
CITY OF PALO ALTO OFFICE OF THE CITY AUDITOR

December 6, 2011

The Honorable City Council
Attention: Finance Committee
Palo Alto, California

External Quality Control Review of the Office of the City Auditor

This is an informational report and no action is required.

BACKGROUND

The Auditor’s Office follows Government Auditing Standards. These standards provide 
assurance to the public that the office conducts its work professionally. Government audit 
offices nationwide at the federal, state, and local level are required by Government Auditing
Standards to maintain systems of internal quality control to ensure compliance with these 
standards and to have an external quality review once every three years to assess the 
organization’s compliance. The attached letter and report contain the results of our most 
recent external quality control review, also known as a “peer review.” 

Last month, a team of government auditors from two other jurisdictions came to our office for 
one week, reviewed our reports and working papers and interviewed our staff. This peer review 
was coordinated through the Association of Local Government Auditors, which assigned 
government audit professionals from the governments of Milwaukee County, WI and Frederick 
County, MD. The peer review team found that our office fully complies with Government 
Auditing Standards. Their review period was from July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2011.

Respectfully submitted,

Ian Hagerman
Senior Performance Auditor

ATTACHMENTS:

• Attachment A - External Quality Control Review (PDF)
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