
 City of Palo Alto Staff Report to Public Art Commission 

May 14, 2018 

Agenda Item 2 

Recommendation: 

Staff recommends that the Public Art Commission initiate deaccession proceedings as outlined in the 

City’s Deaccession of Artwork Policy for a series of ten murals painted on utility infrastructure (traffic 

control cabinets) located within downtown Palo Alto. 

Summary: 

Staff recommends that the Public Art Commission initiate deaccession review process for ten murals 

painted on utility boxes, based on the process and conditions outlined in the City’s Deaccession of 

Artwork Policy 1-59/CSD (Attachment 1) adopted in December 2016. 

Background: 

In 2003, The Public Art Commission approached the City of Palo Alto’s Utilities Department with an 

initiative to improve the appearance of utility boxes in Palo Alto. In response, Utilities Department 

identified a number of traffic signal cabinets (14-1/2” wide and 24” high) within downtown Palo Alto 

that could be used for the application of artistic treatment and agreed to sponsor this temporary pilot 

project that would directly benefit the community. The project funding included a contribution of 

$5,000 from the Utilities Department’s Electric Public Benefit Fund that provided stipends to selected 

artists and teams to create murals on ten utility boxes identified by Utilities staff. The two underlying 

conditions for funding the project by Utilities Dept. were that the qualifying artistic treatments needed 

to promote the message of energy efficiency, renewable energy, or other environmental or energy 

conservation themes. The Utilities Dept. also reserved the right to remove or return the infrastructure to 

its original condition after four years or sooner should the equipment fail or become outdated, or the 

artwork get vandalized or faded. The Public Art Commission provided additional funding in the amount 

of $500 to cover material costs.  

In 2004, the PAC released a Request for Proposals for the Utility Box Art Competition. Community 

members including local artists, design professionals and high school students submitted proposals. 

Criteria used by the selection committee included appropriateness of the proposed artistic treatment to 

the site and community and aesthetic quality.  The selected applicants included: Xochitl Kuriger, Kate 

Orange, Cristina Strassman, John N. Betts, Ceevah Sobel, Susan Hemmingway, Gunn High School 



students Chelsea Hodge and Kiel Brennan-Marquez, and Paly High School students Alison Hoyt, Larkin 

Elderon, and Katie Morton.  

The selected artists worked onsite to paint murals on ten utility boxes in downtown Palo Alto along 

Hamilton Ave, University Ave, and Lytton Ave (Attachment 2: Map of Utility Box Mural locations).    

Maintenance History: 

All ten murals were coated with GSS anti-graffiti coating materials to prevent graffiti and UV damage.  

2004 – Application of anti-graffiti coatings and demonstration on proper removal process: $1,221 

Discussion: 

As part of the City of Palo Alto’s multi-year infrastructure and street improvement project, Upgrade 

Downtown, the City has been undertaking construction work including providing utility pipe 

replacements, road repaving, traffic signal enhancements and a new downtown parking garage. Four of 

the ten painted boxes were removed in 2016 and Public Art staff was notified only after their removal.  

At that time Public Art staff was notified by Public Works that the remaining painted boxes were 

scheduled to be removed in 2018. In July 2016, Public Art Program staff notified the artists via email 

about the scheduled removal of the ten traffic control cabinets with painted murals, and the upcoming 

formal de-accession of the murals from the City collection of public art. That deaccession was put on 

hold until a formal policy was adopted. Now that the next phase of the infrastructure project is 

underway, staff is recommending the formal deaccession of all ten painted utility boxes. Attachment 3 

provides a list of all murals with images, artist names and former or current locations. All removed 

infrastructure needs to be returned to the City’s Utilities department to be properly disposed of.  

Of the considerations for deaccession outlined in the policy, staff recommends deaccession for the 

following considerations: 

 Significant changes to the design of the site have occurred which affect the integrity of the 

artwork.  

 No suitable site is available for relocation or exhibition. 

 The artwork has exceeded its expected lifespan.  

 

Reasons for deaccession do not include aesthetic taste or public opinion. There are no formal appraisals 

for the artworks and staff could not locate any auction records for the artists.   

Timeline and Budget Considerations: 

Should the Public Art Commission vote to proceed with the deaccession review process for the ten 

murals painted on traffic control cabinets, staff will immediately notify the artists of the deaccession 

proceedings. The final deaccession decision will be calendared for the June Public Art Commission 

meeting. Should the Commission decide to deaccession the artwork at that time, then staff will 

coordinate the partial removal of the artwork, in accordance with our policy. 



 

Attachments: 

1- Deaccession policy 

2- Map of Utility Box Mural locations 

3- List of Murals with onsite images, artists’ names and locations.  













Artist Title Accession Medium Location Status Images 

Kuriger, Xochitl Untitled M.2004.06 Acrylic Hamilton Ave & Bryant St Installed 

Orrange, Kate Untitled M.2004.02 Acrylic Hamilton Ave & Emerson St Removed and 

reinstalled at 

University Ave 

& Ramona St

Hodge, Chelsea Then 

Gunn Student

Untitled M.2004.10 Oil Hamilton Ave & High St Removed 

Brennan-Marquez, Kiel 

Then Gunn Student

Untitled M.2004.01 Acrylic Hamilton Ave & Ramona St Installed 

Hemmenway, Susan 

Deceased in 2007

Untitled M.2004.05 Acrylic Lytton Ave & Emerson St Installed 

Yoo, Hyun-Jin Then Gunn 

Student

Untitled M.2004.09 Acrylic Lytton Ave & High St Installed 

Strassman, Cristina Untitled M.2004.07 Acrylic University Ave & Florence St Installed 

Betts, John N Untitled M.2004.03 Acrylic University Ave & High St



Sobel, Ceevah Untitled M.2004.04 Acrylic University Ave & Ramona St Original box 

removed. Kate 

Orange's box 

installed

Hoyt, Alison; Elderon, 

Larkin; Morton, Katie 

Then Paly students 

Untitled M.2004.08 Acrylic University Ave between Kipling & 

Waverley St

Removed 




