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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pettigrew house is lozated in a well landscaped suburban upper
middle class neighborhood with ample building separation The building
1s L-shaped with the one wing along the street front, crotechlno a garden
-rea to the rear. The frent wing is one storv in heicht, with a two story ;
section at the west end projecting to the rear. The bullolng is of frame 5
construction, surfaced with stucco. The roof is a series of low gables
covered with red tile.

The street facade presents a massive stucco plane pierced by only
3 openings; the entry door and 2 windows. To the rear, on the two_garden - E
facing walls, the house opens,up through numercus sets ol French windows to +a
a paved terrace area. There are wooden balconies along both sides of the
second story wing. The windows in the walls which face the publlc street
and lawn area are covered with wrought iron grilles whose decorat ion design
is drawn from Spanish prototypes.

The ceilings of the living room features a structurally simple but
visually elegant truss/beam support interrupted in several places by an
unusual star shaped configuration in wood. Aalternate beams of the dlnlqg
room ceiling are incised with an ornamental motif of great delicacy. The
major ground floor rooms are surfaced with handmade tiles of the same
material, but in patterns which change from room to room. There is a
pierced, geometric grille in the two story stair hall.

Above the paved patio/terrace are a series of cables which are supports
for sliding canvas sunshades. These cables also function, at the east end,
as a trellis for a verv fine wisteria. A visual focus for this terrace is
a tiled fountain in the center of a rectangle of which the house forms
two sides.

The only outbuilding is a garage, wart of the originzl design.

There have been only minor alterations to the structure: successive
kitchen remodelings, and some partition removal in what were originally the §
servant's quarters in the 1520's. The only exterior indications of these L
alterations are a kitchen window larger than the original and a pair of
rrench doors; as these are screened by a ground floor loggiaz their visual
impact is minimal. A small section of stucco garden wall was removed to
provide access to tennis courts at the rear of the propertv.

A large swimming pool stands on the garden side of the tennis court

walls. It is not part of the original complex, but was added severzl years after ;li_
ithe construction of the house. :
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TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1925, the Pettigrew house is a major building by an important
designer, in a style which is specifically associated with Californisz.

There are atleast three architectural styles which have originated
in and/or reached their full expression in California: the Mission Revival;
the Craftsman; and the Spanish Colonial Revival. All are concerned in
various ways with the romance of California's past, the potential of its
lifestyles, and the benignity of its climate. The Spanish Colonial Rewvival
was a mode which attempted, in the 1920's, to recreate the ambience of a
largely mythicized Hispanic past. It was, in this respect a more sophisti-
cated successor to the earlier Mission Revival style, but rather than limit
its imagery source to a few ruined California missions, it integrated
elements from both vernacular and high art buildings from Spain, southern
France, Italy, and occasionally Morocco. The resultant California home,
at least in the hands of the more sophisticated designer, tended to turn
its back on the street, and open up to protected gardens or courtyards.

_ One of the.early important designers in the style to emerge to S
national attention was the Santa Barbara figure, George Washington Smith. s
Smltb's bulld}ngs, while usually not patterned as specific Spanish or
Spanish Colonial prototypes, utilize massive forms, large wall areas, and
intricate decorative devices to produce sophisticated structures of real
svocative power. The Pettigrew house shows Smith at his best. The house
aflects Smith's ability to articulate building forms to powerful effect. I
I an unusual instapce of Smith's work in Northern California; although
:nere are a fey of his buildings on the San Francisco peninsula and in the
Carmel area, his work was for.the most part limited to Southern California.

. The house aroused considerable controversy at the time of its construc-
tion because its largely blank street facade was felt to be "insulting"”
to the passerby. It has, however, exercised a strong influence upon
r-fer Palo Alto architectural works. :
P.L. "Percy" Pettigrew,for whom the house was built, wac a distin-
~ilzshed partner in the Federzl Telesraph Company.
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