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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The following statement has been condensed from ...Gone Tomorrow?,
a publication on Palo Alto's architectural heritage, published in
1971 by the American Association of University Yomen, Palo dlto,
California Branch:

In 1890 Palo Alto was a grain field with five houses.
The reason for Falo Alto's founding was the founding

of Stanford University. The early close ties with

the university were largely responsible for Palo Alto's
solid origins and consequent growth, The nucleus of

the new town in the grain field was immediately around
University Avenue. There were located what contemporary
newspapers called the "neat cottages," the homes of the
artisans and merchants. Sprinkled between were the homes
of the more affluent, known as "handsome residences."
Toward the bay were the dairies, orchards, and straw-
berry ranches,

In Falo Alto'!'s first decade there were occasional
undeveloped blocks even near the center of town.

T. B, Downing, a member of the first city council

of Palo Alto and an early member of the school board,
had one of the largest and most ornate homes in the
fast-disappearing grain fields, built in 189 at

706 Cowper.

This house is the most outstanding, extant example of the

Style in Palo Alto. ML
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Paloc Alto PRranch.

Gone Tormcrrow?

Palo Alto, fornia, 1971,

Palo Alto Times, September 1I, 1915,
Palo Alto Times, Sentember 14, 10904,
Pale Alte Live Qak, January 1, 1900,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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