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Section 5  
Oral Comments and Responses 

5.1  INTRODUCTION 

Oral comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) were made at six Planning and 
Transportation Commission (Commission) hearings, five City Council hearings, one Architectural 
Review Board (ARB) hearing, and one Historic Resources Board (HRB) hearing and are reproduced in 
this section.  Discrete comments from the transcripts of the 13 public hearings are denoted in the 
margin by a vertical line and are numbered.  Speakers who provided oral comments at the Planning 
and Transportation Commission  public hearings, City Council public hearings, ARB hearing, and 
HRB hearing are denoted with a “PTC,” “CC,” “ARB,” or “HRB,” respectively.  Responses are 
enumerated to correspond with the comment number.  Response to CC1.1, for example, refers to the 
response for the first comment at the first City Council public hearing; Response to HRB1.3, for 
example, refers to the response for the third comment at the Historic Resources Board hearing.  In 
addition, the italicized text in the beginning of each response denotes a summary of each distinct 
comment.  Many responses in this section refer to Staff-Initiated Changes and Master Responses, 
which are found in Section 3 of this document. 

5.2 RESPONSES TO PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS  

Transcripts for the six Commission public hearings are reproduced beginning on the next page, 
followed by responses to the comments.  In addition, the transcripts for the five City Council hearings 
and ARB and HRB hearings are also reproduced, followed by responses to each comment. 
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PTC 1. Planning and Transportation Commission, June 2, 2010  

PTC1.1 The commentor states that the height of the SHC Hospital building towers is unnecessary.  
This comment pertains to the design of the SUMC and does not address the adequacy of the 
Draft EIR or the SUMC Project’s compliance with CEQA.  Please refer to Master 
Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.   

 The following is a description of the SHC Hospital tower height, as explained by the 
SUMC Project sponsors.  The Building Code itself does not specify the height or square 
footage of hospitals; these details are dictated by the hospital program envisioned by the 
SUMC Project sponsors in order to meet the future demands.  The SHC Hospital building 
would need to be built vertically for efficiency purposes, thereby requiring the building 
heights as proposed.  The upright alignment of the new SHC Hospital building would allow 
for vertical circulation in the form of elevators, rather than requiring patients to move 
through lengthy public corridors.  The immediate adjacency between the floors would 
organize patient movement privately and safely in the most efficient way possible through 
vertical transportation.1  In addition, Building Code ventilation and structural requirements 
result in a greater floor-to-floor height for a hospital than a commercial office building.  
The typical floor-to-floor height of an office building is 10 to 12 feet, while in a modern 
hospital it is 16 to 20 feet.2  As such, the height of the SHC Hospital building is necessary 
for the functionality of the hospital. 

 As outlined on page 3.3-39, Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 would be implemented to reduce 
the impacts to visual character and quality at the SUMC Sites.  This mitigation measure 
would require the SUMC Project sponsors to adhere to the City’s Architectural Review 
process and would reduce the impacts to less than significant. 

PTC1.2 The commentor questions the impact conclusion for fire services and why measures are 
required if the impacts are less than significant.  Under CEQA, the need for additional 
equipment and/or staff to support a public service is not considered a significant impact 
unless new facilities would need to be constructed to house them, resulting in physical 
impacts.  For example, if a project would require an increase in the level of staffing at the 
fire department, and the existing fire house was not large enough to support this increase, 
then a new, larger fire facility would have to be constructed.  This new construction would 
result in potentially significant environmental impacts.  However, the SUMC Project would 
not increase the need for fire services to the extent that new fire facilities would need to be 
constructed, thereby resulting in a less-than-significant impact. 

                                              
1  Mark Tortorich, Vice President of Facilities Planning, Design and Construction for Stanford University 

Medical Center and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, City Council Hearing, June 14, 2010. 
2  Stanford University Medical Center, “Guide to Key Community Issues for the Stanford University Medical 

Center Renewal Project,” June 2010, accessed on October 14, 2010 at: http://www.stanfordpackard.org/ 
sites/default/files/pdfs/report_0610.pdf 
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 Nonetheless, the SUMC Project would require additional fire services, but not to the 
degree that would result in the construction of new buildings.  These additional services 
would have an impact on the Palo Alto Fire Department (PAFD) itself; however, under 
CEQA, this is not considered a physical environmental impact.  Improvement measures are 
proposed in the Draft EIR to reduce the impacts on the PAFD, as presented on page 
3.14-14 of the Draft EIR.  Since the impacts are not large enough to trigger the 
construction of new facilities, which would result in a significant impact, mitigation 
measures are not required through the environmental review process.  Consideration over 
whether to include the improvement measures as Conditions of Approval would occur 
during the entitlement process rather than the environmental review process.  Therefore, 
for the purposes of CEQA review in the EIR, the improvement measures are provided as 
supplemental information and are not mandated, but encouraged.   

 One of the improvement measures, as outlined on page 3.14-14 of the Draft EIR, includes 
providing the PAFD with a 100-foot ladder to replace the existing 75-foot ladder.  The 
130-foot SHC Hospital towers would be significantly taller than the existing buildings at 
the SUMC Sites.  Therefore, in order for the PAFD to reach the upper floors of the 
buildings in the event of an emergency, a new ladder truck would need to be purchased.  
Although more space would be needed at the fire station to house a 100-ladder truck, the 
PAFD has looked at the apparatus housing capabilities at the fire stations and has 
determined that the current facilities are capable of handling any new equipment.3 
Therefore, the need for new fire facilities would not be triggered and a less-than-significant 
physical environmental impact would occur. 

PTC1.3 The commentor questions what would happen if the GO Pass would not reduce Peak Hour 
trips by over 500 trips in the morning and afternoon.  Please see Master Response 1 for a 
discussion of the effectiveness of the GO Pass, monitoring, and steps to be taken in the 
event mode splits are not achieved.  

PTC1.4 The commentor expresses support for the Tree Preservation Alternative and the Village 
Concept Alternative.  This comment concerns the merits of the SUMC Project alternatives 
and does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or the SUMC Project’s compliance 
with CEQA.  Please refer to Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project 
and its alternatives.    

 In addition, the commentor requests that one of the alternatives includes a hotel 
component.  Please Refer to Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in 
the Draft EIR and variations to the proposed alternatives.   

                                              
3  Gordon Simpkinson, Acting Fire Marshall, Palo Alto Fire Department, Planning and Transportation 

Commission Hearing, June 2, 2010. 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-28

PTC1.5 The commentor identifies issues with the Development Agreement as proposed.  Please refer 
to Master Response 10 for an explanation of non-CEQA issues that are not pertinent to this 
document.  In addition, see Master Response 12, which explains that a conditional use 
permit would provide a better vehicle for establishing appropriate enforcement 
mechanisms, rather than negotiating such conditions as part of the Development 
Agreement.  However, the Development Agreement may also be used to incorporate such 
mechanisms, to the extent the City and the SUMC project sponsors can reach a negotiated 
agreement.  With respect to ensuring compliance with mode split standards, see Master 
Response 1.   

PTC1.6 The commentor asserts that the SUMC Project would require 1,300 housing units, mostly 
below market rate units, and that the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) will 
require the City to provide those units.  As shown in Table 3.13-8 of the Draft EIR, the 
SUMC Project’s indirect housing demand for 1,303 units would be a small percentage of 
projected housing growth for each community within the region.  Eight percent of the 
housing demand, or 104 units, would occur in Palo Alto and would comprise a small 1.7 
percent of the projected housing growth in Palo Alto.  As such, impacts would be less than 
significant.  The data in Table 3.13-8 is based on historical evidence, comprised of 
SUMC’s data on the residential distribution of their employees.  As indicated on page 3.13-
11 of the Draft EIR, the distribution of where SUMC Project employees would live is 
based on existing SUMC employee zip code data provided by the SUMC Project sponsors 
(see Appendix L of the Draft EIR).4  Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(3), mitigation 
measures are not required for effects which are not found to be significant.  Also, see 
Master Response 7 for a discussion of the resulting indirect demand for affordable housing 
in Palo Alto.  Lastly, fiscal implications of the indirect affordable housing demand are not 
environmental impacts that warrant discussion under CEQA.  Please see Master Response 
10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

PTC1.7 The commentor states that there will be overall congestion from the SUMC Project because 
development will continue for decades.  The commentor also questions where traffic and 
noise and other impacts during the construction period were addressed in the Draft EIR. 
Traffic-related construction impacts are addressed on pages 3.4-40 through 3.4-45 of the 
Draft EIR.  Implementation of Mitigation Measures TR-1.1 through TR-1.9 would reduce 
construction-related traffic impacts to less than significant.  Please see Master Response 4 
for a further discussion of construction traffic.  Construction noise is addressed on pages 
3.7-21 through 3.7-24 of the Draft EIR.  Implementation of Mitigation Measure NO-1.1 
would reduce construction noise; however, this impact would remain significant and 
unavoidable.  Please see the other technical sections of the Draft EIR for construction-
related impacts related to the other topics.  

                                              
4  Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project Application, August 2007, as amended; Tab 5, Figure 5-5. 
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PTC1.8 The commentor states that the LPCH will continue to work with the Palo Alto Unified 
School District (PAUSD) to ensure that the hospital school would continue to meet the 
needs of both the PAUSD and the patients.  This comment is noted.  Since the comment 
does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or the SUMC Project’s compliance with 
CEQA, no further response is necessary.   

PTC1.9 The commentor expresses concern that the proposed medical office building and the 
parking structure at the Hoover Pavilion Site would impact views of Hoover Pavilion.  It is 
important to note that the City’s Comprehensive Plan was used in the Draft EIR as a 
threshold for determining resources that are considered to be visually distinctive in the 
City.  Within the Comprehensive Plan, there is a distinction between a visually protected 
resource and a historically significant resource.  Since the Hoover Pavilion is not listed as a 
visual resource in the Comprehensive Plan, this building was not treated as a visual 
resource in the Draft EIR.  Page 3.3-41 of the Draft EIR acknowledges that while the 
Hoover Pavilion is a visually distinctive structure in the vicinity of the SUMC Project, it is 
not a visually protected resource under the Comprehensive Plan and obstruction of this 
building would not comprise a significant visual quality impact.  Nonetheless, Figure 3.3-
11 on page 3.3-35 of the Draft EIR shows that most of the Hoover Pavilion, including the 
north façade where the main entry is located, would still be visible from Quarry Road even 
after construction of the proposed medical office building and parking structure. 

 Although the Hoover Pavilion is not considered visually significant under CEQA, the 
building is considered to be historically significant, as explained in Section 3.8, Cultural 
Resources, of the Draft EIR.  As stated on pages 3.8-20 through 3.8-21 of the Draft EIR, 
the proposed medical office building and parking structure would be in close proximity to 
the Hoover Pavilion; however, significant views would be retained.  Architectural 
Resources Group (ARG) concluded that the construction of the new medical office building 
and parking structure would not significantly alter the physical characteristics that convey 
Hoover Pavilion’s historical significance such that it would no longer be eligible for 
inclusion in the National and California Registers.  Therefore, the SUMC Project would 
not result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of this historical resource and 
the impact under CEQA would be less than significant.  For further analysis, please refer 
to Staff-Initiated Change 5 and Appendix Y of this document for a discussion of potential 
impacts to Hoover Pavilion.   

PTC1.10 The commentor states that there is an error on the alternatives impact comparison table, 
Table 5-8, in Section 5 of the Draft EIR, regarding conflicts with Comprehensive Plan 
policies.  As shown in this table on page 5-51 of the Draft EIR, No Project Alternative A, 
No Project Alternative B, and Reduced Intensity Alternative A would result in significant 
and unavoidable conflicts with the Comprehensive Plan.  As explained on page 5-50, No 
Project Alternative A would conflict with Comprehensive Plan Policy L-7, which requires 
new development to address regional needs and overall City welfare and objectives.  Since 
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additional floor area would not be added to the SHC and LPCH hospitals under this 
alternative, the Hospitals’ combined daily capacity for inpatients would be reduced by up to 
456 patients.  By failing to meet local and regional demand for medical services, No 
Project Alternative A would conflict with Policy L-7, a significant and unavoidable impact. 

 No Project Alternative B and Reduced Intensity Alternative A, as discussed on pages 5-71 
and 5-90, respectively, would have similar significant and unavoidable impacts, although to 
a lesser extent than No Project Alternative A.  Both alternatives would not increase the 
number of hospital beds over existing conditions, thereby not meeting the demand for 
increased medical services.  As such, Table 5-8 is correct in summarizing that these 
alternatives would result in significant and unavoidable conflicts with Comprehensive Plan 
policies. 

PTC1.11 The commentor questions if the square footages of the SUMC Project site plan includes the 
proposed roadway expansion of Durand Way and Welch Road reconfiguration.  The term 
“square footage” refers to the floor area within occupiable structures.  As such, square 
footage of roadway extensions are not included in the square footage calculations.  
However, the site acreage as defined on page 2-2 and other areas in the Draft EIR includes 
the areas in which roadway extensions are proposed.  The commentor is correct in saying 
that roadway extensions are not accounted for in determining floor area ratio (FAR), which 
means the maximum ratio of gross floor area on a site to the total site area.5 

 The commentor also points out that the proposed roadway expansion (Durand Way) and 
reconfigurations (Welch Road) would encroach on parcels both inboard and outboard of 
Welch Road, and asks how the encroachment would affect parking requirements and FAR 
at the affected parcels.  The encroachments would not affect existing structures, and since 
parking requirements are based on square footage the roadway expansions would not affect 
parking requirements of existing structures at the affected parcels.  However, the roadway 
expansions could reduce parcel size both inboard and outboard of Welch Road.  As such, 
the roadway expansion and reconfiguration could increase existing FAR at each parcel.   

 As shown in Figure 5-1 and Table 5-1, the reconfiguration of Welch Road would encroach 
on properties located on both sides of the street.  However, as shown Table 5-1, 
encroachments would range from 0.01 to 0.47 acres (not including the Hospital Zone 
parcel) and would comprise a minor impact on the overall acreage on the parcels.  
Although the property at 900 Welch Road would have the largest reductions due to the 
construction of Durand Way (approximately 0.47 acres), the parcel would still be able to 
accommodate the existing building at 900 Welch Road within the Medical Office and 
Research (MOR) FAR of 0.5.6   

                                              
5  City of Palo Alto Municipal Code, Chapter 18.04. 
6  SUMC, email correspondence to Whitney McNair, October 28, 2010. 



FIGURE 5-1
Welch Road Surface Improvements and Durand Way Encroachments
D41357.00 Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR

Source: Sandis, 2010. 
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Table 5-1 
Parcel Size Changes from Widening of Welch Road and Construction of Durand Way 

Welch Road Address Existing Area 
(acres) 

Revised Area 
(acres) 

Change from 
Existing (acres) 

Outbound of Welch Road 

700 4.00 3.99 -0.01 

730 2.83 2.83 0.00 

750 2.03 2.02 -0.01 

770 2.25 2.22 -0.03 

780 1.41 1.37 -0.04 

800a 1.50 1.45 -0.05 

900b 2.75 2.28 -0.47 

1000 1.39 1.37 -0.02 

1100 4.32 4.29 -0.03 

Inbound of Welch Road (not included in Main SUMC Site) 

777 1.62 1.62 0.00 

Future Hospital Zone Parcel 

HZ Parcel 55.71 55.00 -0.71 
Source: SUMC, 2010. 
Notes: 
a. 800 Welch Road would be impacted by the expansion of Durand Way only. 
b. 900 Welch Road would be impacted by the expansion of both Durand Way and Welch Road. 

PTC1.12 The commentor questions the extension of Quarry Road to Roth Way.  The inclusion of this 
design feature on page 2-1 of the Draft EIR is correct and an extension would be included 
as part of the SUMC Project.  The Roth Way extension is described in more detail in other 
portions of the Draft EIR, most notably on pages S-22, 2-45, and 3.4-49.  As explained, 
the existing Quarry Road extension to Roth Way would be improved, and a new loop 
driveway would be constructed near the proposed SHC clinic/medical office building to 
provide enhanced access to this building.  The Roth Way extension would be a two-lane 
roadway with on-street bicycle lanes.  In addition, ingress/egress into the SHC 
underground clinic garage would be off the Quarry Road extension.  As such, the inclusion 
of the extension in the Draft EIR is not an error and no edits are necessary. 

PTC1.13 The commentor questions the life of the mitigation measures presented in the Draft EIR.  
The mitigation measures are separate from the Development Agreement and would be 
implemented as instructed in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP).  
As explained on page 1-5 of the Draft EIR, if the SUMC Project is approved, then the City 
of Palo Alto must adopt an MMRP, which would ensure that the mitigation measures 
presented in the Draft EIR are being implemented.  Please see Master Response 11 for a 
description of an MMRP and the SUMC Project review and approval process. 
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 Some of the mitigation measures would last for the duration of the SUMC Project; 
however, most would only be implemented for a specific period of time.  For example, any 
construction or design mitigation measures would need to be performed once or only 
during the construction period.  However, some measures would be required to last 
throughout the life of the SUMC Project.  The MMRP will contain a detailed mitigation 
measure implementation timeline.  

PTC1.14 The commentor requests data regarding how many patients are turned away from the 
LPCH and SHC Hospitals per day.  In order to correspond with the data provided in the 
Draft EIR, the years 2006 and 2007 are used as recent examples for patient transfers.  As 
shown in Table 5-2, below, the SHC transferred an average of 51 patients per month in 
2006 and 50 patients per month in 2007.  This averages approximately 1.65 patients per 
day.  Also shown in Table 5-2, the LPCH transferred an average of 24 patients per month 
in 2006 and 25 patients per month in 2007.  This averages approximately 0.81 patients per 
day. 

 

Table 5-2 
SUMC Patient Transfers 2006-2007 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Annual 
Average/ 
Month 

SHC  

2006 - 47 52 38 72 36 51 45 65 61 47 51 565 51 

2007 94 78 78 39 50 38 17 11 8 56 87 48 604 50 

LPCH  

2006 14 19 49 20 15 15 8 23 18 40 31 38 290 24 

2007 23 36 26 13 5 21 11 35 8 34 65 27 304 25 
Source:  SUMC, 2010. 

 In addition, when considering patient turn-aways, it is important to examine the number of 
hours that the Emergency Department (ED) was on a called ambulance diversion.  During 
an ED ambulance diversion, only non-trauma ambulance arrivals are diverted; trauma and 
walk-in patients continue to arrive.  The SHC does not capture data on the number of 
patients diverted to other facilities.  The County of Santa Clara permits the ED to go on 
diversion for up to 90 minutes per instance; however, no other hospital in the pod can be 
on diversion at that time.  Once the hospital goes off diversion, a mandated 90-minute rule 
goes in place before the SHC can call another diversion.  In fiscal year 2006, the ED was 
on an ambulance diversion for a total of 136 hours and in fiscal year 2007, the ED 
diversion was on an ambulance diversion for 233 hours. 

 Since SHC and LPCH are in close proximity to the County line, the Hospitals can also go 
on ambulance diversion for San Mateo County.  For this County, diversion is permitted for 
3 hours per instance with 1 hour between diversions.  The daily diversion maximum is 6 
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hours.  In 2006, the diversion hours were not counted; however, in fiscal year 2007, the 
ED was on an ambulance diversion for San Mateo County for a total of 329 hours.7 

PTC1.15 The commentor questions how many floors would be in the SHC Hospital building modules.  
The modules would be 130 feet in height and would include seven stories, including the 
ground floor.   

PTC1.16 The commentor seeks clarification on the basis for the distribution of housing demand.  
Impact PH-1 from page 3.13-10 through 3.13-14 of the Draft EIR addresses indirect 
housing demand from new employees of the SUMC Project.  The analysis first identifies 
the housing demand, and then distributes the housing demand among the various 
jurisdictions within commuting distance.  The distribution of the housing demand is based 
on historical evidence, comprised of SUMC’s data on the residential distribution of their 
employees (see Appendix L of the Draft EIR).  According to historical evidence, eight 
percent of SUMC employees live in Palo Alto, and so this assumption is carried forward in 
the analysis.  There is no basis for assuming that half of the SUMC employees would seek 
to live in Palo Alto.  Table 3.13-8 of the Draft EIR compares the distributed housing 
demand against the projected household growth in all jurisdictions, as determined in the 
ABAG Projections 2005.  For additional information on the demand for housing, please see 
Master Response 7. 

 For a response to the suggestion to construct hotel uses, please see Master Response 8 for a 
discussion of variations on the alternatives. 

PTC1.17 The commentor disagrees with changing the City of Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan 
(Comprehensive Plan) Policy L-8 specifically for the SUMC Project while the larger 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment is ongoing.  The Comprehensive Plan amendment that is 
being proposed would clarify the existing language in Policy L-8 in order to be more 
consistent with Land Use Map L-6 “Commercial Growth Monitoring Areas from Citywide 
Study.”  Land Use Map L-6, in part, identifies those areas that are public facilities within 
or near monitoring areas that are not monitored for non-residential development. Facilities 
such as the Veteran’s Hospital, Palo Alto Medical Foundation, SHC, LPCH, and Hoover 
Pavilion are all located on sites that are currently not monitored in the Citywide Land Use 
and Transportation Study.  The amendment to Policy L-8 is intended to clarify that the sites 
within the proposed Hospital District, with boundaries consistent with the area surrounding 
the SUMC Sites, are not monitored.  This clarification and the change to Map L-6 to 
include the site of the expanded LPCH, would not introduce any new policy that has not 
already been followed.  Also, it should be noted that this change in Policy L-8 is proposed 
as part of the SUMC Project. 

                                              
7  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 
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PTC1.18 The commentor does not agree with the Palo Alto Unified School District (PAUSD) data 
and analysis presented in the Draft EIR.  The analysis in the Draft EIR is based on existing 
conditions, and not on future, projected capacity.  As shown in Table 3.14-1 on page 3.14-
8 of the Draft EIR, the additional capacity available in the PAUSD during the 2008-2009 
school year was 457 students.  Therefore, the tertiary impacts of the SUMC Project on the 
PAUSD were based on the capacity information available after the release of the NOP, 
rather than future capacity. 

 The Lapkoff & Gobalet Report, as cited by the commentor, addresses district-wide 
enrollment projections for the PAUSD.  The forecasts incorporate fall 2009 enrollments, 
2008 birth data, and updates on new housing developments.8  As explained above, the 
Draft EIR does not look at future school district projections, but rather existing enrollment 
and capacity data.  

 Table 5-3, below, is provided as a comparison between existing capacity,9 enrollment in 
2008,10 enrollment in 2009,11 and projected enrollment in 2014.12 As shown in the table 
below, and explained on pages 3.14-16 through 3.14-17 of the Draft EIR, the additional 
capacity of the PAUSD in 2008 was 457 students.  According to the Lapkoff & Gobalet 
Report, student enrollment in the PAUSD increased in 2009.  Middle schools exceeded 
capacity by approximately three students; however, in total, the PAUSD still had capacity 
for 128 additional students in 2009.  By 2014, students at the PAUSD would increase to 
such an extent that capacity would be surpassed by over 1,000 students.    

 Regardless of whether the school district is at existing or projected capacity, and whether 
the SUMC Project would increase enrollment over the existing or projected capacity, 
payment of the school impact fees by the SUMC Project sponsors would mitigate impacts 
to less than significant.  As discussed on page 3.14-17 of the Draft EIR, payment of the 
school impact fees enabled by the Leroy F. Greene School Facilities Act of 1998 is deemed 
to constitute full and complete mitigation for school impacts.  As such, fulfillment of this 
requirement would mitigate the tertiary impacts of the SUMC Project to less than 
significant. 

 

                                              
8  Lapkoff & Gobalet Demographic Research, Inc., District-Wide Enrollment Forecasts: Palo Alto Unified 

School District, December 2, 2009. 
9  Robert Golton, Interim Co-Chief Business Officer, Palo Alto Unified School District. Electronic 

communication to PBS&J, December 12, 2008. 
10  Palo Alto Unified School District, Board of Education, Agenda, Regular Meeting, September 23, 2008. 
11  Lapkoff & Gobalet Demographic Research, Inc., District-Wide Enrollment Forecasts: Palo Alto Unified 

School District, December 2, 2009. 
12  Lapkoff & Gobalet Demographic Research, Inc., District-Wide Enrollment Forecasts: Palo Alto Unified 

School District, December 2, 2009. 
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Table 5-3 
Palo Alto Unified School District Enrollment (Number of Students) and 

Capacity, 2008, 2009, and 2014 

 
Existing 

Capacitya  
2008 

Enrollment 

2008 
Additional 
Capacity 

2009 
Enrollment 

2009 
Additional 
Capacity 

2014 
Projected 

Enrollmentb 

2014 
Additional 
Capacity 

Elementary 
Schoolsc 

5,286 5,163 123 5,267 19 5,599 -313 

Middle 
Schoolsc 

2,600 2,505 95 2,603 -3 3,072 -472 

High  
Schoolsc 

3,900 3,661 239 3,788 112 4,152 -252 

Total 11,786 11,329 457 11,658 128 12,823 -1,037 

Sources:  
PAUSD Board of Education, Agenda, Regular Meeting, September 23, 2008. 
Robert Golton, Interim Co-Chief Business Officer, Palo Alto Unified School District. Electronic communication, December 
12, 2008. 
Lapkoff & Gobalet Demographic Research, Inc., District-Wide Enrollment Forecasts: Palo Alto Unified School District, 
December 2, 2009. 

Notes: 
a. Capacity numbers are from Table 3.14-1, page 3.14-8 of the Draft EIR, since existing capacity information is not provided 

in the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report. 
b.  The 2014 Projected Enrollment is from Table 1 of the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report and represents the “Medium” forecast 

assumption. 
c. Table 3.14-1 of the Draft EIR lists the individual elementary, middle, and high schools in the PAUSD.  However, the 

Lapkoff & Gobalet Report does not analyze PAUSD projections by school.  Therefore, this table only reflects the break-
down as provided in the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report. 

 In addition, it is important to note that the PAUSD submitted comments on the Draft EIR 
and did not contest the PAUSD capacity and enrollment numbers used in the Draft EIR.  
The PAUSD also did not request that the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report be incorporated into 
the Draft EIR.  Please see Letter 10, in Section 4, for a list of the PAUSD concerns. 

 The commentor also states that the assumption that housing units yield approximately 0.7 
students per unit is incorrect.  The Draft EIR uses the 0.7 generation factor based on 
Statewide statistics.  As the commentor points out, the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report includes 
local generation rates.  As included on page 11 of the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report, student 
yields were distributed by the type of housing unit, as follows: 0.9 for single family units, 
0.5 for townhouse or townhouse-style units, 0.25 for condominium-style units, 0.15 for 
apartment units, and 0.7 for below-market rate units.13   

 At this time, the type of housing units that the SUMC Project employees would occupy is 
unknown.  Therefore, assuming that the SUMC Project employees would be equally 
distributed among the different types of housing units, the average student generation rate 

                                              
13  Lapkoff & Gobalet Demographic Research, Inc., District-Wide Enrollment Forecasts: Palo Alto Unified 

School District, December 2, 2009. 
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would be 0.5 students per household.  At this rate, the SUMC Project would indirectly 
generate approximately 52 students in Palo Alto.  As stated on page 3.14-16 of the Draft 
EIR, the SUMC Project would generate approximately 73 students with the Statewide 
average generation factor of 0.7.  Therefore, the student yield used in the Draft EIR is 
higher than the generation rates included in the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report.  As such, the 
Draft EIR includes a conservative estimate and does not need to be updated to reflect the 
yields in the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report. 

 Given that the SUMC Project sponsors would contribute to school impact fees, which are 
considered adequate mitigation under CEQA, the SUMC Project would result in less-than-
significant school impacts, regardless of which PAUSD statistics are used.   

PTC1.19 The commentor questions the methodology used in determining the SUMC Project’s impact 
on the City’s jobs to employed residents ratio.  Although the commentor retracted 
Comment PTC1.19 in Comment PTC6.95 (see PTC6), a response to this comment is 
nonetheless provided here.  Please see Master Response 7 for a discussion of the 
methodology used in determining the SUMC Project’s impact on the City’s jobs to 
employed residents ratio.  The calculations for the analysis of the jobs to employed 
residents ratio is provided in the table notes for Table 3.13-10 and 3.13-11 of the Draft 
EIR.  As indicated, the 1.72 workers per worker household is based on U.S. Census 2000 
data for Santa Clara County.  If the 2,242 workers were multiplied by 8 percent directly, 
then the resulting number would only yield the number of new employees who may chose 
to live in Palo Alto.  This number of employees still needs to be translated into household 
demand, which is why the 2,242 new employees is multiplied by 1.72 workers per worker 
household.  Also, please see Response PTC1.18 regarding student generation.  

PTC1.20 The commentor questions how the square footages under the SUMC Project were 
calculated and what the impact analysis in the Draft EIR is based on.  Tables 2-4 and 2-5 
on pages 2-30 and 2-32 of the Draft EIR, respectively, provide the existing square footage 
at the SUMC Sites, the demolished area, the net new square footage, and the total (gross) 
square footage as a result of the SUMC Project.  In general, per the requirements of 
CEQA, the environmental analysis is based on the change from the existing setting at the 
time the Notice of Preparation (NOP) was released.   

 The method used for determining the environmental impacts from the SUMC Project is 
explained on pages 3.1-9 through 3.1-10 in Section 3.1, Environmental Analysis.  As 
stated, the types of physical effects include: building footprint impacts, impacts to ambient 
conditions, and indirect environmental impacts.  Building footprint impacts are resource 
based and examine the effects of constructing the replacement and expanded facilities (net 
impacts) and are mainly analyzed in sections such as Biological Resources, Hydrology, 
Geology, and Cultural Resources.  Impacts associated with changes in ambient conditions 
include identifying the existing background conditions surrounding the SUMC Sites and 
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focusing on the change to both the existing condition as well as future or cumulative 
conditions.  Impacts associated with changes in the ambient conditions are typically 
addressed in the Transportation, Air Quality, and Noise sections of the Draft EIR.  Indirect 
environmental impacts are related to the net increase in developed floor space, 
employment, or the number of hospital beds and are included in sections such as Utilities, 
Public Services, and Hazardous Materials.  Each technical section in the Draft EIR 
includes tables, figures, and an impact analysis that explicitly states whether the 
conclusions are based on changes to the existing conditions, future projections without the 
SUMC Project, future total impacts with the SUMC Project, or the net impacts of the just 
the SUMC Project expansion.  Please refer to the individual sections in Section 3 of the 
Draft EIR for a complete analysis of the SUMC Project impacts. 

PTC1.21 The commentor asks how the housing demand was calculated and asks if this issue can be 
examined differently.  In preparing the Draft EIR, City staff considered two sets of regional 
distribution patterns for the housing demand from SUMC Project employees.  First, the 
City considered commute patterns based on U.S. Census 2000 data.  Second, the City 
considered SUMC-specific data on where their employees live.  Staff determined that the 
second distribution is more sound and appropriate for this analysis because this data is 
SUMC-specific (and would thus provide a more accurate distribution relative to this land 
use) and is more recent.  The eight percent distribution in Palo Alto is based on historical 
evidence, composed of SUMC’s data on the residential distribution of their employees.  As 
indicated on page 3.13-11 of the Draft EIR, the distribution of where SUMC Project 
employees would live is based on existing SUMC employee zip code data provided by the 
SUMC Project sponsors (see Appendix L of the Draft EIR).14  It is appropriate to apply 
this data to the analysis. 

 Please see Master Response 7 for a discussion of the methodology applied in analyzing the 
SUMC Project’s impact on the City’s jobs to employed residents ratio.  Also, per CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(4)(B), mitigation measures must be “roughly proportional” 
to the impacts of the project.  As indicated on page 3.1-7 of the Draft EIR and per CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15126.2(a), in assessing the impact of a proposed project on the 
environment, the lead agency should normally limit its examination to changes in the 
existing physical conditions in the affected area as they exist at the time the notice of 
preparation is published.  It would be inconsistent with the requirements of CEQA to 
impose on the SUMC Project mitigation measures that ameliorate existing conditions such 
as a low vacancy rate in Palo Alto, housing costs, and ability of certain wage earners to 
live in Palo Alto.  Lastly, please see Master Response 10 for a discussion of why fiscal or 
socioeconomic issues do not warrant discussion under CEQA.  

                                              
14  Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project Application, August 2007, as amended; Tab 5, Figure 5-5. 
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PTC1.22 The commentor asks for an explanation of the 2.61 jobs to employed residents ratio.  As 
stated on page 3.13-6 and Table 3.13-10 of the Draft EIR, in 2025, ABAG estimates that 
the City would have 2.61 jobs for every employed resident within its sphere of influence.   

PTC1.23 The commentor states that the GO Pass would reduce traffic by 500 cars.  The presentation 
from the SUMC Project sponsors during the hearing on June 2, 2010 showed the traffic 
numbers changing from 766 in the AM Peak Hour and 746 in the PM Peak Hour to 261 in 
the AM Peak Hour and 241 in the PM Peak Hour.   

 The commentor questions whether these numbers have been verified for the Draft EIR.  The 
numbers used in the presentation were taken directly from the Transportation Impact 
Analysis prepared for the Draft EIR.  These numbers were generated by AECOM 
Transportation and have been verified.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for more details 
regarding the effectiveness of the GO Pass as mitigation for the SUMC Project. 

PTC1.24 The commentor asks for the height of the building located at 525 University Avenue and 
requests that this be added to Stanford’s list.  The height of 525 University Avenue is 220 
feet.   

PTC1.25 The commentor questions the objective of supporting Stanford University’s historic campus 
identity.  As stated on page 2-8 of the Draft EIR, one of the City’s objectives is to “support 
Stanford University’s historic campus identify as ‘a place apart’ with a ‘sense of higher 
purpose’ as well as Stanford’s commitment to innovative, high quality of design through 
their ‘interpretive approach to contextual design’ in the architecture of campus buildings 
and landscape.”  This objective is intended to include the entire Stanford University 
campus, including the SUMC Sites.  The purpose of this objective is to ensure that SUMC 
Project building designs would not be incompatible with the existing historic buildings on 
campus.  Please refer to Section 3.8, Cultural Resources, for more details.  

PTC1.26 The commentor questions whether the helicopter pads on the top of the buildings should be 
excluded from height calculations and asks if there is a precedent.  There is no known 
precedent for excluding helicopter pads from height calculations in the City of Palo Alto.  
However, the proposed Hospital District under the SUMC Project would contain 
development standards that would exempt helicopter pads from the height requirements.   

PTC1.27 The commentor expresses concern that views of the Hoover Pavilion from Quarry Road 
would be obstructed by the proposed medical office building and parking structure.  Refer 
to Response PTC1.9, above, regarding views and visual impacts on the Hoover Pavilion.  
In addition, please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 5 for an analysis of how the proposed 
structures at the Hoover Pavilion Site under the SUMC Project would affect the Hoover 
Pavilion.   
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PTC1.28 The commentor suggests that there should be a discussion of a retention pond under Goal 
N-2 in Section 3.2, Land Use of the Draft EIR.  Please refer to Master Response 12 for a 
discussion of this item as a potential Development Agreement term.  Such a retention pond 
is not necessary to mitigate any impact of the SUMC Project.  Policy N-11 and N-13 are 
related to construction impacts on streams directly adjacent to the SUMC Project and are 
addressed in mitigation measures and conditions of project approval.  

 As explained in Impact HY-4, pages 3.11-37 through 3.11-41 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC 
Project would have a less-than-significant impact on stormwater runoff and erosion.  The 
SUMC Project would be required to comply with existing regulations and implementation 
of these requirements would prevent substantial on-site erosion by requiring erosion and 
sediment controls during construction and operation.  In addition, as discussed on page 
3.11-41 of the Draft EIR, on-site stormwater detention may be required by the Public 
Works Department to lessen the SUMC Project’s impact on City storm drains, which 
would further reduce the less-than-significant runoff and erosion impacts.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors would be required to adhere to the requirements of the Public Works 
Department.   

 According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(3), mitigation measures are not 
required for impacts that are not found to be significant.  Per CEQA Guidelines Section 
15126.4(a)(4)(B), mitigation measures must be “roughly proportional” to the impacts of the 
project.  Therefore, since less-than-significant stormwater runoff and erosion impacts 
would occur under the SUMC Project, and since the suggested retention pond is located 
away from the SUMC Sites, mitigation measures such as the retention pond are not 
required under CEQA.   

PTC1.29 The commentor refers to City discussions with ABAG.  It is unclear whether or not the 
commentor is referring to Palo Alto’s Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) as 
required by ABAG pursuant to State law.  It is assumed here that the commentor is 
referring to Palo Alto’s RHNA.  Changes in the City’s RHNA would not affect this 
document, which identifies the SUMC Project’s impacts based on conditions, projections, 
and regulations that existed at the time the NOP was issued.  Future changes to the RNHA 
would have no bearing on this analysis.  Also, Section 3.13, Population and Housing, 
applies ABAG Projections 2005.  City staff has deemed the ABAG Projections 2005 
appropriate for the analysis.  As shown in Section 3.13, Population and Housing, the 
housing demand that would result from the SUMC Project in Palo Alto would comprise a 
small percentage of the anticipated housing growth from 2005 through 2025, based on 
ABAG Projections 2005.  Any mention of the RHNA in this EIR is based on the current 
RHNA for Palo Alto from 2007 through 2014, and not any potential future changes to the 
City’s RHNA that may be negotiated with ABAG or other jurisdictions.   
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PTC1.30 The commentor requests that additional data regarding the PAUSD be included in the Draft 
EIR.  Please see Response PTC1.18, above, for more details regarding the PAUSD 
enrollment and capacity numbers and what constitutes an impact under CEQA.  

PTC1.31 The commentor indicates that the impact of the proposed revision to Policy L-8 on traffic 
should be made clear.  The transportation-related impact of the SUMC Project as a whole 
is captured in Section 3.4, Transportation, of the Draft EIR.  However, portions of the 
Draft EIR transportation analysis have been revised.  Please see Staff-Initiated Change 1 
for a revised and quantified transit analysis; Staff-Initiated Change 2 for a revised 
intersection LOS analysis; and Staff-Initiated Change 8 for a revised analysis of the 
alternatives to the SUMC Project.  As indicated in the revised analyses, all significant 
transportation-related impacts of the SUMC Project, except impacts to road segments in 
Menlo Park, would be reduced to less than significant with the implementation of identified 
mitigation measures.  If the SUMC Project sponsors would seek to further expand the 
SUMC in the future, then additional environmental review would be required.   

PTC1.32 The commentor questions the layout of the SUMC Project site plans with regards to the 
ED.  This comment pertains to the design of the SUMC Project and does not address the 
adequacy of the Draft EIR or the SUMC Project’s compliance with CEQA.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues. 

 The following is a description of the proposed ED as described in the hearing transcript by 
the SUMC Project sponsors.  The ED would be relocated to the west side of the proposed 
new SHC Hospital building, off Welch Road.  Tunnels and walkways would be located 
between the new SHC Hospital building, the existing buildings, and the LPCH; children 
who are admitted to the ED would be transferred via tunnels to the LPCH.  Given the 
lower volume of children who are admitted to the ED, it was determined that a separate 
pediatric ED would not be feasible due to staffing constraints.15 

 One of the SUMC Project sponsors’ objectives, as outlined on page 2-6 of the Draft EIR, 
includes siting the SHC and LPCH facilities to efficiently use a single, shared ED.  The 
building program of a hospital structure allows for limited location placement of an ED 
because of the adjacency requirements of placing an emergency department close to the 
imaging department, ambulance access, and community visibility.  As explained in the 
hearing transcript, the tunnel and bridge connections from the ED to the LPCH would be 
the same travel distance as if the ED were located in a different area of the SHC Hospital 
building.  Therefore, relocation of the ED, or providing separate EDs for the two 
hospitals, would not meet the SUMC Project sponsors’ objective. 

                                              
15  Mark Tortorich, Vice President of Facilities Planning, Design and Construction for Stanford University 

Medical Center and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, City Council Hearing, June 2, 2010. 
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 The commentor also suggests that a mitigation measure could be included in the Draft EIR 
to make the ED more accessible for the LPCH.  The Draft EIR focuses solely on the 
physical impacts that the SUMC Project would have on the environment and its 
surroundings.  As such, no significant impacts were identified regarding the placement of 
the ED.  According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(3), mitigation measures are 
not required for impacts that are not found to be significant.  Therefore, mitigation 
measures that would address the location of the ED are not required under CEQA.   

PTC1.33 The commentor requests information on the uses and leaseholds of the buildings between 
Welch Road and Vineyard Road.  The SUMC Project does not include alterations to the 
properties or structures outside of the SUMC Sites; therefore, this comment does not 
address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or the SUMC Project’s compliance with CEQA.  
Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues.  Table 5-4, 
below, includes information on leaseholds for buildings located along Welch Road.   

 

Table 5-4 
Leaseholds Along Welch Road, Adjacent to the Main SUMC Site 

Property Owner Ground 
Lessee 

Ground 
Lease 

Termination 
Date 

Existing 
Bldg SF 

Developable 
Capacity 

(SF) 

Potential 
Development 

SF 

% 
Occupied 

by 
SU/SUMC 

750 Welch 
Road 

Stanford 
University 

Howard 
White 

7/31/11 29,998 44,124 14,126 78% 

770 Welch 
Road 

Stanford 
University 

Larry 
Spitters 

6/10/14 43,894 48,875 4,981 72% 

777 Welch 
Road 

Stanford 
University 

Dental 
Plaza 

12/31/57 14,100 35,175 21,075 0% 

780 Welch 
Road 

Stanford 
University 

Linda 
Ramsden 

3/31/12 21,136 30,645 9,509 77% 

800 Welch 
Road 

Stanford 
University 

Stanford 
University 

2/28/56 25,534 32,670 7,136 100% 

Source: SUMC, 2010. 
 

PTC1.34 The commentor questions the PAUSD impact fees that would be imposed as a result of the 
SUMC Project.  As stated on page 3.14-17 of the Draft EIR, and discussed in Response 
PTC1.18, above, the SUMC Project would pay non-residential development fees subject to 
SB 50 School Impact Fees.  According to Section 65996 of the State Government Code, 
payment of school impact fees is deemed to constitute full and complete mitigation.  
According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(3), mitigation measures are not 
required for impacts that are not found to be significant.  Therefore, since the impacts to 
the PAUSD would be less than significant with the payment of the School Impact Fee, no 
additional mitigation measures are warranted.  
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PTC1.35 The commentor does not agree with the approach of changing the Comprehensive Plan.  
The changes to the Comprehensive Plan (see page 2-23 of the Draft EIR) are treated in this 
EIR as part of the proposed actions under the SUMC Project.  It is not the purpose of this 
EIR to discuss the merits of the various components of the SUMC Project.  Rather, the 
purpose of this EIR is to disclose environmental implications of the proposed SUMC 
Project.  Please see Master Response 9 for a discussion of the merits of the SUMC Project. 

 The commentor indicates that the potential unintended consequences of the new Hospital 
Zone should be looked at.  This EIR discloses the physical environmental consequences of 
the SUMC Project, including the environmental effects of development allowed by the 
proposed Hospital Zone, pursuant to the requirements of CEQA and based on the 
significance criteria identified by the City of this analysis.  Generally, the physical 
environmental impacts are derived based on the proposed project location, building 
envelope, and building program which would be entitled in part through the proposed 
rezoning (see Section 2, Project Description, of the Draft EIR).  The EIR also identifies 
cumulative impacts based on the SUMC Project plus other, foreseeable future projects 
outside the SUMC Sites.  To identify other potential, unintended environmental impacts 
due to the rezoning (i.e., those that could result from potential future development at the 
SUMC Sites) would be speculative since no development at the SUMC Sites other than the 
SUMC Project is currently contemplated.  Also, it would not be appropriate for this EIR to 
examine the ease or probability of applying a similar rezoning to other areas, since such 
other rezonings are neither part of the SUMC Project, nor are they reasonably foreseeable 
at this time.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for the City review process and the 
Comprehensive Plan amendments resulting from the SUMC Project. 

PTC1.36 The commentor inquires about additional growth-inducing impacts associated with 
constructing a state-of-the-art new hospital.  As described in the hearing transcript, a 
discussion of the growth-inducing impacts is a requirement of CEQA and is included in 
Section 4, Other CEQA Considerations, of the Draft EIR.  As explained on pages 4-3 
through 4-5 of the Draft EIR, Section 15126.2(d) of the CEQA Guidelines states that an 
EIR should discuss “…the ways in which the proposed project could foster economic or 
population growth, or the construction of additional housing, either directly or indirectly, 
in the surrounding environment.”  Growth can be induced in a number of ways, including 
through the elimination of obstacles to growth, or through the stimulation of economic 
activity within the region.  In accordance with the CEQA Guidelines, the discussion of 
growth inducement in the Draft EIR is not intended to characterize growth induced by the 
SUMC Project as necessarily beneficial, detrimental, or of little significance to the 
environment.  The growth inducement discussion is provided for informational purposes so 
that the public and local decision-makers have an appreciation of the potential long-term 
growth implications of the SUMC Project. 
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 The Draft EIR discusses growth inducement related to: direct and indirect housing growth, 
direct and indirect job growth, and infrastructure capacity/land use changes.  Although the 
Draft EIR does not specifically address the growth inducement from private practitioners 
moving offices to Palo Alto, this is generally covered in the analysis of indirect job growth.  
As explained on page 4-4 of the Draft EIR, the potential “multiplier effect” associated with 
the SUMC Project-related jobs was estimated by using the ABAG local and regional 
economic multipliers for the San Francisco Bay Region.  The economic multipliers 
measure the direct, indirect, and induced employment caused by a project.  Applying the 
local and regional economic multipliers for the 2,242 new jobs directly resulting from the 
SUMC Project, the SUMC Project would result in about 538 local and 1,345 regional 
indirect and induced jobs. 

 In addition, the SUMC Project, as proposed, includes expanded clinics and medical offices, 
both on the Main SUMC Site and the Hoover Pavilion Site.  Therefore, it is assumed that 
many of these private practitioners would be employed in this expanded clinic/medical 
office space on site.  As such, the analysis of growth inducing impacts in the Draft EIR is 
adequate and no further analysis is necessary.   

PTC1.37 The commentor questions how the land use impacts could be less than significant when the 
SUMC Project is so expensive, and given the size of the SUMC Project.  As described in 
the hearing transcript, the Draft EIR specifically analyzes the consistency and the conflicts 
with the applicable Comprehensive Plan policies, land use designations, and zoning.  In 
addition, the Draft EIR considers the extent to which the SUMC Project would conflict 
with the existing uses in the vicinity that could be adversely affected by the activities that 
would occur at the SUMC Sites.   

 In order to ensure that the SUMC Project would be consistent with the Comprehensive 
Plan, City staff identified all policies applicable to the SUMC Project.  Table 3.2-2 
demonstrates how the SUMC Project would be consistent with each of these policies with 
the implementation of proposed mitigation measures.  Mitigation measures, as outlined in 
the respective subsections in Section 3 of the Draft EIR, would help ensure consistency 
with Comprehensive Plan policies by avoiding or reducing significant impacts.  As such, 
consistency with the Comprehensive Plan policies would be less than significant. 

 The Draft EIR also discusses consistency with Comprehensive Plan land use designations 
and consistency with the Palo Alto Zoning Ordinance.  In order to be consistent with the 
land use policies, clarifying changes would be made through a Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment.  With regard to the Zoning Ordinance, a new zoning district would be created 
that would include development standards that would accommodate the SUMC Project.  
The impacts from the physical changes in the environment that would result from 
development allowed by the zoning changes are addressed in various sections of the Draft 
EIR. 
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 A land use conflict would occur if a project, after its construction, would significantly 
impede the function of the surrounding uses.  The function of surrounding uses would be 
impeded if localized noise, air emissions, or hazardous materials exposure produced by the 
SUMC Project would disrupt activities and functions of surrounding land uses.  As 
described on pages 3.2-30, the SUMC Project would not conflict with nearby residential, 
recreational, educational, religious, or scientific uses.  Such uses have functioned adjacent 
to the existing hospitals, clinics, and School of Medicine facilities for many years and 
would continue to do so after expansion or replacement of these same uses. 

 Please refer to Impacts LU-1 and LU-2 on pages 3.2-8 through 3.2-31 of the Draft EIR for 
more details regarding SUMC Project land use conflicts. 

PTC1.38 The commentor expresses concern regarding the SUMC Project’s consistency with Policy 
L-51.  As noted by the commentor, the Stone Building complex would be demolished, and 
the Comprehensive Plan policy encourages “public and private upkeep and preservation of 
resources that have historic merit.”  It is important to note, however, that this policy 
encourages the preservation of historic structures rather than mandates preservation.  In 
addition, the SUMC Project includes preservation and renovation of the Hoover Pavilion, 
which also is a historic resource under CEQA.  Therefore, with the implementation of 
Mitigation Measures CR-1.1 through CR-1.4, the SUMC Project would result in 
Comprehensive Plan consistency.  

PTC1.39 The commentor requests the height of the building located at 600 Welch Road and the 
outpatient surgery building that is part of the complex.  There is no building at the location 
of 600 Welch Road.  The closest building to this location is the Stanford Barn at 700 Welch 
Road.  This building is 47 feet tall to the top of the primary roof, with dormers that rise up 
to 58 feet.  For additional building heights along Welch Road, please refer to Response 
PTC1.61, below.   

PTC1.40 The commentor questions the challenges of fighting fires at large structures, the issues 
associated with the siting of buildings, and mutual aid from surrounding communities.  
According to Gordon Simpkinson, the acting Fire Marshall for the PAFD, fire scenarios at 
the SUMC Sites would be similar to the high-rise structures at 101 Alma Street, 525 
University Avenue, and Escondido Village on the Stanford campus.  The SUMC Project 
buildings would have fire protection materials such as fire sprinklers, as required by the 
Building Code.  In addition, as the building height increases, the robustness of construction 
and compartmentalization of the buildings would improve the survivability of the structure 
in the event of a fire.  Therefore, engineering solutions would be implemented to mitigate 
the additional heights proposed.  Additionally, as included on page 3.14-14, the Draft EIR 
includes improvement measures that would replace the existing PAFD 75-foot ladder truck 
with a 100-foot ladder truck.  This measure would help reduce the equipment burden 
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resulting from the SUMC Project.  Nonetheless, this measure is only recommended and not 
mandated by the Draft EIR. 

 With regard to the siting of the SUMC Project buildings, the acting Fire Marshall states 
that the PAFD has worked very closely with the SUMC Project sponsors in developing the 
site plan.  The SUMC Project design team has designed fire access roads in locations that 
would allow the PAFD to achieve the best proximity to the buildings for the emergency 
vehicles.  Throughout each design phase of the SUMC Project, the SUMC Project sponsors 
have consulted with the PAFD to allow for the delivery of PAFD equipment to the most 
advantageous locations for fighting fires. 

 The acting Fire Marshall also states that the PAFD would have support from neighboring 
jurisdictions in the case of an emergency.  For the buildings proposed under the SUMC 
Project, if smoke or flame is visible, a two-alarm fire would be triggered, which would 
activate response from Menlo Park via automatic aid.  As such, the PAFD would 
automatically receive additional personnel and Chief Officers in the event of a fire.  The 
acting Fire Marshall confirms that the PAFD already has the response capabilities and 
mutual aid agreements in place. 16  Therefore, the construction and operation of the SUMC 
Project would not add an extra burden on the PAFD, especially with the implementation of 
the improvement measures outlined on page 3.14-14 of the Draft EIR.  

PTC1.41 The commentor explains the Draft EIR process of identifying the significant physical 
impacts to public services under the SUMC Project.  The Draft EIR correctly follows the 
method for analyzing public services as required under CEQA, and as described by the 
commentor.   

PTC1.42 The commentor suggests that the proposed revisions to Policy L-8 should exclude the 
amount of square footage used for right-sizing and only include the amount of area used for 
expansion.  The revisions to Policy L-8 would exempt Stanford University Medical Center 
hospital, clinic, and medical school uses from this policy.  These uses would include square 
footage associated with right-sizing, and City staff has determined that the proposed 
changes are appropriate.  Please also see Response 22.5 in Section 4 of this document for 
further clarifications to the text changes.  

PTC1.43 The commentor suggests intensifying the outboard portion of Welch Road and moving some 
(or all) of the medical office square footage and parking proposed at the Hoover Pavilion 
Site to this site instead.  Please refer to Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives 
analyzed in the Draft EIR and a discussion of the variation on the alternatives suggested by 
the commentor.   

                                              
16  Gordon Simpkinson, Acting Fire Marshall, Palo Alto Fire Department, Planning and Transportation 

Commission Hearing, June 2, 2010. 
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PTC1.44 The commentor questions the SUMC Project construction schedule as outlined in Section 2, 
Project Description, of the Draft EIR.  As noted on page 2-53, the mid-2009 approval date 
for the SUMC Project serves as a conservative assumption to ensure that mitigation would 
be in place when warranted and not at a later date.  Although the Draft EIR was published 
in May 2010, after the assumed approval date, this date was retained in order to guarantee 
that the mitigation measures would be implemented during construction.  As such, the 
construction timeline as outlined in Section 2 of the Draft EIR will remain as is and the 
analysis in the Draft EIR remains adequate for the purposes of CEQA.     

PTC1.45 The commentor questions the number of beds identified in Table 2-12 of the Draft EIR 
Project Description.  As explained on pages 2-37 through 2-39 of the Draft EIR, the new 
SHC Hospital building would house 456 beds and would replace shared patient rooms with 
single patient rooms.  In addition, the existing Hospital Modernization Project (HMP) 
building would be renovated and reused.  After renovating and right-sizing the rooms in the 
HMP building, this facility would have 144 beds, for a total of 600 beds at the SHC 
portion of the SUMC.  Table 2-12 states that Phase 1 of the SUMC Project would construct 
a 456-bed replacement hospital.  This is in reference to the SHC Hospital building and does 
not include the 144 additional beds at the HMP building.  Therefore, the number of beds 
identified in Table 2-12 is correct. 

PTC1.46 The commentor requests to know the square footage of land that encompass the SUMC 
Sites.  As stated on page 2-2 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project would occur on two sites 
that are collectively about 66 acres: the approximately 56-acre Main SUMC Site and the 
approximately 9.9-acre Hoover Pavilion Site.  When converted to square feet, the Main 
SUMC Site consists of approximately 2.4 million square feet of land and the Hoover 
Pavilion Site consists of approximately 430,000 square feet of land.  In total, the SUMC 
Sites consist of approximately 2.87 million square feet of land. 

 However, as described above in Response PTC1.11, due to the Welch Road widening, the 
Hospital District portion of the Main SUMC Site would be 54.8 acres and with Durand 
Way, the Main SUMC Site would total 55.3 acres.  Even with this slight reduction in 
acreage, the Main SUMC Site would still total approximately 2.4 million square feet.  
Refer to PTC1.11 for more details. 

PTC1.47 The commentor disagrees with the wording of the analysis of Policy T-27 in Table 3.2-2, 
page 3.2-18, of the Draft EIR.  While the Durand Way extension would increase roadway 
capacity, it would provide traffic relief to nearby roads and would include a new bicycle 
and pedestrian connection, which would help satisfy the requirements of Policy T-27.  
Similarly, the Welch Road improvements would improve public safety and bicycle 
connections meeting the goal of Policy T-27.   

 Since the wording in the Draft EIR is unclear, the following edits have been made to the 
second paragraph in the right-hand column on page 3.2-18 of the Draft EIR.  However, it 
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is important to note that although edits have been made, the conclusion that no conflict with 
Policy T-27 would occur remains the same.   

Generally, existing roadway capacity is improved by adding left and right turn lanes to 
the intersections.  The SUMC Project would add a connection (Durand Way) between 
Sand Hill Road and Welch Road; however, this connection would extend through one 
block and would provide new access to the Main SUMC Site.  The Durand Way 
extension would increase roadway capacity, but only to the extent that it would provide 
traffic relief to Pasteur Road and Sand Hill Road.  This would enable traffic from El 
Camino Real to rely on Durand Way and traffic from I-280 to rely on Pasteur Drive.  
Although roadway capacity would increase, bicycle and pedestrian facilities would be 
included as part of the Durand Way extension, which would connect to the Class I 
bicycle path along San Francisquito Creek.  This connection would help satisfy 
compliance with Policy T-27. 

In addition, Welch Road would be widened to three lanes provide roadway capacity in 
order to improve safety and to accommodate on-street bicycle lanes.  Neither of these 
improvements would enhance capacity for anticipated vehicle movement, including 
ambulance access. 

PTC1.48 The commentor requests that the analysis in Table 3.2-2 of the Draft EIR under Policy N-6 
on page 3.2-19 include the view obstruction impact of the SUMC Project on 101 Alma 
Street.  The SUMC Project would conflict with Policy N-6 if the site and design process 
did not minimize impacts on views of the hillsides, on the open space character, and the 
natural ecology of the hillsides.  The SUMC Project would not encroach on open space or 
affect the natural ecology of hillsides.  Views of hillsides are addressed in the Draft EIR’s 
visual quality analysis.  As explained in Table 3.2-2, the SUMC Project is subject to the 
City’s Architectural Review process.  The Architectural Review of the SUMC Project 
would consider, among other factors, whether the SUMC Project has a coherent 
composition, and whether its bulk and mass are harmonious with surrounding development.  
The ARB’s recommendations regarding these factors will be forwarded to the City Council 
for consideration.  The Architectural Review of the proposed buildings under the SUMC 
Project would be required under Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, as presented on page 3.3-39 
of the Draft EIR. 

 As acknowledged on page 3.3-42 of the Draft EIR, proposed structures at the SUMC Sites 
could obstruct views of the foothills from additional vantage points that are within the line 
of sight of the SUMC Sites.  This would include the building at 101 Alma Street, which is 
a private multi-family residential complex.  However, compliance with Mitigation Measure 
VQ-2.1, as described above and in more detail in Section 3.2 of the Draft EIR, Visual 
Quality, would ensure that impacts on views from various locations in Palo Alto would be 
less than significant.  As such, a separate analysis for the impacts on 101 Alma Street is not 
warranted.   
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PTC1.49 The commentor notes that the discussion under Comprehensive Plan Policy N-3917 in Table 
3.2-2 on page 3.2-25 of the Draft EIR is in reference to residents adjacent to Sand Hill 
Road.  The commentor notes that the discussion does not identify impacts to the Welch 
Road residents, which are closer in proximity to the SUMC Site than residents along Sand 
Hill Road.  The first paragraph of the policy discussion on page 3.2-25 of the Draft EIR 
does state that the mechanical noise generated by the SHC emergency generators off Welch 
Road could have a significant impact on nearby residential uses along Welch Road and that 
Mitigation Measure NO-4.1 would reduce noise this impact to less-than-significant levels.  
The discussion on page 3.2-25 of the Draft EIR also includes a discussion about potential 
noise impacts to residents along Sand Hill Road where there would be a new ambulance 
route.   

 The commentor asks why a similar finding was not made for the residences along Welch 
Road, which are closer to the SUMC Site.  No potential noise impact was identified for the 
residences on Welch Road regarding ambulance noise because Welch Road is an existing 
ambulance route and the noise level increment there from the additional future ambulance 
traffic would not exceed the significance threshold established by Comprehensive Plan 
Policy N-41.  The ambulance noise level increase on Sand Hill Road with the SUMC 
Project would be greater than on Welch Road because this is would be a new ambulance 
route and at least one-third of all future SUMC ambulance traffic was assumed to use this 
new route.  Thus, the daily ambulance traffic volume that counts toward the estimated 
project noise increment would be greater on Sand Hill Road than on Welch Road.   

 The commentor further notes that elsewhere in the Draft EIR, a noise level of 66.3 dBA was 
determined for the residential uses on Welch Road and asked whether this should have been 
identified as significant because it exceeds 60 dBA, which is the Comprehensive Plan’s 
Normally Acceptable threshold for residential uses.  Table 3.7-11 on page 3.7-26 of the 
Draft EIR identifies an existing 63.6 dBA Ldn at the Welch Road residences associated with 
traffic noise, with an estimated 0.3 dBA increase to traffic noise levels with the SUMC 
Project.  This was not identified as a significant impact because the existing noise level 
there already exceeds the Comprehensive Plan’s 60 dBA Normally Acceptable threshold 
for residential uses and the project-related increase would not exceed the Comprehensive 
Plan’s 3 dBA incremental threshold.        

PTC1.50 The commentor states that, given the tradeoff between low level development that is 
sprawling or if the development should go up, it seems that the location of a building of 
that height is appropriate.  Please refer to Response PTC1.1 for an explanation of the SHC 
Hospital tower heights.  

                                              
17  In the hearing transcript, the commentor cites Policy N-49; this should be a reference to Policy N-39 as 

Policy N-49 is not discussed in the Draft EIR. 
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PTC1.51 The commentor requests additional open space as a way to mitigate the height of the SHC 
Hospital towers.  The significant impact related to visual quality and character would be 
mitigated to a less-than-significant level by Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, as discussed on 
page 3.3-39 of the Draft EIR.  The City’s Architectural Review process would address, 
among other factors, whether the SUMC Project has a coherent composition and whether 
its bulk and mass are harmonious with surrounding development.  The City Council will 
then determine if the design promotes consistent transitions in scale and character and that 
the amount and arrangement of open space are appropriate to the design and function of the 
structures.  Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 would reduce visual quality impacts to less than 
significant.  Additionally, open space protection in areas other than the SUMC Sites would 
not further mitigate the increased density impacts to the SUMC Sites.  As such, further 
mitigation is not warranted. 

 In addition, as stated on page 3.14-9 of the Public Services section of the Draft EIR, the 
SUMC Project sponsors propose to expand the existing open space at the SUMC Sites.  
The open space would include walkways, open plazas, and landscaped areas for employees, 
patients, and visitors.  The SUMC Project would also incorporate new sections of open 
space and small grass fields, increasing pervious surfaces by 23 percent over existing 
conditions.  Several of these proposed open spaces would be visible from public areas, 
such as the landscaped gateway at the corner of Welch Road/Quarry Road, the 
LPCH/Shopping Center connection along Welch Road, the Hoover Pavilion entry lawn, 
and the refurbished Pasteur Mall.  In addition, the SUMC Project sponsors would provide 
access to Stanford University’s fields for SUMC employees.  This access would offset the 
potential deterioration new SUMC employees could cause on City parks.  Therefore, even 
though the SUMC Project would increase height and bulk at the SUMC Sites, additional 
open space would be included and access to other open space areas would be available. 
Since these open space areas are already part of the SUMC Project site plans and would be 
sufficient, additional open spaces on- or off-site are not required as mitigation in the Draft 
EIR. 

PTC1.52 The commentor expresses support for a hotel at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  Please Refer to 
Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to 
the proposed alternatives.    

PTC1.53 The commentor suggests renewal of the Palo Alto-Stanford Fire Protection Agreement as 
part of the Development Agreement for the SUMC Project.  The Palo Alto-Stanford Fire 
Protection Agreement is scheduled to terminate in 2026.  This is a separate agreement that 
is not part of the Development Agreement.  At the termination of this agreement, it is 
expected that the City and Stanford will renegotiate.  There are no other parts of the 
Development Agreement that are currently related to Fire Protection services.  The City 
Council has thus far provided staff with no policy direction to attempt to negotiate an 
extension of the Fire Protection Agreement as a term of this Development Agreement, and 
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has instead identified other priorities for negotiation in the Development Agreement.  See 
Master Response 12 for further discussion of the purpose of the Development Agreement 
and the process for its adoption.  

PTC1.54 The commentor contests the methodologies applied in the cumulative analysis, and raises 
some specific questions on the cumulative analyses related to land use pattern, visual 
quality, population and housing, and fire services.  This response first describes the overall 
approach for the cumulative analysis and then addresses the specific questions. 

 Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15355, cumulative impacts refer to two or more individual 
effects which, when considered together, are considerable or which compound or increase 
other environmental effects.  According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15130(b)(3), “Lead 
agencies should define the geographic scope [or context] of the area affected by the 
cumulative effect and provide a reasonable explanation for the geographic limitation used.”  
The geographic context is typically tailored to the nature of the environmental issue/impact 
and resource or population being affected. Each discussion of cumulative impacts in 
Sections 3.2 through 3.15 of the Draft EIR includes an explanation of the relevant 
geographic context.  Depending on the topic, the geographic context could be localized or 
regional.  For example, the cumulative context for air quality would include the larger 
regional air basin.    

 As stated on page 3.1-2 of the Draft EIR, CEQA Guidelines Section 15130(b) requires that 
an EIR’s analysis of cumulative impacts should be based on either a list of past, present, 
and probable future projects producing related impacts or a summary of projections 
contained in an adopted general plan or related planning document, or in a prior 
environmental document.  The cumulative projects analyzed in the Draft EIR rely on both a 
list of projects within Palo Alto and regional growth projections.  The list of foreseeable 
projects within the City of Palo Alto was provided by City staff and included in the analysis 
(see Appendix B to the Draft EIR).  Growth projections applied to the cumulative analysis 
in the Draft EIR include forecasted growth in adjacent cities other than Palo Alto.  Growth 
projections also include growth allowed under the Stanford University 2000 Community 
Plan and General Use Permit (CP/GUP), ABAG Projections 2005, the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District’s (BAAQMD) air quality projections, the City of Palo Alto’s 
Travel Demand Forecasting Model, and projections of various public service and utility 
providers for the SUMC Project.   

 Cumulative Impacts on Land Use Pattern.  The commentor questions the geographic 
context of Impact LU-6, Cumulative Impacts on Changes to Overall Existing or Planned 
Land Uses in the Area (page 3.2-33 of the Draft EIR).  The geographic context for Impact 
LU-6 is the vicinity of the SUMC Project, which is generally bounded to the north by San 
Francisquito Creek, to the east by El Camino Real, and to the south and west by 
unincorporated Santa Clara County (containing Stanford University lands). The vicinity of 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-52

the SUMC Project generally follows “Area 9” under General Plan Policy L-8 and as such 
comprises a distinct planning area within the City.  Contrary to Comment PTC1.54, this 
area does not just include the SUMC Sites; rather, it includes all areas within the vicinity 
of the SUMC Project.  Since Impact LU-6 is a cumulative analysis, the criteria focuses on 
whether the SUMC Project and other past, present, and future foreseeable development 
would cumulatively result in an adverse change to the type or intensity of existing or 
planned land uses in the area.  Because the issue here is land use pattern and intensity, it is 
appropriate to limit the geographic scope to the distinct planning area within Area 9, or the 
vicinity of the SUMC Project.  It would not be appropriate to extend the geographic scope 
to the north, south, or west because these areas are beyond the City’s land use/planning 
jurisdiction (these areas are in Menlo Park and Santa Clara County).  El Camino Real is a 
six-lane State highway and distinctly divides the vicinity of the SUMC Project from other 
parts of the City.  As such, the geographic context for Impact LU-6 is appropriate.  
According to Appendix B of the Draft EIR, which lists all other foreseeable future projects 
within the City, the only other foreseeable project within this geographic context is the 
project at 777 Welch Road. 

 Cumulative Impacts on Visual Quality.  The commentor contests the conclusions 
regarding cumulative impacts on visual character under Impact VQ-7, Cumulative Impacts 
on Visual Character.  Contrary to the commentor’s statements that [cumulative 
development] is going to be what is here, the cumulative analysis considers impacts from 
the SUMC Project, CP/GUP, 777 Welch Road project, California High Speed Train (HST) 
project, and Caltrain Electrification project.  These projects would be subject to the design 
and setback controls under either the City’s Architectural Review process (Section 
18.76.020 of the Municipal Code) or under the required mitigation measures for the 
CP/GUP.  The design and setback controls would ensure that cumulative impacts on visual 
character would be less than significant.  This analysis is appropriate. 

 Cumulative Impacts Related to Population and Housing.  The commentor states that the 
analysis in Section 3.13, Population and Housing, dismisses cumulative impacts by saying 
housing will be built in several communities over time.  The analysis does not dismiss 
cumulative impacts.  Rather, the analysis indicates that the project-level analysis under 
Impact PH-1 captures both the project-level and cumulative-level analysis.  As discussed 
above, growth projections such as ABAG Projections may be applied to cumulative 
analyses.  The analysis under Impact PH-1 applies ABAG Projections 2005 to determine 
the cumulative housing growth in each community.  Table 3.13-8 demonstrates that the 
indirect housing demand from the SUMC Projects would represent a small percentage of 
the cumulative housing development at 2025 for all jurisdictions.  The SUMC Project 
would not have a significant cumulative impact related to increased housing demand. 

 Cumulative Impacts Related to Fire Service.  The commentor contests the rationale for 
determining a less-than-significant cumulative impact related to fire services.  The 
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significance criterion for fire service is, the SUMC Project would result in a significant 
impact if it would result in an adverse physical impact from the construction of additional 
fire, police, recreational, or school facilities, such as stations, parks, or schools, in order to 
maintain acceptable performance standards (see page 3.14-12 of the Draft EIR).  
Therefore, even if cumulative development would result in additional demand for fire 
services, if the increased demand would not necessitate new or expanded fire facilities, 
then the cumulative impact would not be significant.   

PTC1.55 The commentor states that the SUMC Project is overwhelming the Comprehensive Plan, 
and in updating the Comprehensive Plan, the City should look at policy changes that should 
be applied to the SUMC Project.  The changes to the Comprehensive Plan that are 
proposed as part of the SUMC Project are discussed on page 2-23 of the Draft EIR. Table 
3.2-2 of the Draft EIR provides an analysis of SUMC Project consistency with applicable 
Comprehensive Plan policies; this table shows that, including the SUMC Project’s 
entitlements, the SUMC Project would not conflict with applicable Comprehensive Plan 
policies.  The City is undergoing a Comprehensive Plan Amendment process, which is 
separate from this SUMC Project process.  However, this SUMC Project process will 
inform the Comprehensive Plan Amendment process.  This analysis of the SUMC Project’s 
consistency with the Comprehensive Plan must be based on the currently adopted 
Comprehensive Plan.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for further discussion of the City 
approval process for the SUMC Project and its relationship to the Comprehension Plan 
Amendment process. 

 The commentor also states that serious consideration should be given to provision of 
workforce housing, housing near transportation, and housing near the workplace.  The 
Draft EIR identifies Mitigation Measure PH-3.1, which conceptually describes provisions 
for such housing.  Please see Master Response 7 for a discussion of the feasibility if this 
measure.  The Draft EIR also identifies the Village Concept Alternative, which involves 
recommendations for such housing.  Please see Master Response 8 for a discussion of the 
range of alternatives for consideration and the City’s ability to approve portions of various 
alternatives.  By including Mitigation Measure PH-3.1 and the Village Concept Alternative 
in the Draft EIR, City staff have identified such housing for serious consideration. 

 Two commentors express concern that ARB’s role in reducing land use impacts for the 
SUMC Project is beyond their authority.  As stated on page 3.3-38 of the Draft EIR, ARB 
would conduct Architectural Review of the mass and layout, landscaping, and exterior 
building treatment, but not make recommendation with regard to proposed land uses. 
Please see Master Response 11 for further discussion of the City approval process for the 
SUMC Project.  ARB’s recommendations regarding these factors will be forwarded to the 
City Council for consideration.  The City Council would then review the recommendations 
and make findings, as appropriate, that the design is compatible with the existing character.  
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Therefore, the City Council would have the final approval regarding the building mass, site 
layout, landscaping, and exterior building treatments. 

PTC1.56 The commentor suggests that the PAFD review the Draft EIR to make sure that it is 
adequate in terms of Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) 
standards.  This comment pertains to the design of the SUMC Project and does not address 
the adequacy of the Draft EIR or the SUMC Project’s compliance with CEQA.  The Draft 
EIR analyzes whether the design features of the SUMC Project as a whole would impact 
the environment and surrounding areas and does not consider specific design features that 
would not have a physical impact on the environment.  As explained in Responses PTC1.2, 
PTC1.41, and PTC1.54 per CEQA requirements, the SUMC Project would only have an 
impact on the PAFD if it triggered the need to construct new fire facilities.  Since the 
SUMC Project would not expand the need for fire services to the extent that new facilities 
would need to be constructed, the impacts are considered less than significant. 

 However, with regard to the SUMC Project building design, acting Fire Marshall 
Simpkinson confirms that due to the Building Code, the buildings would be required to 
adhere to the correct fire protection measures.  In addition, OSHPD has a policy of 
implementing locally adopted ordinances or requirements and standards.  Therefore, if the 
PAFD has a particular local standard, OSHPD will need to respect those and consult with 
the PAFD for clarification.  This would be addressed when the SUMC Project sponsors 
apply for the building permit.18  Please refer to Response PTC1.40, above, for more 
discussion regarding communications between the SUMC Project sponsors and PAFD. 

PTC1.57 The commentor requests a parcel report that shows the property lines and how they relate 
to adjacent properties.  A parcel report for the SUMC Sites is available upon request at the 
City of Palo Alto Planning and Community Environment Department.  In addition, Figure 
5-2 is included to show the parcels that comprise the SUMC Sites, their acreage, and how 
they relate to one another. 

                                              
18  Gordon Simpkinson, Acting Fire Marshall, Palo Alto Fire Department, Planning and Transportation 

Commission Hearing, June 2, 2010. 
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 The parcel report indicates that there are no parcels within Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 
142-04-012 at the Hoover Pavilion Site, as suggested in the Draft EIR.  Instead, APN 142-
04-019 is the main parcel at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  In addition, APN 142-04-10 is 
within Santa Clara County lands and not within the City of Palo Alto.  As such, the below 
edits have been made to the Draft EIR.  Additionally, it is important to note that although 
the parcel report does not include APN 142-23-018, as included in the Draft EIR as part of 
the Main SUMC Site, this is a new parcel recorded with the Sand Hill Road Project 
approval, but not yet reflected in assessor parcel maps.  

 The following edits have been made to the third paragraph on page 2-12 of the Draft EIR:   

The approximately 56-acre Main SUMC Site is comprised of Assessor Parcel Numbers 
(APNs) 142-03-008, 142-03-037, 142-23-003, 142-23-004, 142-23-005, 142-23-006, 
142-23-007, 142-23-010, 142-23-012, 142-23-016, 142-23-017, 142-23-018, 142-23-
019, 142-23-024, 142-23-025.  Properties within the approximately 9.9-acre Hoover 
Pavilion Site include APNs 142-04-012, 142-04-011, and 142-04-10 142-04-019. 

PTC1.58 The commentor suggests dedication of open space to offset the increased FAR of the SUMC 
Project.  The Draft EIR does not identify a significant impact that would warrant 
dedication of open space as a mitigation measure or as an alternative to the SUMC Project.  
Please refer to Master Response 11 for further information regarding the City approval 
process and Master Response 12 for further information regarding the Development 
Agreement. 

PTC1.59 The commentor has questions regarding the cumulative impact analysis and consideration 
of regional effects.  For a description of cumulative impacts, including regional impacts, 
refer to Response PTC1.54, above.   

 The commentor also expresses the desire for the Project Objectives to include meeting 
regional needs for disaster preparedness.  The SUMC project sponsor objectives do 
include objectives to meet regional needs for disaster preparedness.  The following 
objectives are presented on page 2-5 of the Draft EIR: 

 Meet regional needs for emergency and disaster preparedness: 

1. Design facilities to take into account needs identified in the region’s Disaster 
Preparedness Program, such as the ability to quickly add or convert beds and 
procedure rooms to manage critically injured patients for mass population 
events such as earthquakes, pandemics (influenza), or man-made 
biological/chemical exposure (bioterrorism, etc); and 

2. Design facilities to maintain and further SUMC’s role as a Level 1 Trauma 
Center for daily and extreme-disaster healthcare delivery. 
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PTC1.60 The commentor suggests a No New Net Trips requirement that all trips be mitigated either 
onsite or elsewhere in the City.  Please see Master Response 2 for a discussion of imposing 
a No Net New Trips requirement.  Also, per CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(4)(B), 
mitigation measures must be roughly proportional to the impacts of the project.  The 
standards of significance that were applied to the transportation analysis are listed on pages 
3.4-30 through 3.4-32 of this EIR.  Based on these criteria, there could be some increase in 
traffic that would not result in a significant impact.  As such, requiring no net new trips as 
a mitigation measure would be beyond the requirements of CEQA. See Staff-Initiated 
Change 2, which provides the revised analysis of level of service (LOS) impacts, and the 
updated mitigation measures for significant LOS impacts.  The mitigation measures 
identified in Staff-Initiated Change 2 are appropriate.   

PTC1.61 The commentor requests an update to Figure 2-11 on page 2-36 of the Draft EIR to reflect 
surrounding building heights.  The heights of additional existing structures adjacent to the 
SUMC Sites do not change the SUMC Project impacts.  As such, Figure 2-11 of the Draft 
EIR will not be revised to include adjacent building heights.  Please refer to Master 
Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

 However, the following is a description of building heights in the vicinity of the Main 
SUMC Site.  The buildings along the outer portion of Welch Road are restricted to a 50-
foot height limit.  Although data on specific building heights are not available, the number 
of floors for each building is as follows: 

 730 Welch Road – Two stories 

 750 Welch Road – Three stories 

 770 Welch Road – Four stories 

 780 Welch Road – Two stories 

 800 Welch Road – Three stories  

 900 Welch Road – Four stories 

 1000 Welch Road – Four stories19 

PTC1.62 The commentor states that Table 3.13-3 on page 3.13-5 of the Draft EIR should be updated 
with a specific date for when housing building permits were issued.  As such, Table 3.13-3 
has been revised as follows.  

  

                                              
19  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 
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Table 3.13-3 
ABAG Regional Housing Need Allocation for Palo Alto, 2007-2014 

Income Level 2007-2014 Need 
Building Permits Issued 

2007-Present2008 Unmet Need 

Very Lowa 690 57 633 

Lowb 543 2 541 

Moderatec 641 91 550 

Subtotal of Affordable Units 1,874 150 1,724 

Above Moderated 986 591 395 

Total 2,860 741 2,119 

Sources: ABAG, 2008.  San Francisco Bay Area Housing Needs Plan: 2007-2014; and City of Palo Alto, 2008. 
Notes: 
a. Very Low: Households with incomes between 0 and 50 percent of County median family income.  
b. Low:  Households with incomes between 51 and 80 percent of County median family income. 
c. Moderate:  Households with incomes between 81 and 120 percent of County median family income. 
d. Above Moderate:  Households with incomes greater than 120 percent of County median family income. 
 

PTC1.63 The commentor questions whether Table 3.13-8 on page 3.12-12 of the Draft EIR considers 
the zip code 94303 as Palo Alto or East Palo Alto.  The SUMC employee zip code data are 
broken up based on which city the employee is from and further divided into the individual 
zip codes.  Several zip codes traverse more than one jurisdiction and this is considered in 
the employee zip code distribution in the Draft EIR.  Regarding the zip code 94303, as 
shown in Appendix L of the Draft EIR, 124 employees in the 94303 zip code are from Palo 
Alto and 158 SUMC employees in the 94303 zip code are from East Palo Alto.  Therefore, 
the table makes a distinction between the two cities, although they share the same zip code.  
The zip code data provided is accurate and does not change the information provided in the 
Draft EIR.  No further revisions are required.   

PTC1.64 The commentor requests a revision to the Draft EIR to include the Stanford campus, 
Portola Valley, and Los Altos Hills employee zip code data into the Palo Alto Unified 
School District (PAUSD) impact calculations.  It is important to note that although the 
PAUSD serves portions of these jurisdictions, not all areas are served.  According to the 
PAUSD, the school district serves students who live in “the City of Palo Alto, certain areas 
of Los Altos Hills, and Portola Valley, as well as the Stanford University campus.”20  
However, it is difficult to determine which areas of these jurisdictions that future 
employees would move to.  In addition, even if all future SUMC Project employees would 
move to areas outside of Palo Alto that are served by the PAUSD, the increase in student 
generation would be negligible, as described below. 

                                              
20  Palo Alto Unified School District, “Background,” accessed on September 15, 2010 at: 

http://pausd.org/community/about/background.shtml. 
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 As shown in Appendix L of the Draft EIR, 93 employees from the Stanford campus, 29 
employees from Portola Valley, and 18 employees from Los Altos Hills currently work at 
the SUMC.  This means that 1.1 percent of the total employees who work for the SUMC 
live on the Stanford campus, 0.3 percent are from Portola Valley, and 0.2 percent are from 
Los Altos Hills.  Therefore, the SUMC Project in 2025 would generate the demand for 
approximately 14 housing units within the Stanford campus, four housing units in Portola 
Valley, and three housing units within Los Altos Hills.21  In total, the SUMC Project would 
generate a demand for 21 housing units between these three locations.  Applying the 
standard student generation rate of 0.7 students per household, the indirect school demand 
that would be generated by the SUMC Project would be approximately 15 additional 
students within the PAUSD schools.  However, this is a conservative scenario since the 
PAUSD does not serve all areas of Portola Valley and Los Altos Hills.  In addition, even if 
all 15 students were added to the 73 students in Palo Alto generated by the SUMC Project, 
the indirect school demand of the SUMC Project would still be within the current capacity 
of the PAUSD.  As such, the tertiary impact of the SUMC Project on the PAUSD is not 
expected to trigger the expansion of schools. 

 Nonetheless, as explained in more detail in Response PTC1.18, above, regardless of 
whether the school district is at capacity or whether the SUMC Project would increase 
enrollment over the existing or future capacity, payment of the school impact fees by the 
SUMC Project sponsors would mitigate impacts to less than significant.  As discussed on 
page 3.14-17 of the Draft EIR, payment of the school impact fees enabled by the Leroy F. 
Greene School Facilities Act of 1998 is deemed to constitute full and complete mitigation 
for school impacts.  As such, fulfillment of this requirement would mitigate the tertiary 
impacts of the SUMC Project to less than significant.  

PTC1.65 The commentor questions the relationship between the additional 2,053 parking spaces and 
the 8,000 net new daily trips with GO Passes, which would fill the 2,053 parking spaces.  
The 2,053 parking spaces is the calculated number of net new parking spaces required to be 
provided under the SUMC Project without mitigation measures.  Some mitigation 
measures, such as the GO Pass, would reduce the required parking because the number of 
automobile trips would be reduced.  Appendix I of the Transportation Impact Analysis 
(Appendix C of the Draft EIR) calculates the reduction in additional parking needed with 
the implementation of the GO Pass mitigation measure.  As shown in Appendix I, the 
2,053 spaces can be reduced by 716 parking spaces with the GO Pass mitigation measure.  
A substantial number of the 8,000 daily trips would be patient or visitor trips with several 
patients or visitors using the same parking space as it turns over during the day. 

                                              
21  1,303 SUMC Project housing units (full buildout) x 1.1 percent = 14 SUMC Project housing units at the 

Stanford campus; 1,303 SUMC Project housing units x 0.3 percent = ~4 housing units in Portola Valley; 
1,303 SUMC Project housing units x 0.2 percent = ~3 housing units in Los Altos Hills 
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 The commentor also states that the work schedule of the SUMC employees does not 
generally match the schedule of Stanford University and Caltrain.  Appendix H of the 
Transportation Impact Analysis (Appendix C of the Draft EIR) includes information 
provided by the SUMC Project sponsors concerning mode split and the hours worked by 
Hospital employees.  The data in Appendix H shows that 77 percent of existing employees 
work a typical day shift.  As shown in Table 5-5, below, Caltrain currently operates trains 
to meet the demand of a typical day shift and would serve those 77 percent of employees.   

  

Table 5-5 
Caltrain Service By Hour 

Time 

Number of 
Northbound 

Trains 

Number of 
Southbound 

Trains 

5.a.m. 2 1 

6 a.m. 3 2 

7 a.m. 4 3 

8 a.m. 4 4 

9 a.m. 2 3 

10 a.m. 2 2 

11 a.m. 1 1 

12 noon 1 1 

1 p.m. 1 1 

2 p.m. 1 1 

3 p.m. 2 2 

4 p.m. 2 3 

5 p.m. 3 4 

6 p.m. 3 4 
Source: AECOM, 2010. 

PTC1.66 The commentor expresses support for a hotel at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  Please Refer to 
Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to 
the proposed alternatives.   

PTC1.67 The commentor requests that the fire agreement consider the development under the 
CP/GUP.  Please refer to Master Response 12 for a discussion of the City/Stanford fire 
contract. 

PTC1.68 The commentor questions the potential development along Welch Road and at the Stanford 
Shopping Center.  The future projects list and map that was used for the cumulative 
analysis in Section 3 of the Draft EIR is provided in Appendix B of the Draft EIR.  
Included in this list is the development at 777 Welch Road, which would construct a 3-
story, 35,115 square-foot medical building.  The construction and operation of this project 
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is incorporated into the cumulative analysis in Section 3 of the Draft EIR.  Other than the 
development at 777 Welch Road, no further development in this area was being considered 
when environmental review of the SUMC Project commenced.  Subsequently, the Stanford 
School of Medicine has applied for building improvements at 800 Welch Road.  The 800 
Welch Road project would not substantially increase cumulative impacts compared to the 
impacts disclosed in the Draft EIR.  The 800 Welch Road project is smaller in size than the 
777 Welch Road Project.   

 As explained on pages 3.1-3 through 3.1-4 in Section 3.1 of the Draft EIR, the Stanford 
Shopping Center expansion is not considered a reasonably foreseeable project in the City 
and is, therefore, not included in the cumulative project list evaluated in the Draft EIR.  As 
described in the Draft EIR, the Simon Property Group submitted an application in 2007 to 
expand the Stanford Shopping Center and construct a boutique hotel.22  However, this 
application was withdrawn in April 2009.  Given Stanford University’s statement that it 
intends to focus its development efforts on the SUMC Project, and due to the current 
economic downturn and changing retail trends, the scope of any future development at the 
Stanford Shopping Center is too speculative to analyze at this point.  As stated by Stanford, 
the Shopping Center expansion is no longer before the City for its consideration and there 
are no foreseeable plans, proposals, or programs in place that would bring the Shopping 
Center expansion back to the City for approval at a later time.23  Therefore, the Stanford 
Shopping Center expansion is not considered a probable future project for the purposes of 
the discussion of cumulative impacts, per CEQA Guidelines Section 15130.  Nevertheless, 
background growth at the Shopping Center is included in the City’s regional traffic model. 

PTC1.69 The commentor requests that an earthquake scenario be considered in relation to the 
SUMC Project.  Impact GS-1 on pages 3.10-22 through 3.10-25 of the Draft EIR discusses 
the exposure of the SUMC Project to seismic-related hazards.  As explained, the SUMC 
Project would be required to comply with the seismic safety standards of the City of Palo 
Alto and the State Building Codes for the non-hospital portions of the SUMC Project.  In 
addition, the hospital portions would need to comply with the OSHPD 1 requirements of 
the 2007 California Building Code and design recommendations of the SUMC Project’s 
geotechnical report.  Therefore, the SUMC Project’s impact on exposure to seismically-
induced groundshaking would be less than significant.    

 The PAFD would follow the strategies outlined in the Palo Alto Emergency Operations 
Plan (EOP) immediately following an earthquake.  Although the SUMC Project would 
increase operations, it would not significantly impact how the PAFD would respond to 
emergency calls during or after a natural disaster.  However, as explained on pages 3.12-

                                              
22  Simon Property Group, “Simon Properties – Stanford Shopping Center Expansion Application,” August 20, 

2007. 
23  Barbara Schussman, Bingham McCutchen LLP, correspondence with Cara Silver, Palo Alto Senior Assistant 

City Attorney, April 16, 2009. 
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48 through 3.12-50 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project would have a significant impact 
on emergency access routes due to truck traffic during construction and degradation of the 
LOS at several intersections during operation.  Mitigation Measure HM-10.1 would require 
advanced coordination with the City of Palo Alto on construction routes.  This measure, 
together with Mitigation Measures TR-1.1, TR-1.4 through TR-1.6, and TR-1.8, presented 
in Section 3.4, Transportation, would reduce the significant impacts to a less-than-
significant level.  In addition, Mitigation Measure TR-9.1, also presented in Section 3.4, 
would involve the installation of emergency vehicle traffic signal priority (OptiCom) at all 
intersections significantly impacted by the operations of the SUMC Project.  Therefore, 
implementation of these measures would reduce the SUMC Project’s impact on emergency 
evacuation and response plans to less than significant and the SUMC Project would not 
affect PAFD disaster strategies that are already in place.    

PTC1.70 The commentor asks for the number of net new Peak Hour trips, and asks whether or not 
these trips would add to congestion.  Before mitigation, the SUMC Project would generate 
766 new trips is the AM Peak Hour and 746 in the PM Peak Hour, as shown on Table 3.4-
16 on page 3.4-45 of the Draft EIR.  These numbers would be reduced by approximately 
500 trips in each Peak Hour with the implementation of the GO Pass mitigation measure.  
Therefore, there would be an additional 266 AM Peak Hour and 246 PM Peak Hour trips 
with the implementation of the GO Pass mitigation measure.  Each of these trips would add 
to intersection delay, a measurement of congestion.  At intersections that operate at an 
acceptable LOS, ranging from LOS A through LOS D, the additional congestion caused by 
these added trips would be less than at intersections that operate at poor LOS, either LOS E 
or LOS F.  As intersection LOS deteriorates, each trip added to the intersection has a 
greater effect on overall delay.   

 Before mitigation, 11 intersections would operate at an unacceptable LOS due to the 
increase in traffic from the SUMC Project.  After mitigation, no intersections would 
operate at an unacceptable LOS due to the increase in traffic from the SUMC Project.  
Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 2 and Section 6, Revisions to the Draft EIR, for an 
updated list of intersection impacts resulting from the SUMC Project.  

PTC1.71 The commentor believes that ARB should not have to address land use impacts.  See 
Response PTC1.55 and Master Response 11 for an explanation in ARB’s role in addressing 
visual impacts associated with the building designs and locations.   

PTC1.72 The commentor states that open space should be set aside for mitigation of the building 
intensity at the SUMC Sites.  See Responses PTC1.51 and PTC1.58 for an explanation as 
to why open space dedication would not be a warranted mitigation measure for the SUMC 
Project.   

PTC1.73 The commentor states that the SUMC Project overwhelms the Comprehensive Plan.  Please 
see Response PTC1.55, above.  
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PTC1.74 The commentor questions whether a gift shop and/or a cafeteria would be included in the 
SUMC Project designs.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC 
Project design and other non-CEQA issues.   

 A description of the amenities that would be provided under the SUMC Project is provided 
here.  As currently contemplated, the SUMC Project would include a new cafeteria on the 
ground floor of the new SHC Hospital building, as well as a new cafeteria and café on the 
first floor of the LPCH Hospital building.  In addition, the other food service options that 
are currently located at the SUMC would remain, including a café on the ground floor of 
the Advanced Medicine Center, a café on the ground floor of the CCSR building, a 
cafeteria on the ground floor of the Clark Center, a Peet’s Coffee shop on an upper floor of 
the Clark Center, and Tootsie’s on the ground floor of the Stanford Barn.24  Changes to 
these amenities would not substantially change the SUMC Project’s environmental impacts. 

PTC1.75 The commentor is concerned that the 100-foot ladder truck would trigger the need for new 
or expanded fire facilities.  As described by acting Fire Marshall Gordon Simpkinson, the 
PAFD has examined the apparatus housing capabilities of the fire stations and has 
determined that the current facilities are capable of handling any new equipment.  In 
addition, the existing facilities would be able to house additional PAFD staff that could be 
hired as a result of the SUMC Project. 25  Therefore, since the SUMC Project would not 
trigger the need for new or expanded fire stations, the impact would be less than 
significant, as concluded in the Draft EIR.  

PTC1.76 The commentor states that, in order to properly implement the GO Pass mitigation 
measure, effective bicycle and pedestrian linkages and/or Marguerite shuttle service need to 
be in place.  Please see Master Response 1, which discusses the effectiveness of the GO 
Pass, provision of expanded Marguerite shuttle service to accommodate increased ridership 
between the SUMC and Caltrain due to the GO Pass, and provides clarification to the 
enhancements to the pedestrian and bicycle network under Mitigation Measure TR-2.3. 

PTC1.77 The comment questions how much authority Menlo Park has on the SUMC Project and asks 
how the fee of 10 cents per-square-foot to fund the Menlo Park shuttle was negotiated.  
Menlo Park does not have any approval authority over the SUMC Project; however, they 
can comment on the Draft EIR and meetings between Palo Alto and Menlo Park have 
occurred with respect to the SUMC Project.  Please see Staff-Initiated Change 1 for a 
discussion of the warranted measures related to transit, including contributions to shuttle 
service and the deletion of payment toward the Menlo Park Shuttle as Mitigation.  Please 
see Master Response 6 regarding the SUMC Project sponsors’ offer to pay such a fee as 
part of a Development Agreement.  

                                              
24  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 
25  Gordon Simpkinson, Acting Fire Marshall, Palo Alto Fire Department, Planning and Transportation 

Commission Hearing, June 2, 2010. 
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PTC1.78 The commentor expresses that review of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment should occur 
concurrently with the review of this EIR.  The Comprehensive Plan Amendment is on a 
separate schedule than the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for the 
review process of the SUMC Project in relation to the City’s Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment schedule. 

PTC1.79 The commentor disagrees with the assumption that eight percent of SUMC employees would 
seek to live in Palo Alto, and indicates that the City should mitigate all SUMC Project 
housing demand in order to “reciprocate” with other communities.  As shown in Table 
3.13-8 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project’s indirect housing demand for 1,303 units 
would be a small percentage of projected housing growth for each community within the 
region; as such, region-wide there would be a less-than-significant demand on housing.  
Eight percent of the housing demand, or 104 units, would occur in Palo Alto and would 
comprise a small 1.7 percent of the projected housing growth in Palo Alto.  As such, 
impacts would be less than significant.  The data in Table 3.13-8 is based on historical 
evidence, comprised of SUMC’s data on the residential distribution of their employees (see 
Appendix L of the Draft EIR).26  As such, it is appropriate to apply the eight percent 
distribution within Palo Alto.  Also, per CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(3), 
mitigation measures are not required for effects which are not found to be significant.  
Lastly, the impact on the City’s jobs to employed residents ratio is not, itself, an 
environmental impact.  The analysis of impacts to the jobs of employed residents ratio is 
presented for informational purposes as an alternative metric of analyzing ways to mitigate 
the SUMC Project’s mobile source air pollutant emissions.  Please see Master Response 7 
for a discussion of the SUMC Project’s impact on the jobs to employed residents ratio and 
Mitigation Measure PH-3.1.   

PTC1.80 The commentor indicates that the proposed changes to the Comprehensive Plan would be 
“defining away” the impact rather than evaluating and mitigating the impact.  The 
proposed changes to the Comprehensive Plan would be consistent with the proposed 
development at the SUMC Sites.  The environmental impacts of the SUMC Project, which 
would be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan after the proposed entitlements are 
obtained, are identified and mitigated to the extent feasible throughout this EIR.  Please 
refer to PTC1.35, above, for additional discussion of the Comprehensive Plan 
amendments.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for the review process of the SUMC 
Project in relation to the City’s Comprehensive Plan Amendment schedule. 

                                              
26  Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project Application, August 2007, as amended; Tab 5, Figure 5-5. 



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

of
 3

8

PL
A

N
N

IN
G

&
 T

R
A

N
SP

O
R

T
A

T
IO

N
   

   
   

   
 

1

C
O

M
M

IS
SI

O
N

 
2

M
IN

U
T

E
S

3 4
==

==
==

==
==

M
EE

TI
N

G
S 

A
R

E 
C

A
B

LE
C

A
ST

 L
IV

E 
O

N
 G

O
V

ER
N

M
EN

T 
A

C
C

ES
S 

C
H

A
N

N
EL

 2
6=

==
==

==
==

=
5

Sp
ec

ia
l M

ee
tin

g 
of

 W
ed

ne
sd

ay
, J

un
e 

9,
 2

01
0

6
C

ou
nc

il 
Ch

am
be

rs
, C

iv
ic

 C
en

te
r, 

1s
t F

lo
or

7
25

0 
H

am
ilt

on
 A

ve
nu

e
8

Pa
lo

 A
lto

, C
al

ifo
rn

ia
 9

43
01

9 10
R

O
LL

 C
A

LL
:

7:
50

 P
M

11 12
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

s:
St

af
f:

13
D

an
ie

l G
ar

be
r -

C
ha

ir
 

C
ur

tis
 W

ill
ia

m
s, 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 D
ir

ec
to

r
14

Sa
m

ir
 T

um
a 

–
V-

C
ha

ir
C

ar
a 

Si
lv

er
, S

r. 
As

si
st

an
t C

ity
 A

tto
rn

ey
15

Su
sa

n 
Fi

ne
be

rg
Ju

lie
 C

ap
or

gn
o,

 C
hi

ef
 P

la
n.

 &
 T

ra
ns

p.
 O

ffi
ci

al
16

Ed
ua

rd
o 

M
ar

tin
ez

St
ev

en
 T

ur
ne

r, 
Ad

va
nc

e 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 M

an
ag

er
17

Ar
th

ur
 K

el
le

r
Li

sa
 G

re
en

, A
dm

in
. A

ss
oc

.
18

Le
e 

I. 
Li

pp
er

t
19

G
re

g 
Ta

na
ka

20 21
A

G
E

N
D

IZ
E

D
 IT

E
M

S:
22

1.
St

an
fo

rd
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r F

ac
ili

tie
s R

en
ew

al
 a

nd
 R

ep
la

ce
m

en
t P

ro
je

ct
23

A
PP

R
O

VA
L 

O
F

 M
IN

U
TE

S:
  

M
ee

tin
g 

of
 M

ay
 2

6,
 2

01
0.

24 25
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 W
el

co
m

e 
to

 th
e 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 a
nd

 T
ra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 m

ee
tin

g 
of

 
26

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
, J

un
e 

9,
 2

01
0.

  W
ou

ld
 th

e 
Se

cr
et

ar
y 

pl
ea

se
 c

al
l r

ol
l. 

 T
ha

nk
 y

ou
.

27 28
N

ow
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

th
e 

tim
e 

fo
r a

ny
on

e 
w

is
hi

ng
 to

 sp
ea

k 
on

 it
em

s n
ot

 o
n 

ou
r a

ge
nd

a 
th

is
 

29
ev

en
in

g 
to

 sp
ea

k.
  I

 se
e 

no
 c

ar
ds

.
30 31

O
RA

L 
C

O
M

M
U

N
IC

AT
IO

N
S.

M
em

be
rs

 o
f t

he
 p

ub
lic

 m
ay

 sp
ea

k 
to

 a
ny

 it
em

 n
ot

 o
n 

th
e 

32
ag

en
da

 w
ith

 a
 li

m
ita

tio
n 

of
 th

re
e 

(3
) m

in
ut

es
 p

er
 sp

ea
ke

r. 
 T

ho
se

 w
ho

 d
es

ire
 to

 sp
ea

k 
m

us
t 

33
co

m
pl

et
e 

a 
sp

ea
ke

r r
eq

ue
st

 c
ar

d 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fr
om

 th
e 

se
cr

et
ar

y 
of

 th
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

.  
Th

e 
34

Pl
an

ni
ng

 a
nd

 T
ra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 re

se
rv

es
 th

e 
rig

ht
 to

 li
m

it 
th

e 
or

al
 

35
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

ns
 p

er
io

d 
to

 1
5 

m
in

ut
es

.
36 37

AG
EN

D
A 

C
H

AN
G

ES
, A

D
D

IT
IO

N
S 

AN
D

 D
EL

ET
IO

N
S.

  T
he

 a
ge

nd
a 

m
ay

 h
av

e 
ad

di
tio

na
l 

38
ite

m
s a

dd
ed

 to
 it

 u
p 

un
til

 7
2 

ho
ur

s p
rio

r t
o 

m
ee

tin
g 

tim
e.

39 40
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 W
e 

w
ill

 g
o 

im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

 th
er

ef
or

e 
to

 it
em

 n
um

be
r o

ne
.  

Ite
m

 n
um

be
r o

ne
 is

 
41

th
e 

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r F
ac

ili
tie

s R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t P
ro

je
ct

.  
Th

is
 

42
ev

en
in

g 
w

e 
ar

e 
go

in
g 

to
 b

e 
fo

cu
si

ng
 o

n 
th

e 
V

is
ua

l Q
ua

lit
y,

 B
io

lo
gi

ca
l R

es
ou

rc
es

, a
nd

 
43

C
ul

tu
ra

l R
es

ou
rc

es
 C

ha
pt

er
s o

f t
he

 D
EI

R
.  

W
ou

ld
 S

ta
ff

 li
ke

 to
 m

ak
e 

a 
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n?
44 45

N
E

W
 B

U
SI

N
E

SS
.

46

P
T
C

2

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

of
 3

8

Pu
bl

ic
 H

ea
ri

ng
:

1 2
1.

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s R

en
ew

al
 a

nd
 R

ep
la

ce
m

en
t P

ro
je

ct
:

3
St

an
fo

rd
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r F

ac
ili

tie
s R

en
ew

al
 a

nd
 R

ep
la

ce
m

en
t P

ro
je

ct
-

4
M

ee
tin

g 
to

 a
cc

ep
t c

om
m

en
ts

 o
n 

th
e 

D
ra

ft 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l I

m
pa

ct
 R

ep
or

t (
D

EI
R

) f
or

 th
e 

5
St

an
fo

rd
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r F

ac
ili

tie
s R

en
ew

al
 a

nd
 R

ep
la

ce
m

en
t P

ro
je

ct
,

6
in

cl
ud

in
g 

an
 o

ve
rv

ie
w

 o
f t

he
 V

is
ua

l Q
ua

lit
y,

 B
io

lo
gi

ca
l R

es
ou

rc
es

, a
nd

 C
ul

tu
ra

l 
7

R
es

ou
rc

es
 c

ha
pt

er
s o

f t
he

 D
EI

R
.

8 9
N

E
W

 B
U

SI
N

E
SS

.
10

Pu
bl

ic
 H

ea
ri

ng
:

11 12
1.

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s R

en
ew

al
 a

nd
 R

ep
la

ce
m

en
t P

ro
je

ct
:

13
St

an
fo

rd
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r F

ac
ili

tie
s R

en
ew

al
 a

nd
 R

ep
la

ce
m

en
tP

ro
je

ct
-

14
M

ee
tin

g 
to

 a
cc

ep
t c

om
m

en
ts

 o
n 

th
e 

D
ra

ft 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l I

m
pa

ct
 R

ep
or

t (
D

EI
R

) f
or

 th
e 

15
St

an
fo

rd
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r F

ac
ili

tie
s R

en
ew

al
 a

nd
 R

ep
la

ce
m

en
t P

ro
je

ct
,

16
in

cl
ud

in
g 

an
 o

ve
rv

ie
w

 o
f t

he
 V

is
ua

l Q
ua

lit
y,

 B
io

lo
gi

ca
l R

es
ou

rc
es

, a
nd

 C
ul

tu
ra

l 
17

R
es

ou
rc

es
 c

ha
pt

er
s o

f t
he

 D
EI

R
.

18 19
M

r. 
St

ev
en

 T
ur

ne
r, 

A
dv

an
ce

 P
la

nn
in

g 
M

an
ag

er
:  

Y
es

, t
ha

nk
 y

ou
 C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r. 

 M
y 

na
m

e 
20

is
 S

te
ve

n 
Tu

rn
er

, A
dv

an
ce

 P
la

nn
in

g 
M

an
ag

er
 fo

r t
he

 C
ity

 o
f P

al
o 

A
lto

, a
nd

 P
ro

je
ct

 
21

M
an

ag
er

 fo
r t

he
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

Pr
oj

ec
ts

.  
A

s C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r m
en

tio
ne

d,
 to

ni
gh

t i
s t

he
 se

co
nd

 
22

m
ee

tin
g 

of
 o

ur
 c

on
tin

ui
ng

 se
rie

s o
f d

is
cu

ss
io

ns
 w

ith
 th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
e 

D
ra

ft 
23

EI
R

 fo
r t

he
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r P
ro

je
ct

.  
To

ni
gh

t’s
 m

ee
tin

g 
is

 to
 fo

cu
s o

n 
24

th
e 

V
is

ua
l Q

ua
lit

y,
 B

io
lo

gi
ca

l R
es

ou
rc

es
, a

nd
 C

ul
tu

ra
lR

es
ou

rc
es

 C
ha

pt
er

s o
f t

he
 D

ra
ft 

25
EI

R
.

26 27
I w

on
’t 

go
 in

to
 a

 lo
t o

f d
et

ai
l r

eg
ar

di
ng

 th
e 

ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
 o

f t
he

 D
ra

ft 
EI

R
.  

Th
at

 w
as

 
28

di
sc

us
se

d 
at

 th
e 

la
st

 m
ee

tin
g.

  J
us

t i
n 

su
m

m
ar

y 
th

e 
EI

R
 w

as
 re

le
as

ed
 fo

r p
ub

lic
 re

vi
ew

 o
n 

29
M

ay
 2

0 
of

 th
is

 y
ea

r f
or

 a
 6

9-
da

y 
re

vi
ew

 p
er

io
d,

 w
hi

ch
 w

ou
ld

 e
nd

 o
n 

Ju
ly

 2
7,

 2
01

0.
30 31

W
e 

ar
e 

br
ea

ki
ng

 th
e 

re
vi

ew
 o

f t
he

 E
IR

 in
to

 sm
al

le
r p

ie
ce

s f
or

 th
e 

be
ne

fit
 o

f t
he

 
32

C
om

m
is

si
on

, C
ou

nc
il 

an
d 

th
e 

pu
bl

ic
 so

 th
at

 w
e 

m
ay

 ju
st

 fo
cu

s o
n 

sm
al

l i
nd

iv
id

ua
l c

ha
pt

er
s 

33
ra

th
er

 th
an

 th
e 

w
ho

le
 d

oc
um

en
t a

t o
ne

 m
ee

tin
g.

  S
o 

w
e 

ar
e 

ha
vi

ng
 a

 se
rie

s o
f 1

1 
m

ee
tin

gs
, 

34
si

x 
w

ith
 th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 a

nd
 fi

ve
 w

ith
 th

e 
C

ou
nc

il,
 to

 a
cc

ep
t p

ub
lic

 c
om

m
en

t a
nd

 
35

qu
es

tio
ns

 o
n 

th
e 

D
ra

ft 
EI

R
.

36 37
Th

e 
pu

rp
os

e 
of

 to
ni

gh
t’s

 m
ee

tin
g 

re
al

ly
 is

 to
 c

ol
le

ct
 c

om
m

en
ts

 o
n 

th
e 

D
ra

ft 
EI

R
.  

It 
is

 n
ot

 
38

in
te

nd
ed

 to
 d

is
cu

ss
 th

e 
m

er
its

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 it

se
lf,

 b
ut

 it
 is

 to
 c

ol
le

ct
 c

om
m

en
ts

 so
 th

at
 w

e 
39

ca
n 

re
sp

on
d 

to
 th

os
e 

co
m

m
en

ts
 fo

r t
he

 F
in

al
 E

IR
 th

at
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

pr
ep

ar
ed

 la
te

r o
n 

in
 th

e 
40

ye
ar

.  
It 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
he

lp
fu

l f
or

 th
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 to
 k

ee
p 

th
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 a
nd

 c
om

m
en

ts
 fo

cu
se

d 
41

on
 th

e 
to

pi
cs

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
in

 th
e 

St
af

f R
ep

or
t f

or
 th

is
 e

ve
ni

ng
.  

C
er

ta
in

ly
 w

e 
w

ill
 a

cc
ep

t 
42

co
m

m
en

ts
 o

n 
al

l c
ha

pt
er

s o
f t

he
 D

ra
ft 

EI
R

, b
ut

 it
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

pr
ob

ab
ly

 m
os

t e
ff

ic
ie

nt
 to

 k
ee

p 
43

co
m

m
en

ts
 fr

om
 th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 fo

cu
se

d 
on

 th
os

e 
ch

ap
te

rs
 th

at
 w

e 
ha

ve
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

to
ni

gh
t. 

 
44

I w
ill

 le
t t

he
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 a

nd
 p

ub
lic

 k
no

w
 th

at
 a

ll 
co

m
m

en
ts

 th
at

 w
e 

re
ce

iv
ed

 to
ni

gh
t w

ill
 

45
be

 a
dd

re
ss

ed
 in

 th
e 

Fi
na

l E
IR

.
46 47

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

65



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 3

of
 3

8

I w
an

t t
o 

ta
lk

 b
rie

fly
 a

bo
ut

 a
 c

ou
pl

e 
of

 th
e 

ro
le

s o
f o

ur
 B

oa
rd

s, 
na

m
el

y 
th

e 
H

is
to

ric
 

1
R

es
ou

rc
es

 B
oa

rd
 a

nd
 th

e 
A

rc
hi

te
ct

ur
al

 R
ev

ie
w

 B
oa

rd
 a

s i
t r

el
at

es
 to

 th
e 

ov
er

al
l p

ro
ce

ss
.  

2
Th

e 
A

rc
hi

te
ct

ur
al

 R
ev

ie
w

 B
oa

rd
 w

ill
 b

e 
re

vi
ew

in
g 

th
e 

ar
ch

ite
ct

ur
e,

 d
es

ig
n,

 si
te

 p
la

nn
in

g,
 

3
an

d 
la

nd
sc

ap
in

g 
fo

r t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

s. 
 T

he
y 

ar
e 

no
t a

 la
nd

 u
se

 B
oa

rd
, t

he
y 

ar
e 

no
t r

ev
ie

w
in

g 
th

e 
4

us
e 

of
 th

e 
la

nd
, b

ut
 th

ey
 a

re
 re

vi
ew

in
g 

ho
w

 p
ro

po
se

d 
bu

ild
in

gs
 a

nd
 st

ru
ct

ur
es

 re
la

te
 to

 a
nd

 
5

ex
is

t o
n 

th
e 

la
nd

.  
Th

ey
 a

re
 a

 re
co

m
m

en
di

ng
 b

od
y.

  T
he

y 
ar

e 
no

t a
 d

ec
is

io
n-

m
ak

in
g 

bo
dy

.  
6

In
 th

is
 c

as
e 

th
ey

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
m

ak
in

g 
th

ei
r r

ec
om

m
en

da
tio

ns
 to

 th
e 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 a
nd

 
7

th
en

 o
nt

o 
th

e 
C

ity
 C

ou
nc

il.
  S

o 
w

e 
w

an
te

d 
to

 m
ak

e 
it 

cl
ea

r t
ha

t t
he

 B
oa

rd
 d

oe
s n

ot
 m

ak
e 

8
an

y 
so

rt 
of

 d
ec

is
io

ns
, a

nd
 a

ll 
of

 th
ei

r r
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
ns

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
pa

ss
ed

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

9
Pl

an
ni

ng
 a

nd
 T

ra
ns

po
rta

tio
n 

C
om

m
is

si
on

.  
Y

ou
 w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

ty
pe

 o
f r

ev
ie

w
 a

nd
 

10
be

 a
bl

e 
to

 se
e 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 th
at

 th
e 

A
R

B
 h

as
 se

en
 b

ef
or

e 
yo

u 
m

ak
e 

yo
ur

 
11

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
n 

to
 th

e 
C

ity
 C

ou
nc

il.
12 13

Th
e 

ro
le

 o
f t

he
 H

R
B

 is
 sl

ig
ht

ly
 d

iff
er

en
t i

n 
th

e 
fa

ct
 th

at
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

no
 st

ru
ct

ur
es

 o
n 

th
e 

si
te

s 
14

th
at

 a
re

 li
st

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
C

ity
’s

 H
is

to
ric

 In
ve

nt
or

y.
  S

o 
th

er
e 

is
 n

ot
 a

n 
au

to
m

at
ic

 p
ro

ce
ss

 w
he

re
 

15
th

e 
H

R
B

 w
ou

ld
 m

ak
e 

a 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n 
on

 th
es

e 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 to

 th
e 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 
16

an
d 

to
 th

e 
C

ou
nc

il.
  T

he
 E

dw
ar

d 
D

ur
el

l S
to

ne
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

an
d 

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 h

av
e 

be
en

 
17

id
en

tif
ie

d 
as

 h
is

to
ric

 re
so

ur
ce

s f
or

 C
EQ

A
 p

ur
po

se
s. 

 T
he

 a
na

ly
si

s o
f t

ho
se

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 a

s 
18

th
ey

 re
la

te
 to

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 is
 c

on
ta

in
ed

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
D

ra
ft 

EI
R

 so
 y

ou
 c

an
 re

vi
ew

 th
at

 
19

an
al

ys
is

, b
ut

 th
e 

H
R

B
 w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 m
ak

e 
a 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
n.

  W
e 

do
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
20

th
ou

gh
 th

at
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 d
oe

s r
el

y 
up

on
 th

e 
H

R
B

 fo
r p

ro
vi

di
ng

 c
om

m
en

t w
ith

 re
ga

rd
 to

 
21

hi
st

or
ic

 o
r p

ot
en

tia
lly

 h
is

to
ric

 st
ru

ct
ur

es
.  

So
 it

 d
oe

s m
ak

e 
se

ns
e 

fo
r t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
s t

o 
go

 to
 

22
th

e 
H

R
B

 to
 re

ce
iv

e 
th

ei
r c

om
m

en
t o

n 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

ts
, b

ut
 n

ot
 to

 re
ce

iv
e 

a 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n.
  

23
So

 w
e 

in
te

nd
 to

 ta
ke

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 to
 th

e 
H

R
B

 in
 a

 m
ee

tin
g 

in
 e

ar
ly

 Ju
ly

, w
e 

th
in

k 
Ju

ly
 7

, t
o 

24
so

lic
it 

th
os

e 
co

m
m

en
ts

 a
t t

ha
t t

im
e.

  T
he

re
 m

ay
 b

e 
ot

he
r o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s f

or
 th

e 
H

R
B

’s
 

25
in

vo
lv

em
en

t t
o 

pr
ov

id
e 

co
m

m
en

ts
 la

te
r o

n 
in

 th
e 

pr
oc

es
s. 

 
26 27

B
ef

or
e 

w
e 

go
 o

nt
o 

th
e 

to
pi

cs
 a

t h
an

d 
to

ni
gh

t I
 w

an
t t

o 
ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 tw
o 

al
te

rn
at

iv
es

 th
at

 
28

ap
pe

ar
 in

 th
e 

D
ra

ft 
EI

R
 th

at
 h

av
e 

so
m

ew
ha

t o
f a

 re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

to
 th

e 
to

pi
cs

 th
is

 e
ve

ni
ng

.  
If 

29
yo

u 
ha

ve
 re

ad
 th

e 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

es
 c

ha
pt

er
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

no
tic

es
 tw

o 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
al

te
rn

at
iv

es
.  

O
ne

 is
 

30
th

e 
Tr

ee
 P

re
se

rv
at

io
n 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e

an
d 

th
at

 re
la

te
s t

o 
th

e 
pr

es
er

va
tio

n 
of

 tr
ee

s o
n 

th
e 

si
te

.  
31

O
ve

r t
he

 re
vi

ew
 o

f t
hi

s p
ro

ce
ss

 h
as

 re
al

ly
 b

ec
om

e 
th

e 
ap

pl
ic

an
t’s

 p
re

fe
rr

ed
 a

lte
rn

at
iv

e.
  S

o 
32

th
e 

bu
lk

 o
f t

he
 E

IR
 a

na
ly

ze
s w

ha
t e

ss
en

tia
lly

 is
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t a
s d

es
cr

ib
ed

 in
 th

e 
Pr

oj
ec

t 
33

D
es

cr
ip

tio
n.

 S
ta

ff
 h

as
 a

 c
ou

pl
e 

of
 e

xh
ib

its
 u

p 
on

 th
e 

bo
ar

d 
th

at
 sh

ow
 th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
34

co
nd

iti
on

s a
nd

 th
e 

pr
op

os
ed

 p
ro

je
ct

 a
s i

t i
s d

es
cr

ib
ed

 in
 th

e 
D

ra
ft 

EI
R

.  
H

ow
ev

er
, t

he
 

35
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

tre
e 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

as
 I 

ha
ve

 m
en

tio
ne

d 
ha

s b
ec

om
e 

th
e 

ap
pl

ic
an

t’s
 p

re
fe

rr
ed

 
36

al
te

rn
at

iv
e.

  I
 h

av
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

 a
 fi

gu
re

 fr
om

 th
e 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

se
ct

io
n 

th
at

 sh
ow

s t
he

 si
te

 
37

pl
an

ni
ng

 fo
r t

he
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

 tr
ee

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

  W
e 

ar
e 

no
t s

pe
ci

fic
al

ly
 d

is
cu

ss
in

g 
al

te
rn

at
iv

es
 

38
to

ni
gh

t b
ut

 th
e 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
tre

e 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
do

es
 re

la
te

 to
 B

io
lo

gi
ca

l R
es

ou
rc

es
 in

 th
at

 th
e 

39
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

tre
e 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

se
ek

s t
o 

re
ta

in
 m

or
e 

tre
es

 th
an

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t w

ou
ld

.  
Th

er
e 

is
 a

 
40

sl
ig

ht
 c

on
tra

ct
io

n 
of

 th
e 

si
te

 p
la

nn
in

g.
  T

he
re

 is
 th

e 
re

m
ov

al
 o

f a
 h

os
pi

ta
l m

od
ul

e 
fr

om
 th

e 
41

K
ap

la
n 

La
w

n 
ar

ea
 w

he
re

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
I b

el
ie

ve
 n

in
e 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
tre

es
.  

Th
e 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
tre

e 
42

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

th
at

 m
od

ul
e 

do
es

 n
ot

 e
xi

st
 in

 th
at

 lo
ca

tio
n 

so
 it

 re
ta

in
s K

ap
la

n 
La

w
n 

es
se

nt
ia

lly
 

43
as

 it
 e

xi
st

s t
od

ay
.  

So
 th

at
 is

 a
n 

im
po

rta
nt

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

to
 c

on
si

de
r i

n 
th

at
 th

at
 is

 th
e 

pr
ef

er
re

d 
44

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

fr
om

 th
e 

ap
pl

ic
an

t’s
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

e.
45 46

Th
e 

se
co

nd
 a

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
is

 th
e 

H
is

to
ric

 P
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
th

at
 se

ek
s t

o 
re

ta
in

 th
e 

47
hi

st
or

ic
 S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

g,
 a

nd
 n

ot
 n

ec
es

sa
ril

y 
re

du
ce

 th
e 

sc
op

e 
or

 th
e 

si
ze

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
, o

r 
48

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 4

of
 3

8

th
e 

pr
og

ra
m

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
, b

ut
 it

 w
ou

ld
 re

ta
in

 th
at

 E
dw

ar
d 

D
ur

el
l S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

g.
  T

he
n 

1
th

e 
pr

og
ra

m
 e

ss
en

tia
lly

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
bu

ild
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g.
  S

o 
if 

yo
u 

ar
e 

in
te

re
st

ed
 

2
in

 th
os

e 
to

pi
cs

 y
ou

 w
ill

 w
an

t t
o 

re
ad

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

H
is

to
ric

 P
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
an

d 
th

e 
3

Tr
ee

 P
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e.
  W

e 
w

ill
 d

is
cu

ss
 th

os
e 

in
 m

or
e 

de
ta

il 
I b

el
ie

ve
 a

t o
ur

 Ju
ly

 7
 

4
m

ee
tin

g.
5 6

W
ith

 th
at

 I 
ju

st
 w

an
t t

o 
go

 to
 th

e 
fo

rm
at

 o
f t

on
ig

ht
’s

 m
ee

tin
g.

  W
e 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
to

 n
ow

 g
iv

e 
it 

7
ov

er
 to

 P
B

S&
J t

o 
di

sc
us

s t
he

 c
ha

pt
er

s o
f o

ur
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
to

ni
gh

t. 
 T

he
n 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t s

po
ns

or
 

8
is

 g
oi

ng
 to

 m
ak

e 
a 

br
ie

f p
re

se
nt

at
io

n 
fo

cu
si

ng
 o

n 
th

e 
vi

su
al

 a
sp

ec
ts

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
.  

Th
en

 
9

w
e 

w
ill

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 a

cc
ep

t P
la

nn
in

g 
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

’s
 c

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 q
ue

st
io

ns
, a

nd
 o

pe
n 

th
e 

10
pu

bl
ic

 h
ea

rin
g 

fo
r p

ub
lic

 c
om

m
en

t. 
 W

ith
 th

at
 I 

w
ill

 h
an

d 
it 

ov
er

 to
 P

B
S&

J.
11 12

M
s. 

Tr
ix

ie
 M

ar
te

lin
o,

 P
ro

je
ct

M
an

ag
er

, P
B

S&
J C

on
su

lti
ng

:  
Th

an
k 

yo
u 

an
d 

go
od

 e
ve

ni
ng

.  
13

M
y 

na
m

e 
is

 T
rix

ie
 M

ar
te

lin
o,

 P
ro

je
ct

 M
an

ag
er

 fo
r t

he
 E

IR
 a

nd
 w

ith
 m

e 
is

 R
od

 Je
un

g,
 

14
Pr

oj
ec

t D
ire

ct
or

 fo
r t

he
 E

IR
.  

A
s S

te
ve

n 
m

en
tio

ne
d 

w
e 

ar
e 

di
sc

us
si

ng
 V

is
ua

l Q
ua

lit
y,

 
15

B
io

lo
gi

ca
l R

es
ou

rc
es

, a
nd

 th
e 

C
ul

tu
ra

l R
es

ou
rc

es
 a

na
ly

si
s. 

 
16 17

Th
e 

ab
ov

e 
ta

bl
e 

sh
ow

s t
he

 su
m

m
ar

y 
of

 th
e 

vi
su

al
 im

pa
ct

s. 
 A

s d
is

cu
ss

ed
 p

re
vi

ou
sl

y 
th

e 
18

co
lu

m
n 

on
 th

e 
le

ft 
su

m
m

ar
iz

es
 th

e 
cr

ite
ria

 fo
r d

et
er

m
in

in
g 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l i
m

pa
ct

s. 
 T

he
 to

p 
19

ro
w

 p
ro

vi
de

s v
ar

io
us

 im
pa

ct
s l

ev
el

, N
I f

or
 N

o 
Im

pa
ct

, L
TS

 fo
r L

es
s T

ha
n 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
, 

20
S/

LT
S 

fo
r S

ig
ni

fic
an

t I
m

pa
ct

s t
ha

t W
ar

ra
nt

 M
iti

ga
tio

n 
an

d 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

Le
ss

 T
ha

n 
Si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 
21

af
te

r M
iti

ga
tio

n,
 a

nd
 S

U
 S

ig
ni

fic
an

t U
na

vo
id

ab
le

 Im
pa

ct
s f

or
 th

os
e 

im
pa

ct
s t

ha
t r

em
ai

n 
22

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 e

ve
n 

w
ith

 m
iti

ga
tio

n.
23 24

A
s s

ho
w

n 
in

 th
e 

ta
bl

e 
th

er
e 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
no

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 im

pa
ct

 a
fte

r m
iti

ga
tio

n 
in

 th
e 

V
is

ua
l 

25
Q

ua
lit

y 
se

ct
io

n.
  I

m
pa

ct
s r

eq
ui

rin
g 

m
iti

ga
tio

n 
pe

rta
in

 to
 V

is
ua

l C
ha

ra
ct

er
, P

ub
lic

 V
ie

w
s, 

26
N

ew
 L

ig
ht

 a
nd

 G
la

re
.  

V
is

ua
l i

m
pa

ct
s w

ou
ld

 o
cc

ur
 b

ot
h 

du
rin

g 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
an

d 
po

st
-

27
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
so

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
ha

s b
ee

n 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

to
 re

du
ce

 im
pa

ct
s i

n 
bo

th
 p

ha
se

s. 
 D

ur
in

g 
th

e 
28

12
-y

ea
r c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

pe
rio

d 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

66
 a

cr
es

 th
at

 c
om

pr
is

e 
th

e 
SU

M
C

 si
te

s v
is

ua
l 

29
ch

ar
ac

te
r o

ns
ite

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

ly
 im

pa
ct

ed
 b

y 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
st

ag
in

g 
an

d 
ac

tiv
iti

es
.  

30
H

ow
ev

er
, M

iti
ga

tio
n 

M
ea

su
re

 V
Q

-1
.1

 in
vo

lv
es

 im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 a
 v

is
ua

l i
m

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 

31
pl

an
 d

ur
in

g 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
co

nc
ea

lin
g 

st
ag

in
g 

ar
ea

s a
nd

 re
m

ov
in

g 
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
de

br
is

 
32

re
gu

la
rly

, a
s w

el
l a

s l
an

ds
ca

pi
ng

 a
s s

oo
n 

as
 fe

as
ib

le
.  

33 34
D

ur
in

g 
op

er
at

io
n 

or
 p

os
t-c

on
str

uc
tio

n 
w

ith
ou

t r
eq

ui
re

d 
im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
C

ity
’s

 
35

A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 R

ev
ie

w
 p

ro
ce

ss
 to

 e
ns

ur
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 d

es
ig

n 
of

 p
ro

po
se

d 
st

ru
ct

ur
es

 th
e 

36
in

cr
ea

se
 in

 m
as

si
ng

 fr
om

 th
e 

SU
M

C
 p

ro
je

ct
 w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
a 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 im

pa
ct

 p
er

ta
in

in
g 

to
 

37
V

is
ua

l C
ha

ra
ct

er
, P

ub
lic

 V
ie

w
sh

ed
s, 

C
or

rid
or

s, 
an

d 
Li

gh
t a

nd
 G

la
re

.  
W

ith
 m

iti
ga

tio
n 

38
re

qu
iri

ng
 a

dh
er

en
ce

 to
 th

e 
C

ity
’s

 A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 R

ev
ie

w
 p

ro
ce

ss
 a

nd
 im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 

39
A

R
B

 re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

 im
pa

ct
s w

ou
ld

 b
e 

le
ss

 th
an

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
.  

I w
ou

ld
 a

ls
o 

lik
e 

to
 p

oi
nt

 
40

ou
t t

ha
t t

hi
s m

iti
ga

tio
n 

m
ea

su
re

 to
 a

dh
er

e 
to

 th
e 

A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 R

ev
ie

w
 p

ro
ce

ss
 h

as
 a

ls
o 

41
be

en
 a

pp
lie

d 
to

 th
e 

pr
ev

io
us

ly
 d

is
cu

ss
ed

 L
an

d 
U

se
 A

na
ly

si
s w

he
re

 im
pa

ct
s r

el
at

ed
 to

 
42

ch
an

ge
s i

n 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t p
at

te
rn

 in
 te

rm
s o

f h
ei

gh
t a

nd
 d

en
si

ty
 w

er
e 

id
en

tif
ie

d.
43 44

Th
e 

ab
ov

e 
ta

bl
e 

su
m

m
ar

iz
es

 th
e 

B
io

lo
gi

ca
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 Im
pa

ct
s. 

 A
s s

ho
w

n 
in

 th
e 

ta
bl

e 
th

e 
45

pr
oj

ec
t w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 b
ut

 m
iti

ga
ta

bl
e 

im
pa

ct
s o

n 
Sp

ec
ia

l-S
ta

tu
s S

pe
ci

es
 a

nd
 

46
W

ild
lif

e 
N

ur
se

ry
 S

ite
s. 

 S
pe

ci
fic

al
ly

, t
he

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
co

ul
d 

di
st

ur
b 

sp
ec

ia
l-s

ta
tu

s b
at

s, 
47

w
hi

ch
 m

ay
ro

os
t i

n 
tre

es
 a

nd
 st

ru
ct

ur
es

 o
ns

ite
 a

nd
 C

oo
pe

r’
s h

aw
k,

 w
hi

ch
 m

ay
 n

es
t i

n 
48

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

66



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 5

of
 3

8

on
si

te
 o

ak
 tr

ee
s. 

 In
 te

rm
s o

f d
is

tu
rb

in
g 

w
ild

lif
e 

nu
rs

er
y 

si
te

s t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 w
ou

ld
 re

m
ov

e 
1

tre
es

, s
hr

ub
be

ry
, a

nd
 st

ru
ct

ur
es

 th
at

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
ut

ili
ze

d 
by

 b
ird

s f
or

 n
es

tin
g.

  D
is

tu
rb

an
ce

 o
f 

2
ne

st
in

g 
bi

rd
s c

on
st

itu
te

s a
 v

io
la

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
C

al
ifo

rn
ia

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f F
is

h 
an

d 
G

am
e 

C
od

e,
 

3
an

d 
is

 a
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 im
pa

ct
.  

4 5
A

ls
o,

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
a 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 im

pa
ct

 o
n 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
tre

es
 a

s d
ef

in
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

6
M

un
ic

ip
al

 C
od

e.
  T

he
re

 a
re

 1
76

 tr
ee

s o
ns

ite
 th

at
 c

an
 b

e 
de

si
gn

at
ed

 a
s p

ro
te

ct
ed

 tr
ee

s, 
an

d 
7

up
 to

 7
6 

of
 th

es
e 

tre
es

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
re

m
ov

ed
 d

ue
 to

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t. 

 A
s s

ho
w

n 
in

 th
e 

ta
bl

e 
8

m
iti

ga
tio

n 
m

ea
su

re
s c

an
no

t g
ua

ra
nt

ee
 th

at
 im

pa
ct

s o
n 

th
e 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
tre

es
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

re
du

ce
d 

9
to

 le
ss

 th
an

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
.  

Th
e 

im
pa

ct
s o

n 
th

e 
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

tre
es

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 a
nd

 
10

un
av

oi
da

bl
e 

on
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t l

ev
el

 a
nd

 th
e 

cu
m

ul
at

iv
e 

le
ve

l.
11 12

Th
e 

ab
ov

e 
sl

id
e 

sh
ow

s t
he

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
m

ea
su

re
s 

to
 re

du
ce

 im
pa

ct
s o

n 
sp

ec
ia

l-s
ta

tu
s b

at
s 

13
an

d 
C

oo
pe

r’
s h

aw
k 

as
 w

el
l a

s i
m

pa
ct

s o
n 

ne
sti

ng
 b

ird
s. 

 M
iti

ga
tio

n 
M

ea
su

re
s B

R
-1

.1
14

th
ro

ug
h 

B
R

-1
.5

 in
vo

lv
e 

su
ch

 m
ea

su
re

s a
s p

re
-d

em
ol

iti
on

 su
rv

ey
s f

or
 th

es
e 

sp
ec

ie
s, 

15
av

oi
di

ng
 ro

os
tin

g 
ar

ea
s, 

an
d 

ot
he

r p
ro

te
ct

iv
e 

m
ea

su
re

s. 
 M

iti
ga

tio
n 

M
ea

su
re

s B
R

-3
.1

 a
nd

 
16

3.
2 

in
vo

lv
e 

av
oi

da
nc

e 
of

 tr
ee

 re
m

ov
al

 d
ur

in
g 

bi
rd

 n
es

tin
g 

se
as

on
 to

 p
ro

te
ct

io
n 

of
 b

ird
s i

n 
17

th
e 

ev
en

t o
f n

es
t d

is
co

ve
ry

.  
Th

es
e 

m
ea

su
re

s w
ou

ld
 re

du
ce

 im
pa

ct
s t

o 
le

ss
 th

an
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

.  
18 19

In
 te

rm
s o

f p
ro

te
ct

ed
 tr

ee
s, 

M
iti

ga
tio

n 
M

ea
su

re
s B

R
-4

.1
 th

ro
ug

h 
4.

6 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

id
en

tif
ie

d.
  

20
Th

es
e 

in
vo

lv
e 

pr
ep

ar
at

io
n 

of
 a

 T
re

e 
Pr

es
er

va
tio

n 
R

ep
or

t, 
a 

so
la

r a
cc

es
s s

tu
dy

, t
re

e 
21

re
lo

ca
tio

n 
fe

as
ib

ili
ty

 p
la

n,
 p

ro
vi

si
on

 o
f a

 tr
ee

 p
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
bo

nd
, a

nd
 p

ro
vi

si
on

 o
f o

pt
im

um
 

22
tre

e 
re

pl
ac

em
en

t f
or

 lo
ss

 o
f p

ub
lic

ly
 o

w
ne

d 
tre

es
.  

It 
al

so
 in

vo
lv

es
 im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 

23
m

in
or

 si
te

 m
od

ifi
ca

tio
ns

 to
 p

re
se

rv
e 

th
os

e 
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

tre
es

 th
at

 h
av

e 
be

en
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

by
 th

e 
24

C
ity

 a
s b

ei
ng

 b
io

lo
gi

ca
lly

 a
nd

 a
es

th
et

ic
al

ly
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

.  
25 26

Th
e 

ab
ov

e 
ta

bl
e 

sh
ow

s C
ul

tu
ra

l R
es

ou
rc

e 
Im

pa
ct

s. 
 A

s s
ho

w
n 

in
 th

e 
ta

bl
e 

m
os

t i
m

pa
ct

s 
27

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
re

du
ce

d 
to

 le
ss

 th
an

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 a

fte
r m

iti
ga

tio
n.

  H
ow

ev
er

, i
m

pa
ct

s o
n 

hi
st

or
ic

al
 

28
re

so
ur

ce
s w

ou
ld

 re
m

ai
n 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 a

nd
 u

na
vo

id
ab

le
.  

Th
e 

hi
st

or
ic

 re
so

ur
ce

s t
ha

t w
ou

ld
 b

e 
29

im
pa

ct
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t i

nc
lu

de
 th

e 
hi

st
or

ic
 H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 a
nd

 th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

30
co

m
pl

ex
.  

M
iti

ga
tio

n 
m

ea
su

re
s w

ou
ld

 re
du

ce
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

s t
o 

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 to

 le
ss

 
31

th
an

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
.  

Im
pa

ct
s o

n 
th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 c
ou

ld
 o

cc
ur

 d
ur

in
g 

co
ns

tru
ct

io
n 

an
d 

32
de

m
ol

iti
on

 o
f n

ea
rb

y 
an

d 
ad

ja
ce

nt
 st

ru
ct

ur
es

.  
M

iti
ga

tio
n 

M
ea

su
re

 C
R

-1
.1

 a
nd

 C
R

-1
.5

33
in

vo
lv

in
g 

m
an

ua
l d

em
ol

iti
on

 o
f s

tru
ct

ur
es

 a
t t

he
 H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 si
te

 a
nd

 im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
34

of
 p

ro
te

ct
iv

e 
m

ea
su

re
s s

pe
ci

fie
d 

in
 d

oc
um

en
ts

 p
re

pa
re

d 
fo

r t
he

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
of

 th
e 

H
oo

ve
r 

35
Pa

vi
lio

n 
w

ou
ld

 re
du

ce
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

 to
 le

ss
 th

an
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

.
36 37

Fo
r t

he
 h

is
to

ric
 S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

g 
co

m
pl

ex
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

 w
ou

ld
 n

ot
 b

e 
re

du
ce

d 
to

 le
ss

 th
an

 
38

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 a

lth
ou

gh
 m

iti
ga

tio
n 

m
ea

su
re

s h
av

e 
st

ill
 b

ee
n 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
to

 d
oc

um
en

t e
xt

en
si

ve
ly

 
39

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

co
m

pl
ex

.  
40 41

Th
os

e 
C

ul
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
e 

im
pa

ct
s t

ha
t w

ou
ld

 b
e 

m
iti

ga
ta

bl
e 

to
 le

ss
 th

an
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 in
cl

ud
e 

42
po

te
nt

ia
l d

is
tu

rb
an

ce
 o

f a
rc

he
ol

og
ic

al
 a

nd
 p

al
eo

nt
ol

og
ic

al
 re

so
ur

ce
s, 

an
d 

hu
m

an
 re

m
ai

ns
.  

43
M

iti
ga

tio
n 

M
ea

su
re

 C
R

-2
.1

 th
ro

ug
h 

C
R

-4
.1

 in
vo

lv
e 

co
nd

uc
tin

g 
pr

ot
oc

ol
 in

 th
e 

ev
en

t o
f 

44
en

co
un

te
rin

g 
su

ch
 re

so
ur

ce
s.

45 46
Th

at
 is

 th
e 

en
d 

of
 th

e 
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n.
47 48

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 6

of
 3

8

M
r. 

Tu
rn

er
:  

Th
e 

ne
xt

pa
rt 

of
 th

e 
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

fr
om

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t a

pp
lic

an
t. 

 S
o 

w
e 

1
w

ill
 sw

itc
h 

ov
er

 th
e 

pr
es

en
ta

tio
n 

to
 th

em
.

2 3
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 W
ill

 y
ou

 n
ee

d 
m

or
e 

th
an

 1
5 

m
in

ut
es

?
4 5

M
r. 

M
ar

k 
To

rto
ric

h,
 V

ic
e 

Pr
es

id
en

t, 
D

es
ig

n 
an

d 
C

on
st

ru
ct

io
n,

 S
ta

nf
or

d 
H

os
pi

ta
l a

nd
 

6
Lu

ci
le

 P
ac

ka
rd

 C
hi

ld
re

n’
s H

os
pi

ta
l: 

 N
o,

 I 
th

in
k 

w
e 

ca
n 

do
 p

re
tty

 w
el

l i
n 

15
 m

in
ut

es
.  

7
G

oo
d 

ev
en

in
g 

C
ha

ir 
an

d 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f t
he

 C
om

m
is

si
on

.  
W

e 
w

ill
 ru

n 
qu

ic
kl

y 
th

ro
ug

h 
ou

r 
8

pr
es

en
ta

tio
n,

 w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 in

cl
ud

e 
ab

ou
t a

 tw
o-

m
in

ut
e 

vi
de

o 
th

at
 so

rt 
of

 ta
ke

s 
yo

u 
w

ith
 

9
ph

ot
o-

re
al

is
tic

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t s

ite
, s

o 
yo

u 
w

ill
 se

e 
al

l t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

s, 
an

d 
th

en
 so

m
e 

10
Po

w
er

Po
in

t s
lid

es
 o

f t
he

 a
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 p

re
se

nt
at

io
n.

  D
av

e 
Le

nn
ox

, t
he

 C
am

pu
s A

rc
hi

te
ct

 
11

fr
om

 S
ta

nf
or

d 
w

ill
 h

el
p 

m
e 

du
rin

g 
th

at
 p

re
se

nt
at

io
n.

  S
o 

w
ith

 Z
ac

h 
Po

zn
er

’s
 h

el
p 

w
e 

w
ill

12
st

ar
t t

he
 v

id
eo

.
13 14

W
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

st
ar

tin
g 

at
 th

e 
co

rn
er

 o
f Q

ua
rr

y 
an

d 
El

 C
am

in
o 

an
d 

m
ov

in
g 

up
 Q

ua
rr

y 
R

oa
d 

15
pa

st
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r c
om

pl
ex

.  
Th

at
 w

ill
 b

e 
th

e 
fir

st
 se

t o
f b

ui
ld

in
gs

 th
at

 y
ou

 w
ill

 se
e.

  S
o 

he
re

 
16

w
e 

go
 c

ro
ss

in
g 

El
 C

am
in

o 
at

 Q
ua

rr
y 

R
oa

d.
  T

o 
th

e 
le

ft 
is

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
, t

he
 m

ed
ic

al
 

17
of

fic
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

in
 th

e 
fo

re
gr

ou
nd

.  
A

s w
e 

pa
ss

 th
e 

m
ed

ic
al

 o
ff

ic
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

yo
u 

w
ill

 se
e 

th
e 

18
pa

rk
in

g 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

de
ep

er
 in

to
 th

e 
si

te
 b

ey
on

d 
th

e 
PG

&
E 

po
w

er
 v

au
lts

.  
19 20

N
ow

 c
ro

ss
in

g 
A

rb
or

et
um

 a
s w

e 
he

ad
 to

w
ar

d 
W

el
ch

 R
oa

d 
yo

u 
w

ill
 se

e 
th

e 
St

an
fo

rd
 B

ar
n 

21
on

 th
e 

rig
ht

, y
ou

 w
ill

 se
e 

Lu
ci

le
 P

ac
ka

rd
 C

hi
ld

re
n’

s H
os

pi
ta

l e
xp

an
si

on
 ri

gh
t b

eh
in

d 
th

at
.  

22
Tu

rn
in

g 
on

to
 W

el
ch

 R
oa

d 
yo

u 
w

ill
 se

e 
th

e 
gr

ov
e 

of
 re

dw
oo

d 
tre

es
 th

at
 w

e 
ar

e 
pr

es
er

vi
ng

 
23

th
er

e 
on

 th
e 

si
te

.  
Th

e 
ne

w
 e

nt
ry

 to
 th

e 
C

hi
ld

re
n’

s H
os

pi
ta

l, 
pa

tie
nt

 ro
om

s w
ith

 la
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

24
on

 th
e 

te
rr

ac
es

.  
Th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
C

hi
ld

re
n’

s H
os

pi
ta

l. 
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

H
os

pi
ta

l b
ui

ld
in

gs
 in

 th
e 

25
ba

ck
gr

ou
nd

 th
at

 y
ou

 c
an

 se
e.

  T
he

 n
ew

 m
ed

ia
n 

st
rip

 a
nd

 tu
rn

 la
ne

 o
n 

W
el

ch
 R

oa
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

26
W

el
ch

 R
oa

d 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
.  

27 28
N

ow
 w

e 
w

ill
be

 tu
rn

in
g 

le
ft 

on
to

 P
as

te
ur

 M
al

l. 
 T

hi
s i

s t
he

 F
IM

 1
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

th
at

 y
ou

 se
e 

29
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 o

n 
th

e 
rig

ht
, a

nd
 th

en
 to

 th
e 

le
ft 

is
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

H
os

pi
ta

l b
ui

ld
in

gs
 a

nd
 th

e 
fu

tu
re

 
30

cl
in

ic
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

, w
hi

ch
 y

ou
 se

e 
on

 th
e 

le
ft 

on
 th

e 
ba

ck
 si

de
.  

FI
M

 1
, 2

, a
nd

 3
 a

re
 sh

ow
n 

31
he

re
.  

Pa
ss

in
g 

th
e 

Th
om

as
 C

hu
rc

h 
fo

un
ta

in
s, 

th
e 

cl
in

ic
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 to
 th

e 
rig

ht
, a

nd
 th

is
 is

 th
e 

32
ho

sp
ita

l e
nt

ry
.  

Th
e 

to
w

er
s a

nd
 th

e 
co

ur
ty

ar
d 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

cl
in

ic
s b

ui
ld

in
g 

an
d 

th
e 

ne
w

 
33

ho
sp

ita
l. 

 T
he

 e
m

er
ge

nc
y 

de
pa

rtm
en

t t
ha

t y
ou

 se
e 

th
er

e 
at

 th
e 

ba
se

 o
f t

he
 h

os
pi

ta
l b

ui
ld

in
g.

  
34

Th
at

 c
om

pl
et

es
 th

e 
vi

de
o 

fly
-th

ro
ug

h.
  W

e 
ca

n 
go

 b
ac

k 
to

 th
at

 v
id

eo
 a

nd
 ta

ke
 st

ill
s a

t 
35

va
rio

us
 p

oi
nt

s i
n 

th
e 

an
im

at
io

n 
if 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 a

bo
ut

 th
em

.
36 37

So
 a

 q
ui

ck
 o

ve
rv

ie
w

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
po

se
d 

pr
oj

ec
t s

lid
es

.  
A

t t
he

 H
oo

ve
r C

am
pu

s t
he

re
ar

e 
th

re
e 

38
pr

oj
ec

t r
en

ov
at

io
ns

 to
 th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

, t
he

 n
ew

 m
ed

ic
al

 o
ff

ic
e 

bu
ild

in
g,

 a
nd

 
39

pa
rk

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 th

e 
ex

pa
ns

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Lu

ci
le

 P
ac

ka
rd

 C
hi

ld
re

n’
s H

os
pi

ta
l, 

St
an

fo
rd

 
40

H
os

pi
ta

l a
nd

 C
lin

ic
s, 

th
e 

re
pl

ac
em

en
t h

os
pi

ta
l, 

an
d 

th
en

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
 c

lin
ic

s b
ui

ld
in

g,
 a

nd
 

41
th

en
 th

re
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

 fo
r t

he
 S

ch
oo

l o
f M

ed
ic

in
e 

th
at

 re
pl

ac
e 

on
 a

 sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
ba

si
s t

he
 

42
sp

ac
e 

th
at

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
in

 th
e 

ex
is

tin
g 

19
59

 E
dw

ar
d 

D
ur

el
l S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

g.
  

43 44
N

ex
t. 

 T
he

 p
la

n 
to

 th
e 

le
ft 

sh
ow

s y
ou

 e
xi

st
in

g 
co

nd
iti

on
s a

nd
 th

e 
pl

an
to

 th
e 

rig
ht

 sh
ow

s 
45

th
e 

pr
op

os
al

 a
s d

ra
fte

d 
in

 th
e 

EI
R

.  
Th

is
 is

 n
ot

 th
e 

Tr
ee

 P
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e.
  Y

ou
 c

an
 

46
se

e 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t r
ea

lly
 o

f p
ar

ki
ng

 lo
ts

 a
nd

 p
ar

ki
ng

 st
ru

ct
ur

es
 in

to
 n

ew
 h

os
pi

ta
l 

47
bu

ild
in

gs
, a

nd
 th

en
 th

e 
su

rf
ac

e 
ar

ea
 h

er
e 

fo
r t

he
 L

uc
ile

 P
ac

ka
rd

 C
hi

ld
re

n’
s H

os
pi

ta
l. 

 W
e 

48

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

67



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 7

of
 3

8

cr
ea

te
 a

bo
ut

 th
re

e 
ac

re
s I

 th
in

k 
of

 g
re

en
 sp

ac
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

ad
di

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
ne

w
 h

os
pi

ta
l 

1
bu

ild
in

gs
 g

iv
en

 th
e 

op
en

 sp
ac

e 
th

at
 is

 a
t t

he
 c

or
ne

r o
f Q

ua
rr

y 
an

d 
W

el
ch

, a
nd

 th
e 

gr
ee

n 
2

sp
ac

e 
th

at
 w

ill
 b

e 
on

 to
p 

of
 th

e 
di

ag
no

st
ic

 a
nd

 tr
ea

tm
en

t r
oo

f.
3 4

N
ex

t. 
 A

 k
ey

 c
om

po
ne

nt
 o

f t
hi

s p
ro

je
ct

 is
 e

st
ab

lis
hi

ng
 a

rc
hi

te
ct

ur
al

 g
ui

de
lin

es
 to

 c
on

ne
ct

 
5

th
e 

el
em

en
ts

 o
f t

he
 v

ar
io

us
 p

ar
ts

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 th

at
 w

e 
be

lie
ve

 w
ill

 h
el

p 
gu

id
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

6
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
te

rm
s o

f t
he

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t A
gr

ee
m

en
t. 

 S
o 

th
e 

de
si

gn
 g

ui
de

lin
es

 a
re

 so
m

et
hi

ng
 

7
th

at
 h

as
 c

om
e 

he
re

 to
 th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 b

ef
or

e 
an

d 
to

 th
e 

A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 R

ev
ie

w
.  

It 
co

ve
rs

 
8

ar
ea

s s
uc

h 
as

 c
on

ne
ct

iv
e 

el
em

en
ts

 fo
r t

he
 p

la
nt

in
g,

 p
av

in
g,

 si
gn

ag
e,

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 e

le
m

en
ts

 th
at

 
9

yo
u 

w
ou

ld
n’

t n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

se
e 

de
ta

ile
d 

in
 e

ac
h

ar
ch

ite
ct

ur
al

 p
ac

ka
ge

.  
It 

is
 c

ov
er

ed
 w

ith
in

 
10

ou
r d

es
ig

n 
gu

id
el

in
es

.
11 12

N
ex

t. 
 S

o 
le

t’s
 st

ar
t w

ith
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r C
am

pu
s. 

 N
ex

t. 
 T

he
 H

oo
ve

r C
am

pu
s, 

as
 I 

m
en

tio
ne

d,
 

13
ha

s t
hr

ee
 p

ro
je

ct
s. 

 O
ne

 is
 th

e 
re

no
va

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

, t
he

 n
ew

 m
ed

ic
al

 
14

of
fic

e 
bu

ild
in

g,
 a

nd
 th

e 
ne

w
 p

ar
ki

ng
 st

ru
ct

ur
e.

  W
e 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
ve

ry
 se

ns
iti

ve
 w

e 
be

lie
ve

 in
 

15
th

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

al
 d

es
ig

n 
of

 th
e 

ne
w

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 a

nd
 o

f t
he

 si
tin

g 
of

 th
e 

ne
w

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 to

 
16

pr
ot

ec
t w

ha
t w

e 
co

ns
id

er
 to

 b
e 

re
al

ly
 th

e 
hi

st
or

ic
 v

ie
w

sh
ed

 h
er

e 
fr

om
 Q

ua
rr

y 
R

oa
d 

as
 w

el
l 

17
as

 th
e 

en
try

 c
irc

le
 th

at
 w

as
 re

si
de

nt
 w

he
n 

th
is

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
w

as
 a

 h
os

pi
ta

l.
18 19

N
ex

t. 
 O

ur
 a

rc
hi

te
ct

s, 
W

R
&

S,
 h

av
e 

do
ne

 a
 p

re
tty

 e
xt

en
si

ve
 st

ud
y 

of
 th

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

al
 

20
ch

ar
ac

te
r o

f t
he

 P
av

ili
on

.  
Th

ey
 h

av
e 

es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

co
rn

ic
e 

he
ig

ht
 li

m
its

 fo
r t

he
 n

ew
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

21
an

d 
fo

r t
he

 p
ar

ki
ng

 st
ru

ct
ur

e.
  T

he
y 

ha
ve

 st
ud

ie
d 

th
e 

ba
se

 c
on

di
tio

n 
to

 m
ak

e 
su

re
 th

at
 it

 
22

m
at

ch
es

 b
et

w
ee

n 
ne

w
 a

nd
 e

xi
st

in
g.

  T
he

y 
ha

ve
 a

ls
o 

lo
ok

ed
 a

t t
he

 v
er

tic
al

 e
le

m
en

ts
 o

f t
he

 
23

ex
is

tin
g 

Pa
vi

lio
n 

an
d 

tri
ed

 to
 re

pl
ic

at
e 

th
at

 in
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

pa
rk

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
an

d 
th

e 
m

ed
ic

al
 

24
of

fic
e 

bu
ild

in
g.

  T
he

 to
w

er
 fo

rm
, t

he
 z

ig
gu

ra
t t

ow
er

 fo
rm

 o
f t

he
 P

av
ili

on
 is

 re
pr

es
en

te
d 

25
ag

ai
n 

in
 th

e 
el

ev
at

or
 to

w
er

s f
or

 th
e 

ne
w

 m
ed

ic
al

 o
ff

ic
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

an
d 

th
e 

pa
rk

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
26

so
 th

er
e 

is
 a

 fa
m

ily
 o

f e
le

m
en

t o
n 

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r C

am
pu

s. 
 H

er
e 

yo
u 

ca
n 

se
e 

th
e 

co
m

po
si

tio
n 

27
of

 h
ow

 th
es

e 
va

rio
us

 e
le

m
en

ts
 c

om
e 

to
ge

th
er

.
28 29

N
ex

t. 
 L

uc
ile

 P
ac

ka
rd

 C
hi

ld
re

n’
s H

os
pi

ta
l, 

th
er

e 
w

ith
in

 o
ne

 fa
ci

lit
y 

re
al

ly
 a

re
 tw

o 
30

co
m

po
ne

nt
s, 

ab
ou

t 4
70

,0
00

 sq
ua

re
 fe

et
 o

f i
np

at
ie

nt
 fa

ci
lit

ie
s a

nd
 5

0,
00

0 
sq

ua
re

 fe
et

 o
f 

31
cl

in
ic

s. 
 T

he
se

 a
re

 c
on

st
ru

ct
ed

 a
re

as
 n

ot
 n

et
 n

ew
 a

re
as

.  
A

s w
e 

ha
ve

 p
re

se
nt

ed
 b

ef
or

e,
 th

is
 

32
be

in
g 

a 
ch

ild
re

n’
s h

os
pi

ta
l i

s a
 v

er
y 

sp
ec

ia
l p

la
ce

 a
nd

 th
er

e 
is

 a
 v

er
y 

st
ro

ng
 c

on
ne

ct
io

n 
to

 
33

na
tu

re
 w

ith
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
.  

Th
e 

C
hi

ld
re

n’
s H

os
pi

ta
l i

s r
ea

lly
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 m
os

t 
34

fo
rw

ar
d 

th
in

ki
ng

 la
nd

sc
ap

ed
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 in
 h

ea
lth

ca
re

.  
W

he
n 

it 
w

as
 b

ui
lt 

in
 1

99
1 

it 
w

as
 

35
re

al
ly

 a
 g

ro
un

db
re

ak
in

g 
fe

at
ur

e.
  S

o 
w

e 
w

an
te

d 
to

 re
in

fo
rc

e 
th

os
e 

co
nc

ep
ts

 in
 th

e 
36

ex
pa

ns
io

n.
37 38

N
ex

t. 
 L

oo
ki

ng
 a

t t
he

 si
te

 p
la

n 
w

e 
re

al
ly

 h
av

e 
cr

ea
te

d 
op

en
 sp

ac
e 

fr
om

 w
ha

t h
ad

 b
ee

n 
39

pa
rk

in
g 

lo
ts

 a
nd

 sm
al

l b
ui

ld
in

gs
 o

n 
th

e 
si

te
.  

Th
is

 g
ar

de
n,

 o
ur

 E
m

er
al

d 
G

ar
de

n,
 a

t t
he

 
40

co
rn

er
 o

f Q
ua

rr
y 

an
d 

W
el

ch
, w

e 
ha

ve
 ta

ke
n 

gr
ea

t e
ff

or
ts

 to
 p

re
se

rv
e 

th
e 

tre
e 

gr
ow

th
 th

at
 is

 
41

he
re

 a
t t

he
 c

or
ne

r. 
 In

 fa
ct

, t
hr

ou
gh

 th
e 

pr
oc

es
s o

f a
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 re

vi
ew

 w
e 

ac
tu

al
ly

 c
ha

ng
ed

 
42

th
e 

pa
rti

 to
 m

ak
e 

su
re

 th
at

 w
e 

co
ul

d 
pr

es
er

ve
 th

at
 g

ro
w

th
.  

Th
en

 w
e 

ar
e 

pr
ov

id
in

g 
a 

43
di

sc
ov

er
y 

ga
rd

en
 o

n 
to

p 
of

 o
ur

 o
pe

ra
tin

g 
ro

om
s, 

ou
r d

ia
gn

os
tic

 a
nd

 tr
ea

tm
en

t s
pa

ce
.  

44 45
W

e 
ha

ve
 d

on
e 

a 
gr

ea
t d

ea
l o

f m
ed

ic
al

 p
la

nn
in

g 
in

si
de

 th
e 

bu
ild

in
g.

  N
ex

t. 
 Y

ou
 c

an
 se

e 
th

at
 

46
w

e 
ha

ve
 p

ro
gr

es
se

d 
th

e 
de

si
gn

 fa
irl

y 
fa

r s
o 

w
e 

re
al

ly
 d

o 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 h
ow

 a
ll 

th
es

e 
el

em
en

ts
 

47
co

m
e 

to
ge

th
er

.  
Th

is
 is

 th
e 

la
rg

e 
co

m
po

ne
nt

 o
f o

pe
ra

tin
g 

ro
om

s a
nd

 im
ag

in
g 

sp
ac

es
 o

f 
48

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 8

of
 3

8

w
hi

ch
 th

e 
D

is
co

ve
ry

 G
ar

de
n 

is
 o

n 
to

p 
of

 th
is

.  
O

ur
 lo

bb
y 

w
ith

 a
 g

la
ss

 e
nc

lo
su

re
 a

llo
w

s f
or

 
1

vi
ew

s f
ro

m
 th

e 
in

do
or

 sp
ac

es
 o

ut
 to

 th
e 

ga
rd

en
 a

nd
 a

 re
al

 in
te

ra
ct

io
n 

of
 in

do
or

 a
nd

 o
ut

do
or

 
2

sp
ac

es
.  

So
 th

is
 re

al
ly

 b
ec

om
es

 a
 h

ea
lin

g 
pl

ac
e 

fo
r c

hi
ld

re
n 

an
d 

th
e 

co
nn

ec
tio

n 
to

 n
at

ur
e.

3 4
N

ex
t. 

 T
he

 p
at

ie
nt

 fl
oo

rs
, t

he
 si

ng
le

 b
ed

s t
ha

t w
e 

ne
ed

 to
 c

on
st

ru
ct

 fo
r t

he
 C

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
5

H
os

pi
ta

l a
re

 o
rg

an
iz

ed
 in

 tw
o 

to
w

er
s, 

ag
ai

n 
to

 m
ax

im
iz

e 
vi

ew
s o

ut
 fr

om
 e

ac
h 

co
m

po
ne

nt
 

6
of

 th
e 

to
w

er
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

 o
ve

rlo
ok

s o
f o

ut
do

or
 sp

ac
es

 o
ff

 o
f e

ac
h 

un
it,

 so
 y

ou
 c

an
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
7

th
e 

ga
rd

en
 a

nd
 th

e 
fr

es
h 

ai
r. 

 It
 w

ill
 b

e 
a 

re
lie

f a
nd

 a
 re

sp
ite

 fo
r f

am
ili

es
 a

nd
 a

ls
o 

to
 p

ro
vi

de
 

8
so

m
e 

el
em

en
ts

 o
f l

an
ds

ca
pi

ng
 a

lo
ng

 th
e 

te
rr

ac
es

 ri
gh

t o
ut

si
de

 o
f t

he
 p

at
ie

nt
 ro

om
 

9
w

in
do

w
s. 

 T
he

se
 te

rr
ac

es
 a

ls
o 

he
lp

 in
 th

e 
en

er
gy

 m
an

ag
em

en
t i

n 
th

e 
bu

ild
in

g.
  W

e 
ar

e 
10

us
in

g 
a 

ra
th

er
 in

no
va

tiv
e 

di
sp

la
ce

m
en

t v
en

til
at

io
n 

sy
st

em
 th

at
 re

du
ce

s o
ur

 e
ne

rg
y 

11
co

ns
um

pt
io

n 
in

 th
e 

bu
ild

in
g.

  S
o 

th
is

 w
ill

 b
e 

a 
ve

ry
, v

er
y 

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

he
al

th
ca

re
 b

ui
ld

in
g.

12 13
N

ex
t. 

 H
er

e 
ag

ai
n 

ar
e 

th
e 

vi
ew

s f
ro

m
 th

e 
an

im
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
C

hi
ld

re
n’

s H
os

pi
ta

le
xp

an
si

on
.  

14
W

e 
ha

ve
 th

e 
st

ai
r t

ow
er

 h
er

e 
th

at
 re

al
ly

 a
nn

ou
nc

es
 th

e 
ne

w
 e

nt
ry

.  
Th

er
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

a 
ra

th
er

 
15

pl
ay

fu
l e

le
m

en
t h

op
ef

ul
ly

 to
 c

ap
tu

re
 th

e 
en

er
gy

 o
f t

he
 w

in
d 

an
d 

ge
ne

ra
te

 it
 in

to
 re

ne
w

ab
le

 
16

en
er

gy
 a

nd
 m

ay
be

 h
av

in
g 

a 
de

m
on

st
ra

tio
n 

th
em

e 
in

 th
e 

lo
bb

y 
so

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
ca

n 
le

ar
n 

ab
ou

t 
17

su
st

ai
na

bl
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ts

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
he

al
th

ca
re

 se
tti

ng
.  

Th
en

 y
ou

 c
an

 se
e 

th
e 

gr
ov

e 
of

 
18

tre
es

 a
t t

he
 c

or
ne

r o
f Q

ua
rr

y 
an

d 
W

el
ch

 th
at

 a
re

 p
re

se
rv

ed
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

is
 a

lte
rn

at
iv

e.
19 20

N
ex

t. 
 T

he
 n

ew
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

H
os

pi
ta

l, 
ag

ai
n 

tw
o 

co
m

po
ne

nt
s h

er
e 

1.
1 

m
ill

io
n 

sq
ua

re
 fe

et
 o

f 
21

ne
w

 h
os

pi
ta

l s
pa

ce
.  

Th
is

 is
 to

 re
pl

ac
e 

th
e 

se
is

m
ic

al
ly

 d
ef

ic
ie

nt
 fa

ci
lit

ie
s i

n 
th

e 
Ed

w
ar

d 
22

D
ur

el
l S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

g,
 w

hi
ch

 w
e 

ca
nn

ot
 u

se
 b

ey
on

d 
20

30
.  

Th
e 

se
co

nd
 is

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
 

23
cl

in
ic

s, 
42

9,
00

0 
sq

ua
re

 fe
et

 th
at

 w
ill

 b
e 

on
 th

e 
si

te
 o

f t
he

 S
to

ne
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

af
te

r i
t i

s 
24

de
m

ol
is

he
d.

25 26
N

ex
t. 

 T
he

 c
on

ce
pt

 h
er

e 
by

 th
e 

ar
ch

ite
ct

s, 
R

af
ae

l V
in

ol
y 

A
rc

hi
te

ct
s, 

an
d 

Le
e,

 B
ur

kh
ar

d,
 

27
Li

u,
 M

ed
ic

al
 P

la
nn

er
 w

as
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
 m

od
ul

ar
 p

la
tfo

rm
 th

at
 w

ou
ld

 a
llo

w
 th

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

to
 

28
be

 fl
ex

ib
le

 fo
r f

ut
ur

e 
un

id
en

tif
ie

d 
us

es
.  

Th
e 

se
is

m
ic

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 to
 th

is
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

w
ill

 
29

m
ak

e 
su

re
 th

at
 it

 w
ith

st
an

ds
 p

re
tty

 m
uc

h 
an

y 
ki

nd
 o

f e
ve

nt
 so

 w
e 

w
ou

ld
 se

e 
th

is
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

30
as

 b
ei

ng
 re

al
ly

 a
 1

00
-y

ea
r b

ui
ld

in
g.

  S
o 

th
e 

in
te

rio
r n

ee
ds

 to
 b

e 
as

 fl
ex

ib
le

 a
s p

os
si

bl
e.

  
31

Th
is

 w
as

 th
e 

co
nc

ep
t t

ha
t g

en
er

at
ed

 o
ur

 P
av

ili
on

 m
od

ul
e.

32 33
N

ex
t. 

 T
hi

s s
ite

 p
la

n 
th

at
 y

ou
 se

e 
w

as
 th

e 
si

te
 p

la
n 

fo
r o

ur
 a

pp
lic

at
io

n 
to

 P
al

o 
A

lto
, a

nd
 is

 
34

th
e 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

st
ud

ie
d 

in
 th

e 
EI

R
 b

ef
or

e 
w

e 
al

te
re

d 
th

e 
de

si
gn

 to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

th
e 

35
pr

es
er

va
tio

n 
of

 tr
ee

s h
er

e 
on

 th
e 

Pa
st

eu
r M

al
l a

nd
 a

n 
ar

ea
 w

e 
ca

ll 
th

e 
K

ap
la

n 
La

w
n,

 a
nd

 to
 

36
pr

es
er

ve
 so

m
e 

tre
es

 h
er

e 
ab

ov
e 

a 
be

lo
w

-g
ra

de
 p

ar
ki

ng
 st

ru
ct

ur
e 

an
d 

in
 th

is
 c

or
ne

r. 
 S

o 
37

fr
om

 th
is

 m
od

ul
ar

 p
la

n 
w

e 
ac

tu
al

ly
 d

id
 q

ui
te

 a
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 a
m

ou
nt

 o
f r

ed
es

ig
n 

to
 b

e 
ab

le
 to

 
38

ac
co

m
m

od
at

e 
tre

es
 in

 th
e

Tr
ee

 P
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e.
  

39 40
If

 y
ou

 g
o 

to
 th

e 
ne

xt
 sl

id
e 

yo
u 

w
ill

 se
e 

w
ha

t w
e 

di
d,

 o
r w

ha
t t

re
es

 w
e 

w
er

e 
try

in
g 

to
 

41
pr

es
er

ve
 b

y 
ad

ju
st

m
en

t o
f t

he
 d

es
ig

n.
  S

o 
as

 I 
m

en
tio

ne
d 

th
er

e 
w

er
e 

tre
es

 o
n 

to
p 

of
 th

e 
42

be
lo

w
-g

ra
de

 p
ar

ki
ng

 st
ru

ct
ur

e.
  W

e 
re

de
si

gn
ed

 th
e 

pa
rk

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
to

 m
ak

e 
it 

a 
th

in
ne

r 
43

vo
lu

m
e 

an
d 

ac
tu

al
ly

 b
ro

ug
ht

 it
 u

p 
ab

ov
e 

gr
ad

e.
  W

e 
re

m
ov

ed
 th

e 
si

xt
h 

pa
vi

lio
n 

he
re

 th
at

 
44

w
as

 o
n 

th
e 

Pa
st

eu
r M

al
l. 

 W
e 

ad
ju

st
ed

 th
e 

fr
am

ew
or

k 
of

 th
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

m
od

ul
es

 to
 

45
ac

co
m

m
od

at
e 

th
is

 tr
ee

 in
 th

at
 lo

ca
tio

n.
  W

e 
al

so
 re

de
si

gn
ed

 th
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 o

f M
ed

ic
in

e’
s F

IM
 

46
1 

bu
ild

in
g 

to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

tre
es

 o
n 

th
at

 si
te

.
47 48

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

68



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 9

of
 3

8

N
ex

t. 
 S

o 
ag

ai
n,

 h
er

e 
ar

e 
th

e 
vi

ew
s o

f t
ho

se
 tr

ee
s t

ha
t h

av
e 

be
en

 p
re

se
rv

ed
.  

So
 y

ou
 c

an
 se

e 
1

th
e 

tre
es

 h
er

e 
on

 th
e 

K
ap

la
n 

La
w

n,
 th

e 
Pa

st
eu

r M
al

l a
nd

 th
e 

tre
e 

he
re

 in
 fr

on
t o

f F
IM

 1
.  

2
Th

is
 is

 th
e 

si
te

 p
la

n 
th

at
 is

 b
ei

ng
 st

ud
ie

d 
as

 th
e 

Tr
ee

 P
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
an

d 
ha

s 
3

be
co

m
e 

ou
r p

re
fe

rr
ed

 A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

an
d 

th
e 

de
si

gn
 w

e 
ha

ve
 p

ur
su

ed
.

4 5
N

ex
t. 

 S
o 

yo
u 

ca
n 

se
e 

th
e 

si
te

 p
la

n 
no

w
 fo

r t
he

 T
re

e 
Pr

es
er

va
tio

n 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
pr

oj
ec

t. 
 W

e 
6

ha
ve

 th
e 

K
ap

la
n 

La
w

n 
is

 p
re

se
rv

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
oa

k 
tre

es
 h

er
e 

st
ill

 in
 fu

ll 
bl

oo
m

.  
W

e 
ha

ve
 

7
m

ov
ed

 th
e 

en
tra

nc
e 

in
to

 th
is

 lo
ca

tio
n 

so
 th

at
 th

er
e 

is
 a

 g
re

at
er

 c
on

ne
ct

iv
ity

 to
 th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
8

bu
ild

in
g,

 a
nd

 w
e 

ha
ve

 c
re

at
ed

 a
 m

uc
h 

m
or

e 
co

m
pa

ct
 v

ol
um

e 
or

ga
ni

zi
ng

 a
ro

un
d 

an
 in

do
or

 
9

at
riu

m
 in

st
ea

d 
of

 o
rg

an
iz

in
g 

ar
ou

nd
 a

n 
ou

td
oo

r c
ou

rty
ar

d.
10 11

N
ex

t. 
 L

ay
er

in
g 

th
e 

co
nc

ep
t i

s t
he

 id
ea

 o
f a

 g
ar

de
n 

as
 a

n 
in

te
rf

ac
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

te
ch

no
lo

gy
 a

nd
 

12
hu

m
an

ity
.  

Te
ch

no
lo

gy
 b

ei
ng

 th
e 

di
ag

no
st

ic
 a

nd
 tr

ea
tm

en
t f

lo
or

s, 
th

e 
op

er
at

in
g 

ro
om

s, 
th

e
13

em
er

ge
nc

y 
de

pa
rtm

en
t, 

im
ag

in
g 

de
pa

rtm
en

t, 
an

d 
th

e 
hu

m
an

ity
 fl

oo
rs

 b
ei

ng
 th

e 
pa

tie
nt

 
14

be
dr

oo
m

s.
15 16

N
ex

t. 
 S

o 
th

is
 g

iv
es

 y
ou

 ju
st

 a
 se

ns
e 

of
 h

ow
 b

ig
 th

es
e 

vo
lu

m
es

 a
re

 a
t t

he
 g

ro
un

d 
flo

or
.  

I 
17

th
in

k 
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r h

ad
 th

e 
qu

es
tio

n 
ab

ou
t t

he
 e

m
er

ge
nc

y 
de

pa
rtm

en
t. 

 T
hi

s 
18

vo
lu

m
e 

he
re

 is
 o

ur
 e

m
er

ge
nc

y 
de

pa
rtm

en
t a

nd
 th

e 
pu

rp
le

 v
ol

um
e 

is
 o

ur
 im

ag
in

g 
19

de
pa

rtm
en

t. 
 Y

ou
 c

an
 se

e 
th

es
e 

ve
ry

 b
ig

 b
lo

ck
s o

f s
pa

ce
 re

al
ly

 d
o 

ne
ed

 to
 b

e 
ne

xt
 to

 e
ac

h 
20

ot
he

r t
o 

pr
ov

id
e 

th
e 

fu
ll 

sp
ec

tru
m

 o
f h

ea
lth

ca
re

 in
 e

m
er

ge
nc

y 
se

rv
ic

es
.

21 22
N

ex
t. 

 O
n 

th
e 

up
pe

r f
lo

or
 y

ou
 c

an
 se

e 
ho

w
 th

e 
pa

vi
lio

ns
 a

re
 o

rg
an

iz
ed

 a
ro

un
d 

a 
co

ur
ty

ar
d 

23
w

ith
 th

es
e 

m
od

ul
es

 o
f p

at
ie

nt
 ro

om
s. 

 W
e 

ha
ve

 v
ie

w
s o

ut
 o

f o
ur

 c
or

rid
or

s, 
al

l o
f o

ur
 p

at
ie

nt
 

24
ro

om
s a

re
 o

rg
an

iz
ed

 n
ot

 to
 h

av
e 

vi
ew

s p
re

do
m

in
an

tly
 in

to
 e

ac
h 

ot
he

r, 
ca

pt
ur

e 
pl

en
ty

 o
f 

25
na

tu
ra

l l
ig

ht
 in

to
 th

e 
pa

tie
nt

 ro
om

s. 
 A

ga
in

, h
er

e 
w

e 
ar

e 
us

in
g 

di
sp

la
ce

m
en

t v
en

til
at

io
n 

26
te

ch
no

lo
gi

es
 to

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
ly

 re
du

ce
 o

ur
 e

ne
rg

y 
co

ns
um

pt
io

n,
 b

ut
 th

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

e 
of

 th
e 

27
bu

ild
in

g 
de

al
s w

ith
 th

e 
su

n 
sh

ad
in

g 
an

d 
da

y 
lig

ht
in

g 
in

 a
 d

iff
er

en
t w

ay
 th

an
 w

e 
ha

ve
 d

on
e 

28
at

 th
e 

C
hi

ld
re

n’
s H

os
pi

ta
l. 

 
29 30

N
ex

t. 
 S

o 
as

 y
ou

 g
et

 a
 v

ie
w

 o
f t

he
 c

am
pu

s s
ur

ro
un

di
ng

s t
he

 g
la

ss
 c

ur
ta

in
 w

al
l i

s a
ct

ua
lly

 a
 

31
do

ub
le

-g
la

ze
d 

cu
rta

in
 w

al
l w

ith
 su

ns
ha

de
 d

ev
ic

es
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

tw
o 

la
ye

rs
 o

f g
la

ss
 to

 m
iti

ga
te

 
32

th
e 

so
la

r e
xp

os
ur

e 
in

to
 th

e 
ro

om
s, 

an
d 

th
er

ef
or

e 
re

du
ce

 th
e 

lo
ad

s o
n 

th
e 

H
V

A
C

 sy
st

em
.

33 34
N

ex
t. 

 T
he

 S
ch

oo
l o

f M
ed

ic
in

e 
Fo

un
da

tio
n 

of
 M

ed
ic

in
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

 w
ill

 b
e 

pr
es

en
te

d 
by

 
35

D
av

e 
Le

nn
ox

, o
ur

 C
am

pu
s A

rc
hi

te
ct

.
36 37

M
r. 

D
av

e 
Le

nn
ox

, C
am

pu
s A

rc
hi

te
ct

, S
ta

nf
or

d:
  T

ha
nk

s. 
 T

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 c

om
po

ne
nt

s f
or

 th
e 

38
Sc

ho
ol

 o
f M

ed
ic

in
e 

in
cl

ud
e 

th
re

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 a

s M
ar

k 
sa

id
 e

ar
lie

r t
ha

t r
ep

la
ce

 sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
39

th
at

 is
 u

se
d 

by
 th

e 
Sc

ho
ol

 o
f M

ed
ic

in
e 

in
 th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
19

59
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r. 
 

40 41
Th

is
 is

 th
e 

si
te

 p
la

n.
  I

f y
ou

 h
av

e 
be

en
 to

 th
e 

ca
m

pu
s r

ec
en

tly
 y

ou
 w

ill
 se

e 
th

at
 w

e 
ha

ve
 

42
co

m
pl

et
ed

 tw
o 

bu
ild

in
gs

 fo
r t

he
 S

ch
oo

l o
f M

ed
ic

in
e,

 w
hi

ch
 w

ill
 fa

ce
 th

e 
m

ai
n 

ca
m

pu
s a

nd
 

43
th

e 
ca

m
pu

s c
en

te
r. 

 F
IM

 1
, 2

, a
nd

 3
 w

ill
 li

te
ra

lly
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

 fa
ce

 fo
r t

he
 S

ch
oo

l o
f M

ed
ic

in
e 

44
to

 th
e 

M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r i

ts
el

f. 
 W

e 
ha

ve
 p

os
iti

on
ed

 F
IM

1 
an

d 
FI

M
 2

 to
 c

re
at

e 
a 

ga
te

w
ay

 
45

in
to

 th
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 o

f M
ed

ic
in

e 
al

on
g 

th
at

 M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r p

ro
m

en
ad

e,
 w

hi
ch

 ta
ke

s y
ou

 
46

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

ad
ul

t h
os

pi
ta

l, 
pa

st
 th

e 
C

hi
ld

re
n’

s H
os

pi
ta

l, 
up

 to
 th

e 
sh

op
pi

ng
 c

en
te

r, 
an

d 
on

 
47

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

0
of

 3
8

to
 th

e 
ci

ty
 it

se
lf.

  A
s w

e 
re

po
si

tio
n 

FI
M

 1
 to

 sa
ve

 th
e 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
tre

es
 w

e 
ar

e 
al

so
 tr

yi
ng

 to
 

1
cr

ea
te

 a
 n

ic
e 

st
re

et
sc

ap
e 

fo
r b

ik
es

 a
nd

 p
ed

es
tri

an
s t

ha
t f

ro
nt

s t
he

 th
re

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
.

2 3
N

ex
t. 

 T
he

 v
is

ua
l a

nd
 m

as
s o

f t
he

se
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 w
ill

 le
ve

ra
ge

 th
e 

ki
t o

f p
ar

ts
, t

he
 

4
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

al
 k

it 
of

 p
ar

ts
 w

e 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

us
in

g 
re

ce
nt

ly
 a

t t
he

 S
ch

oo
l o

f M
ed

ic
in

e.
  T

he
se

 
5

al
so

 re
fle

ct
 m

ed
ic

al
 c

en
te

r d
es

ig
n 

gu
id

el
in

es
.  

Th
en

 th
es

e 
ar

e 
th

e 
vi

ew
s t

ha
t y

ou
 sa

w
 in

 th
e 

6
an

im
at

io
n 

ea
rli

er
.

7 8
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  S

o 
th

at
 c

om
pl

et
es

 o
ur

 fo
rm

al
 p

re
se

nt
at

io
n,

 h
op

ef
ul

ly
 ri

gh
t o

n 
tim

e.
  

9
C

er
ta

in
ly

 w
e 

ar
e 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
to

 a
ns

w
er

 a
ny

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 y

ou
 m

ig
ht

 h
av

e.
10 11

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

 v
er

y 
m

uc
h.

  W
e 

w
ill

 o
pe

n 
th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 h
ea

rin
g 

an
d 

w
e 

ha
ve

 o
ne

 
12

ca
rd

.  
W

e 
ha

ve
 N

ira
j D

an
go

ria
.

13 14
M

r. 
N

ira
j D

an
go

ria
, S

ch
oo

l o
f M

ed
ic

in
e:

  I
 w

an
t t

o 
m

ak
e 

tw
o 

po
in

ts
 to

da
y.

  O
ne

 is
 th

e
15

ch
al

le
ng

es
 w

e 
fa

ce
 w

ith
 th

e 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

us
e 

of
 th

e 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g 
co

m
pl

ex
 in

 g
en

er
al

, a
nd

 
16

m
or

e 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 th
e 

us
e 

of
 th

e 
St

on
e 

co
m

pl
ex

 a
s a

 re
se

ar
ch

 fa
ci

lit
y.

17 18
N

ex
t. 

 W
ith

in
 th

e 
St

on
e 

co
m

pl
ex

 th
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 o

f M
ed

ic
in

e 
oc

cu
pi

es
 th

es
e 

fo
ur

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
, 

19
G

ra
nt

, A
lw

ay
, L

an
e,

 a
nd

 E
dw

ar
ds

.  
Y

ou
 ju

st
 h

ea
rd

 D
av

e 
Le

nn
ox

 ta
lk

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
FI

M
 

20
bu

ild
in

gs
.  

Th
e 

41
5,

00
0 

sq
ua

re
 fe

et
 th

at
 a

re
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 in
 th

e 
St

on
e 

co
m

pl
ex

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
21

re
pl

ac
ed

 in
 th

e 
FI

M
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

. 
22 23

Th
es

e 
50

-y
ea

r o
ld

 h
av

e 
bu

ild
in

g 
sy

st
em

s t
ha

t a
re

 c
om

pl
et

el
y 

en
m

es
he

d 
w

ith
 e

ac
h 

ot
he

r 
24

an
d 

cr
ea

tin
g 

se
pa

ra
te

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
, o

r r
en

ov
at

in
g 

th
os

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 in

 p
la

ce
 is

 a
 re

al
 c

ha
lle

ng
e 

25
be

ca
us

e 
w

e 
w

ou
ld

 n
ee

d 
to

 su
rg

e 
ev

er
yb

od
y 

ou
t o

f t
he

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 re
no

va
te

 th
em

.  
26

Th
e 

ab
ili

ty
 fo

r t
he

 S
ch

oo
l o

f M
ed

ic
in

e 
or

 a
ny

bo
dy

 to
 su

rg
e 

41
5,

00
0 

sq
ua

re
 fe

et
 o

f s
pa

ce
 in

 
27

or
de

r t
o 

re
no

va
te

 it
 is

 a
 c

ha
lle

ng
e,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 a
lm

os
t i

m
po

ss
ib

le
 to

 w
or

k,
 n

o 
no

t a
lm

os
t, 

it 
is

 
28

im
po

ss
ib

le
 to

 w
or

k.
  S

o 
th

at
 is

 o
ne

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 a

sp
ec

t w
e 

fa
ce

 in
 th

e 
re

us
e 

of
 th

e 
St

on
e 

29
B

ui
ld

in
gs

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
Sc

ho
ol

 o
f M

ed
ic

in
e.

30 31
A

s t
o 

th
e 

us
e 

of
 th

es
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

 fo
r r

es
ea

rc
h 

pu
rp

os
es

 I 
w

an
t t

o 
sh

ift
 m

y 
at

te
nt

io
n 

a 
lit

tle
 b

it 
32

an
d 

ta
lk

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
SI

M
 1

 o
r t

he
 L

ok
ey

 S
te

m
 C

el
l B

ui
ld

in
g,

 w
hi

ch
 h

as
 ju

st
 b

ee
n 

co
m

pl
et

ed
 

33
or

 is
 v

er
y 

cl
os

e 
to

 c
om

pl
et

io
n.

 
34 35

N
ex

t. 
 S

o 
th

is
 is

 th
e 

ne
w

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
an

d 
yo

u 
ju

st
 sa

w
 a

 sl
id

e 
of

 th
is

 fr
om

 a
 sl

ig
ht

ly
 d

iff
er

en
t 

36
an

gl
e 

th
at

 D
av

e 
Le

nn
ox

 sh
ow

ed
.  

N
ex

t. 
 T

he
se

 a
re

 th
e 

la
bs

 in
 th

is
 n

ew
 b

ui
ld

in
g.

  W
he

n 
37

re
se

ar
ch

 is
 d

on
e 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
fo

ur
 c

om
po

ne
nt

s t
ha

t r
ea

lly
 m

ak
e 

up
 th

e 
re

se
ar

ch
.  

Th
e 

la
bs

 
38

th
em

se
lv

es
, t

he
se

 a
re

th
e 

w
et

 b
en

ch
 a

re
as

.  
A

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 th

es
e 

la
bs

 a
re

 su
pp

or
t s

pa
ce

s, 
39

w
hi

ch
 in

cl
ud

e 
tis

su
e 

cu
ltu

re
 ro

om
s, 

m
ic

ro
sc

op
e 

ro
om

s, 
co

re
s, 

th
in

gs
 li

ke
 th

at
 th

at
 a

re
 

40
ne

ed
ed

 to
 su

pp
or

t t
hi

s r
es

ea
rc

h 
en

de
av

or
.  

In
 to

da
y’

s l
ab

 p
la

nn
in

g 
pa

ra
di

gm
 fo

r e
ve

ry
 

41
sq

ua
re

 fo
ot

 o
f w

et
 la

b 
be

nc
h 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 y
ou

 n
ee

d 
an

ot
he

r s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

, a
n 

eq
ui

va
le

nt
 sq

ua
re

 
42

fo
ot

, f
or

 th
e 

la
b 

su
pp

or
t s

pa
ce

.
43 44

N
ex

t. 
 T

hi
s i

s w
ha

t l
ab

 su
pp

or
t c

ou
ld

 re
pr

es
en

t. 
 W

e 
ha

ve
 so

m
e 

ba
rr

ed
 sa

fe
ty

 c
ab

in
et

s, 
an

d 
45

so
 in

 th
e 

Lo
ke

y 
St

em
 C

el
l B

ui
ld

in
g 

fo
r e

ve
ry

 sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
 o

f l
ab

 b
en

ch
 th

at
 w

e 
ha

ve
 w

e 
46

ha
ve

 a
 sq

ua
re

 fo
ot

 o
f t

hi
s l

ab
 su

pp
or

t s
pa

ce
.  

In
 th

e 
St

on
e 

co
m

pl
ex

 th
at

 p
ro

po
rti

on
 is

 a
bo

ut
 

47

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

69



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

1
of

 3
8

on
e 

to
 .2

5 
so

 th
at

 is
 o

ne
 re

as
on

 w
hy

 it
 is

 v
er

y 
di

ff
ic

ul
t t

o 
co

nt
in

ue
 to

 u
se

 th
at

 a
s r

es
ea

rc
h 

1
sp

ac
e.

2 3
N

ex
t. 

 T
hi

s i
s w

ha
t t

he
 S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

gs
 lo

ok
 li

ke
.  

I c
ou

ld
 te

ll 
yo

u 
th

at
 e

ve
ry

 sp
ac

e 
lo

ok
s 

4
lik

e 
th

is
 b

ut
 th

at
 is

 n
ot

 tr
ue

.  
N

ex
t. 

 O
r t

ha
t e

ve
ry

 sp
ac

e 
lo

ok
s l

ik
e 

th
is

, b
ut

 e
ve

n 
th

at
 is

 n
ot

 
5

tru
e.

  B
ut

 th
es

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 a

re
 5

0-
ye

ar
 o

ld
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 a
nd

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
m

an
y,

 m
an

y 
sp

ac
es

 w
ith

in
 

6
th

es
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

 th
at

 lo
ok

 li
ke

 th
es

e 
tw

o 
sp

ac
es

.  
7 8

N
ex

t. 
 W

e 
ha

ve
 h

ow
ev

er
 d

on
e 

a 
re

as
on

ab
le

 jo
b 

of
 c

re
at

in
g 

de
ce

nt
 lo

ok
in

g 
la

bs
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

9
St

on
e 

co
m

pl
ex

, b
ut

 th
at

 is
 n

ot
 th

e 
po

in
t. 

 T
he

 p
oi

nt
 is

 th
e 

in
fr

as
tru

ct
ur

e,
 w

hi
ch

 is
 th

e 
la

st
 

10
pi

ec
e 

th
at

 g
oe

s t
og

et
he

r i
n 

m
ak

in
g 

th
es

e 
la

bs
 a

nd
 la

b 
su

pp
or

t s
pa

ce
s f

un
ct

io
na

l.
11 12

N
ex

t. 
 S

o 
w

he
n 

yo
u 

re
al

ly
 lo

ok
 a

t h
ow

 th
es

e 
ne

w
 la

b 
bu

ild
in

gs
 a

re
 b

ui
lt 

on
 th

e 
rig

ht
 is

 o
ur

 
13

ne
w

 L
ok

ey
 S

te
m

 C
el

l B
ui

ld
in

g 
or

 S
IM

 1
, o

n 
th

e 
le

ft 
is

 a
 se

ct
io

n 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
St

on
e 

14
B

ui
ld

in
g.

  T
he

 fl
oo

r-
to

-c
ei

lin
g 

he
ig

ht
 th

at
 is

 in
 th

e 
cu

rr
en

t a
nd

 m
od

er
n 

la
b 

bu
ild

in
gs

 re
al

ly
 

15
is

 w
ha

t i
s n

ee
de

d.
  A

s 
yo

u 
ca

n 
th

e 
se

e 
th

e 
sp

ac
e 

ne
ed

ed
 to

 su
pp

or
t t

he
 in

fr
as

tru
ct

ur
e 

th
at

 is
 

16
re

qu
ire

d 
to

 su
pp

or
t t

he
se

 re
se

ar
ch

 la
bs

.  
In

 th
e 

St
on

e 
co

m
pl

ex
 th

er
e 

ju
st

 is
n’

t e
no

ug
h 

sp
ac

e 
17

to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

th
e 

in
fr

as
tru

ct
ur

e 
to

 su
pp

or
t t

ho
se

 la
bs

.  
So

 th
e 

pr
ev

io
us

 p
ic

tu
re

 th
at

 I 
18

sh
ow

ed
 y

ou
 sh

ow
ed

 a
 la

b 
th

at
 lo

ok
ed

 p
re

tty
 g

oo
d,

 b
ut

 to
 h

av
e 

th
e 

in
fr

as
tru

ct
ur

e 
th

at
 

19
su

pp
or

ts
 th

os
e 

la
bs

 is
 v

er
y,

 v
er

y 
ch

al
le

ng
in

g,
 a

nd
 im

po
ss

ib
le

 to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

al
l t

he
 la

bs
 

20
th

at
 w

e 
ne

ed
 in

 th
e 

St
on

e 
co

m
pl

ex
.  

21 22
N

ex
t. 

 T
he

 la
st

 p
oi

nt
 I 

w
an

t t
o 

le
av

e 
yo

u 
w

ith
 is

 th
er

e 
is

 o
nl

y 
so

 m
uc

h 
yo

u 
ca

n 
st

uf
f i

n 
23

th
es

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
.  

Th
is

 is
 a

 c
ei

lin
g 

ac
ce

ss
 a

re
a.

  O
ve

r t
he

 y
ea

rs
 w

e 
ha

ve
 tr

ie
d 

to
 d

o 
so

 m
uc

h,
 

24
so

 m
uc

h 
w

ith
 th

es
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

th
at

 th
e 

ce
ili

ng
 sp

ac
es

 th
em

se
lv

es
 h

av
e 

re
m

ai
ne

d 
25

in
ac

ce
ss

ib
le

.  
Th

er
ef

or
e 

I w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 to

 c
on

cl
ud

e 
w

ith
 th

e 
fa

ct
 th

at
 th

e 
St

on
e 

co
m

pl
ex

 is
 

26
re

al
ly

 n
ot

 c
ap

ab
le

 o
f m

ee
tin

g 
th

e 
re

se
ar

ch
 n

ee
ds

 o
f t

he
 S

ch
oo

l o
f M

ed
ic

in
e 

an
d 

ne
ith

er
 is

 it
 

27
po

ss
ib

le
 to

 c
om

pl
et

el
y 

re
ha

b 
th

e 
St

on
e 

co
m

pl
ex

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f t

he
 su

rg
e 

is
su

es
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 

28
it.

  T
ha

nk
 y

ou
.

29 30
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 T
ha

nk
 y

ou
 v

er
y 

m
uc

h.
  W

e 
ha

ve
 n

o 
m

or
e 

ca
rd

s. 
 W

e 
w

ill
 le

av
e 

th
e 

pu
bl

ic
 

31
he

ar
in

g 
op

en
 sh

ou
ld

 a
ny

on
e 

el
se

 c
om

e 
an

d 
lik

e 
to

 sp
ea

k.
  C

om
m

is
si

on
er

s, 
qu

es
tio

ns
 o

r 
32

co
m

m
en

ts
? 

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r.
33 34

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r: 
 A

 c
ou

pl
e 

of
 q

ue
st

io
ns

.  
Fi

rs
tly

 is
 th

at
 a

ni
m

at
io

n 
fr

om
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

35
av

ai
la

bl
e 

on
 th

e 
C

ity
 w

eb
si

te
?

36 37
M

r. 
Tu

rn
er

:  
It 

w
ill

 b
e.

  I
t i

s a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

11
5 

m
eg

ab
yt

es
 so

 w
e 

ne
ed

 to
 fi

gu
re

 o
ut

 a
 w

ay
 

38
to

 c
om

pr
es

s i
ta

 b
it 

so
 th

at
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 c
an

 d
ow

nl
oa

d 
it 

ea
si

ly
 a

nd
 p

ro
pe

rly
.

39 40
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r: 

 O
ka

y,
 th

an
k 

yo
u.

  H
as

 a
ny

bo
dy

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

th
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l f
or

 
41

w
he

th
er

 th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

is
 su

ita
bl

e 
fo

r u
se

 b
y 

co
m

m
un

ity
 p

hy
si

ci
an

s?
42 43

M
r. 

Tu
rn

er
:  

I t
hi

nk
 I 

w
ou

ld
 le

av
e 

th
at

 to
 th

e 
ap

pl
ic

an
t t

o 
di

sc
us

s.
44 45

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r: 
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

.
46 47

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 A

s 
yo

u 
ap

pr
oa

ch
, p

le
as

e 
id

en
tif

y 
yo

ur
se

lf.
48

PT
C
2.
1

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

2
of

 3
8

1
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  W

e 
ar

e 
m

ak
in

g 
sp

ac
e 

at
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
fo

r c
om

m
un

ity
 

2
ph

ys
ic

ia
ns

, a
nd

 th
at

 sh
ou

ld
 p

ro
vi

de
 a

n 
ad

eq
ua

te
 sp

ac
e 

in
 th

e 
sh

or
t-t

er
m

.  
In

 th
e 

lo
ng

-te
rm

 
3

th
e 

pr
op

os
ed

 m
ed

ic
al

 o
ff

ic
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
of

fe
re

d 
to

 c
om

m
un

ity
 p

hy
si

ci
an

s f
or

 th
ei

r 
4

us
e.

  T
ha

t i
s a

 m
or

e 
su

ita
bl

e 
sp

ac
e 

fo
r t

he
m

.
5 6

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r: 
 I 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 th

at
 th

is
 is

 b
as

ic
al

ly
 y

ou
r d

es
ire

 to
 u

se
 H

oo
ve

r 
7

Pa
vi

lio
n 

fo
r c

om
m

un
ity

 p
hy

si
ci

an
s. 

 I 
am

 ju
st

 w
on

de
rin

g 
hy

po
th

et
ic

al
ly

 is
 th

e 
St

on
e 

8
B

ui
ld

in
g 

su
ita

bl
e 

in
 te

rm
s o

f f
lo

or
-to

-c
ei

lin
g 

he
ig

ht
s s

o 
th

at
 it

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
re

no
va

te
d 

to
 b

e 
9

ad
eq

ua
te

 fo
r c

om
m

un
ity

 p
hy

si
ci

an
s, 

an
d 

ar
e 

th
er

e 
an

y 
le

ga
l r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

 su
ch

 a
s O

SH
PD

 
10

or
 w

ha
te

ve
r t

ha
t p

re
cl

ud
e 

its
 u

se
 fo

r t
ha

t p
ur

po
se

?
11 12

M
r. 

To
rto

ric
h:

  S
o,

 th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 p

hy
si

ci
an

s h
ou

se
d 

at
 1

10
1 

W
el

ch
 R

oa
d 

ne
ed

 sp
ac

e 
13

im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

 so
 th

at
 is

 w
hy

 w
e 

ar
e 

m
ov

in
g 

th
em

 to
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

.  
If

 w
e 

do
n’

t m
ov

e 
14

th
em

 w
e 

ca
n’

t b
ui

ld
 th

e 
ne

w
 h

os
pi

ta
l, 

w
hi

ch
 w

e 
ha

ve
 to

 d
o 

be
ca

us
e 

of
 se

is
m

ic
 

15
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
.  

16 17
If

 y
ou

 w
er

e 
to

 re
no

va
te

 th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

fo
r c

om
m

un
ity

 p
hy

si
ci

an
s t

he
y 

m
ay

 h
av

e 
to

 
18

co
m

pl
y 

w
ith

 w
ha

t i
s c

al
le

d 
O

SH
PD

-3
 R

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

 d
ep

en
di

ng
 u

po
n 

ho
w

 th
ey

 p
ra

ct
ic

e,
 

19
w

hi
ch

 re
la

te
s t

o 
H

V
A

C
 is

su
es

 th
at

 N
ira

j j
us

t t
al

ke
d 

ab
ou

t. 
 A

ls
o,

 w
e 

w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

to
 d

ef
in

e 
20

ex
ac

tly
 h

ow
 th

ey
 c

re
at

e 
in

di
vi

du
al

 su
ite

s w
ith

in
 th

at
 la

rg
e 

bu
ild

in
g,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 so
m

et
hi

ng
 w

e 
21

ar
e 

ab
le

 to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 b
ut

 it
 h

as
n’

t b
ee

n 
w

ith
ou

t i
ts

 
22

ch
al

le
ng

es
.  

So
 th

ey
 a

re
 li

ke
 se

pa
ra

te
 te

na
nt

s w
ith

in
 a

 la
rg

e 
bu

ild
in

g.
  S

o 
yo

u 
w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
23

to
 c

re
at

e 
a 

w
ay

 to
 c

re
at

e 
th

os
e 

su
ite

s.
24 25

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 If

 I 
m

ay
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

, a
nd

 ju
st

 to
 p

ro
m

pt
 y

ou
, a

re
 y

ou
 g

et
tin

g 
to

 a
n 

im
pa

ct
 

26
th

at
 h

as
n’

t b
ee

n 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

in
 th

e 
D

EI
R

 o
ra

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
th

at
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

?
27 28

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r: 
 Y

es
.  

I a
m

 so
rt 

of
 w

on
de

rin
g 

ab
ou

t w
he

th
er

 in
st

ea
d 

of
 d

em
ol

is
hi

ng
 

29
th

e 
Ed

w
ar

d 
D

ur
el

l S
to

ne
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

its
 p

ot
en

tia
l r

eu
se

, s
ev

er
in

g 
it 

fr
om

 th
e 

re
st

 o
f t

he
 

30
ho

sp
ita

l s
o 

th
at

 it
 w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 h
av

e 
a 

pr
ob

le
m

 o
f b

ei
ng

 a
 st

ru
ct

ur
al

 is
su

e,
 b

ut
 m

ak
in

g 
it 

31
su

ita
bl

e 
fo

r c
om

m
un

ity
 p

hy
si

ci
an

s m
ig

ht
 b

e 
an

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

to
 d

em
ol

is
hi

ng
 it

.  
Th

e 
32

ad
va

nt
ag

e 
of

 u
si

ng
 th

at
 sq

ua
re

 fo
ot

ag
e 

th
er

e 
m

ig
ht

 b
e 

al
so

 a
no

th
er

 is
su

e 
an

d 
th

at
 is

 if
 w

e 
33

co
nc

en
tra

te
d 

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 p

hy
si

ci
an

s a
dj

ac
en

t t
o 

th
e 

re
st

 o
f t

he
 h

os
pi

ta
l c

om
pl

ex
 ra

th
er

 
34

th
an

 th
e 

ad
di

tio
na

l n
ew

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 a

t H
oo

ve
r i

t w
ou

ld
 d

ea
l w

ith
 th

e 
vi

su
al

 im
pa

ct
s o

f t
he

 
35

ne
w

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 a

ro
un

d 
H

oo
ve

r, 
w

hi
ch

 I 
do

n’
t t

hi
nk

 w
er

e 
ad

eq
ua

te
ly

 a
dd

re
ss

ed
, a

s w
el

l a
s 

36
re

du
ce

 th
e 

tra
ns

po
rta

tio
n 

im
pa

ct
s o

f g
et

tin
g 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 p

hy
si

ci
an

s. 
 I 

do
n’

t 
37

th
in

k 
th

is
 is

su
e 

ha
s b

ee
n 

st
ud

ie
d 

an
d 

pe
rh

ap
s a

n 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
th

at
 re

ta
in

s t
he

se
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 
38

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

.  
I t

hi
nk

 th
at

 th
e 

us
e 

of
 th

em
 fo

r c
om

m
un

ity
 p

hy
si

ci
an

s w
hi

le
 I 

39
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 th
e 

Pr
of

es
so

r f
ro

m
 S

ta
nf

or
d’

s c
on

ce
rn

 a
bo

ut
 u

si
ng

 th
em

 a
s p

ar
t o

f t
he

 S
ch

oo
l 

40
of

 M
ed

ic
in

e 
bu

t t
he

ir 
us

e 
fo

r c
om

m
un

ity
 p

hy
si

ci
an

s d
oe

sn
’t 

se
em

 to
 b

e 
pr

ob
le

m
at

ic
.  

Y
ou

 
41

ca
n 

su
bd

iv
id

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 a

ny
 w

ay
 y

ou
 w

an
t a

nd
 I 

do
n’

t t
hi

nk
 th

at
 is

 a
n 

is
su

e.
42 43

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 A

ny
th

in
g 

el
se

 a
t t

hi
s t

im
e?

44 45
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r: 

 O
ne

 th
in

g 
I w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 to
 ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 is
 in

 te
rm

s o
f t

he
 v

id
eo

.  
C

ou
ld

 
46

yo
u 

br
in

g 
us

 sl
ow

ly
 to

 w
he

re
 th

e 
si

gh
t l

in
e 

go
es

 p
as

t H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
? 

 In
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 I 
w

an
t 

47
to

 se
e 

no
t j

us
t t

he
 si

gh
t l

in
e 

fr
om

 Q
ua

rr
y 

an
d 

Pa
lo

 R
oa

d 
bu

t b
ey

on
d 

th
at

 w
he

re
 y

ou
 a

re
 so

rt 
48

PT
C
2.
1

C
on

't

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

70



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

3
of

 3
8

of
 fu

ll 
on

 to
 H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 a
nd

 b
ey

on
d 

it 
w

he
n 

yo
u 

ar
e 

pa
ss

in
g 

it 
to

w
ar

ds
 w

he
re

 th
e 

1
su

bs
ta

tio
n 

is
.  

I a
m

 w
on

de
rin

g 
th

e 
de

gr
ee

 to
 w

hi
ch

 th
os

e 
ne

w
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 o
bs

cu
re

 th
e 

vi
ew

 o
f 

2
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

.  
So

 if
 y

ou
 c

an
 g

o 
sl

ow
ly

 fr
om

 h
er

e 
on

.  
St

op
 th

er
e.

  C
om

e 
ba

ck
 a

 fe
w

.  
3

Se
e 

it 
is

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 to

 o
bs

cu
re

.  
W

ha
t I

 a
m

 se
ei

ng
 h

er
e 

at
 4

3 
se

co
nd

s i
n.

  I
t l

oo
ks

 li
ke

 it
 is

 
4

be
gi

nn
in

g 
to

 o
bs

cu
re

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 a

nd
 th

en
 w

he
n 

yo
u 

go
 a

 li
ttl

e 
bi

t f
ur

th
er

, a
bo

ut
 4

5 
5

se
co

nd
s 

yo
u 

ca
n 

se
e 

it 
is

 o
bs

cu
rin

g 
th

e 
ed

ge
 o

f H
oo

ve
r. 

 If
 y

ou
 g

o 
fu

rth
er

 it
 is

 c
om

pl
et

el
y 

6
ob

sc
ur

ed
.  

If
 y

ou
 c

om
e 

ba
ck

 a
 li

ttl
e 

bi
t a

nd
 st

op
 th

er
e,

 I 
am

 n
ot

 su
re

 b
ut

 it
 lo

ok
s l

ik
e 

yo
u 

7
m

ig
ht

 b
e 

fr
om

 h
er

e 
or

 sl
ig

ht
ly

 b
ey

on
d 

yo
u 

m
ig

ht
 b

e 
ab

le
 to

 se
e 

th
e 

co
rn

er
 o

f H
oo

ve
r 

8
Pa

vi
lio

n.
  C

an
 y

ou
 g

o 
a 

lit
tle

 fu
rth

er
? 

 It
 is

 b
as

ic
al

ly
…

co
m

e 
ba

ck
 a

bo
ut

 tw
o 

or
 th

re
e 

9
fr

am
es

.  
In

 th
at

 g
ap

 th
er

e 
th

at
 is

 p
ro

ba
bl

y 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 in
 th

e 
tre

es
.  

B
ec

au
se

 o
f t

he
 

10
va

nt
ag

e 
po

in
t, 

yo
u 

kn
ow

 th
e 

fu
rth

er
 b

ac
k 

yo
u 

go
 y

ou
 se

e 
m

or
e 

of
 it

.  
11 12

So
 it

 d
oe

s a
pp

ea
r t

ha
t t

he
 p

ar
ki

ng
 g

ar
ag

e 
an

d 
th

es
e 

ne
w

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 p

re
tty

 m
uc

h 
ob

sc
ur

e 
13

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 fr

om
 th

e 
si

gh
tli

ne
s a

lo
ng

 Q
ua

rr
y 

R
oa

d.
  I

 th
in

k 
th

at
 th

e 
on

ly
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n 

14
fo

r v
is

ua
l h

as
 b

ee
n 

fr
om

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 th

e 
co

rn
er

 o
f P

al
o 

an
d 

Q
ua

rr
y 

an
d 

no
t e

ls
ew

he
re

 a
lo

ng
 

15
th

at
.  

Fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
no

 v
is

ua
ls

 ta
ke

n 
fr

om
 w

he
re

 th
ey

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
on

 th
e 

pa
rk

in
g 

16
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

of
 th

e 
St

an
fo

rd
 S

ho
pp

in
g 

C
en

te
r a

cr
os

s t
he

 st
re

et
 a

nd
 a

lo
ng

 th
er

e,
 o

r t
he

 o
th

er
 

17
pa

rk
in

g 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

fu
rth

er
 to

w
ar

ds
 A

rb
or

et
um

 a
nd

 se
e 

w
ha

t t
he

 v
ie

w
s o

f t
ha

t w
ou

ld
 b

e
of

 
18

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
.  

So
 I 

th
in

k 
th

at
 is

 a
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 im
pa

ct
 a

lo
ng

 th
os

e 
si

gh
tli

ne
s. 

 It
 is

 
19

pa
rti

cu
la

rly
 n

ot
 o

nl
y 

fo
r v

is
ua

l b
ut

 it
 is

 a
ls

o 
hi

st
or

ic
 re

so
ur

ce
 b

ec
au

se
 it

 im
pa

ct
s t

ha
t 

20
hi

st
or

ic
 re

so
ur

ce
 o

f t
he

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
.  

I w
ill

 c
om

e 
ba

ck
 to

 h
is

to
ric

 re
so

ur
ce

s i
n 

a 
21

m
om

en
t.

22 23
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
.

24 25
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
O

ka
y,

 th
an

k 
yo

u.
  T

he
re

 is
 a

no
th

er
 c

am
pu

s n
ea

rb
y 

he
re

.  
I t

hi
nk

 
26

so
m

e 
of

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
se

en
 it

.  
It 

is
 c

al
le

d 
St

an
fo

rd
.  

Fr
om

 w
ha

t I
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
fr

om
 h

av
in

g 
27

lis
te

ne
d 

to
 a

 le
ct

ur
e 

by
 D

av
id

 L
en

no
x 

in
 L

os
 A

lto
s r

ec
en

tly
 th

at
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

is
 g

oi
ng

 b
ac

k 
to

 
28

th
e 

pl
an

ni
ng

 o
f O

lm
st

ea
d 

in
 lo

ok
in

g 
at

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
 g

ro
w

th
, p

re
se

rv
in

g 
co

rr
id

or
s, 

si
gh

tli
ne

s, 
29

re
al

ly
 e

st
ab

lis
hi

ng
 th

e 
pr

ac
tic

e 
of

 si
tin

g 
bu

ild
in

gs
 th

at
 m

ad
e 

th
e 

ca
m

pu
s b

ot
h 

be
au

tif
ul

 a
nd

 
30

gr
ea

t. 
 I 

w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 to

 se
e,

 th
is

 is
 a

 c
on

ce
pt

 in
 p

la
nn

in
g,

 v
er

y 
tra

di
tio

na
l, 

ca
lle

d 
co

nt
in

ui
ty

.  
31

W
ha

t i
t e

st
ab

lis
he

s i
s t

ha
t y

ou
 tr

y 
to

 b
ui

ld
 u

po
n 

so
m

et
hi

ng
, w

hi
ch

 is
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 h
is

to
ric

 
32

pa
st

.  
33 34

Pa
rt 

of
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r’

s c
om

m
en

t a
bo

ut
 th

e 
si

tin
g 

of
 th

e 
ne

w
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

at
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r 
35

Pa
vi

lio
n 

is
 th

at
 th

e 
M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r i
s w

or
ki

ng
 in

 th
e 

co
nt

ex
t o

f b
ui

ld
in

gs
 th

at
 a

re
 se

t 
36

al
m

os
t i

n 
a 

pa
rk

 w
ay

.  
Th

e 
ne

w
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

is
 so

rt 
of

 fo
rc

ed
 ri

gh
t t

o 
th

e 
fr

on
t. 

 If
 y

ou
 lo

ok
 a

t 
37

th
at

 v
id

eo
 a

s i
t g

oe
s d

ow
n 

Q
ua

rr
y 

R
oa

d 
it 

is
 re

al
ly

 a
 se

rie
s o

f b
ui

ld
in

gs
 w

ith
 a

m
pl

e 
op

en
 

38
sp

ac
e 

ar
ou

nd
 th

em
, s

et
 b

ac
k 

fr
om

 th
e 

st
re

et
, a

nd
 th

e 
ne

w
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

so
rt 

of
 v

io
la

te
s t

he
 

39
co

nc
ep

t o
f t

he
 v

is
ua

l q
ua

lit
y 

of
 th

e 
Pa

vi
lio

n 
an

d 
th

e 
re

st
 o

f t
he

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

le
ad

in
g 

do
w

n 
40

to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r. 

 I 
w

ou
ld

 su
gg

es
t t

ha
t t

hi
s i

m
pa

ct
 o

n 
th

e 
si

tin
g 

an
d 

th
e 

co
nt

ex
t 

41
of

 b
ot

h 
th

e 
H

oo
ve

r b
ui

ld
in

g,
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

Sh
op

pi
ng

 C
en

te
r, 

th
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

 th
at

 a
re

 fu
rth

er
 a

lo
ng

 
42

Q
ua

rr
y 

is
 a

n 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l i

m
pa

ct
.  

Th
e 

w
ay

 in
 w

hi
ch

 it
 c

an
 b

e 
m

iti
ga

te
d 

is
 b

y 
re

lo
ca

tin
g 

43
th

at
 n

ew
 m

ed
ic

al
 o

ff
ic

e 
bu

ild
in

g.
  B

y 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r’
s r

ec
om

m
en

da
tio

n 
44

of
 lo

ok
in

g 
at

 th
e 

St
on

e 
ho

sp
ita

l a
s a

 si
te

 fo
r m

ed
ic

al
 o

ff
ic

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 o

r m
ov

in
g 

it 
be

hi
nd

 
45

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 p

er
ha

ps
 w

he
re

 th
er

e 
is

 so
m

e 
of

 th
at

 su
rf

ac
e 

pa
rk

in
g.

  I
n 

an
y 

re
sp

ec
t, 

it 
46

fe
el

s k
in

d 
of

 fo
rc

ed
 a

nd
 u

nc
om

fo
rta

bl
e 

in
 it

s r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
to

 a
n 

hi
st

or
ic

 b
ui

ld
in

g.
  I

 th
in

k 
47

PT
C
2.
2

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

4
of

 3
8

m
iti

ga
tio

n 
of

 th
at

 p
ro

bl
em

 is
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
.  

I w
an

t t
o 

co
m

e 
ba

ck
 to

 th
is

 la
te

r b
ut

 I 
w

an
t t

o 
1

ju
st

 so
rt 

of
 c

ol
le

ct
 m

y 
th

ou
gh

ts
 fo

r n
ow

.  
Th

an
k 

yo
u.

2 3
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 T

an
ak

a.
4 5

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 T

an
ak

a:
  T

ha
nk

 y
ou

.  
Fi

rs
t, 

th
an

k 
yo

u 
to

 S
ta

ff
 a

nd
 P

B
S&

J a
s w

el
l a

s 
6

St
an

fo
rd

 fo
r c

om
in

g 
ou

t t
on

ig
ht

.  
I h

ad
 so

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
tre

es
.  

It 
lo

ok
ed

 li
ke

 a
 

7
pr

et
ty

 e
xt

en
si

ve
 st

ud
y 

w
as

 d
on

e 
on

 th
e 

tre
es

 in
 te

rm
s o

f t
he

 im
pa

ct
s a

nd
 p

os
si

bl
e 

8
m

iti
ga

tio
ns

.  
I g

ue
ss

 o
ne

 q
ue

st
io

n 
I h

av
e 

fo
r S

ta
ff

 is
 le

t’s
 sa

y 
th

is
 g

oe
s f

or
w

ar
d 

as
 p

la
nn

ed
, 

9
m

ay
be

 a
s o

ne
 o

f t
he

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
es

, w
ha

t i
s t

he
 p

la
n 

fo
r n

ot
ifi

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
al

er
tin

g 
pe

op
le

 o
f t

he
 

10
tre

e 
re

m
ov

al
s?

11 12
M

r. 
Tu

rn
er

:  
N

o 
pl

an
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

at
 th

is
 ti

m
e 

fo
r t

ha
t.

13 14
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 T
an

ak
a:

  O
ka

y.
  I

 n
ot

ic
e 

th
at

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
go

in
g 

to
 b

e 
ta

gs
 p

la
ce

d 
on

 th
e 

tre
es

 if
 

15
I a

m
 n

ot
 m

is
ta

ke
n.

  I
s t

ha
t r

ig
ht

?
16 17

M
r. 

Tu
rn

er
:  

Th
at

 is
 c

or
re

ct
.

18 19
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 T
an

ak
a:

  O
ka

y.
  S

o 
m

ay
be

 w
ha

t c
an

 b
e 

do
ne

 a
s t

hi
sp

ro
gr

es
se

s f
or

w
ar

d 
ju

st
 

20
to

 k
in

d 
of

 a
le

rt 
th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity

 a
nd

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
ho

 c
ar

e 
ab

ou
t t

he
 tr

ee
s, 

am
pl

e 
no

tif
ic

at
io

n 
to

 
21

pe
op

le
 a

ro
un

d 
th

er
e 

on
 th

e 
tre

es
 w

el
l i

n 
ad

va
nc

e 
ve

rs
us

 ju
st

 th
e 

da
y 

be
fo

re
.  

It 
is

 k
in

d 
of

 a
 

22
sm

al
l t

hi
ng

 b
ut

 I 
th

in
k 

gi
ve

n 
w

ha
t t

he
 c

om
m

un
ity

 c
ar

es
 a

bo
ut

 I 
th

in
k 

am
pl

e 
no

tif
ic

at
io

n 
is

 
23

so
m

et
hi

ng
 th

at
 I 

th
in

k 
w

ou
ld

 se
rv

e 
ev

er
yo

ne
 v

er
y 

w
el

l. 
 P

er
ha

ps
 e

ve
n 

a 
w

eb
si

te
 w

ith
 

24
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ab

ou
t w

hy
 th

es
e 

tre
es

 a
re

 b
ei

ng
 re

m
ov

ed
 a

nd
 th

e 
al

te
rn

at
iv

es
 th

at
 w

er
e 

lo
ok

ed
 

25
at

.  
A

ls
o,

 I 
w

ou
ld

 su
gg

es
t m

ay
be

 ju
st

 p
re

se
rv

in
g 

so
m

e 
of

 th
e 

do
cu

m
en

ta
tio

n 
th

at
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

26
do

ne
 so

 th
at

 p
eo

pl
e 

w
ho

 a
re

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 a

bo
ut

 th
is

 is
su

e 
ca

n 
ki

nd
 o

f s
er

ve
 th

em
se

lv
es

, a
nd

 
27

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 th

e 
ra

tio
na

le
, a

nd
 n

ot
 b

e 
su

rp
ris

ed
 if

 a
nd

 w
he

n 
th

is
 d

oe
s h

ap
pe

n.
  T

ho
se

 a
re

 m
y 

28
co

m
m

en
ts

 fo
r n

ow
.  

Th
an

k 
yo

u.
29 30

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 T

he
 C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
do

es
 n

ot
 a

dd
re

ss
 sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 th
e 

vi
su

al
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 
31

of
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

in
 it

s L
an

d 
U

se
 c

ha
pt

er
.  

It 
is

 n
ot

 a
 n

ei
gh

bo
rh

oo
d 

ce
nt

er
.  

It 
is

 n
ot

 a
 b

us
in

es
s, 

a 
32

st
re

et
, e

tc
.  

A
lth

ou
gh

 th
e 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

do
es

 a
dd

re
ss

 a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f w
ay

s i
n 

w
hi

ch
 w

e 
33

ad
dr

es
s t

ho
se

 c
on

di
tio

ns
.  

I b
el

ie
ve

 in
 2

00
7 

or
 2

00
8,

 I 
am

 fo
rg

et
tin

g 
ex

ac
tly

 w
he

n 
th

e 
34

pr
es

en
ta

tio
n 

w
as

 a
t t

he
 v

er
y 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
w

he
re

 th
e 

C
ity

 h
ad

 h
ire

d 
a 

co
ns

ul
ta

nt
 to

 w
ei

gh
 in

 
35

on
 h

ow
 w

e 
ar

e 
ap

pr
oa

ch
in

g 
or

 im
ag

in
in

g 
th

es
e 

ar
ea

s t
o 

be
de

ve
lo

pe
d,

 a
nd

 d
ev

el
op

ed
 a

 
36

co
nc

ep
t c

al
le

d 
th

e 
V

ill
ag

e 
C

on
ce

pt
.  

It 
em

ph
as

iz
ed

 a
s I

 re
ca

ll 
th

re
e 

th
in

gs
.  

O
ne

 fo
cu

se
d 

in
 

37
on

 m
od

es
 o

f t
ra

ns
po

rta
tio

n,
 tr

yi
ng

 to
 fi

nd
 w

ay
s t

o 
in

cr
ea

se
 th

e 
op

po
rtu

ni
tie

s f
or

 w
al

ki
ng

 
38

an
d 

bi
ke

 ro
ut

es
, a

nd
 le

ss
 d

ep
en

de
nc

e 
on

 th
e 

ca
r. 

 T
he

 se
co

nd
 im

po
rta

nt
 th

in
g 

th
at

 it
 d

id
 

39
w

as
 c

re
at

ed
 a

nd
 a

ck
no

w
le

dg
ed

 th
e 

lin
ka

ge
s t

ha
t o

cc
ur

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
ca

m
pu

s a
nd

 th
e 

ca
m

pu
s 

40
pl

an
ni

ng
 a

nd
 th

e 
ci

ty
 a

nd
 it

s i
m

m
ed

ia
te

 su
rr

ou
nd

in
gs

.  
Th

ird
ly

, e
m

ph
as

iz
ed

 th
e 

gr
ou

nd
 

41
pl

an
e 

an
d 

th
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
of

 th
e 

pe
rs

on
 o

n 
th

e 
gr

ou
nd

.  
H

ow
 h

as
 th

at
 in

fo
rm

ed
 th

es
e 

42
an

al
ys

es
 th

at
 h

av
e 

go
ne

 in
to

 th
e 

D
EI

R
 a

nd
 th

e 
m

iti
ga

tio
ns

 th
at

 a
re

 b
ei

ng
 re

co
m

m
en

de
d 

43
re

la
tiv

e 
to

 th
es

e 
th

in
gs

? 
 I 

as
k 

th
at

 b
ec

au
se

 th
er

e 
is

 a
 lo

t o
f a

tte
nt

io
n 

in
 th

e 
D

EI
R

 a
bo

ut
 

44
vi

ew
sh

ed
s a

s o
pp

os
ed

 to
 sa

y 
th

e 
lin

ka
ge

s t
ha

t w
e 

w
er

e 
lo

ok
in

g 
fo

r t
ha

t w
er

e 
im

po
rta

nt
 to

 
45

th
e 

ci
ty

 a
s o

pp
os

ed
 to

 th
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

es
 th

at
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r a

nd
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 
46

M
ar

tin
ez

 a
re

 sp
ea

ki
ng

 a
bo

ut
 a

t t
he

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 fo

r i
ns

ta
nc

e.
  H

av
e 

w
e 

ut
ili

ze
d 

so
m

e 
of

 
47

th
os

e 
fin

di
ng

s?
  M

ay
be

 th
er

e 
is

 a
ls

o 
an

ot
he

r p
ie

ce
 to

 th
is

, a
s p

ar
t o

f m
y 

qu
es

tio
n,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 
48

PT
C
2.
2

C
on

't

PT
C
2.
3

PT
C
2.
4

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

71



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

5
of

 3
8

th
e 

de
si

gn
 g

ui
de

lin
es

 w
hi

ch
 w

as
 so

m
et

hi
ng

 n
ew

 a
t l

ea
st

 fo
r m

e 
a 

co
up

le
 o

f m
ee

tin
gs

 a
go

, 
1

as
 a

n 
in

tro
du

ct
io

n.
  G

ra
nt

ed
 th

at
 th

at
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

pr
et

ty
 m

uc
h 

th
e 

au
sp

ic
e 

of
 th

e 
A

R
B

 b
ut

 
2

pe
rh

ap
s t

ha
t i

s a
ls

o 
fil

lin
g 

in
 so

m
e 

ga
ps

 h
er

e 
as

 a
 w

ay
 to

 e
va

lu
at

e 
w

he
re

 th
in

gs
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

3
m

iti
ga

te
d,

 c
an

 b
e,

 a
nd

 w
ha

t t
ho

se
 th

in
gs

 a
re

.
4 5

M
r. 

Tu
rn

er
:  

Th
an

k 
yo

u 
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r. 

 I 
th

in
k 

I w
ill

 h
av

e 
Tr

ix
ie

 a
nd

 R
od

 p
er

ha
ps

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
6

a 
lit

tle
 b

it 
ab

ou
t t

he
 a

pp
ro

ac
h 

to
 th

e 
vi

su
al

 a
na

ly
si

s a
nd

 th
e 

an
al

ys
is

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 fr

om
 

7
sp

ec
ifi

c 
vi

ew
 p

oi
nt

s, 
an

d 
th

e 
C

EQ
A

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r t

ha
t t

yp
e 

of
 v

is
ua

l a
na

ly
si

s a
nd

 h
ow

 
8

th
at

 w
as

 a
pp

ro
ac

he
d 

in
 th

e 
EI

R
.  

Th
ey

 c
an

 d
es

cr
ib

e 
th

at
 k

in
d 

of
 b

rie
fly

 b
ut

 I 
w

ill
 d

is
cu

ss
 a

 
9

lit
tle

 b
it 

ab
ou

t t
he

 V
ill

ag
e

C
on

ce
pt

 A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

  
10 11

R
ea

lly
 fr

om
 th

e 
ve

ry
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 S
ta

ff
 re

al
iz

ed
 th

at
 it

 w
as

 v
er

y 
im

po
rta

nt
 to

 lo
ok

 a
t h

ow
 

12
pe

de
st

ria
n 

an
d 

bi
cy

cl
is

ts
 w

ou
ld

 m
ov

e 
fr

om
 P

al
o 

A
lto

’s
 D

ow
nt

ow
n 

ar
ea

, f
ro

m
 th

e 
13

In
te

rm
od

al
 T

ra
ns

it 
C

en
te

r, 
ac

ro
ss

 th
e 

st
re

et
 fr

om
 E

l C
am

in
o 

to
 th

e 
sh

op
pi

ng
 c

en
te

r, 
to

 
14

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
, a

nd
 th

en
 h

ow
 p

ed
es

tri
an

s w
ou

ld
 m

ak
e 

th
ei

r w
ay

 d
ow

n 
to

 th
e 

M
ed

ic
al

 
15

C
en

te
r b

ui
ld

in
gs

.  
So

 v
er

y 
ea

rly
 o

n 
in

 th
e 

pr
oc

es
s w

e 
hi

re
d 

an
 U

rb
an

 D
es

ig
n 

Pe
er

 
16

R
ev

ie
w

er
, B

ru
ce

 F
uk

uj
i, 

to
 h

el
p 

th
e 

C
ity

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 d

o 
a 

pe
er

 re
vi

ew
 o

f t
he

 a
pp

lic
at

io
n 

an
d 

17
th

e 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 th
at

 w
er

e 
pr

ov
id

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
ap

pl
ic

an
t. 

 O
ut

 o
f t

ho
se

 d
is

cu
ss

io
ns

 re
al

ly
 c

am
e 

18
w

ha
t h

as
 b

ee
n 

ca
lle

d 
th

e 
V

ill
ag

e 
C

on
ce

pt
 A

lte
rn

at
iv

e,
 w

hi
ch

 is
 a

n 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
th

at
 e

xi
st

s i
n 

19
th

e 
EI

R
.  

Th
e 

in
te

nt
 o

f t
ha

t A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

is
 to

 ta
ke

a 
lo

ok
 a

t t
he

 p
hy

si
ca

l a
sp

ec
ts

 o
f t

he
 

20
V

ill
ag

e 
C

on
ce

pt
 A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
th

e 
lin

ka
ge

s, 
th

e 
co

nn
ec

tio
ns

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
tra

ns
it 

ce
nt

er
 a

nd
 

21
th

e 
St

an
fo

rd
 S

ho
pp

in
g 

C
en

te
r/M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r a
re

a.
  S

o 
it 

lo
ok

s a
t t

he
 p

hy
si

ca
l c

ha
ng

es
 th

at
 

22
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

br
ou

gh
t o

n 
by

 th
e 

V
ill

ag
e 

C
on

ce
pt

 A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

  
23 24

A
s w

e 
ha

ve
 g

on
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

de
si

gn
 re

vi
ew

 o
f t

hi
s p

ro
ce

ss
 I 

w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

to
 sa

y 
th

at
 th

e 
25

ap
pl

ic
an

ts
 re

al
ly

 h
av

e 
co

m
e 

on
bo

ar
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

co
nc

ep
t o

f a
 V

ill
ag

e 
C

on
ce

pt
 w

ith
 re

ga
rd

s t
o 

26
lin

ka
ge

s. 
 T

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 h

as
 e

vo
lv

ed
 o

ve
r t

he
 p

as
t f

ew
 y

ea
rs

 to
 e

m
ph

as
iz

e 
th

e 
ne

ed
 fo

r t
ho

se
 

27
st

ro
ng

 c
on

ne
ct

io
ns

.  
Pa

rts
 o

f t
ho

se
 p

hy
si

ca
l c

on
ne

ct
io

ns
 h

av
e 

be
en

 a
dd

re
ss

ed
 in

 th
e 

EI
R

 
28

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 R

ev
ie

w
 p

ro
ce

ss
.  

Th
e 

m
or

e 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
de

si
gn

 o
f t

ho
se

 li
nk

ag
es

 a
nd

 
29

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

re
vi

ew
ed

 a
nd

 c
er

ta
in

ly
br

ou
gh

t t
o 

th
e 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 a
nd

 
30

C
ou

nc
il 

fo
r y

ou
r r

ev
ie

w
.  

So
 in

 su
m

m
ar

y 
th

e 
im

po
rta

nc
e 

of
 th

e 
lin

ka
ge

s a
nd

 c
on

ne
ct

io
ns

 
31

w
as

 re
al

ly
 k

no
w

n 
ea

rly
 o

n 
an

d 
w

e 
ha

ve
 ta

ke
n 

w
ha

t w
e 

th
in

k 
ar

e 
go

od
 st

ep
s t

o 
in

co
rp

or
at

e 
32

th
at

 in
to

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t.

33 34
M

r. 
C

ur
tis

 W
ill

ia
m

s, 
D

ire
ct

or
 o

f P
la

nn
in

g 
an

d 
C

om
m

un
ity

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
t: 

 If
 I 

co
ul

d 
ju

st
 

35
ad

d 
th

at
 w

e 
do

 h
av

e 
M

r. 
B

ru
ce

 F
uk

uj
i h

er
e 

in
 th

e 
au

di
en

ce
 a

nd
 I 

th
in

k 
it 

m
ig

ht
 b

e 
36

w
or

th
w

hi
le

 to
 ju

st
 h

ea
r f

ro
m

 h
im

 a
nd

 h
ow

 h
e 

th
in

ks
 th

at
 th

os
e 

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 h

av
e 

be
en

 
37

m
ad

e.
  I

t a
ls

o 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

go
od

 to
 h

ea
r f

ro
m

 T
rix

ie
 a

nd
 R

od
 b

ec
au

se
 I 

th
in

k 
w

ha
t w

e 
ha

ve
 

38
he

re
 is

 th
er

e 
is

 a
n 

EI
R

 se
t o

f s
ig

ni
fic

an
ce

 c
rit

er
ia

 a
nd

 th
os

e 
di

ct
at

e 
so

rt 
of

 w
ha

t i
s i

n 
he

re
, 

39
an

d 
th

en
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 a
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

al
 is

su
es

 th
at

 th
e 

C
ha

ir 
ha

s b
ro

ug
ht

 u
p 

ar
e 

no
t 

40
ne

ce
ss

ar
ily

 E
IR

 sp
ec

ifi
c.

  I
 th

in
k 

B
ru

ce
 c

an
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

sp
ea

k 
to

 th
os

e 
m

or
e.

  S
o 

Tr
ix

ie
 d

o 
41

yo
u 

w
an

t t
o 

st
ar

t w
ith

 th
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nc
e 

cr
ite

ria
 a

nd
 B

ru
ce

 c
an

 c
om

e 
up

.
42 43

M
s. 

M
ar

te
lin

o:
  T

ha
nk

 y
ou

.  
A

s m
en

tio
ne

d 
ea

rli
er

 in
 th

e 
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n 
an

d 
as

 sh
ow

n 
on

 
44

pa
ge

 3
.3

-2
3 

of
 th

e 
EI

R
 th

er
e 

is
 a

 se
t o

f S
ta

nd
ar

ds
 o

f S
ig

ni
fic

an
ce

 o
n 

w
hi

ch
 th

e 
vi

su
al

 
45

an
al

ys
is

 is
 b

as
ed

.  
Th

er
e 

ar
e 

si
x 

cr
ite

ria
 li

st
ed

 in
 th

er
e.

  T
he

 fi
rs

t i
s w

he
th

er
 o

r n
ot

 th
e 

46
pr

oj
ec

t w
ou

ld
 d

eg
ra

de
 th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
ch

ar
ac

te
r o

r q
ua

lit
y 

of
 th

e 
si

te
 a

nd
 it

s s
ur

ro
un

di
ng

s. 
 

47
Th

at
 is

 tr
ea

te
d 

in
 te

rm
s o

f t
he

 a
pp

ea
ra

nc
e 

of
 th

e 
si

te
, o

ns
ite

 m
as

si
ng

, d
ev

el
op

m
en

t o
f t

he
 

48

PT
C
2.
4

C
on

't

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

6
of

 3
8

si
te

, a
m

en
iti

es
 o

ns
ite

.  
Th

e 
se

co
nd

 is
 p

er
ta

in
in

g 
to

 im
pa

ct
s o

n 
pu

bl
ic

 v
ie

w
sh

ed
s o

r v
ie

w
 

1
co

rr
id

or
s, 

or
 sc

en
ic

 re
so

ur
ce

s. 
 W

he
n 

w
e 

to
ok

 a
 lo

ok
 a

t t
ha

t a
na

ly
si

s w
e 

w
er

e 
lo

ok
in

g 
at

 
2

vi
ew

s p
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 fr
om

 sc
en

ic
 ro

ad
w

ay
s a

s d
ef

in
ed

 in
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n.
  F

or
 

3
ex

am
pl

e,
 S

an
d 

H
ill

 R
oa

d 
is

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
in

 th
e 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

as
 a

 sc
en

ic
 ro

ut
e.

  W
e 

4
al

so
 g

av
e 

co
ns

id
er

at
io

n 
to

 th
e 

ne
ar

by
 g

at
ew

ay
, E

l C
am

in
o 

R
ea

l. 
 T

he
re

 w
er

e 
co

m
m

en
ts

 
5

du
rin

g 
th

e 
N

ot
ic

e 
of

 P
re

pa
ra

tio
n 

pr
oc

es
s w

he
re

 in
 st

re
et

s t
ha

t w
er

e 
he

av
ily

 tr
av

el
ed

 p
eo

pl
e 

6
w

ou
ld

 w
an

t t
o 

se
e 

th
e 

vi
ew

s o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 fr

om
 th

os
e 

ar
ea

s, 
an

d 
al

so
 fr

om
 se

ns
iti

ve
 v

ie
w

er
 

7
lo

ca
tio

ns
.  

Th
e 

EI
R

 c
on

si
de

rs
 re

si
de

nt
ia

l a
re

as
 a

s s
en

si
tiv

e 
vi

ew
er

 lo
ca

tio
ns

.  
So

 
8

co
ns

id
er

in
g 

al
l o

f t
ha

t c
er

ta
in

 v
an

ta
ge

 p
oi

nt
s w

er
e 

se
le

ct
ed

 to
 d

ep
ic

t s
im

ul
at

io
ns

 o
f w

ha
t 

9
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t w
ou

ld
 lo

ok
 li

ke
 a

nd
 th

os
e 

ar
e 

pr
es

en
te

d 
in

 th
e 

EI
R

.
10 11

Th
e 

ot
he

r c
rit

er
ia

 th
at

 a
re

 lo
ok

ed
 a

t h
er

e 
in

cl
ud

e 
tra

in
 m

od
ifi

ca
tio

ns
, v

io
la

tio
n 

of
 

12
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
po

lic
ie

s r
eg

ar
di

ng
 v

is
ua

l r
es

ou
rc

es
 th

at
 w

as
 a

dd
re

ss
ed

 b
ut

 in
 th

e 
La

nd
 

13
U

se
 se

ct
io

n 
ra

th
er

 th
an

 th
e 

V
is

ua
l Q

ua
lit

y 
se

ct
io

n.
  A

ll 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
po

lic
ie

s w
er

e 
14

ad
dr

es
se

d 
in

 th
e 

La
nd

 U
se

 se
ct

io
n 

as
 th

ey
 re

la
te

d 
to

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t. 

 S
ub

st
an

tia
l s

ou
rc

e 
of

 li
gh

t 
15

an
d 

gl
ar

e 
an

d 
sh

ad
ow

in
g.

  S
o 

in
 te

rm
s o

f t
he

 q
ue

st
io

n 
re

la
te

d 
to

 im
pa

ct
s a

nd
 v

ie
w

s, 
an

d 
16

vi
ew

 c
or

rid
or

s h
ow

 th
e 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

w
as

 ti
ed

 in
to

 th
at

 w
as

 re
al

ly
 lo

ok
in

g 
at

 w
hi

ch
 

17
ro

ad
w

ay
s w

er
e 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
in

 th
e 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n,

 w
hi

ch
 p

ol
ic

ie
s i

n 
th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 
18

Pl
an

 p
ro

te
ct

ed
 v

is
ua

l r
es

ou
rc

es
 su

ch
 a

s v
ie

w
s o

f t
he

 h
ill

si
de

s t
o 

th
e 

w
es

t t
ha

t w
as

 
19

co
ns

id
er

ed
 in

 th
e 

an
al

ys
is

.
20 21

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 W

el
l, 

m
ay

be
 b

ef
or

e 
I a

sk
 so

m
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 w
e 

ca
n 

ha
ve

 M
r. 

Fu
ku

ji 
sp

ea
k 

a 
22

lit
tle

 b
it 

ab
ou

t t
he

 w
or

k 
th

at
 h

e 
di

d.
23 24

M
r. 

B
ru

ce
 F

uk
uj

i, 
C

on
su

lta
nt

:  
G

oo
d 

ev
en

in
g 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
s a

nd
 C

ha
ir 

to
 

25
an

sw
er

 y
ou

r s
pe

ci
fic

 q
ue

st
io

n 
ab

ou
t w

ha
t t

he
 in

iti
al

 in
te

nt
io

ns
 w

er
e 

of
 th

e 
V

ill
ag

e 
C

on
ce

pt
 

26
an

d 
th

en
 h

ow
 th

e 
is

su
es

 y
ou

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
in

 te
rm

s o
f h

ow
 tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n 

is
su

es
 w

er
e 

do
ne

 
27

w
ith

 w
al

ka
bi

lit
y 

an
d 

tra
ns

it 
or

ie
nt

at
io

n 
an

d 
lin

ka
ge

s a
nd

 th
en

 w
ha

t h
ap

pe
ne

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
28

gr
ou

nd
 p

la
ne

.
29 30

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 F

or
gi

ve
 m

e 
fo

r i
nt

er
ru

pt
in

g,
 ju

st
 a

s a
 re

m
in

de
r w

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
de

al
in

g 
w

ith
 

31
tra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
a 

lit
tle

 la
te

r. 
 S

o 
w

e 
do

n’
t h

av
e 

to
 d

ril
l i

nt
o 

th
os

e 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

.  
I a

m
 re

al
ly

 
32

th
in

ki
ng

 p
er

ha
ps

 m
or

e 
ge

rm
an

e 
to

 th
is

 c
on

ve
rs

at
io

n 
ar

e 
th

e 
vi

su
al

 a
sp

ec
ts

 a
nd

 th
e 

as
pe

ct
s 

33
of

 th
e 

gr
ou

nd
 p

la
ne

, e
tc

., 
an

d 
th

en
 h

ow
 th

e 
lin

ka
ge

s p
la

y 
in

to
 th

at
 m

ay
 b

e 
im

po
rta

nt
.  

34
Fo

rg
iv

e 
m

e 
fo

r i
nt

er
ru

pt
in

g.
  G

o
ah

ea
d.

35 36
M

r. 
Fu

ku
ji:

  I
 th

in
k 

th
at

 is
 g

oo
d 

to
 c

la
rif

y 
th

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
.  

In
 re

al
ly

 lo
ok

in
g 

at
 th

e 
so

rt 
of

 
37

vi
su

al
 q

ua
lit

y 
an

d 
lin

ka
ge

s a
nd

 h
ow

 th
at

 g
oe

s t
hr

ou
gh

 y
ou

r e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

on
 th

at
 w

ha
t t

he
 

38
ap

pl
ic

an
t h

as
 d

on
e 

is
 th

ey
 h

av
e 

no
t o

nl
y 

th
es

e 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 th

at
 th

ey
 h

av
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
an

d 
39

de
si

gn
ed

 b
ut

 th
ey

 p
ut

 to
ge

th
er

 th
e 

de
si

gn
 g

ui
de

lin
es

 th
at

 a
re

 in
 th

e 
pa

ck
ag

e 
of

 d
oc

um
en

ts
 

40
th

at
 a

re
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 e
nt

itl
em

en
ts

.  
W

ha
t w

e 
di

d 
is

 lo
ok

ed
 a

t t
he

 V
ill

ag
e 

co
nc

ep
t o

ve
ra

ll,
 

41
id

en
tif

ie
d 

ki
nd

 o
f a

 h
ol

is
tic

 se
t o

f s
tra

te
gi

es
 a

ro
un

d 
la

nd
 u

se
, p

ub
lic

 sp
ac

e,
 c

on
ne

ct
iv

ity
, 

42
an

d 
so

rt 
of

 u
rb

an
 d

es
ig

n.
  T

he
n 

w
e 

sa
id

 o
ka

y,
 w

ith
 th

e 
ap

pl
ic

an
t’s

 d
oc

um
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

ei
r 

43
de

si
gn

 h
ow

 is
 th

at
 c

on
si

st
en

t w
ith

 a
 so

rt 
of

 V
ill

ag
e 

C
on

ce
pt

? 
 W

ha
t h

as
 h

ap
pe

ne
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

44
ev

ol
ut

io
n 

of
 th

e 
V

ill
ag

e 
C

on
ce

pt
 a

nd
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 w
or

k 
th

at
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t a
pp

lic
an

ts
 h

av
e 

do
ne

, 
45

w
ha

t c
am

e 
ou

t o
f t

ha
t w

as
 re

al
ly

 a
 li

st
 o

f i
nf

ra
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 fo
r p

ed
es

tri
an

s a
nd

 
46

bi
cy

cl
is

ts
, a

nd
 tr

an
si

t c
on

ne
ct

io
ns

 th
at

 w
er

e 
no

t i
nc

lu
de

d 
in

 h
e 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 th
at

 w
er

e 
in

 th
e 

47
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n 
or

 in
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 g
ui

de
lin

es
.  

So
 w

e 
ca

m
e 

up
 w

ith
 a

 li
st

 o
f w

ha
t t

ho
se

 
48

PT
C
2.
4

C
on

't

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

72



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

7
of

 3
8

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
an

d 
th

os
e 

ar
e 

be
in

g 
in

cl
ud

ed
 re

al
ly

 in
 th

e 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

1
A

gr
ee

m
en

t i
n 

te
rm

s o
f w

ha
t i

s n
ee

de
d.

  T
ho

se
 li

nk
ag

es
 h

av
e 

to
 d

o 
w

ith
 h

ow
 y

ou
 c

on
ne

ct
 

2
fr

om
 th

e 
In

te
rm

od
al

 T
ra

ns
it 

C
en

te
r t

o 
El

 C
am

in
o 

an
d 

th
en

 fr
om

 E
l C

am
in

o 
ho

w
 d

o 
yo

u 
3

co
nn

ec
t a

ll 
th

e 
w

ay
 to

 th
e 

M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r o

ve
ra

ll.
  

4 5
I t

hi
nk

 th
e 

m
aj

or
 c

ha
ng

es
 th

at
 h

av
e 

be
en

 in
tro

du
ce

d 
as

 a
 re

su
lt 

of
 th

at
 a

re
 lo

ok
in

g 
at

 h
ow

 
6

th
at

 p
ed

es
tri

an
/b

ik
e 

tu
nn

el
 th

at
 is

 p
ro

po
se

d 
at

 E
ve

re
tt 

as
 fu

tu
re

 p
la

nn
in

g 
ho

w
 y

ou
 w

ou
ld

 
7

ha
ve

 a
 p

ed
es

tri
an

/b
ic

yc
le

 c
on

ne
ct

io
n 

fr
om

 th
at

 to
 th

e 
co

rn
er

 o
f E

l C
am

in
o 

an
d 

Q
ua

rr
y 

8
R

oa
d,

 a
nd

 h
ow

 to
 li

nk
 u

p 
th

e 
pe

de
st

ria
n 

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 fr

om
 th

er
e 

to
 th

e 
tra

ns
it 

ce
nt

er
.  

Th
en

 
9

lo
ok

in
g 

at
 in

te
rs

ec
tio

n 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 th

at
 w

ou
ld

 h
ap

pe
n

an
d 

ho
w

 y
ou

 w
ou

ld
 st

rip
e 

an
d 

10
co

nn
ec

t a
nd

 c
oo

rd
in

at
e 

si
gn

al
 ti

m
in

g 
fo

r p
ed

es
tri

an
 m

ov
em

en
ts

 fo
r t

ho
se

 in
te

rs
ec

tio
ns

 th
at

 
11

go
 a

lo
ng

 Q
ua

rr
y.

  S
o 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 Q
ua

rr
y 

an
d 

El
 C

am
in

o,
 P

al
o 

R
oa

d,
 A

rb
or

et
um

, V
in

ey
ar

d 
12

an
d 

W
el

ch
 d

oi
ng

 th
os

e.
  

13 14
Th

e 
ot

he
r m

aj
or

 a
re

a 
th

at
 w

e 
re

al
ly

 lo
ok

ed
 a

t t
ha

t t
he

re
 w

er
e 

ch
an

ge
s w

as
 w

ha
t h

ap
pe

ns
 in

 
15

th
e 

St
an

fo
rd

 B
ar

n 
ar

ea
 b

ec
au

se
 th

at
 a

re
a 

re
al

ly
 w

as
n’

t i
nc

lu
de

d 
in

 th
e 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n.

  H
ow

 d
o 

16
yo

u 
co

nn
ec

t f
ro

m
 th

e 
sh

op
pi

ng
 c

en
te

r t
o 

th
e 

m
ed

ic
al

 c
am

pu
s c

en
te

r?
  I

t r
ea

lly
 n

ee
de

d 
to

 b
e 

17
ad

dr
es

se
d

an
d 

ho
w

 d
o 

yo
u 

en
ha

nc
e 

th
at

? 
 T

hr
ou

gh
 c

on
ve

rs
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 a
 p

ro
po

sa
l t

ha
t o

ur
 

18
te

am
 p

ut
 to

ge
th

er
 a

nd
 th

en
 su

bm
itt

ed
 a

nd
 d

is
cu

ss
ed

 th
ey

 h
ad

 m
od

ifi
ed

 w
ha

t t
he

y 
w

ou
ld

 
19

w
an

t t
o 

pr
ov

id
e 

fo
r t

ha
t a

re
a 

in
 b

ot
h 

ch
an

gi
ng

 th
e 

pa
rk

in
g 

ar
ra

ng
em

en
t a

nd
 th

e 
st

re
et

 
20

ac
ce

ss
 p

oi
nt

s t
o 

an
d 

fr
om

 th
e 

M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r a

nd
 to

 th
e 

St
an

fo
rd

 B
ar

n 
ar

ea
 to

 b
e 

ab
le

 to
 

21
ha

ve
 m

or
e 

di
re

ct
 c

on
ne

ct
io

ns
 fo

r p
ed

es
tri

an
s a

nd
 b

ik
es

 in
 th

at
 a

re
a.

  S
o 

th
at

 w
as

 a
no

th
er

 
22

m
aj

or
 c

ha
ng

e.
  

23 24
Th

en
 th

er
e 

w
er

e 
a 

fe
w

 o
th

er
s t

ha
t a

re
 p

ar
t o

f t
ha

t. 
 I 

ca
n 

go
 th

ro
ug

h 
a 

m
or

e 
co

m
pl

et
e 

lis
t o

n 
25

th
at

.  
Th

os
e 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 in
cl

ud
e 

gr
ou

nd
 p

la
ne

 c
ha

ng
es

, l
an

ds
ca

pi
ng

, a
nd

 a
tte

nt
io

n 
to

 
26

lig
ht

in
g.

  T
he

re
 is

 a
 w

ho
le

 p
ac

ka
ge

 o
f i

m
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 th
at

 a
re

 b
ei

ng
 c

os
t e

st
im

at
ed

 th
at

 a
re

 
27

pa
rt 

of
 w

ha
t P

ub
lic

 W
or

ks
 lo

ok
ed

 a
t t

ha
t w

ou
ld

 b
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

at
 se

t o
f i

m
pr

ov
em

en
ts

, 
28

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 a

ro
un

d 
El

 C
am

in
o 

Pa
rk

 a
re

a.
  S

o 
th

er
e 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
ve

ry
 sp

ec
ifi

c 
29

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

 th
at

 h
av

e 
co

m
e 

ou
t o

f t
ha

t t
ha

t h
av

e 
ve

ry
 sp

ec
ifi

c 
ph

ys
ic

al
 c

ha
ng

es
 in

 th
e 

30
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t t
ha

t w
ill

 th
en

 b
e 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

as
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

s.
31 32

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 S

o 
ju

st
 b

ef
or

e 
w

e 
go

 b
ac

k 
to

 P
B

S&
J, 

ha
ve

 y
ou

 ta
ke

n 
a 

lo
ok

 a
t t

he
 D

EI
R

 
33

do
cu

m
en

t i
n 

lig
ht

 o
f s

om
e 

of
 th

e 
w

or
k 

th
at

 y
ou

 w
er

e 
do

in
g,

 a
nd

 h
av

e 
yo

u 
m

ad
e 

34
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

ns
 o

r s
ug

ge
st

io
ns

 a
s t

o 
m

iti
ga

tio
ns

 o
r e

va
lu

at
io

n 
if 

m
iti

ga
tio

ns
 a

re
 n

ee
de

d?
35 36

M
r. 

Fu
ku

ji:
  W

el
l, 

w
he

n 
w

e 
w

en
t t

hr
ou

gh
 th

e 
pr

oc
es

s a
nd

 h
ow

 th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
37

do
cu

m
en

t w
as

 p
ut

 to
ge

th
er

 I 
w

as
 p

ar
t o

f s
ev

er
al

 m
ee

tin
gs

 in
 lo

ok
in

g 
at

 th
at

.  
W

ha
t w

e 
w

er
e 

38
do

in
g 

at
 th

at
 ti

m
e 

w
as

 re
al

ly
 fo

cu
si

ng
 o

n 
th

e 
V

ill
ag

e 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
an

d 
ho

w
 to

 d
ef

in
e 

w
ha

t 
39

th
at

 is
, a

nd
 h

ow
 w

ou
ld

 y
ou

 a
na

ly
ze

 th
at

 in
 a

 w
ay

 to
 b

e 
ab

le
 to

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 w
ha

t k
in

d 
of

 
40

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

 b
en

ef
its

 w
ou

ld
 h

ap
pe

n 
fo

r t
ha

t, 
es

pe
ci

al
ly

 in
 te

rm
s o

f r
ed

uc
tio

n 
of

 V
M

T 
an

d 
41

gr
ee

nh
ou

se
 g

as
es

.  
42 43

Th
e 

ot
he

r t
hi

ng
 th

at
 re

al
ly

 c
am

e 
ou

t o
f t

ha
t w

as
 re

al
ly

 id
en

tif
yi

ng
 th

at
 se

t o
f i

m
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 
44

th
at

 h
ad

n’
t b

ee
n 

di
sc

us
se

d.
  R

eg
ar

di
ng

 m
iti

ga
tio

ns
 w

e 
lo

ok
ed

 a
t w

ha
t w

ou
ld

 b
e 

ne
ed

ed
 fo

r 
45

so
rt 

of
 p

ed
es

tri
an

/b
ic

yc
le

 im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

.  
W

ha
t c

am
e 

ou
t o

f t
ha

t w
as

 a
 se

t o
f 

46
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 th

at
 w

er
e 

no
t i

nc
lu

de
d 

in
 th

e 
pr

op
os

al
s. 

 T
ha

t w
as

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
fo

cu
s o

f t
he

 
47

ef
fo

rt 
on

 th
at

.
48

PT
C
2.
4

C
on

't

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

8
of

 3
8

1
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 T
ha

nk
 y

ou
.  

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
 h

as
 o

ne
 q

ue
st

io
n.

2 3
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
So

 I 
ca

n 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 it
, y

ou
r w

or
k 

re
al

ly
 fo

cu
se

d 
on

 th
e 

pe
rip

he
ry

 
4

an
d 

no
t a

ny
th

in
g 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r P
ro

je
ct

 it
se

lf?
5 6

M
r. 

Fu
ku

ji:
  W

el
l, 

it 
di

d 
in

cl
ud

e 
lo

ok
in

g 
at

 th
e 

M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r P

ro
je

ct
 it

se
lf.

  W
e 

ha
ve

 in
 

7
th

is
 p

ro
ce

ss
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
pr

el
im

in
ar

y 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

al
 re

vi
ew

 p
ro

ce
ss

 a
nd

 st
ud

y 
se

ss
io

ns
 th

at
 

8
w

er
e 

do
ne

, a
nd

 w
or

ki
ng

 w
ith

 S
ta

ff
 a

nd
 th

e 
ap

pl
ic

an
t t

he
re

 w
er

e 
se

ve
ra

l m
em

os
 th

at
 I 

ha
d 

9
pu

t t
og

et
he

r t
o 

he
lp

 in
fo

rm
 th

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

al
 re

vi
ew

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
s t

ha
t i

nc
lu

de
d 

th
e 

10
H

oo
ve

r, 
C

hi
ld

re
n’

s H
os

pi
ta

l, 
th

e 
St

an
fo

rd
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r, 
an

d 
th

e 
FI

M
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

.  
So

 
11

th
er

e 
w

as
 d

es
ig

n 
re

vi
ew

 fo
r a

ll 
of

 th
os

e,
 a

nd
 th

er
e

w
as

 a
ls

o 
si

te
 p

la
nn

in
g 

re
vi

ew
 fo

r a
ll 

of
 

12
th

os
e.

  T
he

re
 w

er
e 

se
ve

ra
l p

oi
nt

s t
ha

t w
er

e 
m

ad
e 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

at
 re

vi
ew

 p
ro

ce
ss

 th
at

 th
en

 
13

w
as

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

th
at

 w
as

 p
ro

vi
de

d 
to

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t s

po
ns

or
s, 

w
hi

ch
 th

ey
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
an

d 
in

 
14

m
an

y 
w

ay
s i

nc
or

po
ra

te
d 

in
 te

rm
s o

f t
he

 e
vo

lu
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

de
si

gn
 o

f t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

.
15 16

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

O
ka

y,
 th

an
k 

yo
u.

17 18
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 P
le

as
e.

  
19 20

M
r. 

R
od

 Je
un

g,
 P

ro
je

ct
 D

ire
ct

or
, P

B
S&

J C
on

su
lti

ng
:  

I w
ou

ld
 ju

st
 li

ke
 to

 a
dd

 a
 c

ou
pl

e 
of

 
21

po
in

ts
.  

Th
er

e 
w

er
e 

so
m

e 
re

al
ly

, r
ea

lly
 g

re
at

 p
oi

nt
s t

ha
t B

ru
ce

 ju
st

 b
ro

ug
ht

 u
p 

re
ga

rd
in

g 
th

e 
22

di
re

ct
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
im

pe
tu

s f
or

 c
om

in
g 

up
 w

ith
 th

e 
V

ill
ag

e 
C

on
ce

pt
.  

If 
yo

u 
th

in
k 

ab
ou

t 
23

so
m

e 
of

 th
e 

te
rm

s t
ha

t h
e 

w
as

 u
si

ng
 a

nd
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
th

in
gs

 th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

ve
ry

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 

24
ab

ou
t i

n 
te

rm
s o

f h
ow

 th
is

 a
re

a 
fu

nc
tio

ns
 it

 h
ad

 to
 d

o 
w

ith
 th

e 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e 

an
d 

w
ha

t a
n 

25
in

di
vi

du
al

, e
ith

er
 a

s a
 m

ot
or

is
t, 

a 
pe

de
st

ria
n,

 o
r a

 b
ic

yc
lis

t, 
ap

pr
ec

ia
te

s a
s t

he
y 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
26

th
ro

ug
h 

a 
pa

rti
cu

la
r t

ra
ns

iti
on

 o
r t

hr
ou

gh
 a

 c
or

rid
or

.  
Th

os
e 

ar
e 

al
l v

er
y 

im
po

rta
nt

 
27

pl
an

ni
ng

, a
nd

 u
rb

an
 d

es
ig

n,
 a

nd
 v

is
ua

l p
rin

ci
pl

es
 th

at
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

fo
llo

w
ed

 in
 e

nh
an

ci
ng

 th
e 

28
de

si
gn

 o
f a

ny
 k

in
d 

of
 a

 p
ro

je
ct

.  
29 30

Th
er

e 
is

 a
 h

ar
d 

di
st

in
ct

io
n 

to
 b

e 
m

ad
e 

w
he

n 
yo

u 
lo

ok
 a

t t
he

 sp
ec

ifi
c 

C
EQ

A
 c

rit
er

ia
 th

at
 

31
Tr

ix
ie

 w
as

 a
rti

cu
la

tin
g 

a 
lit

tle
 b

it 
ea

rli
er

.  
Th

er
e 

it 
is

 re
al

ly
 n

ot
 so

 m
uc

h 
th

e 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e,

 
32

al
th

ou
gh

 th
at

 h
as

 to
 c

om
e 

in
to

 p
la

y 
be

ca
us

e 
vi

su
al

 is
 a

 su
bj

ec
tiv

e 
an

al
ys

is
, b

ut
 y

ou
 d

o 
ha

ve
 

33
to

 lo
ok

 m
or

e 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 ju
st

 w
ha

t i
s t

he
 m

as
s o

f t
he

 st
ru

ct
ur

e 
re

la
tiv

e 
to

 it
s s

ur
ro

un
di

ng
s. 

 
34

W
ha

t i
s t

he
 h

ei
gh

t o
f t

ha
t b

ui
ld

in
g 

or
 th

at
 p

ro
po

sa
l r

el
at

iv
e 

to
 it

s s
ur

ro
un

di
ng

s?
  T

o 
w

ha
t 

35
ex

te
nt

 is
 it

 re
m

ov
in

g 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

vi
su

al
 re

so
ur

ce
s?

  T
ho

se
 a

re
 th

e 
th

in
gs

 th
at

 w
e 

ca
n 

id
en

tif
y 

36
as

 im
pa

ct
s w

ith
in

 th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l d
oc

um
en

t. 
 

37 38
Th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 re

vi
ew

 p
ro

ce
ss

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
ot

he
r o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s b

ot
h

th
ro

ug
h 

yo
u 

an
d 

39
th

e 
A

R
B

 to
 id

en
tif

y 
ot

he
r i

m
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 th
at

 c
an

 b
e 

m
ad

e 
to

 e
nh

an
ce

 th
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
an

d 
40

th
e 

fu
nc

tio
ni

ng
 o

f t
ho

se
 tr

an
si

tio
ns

, a
nd

 th
e 

co
rr

id
or

s. 
 S

o 
th

at
 is

 o
ne

 sm
al

l d
is

tin
ct

io
n 

I 
41

w
an

te
d 

to
 m

ak
e.

  
42 43

Th
e 

ot
he

r t
hi

ng
 I 

w
an

te
d 

to
 p

oi
nt

 o
ut

 is
 th

at
 a

s w
e 

be
gi

n 
to

 id
en

tif
y 

th
e 

im
pa

ct
s a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
44

w
ith

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t w

e 
ar

e 
re

al
ly

 lo
ok

in
g 

to
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
or

 lo
ca

l g
ui

da
nc

e 
to

 g
iv

e 
45

us
 th

os
e 

re
so

ur
ce

s t
ha

t a
re

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

pr
ec

io
us

 b
y 

a 
co

m
m

un
ity

.  
So

 T
rix

ie
 e

ar
lie

r s
ai

d 
w

e 
46

lo
ok

ed
 a

t t
he

 C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n,

 w
e 

lo
ok

ed
 a

t t
he

 C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

po
lic

ie
s, 

an
d 

w
e 

47
ar

e 
se

ei
ng

 a
 lo

t o
f d

ef
er

en
ce

 a
nd

 im
po

rta
nc

e 
pl

ac
ed

 o
n 

he
rit

ag
e 

or
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

 tr
ee

s a
nd

 to
 

48

PT
C
2.
4

C
on

't

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

73



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 1

9
of

 3
8

th
e 

fo
ot

hi
lls

.  
So

 it
 w

as
 in

te
re

st
in

g 
as

 w
e 

go
t i

nt
o 

th
e 

vi
su

al
 a

na
ly

si
s a

nd
 sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 fo
r 

1
Q

ua
rr

y 
R

oa
d 

on
 p

ag
e 

3.
3-

41
 it

 c
am

e 
to

 o
ur

 a
tte

nt
io

n 
th

at
 w

hi
le

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 is

 a
 

2
vi

su
al

ly
 d

is
tin

ct
iv

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

in
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t v
ic

in
ity

, a
nd

 w
e 

ha
ve

 h
ea

rd
 a

bo
ut

 it
 to

ni
gh

t, 
it 

is
 

3
no

t a
 v

is
ua

lly
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

 re
so

ur
ce

 u
nd

er
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n.
  T

he
 o

bs
tru

ct
io

n 
of

 th
is

 
4

bu
ild

in
g 

w
ou

ld
 n

ot
 c

om
pr

is
e 

a 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 V
is

ua
l Q

ua
lit

y 
im

pa
ct

 b
ut

 it
 is

 so
m

et
hi

ng
 th

at
 is

 
5

di
sc

us
se

d 
in

 th
e 

C
ul

tu
ra

l R
es

ou
rc

es
 se

ct
io

n.
  S

o 
ag

ai
n,

 w
e 

ar
e 

lo
ok

in
g 

to
 th

e 
6

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n,

 w
e 

ar
e 

lo
ok

in
g 

to
 lo

ca
l s

en
si

bi
lit

ie
s i

n 
or

de
r t

o 
id

en
tif

y
w

ha
t a

re
 th

e 
7

sc
en

ic
 re

so
ur

ce
s t

ha
t n

ee
d 

to
 b

e 
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

an
d 

w
ho

se
 v

ie
w

s a
re

 im
po

rta
nt

.
8 9

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 I 

ha
ve

 h
og

ge
d 

en
ou

gh
 ti

m
e 

he
re

 b
ut

 le
t m

e 
ju

st
 d

o 
on

e 
fo

llo
w

 u
p.

  T
he

 
10

se
le

ct
io

ns
 o

f t
he

 v
ie

w
s t

ha
t y

ou
 h

av
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
m

iti
ga

tio
n 

pl
an

 h
er

e 
ho

w
 a

re
th

os
e 

11
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 d
ef

in
ed

?
12 13

M
s. 

M
ar

te
lin

o:
  W

e 
ha

ve
 a

 sl
id

e 
sh

ow
in

g 
th

e 
va

rio
us

 v
an

ta
ge

 p
oi

nt
s f

or
 th

e 
be

ne
fit

 o
f t

he
 

14
au

di
en

ce
.  

W
e 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
to

 p
ul

l i
t u

p.
15 16

G
en

er
al

ly
, t

he
re

 w
er

e 
fiv

e 
vi

su
al

 v
an

ta
ge

 p
oi

nt
s s

el
ec

te
d.

  S
el

ec
tio

n 
of

 th
os

e 
va

nt
ag

e 
17

po
in

ts
, a

s I
 w

as
 m

en
tio

ni
ng

 e
ar

lie
r, 

to
ok

 in
to

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
po

lic
ie

s i
n 

th
e 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 

18
Pl

an
, c

om
m

en
ts

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

N
ot

ic
e 

of
 P

re
pa

ra
tio

n 
pr

oc
es

s, 
an

d 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
n 

of
 la

nd
 u

se
s 

19
th

at
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 se

ns
iti

ve
 to

 v
is

ua
l c

ha
ng

e.
20 21

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 I 

am
 g

oi
ng

 to
 in

te
rr

up
t y

ou
, i

f y
ou

 w
ill

 fo
rg

iv
e 

m
e.

  I
f y

ou
 a

ct
ua

lly
 h

av
e 

22
no

te
s o

f t
he

 v
an

ta
ge

 p
oi

nt
s a

nd
 th

e 
pl

ac
es

 in
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
th

at
 h

av
e 

le
d 

yo
u 

to
 

23
th

os
e 

po
in

ts
 I 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
in

te
re

st
ed

 in
 le

ar
ni

ng
 th

os
e.

24 25
M

s. 
M

ar
te

lin
o:

  W
e 

do
 h

av
e 

a 
w

rit
e-

up
.  

W
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

pu
lli

ng
 th

at
 u

p.
  W

e 
ca

n 
ge

t t
ha

t f
or

 
26

yo
u 

in
 a

w
hi

le
.  

In
 th

e 
m

ea
nt

im
e 

to
 fu

rth
er

 e
xp

la
in

 th
e 

ra
tio

na
le

 in
 se

le
ct

in
g 

th
e 

va
nt

ag
e 

27
po

in
ts

 fi
rs

t I
 m

en
tio

ne
d 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

po
lic

ie
s t

ha
t i

de
nt

ifi
ed

 sc
en

ic
 ro

ut
es

.  
Th

e 
28

ne
ar

es
t s

ce
ni

c 
ro

ut
e 

to
 th

e 
si

te
 is

 S
an

d 
H

ill
 R

oa
d.

  S
o 

w
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 p

oi
nt

s a
lo

ng
 S

an
d 

H
ill

 
29

R
oa

d 
w

he
re

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t w

ou
ld

 b
e 

m
os

t v
is

ib
le

.  
Th

at
 w

ou
ld

 p
rim

ar
ily

 b
e 

Sa
nd

 H
ill

 R
oa

d 
30

ne
ar

 it
s c

or
ne

r w
ith

 P
as

te
ur

 D
riv

e 
at

 th
e 

en
tra

nc
e 

to
 th

e 
m

ai
n 

SU
M

C
 si

te
.  

Th
at

 is
 o

ur
 fi

rs
t 

31
va

nt
ag

e 
po

in
t.

32 33
W

e 
al

so
 h

av
e 

a 
se

co
nd

 v
an

ta
ge

 p
oi

nt
 a

t S
an

d 
H

ill
 R

oa
d 

ne
ar

 th
e 

El
 C

am
in

o 
R

ea
l g

at
ew

ay
.  

34
W

e 
di

d 
co

ns
id

er
 h

ow
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t w
ou

ld
 a

ff
ec

t t
he

 g
at

ew
ay

 in
to

 th
e 

ci
ty

 si
nc

e 
a 

ga
te

w
ay

 is
 

35
an

 e
nt

ra
nc

e 
in

to
 th

e 
ci

ty
 w

he
re

 a
 c

ity
 w

ou
ld

 w
an

t t
o 

po
rtr

ay
 a

 d
is

tin
ct

iv
e 

ch
ar

ac
te

r, 
or

 h
av

e 
36

a 
m

em
or

ab
le

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

en
te

rin
g 

th
e 

ci
ty

.
37 38

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 T

he
 S

an
d 

H
ill

 v
an

ta
ge

 p
oi

nt
 is

 n
um

be
r o

ne
 in

 y
ou

r d
ia

gr
am

, a
nd

 th
e 

El
 

39
C

am
in

o 
R

oa
d 

is
 v

an
ta

ge
 p

oi
nt

 n
um

be
r t

hr
ee

, i
s t

ha
t c

or
re

ct
?

40 41
M

s. 
M

ar
te

lin
o:

  Y
es

, t
ha

t i
s c

or
re

ct
, E

l C
am

in
o 

an
d 

Q
ua

rr
y 

R
oa

d.
  T

he
 se

co
nd

 v
an

ta
ge

 
42

po
in

t o
n 

Sa
nd

 H
ill

 R
oa

d 
is

 a
lo

ng
 A

rb
or

et
um

 R
oa

d.
  T

ha
t i

s a
no

th
er

 v
an

ta
ge

 p
oi

nt
 w

he
re

 
43

th
e 

SU
M

C
 st

ru
ct

ur
es

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
vi

si
bl

e 
fr

om
.

44 45
M

r. 
Tu

rn
er

:  
Ju

st
 to

 h
el

p 
ou

t t
he

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
s t

ha
t f

ig
ur

e 
ap

pe
ar

s i
n 

th
e 

D
ra

ft 
EI

R
 o

n 
46

pa
ge

 3
.3

-2
5.

47 48

PT
C
2.
5

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

0
of

 3
8

M
s. 

M
ar

te
lin

o:
  S

o 
to

 c
on

tin
ue

, t
he

 c
or

re
ct

io
n 

ea
rli

er
 th

at
 th

e 
th

ird
 v

an
ta

ge
 p

oi
nt

 y
es

 is
 o

n 
1

El
 C

am
in

o 
R

ea
l a

nd
 Q

ua
rr

y 
R

oa
d 

an
d 

th
at

 sh
ow

s s
tru

ct
ur

es
 o

f t
he

 S
U

M
C

 p
ro

je
ct

 a
lo

ng
 

2
Q

ua
rr

y 
R

oa
d.

  T
he

 fo
ur

th
 v

an
ta

ge
 p

oi
nt

 is
 a

ls
o 

al
on

g 
Q

ua
rr

y 
R

oa
d,

 a
nd

 th
e 

fif
th

 v
an

ta
ge

 
3

po
in

t i
s a

ls
o 

al
on

g 
Q

ua
rr

y 
R

oa
d.

  Q
ua

rr
y 

R
oa

d 
is

 n
ot

 a
 d

es
ig

na
te

d 
sc

en
ic

 ro
ut

e 
ac

co
rd

in
g 

4
to

 th
e 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

bu
t i

t i
s a

 h
ea

vi
ly

 tr
av

el
ed

 ro
ad

w
ay

 fr
om

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
es

 
5

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
hi

gh
ly

 v
is

ib
le

.  
It 

is
 a

ls
o 

a 
pu

bl
ic

 ro
ad

 fr
om

 w
he

re
 fo

ot
hi

lls
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

vi
si

bl
e.

  
6

Th
e 

si
m

ul
at

io
ns

 d
ep

ic
t f

ro
m

 w
hi

ch
 v

an
ta

ge
 p

oi
nt

s f
oo

th
ill

s c
ou

ld
 p

ot
en

tia
lly

 b
e 

ob
st

ru
ct

ed
.

7 8
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 F
or

gi
ve

 m
e 

fo
r i

nt
er

ru
pt

in
g 

ag
ai

n.
  I

s i
t s

pe
ci

fic
al

ly
 th

os
e 

po
in

ts
 a

lo
ng

 
9

Q
ua

rr
y 

R
oa

d 
or

 is
 it

 a
ny

w
he

re
 a

lo
ng

 Q
ua

rr
y 

R
oa

d?
10 11

M
s. 

M
ar

te
lin

o:
  W

el
l, 

w
e 

se
le

ct
ed

 sp
ec

ifi
c 

po
in

ts
 a

lo
ng

 Q
ua

rr
y 

R
oa

d 
fr

om
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

12
pr

oj
ec

t w
ou

ld
 m

os
t b

e 
vi

si
bl

e.
  H

ow
ev

er
, i

t d
oe

sn
’t 

ex
cl

ud
e 

ot
he

r p
or

tio
ns

 o
f Q

ua
rr

y 
R

oa
d 

13
fr

om
 w

he
re

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t w

ou
ld

 b
e 

vi
si

bl
e.

  T
he

 a
na

ly
si

s d
oe

s a
ck

no
w

le
dg

e 
th

at
…

.
14 15

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 I 

ap
ol

og
iz

e 
ag

ai
n,

 I 
ap

ol
og

iz
e 

I a
m

 d
ril

lin
g 

do
w

n 
in

to
 th

is
 b

ut
 I 

be
lie

ve
 it

 is
 

16
im

po
rta

nt
 h

er
e 

fo
r u

s n
ot

 o
nl

y 
to

 k
no

w
 h

ow
 to

 re
sp

on
d 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
ly

, b
ut

 a
ls

o 
to

 m
ak

e 
su

re
 

17
th

at
 w

he
n 

yo
u 

do
 g

et
 c

om
m

en
ts

 th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

ly
 p

la
ce

d.
  

18 19
So

 is
it 

on
ly

 in
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

s t
ha

t t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

s h
av

e 
to

 th
e 

fo
ot

hi
lls

, i
s t

ha
t i

t?
20 21

M
s. 

M
ar

te
lin

o:
  W

el
l, 

th
e 

im
pa

ct
s t

ha
t t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
s w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
on

 th
e 

fo
ot

hi
lls

 is
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 
22

co
ns

id
er

at
io

ns
, p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 o

n 
vi

ew
s. 

 D
o 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 th
e 

po
lic

y 
nu

m
be

r?
  C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

23
Pl

an
 P

ol
ic

y 
L-

3 
st

at
es

 th
at

 th
e 

C
ity

 sh
ou

ld
 g

ui
de

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t t
o 

re
sp

ec
t v

ie
w

s o
f t

he
 

24
fo

ot
hi

lls
.  

So
 th

at
 w

as
 a

 m
aj

or
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n 

in
 th

e 
an

al
ys

is
.

25 26
A

ls
o,

 p
ur

su
an

t t
o 

th
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nc
e 

cr
ite

ria
 w

e 
lo

ok
ed

 a
t i

m
pa

ct
s o

n 
on

si
te

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 d

ue
 to

 
27

in
cr

ea
se

d 
m

as
si

ng
, f

or
 e

xa
m

pl
e.

28 29
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 S
o 

I a
m

 ju
st

 fl
ip

pi
ng

 o
ve

r t
o 

Po
lic

y 
L-

3,
 a

nd
 n

ot
in

g 
fo

r i
ns

ta
nc

e 
Po

lic
y 

L-
5

30
m

ai
nt

ai
n 

th
e 

sc
al

e 
an

d 
ch

ar
ac

te
r o

f t
he

 c
ity

.  
A

vo
id

 la
nd

 u
se

s t
ha

t a
re

 o
ve

rw
he

lm
in

g 
or

 
31

un
ac

ce
pt

ab
le

 d
ue

 to
 th

ei
r s

iz
e 

an
d 

sc
al

e.
  W

ou
ld

 th
at

 n
ot

 b
e 

a 
pa

rt 
of

 y
ou

r c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
as

 
32

w
el

l?
33 34

M
s. 

M
ar

te
lin

o:
  T

ha
t w

as
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

ns
 a

s w
el

l. 
 T

ha
t w

as
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
un

de
r 

35
Im

pa
ct

 D
is

cu
ss

io
n 

V
Q

-2
 st

ar
tin

g 
on

 p
ag

e 
3.

3-
27

.  
Im

pa
ct

 D
is

cu
ss

io
n 

V
Q

-2
 p

er
ta

in
ed

 to
 

36
im

pa
ct

s o
n 

on
si

te
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 a
nd

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
ns

 w
er

e 
bu

ild
in

g 
m

as
s, 

he
ig

ht
, a

nd
 

37
la

yo
ut

.  
W

e 
al

so
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
la

nd
sc

ap
in

g,
 li

gh
tin

g,
 a

nd
 e

xt
er

io
r b

ui
ld

in
g 

tre
at

m
en

ts
.

38 39
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 R
el

at
iv

e 
to

 so
m

e 
of

 th
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
’s

 c
on

ce
rn

s a
bo

ut
 th

e 
ne

w
 p

ro
po

se
d 

40
bu

ild
in

g 
be

in
g 

in
 fr

on
t o

f t
he

 e
xi

st
in

g 
H

oo
ve

r B
ui

ld
in

g 
w

ou
ld

 th
at

 so
rt 

of
 re

la
tio

ns
hi

p 
be

 
41

ex
cl

ud
ed

 fr
om

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
he

re
 g

iv
en

 th
es

e 
po

lic
ie

s t
ha

t w
e 

ar
e 

re
sp

on
di

ng
 to

? 
 

42 43
Pa

rt 
of

 th
e 

re
as

on
 I 

am
 fo

cu
si

ng
 in

 h
er

e 
is

 th
at

 th
e 

se
ns

e 
of

 th
is

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 c

ha
pt

er
 in

 th
e 

44
D

EI
R

 is
 th

at
 it

 is
 h

ig
hl

y 
de

pe
nd

en
t o

n 
th

es
e 

ve
ry

 sp
ec

ifi
c 

vi
ew

s, 
an

d 
it 

is
 e

xc
lu

di
ng

 th
e 

45
op

po
rtu

ni
ty

 to
 m

ak
e 

m
or

e 
ge

ne
ra

l c
om

m
en

ts
 th

at
 in

 fa
ct

 m
ig

ht
 b

e 
ou

ts
id

e 
of

 th
e 

cr
ite

ria
 o

f 
46

th
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nc
e 

cr
ite

ria
.  

It 
is

 si
m

pl
y 

no
t c

le
ar

 to
 m

e 
th

at
 th

at
 is

 in
 fa

ct
 th

e 
ca

se
, a

nd
 th

at
 

47
so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
co

m
m

en
ts

 e
ve

n 
th

ou
gh

 th
ey

 a
re

 b
ei

ng
 e

xp
re

ss
ed

 a
s c

on
te

nt
 a

s o
pp

os
ed

 to
 

48

PT
C
2.
5

C
on

't

PT
C
2.
6

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

74



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

1
of

 3
8

m
iti

ga
tio

ns
 o

r i
m

pa
ct

s t
ha

t n
ee

d 
to

 b
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

 th
at

 th
er

e 
m

ay
 b

e 
va

lid
ity

 to
 th

em
.  

Pa
rt 

of
 

1
th

e 
ot

he
r i

ss
ue

s h
er

e 
of

 c
ou

rs
e 

is
 th

at
 th

is
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 c
ha

pt
er

 is
 h

ig
hl

y 
re

lia
nt

 o
n 

th
e 

A
R

B
’s

 
2

re
vi

ew
 a

nd
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 th
at

 a
s a

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
fa

ct
or

 in
 a

nd
 o

f i
ts

el
f. 

 H
ow

ev
er

, t
he

 A
R

B
 c

an
’t 

3
us

e 
th

ei
r r

ev
ie

w
 a

nd
 th

e 
cr

ite
ria

 th
at

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
to

 k
ee

p 
a 

bu
ild

in
g 

fr
om

 o
ve

rla
pp

in
g 

4
an

ot
he

r, 
no

r c
an

 th
ey

 tr
ul

y 
ad

dr
es

s t
he

 si
ze

 a
nd

 li
m

its
 th

e 
w

ay
 th

at
 th

e 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 

5
C

om
m

is
si

on
 c

an
 g

iv
en

 o
ur

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 h

av
e 

m
or

e 
au

sp
ic

e 
ov

er
 h

ei
gh

t a
nd

 m
as

s, 
et

c.
, g

iv
en

 
6

FA
R

s a
nd

 la
nd

 u
se

s. 
 O

ne
 m

om
en

t, 
C

ur
tis

.
7 8

Th
e 

ot
he

r i
ss

ue
 th

er
e 

of
 c

ou
rs

e 
is

 th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

no
t d

ea
lin

g 
w

ith
 a

 M
ap

 so
 th

at
 w

e 
ca

n’
t d

ea
l 

9
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 w
ith

 th
e 

si
te

 p
la

n,
 a

t l
ea

st
 in

 te
rm

s o
f l

oc
at

io
ns

.  
It 

se
em

s t
o 

m
e 

th
at

 th
er

e 
10

w
ou

ld
 a

ls
o 

be
 w

ay
s t

ha
t w

e 
co

ul
d 

tie
 so

m
e 

of
 th

os
e 

is
su

es
 b

ac
k 

to
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
11

po
lic

ie
s. 

 E
ve

n 
in

 th
os

e 
so

rts
 o

f t
hi

ng
s t

he
 C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
do

es
n’

t d
ea

l w
ith

 th
em

 
12

di
re

ct
ly

, a
nd

 th
at

 is
 p

ar
t o

f m
y 

qu
es

tio
n 

ab
ou

t g
et

tin
g 

ba
ck

 to
 th

e 
V

ill
ag

e 
C

on
ce

pt
 a

nd
 th

e 
13

de
si

gn
 g

ui
de

lin
es

.  
W

he
re

 d
o 

w
e 

ha
ng

 th
os

e 
so

rts
 o

f c
om

m
en

ts
 if

 th
ey

 in
 fa

ct
 d

o 
re

ac
h 

14
le

ve
ls

 o
f s

ig
ni

fic
an

ce
? 

 C
ur

tis
.

15 16
M

r. 
W

ill
ia

m
s:

  I
 th

in
k 

yo
u 

sh
ou

ld
 m

ak
e 

th
os

e 
co

m
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 a
ss

um
e 

th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 v
al

id
 

17
co

m
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 w
e 

ne
ed

 to
 se

e 
ho

w
 th

ey
 fi

t i
n 

he
re

.  
If 

th
er

e 
is

n’
t r

ea
lly

 a
 w

ay
 to

 d
o 

th
at

 
18

th
en

 w
e 

ne
ed

 to
 re

sp
on

d 
th

at
 th

er
e 

is
n’

t. 
 I 

th
in

k 
yo

u 
ar

e 
rig

ht
 g

en
er

al
ly

 th
at

 w
ha

t w
e 

ha
ve

 
19

lo
ok

ed
 a

t, 
an

d 
I k

no
w

 w
e 

ha
d 

a 
lo

t o
f d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
ea

rly
 o

n 
an

d 
th

en
 th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e 

pr
oc

es
s, 

20
ar

e 
th

e 
vi

ew
s f

ro
m

 sc
en

ic
 ro

ad
s s

o 
th

at
 is

 fa
irl

y 
lim

ite
d,

 fa
irl

y 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
th

at
 w

e 
ca

n 
ge

t 
21

do
w

n 
to

 S
an

d 
H

ill
 R

oa
d 

ba
si

ca
lly

 b
ei

ng
 it

, a
nd

 th
e 

en
try

 p
oi

nt
s, 

so
 th

e 
vi

ew
s o

f t
he

 
22

fo
ot

hi
lls

, e
ss

en
tia

lly
sc

en
ic

 v
ie

w
s, 

w
hi

ch
 a

re
 so

rt 
of

 d
ef

in
ed

 in
 h

er
e 

as
 th

e 
fo

ot
hi

lls
, t

he
 

23
B

ay
la

nd
s, 

w
hi

ch
 o

bv
io

us
ly

 d
on

’t 
ap

pl
y 

he
re

.  
Th

en
 th

e 
m

or
e 

ge
ne

ra
liz

ed
 o

ne
 a

s 
yo

u 
24

m
en

tio
ne

d 
is

 th
is

 v
is

ua
l c

ha
ra

ct
er

, m
or

e 
ne

bu
lo

us
 ty

pe
 o

f c
rit

er
ia

.  
25 26

I a
ga

in
 w

an
t t

o 
cl

ar
ify

 th
at

 th
e

A
R

B
 is

 n
ot

 m
ak

in
g 

th
os

e 
de

ci
si

on
s. 

 T
he

y 
ar

e 
m

ak
in

g 
27

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

 to
 y

ou
, a

nd
 th

en
 to

 th
e 

C
ou

nc
il.

  S
o 

it 
is

 a
 p

ro
ce

ss
 th

at
 w

e 
ar

e 
re

ly
in

g 
on

 
28

no
t j

us
t t

he
 B

oa
rd

.  
To

 so
m

e 
ex

te
nt

 I 
ta

ke
 e

xc
ep

tio
n 

w
ith

 sa
yi

ng
 th

at
 th

ey
 c

an
’t 

cu
t d

ow
n 

29
th

e 
he

ig
ht

, r
ed

uc
e 

th
e 

si
ze

.  
If 

th
ey

 fe
el

 th
at

 th
at

 is
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 a

nd
 th

at
 it

 d
oe

s n
ot

 p
ro

vi
de

 
30

ar
ch

ite
ct

ur
al

 c
om

pa
tib

ili
ty

 o
r d

es
ira

bi
lit

y 
or

 w
ha

te
ve

r t
he

y 
ar

e 
lo

ok
in

g 
fo

r u
nd

er
 th

ei
r 

31
fin

di
ng

s t
he

n 
th

ey
 h

av
e 

au
th

or
ity

 to
 d

o 
th

at
.  

I k
no

w
 fr

om
 a

 p
ra

ct
ic

al
 st

an
dp

oi
nt

 th
at

 is
 

32
di

ff
ic

ul
t s

o 
it 

m
ay

 re
ly

 m
or

e 
on

 h
ow

 y
ou

 c
om

e 
do

w
n 

on
 th

e 
zo

ni
ng

 in
 th

e 
en

d.
  T

he
n 

th
e 

33
ot

he
r t

hi
ng

 is
 th

at
 w

e 
do

 h
av

e 
is

 A
lte

rn
at

iv
es

.  
So

 w
e 

ha
ve

 re
du

ce
d 

in
te

ns
ity

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
es

.  
34

W
e 

ha
ve

 p
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
al

te
rn

at
iv

es
, a

nd
 so

m
e 

of
 th

os
e 

it 
m

ay
 b

e 
th

at
 y

ou
 fe

el
 th

at
 so

m
e 

of
 

35
th

os
e 

ar
e 

m
or

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 to
 a

vo
id

 th
os

e 
ki

nd
s o

f p
ot

en
tia

l v
is

ua
l c

ha
ra

ct
er

 c
on

fli
ct

s. 
 S

o 
I 

36
w

ou
ld

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 n

ot
 d

is
co

ur
ag

e 
yo

u 
fr

om
 m

ak
in

g 
th

os
e 

co
m

m
en

ts
 a

t t
hi

s p
oi

nt
 b

ec
au

se
 

37
th

ey
 a

re
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 re
le

va
nt

.  
W

he
th

er
 th

ey
 a

re
 e

nt
ire

ly
 sp

ec
ifi

c
to

 th
e 

EI
R

 I 
do

n’
t k

no
w

, b
ut

 
38

I t
hi

nk
 th

ey
 n

ee
d 

to
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 o
ne

 w
ay

 o
r t

he
 o

th
er

, a
nd

 th
en

 w
e 

pu
t t

he
m

 th
e 

39
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 b
ox

 a
nd

 th
ey

 g
et

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

so
m

e 
pl

ac
e.

40 41
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 W
el

l, 
I a

cc
ep

t y
ou

r c
rit

ic
is

m
 o

r c
or

re
ct

io
n.

  T
ha

nk
 y

ou
 fo

r t
ha

t a
nd

 th
e 

42
re

m
in

de
r. 

 L
et

 m
e 

ju
st

 a
sk

 y
ou

 w
he

n 
do

 w
e 

ac
tu

al
ly

 h
ea

r t
ho

se
 re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

ns
 fr

om
 th

e 
43

A
R

B
? 

 I 
pr

es
um

in
g 

th
ey

 c
om

e 
ba

ck
 to

 u
s b

ef
or

e 
th

e 
27

th
of

 Ju
ly

.
44 45

M
r. 

W
ill

ia
m

s:
  N

o.
  N

ot
 o

n 
th

e 
EI

R
.  

W
e 

ar
e 

ta
lk

in
g 

ab
ou

t r
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
ns

 o
n 

th
e 

46
bu

ild
in

gs
 th

em
se

lv
es

 b
ef

or
e 

yo
u 

co
ns

id
er

 d
es

ig
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

en
tit

le
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 a
ll 

of
 th

at
.  

So
 

47
w

e 
w

ill
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

ha
ve

 so
m

e 
se

ss
io

ns
 w

ith
 y

ou
 in

 th
e 

fa
ll 

on
 so

m
e 

of
 th

es
e 

to
pi

cs
.  

Th
en

 
48

PT
C
2.
6

C
on

't

PT
C
2.
7

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

2
of

 3
8

w
he

n 
th

e 
en

tit
le

m
en

ts
 a

ct
ua

lly
 c

om
e 

be
fo

re
 y

ou
 th

er
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

a 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n 
fr

om
 A

R
B

 
1

th
at

 w
ill

 c
om

e 
to

 y
ou

, a
nd

 th
en

 y
ou

 m
ak

e 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

ns
 to

 th
e 

C
ou

nc
il 

fr
om

 th
er

e.
2 3

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 A

ll 
rig

ht
, I

 h
av

e 
ta

ke
n 

up
 e

no
ug

h 
tim

e 
he

re
.  

Le
t m

e 
ge

t t
o 

so
m

e 
of

 th
e 

ot
he

r 
4

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
s. 

 I 
ha

ve
 o

ne
 o

r t
w

o 
m

or
e 

th
in

gs
 to

 fo
llo

w
 u

p 
on

 th
at

 b
ut

 I 
w

ill
 d

o 
th

at
 in

 th
e 

5
ne

xt
 ro

un
d.

  C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r.
6 7

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r: 
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

.  
So

 th
e 

fir
st

 th
in

g 
is

 w
ith

 re
sp

ec
t t

o 
th

e 
vi

ew
 p

oi
nt

 
8

nu
m

be
r o

ne
, w

hi
ch

 is
 o

n 
th

er
e 

at
 S

an
d 

H
ill

 R
oa

d 
an

d 
Pa

st
eu

r D
riv

e.
  O

ne
 d

riv
es

 th
at

 
9

cu
rr

en
tly

 to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

ho
sp

ita
l e

nt
ra

nc
e 

by
 th

e 
fo

un
ta

in
.  

W
he

n 
yo

u 
ar

e 
dr

iv
in

g 
al

on
g 

th
er

e 
10

th
er

e 
ar

e 
so

m
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

 o
n 

th
e 

rig
ht

 a
nd

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 o

n 
th

e 
le

ft.
  W

he
n 

ge
t t

o 
th

e 
fo

un
ta

in
 

11
w

ha
t y

ou
 h

av
e 

is
 a

 su
rr

ou
nd

in
g 

of
 th

e 
Ed

w
ar

d 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g,
 a

nd
 th

e 
ho

sp
ita

l c
om

pl
ex

.  
12

Th
er

e 
is

 so
m

e 
ni

ce
 v

is
ua

l q
ua

lit
y 

to
 th

at
.  

I w
ou

ld
 c

on
si

de
r t

ha
t a

 v
ie

w
-r

el
at

ed
 th

in
g.

  S
o 

I 
13

am
 n

ot
 su

re
 if

 it
 is

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
ki

nd
 o

f t
hi

ng
 a

s t
he

 v
ie

w
 a

nd
 th

e 
qu

al
ity

 o
f t

he
 fo

ot
hi

lls
 b

ut
 

14
th

er
e 

is
 so

m
e 

cu
ltu

ra
l q

ua
lit

y,
 so

m
e 

vi
su

al
 q

ua
lit

y 
to

 th
at

.  
15 16

Th
er

e 
is

 a
n 

im
pr

ov
em

en
t, 

in
 te

rm
s o

f t
re

e 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e,

 in
 re

m
ov

in
g 

es
se

nt
ia

lly
 a

 
17

bu
ild

in
g 

fr
om

 th
e 

m
id

dl
e 

of
 th

at
, w

hi
ch

 I 
gu

es
s i

s t
he

 K
ap

la
n 

La
w

n.
  S

o 
th

er
e 

is
 a

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
18

th
at

 so
rt 

of
 w

as
 o

n 
th

er
e 

in
 a

n 
od

d 
pl

ac
e 

an
d 

th
at

 is
 b

ei
ng

 re
m

ov
ed

.  
M

y 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

is
 

19
w

ha
t y

ou
 n

ow
 h

av
e 

as
 th

e
vi

ew
 w

he
n 

yo
u 

ar
e 

lo
ok

in
g 

do
w

n 
th

at
 c

or
rid

or
 is

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
a 

20
bu

ild
in

g 
on

 th
e 

le
ft,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 m

ed
ic

al
 o

ff
ic

e 
co

m
pl

ex
, a

nd
 th

en
 a

 g
ap

 o
n 

th
e 

21
rig

ht
, a

nd
 th

en
 th

e 
FI

M
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 to
 th

e 
rig

ht
 o

f t
ha

t. 
 T

he
 c

ur
re

nt
 v

is
ua

l s
ym

m
et

ry
 is

 lo
st

.  
22

Y
ou

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 h

av
e 

a 
si

de
 o

f a
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

an
d 

a 
ga

p.
  Y

ou
r v

ie
w

 in
 th

at
 g

ap
 if

 I 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 
23

it 
co

rr
ec

tly
 is

 th
e 

pa
rk

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
on

 R
ot

h 
W

ay
 a

nd
 C

am
pu

s D
riv

e.
  S

o 
th

at
 is

 k
in

d 
of

 
24

od
d.

25 26
Th

e 
ot

he
r t

hi
ng

 th
at

 is
 k

in
d 

of
 o

dd
, i

s t
ha

t o
n 

pa
ge

 3
.3

-1
7 

yo
u 

ar
e 

co
ns

id
er

in
g 

th
e 

ho
us

in
g 

27
th

at
 is

 p
ro

xi
m

at
e,

 n
am

el
y 

th
e 

St
an

fo
rd

 W
es

t A
pa

rtm
en

ts
 a

nd
 1

10
0 

W
el

ch
 R

oa
d 

28
m

ul
tif

am
ily

 a
pa

rtm
en

ts
, b

ut
 y

ou
 a

re
 n

ot
 c

on
si

de
rin

g 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 w
hi

ch
 is

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 w

ith
in

 
29

th
e 

vi
ew

 o
f t

hi
s n

am
el

y 
10

1 
A

lm
a.

  T
he

 1
01

 A
lm

a 
bu

ild
in

g 
is

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 ta

ll 
en

ou
gh

 to
 b

e 
30

ab
le

 to
 se

e 
th

is
 e

nt
ire

 c
om

pl
ex

 a
nd

 th
e 

vi
ew

s f
ro

m
 1

01
 A

lm
a 

sh
ou

ld
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 b
e 

31
co

ns
id

er
ed

 in
 te

rm
s o

f t
hi

s.
32 33

Th
er

e 
is

 a
 n

ic
e 

m
ap

 in
 F

ig
ur

e 
2-

5.
  I

t l
oo

ks
 li

ke
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 b

ei
ng

 d
em

ol
is

he
d 

is
 

34
B

ui
ld

in
g 

B
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

co
re

 e
xp

an
si

on
.  

Th
e 

co
re

 e
xp

an
si

on
 c

on
ne

ct
s t

he
 o

rig
in

al
 1

95
9 

35
St

on
e 

co
m

pl
ex

 fr
om

 B
ui

ld
in

g 
T,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 th
e 

ho
sp

ita
l m

od
er

ni
za

tio
n 

pr
oj

ec
t, 

w
hi

ch
 

36
ap

pe
ar

s t
o 

be
 re

m
ai

ni
ng

.  
If 

yo
u 

de
m

ol
is

h 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

B
 a

nd
 re

ta
in

 B
ui

ld
in

g 
A

 a
nd

 B
ui

ld
in

g 
J 

37
an

d 
po

ss
ib

ly
 g

et
 ri

d 
of

 G
, H

, a
nd

 I 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 th
e 

Ed
w

ar
ds

 B
ui

ld
in

g,
 th

e 
La

ne
 B

ui
ld

in
g,

 a
nd

 
38

th
e 

A
lw

ay
s B

ui
ld

in
g.

  T
he

 la
tte

r t
hr

ee
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 a
re

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 b

ei
ng

 re
pl

ac
ed

 b
y 

FI
M

, a
nd

 
39

yo
u 

m
ay

 re
ta

in
 o

ne
 o

r m
or

e 
of

 th
em

 o
r y

ou
 m

ay
 g

et
 ri

d 
of

 a
ll 

of
 th

em
.  

I a
m

 w
on

de
rin

g 
th

e 
40

de
gr

ee
 to

 w
hi

ch
 w

e 
ca

n 
cr

ea
te

 a
n 

in
te

gr
al

 st
ru

ct
ur

e 
ou

t o
f w

ha
t i

s l
ab

el
ed

 B
ui

ld
in

g 
A

, 
41

na
m

el
y 

th
e 

19
59

 h
os

pi
ta

l b
ui

ld
in

gs
 e

as
t, 

w
es

t, 
co

re
 a

nd
 B

os
w

el
l, 

an
d 

B
ui

ld
in

g 
J, 

w
hi

ch
 is

 
42

th
e 

G
ra

nt
 B

ui
ld

in
g,

 w
hi

ch
 p

ro
vi

de
 n

ic
e 

vi
su

al
 fr

om
 b

ot
h 

si
de

s. 
 I 

am
 w

on
de

rin
g 

th
e 

ex
te

nt
 

43
to

 w
hi

ch
 th

at
 w

ou
ld

 a
ct

ua
lly

 w
or

k 
be

ca
us

e 
th

es
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

, a
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 w
ha

t i
s f

or
 

44
ex

am
pl

e 
on

 F
ig

ur
e 

5-
1,

 a
re

 th
e 

SH
C

 c
lin

ic
/o

ff
ic

e.
  S

o 
m

y 
qu

es
tio

n 
is

 w
he

th
er

 th
es

e 
45

bu
ild

in
gs

 w
ou

ld
 sa

tis
fy

 th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 fo
r S

H
C

 C
lin

ic
/O

ff
ic

e.
  S

in
ce

 th
ey

 a
re

 n
ot

 
46

ph
ys

ic
al

ly
 c

on
ne

ct
ed

 to
 th

e
ho

sp
ita

l w
he

th
er

 th
ey

 n
ee

d 
to

 b
e 

of
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

fr
am

ew
or

k 
as

 
47

th
ey

 a
re

 n
ow

 w
ith

 B
ui

ld
in

g 
B

 th
er

e,
 w

he
th

er
 th

at
 w

ou
ld

 a
llo

w
 fo

r a
 lo

w
er

 le
ve

l o
f 

48

PT
C
2.
8

PT
C
2.
9

PT
C
2.
10

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

75



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

3
of

 3
8

co
m

pl
ia

nc
e 

th
an

 is
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r b
ui

ld
in

gs
 th

at
 a

re
 p

hy
si

ca
lly

 c
on

ne
ct

ed
.  

So
 I 

th
in

k 
th

at
 is

 
1

so
m

et
hi

ng
 th

at
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
.

2 3
Sh

or
t o

f t
he

 is
su

e 
of

 th
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

 a
ro

un
d 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 o

ne
 o

th
er

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
fo

r t
ha

t 
4

is
 p

ot
en

tia
lly

 in
te

ns
ify

in
g 

th
e 

ou
tb

oa
rd

 p
or

tio
n 

of
 W

el
ch

 R
oa

d.
  I

f w
e 

co
ns

id
er

 in
te

ns
ify

in
g 

5
th

e 
ou

tb
oa

rd
 p

or
tio

n 
of

 W
el

ch
 R

oa
d 

an
d 

co
ns

id
er

 p
ut

tin
g

so
m

e 
of

 th
e 

sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
th

er
e 

6
as

 a
n 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

to
 p

ut
tin

g 
it 

ar
ou

nd
 H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 th
at

 in
cr

ea
se

s t
he

 p
ro

xi
m

ity
 to

 th
e 

7
ho

sp
ita

l, 
it 

re
du

ce
s t

ra
ns

po
rta

tio
n 

im
pa

ct
s, 

an
d 

I t
hi

nk
 th

at
 is

 a
n 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

th
at

 sh
ou

ld
 a

ls
o 

8
be

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

be
ca

us
e 

of
 th

e 
vi

su
al

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 im

pa
ct

s, 
cu

ltu
ra

l i
m

pa
ct

s a
ro

un
d 

H
oo

ve
r 

9
Pa

vi
lio

n.
  I

 w
ill

 c
on

tin
ue

 m
y 

co
m

m
en

ts
 la

te
r.

10 11
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
.

12 13
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
D

o 
w

e 
ha

ve
 a

 sl
id

e 
of

 th
e 

si
te

 p
la

n 
of

 th
e 

ca
m

pu
s a

s p
ro

po
se

d?
  

14
Th

e 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
tre

e 
on

e 
is

 a
 g

oo
d 

on
e 

if 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 th

at
.

15 16
M

r. 
Tu

rn
er

:  
W

e 
do

n’
t h

av
e 

a 
sl

id
e 

bu
t i

t i
s c

on
ta

in
ed

 in
 th

e 
EI

R
.  

It 
is

 th
e 

Tr
ee

 
17

Pr
es

er
va

tio
n 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

an
d 

is
 u

p 
on

 th
e 

bo
ar

d.
18 19

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

I w
an

t t
o 

try
 to

 st
ay

 th
e 

st
ra

ig
ht

 a
nd

 n
ar

ro
w

 o
n 

V
is

ua
l Q

ua
lit

y.
  

20
A

s y
ou

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
on

 P
as

te
ur

 D
riv

e 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 re

ta
in

ed
 th

e 
ve

ry
 im

po
rta

nt
 P

as
te

ur
 M

al
l a

nd
 

21
th

e 
K

ap
la

n 
La

w
n.

  I
 d

on
’t 

kn
ow

 th
e 

hi
st

or
y 

of
 h

ow
 th

ey
 c

am
e 

to
 b

e 
bu

t t
he

y 
ar

e 
ve

ry
 

22
be

au
tif

ul
 a

nd
 th

ey
 d

o 
pr

ov
id

e 
bo

th
 v

is
ua

l q
ua

lit
y 

in
 th

em
se

lv
es

 a
nd

 o
f t

he
 n

ew
 p

ro
po

se
d 

23
ho

sp
ita

l. 
 

24 25
I a

m
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

 a
s 

yo
u 

go
 fu

rth
er

 d
ow

n 
th

at
 th

er
e 

is
 o

ne
 m

od
ul

e 
of

 th
e 

m
ed

ic
al

 o
ff

ic
e 

26
bu

ild
in

g 
th

at
 k

in
d 

of
 st

ic
ks

 o
ut

 in
to

 th
at

 v
is

ua
l c

on
ne

ct
io

n 
to

w
ar

ds
 w

he
re

 th
e 

St
on

e 
27

ho
sp

ita
l s

its
 to

da
y.

  I
 w

ou
ld

 su
gg

es
t t

ha
t t

ha
t i

s r
ea

lly
 a

n 
ob

st
ru

ct
io

n 
to

th
e 

vi
ew

 q
ua

lit
y.

  I
f 

28
th

er
e 

w
er

e 
a 

w
ay

 e
ith

er
 th

ro
ug

h 
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 su
gg

es
tio

n 
of

 re
lo

ca
tin

g 
th

es
e 

m
ed

ic
al

 
29

of
fic

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 o

r t
ha

t o
ne

 in
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 to
 a

llo
w

 th
at

 c
or

rid
or

 to
 re

m
ai

n 
as

 w
id

e 
an

d 
as

 
30

lo
ve

ly
 a

s i
t i

s t
od

ay
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

gr
ea

t.
31 32

I a
ls

o 
do

n’
t s

ee
 a

ny
th

in
g 

ha
pp

en
in

g 
w

he
re

 th
e 

ho
sp

ita
l s

its
 to

da
y.

  A
m

 I 
m

is
si

ng
 so

m
et

hi
ng

 
33

in
 th

e 
si

te
 p

la
n?

  I
s t

he
re

 so
m

et
hi

ng
 p

ro
po

se
d 

fo
r t

ha
t l

an
d 

if 
th

e 
ho

sp
ita

l i
s d

em
ol

is
he

d?
34 35

M
r. 

Tu
rn

er
:  

I w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

th
e 

ap
pl

ic
an

t r
es

po
nd

 to
 th

at
.

36 37
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  L

et
 m

e 
se

e 
if 

I u
nd

er
st

an
d 

yo
ur

 q
ue

st
io

n.
  T

he
 e

xi
st

in
g 

ho
sp

ita
l b

ui
ld

in
g,

 
38

th
e 

Ed
w

ar
d 

D
ur

el
l S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

g,
 fi

ts
 a

 p
ro

fil
e 

lik
e 

th
is

.  
So

 it
 e

nd
s t

ha
t v

ie
w

 c
or

rid
or

 o
n 

39
Pa

st
eu

r M
al

l. 
 

40 41
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
C

ur
re

nt
ly

.
42 43

M
r. 

To
rto

ric
h:

  Y
es

.  
44 45

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

I a
m

 a
sk

in
g 

ab
ou

t w
he

n 
it 

is
 d

em
ol

is
he

d.
46 47

PT
C
2.
10

C
on

't

PT
C
2.
12

PT
C
2.
11

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

4
of

 3
8

M
r. 

To
rto

ric
h:

  T
hi

s c
lin

ic
s b

ui
ld

in
g 

si
ts

 o
n 

th
at

 si
te

 a
s d

o 
th

e 
FI

M
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 a
nd

 so
m

e 
1

un
de

rg
ro

un
d 

pa
rk

in
g 

in
 th

is
 re

gi
on

.  
So

 w
e 

ar
e 

de
m

ol
is

hi
ng

 th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

an
d 

2
re

pl
ac

in
g 

it 
w

ith
 th

e 
m

od
er

n 
re

se
ar

ch
 la

bs
 a

nd
re

pl
ac

in
g 

it 
w

ith
 th

e 
cl

in
ic

s n
ec

es
sa

ry
 fo

r 
3

th
e 

pr
og

ra
m

.
4 5

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

So
 th

e 
en

tir
e 

fo
ot

pr
in

t o
f t

he
 h

os
pi

ta
l w

ill
 b

e 
co

ve
re

d 
w

ith
 th

es
e 

6
st

ru
ct

ur
es

, i
s t

ha
t c

or
re

ct
?

7 8
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  P

re
tty

 m
uc

h,
 y

es
.

9 10
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
Is

 th
at

 in
te

nd
ed

 to
 b

e 
th

e 
te

rm
in

us
 o

f t
ha

t a
cc

es
s, 

of
 th

at
 v

ie
w

 
11

co
rr

id
or

 to
w

ar
ds

 th
e 

ol
d 

ho
sp

ita
l?

12 13
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  S

o 
w

e 
ar

e 
cr

ea
tin

g 
a 

vi
ew

 c
or

rid
or

 h
er

e,
 w

hi
ch

 a
ct

ua
lly

 c
on

ne
ct

s w
ith

 th
e 

14
O

lm
st

ea
d 

Pl
an

, i
n 

te
rm

s o
f t

he
 v

ie
w

 c
or

rid
or

s a
lo

ng
 h

er
e.

  S
o 

th
at

 is
 a

ct
ua

lly
 a

 fa
irl

y 
lo

ve
ly

 
15

tre
e-

lin
ed

 st
re

et
.  

Th
er

e 
is

 th
e 

D
ea

n’
s L

aw
n 

he
re

, s
o 

w
e 

ar
e 

m
ak

in
g 

th
at

.  
Th

en
 w

e 
ar

e 
al

so
 

16
m

ak
in

g 
ot

he
r c

on
ne

ct
io

ns
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
pr

om
en

ad
e 

to
 a

llo
w

 th
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 o

f M
ed

ic
in

e 
17

bu
ild

in
gs

 to
 b

e 
co

nn
ec

te
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

ad
ul

t h
os

pi
ta

l a
nd

 th
e 

C
hi

ld
re

n’
s H

os
pi

ta
l, 

an
d 

th
en

 th
is

 
18

pa
th

w
ay

 w
ou

ld
 m

ea
nd

er
 o

n 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
sh

op
pi

ng
 c

en
te

r. 
 S

o 
w

e 
ar

e 
cr

ea
tin

g 
so

m
e 

19
pa

th
w

ay
s t

he
re

 in
 th

e 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

si
te

.
20 21

M
r. 

Tu
rn

er
:  

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
, i

n 
th

e 
D

ra
ft 

EI
R

 th
er

e 
is

 a
 p

re
tty

 g
oo

d 
fig

ur
e 

th
at

 
22

sh
ow

s t
he

 d
em

ol
iti

on
 a

nd
 re

pl
ac

em
en

t a
t t

he
 si

te
.  

It 
is

 o
n 

pa
ge

 2
-3

8.
23 24

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

I w
as

 fo
cu

si
ng

 o
n 

th
e 

tre
e 

re
pl

ac
em

en
t a

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
be

ca
us

e 
yo

u 
25

ha
d 

st
at

ed
 th

at
 th

at
’s

 th
e 

on
go

in
g 

pr
ef

er
re

d 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e,
 a

nd
 th

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 h

av
e 

sh
ift

ed
 

26
sl

ig
ht

ly
 fr

om
 th

er
e.

27 28
M

r. 
Tu

rn
er

:  
Th

at
 is

 c
or

re
ct

, b
ut

 a
ls

o 
th

is
 F

ig
ur

e 
2-

12
 d

oe
s s

ho
w

 th
e 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

of
 th

e 
29

ex
is

tin
g 

ho
sp

ita
l b

ui
ld

in
gs

 th
at

 w
ou

ld
 re

m
ai

n 
as

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 in

 re
la

tio
n 

to
 g

en
er

al
ly

 
30

th
e 

ne
w

 h
os

pi
ta

l b
ui

ld
in

gs
 a

lth
ou

gh
 it

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
sl

ig
ht

ly
 m

od
ifi

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
Tr

ee
31

Pr
es

er
va

tio
n 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

32 33
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
O

ka
y,

 I 
w

ill
 ta

ke
 a

 lo
ok

 a
t t

ha
t. 

 A
s l

on
g 

as
 y

ou
 a

re
 u

p 
he

re
 o

ne
 

34
qu

es
tio

n.
  I

 a
m

 n
ot

 c
le

ar
 a

bo
ut

 th
at

 fi
rs

t p
ar

ki
ng

 st
ru

ct
ur

e 
as

 y
ou

 e
nt

er
 o

n 
Pa

st
eu

r D
riv

e,
 th

e 
35

on
e 

th
at

 is
 c

lo
se

st
 to

 th
e 

ho
sp

ita
l. 

 S
om

ew
he

re
 it

 st
at

es
 th

at
 it

 is
 b

el
ow

 g
ra

de
 b

ut
 w

he
n 

yo
u 

36
lo

ok
 a

t t
he

 si
te

 p
la

ns
 it

 lo
ok

s l
ik

e 
it 

is
 a

bo
ve

 g
ra

de
, a

t l
ea

st
 p

ar
tia

lly
.

37 38
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  I

t i
s b

ot
h.

  T
he

re
 a

re
 le

ve
ls

 b
el

ow
 g

ra
de

 a
nd

 le
ve

ls
 a

bo
ve

 g
ra

de
.  

It 
is

 th
is

 
39

pa
rk

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
rig

ht
 h

er
e 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
by

 th
e 

nu
m

be
r ‘

3.
’  

W
e 

ha
d 

to
 sk

in
ny

 th
at

 st
ru

ct
ur

e 
40

up
 to

 a
llo

w
 fo

r t
he

 p
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
of

 so
m

e 
tre

es
 h

er
e 

in
 th

is
 c

or
ne

r. 
 S

o 
it 

is
 b

el
ow

 g
ra

de
 a

nd
 

41
ab

ov
e 

gr
ad

e.
42 43

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

W
ha

t a
re

 y
ou

 d
oi

ng
 to

 p
ro

m
ot

e 
th

e 
vi

su
al

 q
ua

lit
y 

of
 th

at
 p

ar
ki

ng
44

st
ru

ct
ur

e?
45 46

M
r. 

To
rto

ric
h:

  A
ct

ua
lly

, I
 th

in
k 

w
e 

ar
e 

do
in

g 
qu

ite
 a

 b
it 

to
 it

.  
Th

e 
ro

of
 o

f t
he

 st
ru

ct
ur

e 
is

 
47

la
nd

sc
ap

ed
 a

nd
 w

e 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

a 
co

nf
er

en
ce

 c
en

te
r a

t t
he

 to
p 

of
 th

at
 st

ru
ct

ur
e 

as
 w

el
l a

s a
 

48

PT
C
2.
12

C
on

't

PT
C
2.
13

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

76



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

5
of

 3
8

w
el

ln
es

s c
en

te
r. 

 T
he

re
 w

ill
 b

e 
ac

ce
ss

 to
 th

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

so
 th

at
 it

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
a 

m
or

e 
ac

ce
ss

ib
le

 
1

co
m

po
ne

nt
 o

f t
he

 fa
ci

lit
y 

af
te

r h
ou

rs
, a

nd
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

a 
w

el
l-u

se
d 

fa
ci

lit
y 

fo
r t

he
 M

ed
ic

al
 

2
C

en
te

r.
3 4

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

O
ka

y,
 so

 it
 is

 n
ot

 g
oi

ng
 to

 lo
ok

 li
ke

 a
n 

IK
EA

 k
in

d 
of

 p
ar

ki
ng

 
5

ga
ra

ge
?

6 7
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  N

o,
 n

o.
8 9

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

It 
is

 re
al

ly
 g

oi
ng

 to
 lo

ok
 m

or
e 

lik
e 

a 
bu

ild
in

g.
10 11

M
r. 

To
rto

ric
h:

  O
h 

ye
s, 

ve
ry

 m
uc

h.
  I

n 
fa

ct
 it

 is
 in

te
gr

at
ed

 w
ith

 th
e 

ba
se

 c
on

di
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

12
ad

ul
t h

os
pi

ta
l. 

 S
or

t o
f a

ll 
cr

ea
te

d 
as

 o
ne

 so
rt 

of
 e

le
m

en
t t

ha
t c

on
ne

ct
s. 

 I 
do

n’
t t

hi
nk

 w
e 

13
ca

n 
se

e 
it 

th
at

 w
el

l t
he

re
 Z

ac
h.

  I
t a

ll 
cr

ea
te

s s
or

t o
f a

 g
ro

un
d 

pl
an

e 
to

 h
ol

d 
th

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 

14
do

w
n 

to
 th

e 
si

te
.  

Y
ou

 c
an

’t 
se

e 
it 

ve
ry

 w
el

l b
ut

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
es

 o
n 

th
e 

to
p 

of
 th

at
, a

nd
 

15
it 

is
 la

nd
sc

ap
ed

 a
nd

 it
 is

 g
oi

ng
 to

 b
e 

w
el

l i
nt

eg
ra

te
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

gr
ou

nd
 p

la
ne

 a
nd

 la
nd

sc
ap

in
g.

16 17
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
Th

at
 is

 e
xc

el
le

nt
.  

W
ha

t a
bo

ut
 th

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

at
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r 
18

Pa
vi

lio
n?

19 20
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  W

el
l w

e 
ca

n 
go

 e
ith

er
 to

 th
e 

si
te

 p
la

n 
or

 to
 th

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e.

  A
ct

ua
lly

, w
hy

 
21

do
n’

t w
e 

ju
st

 g
o 

to
 th

e 
si

te
 p

la
n,

 Z
ac

h?
So

 th
e 

si
te

 p
la

n 
fo

r t
he

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 a

nd
 

22
A

dj
oi

ni
ng

 S
tru

ct
ur

es
.  

So
 w

e 
ha

ve
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 h
er

e.
  W

e 
ne

ed
 to

 p
re

se
rv

e 
th

is
 

23
en

try
 a

nd
 w

e 
fe

lt 
it 

w
as

 v
er

y 
im

po
rta

nt
 to

 p
re

se
rv

e 
th

is
 v

ie
w

 c
or

rid
or

.  
H

oo
ve

r I
 th

in
k 

is
 

24
re

ce
iv

in
g 

I t
hi

nk
 a

n 
in

te
re

st
in

g
am

ou
nt

 o
f a

tte
nt

io
n 

no
w

, b
ut

 it
 is

 a
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

w
e 

ho
pe

 
25

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

re
no

va
tio

ns
 to

 c
le

an
 u

p 
qu

ite
 a

 b
it.

  I
t h

as
 b

ee
n 

ne
gl

ec
te

d 
ov

er
 th

e 
tim

e 
so

 it
 

26
w

ill
 b

e 
cl

ea
ne

d 
up

 a
nd

 lo
ok

 m
uc

h 
be

tte
r. 

 W
e 

al
so

 w
an

te
d 

to
 b

e 
co

gn
iz

an
t t

ha
t o

n 
th

e 
ot

he
r 

27
si

de
 o

f t
he

 P
av

ili
on

 a
re

 th
e 

A
rb

or
et

um
 a

nd
 th

e 
m

ai
n 

gr
an

t e
nt

ry
 to

 S
ta

nf
or

d 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

.  
28

W
e 

di
d 

no
t w

an
t t

o 
pu

t a
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

in
 th

is
 lo

ca
tio

n 
th

at
 w

as
 v

is
ib

le
 fr

om
 th

e 
A

rb
or

et
um

.  
So

 
29

it 
is

 a
 w

oo
de

d 
vi

ew
 a

s 
yo

u 
dr

iv
e 

up
 P

al
m

 D
riv

e 
an

d 
w

e 
w

an
te

d 
to

 p
re

se
rv

e 
th

at
 w

oo
de

d 
30

vi
ew

.  
So

 w
e 

w
er

e 
re

al
ly

 v
er

y 
co

ns
ci

ou
s o

f v
ie

w
s i

n 
th

is
 lo

ca
tio

n.
31 32

Th
en

 w
e 

ha
ve

 th
e 

ch
ild

 d
ay

ca
re

 c
en

te
r h

er
e,

 w
hi

ch
 o

cc
up

ie
s t

hi
s p

ie
ce

 o
f t

he
 si

te
.  

So
 th

e 
33

pa
rk

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 m

ed
ic

al
 o

ff
ic

e 
bu

ild
in

g,
 a

nd
 P

av
ili

on
 in

 th
e 

te
rm

s o
f t

he
 a

rc
hi

te
ct

 w
er

e 
34

re
al

ly
 d

es
ig

ne
d 

to
 b

e 
an

 e
ns

em
bl

e 
of

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
.  

W
e 

w
er

e 
re

al
ly

 fo
cu

si
ng

 q
ui

te
 a

 b
it 

on
 th

e 
35

sp
ac

e 
th

at
 is

 m
ad

e 
in

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

es
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

, b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e,

 m
ed

ic
al

 o
ff

ic
e 

36
bu

ild
in

g,
 a

nd
 th

e 
Pa

vi
lio

n,
 a

nd
 th

en
 w

ith
 th

e 
po

rc
h,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 a
 lo

w
er

 ri
se

 c
om

po
ne

nt
 o

f t
he

 
37

pa
rk

in
g 

st
ru

ct
ur

e,
 th

e 
sp

ac
e 

th
at

 is
 m

ad
e 

he
re

.  
So

 th
is

 p
or

ch
 m

ee
ts

 th
e 

lo
w

er
 le

ve
l p

ie
ce

.  
38

Th
er

e 
is

 a
 tw

o-
st

or
y 

pi
ec

e 
of

 th
e 

Pa
vi

lio
n 

an
d 

th
is

 c
re

at
es

 w
ha

t w
e 

th
in

k 
w

ill
 b

e 
a 

ve
ry

, 
39

ve
ry

 n
ic

e 
la

nd
sc

ap
ed

 c
ou

rty
ar

d.
  S

o 
w

e 
ar

e 
try

in
g 

to
 m

ak
e 

so
m

e 
sp

ac
es

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
40

bu
ild

in
gs

 a
nd

 re
al

ly
 fo

cu
s o

n 
th

e 
la

nd
sc

ap
e 

at
 th

e 
Pa

vi
lio

n 
an

d 
m

ak
e 

it 
a 

m
uc

h 
m

or
e 

41
ca

m
pu

s f
ee

l a
t t

he
 H

oo
ve

r s
ite

.
42 43

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 Ju

st
 a

 q
ui

ck
 q

ue
st

io
n 

w
hi

le
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

th
at

 u
p 

th
er

e.
  T

he
 a

rr
ow

s I
 p

re
su

m
e 

44
ar

e 
ca

lli
ng

 o
ut

 th
e 

pr
im

ar
y 

en
tra

nc
es

 to
 th

es
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

.
45 46

M
r. 

To
rto

ric
h:

  Y
es

, t
he

y 
ar

e.
47 48

PT
C
2.
13

C
on

't

PT
C
2.
14

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

6
of

 3
8

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 I 

am
 c

on
fu

se
d 

be
ca

us
e 

th
e 

pr
im

ar
y 

dr
op

-o
ff

 a
cc

es
s, 

th
e 

tu
rn

ar
ou

nd
, d

oe
sn

’t 
1

ap
pe

ar
 to

 b
e 

w
he

re
 th

e 
m

aj
or

 e
nt

ra
nc

e 
to

 th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 is

 a
nd

 k
no

w
 th

at
 e

nt
ry

 
2

su
ff

er
s f

ro
m

 –
it 

is
 n

ot
 a

 v
er

y 
st

ro
ng

 e
nt

ry
 th

er
e.

  A
re

 y
ou

 e
xp

ec
tin

g 
th

at
 m

os
t o

f t
he

 p
eo

pl
e 

3
us

in
g 

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 a

re
 a

ct
ua

lly
 a

pp
ro

ac
hi

ng
 fr

om
 th

e 
to

p 
of

 th
e 

dr
aw

in
g 

as
 o

pp
os

ed
 

4
to

 th
e 

si
de

 in
 th

is
 c

as
e?

5 6
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  N

ow
 th

e 
to

p 
of

 th
e 

dr
aw

in
g 

su
ff

er
s f

ro
m

, i
n 

th
e 

19
30

’s
 th

er
e

w
as

n’
t a

 
7

co
nc

er
n 

ab
ou

t d
is

ab
le

d 
ac

ce
ss

.  
So

 y
ou

 a
ct

ua
lly

 h
av

e 
to

 g
o 

up
 a

 fl
ig

ht
 o

f s
ta

irs
 to

 th
e 

8
se

co
nd

 fl
oo

r f
or

 th
e 

en
try

.  
W

e 
ar

e 
go

in
g 

to
 p

re
se

rv
e 

th
e 

ar
ch

ite
ct

ur
al

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
.  

A
ct

ua
lly

 
9

w
he

n 
yo

u 
go

 u
p 

th
e 

fli
gh

t o
f s

ta
irs

 y
ou

 w
ill

 e
nt

er
 in

to
 th

e 
M

ed
ic

al
 L

ib
ra

ry
, w

hi
ch

 is
 a

 
10

pu
bl

ic
 a

m
en

ity
.  

Y
ou

 c
an

 th
en

 a
ls

o 
ge

t i
nt

o 
th

e 
Pa

vi
lio

n 
bu

ild
in

g 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

at
 li

br
ar

y.
  T

hi
s 

11
us

ed
 to

 b
e 

th
e 

em
er

ge
nc

y 
de

pa
rtm

en
t e

nt
ra

nc
e 

bu
t i

t i
s r

ig
ht

 n
ow

 th
e 

pr
im

ar
y 

en
tra

nc
e 

to
 

12
th

e 
Pa

vi
lio

n 
cl

in
ic

s. 
 W

e 
w

ill
 c

le
an

 u
p 

th
at

 e
nt

ry
, r

es
to

re
 th

e 
ca

no
py

 o
ve

r t
he

 e
nt

ry
, a

nd
 

13
m

ak
e 

th
at

 th
e 

pr
im

ar
y 

en
try

 fo
r t

he
 m

aj
or

ity
 o

f t
he

 c
lin

ic
s. 

 T
he

re
 is

 a
ls

o 
a 

se
pa

ra
te

 
14

en
tra

nc
e 

he
re

 fo
r p

ed
ia

tri
ci

an
s w

ho
 a

re
 c

om
m

un
ity

 p
hy

si
ci

an
s. 

 S
o 

th
ey

 w
ill

 h
av

e 
di

re
ct

 
15

ac
ce

ss
 fr

om
 th

e 
st

re
et

.
16 17

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r:
Th

an
k 

yo
u.

  
18 19

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

D
on

’t 
go

 a
w

ay
.  

I w
an

te
d 

to
 h

op
ef

ul
ly

 st
ar

t a
 ro

un
d 

of
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
20

on
 th

e 
to

w
er

s o
n 

th
e 

ho
sp

ita
l b

ui
ld

in
g 

its
el

f. 
 C

an
 y

ou
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e,

 I 
do

n’
t w

an
t t

o 
us

e 
th

is
 

21
w

or
d 

bu
t I

 a
m

 st
uc

k,
 c

an
 y

ou
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

so
rt 

of
 th

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

al
 d

es
ig

n 
in

te
nt

 o
f t

he
 …

..
22 23

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 A

ct
ua

lly
, j

us
t b

ef
or

e 
yo

u 
st

ar
t, 

le
t m

e 
ju

st
 a

sk
 if

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
an

y 
ot

he
r 

24
qu

es
tio

ns
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 o

r c
om

m
en

ts
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
at

? 
 M

ay
be

 w
e 

ca
n 

pu
t 

25
th

at
 o

ne
 to

 b
ed

 b
ef

or
e 

w
e 

m
ov

e 
on

.  
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 T
an

ak
a,

 a
ny

th
in

g?
  G

o 
ah

ea
d.

26 27
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 T
an

ak
a:

  T
ha

nk
 y

ou
.  

I a
pp

re
ci

at
e 

m
y 

fe
llo

w
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

s c
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
28

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
.  

I t
hi

nk
 th

ey
 m

ad
e 

so
m

e 
ve

ry
 g

oo
d 

ob
se

rv
at

io
ns

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
vi

ew
sh

ed
 

29
al

on
g 

Q
ua

rr
y 

R
oa

d.
  O

ne
 o

bs
er

va
tio

n 
I h

av
e 

be
en

 th
in

ki
ng

 a
bo

ut
 a

s m
y 

fe
llo

w
 

30
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

s h
av

e 
be

en
 sp

ea
ki

ng
 is

 I 
no

tic
e 

th
at

 th
er

e 
is

 a
 su

bs
ta

tio
n 

rig
ht

 n
ex

t t
o 

th
e 

31
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

.  
I d

on
’t 

kn
ow

 if
 th

at
 fl

y-
th

ro
ug

h 
w

as
 v

is
ua

lly
 a

cc
ur

at
e 

in
 te

rm
s o

f w
ha

t i
t 

32
lo

ok
s l

ik
e.

  T
he

n 
I n

ot
ic

ed
 a

cr
os

s t
he

 st
re

et
 th

er
e 

is
th

e 
sh

op
pi

ng
 c

en
te

r g
ar

ag
e,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 a
 

33
pa

rk
in

g 
ga

ra
ge

.  
So

 w
hi

le
 I 

th
in

k 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 is
 a

 v
er

y 
be

au
tif

ul
 b

ui
ld

in
g,

 it
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

a 
34

ve
ry

 b
ea

ut
ifu

l b
ui

ld
in

g,
 it

 is
 su

rr
ou

nd
ed

 b
y 

so
m

e 
ot

he
r t

hi
ng

s t
ha

t a
re

 n
ot

 q
ui

te
 a

s 
35

be
au

tif
ul

.  
So

 I 
w

as
n’

t a
s i

m
pa

ct
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

lo
ss

 o
f v

ie
w

 o
f H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 w

he
n 

36
yo

u 
ar

e 
lo

ok
in

g 
at

 it
 fr

om
 th

e 
su

bs
ta

tio
n.

  I
 d

id
 th

in
k 

th
at

 th
is

 c
ou

ld
 a

ls
o 

be
 a

n 
op

po
rtu

ni
ty

 
37

pe
rh

ap
s t

o 
do

 so
m

e 
be

au
tif

ic
at

io
n 

so
 to

 sp
ea

k 
ar

ou
nd

 th
e 

su
bs

ta
tio

n 
as

 a
 k

in
d 

of
 m

iti
ga

tio
n 

38
fo

r w
ha

t i
s g

oi
ng

 to
 b

e 
hi

dd
en

 b
y 

th
e 

m
ed

ic
al

 o
ff

ic
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

on
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 si
te

.  
39

So
 p

er
ha

ps
 th

at
 is

 so
m

et
hi

ng
 th

at
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 a

s a
no

th
er

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
fa

ct
or

 if
 it

 is
 

40
no

t a
lre

ad
y.

  I
 d

on
’t 

kn
ow

 if
 it

 is
.  

Is
 it

?
41 42

M
r. 

To
rto

ric
h:

  N
o,

 th
is

 is
 a

 C
ity

 o
f P

al
o 

A
lto

 su
bs

ta
tio

n.
43 44

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 T

an
ak

a:
  I

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

th
at

.  
Is

 th
er

e 
an

yt
hi

ng
 th

at
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

do
ne

 to
 c

ov
er

 it
 

45
up

?
46 47

PT
C
2.
14

C
on

't

PT
C
2.
15

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

77



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

7
of

 3
8

M
r. 

W
ill

ia
m

s:
  C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r, 

I t
hi

nk
 y

ou
 sh

ou
ld

 ju
st

 m
ak

e 
th

at
 a

s a
 c

om
m

en
t a

nd
 w

e 
1

sh
ou

ld
 lo

ok
 a

t t
ha

t r
at

he
r t

ha
n 

ge
tti

ng
 in

to
 d

ia
lo

gu
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

ap
pl

ic
an

t a
bo

ut
 w

ha
t m

ig
ht

 b
e 

2
do

ne
.

3 4
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 T
an

ak
a:

  O
ka

y,
 p

oi
nt

 ta
ke

n.
  T

he
 o

th
er

 c
om

m
en

t I
 h

ad
 a

bo
ut

 th
is

 w
as

 fo
r 

5
th

e 
m

ed
ic

al
 o

ff
ic

e 
bu

ild
in

g 
I k

no
w

 th
at

 th
er

e 
ha

s b
ee

n 
so

m
e 

in
te

nt
 to

 k
in

d 
of

 m
ak

e 
it 

6
co

m
pa

tib
le

 w
ith

 th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 a

nd
 I 

th
in

k 
th

at
 m

ak
es

 a
 lo

t o
f s

en
se

.  
W

he
n 

I w
as

 
7

lo
ok

in
g 

at
 it

 I 
se

e 
a 

lo
t o

f g
la

ss
, i

t d
oe

sn
’t 

lo
ok

 q
ui

te
 li

ke
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

.  
I d

on
’t 

8
kn

ow
 w

he
th

er
, a

nd
 th

is
 is

 m
or

e 
lo

ok
 a

nd
 fe

el
, b

ut
 w

he
th

er
 m

or
e 

co
ul

d 
be

 d
on

e 
in

 th
at

 
9

re
sp

ec
t t

o 
m

ak
e 

it 
lo

ok
 li

ke
 it

 is
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 c

am
pu

s v
er

su
s a

 m
od

er
n 

10
im

pl
an

t o
f w

ha
t w

as
 d

on
e 

aw
hi

le
 b

ac
k.

  I
f n

ot
, t

he
n 

pe
rh

ap
s i

t c
ou

ld
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 a

s k
in

d 
of

 
11

a 
w

in
g 

of
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 so
 it

 d
oe

s l
oo

k 
ve

ry
 c

om
pl

et
e 

ve
rs

us
 a

n 
im

pl
an

t i
nt

o 
th

is
 

12
ar

ea
.  

Th
an

k 
yo

u,
 th

at
’s

 it
.

13 14
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
, y

ou
 w

an
te

d 
to

 c
on

tin
ue

 a
nd

 ta
lk

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
to

w
er

s.
15 16

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

Y
es

, i
f I

 c
an

 ju
st

 a
sk

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 c
on

ce
pt

 o
f t

he
 to

w
er

s s
or

t 
17

of
 v

is
ua

lly
.

18 19
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  S

o 
th

e 
co

nc
ep

t o
f t

he
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

, y
ou

 sa
w

 th
e 

sl
id

e 
w

e 
ha

d 
ea

rli
er

 ta
lk

in
g 

20
ab

ou
t t

he
 te

ch
no

lo
gy

 p
la

tfo
rm

, t
he

 g
ar

de
n,

 a
nd

 th
en

 th
e 

hu
m

an
ity

 p
ie

ce
.

21 22
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
Y

es
, I

 a
m

 re
al

ly
 a

sk
in

g 
ab

ou
t t

he
 e

xt
er

io
r.

23 24
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  T

he
 e

xt
er

io
r i

n 
m

an
y 

w
ay

s r
ef

le
ct

s s
or

t o
f t

he
 p

ro
gr

am
m

at
ic

 n
ee

ds
 o

f t
he

 
25

in
te

rio
r. 

 S
o 

th
e 

in
te

rio
rs

 o
f t

he
 fi

rs
t t

w
o 

flo
or

s a
re

 la
rg

e 
sp

ac
es

.  
Fr

eq
ue

nt
ly

 th
er

e 
is

 n
ot

 a
s 

26
m

uc
h 

da
yl

ig
ht

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 in

to
 th

e 
im

ag
in

g 
sp

ac
es

 o
r s

om
e 

of
 th

e 
em

er
ge

nc
y 

de
pa

rtm
en

t 
27

sp
ac

es
.  

So
 w

e 
ar

e 
try

in
g 

to
 c

re
at

e 
st

ro
ng

 h
or

iz
on

ta
l b

as
e 

th
at

 m
at

ch
es

 so
rt 

of
 c

lo
se

 to
 th

at
 

28
50

-f
oo

t h
ei

gh
t l

im
it 

th
at

 h
ad

 e
xi

st
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r C

am
pu

s. 
 W

e 
th

en
 h

av
e 

th
e 

29
ve

ry
 re

al
is

tic
 n

ee
d 

of
 h

av
in

g 
la

rg
e 

m
ec

ha
ni

ca
l e

qu
ip

m
en

t a
bo

ve
 th

os
e 

tw
o 

te
ch

no
lo

gy
 

30
flo

or
s. 

 S
o 

ou
r t

hi
rd

 fl
oo

r i
s a

 g
ar

de
n 

cl
ev

er
ly

 d
is

gu
is

ed
 is

 th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l 
31

eq
ui

pm
en

t. 
 S

o 
th

er
e 

w
e 

cr
ea

te
d 

a 
ga

p.
  T

he
 u

pp
er

 st
or

ie
s, 

th
e 

pa
tie

nt
 ro

om
s t

ha
t a

re
 

32
en

cl
os

ed
 in

 g
la

ss
, w

e 
ar

e 
try

in
g 

as
 b

es
t w

e 
ca

n 
to

 m
ak

e 
th

os
e 

fe
el

 a
s l

ig
ht

 a
s p

os
si

bl
e.

  S
o 

33
yo

u 
ha

ve
 a

 h
ea

vy
 b

as
e 

of
 st

on
e 

m
at

er
ia

l o
r s

to
ne

-li
ke

 m
at

er
ia

l. 
 Y

ou
 h

av
e 

a 
ga

p 
of

 g
ar

de
n.

  
34

Th
en

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
ve

ry
 li

gh
t g

la
ss

 p
av

ili
on

s s
itt

in
g 

on
 to

p 
of

 it
 w

ith
 th

e 
id

ea
 th

at
 re

al
ly

 y
ou

r 
35

ey
e 

is
 d

ra
w

n 
to

 th
at

 h
or

iz
on

ta
l b

as
e.

  T
ha

t i
s s

or
t o

f t
he

 le
ga

cy
 o

f t
he

 S
ta

nf
or

d 
C

am
pu

s. 
 

36
Th

en
 th

e 
up

pe
r f

lo
or

s a
re

 tr
yi

ng
 to

 re
al

ly
 so

rt 
of

, a
s m

uc
h 

as
 fo

ur
 st

or
ie

s o
f p

at
ie

nt
 ro

om
s 

37
ca

n 
di

sa
pp

ea
r, 

try
 to

 d
is

ap
pe

ar
 w

ith
in

 th
e 

de
ta

ili
ng

 o
f t

he
 g

la
ss

.
38 39

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

Th
an

k 
yo

u.
  I

 k
no

w
 in

 a
n 

in
st

itu
tio

na
l e

nv
iro

nm
en

t w
ay

 fi
nd

in
g 

40
is

 a
n 

im
po

rta
nt

 a
sp

ec
t o

f v
is

ua
l q

ua
lit

y.
  W

as
 th

er
e 

so
m

e 
in

te
re

st
 o

r a
tte

m
pt

 to
 m

ak
e 

so
m

e 
41

di
st

in
ct

io
n 

am
on

g 
th

e 
to

w
er

s?
42 43

M
r. 

To
rto

ric
h:

  N
o.

  T
he

re
 is

 n
ot

 n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

a 
di

st
in

ct
io

n 
fr

om
 th

e 
ex

te
rio

r o
f t

he
 b

ui
ld

in
g.

  
44

A
s y

ou
 c

om
e 

in
to

 th
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

yo
u 

co
m

e 
in

to
 a

n 
at

riu
m

.  
Th

er
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

tw
o 

pu
bl

ic
 e

le
va

to
r 

45
co

rr
id

or
s, 

on
e 

to
 th

e 
rig

ht
 a

nd
 o

ne
 to

 th
e 

le
ft.

  T
ho

se
 w

ill
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

ha
ve

 d
is

tin
ct

iv
e 

na
m

es
 

46
or

 d
is

tin
ct

iv
e 

si
gn

ag
e 

or
 d

is
tin

ct
iv

e 
w

ay
 fi

nd
in

g 
so

 y
ou

 k
no

w
 ri

gh
t o

r l
ef

t. 
 T

he
n 

ea
ch

 
47

to
w

er
 a

nd
 e

ac
h 

flo
or

 o
f e

ac
h 

to
w

er
 w

ill
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

be
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

in
 so

m
e 

w
ay

 so
 th

at
 th

ey
 

48

PT
C
2.
16

PT
C
2.
17

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

8
of

 3
8

ha
ve

 so
rt 

of
 a

 sp
ec

ia
l m

ea
ni

ng
 a

nd
 a

 sp
ec

ia
l p

ur
po

se
.  

W
e 

w
er

e 
no

t t
ry

in
g 

ar
ch

ite
ct

ur
al

ly
 to

 
1

di
st

in
gu

is
h 

on
e 

to
w

er
 fr

om
 th

e 
ot

he
r b

ec
au

se
 re

al
ly

 th
is

 is
 a

 k
it 

of
 p

ar
ts

 th
at

 o
ve

r t
im

e 
w

ill
 

2
ex

pa
nd

 to
 b

e 
m

ul
tip

le
 to

w
er

s.
3 4

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

Th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r t
ha

t. 
 I 

am
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
en

tra
nc

e.
  I

 th
in

k 
5

on
ce

 y
ou

 g
et

 in
si

de
 in

 te
rm

s o
f p

eo
pl

e 
fin

di
ng

 it
 se

em
s k

in
d 

of
 d

ar
k.

  S
or

t o
f a

s a
 p

la
ce

 
6

w
he

re
 p

eo
pl

e 
ar

e 
so

rt 
of

 b
rin

gi
ng

 so
m

e 
se

rio
us

 is
su

es
 b

y 
re

ce
ss

in
g 

it 
in

to
 th

at
 a

tri
um

 ra
th

er
 

7
th

an
 b

rin
gi

ng
 it

 fo
rw

ar
d 

w
ith

 a
n 

at
riu

m
 th

at
 is

 re
al

ly
 k

in
d 

of
 m

or
e 

ex
te

rn
al

 y
ou

 a
re

 k
in

d 
of

 
8

lo
si

ng
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
in

vi
tin

g 
vi

su
al

 q
ua

lit
y 

of
 th

at
.

9 10
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  W

e 
ac

tu
al

ly
 fe

el
 th

at
 th

er
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

qu
ite

 a
n 

ab
un

da
nc

e 
of

 n
at

ur
al

 li
gh

t i
nt

o 
11

th
e 

at
riu

m
.  

O
bv

io
us

ly
 th

er
e 

is
 th

e 
sk

yl
ig

ht
.  

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
al

so
 o

pe
ni

ng
s t

o 
th

e 
ga

rd
en

 o
n 

th
e 

12
th

ird
 fl

oo
r o

f a
tri

um
.  

So
 m

ay
be

 th
e 

re
nd

er
in

g 
is

n’
t r

ep
re

se
nt

in
g 

so
 w

el
l b

ut
 w

e 
be

lie
ve

 it
 

13
w

ill
 b

e 
qu

ite
 a

 li
gh

t-f
ill

ed
 sp

ac
e.

14 15
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
Th

at
 is

 w
ha

t I
 w

as
 re

fe
rr

in
g 

to
, t

he
 re

nd
er

in
g.

  I
t l

oo
ks

 k
in

d 
of

 
16

da
rk

.
17 18

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 T
an

ak
a.

  C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r.
19 20

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r: 
 Y

es
, t

ha
nk

 y
ou

, a
 c

ou
pl

e 
of

 th
in

gs
.  

Th
e 

fir
st

 is
 if

 th
e 

Ed
w

ar
d 

21
D

ur
el

l S
to

ne
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

is
 to

 b
e 

de
m

ol
is

he
d 

I a
m

 w
on

de
rin

g 
if 

th
er

e 
ca

n 
be

 a
 sc

al
e 

m
od

el
 o

f 
22

it 
so

m
ew

he
re

.  
Fo

r e
xa

m
pl

e,
 a

 sc
al

e 
m

od
el

 m
ig

ht
 b

e 
in

 th
e 

lo
bb

y 
of

 th
e 

ho
sp

ita
l o

r a
 sc

al
e 

23
m

od
el

 m
ig

ht
 b

e 
a 

cl
im

bi
ng

 st
ru

ct
ur

e 
th

at
 c

an
 b

e 
pl

ac
ed

 in
 th

e 
m

id
dl

e 
of

 th
e 

C
hi

ld
re

n’
s 

24
H

os
pi

ta
l f

or
 th

e 
ki

ds
 to

 c
lim

b 
on

.  
A

s s
or

to
f a

 w
ay

 o
f b

rin
gi

ng
 th

at
 fo

rw
ar

d 
I t

hi
nk

 th
at

 
25

m
ig

ht
 b

e 
ni

ce
.  

Y
es

, i
ns

tit
ut

io
na

l m
em

or
y.

26 27
A

ls
o,

 I 
no

tic
e 

th
at

 th
er

e 
is

 a
 m

ot
if 

of
 th

e 
Ed

w
ar

d 
D

ur
el

l S
to

ne
 B

ui
ld

in
g.

  I
f y

ou
 c

an
 g

o 
to

 
28

th
e 

fir
st

 p
ag

e 
of

 th
is

 sl
id

e 
pl

ea
se

, o
f t

hi
s p

re
se

nt
at

io
n,

 th
e 

ve
ry

 fi
rs

t c
ov

er
 p

ag
e.

  Y
es

.  
I 

29
do

n’
t k

no
w

 if
 y

ou
 c

an
 se

e 
th

at
 b

ut
 th

e 
lo

go
 o

f t
he

 S
ta

nf
or

d 
M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r i
n 

fa
ct

 h
as

 –
ca

n 
30

w
e 

lo
ok

 a
t t

ha
t a

 li
ttl

e 
bi

gg
er

? 
 T

he
 lo

go
.  

Th
at

 lo
go

 o
ve

r t
he

re
 a

ct
ua

lly
 u

se
s t

he
 m

ot
if 

of
 

31
th

e 
Ed

w
ar

d 
D

ur
el

l S
to

ne
 B

ui
ld

in
g.

  I
 a

m
 w

on
de

rin
g 

to
 w

ha
t e

xt
en

t i
s t

ha
t m

ot
if 

ca
rr

ie
d 

32
fo

rw
ar

d 
in

 te
rm

s o
f d

es
ig

n 
of

 th
e 

ne
w

 h
os

pi
ta

l. 
 A

re
 th

er
e 

ec
ho

es
 o

f t
ha

t m
ot

if 
in

 te
rm

s o
f 

33
th

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

e 
of

 th
e 

ne
w

 h
os

pi
ta

l, 
in

 te
rm

s o
f t

he
 d

es
ig

n 
of

 fe
at

ur
es

 in
 th

e 
ho

sp
ita

l?
  I

s 
34

th
at

 c
ar

rie
d 

fo
rw

ar
d 

to
 p

ro
vi

de
 so

m
e 

so
rt 

of
 in

st
itu

tio
na

l m
em

or
y?

  I
 th

in
k 

th
at

 is
 a

n 
35

in
te

re
st

in
g 

th
in

g 
to

 th
in

k 
ab

ou
t.

36 37
So

 a
 c

ou
pl

e 
of

 o
th

er
 c

om
m

en
ts

.  
Th

e 
fir

st
 th

in
g 

is
, a

nd
 th

is
 w

ou
ld

 a
ls

o 
be

 a
 p

ot
en

tia
l 

38
m

iti
ga

tio
n 

un
de

r C
R

-1
.2

 in
 te

rm
s o

f t
he

se
 p

ot
en

tia
l i

ss
ue

s. 
 I 

am
 w

on
de

rin
g 

w
ith

 re
sp

ec
t t

o 
39

pa
ge

 3
.3

-3
0 

ho
w

 w
ou

ld
 th

e 
C

ity
’s

 A
R

B
 p

ro
ce

ss
 o

f “
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 d
es

ig
n 

of
 p

ro
po

se
d 

40
st

ru
ct

ur
es

” 
no

t “
ha

ve
 a

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 im

pa
ct

 o
n 

th
e 

ex
is

tin
g 

ch
ar

ac
te

r o
f t

he
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

41
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r a

nd
 it

s s
ur

ro
un

di
ng

s.”
  I

n 
pa

rti
cu

la
r i

n 
te

rm
s o

f V
Q

-2
.1

 h
ow

 
42

ca
n 

la
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

an
d 

pu
bl

ic
 a

rt 
de

al
 w

ith
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

he
ig

ht
s a

nd
 m

as
si

ng
? 

 It
 is

 so
rt 

of
 li

ke
 

43
th

in
ki

ng
 a

bo
ut

 p
ut

tin
g 

a 
fig

 le
af

 o
n 

a 
te

le
ph

on
e 

po
le

.  
Te

le
ph

on
e 

po
lls

 a
re

 v
er

y 
ut

ili
ta

ria
n 

44
th

in
gs

 a
nd

 y
ou

 w
an

t t
o 

pu
t p

ub
lic

 a
rt 

or
 so

m
e 

la
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

ar
ou

nd
 it

.  
It 

do
es

n’
t s

ee
m

 to
 

45
ac

tu
al

ly
 h

av
e 

th
at

 a
ff

ec
t. 

 H
ow

 ta
ll 

ca
n 

th
e 

la
nd

sc
ap

in
g 

be
? 

 S
o 

I a
m

 n
ot

 re
al

ly
 su

re
 h

ow
 

46
th

at
 re

al
ly

 a
dd

re
ss

es
 th

at
 is

su
e.

47 48

PT
C
2.
18

PT
C
2.
19

PT
C
2.
20

PT
C
2.
21

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

78



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 2

9
of

 3
8

Th
e 

sa
m

e 
th

in
g 

is
 tr

ue
 a

bo
ut

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
.  

So
 it

 se
em

s t
o 

m
e 

th
at

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 th

in
gs

 is
 

1
th

at
 o

bv
io

us
ly

 w
e 

ar
e 

ta
lk

in
g 

ab
ou

t r
ad

ic
al

 re
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
of

 th
e 

ho
sp

ita
l, 

al
th

ou
gh

 I 
ha

ve
 

2
pr

op
os

ed
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n 

of
 re

ta
in

in
g 

pa
rt 

of
 th

e 
St

on
e 

co
m

pl
ex

.  
W

hy
 d

o 
w

e 
ha

ve
 to

 a
ls

o 
3

ru
in

 th
e 

vi
ew

 o
f t

he
 H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

? 
 I 

th
in

k 
in

 te
rm

s o
f r

ea
llo

ca
tin

g 
th

e 
la

nd
 o

r t
he

 
4

sq
ua

re
 fo

ot
ag

e 
ar

ea
 th

at
 m

ig
ht

 a
ff

ec
t t

ha
t.

5 6
A

 fe
w

 c
or

re
ct

io
ns

.  
I b

el
ie

ve
 P

al
o 

A
lto

 w
as

 fo
un

de
d 

in
 1

89
4 

no
t 1

89
2.

  I
 b

el
ie

ve
 it

 w
as

 
7

fo
un

de
d 

or
ig

in
al

ly
 a

s U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

ar
k,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 w
hy

 it
 is

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

ar
k 

Fi
re

 S
ta

tio
n 

8
D

ow
nt

ow
n.

  I
 th

in
k 

M
ay

fie
ld

 w
as

 o
rig

in
al

ly
 fo

un
de

d 
as

 P
al

o 
A

lto
.  

O
ne

 o
f t

he
 th

in
gs

 
9

Le
la

nd
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

D
id

 w
as

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 fo

rc
ed

 M
ay

fie
ld

 to
 re

na
m

e 
th

em
se

lv
es

 to
 M

ay
fie

ld
 

10
fr

om
 P

al
o 

A
lto

 so
 th

at
 h

e 
co

ul
d 

ge
t P

al
o 

A
lto

 to
 b

e 
na

m
ed

 P
al

o 
A

lto
 in

st
ea

d 
of

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 

11
Pa

rk
.  

So
 th

at
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

co
rr

ec
te

d
in

 te
rm

s o
f t

ha
t. 

 In
 a

dd
iti

on
, t

he
re

 is
 a

 m
en

tio
n 

in
 te

rm
s 

12
of

 th
e 

hi
st

or
y 

of
 th

e 
St

an
fo

rd
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r i
t i

s l
at

er
 m

en
tio

ne
d 

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 w

as
 

13
or

ig
in

al
ly

 th
e 

Pa
lo

 A
lto

 H
os

pi
ta

l. 
 W

he
n 

yo
u 

ar
e 

ta
lk

in
g 

ab
ou

t t
he

 h
is

to
ry

 o
f t

he
 S

to
ne

 
14

B
ui

ld
in

g 
an

d 
th

at
 w

ho
le

 p
ro

ce
ss

 th
er

e 
is

 n
o 

m
en

tio
n 

th
at

 th
is

 w
ho

le
 a

re
a 

w
as

 o
rig

in
al

ly
 –

it
15

is
 d

is
cu

ss
ed

 a
s i

f t
he

 S
ta

nf
or

d 
H

os
pi

ta
l w

as
 th

e 
fir

st
 h

os
pi

ta
l t

he
re

 b
ut

 th
e 

Pa
lo

 A
lto

 
16

H
os

pi
ta

l p
re

ce
de

d 
it 

at
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 si
te

.  
So

 th
at

 n
ee

ds
 to

 b
e 

cl
ar

ifi
ed

.
17 18

So
 le

t m
e 

as
k 

a 
qu

es
tio

n.
  T

he
re

 w
as

 a
 q

ue
st

io
n 

ra
is

ed
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

fa
ct

 th
at

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 

19
an

d 
th

e 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g 
ar

e 
no

t p
ar

t o
f t

he
 C

ity
’s

 h
is

to
ric

 st
ru

ct
ur

es
 li

st
.  

W
ha

t I
 w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 
20

to
 k

no
w

, I
 re

al
iz

e 
th

at
 th

e 
pe

op
le

 fr
om

 P
la

nn
in

g 
St

af
f m

ig
ht

 n
ot

 k
no

w
 th

e 
an

sw
er

 to
 th

is
 

21
qu

es
tio

n.
  I

 a
m

 w
on

de
rin

g 
w

he
n 

th
e 

C
ity

 c
re

at
ed

 th
e 

hi
st

or
ic

 st
ru

ct
ur

es
 li

st
 w

ha
t w

as
 th

e 
22

sc
op

e 
of

 w
ha

t w
as

 c
re

at
ed

 fo
r t

he
 h

is
to

ric
 st

ru
ct

ur
es

 li
st

.  
W

as
 it

 in
te

nd
ed

 to
 in

cl
ud

e 
23

st
ru

ct
ur

es
 li

ke
 H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

? 
 W

as
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 a
ct

ua
lly

ev
en

 c
on

si
de

re
d?

  W
as

 
24

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

ev
en

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

fo
r t

he
 h

is
to

ric
 st

ru
ct

ur
es

 li
st

 o
r w

as
 it

 p
rim

ar
ily

 
25

re
si

de
nt

ia
l a

nd
 c

om
m

er
ci

al
 p

ro
pe

rty
 lo

ca
te

d 
w

ith
in

 th
e 

ci
ty

?
26 27

M
r. 

W
ill

ia
m

s:
  W

e 
w

ill
 n

ee
d 

to
 re

sp
on

d 
to

 th
at

 la
te

r. 
 I 

do
n’

t t
hi

nk
 w

e 
he

re
 h

av
e 

th
at

 
28

co
lle

ct
iv

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
to

 g
o 

ba
ck

 th
at

 fa
r.

29 30
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r: 

 T
ha

nk
 y

ou
, b

ec
au

se
 th

e 
re

as
on

 I 
am

 a
sk

in
g 

th
is

 q
ue

st
io

n 
is

 b
ec

au
se

 
31

if 
yo

u 
ar

e 
ci

tin
g 

th
at

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 a

nd
 th

e 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g 
ar

e 
no

t p
ar

t o
f t

he
 C

ity
’s

 
32

H
is

to
ric

 R
es

ou
rc

es
 L

is
t a

nd
 if

 it
 tu

rn
s o

ut
 to

 b
e 

th
at

 th
ey

 w
er

e 
no

t e
ve

n 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 fo
r 

33
in

cl
us

io
n 

be
ca

us
e 

it 
w

as
n’

t p
ar

t o
f t

he
 sc

op
e 

th
en

 fa
ili

ng
 to

 h
av

e 
th

em
 o

n 
th

e 
lis

t i
s w

hy
 

34
yo

u 
do

n’
t h

av
e 

to
 c

on
si

de
r t

he
m

 a
s h

is
to

ric
 re

so
ur

ce
s i

s e
ss

en
tia

lly
 im

pr
op

er
 a

na
ly

si
s. 

 S
o 

35
it 

is
 o

nl
y 

if
th

ey
 w

er
e 

w
ith

in
 sc

op
e 

an
d 

ac
tu

al
ly

 w
er

e 
re

je
ct

ed
 fr

om
 in

cl
us

io
n 

sh
ou

ld
 w

e 
36

ac
tu

al
ly

 tr
ea

t t
he

ir 
om

is
si

on
 a

s s
ig

ni
fic

an
t f

or
 n

ot
 b

ei
ng

 a
n 

hi
st

or
ic

 re
so

ur
ce

.  
Th

an
k 

yo
u.

37 38
M

r. 
Je

un
g:

  M
ay

be
 I 

co
ul

d 
ju

st
 c

la
rif

y 
on

 th
at

 p
oi

nt
 b

ec
au

se
 th

e 
C

ity
’s

 H
is

to
ric

 R
es

ou
rc

es
 

39
Li

st
 is

 o
nl

y 
on

e 
so

ur
ce

 th
at

 p
ro

vi
de

d 
th

e 
un

iv
er

se
 o

f t
ho

se
 p

ro
pe

rti
es

 th
at

 a
re

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

40
hi

st
or

ic
 o

r p
ot

en
tia

lly
 h

is
to

ric
.  

So
 n

ot
 o

nl
y 

di
d 

w
e 

us
e 

th
at

 li
st

 w
e 

al
so

 w
en

t a
nd

 e
va

lu
at

ed
 

41
th

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

C
al

ifo
rn

ia
 R

eg
is

te
r o

f H
is

to
ric

 R
es

ou
rc

es
 a

nd
 th

ei
r c

rit
er

ia
.  

So
 

42
ev

en
 th

ou
gh

 it
 m

ay
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

be
en

 o
n 

th
e 

C
ity

’s
 li

st
 w

e 
st

ill
 e

va
lu

at
ed

 th
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

an
d 

its
 

43
m

er
its

.  
44 45

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r: 
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

 fo
r t

ha
t r

es
po

ns
e.

  I
t d

oe
s s

ay
 h

ow
ev

er
 I 

be
lie

ve
 I 

re
ad

 
46

in
 th

is
 d

oc
um

en
t s

om
ew

he
re

, a
nd

 I 
am

so
rr

y 
I d

id
n’

t n
ot

e 
ex

ac
tly

 w
he

re
 it

 w
as

, b
ut

 th
er

e 
47

w
as

 so
m

e 
co

m
m

en
t i

n 
th

er
e 

sa
yi

ng
 b

ec
au

se
 th

es
e 

ar
e 

no
t o

n 
th

e 
C

ity
’s

 li
st

 th
en

 th
er

e 
is

 n
o 

48

PT
C
2.
22

PT
C
2.
23

PT
C
2.
24

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 3

0
of

 3
8

re
qu

ire
m

en
t f

or
 so

m
et

hi
ng

 w
ith

 re
sp

ec
t t

o 
pr

es
er

va
tio

n 
fo

r t
he

 C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n.

  D
o 

1
yo

u 
w

an
t t

o 
ad

d 
so

m
et

hi
ng

?
2 3

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 N

o,
 I 

w
as

 ju
st

 g
oi

ng
 to

 sa
y 

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
 h

as
 a

 fo
llo

w
 u

p,
 b

ut
 

4
pl

ea
se

 c
on

tin
ue

.
5 6

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r: 
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

.  
So

 th
e 

is
su

e 
is

 th
at

 b
ec

au
se

 th
ey

 a
re

 n
ot

 o
n 

th
e 

C
ity

’s
 

7
H

is
to

ric
 L

is
t t

he
re

 is
 so

m
e 

co
m

m
en

t a
bo

ut
 th

er
ef

or
e 

th
ey

 a
re

 n
ot

 a
n 

is
su

e 
fo

r t
he

 
8

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n.

  I
 q

ue
st

io
n 

th
at

 a
ss

um
pt

io
n,

 b
ec

au
se

 if
 th

ey
 a

re
 e

lig
ib

le
 fo

r t
he

 
9

C
al

ifo
rn

ia
 li

st
 th

ey
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 in
 te

rm
s o

f h
is

to
ric

 re
so

ur
ce

s f
or

 th
e 

10
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n,
 a

nd
 a

ll 
of

 th
e 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

co
ns

id
er

at
io

ns
 sh

ou
ld

 a
pp

ly
.  

I 
11

th
in

k 
th

at
 is

 in
ap

pr
op

ria
te

.
12 13

A
ls

o,
 to

 w
ha

t e
xt

en
t i

s t
he

re
 p

ro
vi

si
on

 in
 th

is
 p

ro
ce

ss
 fo

r H
is

to
ric

 R
es

ou
rc

es
 B

oa
rd

 re
vi

ew
 

14
of

 th
e 

ex
te

rio
r o

f t
he

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
? 

 T
o 

w
ha

t e
xt

en
t i

s t
he

re
 H

is
to

ric
 R

es
ou

rc
es

 B
oa

rd
 

15
re

vi
ew

 o
f w

ha
ti

s g
oi

ng
 o

n 
w

ith
 re

sp
ec

t t
o 

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

an
d 

po
te

nt
ia

l p
re

se
rv

at
io

n?
16 17

M
r. 

Tu
rn

er
:  

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r a
nd

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r, 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 

18
re

no
va

tio
ns

 a
ga

in
 th

e 
H

is
to

ric
 P

re
se

rv
at

io
n 

O
rd

in
an

ce
 re

al
ly

 k
in

d 
of

 li
m

its
 u

s i
n 

te
rm

s o
f 

19
w

ha
t t

he
 H

R
B

 c
an

 re
vi

ew
 a

nd
 m

ak
e 

a 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n 
on

.  
W

e 
fe

el
 th

at
 it

 is
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 

20
fo

r t
he

 H
R

B
 to

 re
vi

ew
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 a

nd
 p

ro
vi

de
 c

om
m

en
ts

 to
 th

e 
de

ci
si

on
-m

ak
er

s r
eg

ar
di

ng
 

21
th

e 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

e 
re

no
va

tio
ns

 to
 th

e 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g,
 so

 w
e 

in
te

nt
 to

 se
ek

 th
os

e 
22

co
m

m
en

ts
 fr

om
 th

e 
H

R
B

.  
W

e 
do

n’
t i

nt
en

d 
to

 se
ek

 a
 re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n 
fr

om
 th

e 
H

R
B

, 
23

ag
ai

n 
be

ca
us

e 
th

e 
bu

ild
in

g 
is

 n
ot

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 o
n 

th
e 

H
is

to
ric

 In
ve

nt
or

y 
th

at
 th

e 
24

H
R

B
 w

ou
ld

 re
vi

ew
.

25 26
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r: 

 S
o 

th
at

 b
rin

gs
 u

s b
ac

k 
to

 th
e 

is
su

e 
of

 th
e 

om
is

si
on

 o
f H

oo
ve

r 
27

Pa
vi

lio
n 

an
d 

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

fr
om

 th
e 

H
is

to
ric

 R
es

ou
rc

es
 L

is
t a

nd
 w

he
th

er
 th

at
 w

as
 

28
in

te
nt

io
na

l o
r w

he
th

er
 th

ey
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

tre
at

ed
 a

s b
ei

ng
 in

cl
ud

ed
, p

os
si

bl
y 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

29
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t A

gr
ee

m
en

t. 
 I 

as
su

m
e 

yo
u 

m
ea

n 
re

no
va

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 a
nd

 n
ot

 
30

re
no

va
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g.

31 32
Fi

na
lly

, i
n 

te
rm

s o
f t

hi
s s

eq
ue

nc
e,

 is
 th

e 
H

R
B

 g
oi

ng
 to

 re
vi

ew
 th

e 
D

EI
R

 a
nd

 a
re

 th
ey

 
33

m
ak

in
g 

co
m

m
en

ts
 o

n 
th

at
?

34 35
M

r. 
W

ill
ia

m
s:

  I
 th

in
k 

th
at

 is
 th

e 
pr

im
ar

y 
in

te
nt

 h
er

e 
is

 to
 g

et
 th

ei
r i

np
ut

 o
n 

th
e 

D
EI

R
.  

A
s 

36
pa

rt 
of

 th
at

 th
ey

 w
ill

 b
e 

se
ei

ng
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 a
nd

 th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g.

  I
 th

in
k 

w
ha

t 
37

St
ev

en
 is

 d
iff

er
en

tia
tin

g 
fr

om
 is

 in
 te

rm
s o

f s
tri

ct
ly

 w
ha

t o
ur

 c
od

e 
al

lo
w

s t
he

m
 to

 
38

re
co

m
m

en
d 

on
.  

It 
do

es
n’

t r
ea

lly
 m

at
te

r w
ha

t t
he

 in
te

nt
 o

r b
as

is
 w

as
 it

 is
 e

ith
er

 o
n 

ou
r l

is
t 

39
or

 it
 is

 n
ot

 o
n 

ou
r l

is
t. 

 If
 it

 is
 n

ot
 o

n 
ou

r l
is

t r
ig

ht
 n

ow
 th

en
 th

ey
 d

o 
no

t m
ak

e 
a 

40
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n 
on

 th
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

hi
st

or
ic

 c
om

pa
tib

ili
ty

.  
W

e 
ce

rta
in

ly
 w

ill
 ta

ke
 th

e 
EI

R
 to

 
41

th
em

 a
nd

 h
av

e 
th

em
 re

vi
ew

 th
es

e 
ch

ap
te

rs
 a

nd
 p

ro
vi

de
 th

ei
r c

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 ju

st
 

42
lik

e 
yo

u 
ar

e 
fo

r e
va

lu
at

io
n.

43 44
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r: 

 Is
 it

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 a
s p

ar
t o

f t
he

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t A
gr

ee
m

en
t t

o 
in

cl
ud

e 
45

H
R

B
 re

vi
ew

 o
f t

he
 c

ha
ng

es
 to

 th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 a

nd
 th

e 
su

rr
ou

nd
in

gs
 o

f t
ha

t, 
w

he
th

er
 

46
or

 n
ot

 it
 is

 st
ric

tly
 p

ar
t o

f o
ur

 H
is

to
ric

 P
re

se
rv

at
io

n 
O

rd
in

an
ce

?
47 48

PT
C
2.
24

C
on

't

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

79



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 3

1
of

 3
8

M
s. 

C
ar

a 
Si

lv
er

, S
en

io
r A

ss
is

ta
nt

 C
ity

 A
tto

rn
ey

:  
Y

es
, C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r, 

it 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

a 
1

ne
go

tia
te

d 
te

rm
 in

 th
e 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t A
gr

ee
m

en
t a

nd
 b

ot
h 

pa
rti

es
 w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
to

 a
gr

ee
 to

 
2

th
at

.
3 4

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 K

el
le

r: 
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

.  
So

 th
at

 is
 so

m
et

hi
ng

 th
at

 p
er

ha
ps

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ad

de
d 

to
 

5
th

e 
lis

t i
s H

R
B

 re
vi

ew
 o

f t
he

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 c

ha
ng

es
.  

O
bv

io
us

ly
 w

e 
ar

e 
al

so
 c

on
si

de
rin

g 
6

H
R

B
 re

vi
ew

 o
f t

he
 S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

g 
to

 th
e 

ex
te

nt
 to

 w
hi

ch
 it

 m
ig

ht
 b

e 
re

ta
in

ed
 a

s a
n 

7
al

te
rn

at
iv

e.
8 9

O
ne

 la
st

 th
in

g 
if 

I m
ay

?
10 11

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 S

ur
e.

12 13
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r: 

 I 
w

ill
 a

dd
 m

or
e 

co
m

m
en

ts
 la

te
r, 

bu
t t

he
 m

ai
n 

th
in

g 
is

 th
at

 I 
no

te
 

14
th

at
 th

e 
fir

st
 p

re
se

nt
at

io
n 

sa
id

 th
at

 th
es

e 
w

er
e 

10
0-

ye
ar

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
 a

nd
 I 

th
in

k 
th

at
 is

 th
e 

fir
st

 
15

tim
e 

in
 th

es
e 

he
ar

in
gs

 th
at

 th
at

 le
ng

th
 o

ft
im

e 
ha

s b
ee

n 
m

en
tio

ne
d.

  I
 h

ad
 m

en
tio

ne
d 

at
 th

e 
16

m
iti

ga
tio

ns
 d

is
cu

ss
io

ns
 a

 m
on

th
 a

go
 th

at
 th

e 
m

iti
ga

tio
ns

 sh
ou

ld
 la

st
 fo

r t
he

 li
fe

 o
f t

he
 

17
bu

ild
in

g 
ra

th
er

 th
an

 th
e 

lif
e 

of
 th

e 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t A

gr
ee

m
en

t. 
 T

he
re

 a
re

 o
fte

n 
ag

re
em

en
ts

 
18

w
ho

se
 p

ro
vi

si
on

s l
as

t b
ey

on
d 

th
e 

lif
e 

of
 a

n 
ag

re
em

en
t, 

an
d 

th
e 

m
iti

ga
tio

ns
 sh

ou
ld

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 

19
la

st
 fo

r t
he

 le
ng

th
 o

f l
ife

 o
f t

he
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

no
t m

er
el

y 
fo

r a
n 

ar
bi

tra
ry

 le
ng

th
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

20
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t A

gr
ee

m
en

t. 
 T

hi
s 1

00
-y

ea
r l

en
gt

h 
is

 a
n 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

fig
ur

e 
fo

r t
ha

t. 
 T

ha
nk

 
21

yo
u.

22 23
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
 y

ou
 h

ad
 a

 fo
llo

w
 u

p.
24 25

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

Y
es

, a
ga

in
, a

bo
ut

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
.  

I k
no

w
 w

e 
ar

e 
m

ak
in

g 
26

ch
an

ge
s t

o 
th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
as

 m
iti

ga
tio

ns
 fo

r s
om

e 
of

 th
e 

re
qu

es
te

d 
pr

oj
ec

t 
27

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

.  
C

an
 w

e 
m

ak
e 

ch
an

ge
s t

o 
th

e
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
28

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
? 

 In
 o

th
er

 w
or

ds
, g

o 
th

e 
ot

he
r d

ire
ct

io
n 

w
ith

 th
e 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

to
 

29
m

ak
e 

it 
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

or
 m

ak
e 

is
su

es
 w

e 
ar

e 
co

nc
er

ne
d 

ab
ou

t h
er

e 
to

ni
gh

t p
ar

t o
f t

he
 

30
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n.
  I

n 
ot

he
r w

or
ds

, c
an

 it
 b

e 
am

en
de

d 
up

 in
st

ea
d 

of
 d

ow
n 

as
 w

e 
ar

e 
31

do
in

g 
in

 so
m

e 
ca

se
s?

32 33
M

r. 
W

ill
ia

m
s:

  C
om

m
is

sio
ne

r M
ar

tin
ez

, S
te

ve
n 

ca
n 

co
rr

ec
t m

e 
if 

I a
m

 w
ro

ng
, b

ut
 I 

th
in

k 
34

w
ha

t w
e 

ar
e 

ta
lk

in
g 

ab
ou

t i
s w

he
th

er
 it

 is
 o

n 
th

e 
lis

t d
es

ig
na

te
d 

as
 h

is
to

ric
, w

hi
ch

 is
 n

ot
 th

e 
35

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

pe
r s

e.
  I

t i
s o

ur
 in

ve
nt

or
y 

th
at

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
ad

op
te

d 
as

 th
e 

lis
t o

f h
is

to
ric

 
36

st
ru

ct
ur

es
.  

A
re

 y
ou

 su
gg

es
tin

g 
to

 a
m

en
d 

th
at

 li
st

 to
 in

cl
ud

e?
37 38

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

N
o,

 o
ur

 c
on

su
lta

nt
 m

en
tio

ne
d 

th
at

 th
er

e 
w

as
 n

o 
m

en
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

39
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 in
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
an

d 
I w

as
 w

on
de

rin
g 

w
he

th
er

 w
e 

ca
n 

ad
dr

es
s 

40
th

at
 a

s p
ar

t o
f t

he
 C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
am

en
dm

en
ts

 w
e 

ar
e 

un
de

rta
ki

ng
.

41 42
M

r. 
Je

un
g:

  I
 ju

st
 w

an
t t

o 
ad

d 
a 

po
in

t o
f c

la
rif

ic
at

io
n 

be
ca

us
e 

I k
no

w
 th

er
e 

is
 a

 lo
t o

f 
43

in
te

re
st

 in
 e

ns
ur

in
g 

th
at

 th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 is

 p
ro

te
ct

ed
.  

R
eg

ar
dl

es
s o

f w
he

th
er

 it
 is

 
44

in
cl

ud
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

C
ity

’s
 In

ve
nt

or
y 

w
e 

lo
ok

ed
 a

t t
he

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
al

on
g 

w
ith

 o
th

er
 p

ro
fe

ss
io

na
ls

 
45

in
 th

is
 fi

el
d 

of
 c

ul
tu

ra
l r

es
ou

rc
es

 to
 m

ak
e 

a 
ca

ll 
ab

ou
t w

he
th

er
 o

r n
ot

 it
 w

as
 e

lig
ib

le
 fo

r 
46

in
cl

us
io

n 
on

 st
at

e 
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 li
st

s. 
 T

he
 d

et
er

m
in

at
io

n 
fr

om
 th

os
e 

ev
al

ua
tio

ns
 w

as
 th

at
 th

e 
47

bu
ild

in
g 

is
 w

or
th

y 
of

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
an

d 
in

cl
us

io
n.

  A
s a

 re
su

lt 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

ve
ry

 sp
ec

ifi
c 

48

PT
C
2.
24

C
on

't

PT
C
2.
25

PT
C
2.
26

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 3

2
of

 3
8

m
iti

ga
tio

n 
m

ea
su

re
s t

ha
t g

ov
er

n 
ho

w
 th

e 
re

no
va

tio
ns

 w
ou

ld
 o

cc
ur

 a
t H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

, a
nd

 
1

th
e 

pr
ot

ec
tiv

e 
m

ea
su

re
s t

o 
en

su
re

 th
at

 it
 m

ai
nt

ai
ns

 it
 e

lig
ib

ili
ty

.  
So

m
e 

of
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 
2

fe
at

ur
es

 th
at

 a
re

 p
ro

po
se

d 
ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 re
m

ov
in

g 
so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
ad

di
tio

ns
 th

at
 m

ay
be

 d
et

ra
ct

 
3

fr
om

 th
e 

hi
st

or
ic

 m
er

it 
an

d 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

e 
of

 th
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

su
ch

 a
s t

he
 fi

re
 e

sc
ap

e 
an

d 
ot

he
r

4
ap

pu
rte

na
nc

es
 th

at
 w

er
e 

ad
de

d.
  H

ow
ev

er
, a

ny
 fu

tu
re

 re
no

va
tio

ns
 a

re
 v

er
y,

 v
er

y 
ca

re
fu

lly
 

5
go

ve
rn

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 se

t o
f i

m
pr

ov
em

en
t p

la
ns

, o
r w

ha
t a

re
 th

ey
 c

al
le

d?
  U

nd
er

 M
iti

ga
tio

n 
6

M
ea

su
re

 C
R

-1
.5

 o
n 

pa
ge

 3
.8

-2
3.

  S
o 

th
er

e 
is

 a
 lo

t o
f a

tte
nt

io
n 

to
 a

ss
ur

in
g 

th
at

 th
e 

H
oo

ve
r 

7
Pa

vi
lio

n’
s i

nt
eg

rit
y 

is
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

.
8 9

M
s. 

M
ar

te
lin

o:
  I

f I
 a

ls
o 

m
ay

 a
dd

 a
 c

la
rif

ic
at

io
n 

to
 a

n 
ea

rli
er

 re
fe

re
nc

e 
ab

ou
t H

oo
ve

r n
ot

 
10

be
in

g 
in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 th
e 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n,

 th
e 

V
is

ua
l s

ec
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

EI
R

 o
n 

pa
ge

 3
.3

-3
9

11
in

di
ca

te
s t

ha
t t

he
 H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 is
 n

ot
 c

al
le

d 
ou

t a
s a

 v
is

ua
lly

 p
ro

te
ct

ed
 re

so
ur

ce
.  

W
ith

in
 

12
th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
th

er
e 

is
 a

 d
is

tin
ct

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

a 
vi

su
al

ly
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

 re
so

ur
ce

 a
nd

 a
 

13
re

so
ur

ce
 o

f h
is

to
ric

al
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nc

e.
  W

e 
w

ill
 tr

ea
t a

 v
is

ua
lly

 d
is

tin
ct

iv
e 

re
so

ur
ce

 a
s 

14
so

m
et

hi
ng

 w
ith

 a
pp

ea
ra

nc
e.

  W
ith

 so
m

et
hi

ng
 th

at
 is

 st
ru

ct
ur

ed
 a

s h
is

to
ric

al
 y

ou
 lo

ok
 a

t 
15

va
rio

us
 c

rit
er

ia
 to

 lo
ok

 a
t t

he
 h

is
to

ric
 in

te
gr

ity
 o

f t
ha

t s
tru

ct
ur

e.
  O

th
er

 p
ol

ic
ie

s i
n 

th
e 

16
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n,
 fo

r e
xa

m
pl

e 
Po

lic
y 

L-
3 

st
at

e 
th

at
 th

e 
C

ity
 sh

ou
ld

 g
ui

de
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

17
to

re
sp

ec
t v

ie
w

s o
f t

he
 fo

ot
hi

lls
, P

ol
ic

y 
L-

69
 a

nd
 P

ro
gr

am
 L

-7
1 

se
ek

 to
 p

re
se

rv
e 

sc
en

ic
 

18
qu

al
iti

es
 o

f P
al

o 
A

lto
 ro

ad
s a

nd
 re

co
gn

iz
e 

Sa
nd

 H
ill

 R
oa

d 
as

 a
 sc

en
ic

 ro
ut

e.
  T

he
re

 is
 n

o 
19

su
ch

 p
ol

ic
y 

pr
ot

ec
tin

g 
vi

su
al

ly
 th

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 so
 th

at
 is

 a
 d

is
tin

ct
io

n 
di

ff
er

en
t f

ro
m

 
20

C
ul

tu
ra

l R
es

ou
rc

e 
di

sc
us

si
on

.  
A

s R
od

 w
as

 sa
yi

ng
 e

ar
lie

r, 
th

e 
C

ul
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
e 

se
ct

io
n 

21
do

es
 tr

ea
t t

he
 H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 a
s a

 h
is

to
ric

al
ly

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 re

so
ur

ce
 a

nd
 m

iti
ga

tio
n 

22
m

ea
su

re
s a

re
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

to
 p

ro
te

ct
 th

e 
hi

st
or

ic
 in

te
gr

ity
 o

f t
ha

t r
es

ou
rc

e.
23 24

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 I 

th
ou

gh
t w

e 
ha

d 
go

tte
n 

of
f t

he
 H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 h
er

e,
 c

le
ar

ly
 w

e 
ha

ve
 n

ot
.  

25
N

ot
 th

at
 I 

w
an

t t
o 

sp
ea

k 
fo

r m
y 

ot
he

r C
om

m
is

si
on

er
s h

er
e 

bu
t I

 th
in

k 
th

at
 tr

yi
ng

 to
 

26
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 th
e 

is
su

es
 o

f t
he

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 re

la
tiv

e 
to

 it
s h

is
to

ric
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nc

e 
is

 o
ne

 w
ay

 
27

to
 th

in
k 

ab
ou

t t
he

 is
su

es
.  

Fo
r m

e,
 I 

am
 le

ss
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

 a
bo

ut
 th

at
.  

H
ow

ev
er

, t
o 

so
m

e 
of

 th
e 

28
ot

he
r p

oi
nt

s t
ha

t h
av

e 
be

en
 m

ad
e 

I a
m

 m
or

e 
in

te
re

st
ed

 in
 w

ha
t t

he
 C

ity
’s

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
is

 to
 

29
Q

ua
rr

y 
R

oa
d 

an
d 

w
ha

t r
ol

e 
th

at
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

pl
ay

s i
n 

th
e 

su
pp

or
tin

g 
of

 th
os

e 
co

nc
ep

ts
.  

Th
e 

30
tro

ub
le

 is
 th

at
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
re

al
ly

 d
oe

sn
’t 

ad
dr

es
s t

ha
t o

th
er

 th
an

 sa
yi

ng
 th

is
 is

 
31

a 
go

od
 th

in
g 

to
 lo

ok
 a

t, 
le

t’s
 m

ak
e 

su
re

 th
at

 w
e 

ca
n 

se
e 

th
e 

fo
ot

hi
lls

, e
tc

.  
Th

er
e 

w
as

 so
m

e 
32

co
nv

er
sa

tio
n 

tw
o 

ye
ar

s a
go

 a
bo

ut
 Q

ua
rr

y 
R

oa
d 

an
d 

ho
w

 w
e 

co
ul

d 
ap

pr
oa

ch
 th

at
.  

Th
at

 w
as

 
33

do
ne

 w
ith

 M
r. 

Fu
ku

ji,
 if

 I 
am

 p
ro

no
un

ci
ng

 h
is

 n
am

e 
co

rr
ec

tly
, a

nd
 a

po
lo

gi
ze

 if
 I 

am
 n

ot
.  

34
M

r. 
Fu

ku
ji.

  T
he

 is
su

e 
in

 m
y 

m
in

d 
is

 th
at

 th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 p

re
se

nt
s i

ts
el

f t
o 

Q
ua

rr
y 

35
R

oa
d 

in
 a

 v
er

y 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 w
ay

 fo
r i

ts
 ti

m
e 

in
 th

at
 y

ou
 h

ad
 a

 fr
on

t p
re

se
nt

at
io

na
l l

aw
n 

36
cr

ea
te

d 
fo

r t
hi

s t
al

l b
ui

ld
in

g 
th

at
 ro

se
 o

ut
 o

f t
hi

s p
la

ne
.  

Y
ou

 h
ad

 a
 fr

on
t e

nt
ry

 th
at

 
37

ad
dr

es
se

d 
th

e 
st

re
et

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
is

 p
ro

ce
ss

io
na

l p
ie

ce
 o

f s
pa

ce
 th

at
 w

as
 th

er
e.

  T
he

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
38

th
at

 is
 b

ei
ng

 p
ro

po
se

d 
do

es
n’

t a
dd

re
ss

 th
e 

st
re

et
 a

t a
ll.

  T
he

 e
nt

ra
nc

e 
is

 o
n 

th
e 

in
si

de
 n

ot
 th

e 
39

ou
ts

id
e.

  T
he

re
 is

 n
ot

 th
at

 sp
ac

e 
th

at
 th

e 
Q

ua
rr

y 
bu

ild
in

g 
ha

s. 
 It

 d
oe

sn
’t 

m
ak

e 
a 

lo
t o

f s
en

se
 

40
to

 m
e 

fr
om

 a
n 

ur
ba

n 
pl

an
ni

ng
 st

an
dp

oi
nt

 o
f w

ha
t i

s o
ur

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
to

 th
at

 ro
ad

.  
Id

on
’t 

41
kn

ow
 h

ow
 y

ou
 m

iti
ga

te
 th

at
.  

I d
on

’t 
kn

ow
 h

ow
 I 

pr
op

os
e 

an
 a

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
to

 th
at

, b
ut

 I 
w

ill
 

42
po

in
t t

ha
t o

ut
 a

s a
n 

in
co

ns
is

te
nc

y 
th

er
e.

  A
ny

th
in

g 
el

se
? 

 A
re

 w
e 

do
ne

 w
ith

 th
e 

H
oo

ve
r 

43
Pa

vi
lio

n 
no

w
? 

 
44 45

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

Y
ou

 sa
id

 it
 m

uc
h 

be
tte

r t
ha

n 
Ic

ou
ld

 b
ut

 c
an

 w
e 

am
en

d 
th

e 
46

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

to
 a

dd
re

ss
 th

at
? 

 T
ha

t w
as

 m
y 

ba
si

c 
qu

es
tio

n.
  I

t d
id

n’
t h

av
e 

an
yt

hi
ng

 
47

to
 d

o 
w

ith
 p

re
se

rv
at

io
n 

or
 h

is
to

ric
 re

so
ur

ce
s. 

 T
he

 n
ew

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
se

em
s a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
 b

ot
h 

to
 

48

PT
C
2.
26

C
on

't

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

80



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 3

3
of

 3
8

th
e 

st
re

et
 a

nd
 to

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 a

nd
 c

an
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
ad

dr
es

s i
t a

s s
or

t o
f a

n 
1

up
pi

ng
 o

f t
he

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

?
2 3

M
s. 

Si
lv

er
:  

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
, y

ou
 c

an
 a

lw
ay

s p
ro

ce
ed

 to
 a

m
en

d 
th

e 
4

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n.

  T
he

 q
ue

st
io

n 
is

 h
ow

 it
 w

ou
ld

 im
pa

ct
 th

is
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 p
ro

je
ct

.  
It 

is
 

5
pr

im
ar

ily
 a

 ti
m

in
g 

is
su

e.
  O

f c
ou

rs
e 

if 
yo

u 
w

er
e 

to
 g

o 
th

ro
ug

h 
a 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 P

la
n 

6
A

m
en

dm
en

t p
ro

ce
ss

 it
 w

ou
ld

 re
qu

ire
 a

m
en

dm
en

ts
 to

 th
is

 p
ro

je
ct

, a
nd

 re
ci

rc
ul

at
io

n,
 a

nd
 

7
im

pa
ct

s, 
an

d 
al

l o
f t

ha
t. 

 S
o 

th
at

 is
 a

no
th

er
 se

pa
ra

te
 is

su
e.

8 9
I w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 to
 ju

st
 c

la
rif

y 
th

ou
gh

 th
at

 th
e 

is
su

e 
of

 th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 is

 d
ea

lt 
w

ith
 a

s w
e 

10
ha

ve
 sa

id
 in

 se
ve

ra
l d

iff
er

en
t c

ha
pt

er
s. 

 It
 is

 d
ea

l w
ith

 in
 th

e 
La

nd
 U

se
 c

ha
pt

er
, t

o 
so

m
e 

11
ex

te
nt

 th
e 

C
ul

tu
ra

l R
es

ou
rc

es
, B

io
lo

gi
ca

l R
es

ou
rc

es
, t

o 
so

m
e 

ex
te

nt
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
12

co
m

pa
tib

ili
ty

 is
su

es
, a

nd
 th

en
 o

f c
ou

rs
e 

in
 th

e 
V

is
ua

l. 
 I 

th
in

k 
th

at
 w

e 
ha

ve
 h

ea
rd

 y
ou

r 
13

co
m

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

os
e 

co
m

m
en

ts
 w

ill
 b

e 
in

te
gr

at
ed

 b
et

te
r. 

 T
he

y 
m

ay
 n

ot
 fa

ll 
di

re
ct

ly
 u

nd
er

 
14

th
e 

V
is

ua
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 b
ut

 th
er

e 
is

 a
 p

la
ce

 fo
r t

ho
se

 c
om

m
en

ts
 to

 b
e 

ad
dr

es
se

d.
15 16

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 M

ay
 I 

go
? 

 B
ac

k 
to

 th
e 

to
w

er
s b

ec
au

se
 I 

th
in

k 
I a

m
 fi

na
lly

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 to

 
17

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 so

m
et

hi
ng

 th
at

 is
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

ta
ke

n 
m

e 
tw

o 
ye

ar
s t

o 
fin

al
ly

 fi
gu

re
 o

ut
.  

A
 q

ue
st

io
n 

18
fo

r S
ta

nf
or

d.
  T

he
 c

ut
, t

he
 a

xi
s t

ha
t t

he
 E

dw
ar

d 
D

ur
el

l S
to

ne
 B

ui
ld

in
g 

cu
rr

en
tly

 re
so

lv
es

, 
19

th
e 

em
ph

as
is

 is
 b

ei
ng

 ta
ke

n 
of

f o
f t

ha
t a

nd
 b

ei
ng

 p
ut

 o
nt

o 
th

e 
st

re
et

 th
at

 is
 c

on
ne

ct
in

g 
th

at
 

20
po

rti
on

 o
f t

he
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r w
ith

 th
e 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
.  

Th
at

 is
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 g
oa

l. 
 Is

 th
at

 n
ot

 th
e 

21
ca

se
 o

r i
s t

ha
t i

n 
fa

ct
 th

e 
ca

se
? 

 I 
am

 so
rt 

of
 a

le
rte

d 
to

 th
is

 th
ro

ug
h 

so
m

e 
of

 th
e 

ot
he

r 
22

qu
es

tio
ns

 th
at

 th
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
s w

er
e 

as
ki

ng
 in

 th
at

 th
er

e 
w

as
 n

ot
 a

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
fo

r i
ns

ta
nc

e 
23

th
at

 w
as

 a
t t

he
 e

nd
 o

f t
he

 c
ut

 a
ny

m
or

e,
 I 

am
 c

al
lin

g 
it 

th
e 

cu
t b

ut
 th

e 
ax

is
.  

So
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

24
in

di
ca

te
d 

by
 ta

rg
et

 n
um

be
r t

w
o,

 ra
th

er
 th

an
 it

 b
ei

ng
 –

le
t’s

 ju
st

 a
ss

um
e 

th
at

 it
 is

 m
ov

ed
 

25
su

ch
 th

at
 th

e 
ar

ea
 o

f t
he

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
th

at
 is

 c
ov

er
ed

 b
y 

nu
m

be
r t

w
o 

is
 c

en
te

re
d 

on
 th

at
 c

ut
 th

at
 

26
co

m
es

 th
ro

ug
h.

  Y
ou

 w
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

cl
ea

rly
 a

n 
ax

is
 w

ith
 so

m
et

hi
ng

 e
nd

in
g 

th
er

e 
an

d 
th

at
 so

rt 
27

of
 m

ak
es

 se
ns

e.
  I

t m
ay

 b
e 

th
at

 w
ha

t w
e 

ar
e 

re
ac

tin
g 

to
 is

 th
at

 is
 th

e 
w

ay
 th

at
 it

 u
se

d 
to

 b
e,

 
28

bu
t t

ha
t i

s n
ot

 w
ha

t y
ou

 a
re

 p
ro

po
sa

l i
s n

ow
 b

ec
au

se
 y

ou
 a

re
 ta

ki
ng

 th
at

 e
m

ph
as

is
 th

at
 so

rt 
29

of
 v

is
ua

l m
em

or
y 

th
er

e 
an

d 
so

rt 
of

 p
ut

tin
g 

th
at

 o
nt

o 
Pa

st
eu

r D
riv

e 
w

hi
ch

 c
on

tin
ue

s a
ll 

th
e 

30
w

ay
 th

ro
ug

h.
  I

n 
ot

he
r w

or
ds

, I
 a

m
 n

ot
 su

re
 I 

am
 b

ei
ng

 c
le

ar
 h

er
e.

  
31 32

M
r. 

To
rto

ric
h:

  Y
ou

 a
re

 ta
lk

in
g 

ab
ou

t t
hi

s?
33 34

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 Y

es
.

35 36
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  T

hi
s i

s a
va

ila
bl

e 
fo

r p
ed

es
tri

an
s a

nd
 se

rv
ic

e 
ve

hi
cl

es
 it

 is
 n

ot
 a

 d
riv

ew
ay

.
37 38

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 C

ou
ld

 w
e 

ch
ec

k 
to

 se
e 

if 
hi

s m
ic

ro
ph

on
e 

is
 w

or
ki

ng
? 

 I 
as

k 
be

ca
us

e 
th

is
 a

ll 
39

ge
ts

 tr
an

sc
rib

ed
.

40 41
M

r. 
To

rto
ric

h:
  Y

ou
 a

re
 c

or
re

ct
.  

Th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 h
os

pi
ta

l a
nd

 S
ch

oo
l o

f M
ed

ic
in

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 

42
w

er
e 

th
e 

te
rm

in
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Pa

st
eu

r D
riv

e.
  S

o 
th

ey
 w

er
e 

th
e 

m
ai

n 
ev

en
t. 

 N
o 

lo
ng

er
 w

ill
 

43
th

e 
ho

sp
ita

l b
e 

lo
ca

te
d 

at
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
at

 a
cc

es
s. 

 T
he

 h
os

pi
ta

l’s
 p

rim
ar

y 
en

tra
nc

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
44

he
re

 n
um

be
r o

ne
, s

o 
w

e 
do

 w
an

t t
o 

de
em

ph
as

iz
e 

th
at

 a
s t

he
 te

rm
in

at
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
m

ai
n 

45
ev

en
t. 

 T
hi

s r
oa

d 
w

ill
 g

o 
th

ro
ug

h 
fo

r s
er

vi
ce

 v
eh

ic
le

s, 
fo

r p
os

si
bl

y 
sh

ut
tle

 v
eh

ic
le

s, 
an

d 
fo

r 
46

pe
de

st
ria

ns
, b

ut
 y

ou
 a

re
 n

ot
 g

oi
ng

 to
 d

riv
e 

yo
ur

 c
ar

 a
ll 

th
e 

w
ay

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
er

e.
  T

ha
t 

47
w

ou
ld

n’
t b

e 
ad

vi
sa

bl
e 

fo
r a

 v
ar

ie
ty

 o
f r

ea
so

ns
.  

W
e 

do
 w

an
t t

o 
re

in
fo

rc
e 

th
e 

pe
de

st
ria

n 
an

d 
48

PT
C
2.
26

C
on

't

PT
C
2.
27

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 3

4
of

 3
8

qu
ite

 o
fte

n 
bi

ke
 p

as
sa

ge
 th

at
 is

 c
al

le
d 

Th
e 

Pr
om

en
ad

e 
th

at
 w

ill
 c

on
ne

ct
 th

e 
C

hi
ld

re
n’

s 
1

H
os

pi
ta

l, 
th

e 
ad

ul
t h

os
pi

ta
l, 

an
d 

th
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 o

f M
ed

ic
in

e 
in

 th
is

 w
ay

.  
So

 th
at

 w
ill

 g
et

 a
dd

ed
 

2
em

ph
as

is
 in

 th
is

 p
la

n.
  I

t d
oe

sn
’t 

sh
ow

 u
p 

ve
ry

 w
el

l i
n 

th
is

 d
ia

gr
am

 b
ut

 th
at

 g
et

s a
dd

ed
 

3
em

ph
as

is
 in

 th
e 

pl
an

.
4 5

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 R

ig
ht

, a
nd

 to
 th

at
 e

xa
ct

 p
oi

nt
 y

ou
r f

ly
-b

y 
w

e 
ar

e 
te

nd
in

g 
to

 lo
ok

 a
t b

ui
ld

in
gs

 
6

as
 o

pp
os

ed
 to

 w
ha

t w
e 

re
al

ly
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

fo
cu

si
ng

 o
n 

w
hi

ch
 a

re
 th

e 
sp

ac
es

 in
 b

et
w

ee
n 

7
be

ca
us

e 
th

at
 is

 g
oi

ng
 to

 b
e 

th
e 

do
m

in
an

t m
em

or
ie

s t
ha

t p
re

su
m

ab
ly

 so
m

eo
ne

 w
ou

ld
 ta

ke
 

8
aw

ay
 fr

om
 th

ei
r e

xp
er

ie
nc

e,
 a

nd
 th

is
 so

rt 
of

 u
rb

an
pl

an
ni

ng
 c

ha
ng

e 
th

at
 y

ou
 a

re
 tr

yi
ng

 to
 

9
co

ns
tru

ct
.  

Th
an

k 
yo

u.
10 11

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 T

an
ak

a,
 d

id
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

yo
ur

 li
gh

t o
n?

  G
o 

ah
ea

d.
12 13

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 T

an
ak

a:
  T

ha
nk

 y
ou

.  
I h

av
e 

be
en

 th
in

ki
ng

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
di

sc
us

si
on

 w
e 

ha
ve

 
14

be
en

 h
av

in
g 

on
 th

e 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g 
in

 te
rm

s o
f s

ho
ul

d 
it 

be
 k

ep
t a

nd
 m

ay
be

 re
pu

rp
os

ed
, i

s 
15

it 
hi

st
or

ic
al

ly
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

, s
ho

ul
d 

it 
be

 p
re

se
rv

ed
? 

 I 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

th
in

ki
ng

 a
bo

ut
 w

hy
 w

e 
ha

ve
 

16
ev

en
 b

ee
n 

th
in

ki
ng

 a
bo

ut
 o

r t
al

ki
ng

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g.
  I

 th
in

k 
th

e 
re

as
on

 is
 b

ec
au

se
 

17
in

 th
at

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
is

 w
he

re
 th

e 
fir

st
 h

ea
rt 

tra
ns

pl
an

t h
ap

pe
ne

d 
in

 th
is

 p
ar

t o
f t

he
 w

or
ld

.  
A

t t
he

 
18

tim
e 

th
at

 w
as

 a
 c

ut
tin

g-
ed

ge
, a

dv
an

ce
 p

ro
ce

du
re

 th
at

 w
as

 g
ro

un
db

re
ak

in
g.

  S
o 

as
 I 

th
in

k 
19

ab
ou

t t
ha

t a
nd

 I 
th

in
k 

ab
ou

t p
ro

ba
bl

y 
th

e 
pe

op
le

 in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 th

is
, a

nd
 th

e 
re

se
ar

ch
 th

at
 

20
en

ab
le

d 
th

is
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

w
ha

t, 
an

d 
I a

m
 g

ue
ss

in
g 

he
re

, b
ut

 w
ha

t t
he

 p
eo

pl
e 

in
vo

lv
ed

 in
 a

ll 
21

th
is

 w
ou

ld
 w

an
t i

s f
or

 m
od

er
n 

re
se

ar
ch

 to
 c

on
tin

ue
 so

 th
at

 w
e 

co
ul

d 
ha

ve
 m

or
e 

22
br

ea
kt

hr
ou

gh
 w

or
ld

-s
et

tin
g 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 d

on
e 

th
at

 c
an

 b
e 

do
ne

 to
da

y.
  I

 th
in

k 
to

 e
na

bl
e 

th
at

 
23

it 
so

un
de

d 
at

 le
as

t f
ro

m
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 sp
ea

ke
rs

 w
ha

t i
s n

ee
de

d 
is

 a
ct

ua
lly

 a
 u

sa
bl

e 
re

se
ar

ch
 

24
bu

ild
in

g.
  I

t s
ou

nd
s l

ik
e 

th
e 

cu
rr

en
t r

es
ea

rc
h 

bu
ild

in
g 

ha
s s

om
e 

de
fic

ie
nc

ie
s t

ha
t a

re
 h

ar
d 

to
 

25
m

iti
ga

te
.  

So
 p

er
ha

ps
 th

e 
be

st
 w

ay
 to

 a
ct

ua
lly

 m
em

or
ia

liz
e 

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

is
re

al
ly

 n
ot

 
26

ne
ce

ss
ar

ily
 to

 k
ee

p 
it 

bu
t r

ea
lly

 to
 e

na
bl

e 
fu

tu
re

 re
se

ar
ch

 to
 h

ap
pe

n 
so

 th
at

 w
e 

co
ul

d 
ha

ve
 

27
m

or
e 

m
em

or
ab

le
 m

om
en

ts
 li

ke
 w

ha
t h

ap
pe

ne
d 

a 
lo

ng
 ti

m
e 

ag
o 

in
 th

e 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g.
  I

 
28

lik
e 

ac
tu

al
ly

 m
y 

fe
llo

w
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

’s
 su

gg
es

tio
n 

of
 h

av
in

g 
a 

m
od

el
,e

ve
n 

a 
pl

ay
 

29
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

fo
r t

ha
t m

at
te

r a
s a

 w
ay

 to
 k

in
d 

of
 m

em
or

ia
liz

e 
th

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

e 
of

 it
.  

Th
e 

30
si

gn
ifi

ca
nc

e 
of

 it
 is

 n
ot

 th
e 

ar
ch

ite
ct

ur
e,

 a
t l

ea
st

 in
 m

y 
m

in
d.

  I
t w

as
 th

e 
fa

ct
 th

at
 w

e 
w

er
e 

31
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 th

at
 c

ou
ld

 n
ot

 h
av

e 
ev

en
 b

ee
n 

im
ag

in
ed

 b
ef

or
e.

  I
 th

in
k 

en
ab

lin
g 

32
th

os
e 

gr
ou

nd
br

ea
ki

ng
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s i
s a

ct
ua

lly
 th

e 
re

al
 p

ur
po

se
 h

er
e 

of
 w

ha
t w

e 
w

an
t t

o 
do

.  
33

W
e 

w
an

t t
o 

ha
ve

 m
or

e 
of

 th
at

.  
I t

hi
nk

 h
av

in
g 

th
es

e 
FI

M
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 a
nd

 c
lin

ic
s m

ay
be

 
34

w
ou

ld
 h

el
p 

en
ab

le
 th

at
.  

So
 th

os
e 

ar
e 

m
y 

co
m

m
en

ts
.  

Th
an

k 
yo

u.
35 36

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r.

37 38
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r: 

 T
ha

nk
 y

ou
.  

So
 I 

w
ou

ld
 b

as
ic

al
ly

 li
ke

 to
 su

m
m

ar
iz

e 
so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
39

co
m

m
en

ts
 I 

ha
d 

in
 te

rm
s o

f a
lte

rn
at

iv
es

.  
Fi

rs
tly

, o
ne

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

th
at

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 
40

is
 th

e 
al

te
rn

at
iv

e 
of

 re
ta

in
in

g 
th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
in

te
ns

ity
 a

t t
he

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 si

te
.  

Th
e 

41
ap

pl
ic

an
t h

as
 a

sk
ed

 to
 in

cr
ea

se
 th

e 
in

te
ns

ity
 o

f t
he

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 si

te
 h

ow
ev

er
 th

e 
C

ity
 

42
ca

n 
ch

oo
se

 n
ot

 to
 a

llo
w

 th
at

.  
Th

at
 is

 w
or

th
w

hi
le

 c
on

si
de

rin
g.

  I
 a

m
 n

ot
 su

re
 th

at
 th

e 
43

in
cr

ea
se

d 
in

te
ns

ity
 is

ac
tu

al
ly

 a
n 

im
pr

ov
em

en
t f

or
 th

at
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 lo
ca

tio
n 

an
d 

it 
co

ul
d 

be
 

44
ha

nd
le

d 
be

tte
r i

n 
m

y 
op

in
io

n 
in

 te
rm

s o
f i

t s
ho

ul
d 

be
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
fo

r i
nc

re
as

in
g 

th
e 

in
te

ns
ity

 
45

on
 th

e 
ac

tu
al

 m
ai

n 
M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r s
ite

.
46 47

PT
C
2.
28

PT
C
2.
29

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

81



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 3

5
of

 3
8

Th
e 

se
co

nd
 c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n 

fo
r a

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
is

 to
 re

ta
in

 a
ll 

or
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 1
95

9 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g 
1

an
d 

re
us

in
g 

th
at

 fo
r t

he
 S

ta
nf

or
d 

M
ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r c

lin
ic

 a
nd

 o
ff

ic
e 

as
 sh

ow
n 

in
 F

ig
ur

e 
5-

1.
2

It 
lo

ok
s l

ik
e 

th
e 

fo
ot

pr
in

t o
f S

H
C

 c
lin

ic
/o

ff
ic

e 
is

 in
 fa

ct
 th

e 
fo

ot
pr

in
t o

f p
ar

t o
f t

he
 e

xi
st

in
g 

3
bu

ild
in

g.
  P

er
ha

ps
 so

m
e 

of
 th

at
 c

an
 b

e 
re

us
ed

.  
It 

is
 n

ot
 c

le
ar

 th
e 

de
gr

ee
 o

f O
SH

PD
 

4
re

qu
ire

m
en

t f
or

 th
at

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
an

d 
w

he
th

er
 th

e 
19

59
 w

ou
ld

 in
 fa

ct
 sa

tis
fy

 th
at

 if
 it

 w
er

e 
5

ph
ys

ic
al

ly
 d

is
co

nn
ec

te
d 

or
 su

ita
bl

y 
co

nn
ec

te
d 

w
ith

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 e
ar

th
qu

ak
e 

pr
ep

ar
at

io
n 

6
te

ch
ni

qu
es

.
7 8

Th
e 

th
ird

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

th
at

 I 
th

in
k 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 is
 w

he
th

er
 so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
in

te
ns

ity
 th

at
 

9
is

 p
ro

po
se

d 
fo

r t
he

 H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 si

te
 o

r s
om

e 
of

 th
e 

in
te

ns
ity

 th
at

 is
 p

ro
po

se
d 

fo
r t

he
 

10
ex

is
tin

g 
co

m
pl

ex
 in

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
po

rti
on

 o
f t

hi
s m

ig
ht

 b
e 

sh
ift

ed
 to

 th
e 

ou
tb

oa
rd

 si
de

 o
f W

el
ch

 
11

R
oa

d.
  I

 d
on

’t 
th

in
k 

th
at

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
co

ns
id

er
ed

.  
Th

at
 is

 a
ll 

un
de

r t
he

 sa
m

e 
ow

ne
rs

hi
p 

of
 

12
St

an
fo

rd
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

.  
I r

ea
liz

e 
th

at
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

le
as

eh
ol

d 
is

su
es

 th
at

 m
ay

 b
e 

di
ff

er
en

t, 
bu

t i
n 

13
te

rm
s o

f i
f t

he
 id

ea
 is

 to
 su

pp
or

t c
om

m
un

ity
 p

hy
si

ci
an

s t
he

re
ar

e 
ce

rta
in

ly
 a

 lo
t o

f b
ui

ld
in

gs
 

14
al

on
g 

W
el

ch
 R

oa
d 

ou
tb

ou
nd

 th
at

 a
re

 su
ita

bl
e 

fo
r c

om
m

un
ity

 p
hy

si
ci

an
s. 

 I 
w

ou
ld

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 

15
w

an
t s

ui
ta

bl
e 

co
ns

id
er

at
io

n 
of

 p
la

ci
ng

 in
cr

ea
se

d 
in

te
ns

ity
 a

lo
ng

 th
e 

ou
tb

oa
rd

 o
f W

el
ch

 
16

R
oa

d 
as

 a
 p

ot
en

tia
l f

or
 a

 c
lin

ic
 b

ui
ld

in
g 

ra
th

er
 th

an
 p

la
ci

ng
 it

 o
n 

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 si

te
.  

17
So

 I 
th

in
k 

th
at

 is
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 w
or

th
w

hi
le

 c
on

si
de

rin
g.

18 19
W

e 
as

ke
d 

so
m

e 
qu

es
tio

ns
 la

st
 ti

m
e 

an
d 

I w
an

t t
o 

re
m

in
d 

th
em

 th
at

 c
om

e 
to

 m
in

d 
no

w
 so

 
20

w
e 

ca
n 

an
al

yz
e 

th
em

 b
ec

au
se

 th
ey

 a
re

 so
m

ew
ha

t r
el

ev
an

t t
o 

so
m

e 
of

 th
e 

is
su

es
.  

Fo
r n

ex
t 

21
m

ee
tin

g,
 n

ex
t m

ee
tin

g 
I t

hi
nk

 w
e 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
to

 ta
lk

 a
bo

ut
 tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n,

 is
 th

at
 ri

gh
t?

  
22

Th
er

ef
or

e 
w

e 
ne

ed
 to

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

a 
lit

tle
 b

it 
m

or
e 

ab
ou

t t
he

 W
el

ch
 R

oa
d 

rig
ht

-o
f-

w
ay

 a
nd

 
23

w
he

th
er

 it
 n

ee
ds

 to
 b

e 
w

id
en

ed
, a

nd
 w

he
th

er
 th

at
 w

ill
 im

pi
ng

e 
up

on
 th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
pa

rc
el

s 
24

th
at

 a
re

 u
se

d 
fo

r t
hi

s. 
 S

o 
th

is
 g

et
s i

nt
o 

th
e 

is
su

es
 th

at
 I 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
la

st
 ti

m
e 

ab
ou

t i
s t

he
 n

ew
 

25
D

ur
an

d 
W

ay
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 th
e 

flo
or

 a
re

a 
ra

tio
 c

al
cu

la
tio

n?
  P

er
ha

ps
 o

ne
 w

ay
 to

 d
ea

l w
ith

 th
is

 
26

is
 to

 h
av

e 
an

 e
xi

st
in

g 
pa

rc
el

 m
ap

 d
is

tri
bu

te
d 

to
 th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 a

nd
 m

ad
e 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
to

 th
e 

27
pu

bl
ic

 sh
ow

in
g 

th
e 

ex
ac

t s
qu

ar
e 

fo
ot

ag
es

 o
n 

ea
ch

 p
ar

ce
l a

nd
 h

ow
 th

at
 is

 u
se

d 
to

 c
om

pu
te

 
28

w
ha

t t
he

 p
ar

ce
l b

ou
nd

ar
ie

s a
re

, w
he

re
 th

e 
st

re
et

 ri
gh

t-o
f-

w
ay

s a
re

, a
nd

 h
ow

 th
at

 is
 u

se
d 

to
 

29
co

m
pu

te
 th

e 
ov

er
al

l f
lo

or
 a

re
a 

ra
tio

 c
al

cu
la

tio
n 

fo
r t

he
 e

nt
ire

 si
te

.  
I t

hi
nk

 th
at

 w
ill

 b
e 

30
he

lp
fu

l t
o 

lo
ok

 a
t. 

 P
ar

tic
ul

ar
ly

 si
nc

e 
th

e 
W

el
ch

 R
oa

d 
ou

tb
ou

nd
 p

or
tio

n 
is

 re
le

va
nt

 to
 th

is
, 

31
pa

rti
cu

la
rly

 o
n 

th
e 

la
nd

 th
at

 is
 a

dj
ac

en
t t

o 
D

ur
an

d 
W

ay
 it

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
he

lp
fu

l t
o 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 

32
w

ha
th

ap
pe

ns
 to

 th
os

e 
pa

rc
el

s a
nd

 th
e 

flo
or

 a
re

a 
ra

tio
 w

ith
 re

sp
ec

t t
o 

th
e 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 p
ar

ce
ls

 
33

th
er

e.
  A

ls
o,

 w
ith

 re
sp

ec
t t

o 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

th
e 

po
te

nt
ia

l f
or

 in
te

ns
ifi

ca
tio

n 
of

 W
el

ch
 R

oa
d 

34
of

 th
e 

ou
tb

ou
nd

 p
or

tio
n,

 u
nd

er
st

an
di

ng
 th

at
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

I t
hi

nk
 h

el
pf

ul
 a

s w
el

l.
35 36

I a
pp

re
ci

at
e 

th
e 

St
af

f a
nd

 th
e 

m
em

be
rs

 o
f t

he
 p

ub
lic

 a
nd

 th
e 

pe
op

le
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 

37
St

an
fo

rd
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r s
ta

yi
ng

 h
er

e 
la

te
.  

I r
ea

liz
e 

th
at

 w
e 

st
ar

te
d 

ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 
10

0 
38

m
in

ut
es

 la
te

r t
ha

n 
w

e 
or

ig
in

al
ly

 p
la

nn
ed

.  
I h

op
e 

th
at

 g
av

e 
yo

u 
an

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
ty

 to
ha

ve
 

39
di

nn
er

.  
I a

ls
o 

ap
pr

ec
ia

te
 th

e 
fa

ct
 th

at
 th

e 
pe

op
le

 fr
om

 th
e 

M
ed

ia
 C

en
te

r w
ho

 a
re

 v
id

eo
 

40
ta

pi
ng

 th
is

 a
nd

 b
ro

ad
ca

st
in

g 
it 

ha
ve

 st
ay

ed
 la

te
 to

 d
o 

th
is

 a
nd

 I 
th

an
k 

th
em

 fo
r t

ha
t.

41 42
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
.

43 44
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
I w

an
t t

o 
sa

y 
th

at
 v

is
ua

lly
 I 

re
al

ly
 li

ke
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t. 
 I 

th
in

k 
th

e 
45

to
w

er
s d

o 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 fo
r o

ur
 h

os
pi

ta
l, 

w
hi

ch
 v

er
y 

cl
ea

rly
 w

e 
do

n’
t h

av
e 

no
w

.  
I a

m
 

46
co

nc
er

ne
d 

ab
ou

t t
he

 sa
m

en
es

s o
f t

he
 v

is
ua

l q
ua

lit
y.

  I
 a

m
 h

op
ef

ul
 a

s t
he

 d
es

ig
n 

de
ve

lo
ps

 
47

th
at

 w
e 

w
ill

 g
et

 a
 li

ttl
e 

bi
t m

or
e 

di
st

in
ct

io
n 

in
 e

ac
h 

to
w

er
, k

ee
p 

th
e 

th
em

e 
of

 th
e 

gl
as

s, 
th

e 
48

PT
C
2.
30

PT
C
2.
31

PT
C
2.
32

PT
C
2.
33

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 3

6
of

 3
8

lig
ht

ne
ss

 p
er

ha
ps

, b
ut

 lo
ok

 a
t i

nt
ro

du
ci

ng
 so

m
et

hi
ng

 th
at

 b
re

ak
s u

p 
th

e 
in

st
itu

tio
na

l 
1

qu
al

ity
.  

2 3
I a

m
 n

ot
 re

al
ly

 h
ap

py
 w

ith
 th

e 
vi

su
al

 p
la

ce
m

en
t o

f t
he

 m
ed

ic
al

 o
ff

ic
e 

bu
ild

in
g,

 b
ut

 I 
do

n’
t

4
w

an
t t

o 
co

nv
ey

 th
e 

m
es

sa
ge

 th
at

 w
e 

ne
ed

 to
 k

ee
p 

si
te

 p
la

nn
in

g,
 a

nd
 d

es
ig

ni
ng

, a
nd

 p
us

hi
ng

 
5

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t o

ff
 a

no
th

er
 y

ea
r. 

 I 
th

in
k 

th
e 

su
gg

es
tio

ns
 th

at
 h

av
e 

be
en

 b
ro

ug
ht

 fo
rth

 to
da

y 
on

 
6

vi
su

al
 q

ua
lit

ie
s, 

an
d 

th
e 

ac
ce

ss
ib

ili
ty

 o
f v

ie
w

 c
or

rid
or

s, 
th

e 
co

nt
in

ui
ty

 o
f t

he
 la

nd
sc

ap
e,

 
7

pr
es

er
va

tio
n 

of
 m

em
or

ie
s t

ho
se

 c
an

 w
or

k 
w

ith
 th

e 
re

fin
em

en
t o

f t
he

 d
es

ig
n.

  I
 re

al
ly

 w
an

t 
8

to
 c

om
e 

fo
rth

 w
ith

 th
e 

id
ea

 o
f a

ll 
of

 u
s t

ha
t w

e 
ar

e 
in

 su
pp

or
t o

f t
hi

s g
re

at
 p

ro
je

ct
 a

nd
 w

e 
9

ho
pe

 th
at

 th
e 

su
gg

es
tio

ns
 th

at
 w

e 
ar

e 
m

ak
in

g 
w

ill
 m

ak
e 

it 
be

tte
r i

n 
te

rm
s o

f g
oi

ng
 fo

rth
 

10
fr

om
 th

is
 p

oi
nt

.  
N

ot
 lo

ok
in

g 
fo

r w
ay

s t
o 

w
hy

 d
on

’t 
yo

u 
try

 th
is

, o
r w

hy
 d

on
’t 

yo
u 

try
 th

is
, 

11
or

 w
e 

do
n’

t a
gr

ee
 w

ith
 th

at
, b

ut
 re

al
ly

 re
sp

ec
tin

g 
so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
re

so
ur

ce
s w

e 
ha

ve
, w

hi
ch

 I 
12

th
in

k 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 d

on
e 

a 
gr

ea
t j

ob
 in

 tr
yi

ng
 to

 d
o,

 b
ut

 a
ls

o 
in

 lo
ok

in
g 

at
 so

m
e 

of
 th

es
e 

13
pr

ob
le

m
 a

re
as

 th
at

 w
e 

ha
ve

 su
gg

es
te

d.
  T

ha
nk

 y
ou

.
14 15

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 T
an

ak
a,

 a
ny

th
in

g 
el

se
?

16 17
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 T
an

ak
a:

  Y
es

, I
 w

ou
ld

 ju
st

 li
ke

 to
 e

ch
o 

so
m

e 
of

 m
y 

fe
llo

w
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

s’
 

18
co

m
m

en
ts

.  
I t

hi
nk

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
 sa

ys
 it

 q
ui

te
 w

el
l, 

at
 le

as
t i

n 
m

y 
op

in
io

n,
 I 

19
th

in
k 

th
is

 is
 a

 p
ro

je
ct

 th
at

 v
is

ua
lly

 w
hi

le
 th

er
e 

w
er

e 
so

m
e 

is
su

es
 p

oi
nt

ed
 o

ut
 I 

th
in

k 
ov

er
al

l 
20

it 
lo

ok
s, 

at
 le

as
t f

ro
m

 m
y 

po
in

t o
f v

ie
w

, r
ea

so
na

bl
e.

  I
 h

op
e 

th
at

 a
s t

hi
s m

ov
es

 fo
rw

ar
d 

w
e 

21
ar

e 
ab

le
 to

 a
dd

re
ss

 so
m

e 
of

 th
es

e 
is

su
es

 a
nd

 th
is

 p
ro

je
ct

 is
 a

bl
e 

to
 m

ov
e 

fo
rw

ar
d.

  T
ha

nk
 

22
yo

u.
23 24

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 I 

th
in

k 
if 

th
er

e 
ar

e 
no

 o
th

er
 c

om
m

en
ts

.  
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r.

25 26
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 K
el

le
r: 

 T
ha

nk
 y

ou
.  

So
 o

ne
 o

f t
he

 th
in

gs
 in

 te
rm

s o
f t

hi
nk

in
g 

ab
ou

t 
27

al
te

rn
at

iv
es

 a
nd

 th
is

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 to
 d

o 
w

ith
 v

ie
w

s b
ec

au
se

 o
f h

ei
gh

t i
ss

ue
s, 

is
 in

 
28

te
rm

s o
f t

he
 re

du
ce

d 
si

ze
 a

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
it 

se
em

s t
o 

m
e 

th
at

 th
e 

on
e 

th
at

 m
ak

es
 th

e 
m

os
t s

en
se

 
29

is
 w

ha
t h

ap
pe

ns
 if

 y
ou

 lo
p 

on
e 

flo
or

 o
ff

 o
f t

he
 m

ai
n 

ho
sp

ita
l c

om
pl

ex
? 

 W
ha

t i
s t

he
 

30
im

pl
ic

at
io

n 
of

 th
at

 in
 te

rm
s o

f t
he

 n
um

be
r o

f h
os

pi
ta

l b
ed

s, 
th

e 
sq

ua
re

 fo
ot

ag
e,

 th
e 

im
pa

ct
s, 

31
an

d 
al

l o
f t

ho
se

? 
 T

ha
t s

ee
m

s t
o 

be
 th

e 
on

e 
th

at
 is

 si
m

pl
es

t t
o 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 w

ith
 re

sp
ec

t t
o 

32
de

si
gn

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

  I
 a

m
 n

ot
 su

re
 th

e 
de

gr
ee

 to
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

of
 re

du
ce

d 
si

ze
 is

 k
ey

 
33

to
 th

at
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 d
iv

is
io

n 
of

 si
ze

 im
pa

ct
.  

So
 I 

th
in

k 
th

at
 in

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 re

m
ov

in
g 

on
e 

flo
or

 is
 

34
an

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

th
at

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 sp
ec

ifi
ca

lly
 in

 te
rm

s o
f r

ed
uc

ed
 si

ze
.  

Th
an

k 
yo

u.
35 36

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 W

ith
 th

at
 w

e 
w

ill
 c

on
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

ite
m

.  
I w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 to
 th

an
k 

ev
er

yo
ne

 a
ga

in
 

37
fo

r t
he

ir 
pa

tie
nc

e 
an

d 
fo

r t
he

 la
te

 h
ou

r. 
 W

e 
w

ill
 se

e 
yo

u 
ne

xt
 w

ee
k.

  W
e 

w
ill

 c
lo

se
 th

is
 

38
ite

m
 a

nd
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 h
ea

rin
g.

  
39 40

W
e 

ha
ve

 a
 fe

w
 a

dm
in

is
tra

tiv
e 

th
in

gs
 to

 ta
ke

 c
ar

e 
of

.  
W

e 
ha

ve
 a

pp
ro

va
l o

f m
in

ut
es

 fo
r t

he
 

41
m

ee
tin

g 
of

 M
ay

 2
6.

  D
o 

I h
ea

r a
 m

ot
io

n 
to

 a
pp

ro
ve

 th
em

?
42 43

A
PP

R
O

VA
L 

O
F

 M
IN

U
TE

S:
  

M
ee

tin
g 

of
 M

ay
 2

6,
 2

01
0.

44 45
M

O
T

IO
N

46 47
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
So

 m
ov

ed
.

48

PT
C
2.
33

C
on

't

PT
C
2.
34

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

82



__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_
__

__
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
Al

to
Ju

ne
 9

, 2
01

0
Pa

ge
 3

7
of

 3
8

1
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 M
ov

ed
 b

y 
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

.  
A

 se
co

nd
 p

le
as

e?
2 3

SE
C

O
N

D
4 5

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 T

an
ak

a:
Se

co
nd

.
6 7

M
O

T
IO

N
 P

A
SS

E
D

(4
-0

-0
-3

, C
om

m
is

si
on

er
s F

in
eb

er
g,

 T
um

a,
 a

nd
 L

ip
pe

rt 
ab

se
nt

)
8 9

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 T
an

ak
a 

w
ill

 se
co

nd
.  

Th
an

k 
yo

u.
  A

ll 
th

os
e 

in
 fa

vo
r s

ay
 a

ye
.  

10
(a

ye
s)

  A
ll 

th
os

e 
op

po
se

d?
  T

he
 m

ot
io

n 
pa

ss
es

 u
na

ni
m

ou
sl

y 
w

ith
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

s T
an

ak
a,

 
11

M
ar

tin
ez

, G
ar

be
r, 

an
d 

K
el

le
r v

ot
in

g 
ye

a,
 a

nd
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

s F
in

eb
er

g,
 T

um
a,

 a
nd

 L
ip

pe
rt 

12
ab

se
nt

.
13 14

R
E

PO
R

TS
 F

R
O

M
 O

FF
IC

IA
LS

/C
O

M
M

IT
TE

E
S.

15 16
1.

A
pp

oi
nt

m
en

t o
f o

ne
 P

la
nn

in
g 

an
d 

Tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 m

em
be

r t
o 

th
e 

B
lu

e 
17

R
ib

bo
n 

In
fr

as
tru

ct
ur

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
.

18 19
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 R
ep

or
ts

 F
ro

m
 O

ff
ic

ia
ls

/C
om

m
itt

ee
s, 

w
e 

ha
ve

 th
e 

ap
po

in
tm

en
t o

f o
ne

 
20

Pl
an

ni
ng

 a
nd

 T
ra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 M

em
be

r t
o 

th
e 

B
lu

e 
R

ib
bo

n 
In

fr
as

tru
ct

ur
e 

21
C

om
m

is
si

on
.  

C
an

 y
ou

 sp
ea

k 
on

 th
at

? 
 S

ur
e.

22 23
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
I w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 to
 n

om
in

at
e 

ou
r C

ha
ir,

 D
an

 G
ar

be
r, 

to
 th

e 
B

lu
e 

24
R

ib
bo

n 
In

fr
as

tru
ct

ur
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

.
25 26

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

.  
I h

ad
 sp

ok
en

 w
ith

 th
e 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 D
ire

ct
or

 a
nd

 w
e 

ac
tu

al
ly

 d
o 

no
t 

27
ha

ve
 to

 n
om

in
at

e 
an

d 
vo

te
 o

n 
th

is
 a

pp
ar

en
tly

.  
Th

an
k 

yo
u 

fo
r t

he
 su

gg
es

tio
n 

an
d 

th
e 

vo
te

 
28

of
 w

ha
te

ve
r. 

H
ow

ev
er

, I
 w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 to
 su

gg
es

t t
ha

t w
e 

ha
ve

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 T

an
ak

a 
be

 o
ur

 
29

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

e 
in

 la
rg

e 
pa

rt 
be

ca
us

e 
of

 h
is

 in
vo

lv
em

en
t a

nd
 q

ue
st

io
ns

 th
at

 h
e 

ha
d 

w
he

n 
w

e 
30

re
vi

ew
ed

 th
e 

C
ap

ita
l B

ud
ge

t w
he

n 
it 

ca
m

e 
be

fo
re

 u
s. 

 If
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

 w
ou

ld
 

31
ac

ce
pt

…
32 33

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
:  

A
re

 y
ou

 d
ec

lin
in

g?
34 35

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r: 
 I 

am
 d

ec
lin

in
g.

  C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 T

an
ak

a,
 w

ou
ld

 a
cc

ep
t t

ha
t, 

pl
ea

se
?

36 37
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 T
an

ak
a:

  I
 w

ou
ld

, t
ha

nk
 y

ou
.

38 39
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 U
nl

es
s t

he
re

 a
re

 a
ny

 o
th

er
 su

gg
es

tio
ns

 w
e 

w
ill

 m
ov

e 
on

.
40 41

C
O

M
M

IS
SI

O
N

 M
E

M
BE

R
 Q

U
E

ST
IO

N
S,

 C
O

M
M

E
N

TS
, A

N
D

/O
R

 
42

A
N

N
O

U
N

C
E

M
E

N
TS

.
43 44

C
ha

ir 
G

ar
be

r:
C

om
m

is
si

on
 M

em
be

r Q
ue

st
io

ns
, C

om
m

en
ts

, a
nd

/o
r A

nn
ou

nc
em

en
ts

.  
45

C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 M

ar
tin

ez
 is

 th
e 

re
p 

to
 th

e 
C

ity
 C

ou
nc

il 
th

is
 m

on
th

.  
I a

m
 th

e 
re

p 
fo

r n
ex

t 
46

m
on

th
, a

nd
 th

en
 w

e 
ha

ve
 A

ug
us

t. 
 

47 48
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_

__
__

C
ity

 o
f P

al
o 

Al
to

Ju
ne

 9
, 2

01
0

Pa
ge

 3
8

of
 3

8

D
o 

w
e 

ha
ve

 a
 re

po
rt 

fr
om

 a
ny

 o
f t

he
 o

th
er

 m
ee

tin
gs

? 
 

1 2
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 M
ar

tin
ez

:  
A

 b
rie

f r
ep

or
t. 

 T
he

 C
ou

nc
il 

to
ok

 th
is

 it
em

 u
p 

af
te

r t
en

 o
’c

lo
ck

.  
3

A
fte

r S
ta

ff
 R

ep
or

ts
 a

nd
 c

on
su

lta
nt

 re
po

rt 
an

d 
I t

hi
nk

 2
1 

pu
bl

ic
 c

om
m

en
ts

 it
 w

as
 g

et
tin

g 
4

la
te

.  
Th

er
e 

w
er

e 
a 

fe
w

 c
om

m
en

ts
 b

y 
ab

ou
t h

al
f o

f t
he

 C
ou

nc
il 

an
d 

th
ey

 v
ot

ed
 to

 c
on

tin
ue

 
5

it 
to

 th
e 

ne
xt

 m
ee

tin
g.

6 7
N

E
X

T 
M

E
E

TI
N

G
:

Sp
ec

ia
l M

ee
tin

g 
on

 Ju
ne

 1
6,

 2
01

0 
at

 6
:0

0 
PM

8 9
C

ha
ir 

G
ar

be
r: 

 O
ka

y.
  A

ny
th

in
g 

el
se

? 
 It

 is
 1

0:
15

 a
nd

 w
e 

ar
e 

ad
jo

ur
ne

d.
10 11

A
D

JO
U

R
N

E
D

:  
10

:1
9 

PM
12 13

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

83



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-84

PTC 2. Planning and Transportation Commission, June 9, 2010  

PTC2.1 The commentor opposes the demolition of the Stone Building complex and proposes 
alternative uses for the existing structure.  Please Refer to Master Response 8 for the range 
of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to the proposed alternatives.   

PTC2.2 The commentors question the visual impacts that the new buildings at the Hoover Pavilion 
Site (the medical office building and the parking structure) would have on the Hoover 
Pavilion.  Impact CR-1, on pages 3.8-19 through 3.8-21, discusses the potential impacts of 
the SUMC Project on the Hoover Pavilion.  The analysis examines the impacts to the 
building, as well as the visual impacts due to the proposed new development.  The Draft 
EIR concludes that the proposed medical office building and the parking structure would be 
in close proximity to the Hoover Pavilion; however, significant views would be retained.  
In addition, several non-historic buildings already exist in the surrounding area; therefore, 
additional modern buildings would not further degrade the visual appearance of the Hoover 
Pavilion.   

 Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 5 for further discussion regarding the impacts of the 
new buildings under the SUMC Project at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  As discussed under 
Staff-Initiated Change 5, the proposed site plan would not obstruct views of the Hoover 
Pavilion to the extent that the Hoover Pavilion would no longer be eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) and National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP).   

PTC2.3 The commentor requests advanced notification for the removal of the trees at the SUMC 
Sites during construction.  Tree removal is likely to occur over various stages of the 
construction process, rather than all at one time.  The City of Palo Alto Tree Ordinance 
and the City’s Tree Technical Manual do not include policies or regulations that mandate 
the notification to surrounding communities of tree removal.  However, prior to large scale 
tree removal, the SUMC Project sponsors could post a notice of intent to remove the trees.  
The requirements for noticing the public about tree removal could be determined upon the 
issuance of a tree removal permit.   

PTC2.4 The commentors touch upon two issues in this comment: the visual quality analysis of the 
SUMC Project and the Village Concept Alternative.  It is important to distinguish between 
the SUMC Project as proposed and the Village Concept Alternative, which is presented in 
Section 5 of the Draft EIR, Alternatives.  Regarding the SUMC Project, as described on 
page 3.3-23 of the Draft EIR, there is a set of Standards of Significance on which the 
visual quality analysis is based.  There are six criteria listed.  The first criterion is whether 
the SUMC Project would degrade the existing character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings.  This is treated in terms of the appearance of the site, onsite massing, 
development of the site, and other onsite amenities.  The second criterion pertains to 
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impacts on public viewsheds, view corridors, and/or scenic resources.  This analysis 
addresses views particularly from scenic roadways as defined in the Comprehensive Plan.  
For example, Sand Hill Road is identified in the Comprehensive Plan as a scenic route.  
The Draft EIR also considered the El Camino Real Gateway, other heavily-traveled streets, 
and sensitive receptor residential areas.  After considering all of the potential vantage 
points, the vantage points with the greatest impacts were selected to depict simulations of 
the SUMC Project and are included in Section 3.3, Visual Quality, of the Draft EIR. 

 The other criterion in the Visual Quality Section examined violations of the Comprehensive 
Plan policies regarding visual resources.  All Comprehensive Plan policies are addressed in 
Section 3.2, Land Use, as they relate to the SUMC Project.  Therefore, when considering 
impacts to view corridors and viewsheds, the Visual Quality analysis examines the 
roadways and scenic resources that are identified in the Comprehensive Plan.  If a resource 
is not identified in the Comprehensive Plan, for example the Hoover Pavilion, then the 
Visual Quality analysis generally does not consider the impacts to this resource.  
Nonetheless, impacts on the Hoover Pavilion are discussed in the Cultural Resources 
section of the Draft EIR. 

 The commentor also questions bicycle and pedestrian linkages and whether these features 
are included in the Draft EIR.  Since the SUMC Project does not include bicycle and 
pedestrian linkages outside and in the vicinity of the SUMC Sites, these features are not 
analyzed in Section 3 of the Draft EIR.  However, bicycle and pedestrian linkages are 
included as part of the Village Concept Alternative, as described and analyzed in Section 5 
of the Draft EIR.  The linkages would serve to connect the SUMC Sites with Downtown 
Palo Alto, the Palo Alto Intermodal Transit Station (PAITS), and the Stanford Shopping 
Center, and the proposed housing sites under the Village Concept Alternative.  The impact 
analysis of the Village Concept Alternative is included on pages 5-195 through 5-228 of the 
Draft EIR.  The Draft EIR determined that the addition of pedestrian linkages would not 
further negatively impact visual character and views in the area.  The linkages could serve 
to enhance the visual experience for pedestrians and bicyclists.  

PTC2.5 The commentor questions how the vantage points in the Visual Quality Section were 
identified.  Figure 3.3-7 on page 3.3-25 of the Draft EIR provides a map of the five 
vantage points from which the SUMC Project simulations are depicted.  The selection of 
vantage points considered sensitive and heavily travelled viewer locations or roadways, and 
vantage points that were identified during the scoping process as areas of concern.    

PTC2.6 The commentor expresses concern that the analysis focuses on the selected vantage points.  
As described on pages 3.3-39, the selected vantage points also represent views from which 
the SUMC Project would be most visible and as such represent the worst-case impacts on 
views.  As such, it is appropriate for the focus of the analysis to be on the changes in views 
from the selected vantage points. 
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 The commentor also expresses concern that the visual analysis relies on the Architectural 
Review Board (ARB) review as mitigation, given the limited authority of the ARB.  As 
discussed on page 3.3-18 of the Draft EIR, the Architectural Review process requires a 
recommendation from the ARB.  Based on the recommendation of the ARB, architectural 
approval then is made by the Director of Planning and Community Environment, or by the 
City Council.  ARB recommendation will be forwarded to City Council for consideration.  
Architectural Review approval cannot be granted unless the SUMC Project would meet 
stringent criteria.  As stated in Municipal Code Section 18.76.020, neither the Director, 
nor the City Council, shall grant architectural review approval, unless findings are made as 
articulated on pages 3.3-19 and 3.3-20 of the Draft EIR.  For additional information, 
please see Responses PTC1.55 and PTC1.71. 

 Second, please see Master Response 11 for a discussion of the Planning and Transportation 
Commission’s (Commission) opportunity to review the ARB’s comments on the SUMC 
Project, including the SUMC Project’s Design Guidelines.  Also, it is appropriate as part 
of the EIR review process to comment on the range of alternatives, including the scope of 
the alternatives.  However, it should be noted that the formulation of project alternatives is 
based on (1) meeting the basic project objectives and (2) eliminating or reducing significant 
environmental impacts from the project.  

PTC2.7 The commentor asks if site plan issues can be tied back to Comprehensive Plan policies, 
and asks where comments regarding Design Guidelines and the Village Concept Alternative 
site plan can be made.  First, this EIR addresses SUMC Project consistency with currently 
adopted Comprehensive Plan policies.  As indicated in Table 3.2-2 of the Draft EIR, the 
SUMC Project would not conflict with applicable policies from the current Comprehensive 
Plan.  If the commentor is concerned about changing Comprehensive Plan policies to better 
address issues raised during this review process, the City is undergoing a Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment process, which is separate from this SUMC Project process.  However, 
this SUMC Project process will inform the Comprehensive Plan Amendment process. 

PTC2.8 The commentor questions if the analysis should acknowledge a cultural quality and visual 
quality to views of the Stone Building complex from Pasteur Drive, near the fountain.  The 
Draft EIR acknowledges the distinctive appearance of the Stone Building complex.  On 
page 3.3-5, the Draft EIR acknowledges, “The most visually distinctive structure in the 
Main SUMC Site is the 1959 Hospital Building complex (designed by Edward Durell Stone 
and thus also called the Stone Building complex)…  It should be noted that this complex is 
on the southern end of Pasteur Drive and is not visible from Sand Hill Road and residences 
along the road…”  Accordingly, while demolition of the Stone Building complex 
constitutes a significant effect to cultural resources, it does not constitute a substantial 
adverse effect on the usual character or quality of the Main SUMC Site and its 
surroundings.   
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 The commentor also indicates that there would be a loss in visual symmetry from Pasteur 
Drive due to the site plan.  As discussed on page 3.3-38 of the Draft EIR, compliance with 
the Architectural Review process would ensure that impacts on on-site visual character and 
quality (which includes visual symmetry) would be less than significant because the 
Architectural Review process would address massing, layout, landscaping, and 
architectural design impacts from the SUMC Project.  The Architectural Review process 
would consider, among other factors, whether the SUMC Project has a coherent 
composition and whether its bulk and mass are harmonious with surrounding development. 
The City Council would review the ARB recommendations and make findings, as 
appropriate, that the design promotes harmonious transitions in scale and character in areas 
between different designated land uses; the planning and siting of the various functions and 
buildings on the site create an internal sense of order and provide a desirable environment 
for occupants, visitors, and the general community; and the amount and arrangement of 
open space are appropriate to the design and the function of the structures. As such, with 
Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, the impact on visual symmetry from Pasteur Drive would be 
less than significant.   

PTC2.9 The commentor indicates that impacts on views from 100 Alma Street should be considered.  
The building at 100 Alma Street is located on the east side of Alma Street, which is east of 
El Camino Real.  El Camino Park, El Camino Real, the Stanford Shopping Center, and 
wooded open space are located between the SUMC Sites and 100 Alma Street.  Views of 
the SUMC Project would comprise a minor portion of views, and only from higher-level 
apartment units at 100 Alma Street.  Moreover, the SUMC Project would not be visible 
from the common open space area at ground-level of the 100 Alma Street property.  With 
Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, which would ensure that impact on views would be 
minimized, SUMC Project impacts on views from 100 Alma Street would be less than 
significant. 

PTC2.10 The commentor questions if it would be feasible to retain all or portions of the Stone 
Building complex.  Preservation of the Stone Building complex is evaluated as an SUMC 
Project alternative in Section 5 of the Draft EIR, Alternatives, as part of the Historic 
Preservation Alternative.  In order to reuse this building as clinics, medical offices, and for 
the SoM, certain demolitions, retrofits, and renovations would need to occur.  As described 
on pages 5-23 through 5-24 of the Draft EIR, the Historic Preservation Alternative would 
physically separate the Stone Building complex from the remaining hospital buildings such 
that it would no longer be considered part of the SHC Hospital for purposes of compliance 
with Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) requirements.  To 
accomplish the required physical separation, certain construction steps would need to be 
taken, including the demolition of the 1973 Core Expansion building and separation of 
utilities such that no utility lines would be allowed to run through the Stone Building 
complex to the HMP building.  In addition, the West, East, Core, and Boswell buildings 
would need to be retrofitted to house the clinics and medical offices and the Grant, Alway, 
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Lane, and Edwards buildings would need to be renovated to house the SoM.  As explained 
on pages 5-45 through 5-48 of the Draft EIR, this alternative would not meet the SUMC 
Project sponsors’ objectives of providing state-of-the-art facilities to deliver high quality 
health care.  For additional variations on reuse of the Stone Building complex, please see 
Master Response 8. 

PTC2.11 The commentor suggests intensifying the outboard portion of Welch Road and moving some 
(or all) of the medical office square footage proposed at the Hoover Pavilion Site to this 
site instead.  Please refer to Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in the 
Draft EIR and variations to the alternatives suggested by the commentors.   

PTC2.12 The commentor questions the SUMC Project site plan and the building that would replace 
the existing Stone Building complex.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion 
of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues. 

 The following is a description of the proposed site plan at the location of the existing Stone 
Building complex, as explained by the SUMC Project sponsors at the public hearing.  The 
Stone Building complex would be demolished, and would be replaced by the SHC 
clinic/medical office building, which would consist of four buildings connected by a center 
platform.  In addition, the clinic’s parking structure would be located underground at this 
site.  The areas surrounding the SHC clinic/medical office building would consist of the 
Dean’s Lawn and pathways and other connections between the SHC, LPCH, and SoM 
sites.1  The site plan in this area would be the same under the SUMC Project and the Tree 
Preservation Alternative.   

PTC2.13 The commentor questions the design of one of the parking structures at the SUMC Site and 
the Hoover Pavilion Site.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC 
Project design and other non-CEQA issues. 

 The following is a description of the parking garage proposed under the SUMC Project, as 
explained by the SUMC Project sponsors at the public hearing.  The parking structure at 
the corner of Pasteur Drive and Welch Road would minimize the visual impacts by 
providing landscaping on the roof, as well as a conference and wellness center on the top 
level.  The parking structure would be integrated with the base of the SHC Hospital 
building and would appear to connect as one building. 

 At the Hoover Pavilion Site, the parking structure, medical office building, and the existing 
Hoover Pavilion have been designed by the SUMC Project architect to be an ensemble of 
buildings.  The design focuses on the space in between the parking structure, the medical 
office building, and the Hoover Pavilion in order to break-up building massing.  In 

                                              
1  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, June 9, 2010. 
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addition, landscaping would be emphasized to make the Hoover Pavilion Site appear like 
the rest of the campus and integrate it with the surroundings.2 

PTC2.14 The commentor has concerns about the design of the main entrance to the Hoover Pavilion. 
The following is a description of the Hoover Pavilion entry, as explained by the SUMC 
Project sponsors at the public hearing.  The original design of the Hoover Pavilion building 
did not include Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) access and a flight of stairs was 
built to access the building from the second floor.  Therefore, in order to meet current 
ADA requirements, the primary access to the Hoover Pavilion building as part of the 
SUMC Project cannot be through the original entrance.  The SUMC Project has been 
designed to preserve, to the extent possible, the architectural character of the original 
building entrance and clean up the entry, restore the canopy over the entry, and make that 
the primary entry for the majority of the clinics.  As part of the new building design, a 
separate entrance is included for pediatricians who are community physicians with direct 
access from the street.3  The proposed changes to the main entry were minimized and as 
such do not threaten the NRHP or CRHR eligibility of the Hoover Pavilion.  Please refer 
to Staff-Initiated Change 5 for additional information about proposed renovations to the 
main entrance of Hoover Pavilion. 

PTC2.15 The commentor states that the City of Palo Alto substation and the Stanford Shopping 
Center parking garage already degrades views in the area of the Hoover Pavilion and 
suggests that mitigation be included as part of the SUMC Project in order to reduce the 
visual impacts of the substation.  The visual character of the Hoover Pavilion Site is 
described on page 3.3-6 of the Draft EIR.  Since the substation and Shopping Center 
parking garage are existing conditions and not new features proposed under the SUMC 
Project, mitigation to block the substation from view is not required by CEQA.  
Accordingly, the Draft EIR does not include a mitigation measure to improve existing 
visual quality at the substation.   

 In addition, the substation is owned and operated by the City of Palo Alto.  Therefore, 
beautification of this area is outside the control of the SUMC Project sponsors.  City staff 
have determined that planting trees at the edge of the substation, along Quarry Road, would 
be infeasible due to insufficient space between the sidewalk and the fence around the 
substation.  Additionally, the Palo Alto Utilities Department has expressed concern 
regarding the risk of tree canopies touching the overhead power lines.  The SUMC Project 
would retain the existing planting around the substation, which includes trees, shrubs, and 
ground cover planted along the Quarry Road side of the substation.4  As such, since the 
substation is an existing condition, and the SUMC Project would not further degrade the 

                                              
2  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, June 9, 2010. 
3  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, June 9, 2010. 
4  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 
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visual character in this portion of the Hoover Pavilion Site, landscape buffering of the 
substation is not warranted under CEQA. 

PTC2.16 The commentor requests that the proposed medical office building at the Hoover Pavilion 
Site complement the existing Hoover Pavilion building.  Please refer to Master Response 10 
for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.   

 The following is a description as to why this action would be undesirable.  The strategy of 
making the proposed medical office building match the Hoover Pavilion would not be 
consistent with a historically sensitive design approach.  The SUMC Project has been 
designed to be harmonious yet distinct from the original Hoover Pavilion.  As required by 
Municipal Code Sections 2.21 and 18.76.020(b), the SUMC Project has undergone 
preliminary Architectural Review and SUMC Project plans are being considered by the 
ARB and the Historic Resources Board (HRB).  The ARB and HRB have provided a 
significant amount of feedback on the design of the proposed buildings and both boards 
have generally been supportive of the design approach for the medical office building at the 
Hoover Pavilion Site.5 

PTC2.17 The commentor questions the exterior design concept of the SHC Hospital modules.  Please 
refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-
CEQA issues. 

 The following is a description of the SHC Hospital towers exterior, as explained by the 
SUMC Project sponsors at the public hearing.  The exterior of the SHC Hospital building 
(including the tower elements) would reflect the programmatic needs of the interior.  The 
first two floors of this building would contain large spaces with less daylight, which would 
be necessary for the imaging and emergency department areas.  To achieve this goal, the 
SUMC Project sponsors have attempted to create a strong horizontal base that is relatively 
equivalent to the 50-foot height limit that currently exists at the SUMC Sites.  The floor 
above the technology floors would contain large mechanical equipment to serve the 
functional needs of the first two floors and would be shielded by landscaping.  As such, the 
third floor would feature a garden that would conceal the mechanical equipment.  The 
upper stories, which would house patient rooms, would be enclosed in glass in order to 
allow for the maximum amount of natural light.  Therefore, the exterior of the building 
would consist of a heavy base of stone-like material, a gap for the garden and mechanical 
equipment, and light glass pavilions on top of the modules’ horizontal base.  There would 
be no exterior distinction between the SHC Hospital modules.6   

                                              
5  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 
6  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, June 9, 2010. 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-91

PTC2.18 The commentor is concerned about adequate interior lighting within the entrance of the 
SHC Hospital building.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC 
Project design and other non-CEQA issues. 

 The following is a description of the SHC Hospital building interior lighting, as explained 
by the SUMC Project sponsors at the public hearing.  The main entrance to the SHC 
Hospital building would feature an abundance of natural light in the atrium area, along with 
the main skylight.  There would also be openings to the garden on the third floor atrium.  
Therefore, the SHC Hospital building would allow for the maximum amount of natural 
light possible.7 

PTC2.19 The commentor requests a scale model of the Stone Building complex to be included in the 
design of the SUMC Project.  At this time, the SUMC Project sponsors do not anticipate 
installing a scale model of the Stone Building complex at the SUMC Sites.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.  

 In terms of retaining the history of the Stone Building complex, Mitigation Measures 
CR-1.2 through CR-1.4, as presented on pages 3.8-22 through 3.8-23 of the Draft EIR, 
would be required as part of the SUMC Project.  Mitigation Measure CR-1.2 requires 
HABS documentation with site-specific history, accurate mapping of all buildings, 
architecture descriptions, and photographic documentation.  As included in Mitigation 
Measure CR-1.3, all written and photographic documentation regarding the Stone Building 
complex would be submitted to applicable agencies.  In addition, Mitigation Measure CR-
1.4 requires the SUMC Project sponsors to install interpretive displays within the SUMC 
Sites that provide information to visitors and residents regarding the history of the Stone 
Building complex.  The displays, signs, and/or plaques would be installed in highly visible 
areas.  Therefore, although the SUMC Project would require the demolition of the Stone 
Building complex, these mitigation measures would lessen the significant and unavoidable 
impacts associated with the loss of this historic structure. 

PTC2.20 The commentor asks whether the tile motif of the Stone Building complex would be 
incorporated into the design of the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for 
a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.  See Response 
PTC2.19, above, for mitigation measures that would lessen the significant and unavoidable 
impacts on the Stone Building complex. 

 The decorative pattern on the exterior façade of the Stone Building complex has been 
recently used to create a textile pattern.  The SHC has used this textile pattern at the 
recently completed Vision Center and other Outpatient Clinics projects.8 

                                              
7  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, June 9, 2010. 
8  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-92

PTC2.21 The commentor questions how ARB review would address impacts on height and massing.   
As indicated on page 3.3-42 of the Draft EIR, the Architectural Review of the SUMC 
Project would consider, among other factors, whether the SUMC Project has a coherent 
composition and that its bulk and mass are harmonious with surrounding development.  
The ARB’s recommendations regarding these factors will be forwarded to the City Council 
for consideration.  The City Council would then review the recommendations and make 
findings, as appropriate, that natural features are appropriately preserved and integrated 
with the SUMC Project; the design promotes harmonious transitions in scale and character 
in areas between different designated land uses; and the planning and siting of the various 
functions and buildings on the site create an internal sense of order and provide a desirable 
environment for occupants, visitors, and the general community.  Implementation of 
Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 regarding the Architectural Review process would ensure that 
impacts on visual character and quality would be less than significant. 

PTC2.22 The commentor indicates that Comment PTC2.21 applies to the Hoover Pavilion, and 
suggests reallocating land and square footage to preserve views of the Hoover Pavilion. 
The Architectural Resources Group (ARG) prepared a study (included as Appendix Y of 
this document) that concludes that the construction of the new medical office building and 
parking structure would not significantly alter the physical characteristics that convey 
Hoover Pavilion’s historical significance such that it would no longer be eligible for 
inclusion in the National and California Registers.  Therefore, the SUMC Project would 
not result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of this historical resource and 
the impact under CEQA would be less than significant.  Please see Staff-Initiated Change 5 
for an expanded discussion of potential impact on views of the Hoover Pavilion.   

PTC2.23 The commentor suggests corrections to the history of Palo Alto and the SUMC Sites, as 
described in Section 3.8, Cultural Resources, of the Draft EIR.  As stated by the 
commentor, Palo Alto was incorporated in 1894 rather than 1892.  However, according to 
the City’s Comprehensive Plan, the original Hopkins Tract, also known as University 
Park, was included as a district in the original Town of Palo Alto.  Therefore, the 
description by the commentor is not entirely accurate.  Based on some of the suggestions 
by the commentor, the following text has been revised starting in fourth sentence of the last 
full paragraph on page 3.8-5 of the Draft EIR: 

The City of Palo Alto in Santa Clara County was founded in 1892 incorporated in 1894 
and lies on the historic land grants Rancho Rincón de la San Francisquito, Rancho de 
la Arroyo de San Francisquito, and Rancho San Francisquito.  The southern portion of 
present-day Palo Alto used to be part of the Town of Mayfield, which continued to 
develop as a separate town until its annexation to Palo Alto in 1925.14 

    

14   City of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan, Land Use and Community Design, 1998. 
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In addition, the commentor states that the Draft EIR should be reworded to implicitly state 
that the Palo Alto Hospital was the first hospital in the immediate vicinity.  Page 3.8-11 of 
the Draft EIR includes a description that states that the Hoover Pavilion was constructed in 
1930 to house the Palo Alto Hospital.  Later in the section, on page 3.8-14, the Draft EIR 
explains that the Stone Building complex was constructed in 1959 and 1963 for the joint 
Palo Alto-Stanford Hospital and Stanford University Medical School.  Although the Draft 
EIR does not specifically state that the Palo Alto Hospital was the first medical facility at 
the SUMC Sites, this fact is implied based on the dates provided in the Draft EIR.  
Therefore, no changes will be made to the Draft EIR. 

PTC2.24 The commentor has several questions regarding the historic status of the Stone Building 
complex and the Hoover Pavilion.  One question pertains to the City of Palo Alto Master 
List of Structures on the Historic Inventory.  The City of Palo Alto's Historic Inventory 
lists noteworthy examples of the work of important individual designers and architectural 
eras and traditions as well as structures whose background is associated with important 
events in the history of the City, State, or nation.9  However, none of the buildings at the 
SUMC Sites, including the Stone Building complex and the Hoover Pavilion, are listed on 
the Historic Inventory.  

 The Historic Building Inventory for Palo Alto was originally completed in 1979.  The 
survey was confined to the area of Oregon Expressway to the south, El Camino Real to the 
west, San Francisquito Creek to the north and east and including the College Terrance 
neighborhood.  This area does not include the Hoover Pavilion Site.  Although only a 
specific area of the City was surveyed, it was not intended to mean that there were no other 
significant buildings outside of the survey area.  For the purposes of the survey, the City 
simply decided to survey this specific area only.  The survey studied buildings built on or 
before 1940 and identified many of the most obvious landmarks in the City, including the 
shingled houses in what is now known as Professorville and commercial buildings in the 
Spanish Colonial Revival (or Early California) style and the works of several major 
architects.  The survey team emphasized architectural design over other aspects of 
historical importance.  In 1997, an update to the 1979 survey was completed in order to 
add additional sites to the inventory.  This survey area included the City limits and 
considered the Hoover Pavilion for listing.  However, the City eventually decided not to 
add the sites identified in 1997 to the inventory. 

 However, it is important to note that even though the City’s Historic Inventory does not 
include the buildings at the SUMC Sites, the Draft EIR considers the Stone Building 
complex and the Hoover Pavilion as historic resources for the purpose of the CEQA 

                                              
9  City of Palo Alto, Department of Planning and Community Environment, “Historic Inventory Category 

Information,” accessed on September 16, 2010 at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/news/ 
details.asp?NewsID=539&TargetID=209  
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analysis.  The fact that the Historic Inventory does not include these buildings does not 
change the impact analysis and conclusions in the Draft EIR.   

 The commentor also observes that the document states that since the Stone Building 
complex and the Hoover Pavilion are not on the City’s Historic Inventory List, there would 
be no conflict with the Comprehensive Plan.  Section 3.2, Land Use, includes Table 3.2-2, 
which provides a comparison of the SUMC Project to the Comprehensive Plan policies.  
The table lists the applicable historic preservation policies under the Comprehensive Plan 
and discusses how the SUMC Project would be consistent with these policies.  The Historic 
Inventory List is included in Policy L-51 of the Comprehensive Plan.  However, the 
inclusion of the Historic Inventory List in this policy pertains to residences listed on the 
inventory.  Therefore, even if the buildings at the SUMC Sites were included in the 
inventory, this portion of the policy would not be applicable.  Nonetheless, as stated above, 
none of the analyses in the Draft EIR base the conclusions on the City’s Historic Inventory 
List. 

 Table 3.2-2 considers whether the SUMC Project would be consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan’s historic resource preservation policies.  The SUMC Project would 
comply with Policy L-51 because it would encourage preservation of resources with 
historic merit by implementing Mitigation Measures CR-1.1 through CR-1.5.  The SUMC 
Project would not conflict with this policy since the policy encourages, rather than 
mandates, protection.  In addition, the SUMC Project would support the goals and 
objectives of the Statewide Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan (Policy L-54) and 
would promote the adaptive reuse of old buildings (Policy L-58).  Please see pages 3.2-14 
and 3.2-15 of the Draft EIR for further explanation.   

 The commentor asks if the Development Agreement should include review by the HRB 
regarding the changes to the Hoover Pavilion.  Review by the HRB of the Hoover Pavilion 
renovations has occurred and comments from the HRB are included in HRB1 of this 
section.  As such, the Development Agreement would not include a term that would 
mandate review by the HRB.    

 The commentor also questions the process for the HRB review.  Please refer to Master 
Response 11 for a detailed description of the City’s review process and the next steps in the 
EIR review.   

PTC2.25 The commentor states that the mitigation measures should last for the life of the proposed 
buildings rather than the life of the Development Agreement.  Per CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15126.4(a)(4)(B), mitigation measure must be roughly proportional to the impacts 
of the project.  The mitigation measures identified in this EIR vary; some measures would 
apply only during construction, other measures apply for the life of the project because the 
measures involve modifications to project design; other measures would need to be in 
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effect during project operation.  The mitigation measures identified in this EIR are 
appropriate.     

PTC2.26 The commentors ask why the Hoover Pavilion is not considered in the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan and Palo Alto Historic Inventory as an historical resource and 
whether the Comprehensive Plan and Palo Alto Historic Inventory can be amended to 
include this structure as a historical resource.  The City’s Comprehensive Plan is being 
updated under a separate process from the review of the SUMC Project.  This review of 
the SUMC Project will inform the separate Comprehensive Plan Amendment process, and 
staff will consider this comment on revising policies for the Hoover Pavilion as part of the 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment process.   

 However, as explained in Section 3.8 of the Draft EIR, Cultural Resources, the Hoover 
Pavilion is considered to be an historical resource for the purposes of the CEQA analysis.  
Although the building is not protected under the Comprehensive Plan or included on the 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory, studies were conducted to determine its historically 
significance.  Stanford University’s Director of Heritage Services and University 
Archaeologist evaluated the Hoover Pavilion and recommended that the building be 
considered eligible for listing on the CRHR under criterion 3 as an important example of 
pre-World War II hospital design.10  ARG, a consultant for the City, concurred with 
Stanford’s conclusion and stated that the building is also eligible for the NRHP under 
criteria A and C.11  As such, this EIR considers the Hoover Pavilion to be a significant 
historic resource. 

 The commentor states that the proposed medical office building at the Hoover Pavilion Site 
does not address the Quarry Road street frontage due to its orientation, and questions how 
to mitigate this issue.  The site plan’s orientation towards the Quarry Road street frontage 
is not a significant impact under CEQA that warrants mitigation.  It should be noted that 
the proposed site plan at the Hoover Pavilion Site retains the views of the Hoover Pavilion 
from the intersection of Quarry Road and El Camino Real.  Further, the buildings at the 
Hoover Pavilion Site have been grouped and oriented to create a courtyard area that would 
serve as an amenity to pedestrians, and would include an enhanced bus stop to encourage 
Marguerite shuttle use. 

PTC2.27 The commentor questions the circulation and access at the Main SUMC Site.  Please refer 
to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA 
issues.  

                                              
10  Jones, L., Cultural Resources and the Stanford University Medical Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project, 2007. 
11  Architectural Resources Group, Inc., Stanford University Medical Center Historic Resource Evaluation and 

Peer Review, 2009. 
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 The following is a description of the Main SUMC Site circulation and access, as explained 
by the SUMC Project sponsors at the public hearing.  The Stone Building complex is 
currently the termination of Pasteur Drive and is the main feature in this area.  However, 
under the SUMC Project, the SHC Hospital building would not be located at the end of this 
access.  The proposed SHC Hospital building’s primary entrance would be located to the 
east of Pasteur Drive; therefore, the SUMC Project sponsors intend to deemphasize the 
existing area as the termination and the main feature.  Under the SUMC Project, Pasteur 
Drive would continue to Quarry Road, to the west of the proposed SHC clinic/medical 
office building.  However, the extension would only be used by service vehicles, 
pedestrians, and potentially shuttles; the general public would not have vehicular access in 
this area.  In addition, the pedestrian and bicycle passage along the Promenade (a linkage 
between the proposed SHC Hospital building and the SHC clinic/medical office building) 
would connect the SHC, LPCH, and SoM.12 

PTC2.28 The commentor states that the importance of the Stone Building complex is not necessarily 
the building itself, but the events that took place there.  As such, the real importance of the 
site is to enable the continuation of research and ground-breaking procedures.  This 
comment concerns the merits of the SUMC Project and does not address the adequacy of 
the Draft EIR or the SUMC Project’s compliance with CEQA.  Please refer to Master 
Response 9 for a discussion of project and alternatives merit in the CEQA process.  

 In addition, the commentor suggests memorializing the Stone Building complex with a scale 
model or a play structure.  Please see Response PTC2.19, above. 

PTC2.29 The commentor requests that the Draft EIR consider and analyze an alternative that would 
not include construction, renovation, and increased intensity at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  
This suggestion is evaluated in Section 5 of the Draft EIR, Alternatives, as part of No 
Project Alternatives A and B, on pages 5-4 through 5-9.  Please Refer to Master Response 
8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to the proposed 
alternatives.   

PTC2.30 The commentor requests that the Draft EIR consider and analyze an alternative that would 
retain the Stone Building complex.  Preservation of the Stone Building complex is evaluated 
in Section 5 of the Draft EIR, Alternatives, as part of the Historic Preservation Alternative.  
Also, please refer to Response PTC2.10, above, and Master Response 8 for additional 
variations on reuse of the Stone Building complex. 

 In addition, the commentor notes that Figure 5-1 of the Draft EIR shows that portions of 
the Stone Building complex would be retained.  This is incorrect.  Figure 5-1 on page 5-19 
of the Draft EIR illustrates the site plan under the Tree Preservation Alternative, rather 

                                              
12  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, June 9, 2010. 
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than the Historic Preservation Alternative.  The white outline of the Stone Building 
complex is meant to show the existing buildings at the Main SUMC Site.  However, the 
proposed buildings, which are denoted by a tan color, are also included on this figure.  As 
the figure demonstrates, the proposed SHC clinic/medical building and the SoM FIM 
buildings would be constructed at the current location of the Stone Building complex.  As 
such, under the Tree Preservation Alternative, the Stone Building complex would be 
demolished.  Please note that Figure 5-1 in the Draft EIR has been replaced by Figures 
5-1a, b, c, and d, as shown in Staff-Initiated Change 6.  The Stone Building complex is not 
included in Figures 5-1 because there are no Protected Trees in that location that would be 
affected by the SUMC Project. 

PTC2.31 The commentor suggests intensifying the outboard portion of Welch Road and moving some 
(or all) of the medical office square footage proposed at the Hoover Pavilion Site to this 
site instead.  Please Refer to Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in 
the Draft EIR and variations on the alternatives suggested by the commentors.   

PTC2.32 The commentor questions if the square footages of the SUMC Project site plan includes the 
proposed roadway expansion of Durand Way and Welch Road reconfiguration.  The term 
“square footage” refers to the floor area within occupiable structures.  As such, square 
footage of roadway extensions are not included in the square footage calculations.  
However, the site acreage as defined on page 2-2 and other areas in the Draft EIR includes 
the areas in which roadway extensions are proposed.  The commentor is correct in saying 
that roadway extensions are not accounted for in determining floor area ratio (FAR), which 
means the maximum ratio of gross floor area on a site to the total site area.13 

 The commentor also points out that the proposed roadway expansion (Durand Way) and 
widening (Welch Road) would encroach on parcels both inboard and outboard of Welch 
Road, and asks how the encroachment would affect parking requirements and FAR at the 
affected parcels.  The encroachments would not affect existing structures, and since 
parking requirements are based on square footage the roadway expansions would not affect 
parking requirements of existing structures at the affected parcels.  However, the roadway 
expansions could reduce parcel size both inboard and outboard of Welch Road.  As such, 
the roadway expansions could increase existing FAR at each parcel.   

 As shown in Figure 5-1 and Table 5-1 (included in Response PTC1.11), the 
reconfiguration of Welch Road would encroach on properties located on both sides of the 
street.  However, encroachments would range from 0.01 to 0.47 acres and would comprise 
a minor impact on the overall acreage on the parcels.  Although the property at 900 Welch 
Road would have the largest reductions due to the construction of Durand Way 

                                              
13  City of Palo Alto Municipal Code, Chapter 18.04. 
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(approximately 0.47 acres), the parcels would still be able to accommodate the existing 
building at 900 Welch Road within the Medical Office and Research (MOR) FAR of 0.5.14   

 In addition, for a parcel map that depicts all parcels that comprise the SUMC Sites, please 
see Figure 5-2 (included in Response PTC1.57). 

PTC2.33 The commentors express concern regarding the design of the SHC Hospital modules and 
the medical office building.  These comments pertain to the design of the SUMC Project 
and do not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or the SUMC Project’s compliance with 
CEQA.  As required by Municipal Code Sections 2.21 and 18.76.020(b), the SUMC 
Project has undergone preliminary Architectural Review and SUMC Project plans are 
being considered by the ARB.  The SUMC Project design is still in progress and could 
continue to be altered.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC 
Project design and other non-CEQA issues.   

PTC2.34 The commentor suggests a reduced intensity alternative that would remove the top floor of 
the SHC Hospital building in order to reduce visual impacts.  Please Refer to Master 
Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to the 
proposed alternatives.   

                                              
14  Stanford University Medical Center, email correspondence to Whitney McNair, October 28, 2010. 
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Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-115

PTC 3. Planning and Transportation Commission, June 16, 2010 

PTC3.1 The commentor supports priority number five (satellite parking) as an alternative to 
Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 and states the Draft EIR does not adequately address the need 
for offsite parking and places too much reliance on the transportation demand management 
(TDM) measures.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for a discussion of the viability of 
Caltrain and measures that would be taken if the Hospitals do not achieve the mode split 
requirements in Mitigation Measure TR-2.3, which involves an enhanced TDM program.  
Please also see Master Response 2 for a discussion of remote parking. 

PTC3.2 The commentor states that rather than focusing on where SUMC employees live, the Draft 
EIR should consider how many employees would be served by Caltrain and benefit from the 
GO Pass.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for a discussion on the effectiveness of the 
GO Pass mitigation measure (Mitigation Measure TR-2.3), the desired mode split under 
this measures (which relates to how many employees would use the GO Pass), and 
measures that would be taken if the desired  mode split were not achieved. 

PTC3.3 The commentor states that the mitigation for traffic impacts relies heavily on Caltrain, but 
has concerns that Caltrain may not be in service in the future and suggests a contingency 
plan, such as offsite parking.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for a discussion of the 
viability of Caltrain and measures that would be taken if the desired mode split 
requirements in TR-2.3 were not achieved.  See Master Response 2 for a discussion 
regarding remote parking.   

PTC3.4 The commentor states that if the GO Pass is not satisfactory, the TDM program should be 
enhanced by leasing more than the 75 parking spaces suggested in the Draft EIR at the 
Ardenwood park-and-ride.  The requirement to use reasonable efforts to lease 75 parking 
spaces in the Ardenwood park-and-ride lot or an equivalent location is part of the enhanced 
TDM program under Mitigation Measure TR-2.3, not a measure implemented only if the 
GO Pass does not achieve the expected results.   

 The commentor also suggests that the number of leased spaces be based on the actual 
number of SUMC employees living in the East Bay, and suggests other areas for leased 
parking spaces.  Please see Master Response 1, which explains that the Hospitals would be 
required to use all reasonable efforts to lease parking spaces in the Ardenwood park-and-
ride lot, or at an equivalent lot, at the east end of the Dumbarton Bridge to allow East Bay 
employees to park at the park-and-ride lot and board the U-Line to reach the SUMC.  
Also, the GO Pass mitigation measure reduces significant impacts on intersection LOS by 
achieving a certain Caltrain usage rate, rather than by providing Caltrain service to every 
employee who lives in the East Bay. As such, it would not be appropriate to base the leased 
parking provision on the actual number of SUMC employees living in the East Bay.     
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 Lastly, the commentor indicates that Stanford’s numbers on where SUMC employees live 
appear unused in the EIR.   Stanford’s numbers on where SUMC employees live were used 
in the EIR, including analysis of the GO Pass, as shown in Appendix H of the 
Transportation Impact Analysis (Appendix C to the Draft EIR). 

PTC3.5 This commentor encourages the construction of two mini-transit centers and states Stanford 
should pay the complete cost of these centers.  The SUMC Project sponsors would provide 
enhanced bus stops at the new SHC and Hoover Pavilion Site.  Please refer to Staff-
Initiated Change 1 for a revised discussion on the enhanced bus stops. 

PTC3.6 The commentor references the trip distribution map on page 3.4-48 of the Draft EIR and 
states that there should be an incentive, such as remote parking, for traffic to access the 
SUMC Sites from I-280.  As shown in this graphic, the vast majority of regional traffic is 
expected to access the SUMC Project from the east, exiting off US 101 and then sifting 
westward through Palo Alto neighborhoods.  Please refer to Master Response 2 for a 
discussion of the feasibility and effectiveness of remote parking.  

PTC3.7 The commentor states the mitigation measures for the SUMC Project traffic impacts, such 
as GO Pass mitigation, rely on several factors outside the control of the SUMC Project 
sponsors.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for a discussion of the effectiveness of the 
GO Pass.  

PTC3.8 The commentor supports off-site parking served by the Marguerite shuttle and requests that 
the SUMC Project sponsors consider running Marguerite-type buses from San Francisco, 
Fremont, and other areas.  The intent of the TDM mitigation measure (Mitigation Measure 
TR-2.3) presented on pages 3.4-67 through 3.4-68 of the Draft EIR is to increase Caltrain 
ridership from a current level of 3.6 percent for hospital employees to 15.8 percent, which 
would result in a reduction of approximately 500 vehicle trips in the AM and PM Peak 
Hours.  Remote parking would not be required, except at the Ardenwood Park-n-Ride Lot 
as required under revised Mitigation Measure TR-2.3.  In addition, please refer to Master 
Response 2 for discussion regarding remote parking and the viability of expanding shuttle 
services.  

PTC3.9 The commentor states that the City of Palo Alto has been successful with off-site parking 
lots due to the Marguerite shuttle service connections.  Remote parking lot information is 
contained in Appendix K of the Transportation Impact Analysis (Appendix C of the Draft 
EIR).  Please refer to Master Response 2 for additional information regarding remote 
parking. Please refer to Master Response 1 for information about the viability of Caltrain. 

PTC3.10 The commentor states that if Caltrain ceases to provide service, then the Marguerite shuttle 
service would need to be expanded.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for information 
about the viability of Caltrain. 
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PTC3.11 The commentor asks if the parking and transportation analysis presented in the Draft EIR 
has been revised since it was first presented to the Commission, which included the 
Stanford Shopping Center Project. The analysis included in the Draft EIR is based on the 
SUMC Project as currently proposed, without the Stanford Shopping Center expansion.  
The City of Palo Alto Travel Demand Forecasting Model was revised to include some 
assumed growth at the shopping center as part of the background future development, but 
is not included as part of the proposed SUMC Project.   

PTC3.12 The commentor asks whether the background increase in population has a significantly 
larger impact on the transportation network than the SUMC Project itself.  Please see 
Master Response 3 for a discussion on background population growth.  

PTC3.13 The commentor states that the significance criteria for impacts in Menlo Park are much 
more stringent than in Palo Alto and suggests that the Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
analysis incorporate Menlo Park’s thresholds into the Palo Alto significance thresholds.  
As stated by the commentor, the Menlo Park significance criteria for impacts on residential 
arterials is much more restrictive than Palo Alto’s. However, changing the standards of 
significance for traffic impacts in the City of Palo Alto is beyond the scope of this EIR.  As 
discussed in Section 3.4 of the Draft EIR, Transportation, the Menlo Park standards of 
significance were applied to those roadways in Menlo Park.  Please see Master Response 
11 for a discussion about the City of Palo Alto’s Comprehensive Plan Amendment and how 
its schedule is not applicable to the SUMC Project. 

 The commentor continues by stating that that Figure 3.4-2 of the Draft EIR does not show 
the Homer Avenue undercrossing.  Figure 3.4-2 on page 3.4-20 of the Draft EIR has been 
updated to show the Homer Avenue undercrossing.  See Staff-Initiated Change 2 and 
Appendix T of this document for the revised figure. 

 The commentor also asks if the mitigation measures proposed in the Draft EIR would 
reduce the 766 AM Peak Hour and 746 PM Peak Hour trips.  Two of the mitigation 
measures would reduce traffic volumes.  The GO Pass (see revised Mitigation Measure 
TR-2.3 in Master Response 1) would reduce Peak Hour traffic by approximately 500 
vehicle trips in each Peak Hour.  The construction of bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings 
(Mitigation Measure TR-2.2 page 3.4-67 of the Draft EIR) at Everett Avenue and Middle 
Avenue would reduce Peak Hour traffic by approximately 25 vehicle trips in each Peak 
Hour.   

PTC3.14 The commentor questions if SUMC employee residential zip code data is available and if it 
is factored into the traffic model.  The SUMC Project sponsors have zip code data for all 
employees, which was used to determine the trip distribution in the TRAFFIX model.  
Appendix L of the Draft EIR includes SUMC employees by city of residence.   
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PTC3.15 The commentor questions how the GO Pass would be administered and states that a 10 
percent shift in mode split to transit would be significant.  Please see Master Response 1 
for the discussion of the administration of the GO Pass and effectiveness of the GO Pass 
mitigation measure.    

PTC3.16 The commentor questions whether LOS F at an intersection would be realized where people 
commute at another time or find another way to get there.  LOS describes how traffic is 
flowing, as described on page 3.4-11 of the Draft EIR.  LOS A indicates little or no delay, 
where all traffic would flow through a signalized intersection on the next signal cycle from 
when they arrived.  LOS D indicates long traffic delays, wherein vehicles may need to wait 
through two signal cycles to flow through the intersection.  LOS F indicates extreme traffic 
delays with intersection capacity exceeded, such that most vehicles would not flow through 
the intersection on the first signal cycle and would need to wait for the second cycle, or 
possibly the third.  When traffic reaches a certain level, at LOS E and LOS F, motorists 
tend to find alternative routes, alternative modes, or alternative travel times.  As noted in 
Table 3.4-6 on page 3.4-16 of the Draft EIR, the volume to capacity ratios (V/C) are 
nearly all less than 1.0.  Once traffic reaches a certain level, it cannot go higher and must 
be accommodated in another way.   

PTC3.17 The commentor states that it is not uncommon on the Peninsula to use Caltrain to go 
Redwood City or San Jose or to drive to the Dumbarton Express and use it to cross the Bay 
and access the SUMC.  As the commentor states, many people use Caltrain for their 
commute on the Peninsula.  In addition, the Ardenwood park-and-ride lot was recently 
expanded to accommodate the commuters who park their vehicles at the park-and-ride and 
use the Dumbarton Express or the U-Line to reach the Stanford campus or other locations 
such as the VA hospitals, downtown Palo Alto, and Stanford Research Park.     

PTC.18 The commentor asks if LOS conditions are controlled more by signalization, traffic speeds, 
and safety rather that the LOS rating of A through F.  LOS designations differ for 
intersections and for freeway segments.  LOS for intersections is based on overall delay, 
which includes factors such as signal timing, phasing, the volume of traffic, and bicycle 
and pedestrian volumes.  LOS A represents very little delay to individual vehicles.  At LOS 
A, when the signal turns green, all vehicles would be able to traverse the intersection.  At 
LOS F, when the signal turns green, several vehicles at the back of the queue would not be 
able to traverse the intersection and would have to wait for the next signal cycle.  In that 
sense, travel speeds are lower because of the delay at an intersection.   

 LOS for a freeway segment is based on density and density is a function of travel speed. At 
LOS A on a freeway, the driver is free to drive at almost any speed and is free to change 
lanes at will.  At LOS F on a freeway, the speeds are highly variable from 0 to 35 miles 
per hour (mph) and back to 0 mph.  Changing lanes is very restrictive because of the other 
vehicles on the road. 
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PTC3.19 The commentor asks why the drive alone percentage for Stanford University employees is 
about 56 percent and for SUMC employees it is about 77 percent.  The commentor also 
states 15.6 percent of University employees are GO Pass participants and 3.6 percent of 
SUMC employees are Caltrain riders. Please refer to Master Response 1 for a complete 
discussion of the mode split assumptions. 

PTC3.20 The commentor states that zip code 94303 is in both Palo Alto and East Palo and this fact 
needs to be properly accounted for in the analytic models.  The SUMC Project application 
provides cities where SUMC employees live, and further divides these locations by zip 
codes.  Several zip codes traverse more than one jurisdiction and this is considered in the 
employee zip code analysis.  The zip code data from the application is provided as 
Appendix L of the Draft EIR, which shows that 124 SUMC employees who live in the 
94303 zip code are from Palo Alto and 158 SUMC employees who live in the 94303 zip 
code are from East Palo Alto.  Therefore, Appendix L of the Draft EIR makes a distinction 
between the two cities, although they share the same zip code.   

 The zip code information for place of residence of the SUMC employees was used to 
establish the trip distribution for additional traffic that would occur from the SUMC 
Project.  Traffic was assigned to logical streets based on the location of the zip code.  A zip 
code shared by two jurisdictions does not change the travel path of traffic attracted to that 
zip code. 

PTC3.21 The commentor asks how many Stanford employees participate in the GO Pass program on 
a daily basis.  Data provided by the SUMC Project sponsors for 2006 show that out of the 
11,000 Stanford University employees, 9,400 are eligible for a GO Pass.  The mode split 
to Caltrain is 15.8 percent.  Therefore, approximately 1,740 employees may use Caltrain 
on a daily basis.  Adjusted for vacations and other absences, about 1,390 employees use 
Caltrain on a daily basis, or for two-way travel, 2,780 daily one-way trips.  By 
comparison, Caltrain currently has approximately 37,000 total daily trips (boardings) as 
reported in the February 2010 Ridership Counts.   

 Also, the commentor asks for the projected number of SUMC Project employees that would 
use the GO Pass, and asks for the number of people who get on and off the trains at the 
Palo Alto Intermodal Transit Station (PAITS).  The commentor questions the usage of the 
GO Pass, and it projected effectiveness in mitigating SUMC Project impacts.  Please see 
Master Response 1 for a discussion of the effectiveness of the GO Pass.  The Hospitals are 
projected to employ 10,615 workers in 2025.  The GO Pass mitigation measure requires 
that the Hospitals achieve a mode split equal to the University (15.8 percent).  This 
requirement would add about 1,680 daily Caltrain riders, or 1,345 adjusted for absences.  
The current average daily number of boardings and alightings for PAITS is 3,905 
boardings and 4,013 alightings.   
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PTC3.22 The commentor questions the assumptions for cumulative growth.  As discussed on page 
3.4-85 of the Draft EIR, the project-level LOS analysis accounts for cumulative growth 
through 2025 because the growth was incorporated into the City of Palo Alto Travel 
Demand Forecasting Model.  As explained on page 3.1-6 of the Draft EIR, the City of 
Palo Alto Travel Demand Forecasting Model projects increases in traffic in 2015, 2025, 
and 2030 based on forecasted growth within Santa Clara County and San Mateo County.  
The key inputs to the model are the estimated growth in commercial and residential 
development, and the planned and programmed infrastructure improvements (roads, public 
transit, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities) that would occur between the existing and future 
years.  As warranted under CEQA, the cumulative analysis should identify the cumulative 
impact of the SUMC Project plus other future growth as projected in the model, then 
identify and mitigate as warranted the SUMC Project’s contribution or portion of the 
cumulative impact.  This cumulative analysis is accomplished in the project-level analysis, 
as indicated on page 3.4-85 of the Draft EIR.  While growth in other parts of the Stanford 
University has been included as part of the cumulative impact, it would be inappropriate to 
account for other Stanford University growth as part of the SUMC Project impact or 
SUMC Project contribution to cumulative impacts.  Also, please refer to Master Response 
3 for a further discussion of background growth for the transportation analysis. 

PTC3.23 The commentor questions the growth assumptions under the cumulative analysis of 
construction-period impacts, and questions the geographic context for cumulative analysis.   
The cumulative scenario can vary depending on the nature of the impact.  For the 
cumulative analysis of construction-period impacts, the analysis appropriately considers 
other construction activities that could occur concurrently with the construction of the 
SUMC Project.  This construction-period cumulative scenario differs from the operational 
cumulative scenario, which examines future traffic conditions as projected in the City of 
Palo Alto Travel Demand Forecasting Model.  Contrary to the commentor’s statement, the 
geographic context for the cumulative scenario is not restricted to the SUMC Sites, in 
either the construction or operational impact analyses.   As stated on page 3.4-85 of the 
Draft EIR, the geographic context for the analysis of cumulative construction-period 
transportation impacts (as well as the LOS analysis) is the Study Area for the transportation 
analysis (see page 3.4-2 of the Draft EIR).  The geographic context for the analysis of 
cumulative transit impacts is the service areas of the major transit services serving the 
SUMC Sites; these areas generally include San Mateo County and Santa Clara County.  
Please refer to Master Response 3 for a further discussion of the cumulative transportation 
analysis.  In addition, please refer to Master Response 4 for discussion of construction 
traffic.  

PTC3.24 The commentor expresses concern regarding the Draft EIR’s reliance on public transit and 
questions what would happen if Caltrain, Santa Clara Valley Transit Authority (VTA), San 
Mateo County Transit District (SamTrans), and Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District (AC 
Transit) either shut down or cut service.  All transit agencies are currently experiencing 
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financial difficulties.  There would be considerable changes to regional commuting 
behavior if all transit agencies discontinued or substantially reduced operations.  Given the 
high volume of ridership, it is not likely that the transit services would cease to exist.  
More likely, the cutbacks would occur outside of the Peak Hours when most employee 
trips take place.  In the very unlikely event that transit services in the region were to shut 
down or substantially reduce operations, regional solutions would be needed to address the 
needs of the high volume of ridership.  Such regional solutions are outside of the control of 
individual project sponsors.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for discussion of the 
viability of Caltrain and stapes to be taken if desired mode splits were not achieved through 
the GO Pass mitigation measure. 

 Another commentor provides information regarding Caltrain ridership at the PAITS for 
2006 and indicates that commuters who live closer to Palo Alto than San Francisco would 
not take Caltrain.   Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 1 for 2010 statistics.  As noted in 
Response PTC3.21, above, Stanford University employees account for approximately 
1,400 of these riders.  Please also see Master Response 1 for a discussion of the 
effectiveness of the GO Pass mitigation measure. 

PTC3.25 The commentor raises issues regarding cut-through traffic through the Downtown North 
and College Terrace neighborhoods.  Section 3.4, Transportation, of the Draft EIR 
considers the Downtown North neighborhood and analyzes intersections #19 (Middlefield 
Avenue/Lytton Avenue) and #20 (Middlefield Avenue/University Avenue).  Although 
Webster Street is not studied in the Draft EIR, both Hawthorne Avenue and Everett 
Avenue are included in the analysis.  Even though, as the commentor points out, turning 
movements directly onto Hawthorne Avenue and Everett Avenue are not possible from 
Middlefield Road and Alma Street during peak commute times, there are other routes that 
can be used.  As shown on Table 3.4-20 on page 3.4-71 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC 
Project would not have a significant impact on the two main Downtown North streets that 
are analyzed.  Based on these results, no significant impact would be expected to occur on 
Webster Street.   

 In terms of College Terrace, a detailed analysis is not included in the Draft EIR since 
traffic calming measures have already been implemented that control cut-through traffic.  
No significant impact from the SUMC Project would be expected to occur in College 
Terrace.  The intersection of California Avenue and El Camino Real is included in the 
transportation analysis, which indicates that no significant impacts would occur at this 
intersection. 

PTC3.26 The commentor notes that, according to the SUMC Project site plan, Pasteur Drive does 
not allow automobile access or connection to Quarry Road or Campus Drive West.  The 
SUMC Project sponsors specifically do not propose an automobile connection between 
Pasteur Drive to the extension of Quarry Road or to Campus Drive West in an effort to 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-122

discourage cut-through traffic.  A roadway would be constructed, but it would not be open 
to public traffic.  Please refer to Master Response 5 for the discussion of the connection 
between Pasteur Drive and Roth Way.  

PTC3.27 The commentor questions whether the daily and Peak Hour trips included in the 
presentation reflect Existing Conditions or the 2025 No Project conditions.  The slide at the 
presentation showed the 2025 SUMC Trip Generation for the SUMC Project.  Before 
mitigation, the SUMC Project would generate 10,061 new daily trips, 766 new AM Peak 
Hour trips, and 746 new PM Peak Hour trips.  These trips represent the estimated newly-
generated traffic from the SUMC Project in 2025 when the SUMC Project is completely 
built and occupied.  However, the trip counts do not account for any trip reduction 
associated with the mitigation measures presented in the Draft EIR. 

PTC3.28 The commentor refers to page 3.4-27 of the Draft EIR and asks whether bike sharing could 
be included in the TDM program, as explained on page 3.4-27 of the Draft EIR, and would 
if it would mitigate some of the impacts.  Please refer to Master Response 2 for a 
discussion of the bike-sharing program. 

PTC3.29 The commentor states that Mitigation Measures TR-1.4 and TR-1.5 should be expanded to 
reflect local conditions and requests a plan to restrict certain truck deliveries.  Mitigation 
Measure TR-1.4 restricts deliveries from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and from 4:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m.  Mitigation Measure TR-1.5 restricts truck deliveries to designated routes in 
Palo Alto, Menlo Park, and East Palo Alto.  The language in these mitigation measures is 
typical for large construction projects in Palo Alto.  Please refer to Master Response 4 for 
a discussion of construction traffic. 

PTC3.30 The commentor states that it would be helpful to understand the zip code location of the 19 
percent of university employees who use Caltrain.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for a 
discussion of the SUMC employee residence data and the effectiveness of the GO Pass 
mitigation measure. 

PTC3.31 The commentor asserts that cut-through traffic would increase proportionately with delay 
rather than background traffic.  Travel paths, either on arterial streets or cutting through 
residential neighborhoods, is based on minimizing delay or total travel time.  If Existing 
Conditions had LOS A, LOS B, or LOS C conditions, and the future had mostly LOS E 
and LOS F conditions, then the increase in cut-through traffic would be exponential.  
However, the Existing Conditions in the specified streets in Downtown Palo Alto are not 
LOS A, LOS B, or LOS C, but rather LOS E and LOS F.  Therefore, while the increase in 
cut-through traffic may not be entirely linear, it is closer to a proportionate increase than 
would be the case if acceptable traffic operations currently occurred.   

 Additionally, the commentor states that people turn left from Alma Street into Downtown 
North from Menlo Park.  As stated by the commentor, some drivers ignore the turn 
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restrictions in place on Alma Street that prohibit vehicles from turning either left or right 
from Alma Street onto Everett Avenue or Hawthorne Avenue.  However, this is an existing 
enforcement issue rather than an environmental impact resulting from the SUMC Project.  

PTC3.32 The commentor states that for every car that the SUMC Project adds to the existing 
baseline, another car should be taken off, resulting in no net new trips.  Please refer to 
Master Response 2 for a discussion of a No Net New Trips requirement.  

PTC3.33 The commentor states that traffic is cutting through the Downtown North neighborhood and 
that traffic signals on Lytton Avenue and Hamilton Avenue should be timed and that these 
streets should be reconfigured to be one-way. Willow Road, Middlefield Road, and Lytton 
Avenue are highly-used routes and the travel pattern from Willow Road to Middlefield 
Road to Lytton Avenue is considered in the Draft EIR transportation analysis.  The concept 
of tying the traffic signal timing to the desired speed is also an approach that has been used 
in other jurisdictions.  This approach works best if the signal progression is in one 
direction only, as described by the commentor.  In addition, a one-way street system 
advances the implementation of this concept.  Changing Lytton Avenue and Hamilton 
Avenue to a one-way pair has been previously discussed, but a separate study and 
community involvement process would be necessary to make this conversion.  Such a study 
is beyond the scope of this EIR because, with the identified mitigation, the SUMC Project 
would not result in significant impacts to intersections or roadway segments in Palo Alto.   

PTC3.34 The commentor questions the mode split goal for the GO Pass and the increase from the 
current mode split.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for a discussion of the effectiveness 
of the GO Pass mitigation measure.   

PTC3.35 The commentor supports the use of transit for SUMC employees and requests a colored 
map that shows employee residential data rather than a table by zip code (as included in 
Appendix L of the Draft EIR).  Provision of GO Passes to Hospital employees is expected 
to change the drive alone mode split from 77.1 percent to 64.9 percent.  The locations of 
employee residences outside the Bay Area were not used in the GO Pass Analysis.  
Appendix H of the Transportation Impact Analysis (Appendix C of the Draft EIR) provides 
a map that shows University versus Hospital employees by zip code location, along the 
Peninsula.1  

PTC3.36 The commentor suggests increasing parking fees and offering the GO Pass to Shopping 
Center employees to attain or exceed the desired mode split.  Please see Master Response 1 
regarding effectiveness of the GO Pass mitigation measure and additional steps to be taken 
if required mode splits were not achieved.  The SUMC currently charges for parking.  If 
that parking fee was increased, then it may cause a shift in travel patterns to alternative 

                                              
1  Fehr & Peers, memorandum: Analysis of Go Pass Program for Hospital Employees, Figure 4, September 

22, 2008. 
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modes, as suggested by the commentor.  However, a fee increase may also cause drivers to 
park at the Stanford Shopping Center or in residential neighborhoods, creating a parking 
enforcement issue.  In addition, the SUMC needs to remain competitive with surrounding 
hospitals and a parking fee that is too high may discourage employees from working at the 
SUMC.   

 It is uncertain whether the Hospitals could achieve Caltrain usage greater than a 15.8 
percent mode split.  Stanford University has experienced an increase in Caltrain use from 
15.8 percent in 2006 to over 19 percent currently.  Because more Hospital employees than 
University employees live in a city served by Caltrain, it is possible that a modal split to 
Caltrain greater than 15.8 percent can be achieved.  However, until GO Passes are offered 
to hospital employees, the rate of usage cannot be predicted with precision.  The 15.8 
percent mode split identified in the Draft EIR is a reasonable goal.   

 GO Passes must be purchased for all eligible employees, those who work 20 hours or more 
and do not live on campus.  GO Passes cannot be purchased or transferred to other entities 
or individuals.  

PTC3.37 The commentor would like clarification on how traffic impacts climate change and further, 
how the proposed traffic mitigation reduces carbon emissions.  The combustion of fossil 
fuels results in the emission of various chemicals including carbon dioxide, methane, and 
nitrous oxide (all greenhouse gases).  Therefore, whenever vehicles engines are on, they 
contribute to climate change impacts.  The amount of greenhouse gas emitted is dependent 
on time idling, as well as the speed and length of time in motion.  When vehicles are 
replaced with other modes of transportation, greenhouse gas emissions are reduced because 
although the buses, shuttles, and/or trains may be producing greenhouse gas as well, the 
quantities are significantly lower than if every passenger were in their own vehicle.  The 
mitigation measures presented in the Draft EIR provide various ways in which to reduce 
the number of single occupancy vehicles on the roads.  This is accomplished by either 
replacing them with non-motorized modes of transportation or by mass transit, both of 
which would reduce emissions of carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide.  In addition, 
please refer to Master Response 1 for more information about the effectiveness of the GO 
Pass and Staff-Initiated Change 4 for updated climate change information. 

PTC3.38 The commentor disagrees with the significance conclusion for Impact TR-11 on page 3.4-87 
of the Draft EIR and believes that the impact would be significant, rather than less than 
significant as stated in the Draft EIR.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 1 for a 
discussion of transit impacts. 

PTC3.39 The commentor states that the transportation chapter is difficult to follow.  Please refer to 
Master Response 3 for a discussion of background growth.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated 
Change 1 for a discussion of Caltrain usage. 
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PTC3.40 The commentor suggests that the GO Pass program be expanded to include other employees 
working in Palo Alto and residents of the City.  The proposed GO Pass program would be 
for Hospital employees only and passes would be purchased for all eligible employees, 
whether they will use Caltrain or not.  Each of the employers mentioned in the comment 
would need to purchase GO Passes for their employees.  There is currently no program for 
residents to acquire GO Passes en masse.  Please see Master Response 1 for a discussion of 
the effectiveness of the GO Pass mitigation measure and the required steps in the event that 
desired mode splits were not accomplished.  

PTC3.41 The commentor states that the SUMC Project would employ many construction workers 
over the 15-year construction period and suggests that pedestrian access should be 
emphasized for construction workers.  Please refer to Master Response 4 for a discussion 
of impacts and warranted mitigation measures during construction.   

PTC3.42 The commentor requests data on the capacity of a train and suggests that Mitigation 
Measure TR-7.2 for expanding transit service be quantified.  The capacity of a Caltrain 
train is 650 seated passengers.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 1 for a discussion of 
transit effects, and Mitigation Measures TR-7.1 and TR-7.2. Please refer to Master 
Response 6 for a discussion of mitigation costs. 

PTC3.43 The commentor states that more can be done in terms of TDM, and suggests other TDM 
measures such as ridesharing, vanpooling, and carpooling.  Please refer to Master 
Response 1 for a discussion of the effectiveness of GO Pass and Master Response 2 for a 
discussion of other TDM measures.  Please note that the SUMC Project sponsors already 
provide the TDM measures listed by the commentor. 

PTC3.44 The commentor indicates that solutions for SUMC Project issues are locating the SUMC 
Project near transit and building housing near the SUMC Project.  The commenter points 
out the mitigation measure regarding bicycle and pedestrian connections would serve all 
commuters to the SUMC Sites, and the housing mitigation should be applied the same way.  
First, it should be noted that the SUMC Sites are within walking distance to the PAITS.  
The Hoover Pavilion Site is located approximately 950 feet from PAITS and the Main 
SUMC Site is approximately 3,300 feet away.  Other modes of transportation are also 
within walking distance of the SUMC Sites.  As stated on page 3.4-23 of the Draft EIR, 
the Study Area is currently served by several transit providers, including SamTrans, VTA, 
AC Transit, Stanford University Marguerite shuttle routes, City of Palo Alto shuttle 
service, City of Menlo Park shuttle service, and Caltrain.  Both fixed route bus service and 
commuter rail service are available within walking distance of the SUMC Sites.  
Figure 3.4-5 of the Draft EIR shows the public transit network within the Study Area.  The 
goal of locating the SUMC Project in close proximity to transit is already achieved by its 
location.   
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 In addition, it is not the purpose of CEQA to mitigate the entirety of the impact of a 
project.  Rather, CEQA requires feasible mitigation measures to be identified for those 
impacts determined to be significant, based on the significance criteria applied to the 
analysis.  In other words, only the portion of the project impact above or beyond the 
significance criteria would need to be mitigated.  In the case of bicycle and pedestrian 
circulation, the significance criterion indicates that a significant impact would occur if the 
SUMC Project would result in increased traffic related hazards to pedestrians and bicyclists 
as a result of increased congestion (see page 3.4-31 of the Draft EIR).  The analysis 
indicates that the resulting increase in bicycle and pedestrian travel, and traffic volumes, 
plus the associated intersection congestion caused by higher traffic levels from the SUMC 
Project, could result in increased traffic-related hazards to pedestrians and cyclists.  As 
such, Mitigation Measure TR-6.1 has been identified to enhance bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure to reduce potential for hazards, and reduce the impact to less than significant. 

 Finally, please see Master Response 7 for a discussion of the conceptual terms under which 
Mitigation Measure PH-3.1 has been developed, the uncertainty for implementing this 
measure, and the number of housing to be required under the this measure.   
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PTC 4. Planning and Transportation Commission, June 24, 2010  

PTC4.1 The commentor states that the Draft EIR did not correlate SUMC’s employee zip code data 
with the development of the SUMC Project’s transportation demand management (TDM) 
scheme.  Please refer to Master Response 1, which explains that SUMC’s employee zip 
code data was applied assessing the effectiveness of the GO Pass mitigation measure.   

 The commentor also asks why there is no scheme to assist East Bay employees to take 
transit.  As discussed in Master Response 1, Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 includes provision 
of parking spaces at the Ardenwood park-and-ride lot or an equivalent facility to encourage 
East Bay employees to use transit. 

PTC4.2 The commentor asks why there is no analysis on the viability of Caltrain’s future and 
requests a back-up plan to the GO Pass should Caltrain cease its services.  Please refer to 
Master Response 1 for a discussion of the viability of Caltrain and steps that would be 
taken if the mode split requirements were not achieved. 

PTC4.3 The commentor states that Figure 3.4-9, on page 3.4-48 of the Draft EIR, shows that the 
majority of regional commuters would access the SUMC Sites from US 101 and that Draft 
EIR should include incentives to use I-280 instead.  There is no effective means of dictating 
to employees what routes they can travel to reach their place of employment.  Each 
employee will choose a travel path that minimizes their travel time, whether via US 101 or 
alternatively via I-280, taking into account necessary or desirable detours and additional 
destinations.  Please also refer to Master Response 2 for a discussion of remote parking.      

PTC4.4 The commentor asks why no discussion of No Net New Trips is included in the Draft EIR, 
which is a requirement of the Stanford University 2000 Community Plan and General Use 
Permit (CP/GUP).  Please refer to Master Response 2 for a discussion of a No Net New 
Trips requirement. 

PTC4.5 The commentor asks why the effects of construction emissions on SUMC patients and 
visitors were not considered in the Draft EIR.  In general, health risks associated with air 
emissions during construction are primarily associated with exposure of sensitive receptors 
to emissions of toxic air pollutants (TACs), in particular diesel particulate emissions 
(DPM).  However, the effects of TAC emissions on SUMC patients and visitors were not 
considered in the construction-phase health risk assessment (HRA), as prepared for the 
Draft EIR for two reasons.  First, the primary TAC responsible for most of the health 
impacts associated with construction is the fine particulate matter present in the diesel-
powered equipment/truck exhaust (termed DPM) and the hospital and medical office 
buildings where most patients reside are equipped with air filtration systems that remove 
most if not all of the DPM before the air is distributed to patient rooms and offices. 
Second, the health impacts of most concern from the TACs in the equipment/truck exhaust 
are those that occur only after relatively long exposure (i.e., years) while the typical time 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-148

on site for patients and visitors is relatively short (i.e., days or weeks); thus, the receptors 
potentially most impacted by the SUMC construction TAC emissions are on-site outdoor 
workers and nearby residential and other off-site receptors. 

 The commentor is correct in stating that the construction planned for the SUMC site will 
occur in phases over a period of 12 years.  A horizontal bar chart showing the amount of 
DPM emitted per year for the construction of each SUMC Project component, which was 
used to estimate health risk, is given in the HRA’s Table 3.1, titled: Estimated Diesel 
Particulate Matter Emissions - Construction Activities Stanford University Medical Center 
Facilities Renewal and Replacement Project Palo Alto, California.  Please refer to 
Appendix F of the Draft EIR for the complete HRA. 

PTC4.6 The commentor expresses doubts about whether GO Pass and other TDM strategies will be 
as effective as indicated in the Draft EIR in reducing motor vehicle trips and the air 
pollutants they generate.  The trip reduction effectiveness of the GO Pass and other TDM 
strategies presented in the Draft EIR are the best estimates available.  The air pollutant 
emissions based on them are presented in Table 3.5-7 of the Draft EIR, page 3.5-20.  They 
show that even with the full effectiveness assumed, SUMC Project emissions would still 
exceed the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) significance criteria 
and would do so even if the trip reduction strategies are less effective than assumed.  In 
contrast, the local Carbon Monoxide (CO) levels from traffic in the SUMC Project vicinity 
are so far below the CO standards that no standard violations would occur even if no 
project trip reduction strategies were implemented.    

PTC4.7 The commentor asks the reason why future baseline CO levels, as shown in Table 3.5-8, 
page 3.5-21 of the Draft EIR, are substantially lower than existing CO levels.  The 
introduction of oxygenated motor vehicle fuels in the Bay Area more than 10 years ago, 
and the continuing improvements in emission control technology and their mandated 
application to the newer vehicles joining the State’s motor vehicle fleet (together with the 
gradual retirement of older, more polluting vehicles as time goes on) is responsible for this 
improvement.  As the Draft EIR notes on page 3.5-21, “CO standards in the Bay Area 
have not been exceeded for almost 20 years, and the EPA has designated the entire Bay 
Area as ‘Attainment’ with regard to the CO air quality standards.” 

 The commentor asks why only the six intersections shown in Table 3.5-8 were chosen and 
why the analysis did not include intersections east of El Camino Real or near Highway 101.  
These six intersections were selected because these have the largest Peak Hour traffic 
volumes, the lowest LOS, and would have the largest fraction of SUMC Project traffic as 
part of their total volumes.  Worst-case CO levels at receptor points very close to these 
intersections were modeled for the PM Peak Hour and peak eight-hour traffic conditions.  
The rationale for this choice was that if no standard violations were predicted there, it was 
extremely unlikely that violations would occur anywhere else at any other times of the day.  
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Page 3.5-21 the Draft EIR states, “CO levels, even at their highest as measured at Bay 
Area monitoring stations, are typically only a quarter to a third of the ambient standards; 
since these relatively low values are added to the CO modeling results as being 
representative of local background concentration, local emissions of CO by vehicles using 
the intersections would have to be very high to result in a local standard violations.”  Local 
CO levels at the six intersections modeled were not high enough when added to the 
estimated CO background to violate CO standards; this is expected to be the case near any 
other intersections in the SUMC Project area and near Highway 101, now and in the 
future.  Eight-hour CO emissions were calculated using the BAAQMD methodology, 
which takes into account the Peak Hour CO emissions and applies a persistence factor.        

PTC4.8 The commentor asked whether the SUMC’s transportation source air pollutant estimates 
were gross or net, the latter being the pollutant emissions remaining after the emissions 
from the trips generated by the existing SUMC facilities are subtracted out.  It was 
confirmed at the hearing that transportation source air pollutant estimates were net.      

PTC4.9 The commentor asks whether to the SUMC Project would be more polluting than the 
existing buildings, which presumably have inefficient systems since they were designed 50 
years ago.  It was pointed out at the hearing that a finding of significance only meant that a 
project’s emissions had exceeded the fixed BAAQMD thresholds established for CEQA 
review.  These thresholds are relatively small and would apply to every project type.  
Thus, for example, a 100-unit residential project might contain no pollutant controls or 
TDM measures and yet be under the thresholds, while a very large project that includes 
state-of-the-art pollutant control systems or extensive TDM measures could exceed the 
thresholds (as the SUMC Project would) and be considered significant.     

PTC4.10 The commentor asks whether explicit calculations for the air pollutant emissions of the 
existing SUMC had been performed.  It was pointed out at the hearing that although there 
were data (i.e., square footages for existing land uses, trip generation rates, etc.) for the 
existing SUMC that would allow such estimates to be made, the emission estimates in the 
Draft EIR (apart from the SUMC Project construction emissions; without the SUMC 
Project there would be no construction) were only from additional floor area, additional 
power demand, additional trips, etc., resulting from the SUMC Project.      

PTC4.11 The commentor questions how the Draft EIR can have less-than-significant traffic impacts, 
but significant air quality impacts.  All SUMC Project traffic impacts (e.g., congested 
traffic flows on streets, longer delays at intersections, etc.) would be local to the SUMC 
Project area.  These impacts are generally related to the overall capacity of the existing 
roadways and intersections, and the SUMC Project’s contribution to the overall traffic 
volumes on each roadway or intersection.  In contrast, air pollutant emissions can have 
impacts on a regional scale, in addition to local impacts (e.g., increasing CO levels near 
intersections).  The type of air quality impacts identified as significant by the Draft EIR are 
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regional, not local impacts that are traffic-related.  These regional impacts are related to 
specific criteria developed by the BAAQMD to help them meet their emissions reductions 
goals and would be unrelated to the local traffic volumes.    

PTC4.12 The commentor asks if the health impacts of fly ash, which is often a constituent of 
concrete, has been considered with respect to the SUMC patients.  Any significant 
emissions of fly ash from demolition of existing concrete structures on site would be 
controlled by the standard dust control measures required by the BAAQMD and included in 
the Draft EIR as Mitigation Measure AQ-1.1 on page 3.5-16.  Any fly-ash-containing 
concrete brought on site during construction would be a pre-mixed, wet slurry, which 
would not emit fly ash.  Once such concrete were poured, hardened, painted, enclosed, etc. 
the fly ash would be trapped within it and pose no significant danger to the patients.      

PTC4.13 The commentor asks about how power is supplied to the Cardinal Cogeneration Plant and 
if there are contingencies to allow the hospital to operate in the event of power failure due 
to flooding or earthquakes resulting in damage to off-site electrical facilities.  The SUMC 
facilities do not receive power from the Cardinal Cogeneration Plant.  Rather, they receive 
power from City of Palo Alto Utilities.  The City’s off-site electrical facilities in question 
are in a floodplain area on soils subject to liquefaction and extreme ground shaking.  The 
facility in question and related on-site existing hydrologic and geologic conditions are an 
existing condition and not a new feature proposed under the SUMC Project.  Accordingly, 
the Draft EIR does not address potential effects related to the City’s facility nor provide 
mitigation to improve the existing conditions.  With regard to electricity supply in the event 
of an emergency or power outage, the State of California and the Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations require 92 to 96 hours of emergency generator 
capacity for all life safety systems, and predominantly for most systems within the 
Hospital.1  

 The Cardinal Cogeneration Plant produces electric and thermal energy to the Stanford 
campus using natural gas fuel.  Stanford has completed exhaustive studies of long-term 
energy supply options to succeed the cogeneration plant when its contract expires in 2015 
and has decided to install a “regeneration” plant that utilizes waste heat recovery to achieve 
40 percent to 50 percent more fuel efficiency and use 70 percent less water than the 
existing cogeneration plant.  The regeneration plant would no longer generate electricity 
and would not be able to serve as a backup generator because electricity would not be 
generated at the facility.  Electricity for the regeneration facility would be purchased from 
PG&E or other providers.2   

                                              
1 Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, July 19, 2010. 
2  Dan Stober, Stanford Report, Stanford moves aggressively to cut energy use, reduce carbon impact, October 

19, 2009, available at: http://news.stanford.edu/news/2009/october19/stanford-carbon-footprint-101909. 
html?view=print, accessed October 13, 2010.  
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PTC4.14 The commentor questions whether substantial air pollutant emissions during construction 
could be offset by a TDM program that would reduce construction worker motor vehicle 
trips to the SUMC Sites.  It was pointed out at the hearing that emissions from the 
construction equipment and haul trucks are typically responsible for the great majority of 
the air pollutant emissions from construction-related fuel combustion sources.  Elimination 
of all worker commute trips would result in a small percentage reduction in the emissions 
at most. 

 The commentor also asks if the Draft EIR had taken into account the effect of construction 
worker vehicles idling in congested traffic during their commutes.  It was pointed out at the 
hearing that construction emission modeling only took into account the daily number of 
construction workers expected and the average length of their commute trips to determine 
the impact of trips on the regional emissions.  Localized impacts from construction worker 
trips were not accounted in the Draft EIR.  However, as noted in the Draft EIR on page 
3.5-21 local emissions of CO by vehicles using the intersections would have to be very 
high to result in a local standard violation.  Since the SUMC Project daily vehicle trips 
during operation would be greater than the number of daily vehicle trips during 
construction, and because the Draft EIR did not identify any significant localized emissions 
of CO during operation, localized CO impacts during construction would also be less than 
significant.    

PTC4.15 The commentor questions whether the SUMC Project’s inclusion of Energy Star standard 
made any substantial difference to the air pollutant estimates presented in the Draft EIR.  It 
was incorrectly stated at the hearing that most of the energy used during operation of the 
SUMC Project would be supplied by Stanford’s Central Energy Facility (CEF).  This is not 
the case.  The SUMC facilities receive electricity from City of Palo Alto Utilities.  
However, the SUMC receives steam and chilled water from the CEF.  Just as with worker 
commute emissions in comparison to equipment emissions during construction, the energy 
saved through application of Energy Star standards would be small in comparison to the 
overall energy supplied by City of Palo Alto.         

PTC4.16 The commentor states that the maintenance and operation of the building is estimated to 
represent approximately 85 percent of the emissions. Further, the commentor questions if 
the higher efficiency standards would change the proportion between construction and 
operation/maintenance or if the cost of fossil fuel increasing would result in a reduction of 
emissions.  With respect to the SUMC Project, a hospital by nature is energy intensive; 
therefore, a limited amount of emissions reductions can be addressed.  For example fuel 
consumption used for the operation of helicopters and ambulances cannot be reduced. Also, 
until the technology catches up with the required energy efficiencies, equipment such as 
MRI units would continue to require the current energy loads. These require energy 
consumption that in another type of building might be offset by more robust reduction 
strategies.   
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 Because hospitals are unique in energy requirements, they require a unique solution toward 
energy efficiency.  By providing innovative engineering solutions to air circulation, energy 
efficient improvements to the existing chillers, and overall design of the building, the 
SUMC Project sponsors would succeed in providing an energy efficient hospital facility.  
The SUMC Project has greater energy efficiency within the design of the SUMC Project 
than would have been achieved by applying conventional energy efficiency techniques.   

 Emissions from vehicles are determined from the number of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) 
irrespective of the cost of fuel. It is acknowledged that a rising cost in fuel may encourage 
people to find alternate means of transportation. However, because the amount fuel prices 
would increase by 2020 is unknown, a conservative emissions estimate was used by not 
representing a decrease in vehicle usage from cost increases.  Emissions with respect to 
vehicle fleet would be reduced due to the efficiency of the vehicles as well as the 
implementation of the GO Pass mitigation measure (Mitigation Measure TR-2.3).  These 
emissions reductions were accounted for either through the Emission Factor Model or else 
through the reduction calculations as presented in the Draft EIR and in Staff-Initiated 
Change 4. 

PTC4.17 The commentor asks if natural-gas-powered equipment could be recommended as part of 
Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2(a), as well as electric-powered equipment.  It is correct that 
equipment using natural gas as a fuel would offer limited advantages over the use of diesel-
powered equipment.  However, natural gas-fueled equipment would still emit air pollutants 
locally in contrast with electric-powered equipment, which would not emit local air 
pollutants.  Note that with the use of electric-powered equipment, emissions would still be 
generated off-site for the production of electricity.  BAAQMD’s CEQA Guidelines do not 
include a requirement to use natural gas-powered equipment as opposed to diesel-powered 
equipment.   

PTC4.18 The commentor states that reducing construction worker commute trips is likely to have a 
substantial effect on improving local air quality considering the long-term (i.e., 12-year) 
SUMC Project construction schedule.  Given that the significance of SUMC Project 
construction on air quality is based on BAAQMD CEQA thresholds, there is no indication 
that a reduction in the emissions of air pollutants due to construction worker commute 
would be large enough to alter the significance conclusions reached by the Draft EIR.  
However, the Draft EIR does include Mitigation Measure TR-1.8, which would allow the 
SUMC Project sponsors to develop a Construction Impact Mitigation Plan.  Details about 
construction worker arrival and departure times would be included in the plan.  Please 
refer to Master Response 4 for a discussion on construction traffic.   

PTC4.19 The commentor asks whether alternative project sites in Redwood City, Mountain View, or 
Sunnyvale would offer any air quality advantages over the current SUMC Sites in Palo 
Alto.  The Draft EIR summary of local air quality monitoring provided in Table 3.5-3 on 
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page 3.5-7, is taken from the BAAQMD’s Redwood City station, which is closest to the 
SUMC Sites (there is no BAAQMD station in Palo Alto).  From a survey of BAAQMD 
monitoring data summaries from other stations as far north as San Francisco and as far 
south as San Jose, it can be concluded that, although there is a slight deterioration in air 
quality as one moves from north to south on the Peninsula (i.e., ozone and particulate 
matter standards, which are rarely exceeded in San Francisco, can be exceeded a few more 
times a year in San Jose than in San Francisco), there would be no significant local air 
quality advantages to an alternative site in the three cities mentioned above.    

 In terms of regional emissions, if an alternative project site were selected, there could be 
some changes to the trip length for patients and employees to travel to the site.  However, 
this is largely dependent on the origin of the trips and because the SUMC Project trips 
could originate from anywhere within the region, an alternative site location would likely 
result in shorter trips for some patients and employees, but longer trips for other patients 
and employees.  Also, an alternative project site could affect the locations from which 
SUMC draws its patients and employees, or motivate changes in the choice of residential 
locations by its employees.  Thus, any initial trip length advantage with the choice of an 
alternative site could decrease with time as the patient and worker population adjusted to 
the site change.  The dominant factor determining the size of the SUMC Project’s regional 
emissions is the size of the facility, not its location.  An alternate site is not likely to result 
in an emissions reduction large enough to yield a different significance conclusion than that 
reached in the Draft EIR.         

 An off-site alternative was considered for the analysis in the Draft EIR but rejected from 
further review because it would be infeasible, would not attain most of the basic SUMC 
Project objectives, and would not sufficiently reduce SUMC Project impacts.  As explained 
on pages 5-38 through 5-39 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project components are designed 
to function together with the existing Hospitals and SoM buildings at the SUMC Sites and 
the Stanford campus.  Construction of the SUMC Project components at an off-site location 
would be infeasible because the components are not designed to stand alone.  In addition, 
locating the proposed buildings away from the Stanford University campus would hinder 
the Hospitals’ ability to maintain their position as leading providers of complex care and to 
deliver high quality health care services and related teaching and research, which are 
objectives of the SUMC Project.  Further, within the City, there are no alternative sites in 
the area surrounding the SUMC Sites that could accommodate the development intensity 
proposed under the SUMC Project given the City’s existing land use designations and 
zoning.  Therefore, the Draft EIR does not analyze an off-site location alternative. 

PTC4.20 The commentor asks whether additional air quality improvements could be had from 
extension of shuttle service to patients coming to the SUMC Sites from the surrounding 
areas.  A shuttle service is most feasible for serving patients that live relatively close to the 
SUMC Sites.  But most of the workers, patients, and visitors come from relatively more 
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distant locations where the greater length of their motor vehicle trips contributes 
proportionally to their greater contributions to the SUMC Project’s pollutant emissions.  
The radius of shuttle service usually hinges on the economic feasibility of providing it.  
The current and assumed future radius of service for the existing shuttle system has been 
incorporated into the traffic analysis that provided input data for the Draft EIR emissions 
estimates.   

 The commentor also asks whether the promotion of alternative fueled vehicles by Palo Alto 
and surrounding jurisdictions would result in a reduction of SUMC Project emissions.  This 
type of program is being suggested by the commentor for implementation by the local 
jurisdictions not the SUMC Project sponsors, and thus is outside the scope of the Draft 
EIR.  However, if SUMC Project-related trips included the use of more alternative fueled 
vehicles, there could be a small reduction in the emissions associated with the SUMC 
Project.   

PTC4.21 The commentor questions if the Cardinal Cogeneration Plant generates power from natural 
gases.  The Cardinal Cogeneration Plant produces electric and thermal energy using natural 
gas fuel.  However, as described in Response to Comment PTC4.13, the plant will be 
converted to a regeneration plant after 2015.  The regeneration plant would no longer 
generate electricity and would not be able to serve as a backup generator because electricity 
would not be generated at the facility.  Electricity for the regeneration facility would be 
purchased from PG&E or other providers.3     

 The commentor also asks how power will be supplied to the SUMC Sites during an 
emergency or power outage.  The State of California and the Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations require 92 to 96 hours of emergency generator 
capacity for all life safety systems, and predominantly for most systems within the 
hospital.4 The SUMC Sites currently maintain 12 emergency generators that have a total 
capacity of 9.4 megawatts.  However, in order to meet the increased demand for backup 
energy under the SUMC Project, up to an additional 21 megawatts of emergency generator 
capacity would be installed.  As described on pages 2-50 and 2-52 of the Draft EIR, ten 
new 2-megawatt generators would be provided within the Main SUMC Site; seven for SHC 
between Welch Road and the proposed new hospital, and three for LPCH adjacent to the 
existing generators near Quarry Road.  In addition, each of the proposed SoM buildings 
(FIM 1, 2, and 3) would have an emergency generator in proximity to the proposed 
building with no more than two generators at any location.  In total, the SUMC Project 
would add 13 emergency generators to the Main SUMC Site.  The existing and new 

                                              
3  Dan Stober, Stanford Report, Stanford moves aggressively to cut energy use, reduce carbon impact, October 

19, 2009, available at: http://news.stanford.edu/news/2009/october19/stanford-carbon-footprint-
101909.html?view=print, accessed October 13, 2010.  

4  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 
Transportation Commission Hearing, July 19, 2010. 
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emergency generators are shown in Figure 2-17 of the Draft EIR on page 2-51.  In the case 
of an emergency or power outage, these generators would be able to provide energy to the 
SUMC Project facilities.    

PTC4.22 The commentor asks how many nonattainment days for ozone and carbon monoxide 
standards are recorded yearly at BAAQMD monitoring stations and the likelihood that the 
SUMC Project would increase the number of non-attainment days.  A summary of local air 
quality monitoring data is provided in Table 3.5-3, page 3.5-7 of the Draft EIR, and is 
taken from the BAAQMD’s Redwood City station, which is closest to the SUMC Sites 
(there is no BAAQMD station in Palo Alto).  This table shows the number of times per 
year that the federal and/or State standards for ozone and carbon monoxide were exceeded 
at the Redwood City station for the most recent three years (2007 through 2009) for which 
data is available.  There were no violations of the ozone and carbon monoxide standards at 
the Redwood City station during this time.   

 Summaries of air quality data for all Bay Area stations are available on the BAAQMD 
website.5  According to these summaries, violations of the federal and State 8-hour ozone 
standard have been recorded 12 times and 20 times, respectively, in 2008; the carbon 
monoxide standards have not been violated at any Bay Area monitoring station in almost 20 
years, as stated on page 3.5-21 of the Draft EIR.  The BAAQMD notes that the region’s 
nonattainment status is attributable to the region’s development history, and that new 
development projects would contribute to the region’s adverse air quality impacts only on a 
cumulative basis.  The BAAQMD notes that no single project is sufficient in size to, by 
itself, to result in nonattainment of ambient air quality standards.6 

PTC4.23 The commentor seeks mechanisms to create mitigation measures to reduce the impact on 
the City’s jobs to employed residents ratio, which the commentor believes is the heart of air 
quality and traffic impacts.  Please see Master Response 7 for a discussion of Mitigation 
Measure PH-3.1.  Also, see Staff-Initiated Change 4 for a revised quantification of the 
SUMC Project’s greenhouse gas emissions, which now shows the SUMC Project would 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by more than 30 percent compared to Business as Usual 
(BAU) emissions.  The primary mitigation for reducing the SUMC Project’s impacts 
pertaining to mobile source air pollutants is Mitigation Measure TR-2.3, which involves 
enhancement of the Hospitals’ TDM program to reduce project trips.  As indicated in 
Master Response 7, Mitigation Measure PH-3.1 is of doubtful feasibility. 

 The commentor also questions the methodology for determining that eight percent of SUMC 
Project employees would seek to live in Palo Alto.  As shown in Table 3.13-8 on page 

                                              
5  Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD), “Annual Bay Area Air Quality Summaries,” 

accessed at http://www.baaqmd.gov/Divisions/Communications-and-Outreach/Air-Quality-in-the-Bay-
Area/Air-Quality-Summaries.aspx on November 12, 2010. 

6  Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD), California Environmental Quality Act Air Quality 
Guidelines, June 2010, page 2-1. 
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3.13-12 of the Draft EIR, eight percent of the housing demand, or 104 units, would occur 
in Palo Alto and would comprise a small 1.7 percent of the projected housing growth in 
Palo Alto.  The data in Table 3.13-8 are based on historical evidence, comprised of 
SUMC’s data on the residential distribution of their employees (see Appendix L of the 
Draft EIR).7  As such, it is appropriate to apply the eight percent when determining how 
many new SUMC employees would seek to live in Palo Alto. 

PTC4.24 The commentor asks whether the SUMC Project sponsors will be improving the SUMC 
buildings that will remain in place.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of 
SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.   

 The following is a description of the ventilation system, as explained by the SUMC Project 
sponsors at the public hearing.  The SUMC Project would remove and demolish a 
significant portion of the existing SUMC in order to construct new efficient facilities.  As 
such, the replacement hospitals would comply with the more stringent Office of Statewide 
Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) standards regarding the number of airflow and 
air exchange units.  The Hospital Modernization Project (HMP) building that would remain 
under the SUMC Project would not be extensively renovated for energy efficiency 
purposes.  However, the energy performance would be improved because of the lower 
occupant load at this building (due to converting rooms to single-patient rooms).   

 The commentor also questions if there is a way to separate the noninfectious treatment 
areas from the infectious treatment areas.  It is not feasible to segment the building 
between different disease types in any manageable way.  The infection control rules are 
administered by OSHPD; however, they are also administered by the SHC and LPCH and 
by the joint commission that evaluates and certifies hospitals as fit to be operated.8 

PTC4.25 The commentor asks whether air pollutant emissions and greenhouse gases during 
construction could be substantially reduced by finding a closer area to dump soils and other 
materials excavated from the SUMC Sites.  It was pointed out at the hearing that most of 
the air pollutant emissions emitted during construction were found to come from the diesel-
powered equipment that would operate on the SUMC Sites.  Therefore, reducing the trip 
length of the haul trucks hauling material off site would have a relatively small effect on 
total regional emissions during construction.  Such reductions also would not substantially 
affect construction-related greenhouse gas emissions. 

PTC4.26 The commentor asks whether the BAAQMD could in the SUMC case, or has ever in other 
cases, imposed punitive sanctions on development projects that exceeded their CEQA 
thresholds.  It was pointed out at the hearing that the difficulty of a project staying under 

                                              
7  Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project Application, August 2007, as amended; Tab 5, Figure 5-5. 
8  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, June 24, 2010. 
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the CEQA thresholds increases with the size of the project and that the BAAQMD, being 
aware of this, would likely focus on the quality and completeness of the mitigations 
imposed on the project before comment or other actions.  The SUMC Project includes 
substantial mitigations relating to motor vehicle trip reductions, and energy efficiency 
measures, which would inform BAAQMD of the SUMC Project sponsors and City’s 
efforts to reduce the impact to the extent feasible, should the SUMC Project be approved 
with a statement of overriding considerations for the identified regional air quality impacts.  
It also should be noted that the BAAQMD significance standards are not mandatory 
requirements, and there is no penalty for exceeding the standards.  Rather, if the standards 
are expected to be exceeded, CEQA requires an analysis of feasible mitigation, as has been 
provided in the EIR.  

PTC4.27 The commentor questions whether SUMC Project air pollutant emissions would vary from 
day to day and whether the Draft EIR analysis took account of this considering the 
variation of air quality locally.  It was pointed out at the hearing that operational emissions 
estimates were done for the average daily and annual emissions at full project buildout.  
The analyses in the Draft EIR do not address the daily or annual fluctuations that may 
occur, nor is such an analysis required in order to apply the applicable significance 
thresholds.   

PTC4.28 The commentor asks whether the BAAQMD had ever recommended the suspension or 
cutback of construction activities as part of a Spare the Air alert.  It was pointed out at the 
hearing the two common recommendations on Spare the Air days/nights were the 
avoidance of unnecessary motor vehicle use on warm days when ozone levels are projected 
to be high and the avoidance of fireplace or woodstove use on cold nights when particulate 
levels are projected to be high.   

PTC4.29 The commentor questions whether the BAAQMD had ever applied its regional CEQA 
threshold differently to different subareas in the Bay Area because of regional variations in 
microclimate.  It was pointed out at the hearing that the BAAQMD has adopted a one-size-
fits-all threshold because of the linkages in air quality among the various subareas.  
Pollutants emitted on a cool foggy day in San Francisco may not affect ozone levels in this 
area, but as the wind carries the pollutants farther inland where the temperature is much 
warmer and sunnier they may increase ozone levels in those areas. 

PTC4.30 The commentor states that the SUMC Project sponsors should consider suspending or 
reducing construction activities on a Spare the Air day.  As part of the Spare the Air 
program, the BAAQMD asks Bay Area residents to reduce pollution on certain days when 
air quality standards are especially threatened by making voluntary choices that reduce 
pollutant emissions on that day.  The most commonly suggested ways of reducing 
emissions on those days are reductions in the use of motor vehicles or of equipment that 
requires electric power to function.  As far as is known, the BAAQMD has not suggested 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-158

that construction activity be suspended on Spare the Air days (although construction 
workers commuting to a job site would come under the same general recommendations to 
use mass transit, carpools, etc. for the work commute on Spare the Air days).  Suspension 
of SUMC Project construction activity on Spare the Air days would not alleviate the 
significant and unavoidable construction air quality impacts, as identified in the Draft EIR 
on pages 3.5-14 through 3.5-17, since Spare the Air days would only constitute a small 
fraction of the days during the construction period. 

PTC4.31 The commentor asks if the provision of housing near the SUMC Sites under the Village 
Concept Alternative is included as a way to reduce air quality impacts.  The Draft EIR, 
page 5-205, notes that “… the development of housing on three nearby sites with 
preferential occupancy by SUMC employees would slightly lessen the additional new motor 
vehicle trips and air pollutant emissions associated with hospital and medical offices, as 
shown in Table 5-12.”  Because the fraction of vehicle trips associated with residents of the 
proposed housing who work at the hospitals and medical offices is small in comparison to 
the total trips associated with the Village Concept Alternative, the reduction in air pollutant 
emissions would only equate to about 1 percent.  The Draft EIR, page 5-205, notes further 
that operational “NOX and PM10 emissions would remain significant; daily ROG emissions 
would also remain significant, but annual ROG would fall just below the BAAQMD 
significance threshold.” However, since the publication of the Draft EIR, the traffic 
analysis for the Village Concept Alternative has been revised to include the following 
additional motor vehicle trips: 1) trips by the household members who cohabit with SUMC 
employees living in the housing built on the three sites, but are not SUMC employees 
themselves; and 2) trips by the Stanford University graduate students and faculty who 
would have lived in the housing built on the three sites, but have been displaced by SUMC 
employees and now must commute to the area from more distant residential sites.  Thus, 
the VMT for the Village Concept Alternative is expected to be greater than that of the 
SUMC Project. 

 The following revisions have been made to the text on page 5-205, first paragraph, and 
Table 5-12 of the Draft EIR: 

Operational Criteria Air Pollutant Emissions. The new structures would contain the 
same new stationary pollutant sources and would require the same amounts of chilled 
water/steam from the Central Energy Facility with the same associated air pollutant 
emissions as the SUMC Project. However, the development of housing on three nearby 
sites with preferential occupancy by SUMC employees would slightly not lessen the 
additional new motor vehicle trips and air pollutant emissions associated with hospital 
and medical offices.  In fact, vehicle trips and VMT would increase because of the 
trips added by 1) household members who cohabit with SUMC employees living in the 
housing built on the three sites, but are not SUMC employees themselves; and 2) 
Stanford University graduate students and faculty who would have lived in the housing 
built on the three sites, but have been displaced by SUMC employees and now must 
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commute to the area from more distant residential sites.  , aAs shown in Table 5-12,. T 
the Village Concept Alternative’s ROG, NOX, and PM10 emissions would all remain 
significant, just as they were for the SUMC Project; daily ROG emissions would also 
remain significant, but annual ROG would fall just below the BAAQMD significance 
threshold. Although the new residents at the three housing sites would add slightly to 
traffic on local streets, CO modeling for the SUMC Project shows that CO 
concentrations there are so far below the air quality standards that there is no potential 
for violations. This alternative would have a less-than-significant impact associated 
with localized concentrations of CO. 

 

Table 5-12    
Village Concept Alternative Daily Operational Stationary and Mobile Source Emissions (with 

Mitigation Involving an Enhanced TDM Program) 

Emission Source 

Emissions (Pounds per Day/Tons per Year) 

ROG NOX CO SO2 PM10 PM2.5 

Stationary (On-Site) 5.67/ 
1.04 

5.86/ 
1.07 

6.45/ 
1.18 

0.00/ 
0.00 

0.02/ 
0.00 

0.02/ 
0.00 

Central Energy Facility 
---- 

110/ 
20.08 

37/ 
6.75 

---- ---- ---- 

Mobile 78.28/ 
13.81 
83.62/ 
14.75 

94.70/ 16.13 
101.03/ 
17.21 

886.77/ 
162.61 
947.02/ 
173.93 

2.07/  
0.39 
2.56/ 
0.42 

404.29/ 
73.79 

430.67/ 
78.59 

75.98/ 
13.86 
80.94/ 
14.77 

Total Emissions 
83.95/ 14.85 

89.29/ 
15.79 

210.56/ 
37.28 

216.89/ 
38.35 

930.22/ 
170.54 
990.47/ 
181.86 

2.07/ 
0.39 
2.93/ 
0.48 

404.31/ 
73.79 

430.69/ 
78.58 

76.00/ 
13.86 
80.96/ 
14.77 

BAAQMD Thresholds 80/15 80/15 NT NT 80/15 NT 

Significant Impact? Yes/NoYes Yes/Yes NT NT Yes/Yes NT 

Source: PBS&J, 2010 2011.  Based on year 2025 emission factors. 

Notes: 

NT = No threshold. 

Estimates are results of modeling using the CARB URBEMIS 2007 version 9.2.4. 
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PTC4.32 The commentor states that the Climate Change Analysis has not included a discussion of the 
energy that is “embedded” in the materials used to construct the SUMC Project and see 
this as an error in the analysis.  The commentor is suggesting that the Draft EIR analysis 
should have conducted a life-cycle analysis for project emissions.  A life-cycle analysis 
attempts to identify and quantify the greenhouse gas emissions associated the energy and 
materials used at all stages of the SUMC Project’s life, from the gathering of raw 
materials, through fabrication, distribution, use, and the ultimate disposal at the end of the 
SUMC Project’s useful life.  Life-cycle analysis is not used for CEQA analysis of a project 
for several reasons, the most prominent of which is that the processes, and therefore 
emissions, embedded in the material is not under the control of the project sponsors or the 
Lead Agency.  In addition, a realistic life-cycle analysis requires knowing exactly what 
type and quantity of material is being used, where all material used in construction 
originated, and how it would be transported to the SUMC Sites in order to calculate the 
embedded energy within the construction material.   

 At the time of preparation of the Draft EIR, the actual types of materials to be used, the 
origin of those materials, and the transportation routes for those materials were unknown.  
Because these facts were unknown at the time of the Draft EIR analysis, it was not possible 
to correctly calculate the embedded energy within the building materials. Further, there is 
not a standardized agreement on the appropriate methodology for analyzing the life-cycle of 
projects.  For these reasons, the Draft EIR analyzes the emissions resulting from the 
operation of construction vehicles, as well as the operation of the SUMC Project on an 
annual basis, which is consistent with the standard methodologies for conducting 
greenhouse gas emission inventories.  

PTC4.33 The commentor states that there is an error in Table 3.6-2, page 3.6-7 of the Draft EIR, 
with respect to the greenhouse gas target for 2050.  Currently the 2050 goal is not a 
threshold because it is technologically infeasible.  The entire State of California would have 
to be carbon neutral in order to achieve that goal.  Therefore, the analysis in the Draft EIR 
uses the aggressive 2020 goal, which is technologically feasible.  The 2050 goal is the 
ultimate point that needs to be achieved in order to keep climate change at a 2o Celsius rise. 
Since it is currently technologically infeasible to reach the 2050 goal, stair-step goals (such 
as the 2020 goal of reaching 1990 levels) that can be achieved have been implemented.  
These goals would continue to decrease emissions as the technology becomes available.  
Although there is an error in Table 3.6-2 on page 3.6-7 of the Draft EIR, this error does 
not impact the rest of the analysis.  Table 3.6-2 has been revised, as indicated below, to 
correct the error and define the units of measure for the emission levels.  
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 Draft EIR Table 3.6-2 on page 3.6-7 is revised as follows: 
 

Table 3.6-2 
California Greenhouse Gas Reductions Targets 

Yeara 
Estimated California 

Population Reduction Goal 
Greenhouse Gas Target 

(Tg CO2e)b 

1990 29,828,000 N/A 427.0 

2000 34,105,437 N/A 452.3 

2010 39,135,676 GHG emissions at or below 2000 levelsbc 452.3 

2020 44,135,923 GHG emissions at or below 1990 levels 427.0 

2050 59,507,876 GHG emissions 80 percent below 1990 levels 341.6  85.4cd 
Source: Population data are from California Department of Finance, 2007; greenhouse gas targets are derived from CARB, 

2007. Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory Summary [1990 - 2004]. 
Notes: 
a. Target years specified in Executive Order S-3-05 and/or AB 32.  1990 and 2000 data are provided as a baseline. 
b. Tg CO2e stands for teragrams of carbon dioxide equivalents. 
bc. Based on 2004 estimate. 
c d. Calculated by multiplying 427.0 x 8 20 percent. 

PTC4.34 The commentor is concerned about the impacts of the SUMC Project on the City’s ability to 
meet Executive Order S-3-05’s goal of reaching 80 percent below 1990 greenhouse gas 
emission levels by 2050.  The commentor is also concerned that the City of Palo Alto would 
need to revise its reduction goals based on the increase from the implementation of the 
SUMC Project.  Currently, the 2050 goal is not a threshold because it is technologically 
infeasible.  Please refer to Response PTC4.33, above, for a detailed description and edits 
to the Draft EIR.  

 The commentor also suggests that Stanford University should coordinate with Palo Alto in 
order to achieve as much greenhouse gas reduction as possible in order to offset the added 
emissions from the SUMC Project.  All new development and new growth within the City 
will result in an increase in greenhouse gas emissions because the technology to be carbon 
neutral is not currently available.  As such, there needs to be a balance that allows feasible 
mitigation to reduce the emissions to as low as technically feasible without jeopardizing the 
overarching goals of a proposed project.   

 A hospital does not fit well within a Climate Change analysis because activities such as 
recycling are not as achievable as they are with other uses.  With biohazards, there is not 
the opportunity for recycling and therefore, a 70 percent reduction in solid waste from 
hospitals is not achievable.  Energy consumption is high as well because there is equipment 
and processes within a hospital that require high levels of electricity to operate.  The 
particular needs of a hospital require a unique solution toward energy efficiency.  By 
providing innovative engineering solutions to air circulation, and overall design of the 
building, the SUMC Project sponsors would provide an energy efficiency hospital facility.  
The SUMC Project has greater energy efficiency within the design than would have been 
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achieved by applying conventional energy efficiency techniques.  In addition, it is possible 
that more energy efficient MRI equipment and operating room equipment will become 
available in the future.  As technology advances, there will likely be ways to reduce the 
energy consumption of these necessary pieces of equipment, which will further reduce the 
necessary energy consumption of a hospital.  

PTC4.35 The commentor indicates that the SUMC Project may be more energy efficient because it 
looks at Energy Star compliance rather than LEED compliance.  The SUMC Project not 
only relies on compliance with Energy Star efficiencies, but also upon the SUMC Project’s 
emissions reduction program. The SUMC Project sponsors have used innovative 
engineering solutions to air circulation and overall design of the building, which would 
provide an energy efficient hospital facility, as explained in Response PTC4.15, above.  
The SUMC Project has greater energy efficiency within the design than would be achieved 
by applying conventional energy efficiency techniques.  Similar to LEED, design standards 
and engineering techniques that would be used in the SUMC Project would reduce overall 
consumption of energy.  However, these design standards would be able to accommodate 
the unique nature of a hospital that could not be achieved by LEED.   

PTC4.36 The commentor states that there is “great risk” in including engineering design features in 
the SUMC Project, such as the displacement ventilation system and double building 
envelope.  Ventilation within a hospital is an important component in containing or 
spreading contagious disease.  One way ventilation systems in conventional buildings 
conserve energy is to recirculate most of the air within the building.  However, this is not 
possible within a hospital setting.  A displacement ventilation system is able to provide 
ventilation without mixing and spreading the air from one room to the rest of the hospital 
building.   

 The Draft EIR takes into consideration the energy efficiency of a displacement ventilation 
system within the overall energy calculations, but does not single out that specific design 
feature.  The feature that the commentor refers to as the double building envelope is 
actually a combination of design features that allows more natural light from larger 
windows and skylights to be included.  However, these design features also have insulating 
capabilities, such as duel panes and adjustable shading (window overhangs and adjustable 
blind mechanisms between the window panes), to allow better energy efficiency and 
temperature control within the buildings.  These features were included in the overall 
energy efficiency analysis of the SUMC Project.  The SUMC Project would be able to 
demonstrate an approximately 30 percent increase in energy efficiency as compared to a 
typical hospital building due to these innovative engineering techniques.   

 However, the Draft EIR analysis of SUMC Project energy efficiency provides a summary 
of overall energy efficiency without singling out these features contributing to that overall 
energy efficiency.  Upon publication of this document, the energy calculations for these 
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specific features of the SUMC Project are not available, but the overall energy efficiency 
of the SUMC Project would remain at approximately 30 percent better than a typical 
hospital facility.  

PTC4.37 The commentor supports that the SUMC Project is located within a half-mile of the PAITS.  
This comment concerns the merits of the SUMC Project and does not address the adequacy 
of the Draft EIR or the SUMC Project’s compliance with CEQA.  Please refer to Master 
Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.  

PTC4.38 The commentor questions if there could be a tradeoff in transportation emissions by having 
people live closer to the work and thereby cutting down per person emissions.  The Village 
Concept Alternative provides recommendations for housing dedicated to the SUMC 
employees.  The analysis of the Village Concept Alternative presented in the Draft EIR on 
page 5-206 addresses the VMT and the change in vehicle miles compared to the SUMC 
Project without nearby housing.  Since the publication of the Draft EIR, there have been 
revisions made to the analysis presented in the Draft EIR, as described in detail in Staff-
Initiated Change 4 and Staff-Initiated Change 8.  As determined in this document, over 
emissions under the Village Concept Alternative would  be greater than under the SUMC 
Project. 

PTC4.39 The commentor questions the potential of having a greater efficiency and reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions by having all functions of the Hospitals operating 24 hours a 
day.  In the rooms or sections of the Hospitals where daily operations would be limited to 
certain hours of the day, the lights, computers, and other smaller electrical equipment 
would be turned off outside of the hours of operation.  Therefore, these electrical features 
would consume less electricity than if they were on 24 hours per day.  However, some of 
the larger pieces of equipment such as MRI machines need to be set to a stand-by mode 
rather than being turned off completely in order for them to be useful in emergency 
diagnosis that could occur at any time of the day.  The analysis in the Draft EIR is based 
on the electrical consumption of current and expected operating practices of the Hospitals.  
It should be noted that the Hospitals provide medical service on a 24-hour basis. 

PTC4.40 The commentor questions why carbon offsets are not considered with climate change and 
suggests that the SUMC Project sponsors mitigate some of the carbon impacts through 
offsets.  Offsets through planting trees have been examined; however, unless planting 
occurs in a natural vegetation area where water and fertilizer is not needed, the 
maintenance required to keep the trees could potentially produce more emissions than they 
would sequester.   

 The BAAQMD and the California Climate Action Registry are in the beginning stages of 
setting up offset programs, however they are in the very early stages.  Offsets can currently 
be purchased through the Chicago Climate Exchange and a few other existing markets, but 
the legitimacy of credit purchases need to be reviewed prior to purchase.  Not all credits in 
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the current markets are credible.  Because of this situation, a lot of research needs to be 
placed on purchasing credible carbon credits.  In particular, information on what exactly is 
offsetting emissions needs to be known; if additional funds are needed to offset emissions 
associated with the credit, how they are being funded and implemented; and the scheduling 
for implementation needs to be known.  For example, the preservation of rain forests is not 
really offsetting emissions but abating the further degradation of sequestration.  On the 
other hand there are offsets such as renewable energy which truly offers emissions offsets.   

 Please see Staff-Initiated Change 4 for revisions to Mitigation Measure CC-1.2, involving 
participation in a renewable energy program to partially offset emissions from energy 
consumption.  A revised climate change analysis in Staff-Initiated Change 4 shows that the 
SUMC Project emissions are being reduced or offset considerably (from 46,085 MT CO2e 
to 29,453 MT CO2e annually, for BAU emissions, which does not include patient and 
visitor trips).  The analysis shows that greenhouse gas emissions from the SUMC Project 
would achieve greater than an approximately 36 percent reduction compared to BAU 
emissions, although mitigation would be required to ensure consistency with some of the 
individual policies in the City’s Climate Protection Plan.   

PTC4.41 The commentor suggests implementing strategies that use the lower nighttime temperatures 
to cool the building.  Measures such as making ice in the basement at night to use during 
the day to cool server or other rooms are being employed by other commercial buildings.  
The increased energy efficiency of the SUMC Project as a whole would reduce the need for 
steam and chilled water, thereby reducing energy consumption from these systems.  The 
SUMC Project would not include any changes to the existing CEF process for producing 
steam and chilled water. 

PTC4.42 The commentor questions whether the Village Concept Alternative would reduce the trip 
miles taken without a requirement for building additional housing nearby.  Without the 
housing component, the Village Concept Alternative would be comprised of the SUMC 
Project plus enhanced bicycle and pedestrian linkages.  The enhanced bicycle and 
pedestrian linkages may offer an increased level of convenience for nearby employees that 
are currently using alternative means to transportation, however would not independently 
reduce the VMT. The Village Concept Alternative would increase the VMT, accounting 
for the recommended housing component, which would trigger increased trips from the 
housing due by SUMC employee spouses and which would displace postdoctoral fellows 
and medical students that would occupy the housing as originally contemplated under the 
CP/GUP.   

PTC4.43 The commentor asks if emissions from the implementation of the GO Pass and the 
associated increase in ridership should be counted in the emissions inventory for the SUMC 
Project.  Currently, Caltrain ridership is so low that the increase in ridership resulting from 
the SUMC Project participation in GO Pass program would not result in the need for 
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additional trains or cars.  In fact, the SUMC Project participation in the GO Pass program 
would incrementally help make Caltrain financially viable.  The analysis in the Draft EIR 
focuses on those emission sources where the SUMC Project proponent has control.  Given 
the current ridership in Caltrain, the SUMC Project participation in the GO Pass program 
would not result in additional trains, and therefore, would not increase Caltrain emissions.    

PTC4.44 The commentor requests a new section to be included in the Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment that addresses sustainability and climate change.  This comment addresses the 
requirements of the City’s Comprehensive Plan Amendment process, which does not 
pertain to the adequacy of the Draft EIR.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a 
discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

 It is important to note that the Comprehensive Plan Amendment is on a separate schedule 
than the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for the review process of the 
SUMC Project in relation to the City’s Comprehensive Plan Amendment. 

PTC4.45 The commentor questions the use of the term “mixed-use development” in Section 3.6 of the 
Draft EIR, Climate Change.  On page 3.3-36 of the Draft EIR, Table 3.6-5 describes the 
City’s Climate Protection Plan goal of developing land use patterns that reduce travel-
related emissions and enhance the potential for mixed-use development.  It is important to 
note that the SUMC Project is not considered a “mixed-use development” project.  Rather, 
the SUMC Project would facilitate and improve the potential for other mixed-use 
development in the surrounding area and would reduce travel-related emissions, thereby 
meeting the Climate Protection Plan goal.  

 As explained in the Draft EIR, expansion of the development at the SUMC Sites would 
provide additional employment opportunities within walking distance of existing residential 
development.  In addition, new development at the SUMC Sites would be proximate to 
existing services.  Retail and food services are within walking distance and/or a short 
shuttle ride from the SUMC Sites, including establishments at the adjacent Stanford 
Shopping Center.  Additionally, the new and expanded hospital buildings proposed as part 
of the SUMC Project would have internal retail and cafeteria services, minimizing travel 
by staff and visitors to other locations to obtain these services.  Although the SUMC 
Project as proposed would not be considered a mixed-use development, the SUMC Project 
would facilitate and enhance the potential for future mixed-use development, as required 
by the Climate Protection Plan goal. 

PTC4.46 The commentor is concerned that the assumptions of a 20 percent reduction in vehicle trips 
due to the implementation of the GO Pass may be too high.  The SUMC Project TDM 
mitigation (Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 on pages 3.4-67 through 3.4-69 of the Draft EIR) 
requires the enhancement of the current TDM program to increase the percentage of 
Hospital employees who commute by Caltrain.  Offering the Caltrain GO Pass to eligible 
Hospital employees would increase Caltrain ridership from 3.6 percent to 15.8 percent.  
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Stanford University already offers employees GO Passes and Caltrain ridership is at 15.8 
percent, with 52 percent of the University employees living within a city that is served by 
Caltrain.  In comparison, approximately 65 percent of Hospital employees live within a 
Caltrain served city.  With the implementation of the Caltrain GO Pass, it is estimated that 
the Hospitals would meet the 15.8 percent ridership level consistent with the University and 
would increase Hospital employee commutes by alternative modes of transportation to 35.1 
percent. 

PTC4.47 The commentor asks about the possibility of expanding shuttle services such as the Palo 
Alto Shuttle, East Palo Alto, Menlo Park, or the Marguerite shuttle.  In their Development 
Agreement proposal, the SUMC Project sponsors have committed to expanding the 
Marguerite shuttle service when implementation of the GO Pass mitigation increases 
demand beyond existing capacity.  Please see Master Response 2 regarding expanded 
shuttle service.   

PTC4.48 The commentor questions the employee zip code data provided in Appendix L of the Draft 
EIR.  The SUMC employee zip code data are broken up based on which city the employee 
is from and further divided into the individual zip codes.  Several zip codes traverse more 
than one jurisdiction and this is considered in the employee zip code distribution in the 
Draft EIR.  The spelling of the cities in the table is reflective of how the individual 
employees spelled the places that they live.  Therefore, for the purposes of the table, the 
different spellings of the same cities are irrelevant.   

 Regarding the zip code 94303, as shown in Appendix L of the Draft EIR, 124 employees in 
the 94303 zip code are from Palo Alto and 158 SUMC employees in the 94303 zip code are 
from East Palo Alto.  Therefore, the table makes a distinction between the two cities, 
although they share the same zip code. The zip code data provided is accurate and does not 
change the information provided in the Draft EIR.  No further revisions are required.   

PTC4.49 The commentor states that not all uses, including community physician offices, need to be 
located in the vicinity of the SHC and LPCH Hospitals and suggests that some of these uses 
be located at a different site.  The SUMC Project does not include new or expanded space 
for community physicians within the Main SUMC Site.  Space for community physicians at 
the Hoover Pavilion site is intended for practitioners who would benefit from close 
proximity to the SUMC. 

PTC4.50 The commentor is unclear as to what the VMT included and also indicates that incentives 
for employees to use transit services are necessary to encourage its use.  Please see Staff-
Initiated Changes 4 and 8, which revise the analysis and application of VMT in the analysis 
of the SUMC Project and Village Concept Alternative.   

 The SUMC Project sponsors have offered, as part of the Development Agreement, to 
provide GO Passes for all eligible employees.  In addition, based on the requirements in 
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Mitigation Measure TR-2.3, as revised under Master Response 1, the SUMC Project 
sponsors would expand the operations of the Marguerite Shuttle to meet increased demand 
resulting from the GO Pass incentive.  The implementation of the GO Pass program and 
the expanded shuttle service is anticipated to reduce VMT by employees of the SUMC 
Project by 13.5 percent.   

 The commentor also suggests the use of telemedicine to reduce VMT.  Determining 
appropriate methods to provide medical service is beyond the scope of the EIR. 

PTC4.51 The commentor is concerned that Stanford may increase shuttle service, resulting in fewer 
riders per shuttle, and suggests that the service should be open to patients as well.  The 
Marguerite Shuttle is currently available for patient use.  With the implementation of the 
GO Pass mitigation measure, the SUMC Project sponsors would increase service of the 
Marguerite shuttle to meet demand.   

PTC4.52 The commentor suggests that the implementation of the GO Pass be expanded to include the 
Hoover Pavilion and the Stanford Shopping Center employees in order to further capitalize 
on the reduction of VMT with the implementation of the SUMC Project.  The 
implementation of the GO Pass for the SUMC employees is included as mitigation in the 
Draft EIR because the SUMC Project sponsors have control over the employee programs 
for the hospital buildings.  It should be noted that some of these employees already receive 
GO Passes.  The tenants within the Hoover Pavilion and the Stanford Shopping Center are 
not under the control of the SUMC Project sponsors and, therefore, the SUMC Project 
mitigation cannot dictate the incorporation of the GO Pass mitigation to these tenants.   

PTC4.53 The commentor states that a hotel should be included in the SUMC Project.  Please Refer 
to Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations 
to the proposed alternatives.   

PTC4.54 The commentor inquires if the use of green roofs under the SUMC Project is counted 
towards their carbon offsets.  Carbon offsets with respect to vegetation in general, and 
specifically with respect to green roofs, is speculative.  Vegetation planted in a natural area 
that does not require the addition of water and/or fertilizer to maintain the plant growth 
would sequester CO2 and result in a net decrease in emissions.  However, the amount of 
CO2 sequestered by planting vegetation is minimal and is highly dependent on the type and 
age of the vegetation selected.  In the case of a green roof, or other urbanized landscape 
where trees and other vegetation require the use of water and/or fertilizer, the emissions of 
CO2 sequestered by the vegetation is often expended in energy required to treat and pump 
the water used and the generation of methane from fertilizer. The main advantage of green 
roofs with respect to minimizing CO2 emissions is that they have the added advantage of 
cooling the building and reducing the need of air conditioning.  As such, the analysis 
presented in the Draft EIR does not need to be updated to account for green roofs.  
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PTC4.55 The commentor suggests that the rooftops of the proposed buildings be utilized for 
additional purposes.  In addition to the green roofs, roof terraces, and the heliport, the 
roofs of the SUMC Project buildings would contain roof-mounted mechanical equipment 
such as heating and cooling units, vents, electrical fans, and noise shields.  Staff-Initiated 
Change 4 shows that, with identified mitigation, the SUMC Project would be consistent 
with the City’s Climate Protection Plan.  No further mitigation measures such as installing 
photovoltaic or solar powered equipment would be required.     

PTC4.56 The commentor suggests that the SUMC Project sponsors implement rainwater harvesting 
in the building design.  As explained on page 3.6-43 of the Draft EIR, the SHC and LPCH 
Hospital buildings would be required to provide empty tanks for storage of wastewater 
during an earthquake.  The SUMC Project sponsors have explored using these tanks to 
store rainwater in the interim.  However, such use would be subject to OSHPD approval. 

PTC4.57 The commentor suggests that the greenhouse gas emissions for an off-site location 
alternative be considered as part of the alternative’s analysis.  As explained in more detail 
in Response PTC4.19, above, an off-site location alternative was considered in Section 5 of 
the Draft EIR on pages 5-38 through 5-39.  If the SUMC Project were to be located 
elsewhere, the SUMC Project would need to be redesigned to function as a stand-alone 
hospital/research center.  Therefore, the SUMC Project would increase the greenhouse gas 
emissions from operations.   

PTC4.58 The commentor suggests that the EIR examine how the SUMC Project’s contribution would 
be allocated to the City of Palo Alto since the Hospitals provide regional care. Current 
methodology indicates that each city is accountable for the greenhouse gas emission sources 
that are within the city’s jurisdiction. Although the Hospitals serve the regional community, 
the Hospitals are within the City of Palo Alto.  Therefore, emissions from Hospital 
operations are included in the City-wide emissions estimates. 

PTC4.59 The commentor states that the TDM program should include incentives for clean fuel 
vehicles and to employees who use their GO Pass.  By reducing vehicle trips, the GO Pass 
mitigation measure would reduce greenhouse gas and criteria air pollutant emissions from 
employee trips.  Please also refer to Master Response 2 of a discussion of other TDM 
measures. 

PTC4.60 The commentor requests that the SUMC Project support the concept of living local and 
supporting the local community.  Please see Master Response 7 for a discussion of the 
SUMC Project’s impact on the City’s jobs to employed residents ratio and Mitigation 
Measure PH-3.1, on page 3.13-19 of the Draft EIR.  Also, the proposed SUMC Project 
does not include constructing new housing units.  One of the SUMC Project alternatives, 
the Village Concept Alternative, includes housing dedication.  Nonetheless, creating the 
incentive for employees of the SUMC to live locally or in nearby cities is beyond the scope 
of CEQA.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 
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PTC4.61 The commentor suggests that the TDM measures implemented at Stanford University be 
considered for the SUMC Project and asks that the measures be considered for the 
community physicians nurses and office workers as well.  With the exception of the GO 
Pass,  the Hospitals have the same TDM measures as Stanford University, including 
carpool promotion and vanpool subsidies.  Community physicians are not Hospital 
employees and are therefore not subject to this mitigation measure.  Please refer to Master 
Response 2 for a discussion of other TDM measures. 

PTC4.62 The commentor indicates that offsets should be considered as in-kind offset.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors would increase the Marguerite shuttle service as demand from the GO 
Pass increases the needs for shuttles.  The implementation of the GO Pass per Mitigation 
Measure TR-2.3, revised under Master Response 1, is anticipated to reduce VMT, and 
hence greenhouse gas emissions from transportation by 44.5 percent.  This is a significant 
reduction in emissions from transportation.   

 Housing may provide a benefit in both reduction of VMT as well as accessibility if there is 
a natural disaster such as an earthquake.  However, the Draft EIR analysis of greenhouse 
gases must deal with the implications of day-to-day operations.  While it is true that 
employees who live closer to the SUMC Project would reduce VMT, there is the potential 
that their spouses may have to drive further to their jobs and thereby negate any savings in 
VMT due to relocating workers closer to the facility.  As shown with respect to the revised 
analysis of the Village Concept Alternative (see Staff-Initiated Changes 4 and 8), emissions 
from VMT would be increased with implementation of the Village Concept Alternative 
after accounting for spousal trips and displacement of postdoctoral fellow and medical 
residents. 

 Finally, as detailed in the Staff-Initiated Change 4, the revised analysis shows that the 
SUMC Project would achieve more than a 30 percent reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions compared to BAU emissions.  Also, identified mitigation measures would ensure 
compliance with the individual policies of the City’s Climate Protection Plan.  Therefore, 
the suggested additional offset of VMT with respect to non-SUMC Project-related traffic is 
not required under CEQA. 

PTC4.63 The commentor suggests that increasing the benefits from using alternative fueled vehicles 
would increase the use of these vehicles and thereby further reduce VMT.  Use of 
alternative fueled vehicles would not reduce VMT, but could reduce emissions.  The 
increase in the use of clean-fueled vehicles would be hampered in the fact that they are not 
as readily available.  While several hybrid models are available that reduce fuel 
consumption, these vehicles do not entirely eliminate the need for gasoline.  Electric cars 
and other alternatively fueled vehicles are not readily available at this time.  While the 
technology exists, and the availability of electric cars on the commercial market is 
anticipated to begin in 2011 and 2012; data are not available regarding the availability and 
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sales of the electric vehicles in Palo Alto.  As such, even if the SUMC Project sponsors 
reactivate or add to the number of electrical charging stations accessible to employees, the 
benefits of this action would be speculative since user statistics are not available. 

 Offering a parking permit that would allow free parking in otherwise paid parking spaces 
for alternative and/or reduced emissions vehicles would be a benefit to those who already 
own fuel-efficient automobiles.  However, with the option of the GO Pass and the 
availability of other parking, there would not necessarily be an incentive for employees to 
purchase these alternative fueled vehicles.  

 In addition, as the revised analysis in Staff-Initiated Change 4 demonstrates, the SUMC 
Project impacts would be less than significant with respect to greenhouse gas emissions, 
with mitigation.  Therefore, while implementation of additional benefits for users of 
alternative fueled/reduced emissions vehicles could factor into the further reduction of 
vehicle emissions, its implementation is not required to meet the City’s climate change 
goals. 

PTC4.64 The commentor states that there should be connectivity served by the Marguerite shuttle 
between the Palo Alto Medical Foundation (PAMF) and the SUMC.  The connection 
between PAMF and SUMC already exists.  Line B links the SUMC with PAMF and 
provides service to and from the PAITS, Town & Country Village, Tresidder, and 
Stanford Shopping Center. 

PTC4.65 The commentor questions the impact on greenhouse gas sequestration by the removal or 
replacement of Protected Trees.  As discussed in Response PTC4.54, above, carbon 
sequestration varies by the age and type of vegetation that is planted.  In addition, the 
amount of greenhouse gases emitted to maintain trees that are not planted in natural areas 
can be equal to, if not greater than, the amount of CO2 sequestered as a result of having 
been planted.  As such, the removal of trees under the SUMC Project is not considered in 
the greenhouse gas and climate change analysis of the Draft EIR.   

PTC4.66 The commentor indicates that the Village Concept Alternative is an important way in which 
impacts from greenhouse gas emissions can be reduced.  As shown in the Staff-Initiated 
Change 4, the Village Concept Alternative would result in an increase in emissions over 
the SUMC Project and therefore does not reduce impacts with respect to greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
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PTC 5. Planning and Transportation Commission, June 30, 2010  

PTC5.1 The commentor asks how the regulations mandating a 20 percent reduction in urban water 
use would affect the SUMC Project and the conclusions from the Draft EIR.  The 
commentor also asks how the baseline water use will be determined.  As noted on page 
3.15-15 of the Draft EIR, SB 7 modifies the California Water Code (commencing with 
Section 10608) to require that water agencies achieve a 20 percent reduction in urban per 
capita water use by 2020.  The 20 percent reduction is relative to a baseline to be 
determined by each water agency using one of four methodologies described in the law.  
Water agencies have until July 1, 2011 to develop plans for achieving the required 
reductions.  As the City of Palo Alto Utilities (CPAU) will be developing plans for 
complying with SB 7 as part of its upcoming Urban Water Management Plan update 
process, the methodology for determining the Citywide baseline water use has not yet been 
identified.  Each methodology evaluates existing water use in determining a baseline for the 
target.  

PTC5.2 The commentor requests clarification as to what percent of the City of Palo Alto’s water 
supply the SUMC Project would require and the capacity of the City to generate its own 
water supply.  The City of Palo Alto currently does not have the capacity to generate its 
own water supply for the purposes of potable water service during years of normal rainfall.  
As noted on page 3.15-5 of the Draft EIR, the City has approved the development of the 
Emergency Water Supply and Storage Project (EWSS), which would develop groundwater 
capacity for use during water supply emergency conditions.  The City currently receives all 
of its potable water supply from the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC).  
The SUMC Project would create an increase in potable water demand of 0.18 million 
gallons per day (mgd) above existing demands.  As noted on page 3.15-19 of the Draft 
EIR, the projected water supply allocation from SFPUC by year 2030 is 13.18 mgd, of 
which 1.4 percent would be used by the SUMC Project facilities.   

 The commentor also requests similar information relative to other utilities such as 
stormwater, electricity, and wastewater.  Wastewater from the City of Palo Alto is treated 
by the Palo Alto Regional Water Quality Control Plant (RWQCP), which allocates 13.2 
mgd of treatment capacity to the City.  As noted on page 3.15-23 of the Draft EIR, the 
SUMC Project would create an increase of 262,950 gallons per day (0.26 mgd) in 
wastewater flow.  The current average flow from the City is 9.3 mgd and the SUMC 
Project would increase that flow to 9.56 mgd.  The SUMC Project increase amounts to 2.7 
percent of the total wastewater flow from the City. 

 As noted on page 3.15-29 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project at full buildout would have 
a net increased peak electricity demand of 9.04 megawatts (MW), or a new total peak 
demand of 20.2 MW.  This net increase is less than five percent of the City’s 2007 peak 
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load demand of 185 MW and also less than five percent of the City’s remaining peak load 
capacity of 200 MW. 

 The stormwater impacts from the SUMC Project have been evaluated based on the 
percentage of pervious land surfaces on the SUMC Sites.  Stanford University’s 
stormwater conveyance system serves the SUMC Sites and has the capacity to convey a 6-
hour 10-year storm event without flooding.  Page 3.15-24 of the Draft EIR states that the 
SUMC Site is currently 27 percent pervious land surfaces with 3 percent of green roofs.  
Implementation of the Main SUMC Project would ultimately create about 26 percent 
pervious land surfaces and about 11 percent of green roofs, increasing the total amount of 
pervious land surfaces on the Main SUMC Site by 7 percent. 

PTC5.3 The commentor asks if the hospital would remain serviceable long-term if the City of Palo 
Alto could not provide power in the event of flooding or earthquakes resulting in damage to 
off-site electrical facilities.  The SUMC facilities receive power from the City of Palo Alto 
Utilities Department.  The off-site electrical facilities in question are City of Palo Alto 
utilities facilities in a floodplain area on soils subject to liquefaction and extreme ground 
shaking.  The facility in question and related on-site existing hydrologic and geologic 
conditions are an existing condition and not a new feature proposed under the SUMC 
Project.  Accordingly, the Draft EIR does not address potential effects related to the 
facility nor provide mitigation to improve the existing conditions.  With regard to 
electricity supply in the event of an emergency or power outage, the State of California and 
the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations require 92 to 96 hours 
of emergency generator capacity for all life safety systems, and predominantly for most 
systems within the hospital.1  

 The Cardinal Cogeneration Plant produces electric and thermal energy for the Stanford 
central campus using natural gas fuel.  The existing plant could serve as a backup generator 
to supply electricity to the campus in the event that Palo Alto had a power outage.  
However, Stanford has completed exhaustive studies of long-term energy supply options to 
succeed the cogeneration plant when its contract expires in 2015 and has decided to install 
a “regeneration” plant that utilizes waste heat recovery to achieve 40 percent to 50 percent 
more fuel efficiency and use 70 percent less water than the existing cogeneration plant.  
The regeneration plant would no longer generate electricity and would not be able to serve 
as a backup generator because electricity would not be generated at the facility.  Electricity 
for the regeneration facility would be purchased from PG&E or other providers.2     

                                              
1 Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, July 19, 2010. 
2  Dan Stober, Stanford Report, Stanford moves aggressively to cut energy use, reduce carbon impact, 

October 19, 2009, available at: http://news.stanford.edu/news/2009/october19/stanford-carbon-footprint-
101909. html?view=print, accessed October 13, 2010.  
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 As noted, the State of California and the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
Organizations require 92 to 96 hours of emergency generator capacity for all life safety 
systems, and predominantly for most systems within the hospital.  The SUMC Sites are 
currently served by 12 emergency generators that have a total capacity of 9.4 MW.  
However, in order to meet the increased demand for backup emergency power under the 
SUMC Project, up to an additional 21 MW of emergency generator capacity would be 
required.  As described on pages 2-50 and 2-52 of the Draft EIR, ten new 2-megawatt 
generators would be provided within the Main SUMC Site; seven for SHC between Welch 
Road and the proposed hospital, and three for LPCH adjacent to the existing generators 
near Quarry Road.  In addition, each of the proposed SoM buildings (FIM 1, 2, and 3) 
would have an emergency generator in proximity to the proposed building with no more 
than two generators at any location.  In total, the SUMC Project would add 13 emergency 
generators to the Main SUMC Site.  The existing and new emergency generators are shown 
in Figure 2-17 of the Draft EIR on page 2-51.  In the case of an emergency or power 
outage, these generators would be able to provide energy to the SUMC Project facilities 
would comply with the State requirements for emergency generators for life safety systems.    

PTC5.4 The commentor asks for confirmation that the City of Palo Alto does not have plans for 
wastewater capacity expansions at the Regional Water Quality Treatment Plant as part of 
the new Ultraviolet (UV) Disinfection Facility system.  The UV Disinfection Facility system 
was constructed and went into operation August 2010.  The UV disinfection system did not 
increase plant capacity at the Regional Water Quality Control Plant.  Current maximum 
capacity is 80 million gallons per day hydraulically in a peak wet weather event.  The City 
of Palo Alto Public Works Department does not anticipate the need to increase plant 
capacity and, at this time, there are no plans to increase plant capacity.3 

PTC5.5 The commentor requests clarification as to what percent of the peak electricity capacity the 
SUMC Project would require.  As noted on page 3.15-29 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC 
Project at full buildout would have a net increased peak electricity demand of 9.04 MW, or 
a new total peak demand of 20.2 MW.  This net increase is less than five percent of the 
City’s 2007 peak load demand of 185 MW and also less than five percent of the City’s 
remaining peak load capacity of 200 MW. 

PTC5.6 The commentor suggests anaerobic digestion as mitigation for the SUMC Project demands 
on water, wastewater treatment, and energy.  According to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15126.4(a)(3), mitigation measures are not required for impacts that are not found to be 
significant.  Therefore, since less-than-significant utility impacts would occur under the 
SUMC Project, mitigation measures are not required under CEQA.   

                                              
3  Jamie Allen, Plant Manager, Regional Water Quality Control Plant, City of Palo Alto Public Works 

Department, electronic communication with PBS&J, October 14, 2010.   
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 Anaerobic digestion is not currently included in Stanford’s long-term Central Energy 
Facility plans.  Stanford continues to investigate this option and other waste-to-energy 
options such as biomass as it is working out the details of its long-term energy plans.4   

PTC5.7 The commentor asks if hospital wastewater is metered and if the SUMC pays for the 
wastewater treatment according to how much they use.  As explained on pages 3.15-8 
through 3.15-9 of the Draft EIR, Utilities, the RWQCP serves Palo Alto and other 
neighboring jurisdictions.  All wastewater generated is metered by the CPAU, which 
oversees the RWQCP.  Wastewater metering monitors commercial customers, which 
includes hospital uses, and each entity pays for their usage. 

 The RWQCP quantifies the SUMC’s sewage output based on the amount of domestic water 
that the SUMC receives.  Water used for irrigation and fire services are separated from the 
domestic water since these water uses would not return to the system.  However, it is 
assumed that almost all of the domestic water used by the SUMC is discharged into the 
sewage system.  As a result, the RWQCP quantifies how much wastewater the SUMC 
inputs into the wastewater treatment plant.5 

PTC5.8 The commentor asks if the SUMC Project sponsors examined the use of greywater.  
Greywater is used domestic water (except for sewage) that is recycled for irrigation 
purposes.  The SUMC Project sponsors considered a greywater system under the SUMC 
Project.  However, based on discussions with OSHPD, hospitals are not allowed to use 
greywater systems since there is a risk of potential errors.6   In addition, all the fixtures 
would need to be double-piped, which would create a significant financial burden on the 
SUMC Project sponsors.7  As such, greywater systems would not be installed under the 
SUMC Project due to regulatory and fiscal concerns.    

PTC5.9 The commentor asks if the Cardinal Cogeneration Plant could be used as a backup 
generator for the hospital.  The Cardinal Cogeneration Plant produces electric and thermal 
energy for the Stanford central campus using natural gas fuel.  Therefore, the existing plant 
could serve as a backup generator to supply electricity to the campus in the event that Palo 
Alto had a power outage.  However, Stanford has completed exhaustive studies of long-
term energy supply options to succeed the cogeneration plant when its contract expires in 
2015 and has decided to install a “regeneration” plant that utilizes waste heat recovery to 
achieve 40 percent to 50 percent more fuel efficiency and use 70 percent less water than the 
existing cogeneration plant.  The regeneration plant would no longer generate electricity 

                                              
4  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 
5  Roland Ekstrand, Senior Project Engineer, City of Palo Alto Utilities Department, Planning and 

Transportation Commission hearing, June 30, 2010. 
6  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, June 30, 2010. 
7  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, City Council 

Hearing, July 19, 2010. 
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and would not be able to serve as a backup generator because electricity would not be 
generated at the facility.  Electricity for the regeneration facility would be purchased from 
PG&E or other providers.     

 The commentor also asks if the Cardinal Cogeneration Plant could be expanded to include 
compostable materials in order to supply additional electricity.  Stanford has itemized its 
solid waste stream and investigated waste-to-energy technologies that might be feasible for 
extracting energy.  While no specific technologies for this have yet been selected and 
incorporated into Stanford’s energy and waste management plans, the university continues 
to explore and consider such technologies and management practices. 

PTC5.10 The commentor questions the asbestos survey and actions proposed under Mitigation 
Measure HM-2.1 on pages 3.12-37 through 3.12-38 of the Draft EIR.  As described under 
Mitigation Measure HM-2.1, an asbestos survey would be performed on all areas of the 
buildings anticipated to be demolished and/or renovated.  This survey would be performed 
by a licensed asbestos abatement contractor.  As also included in HM-2.1, in the event that 
asbestos is identified in the buildings proposed to be demolished and/or renovated, all 
asbestos containing materials would be removed and appropriately disposed of by a 
licensed asbestos abatement contractor.  A site health and safety plan to ensure worker 
safety, in compliance with California Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) requirements (8 CCR 5208),8 would be developed by the SUMC Project sponsors 
and in place prior to commencing renovation or demolition work on portions of buildings 
containing asbestos.   

PTC5.11 The commentor requests information regarding the potential for lead paint in the buildings 
proposed for demolition.  As described on pages 3.12-36 through 3.12-37 of the Draft EIR, 
the SUMC Project would require demolition of about 1.2 million square feet of existing 
buildings, some of which date back to 1953.  Because it was common building practice to 
use materials containing lead, as well as Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCBs) and mercury in 
structures built prior to 1981, demolition of the existing buildings (which were built prior 
to 1981) could disturb these hazardous building materials causing a potential adverse health 
or safety effects to construction workers, the public, and/or the environment. 

 As noted under Impact HM-2 on page 3.12-36 of the Draft EIR, if hazardous materials 
were found upon construction inspection at levels that require special handling (i.e., any 
building material containing 0.1 percent asbestos, paint that contains more than 5,000 parts 
per million of lead, or any building materials known or suspected to contain any amount of 
PCBs or mercury), then the SUMC Project sponsors must manage these materials as 
required by law and according to federal and State regulations and guidelines, including 
those of the Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC), Bay Area Air Quality 

                                              
8  California Code of Regulations, Title 8, Section 5208. 
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Management District (BAAQMD), OSHA, Santa Clara County Office of Emergency 
Services (OES), and any other agency with jurisdiction over these hazardous materials. 

 Additionally, in sufficient concentrations, lead, as well as mercury and PCBs, are regulated 
as hazardous wastes.  Lead, PCBs, and mercury are regulated under the federal Toxic 
Substances Control Act of 1976, and OSHA standards establish a maximum safe exposure 
level for types of construction work where lead exposure may occur.  Adherence to 
applicable health and safety requirements for these substances would ensure that potential 
exposure impacts from lead, as well as PCBs, and/or mercury would be less than 
significant, as described on page 3.12-37 of the Draft EIR. 

PTC5.12 The commentor requests more information regarding additional steps that would take place 
in the event that contaminated soils are encountered during construction.  As described on 
page 3.12-41, Mitigation Measure HM-3.3 requires several corrective actions in the case 
that contaminated media is encountered during construction activities.  These actions 
include removal of all buried underground storage tanks from the property, conducting 
soils sampling to determine the health risks and develop disposal criteria and, if warranted, 
developing a Site Health and Safety Plan to ensure worker safety in compliance with 
OSHA.  

 Please see Response 2.2 in Section 4, Written Comments and Responses, of this document 
for additional information regarding soils contamination and mitigation.   

PTC5.13 The commentor asks whether the Draft EIR includes a figure showing the truck routes 
during construction of the SUMC Project.  The applicable designated truck routes in the 
City of Palo Alto are depicted in Figure 3.4-6 on page 3.4-41 of the Draft EIR.  In 
addition, the designated truck routes in the City of Menlo Park are shown in Figure 3.4-7 
on page 3.4-42 of the Draft EIR.   

 The commentor also requests a legible helicopter flight path figure.  As explained on page 
2-49 of the Draft EIR, Project Description, the future helicopter approach and departure 
paths would generally remain the same as the current paths, although the SUMC Project 
sponsors anticipate that heliport operations would increase by 28 percent at full occupancy 
of the SUMC Project.  Figures 3.7-3 and 3.7-5 on pages 3.7-14 and 3.7-29 of the Draft 
EIR, respectively, depict the existing and future sound contours regarding helicopter noise.  
A comparison of Figures 3.7-3 and 3.7-5 shows that the exposure of the surrounding area 
to maximum helicopter noise at or above 85 dBA SEL would stay approximately the same 
as existing conditions because the approach/departure paths of the helicopters would not 
change substantially with the SUMC Project.   

 Although Figures 3.7-3 and 3.7-5 do not show the helicopter flight path, this path can be 
reliably inferred from the shape of the noise contours.  The flight path is the median line 
that symmetrically divides the central (purple) band defining the area exposed to 85 dB 
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SEL during helicopter approach or departure.  The departure path is to the northeast from 
the heliport, with the helicopters staying south of Sand Hill Road and over Stanford 
University property.  The approach path to the heliport is from the southwest.  According 
to SUMC Project sponsors, flight paths do not, and in the future would not, overfly 
residential areas north of Sand Hill Road.   

PTC5.14 The commentor asks if the Draft EIR includes a figure that illustrates the helicopter flight 
path.  Please refer to Response PTC5.13, above, for a description of the helicopter flight 
path and the associated figures in the Draft EIR.      

PTC5.15 The commentor notes that the Draft EIR identifies shuttle buses as a mitigation to reduce 
motor vehicle trips from the SUMC Project, such as those described under Mitigation 
Measure TR-2.3 starting on page 3.4-67.  The commentor also suggests additional 
mitigation be considered to mitigate potential noise impacts from the additional shuttle 
buses that would be considered under that mitigation measure.  SUMC Project-related 
traffic was evaluated in the Draft EIR.  The analysis assumes that there would be a mix of 
new vehicles associated with the SUMC Project, such as delivery trucks and shuttle buses, 
similar to the existing conditions along the roadways.  Except for ambulance noise impacts 
at residential units along the new Sand Hill Road ambulance route, the Draft EIR does not 
identify any cases where significant operational motor vehicle noise impacts are expected.  
As shown in Table 3.7-11, noise increments from SUMC Project traffic along all of the 
major site access routes, as estimated by application of the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA’s) Traffic Noise Model (TNM) model, would be no larger than 0.3 
dBA, far short of the City’s 3 dBA significance criterion.  Other sources of SUMC Project-
related transportation-source noise, specifically medical helicopters and delivery truck 
loading activity, are considered in Impact NO-3, on page 3.7-26 of the Draft EIR, and 
Impact NO-4, on page 3.7-36 of the Draft EIR, respectively; these impacts were found to 
be less than significant.  According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(3), mitigation 
measures are not required for impacts that are not found to be significant.  Therefore, since 
less-than-significant traffic noise impacts would occur under the SUMC Project, mitigation 
measures are not required under CEQA.   

PTC5.16 The commentor asks that provision be made for monitoring of noise levels during SUMC 
construction.  The Draft EIR did not require noise monitoring as part of the construction 
noise mitigation measures because the noise generated during construction would only have 
the potential to exceed the City standard (i.e., 10 dBA above ambient) at on-site locations 
during the 12-year construction schedule.  Since the likely affected receptors would be 
SUMC Project patients and since the construction contractors would be working under the 
authority of the SUMC Project sponsors, solutions to these conflicts could likely be worked 
out internally.  In contrast, there would be a low potential to exceed City standards at off-
site sensitive receptors.  Should this happen occasionally, Mitigation Measure NO-1.1g, on 
page 3.7-24 of the Draft EIR, requires there be a noise disturbance coordinator designated 
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for the construction period.  Therefore, there would be a channel for complaints and their 
resolution should complaints arise during the construction period.   

 In addition, under the Tree Preservation Alternative, where construction activities could 
include pile driving, there could be additional impacts to off-site sensitive receptors.  
Under this alternative, additional mitigation measures to reduce pile driving noise are 
proposed.  

PTC5.17 The commentor expresses concern that the list of cumulative construction projects 
considered in the Draft EIR was not inclusive of all known projects that might produce 
construction noise.  On page 3.7-38, the Draft EIR identifies the residential use at 1100 
Welch Road as the use that would most likely be affected by construction noise from the 
SUMC Project and from other projects constructed simultaneously under the Stanford 
University 2000 Community Plan and General Use Permit (CP/GUP), resulting in a 
significant cumulative noise impact.  In addition, construction at 777 Welch Road could 
also contribute to a significant cumulative noise impact.  In general, significant cumulative 
noise impacts should be expected at any other locations where two or more projects are 
under construction simultaneously in close proximity to noise-sensitive uses.  The Draft 
EIR includes a list in Section 3.1 of the projects that could be constructed concurrently with 
SUMC Project construction, as presented on pages 3.1-4 through 3.1-5.   

PTC5.18 The commentor expresses a similar concern about the Draft EIR’s failure to be specific 
about where significant cumulative vibration impacts could occur.  In the case of vibration, 
unless simultaneous construction activity would occur on multiple sites within a hundred 
feet of a vibration-sensitive receptor, there would be little potential for cumulative vibration 
impacts.  In contrast, for noise the radius of concern would be several hundred feet or 
greater.  Please see Response PTC5.17, above, for additional information about 
construction projects in the vicinity of the SUMC Sites.       

PTC5.19 The commentor expresses concern that the Draft EIR did not offer any mitigation for the 
identified ambulance noise impact along Sand Hill Road.  Table 3.2-2 on page 3.2-25 
compares the SUMC Project to Comprehensive Plan policies and includes Policy N-36, 
which encourages the location of land uses in areas with compatible noise environments.  
The SUMC Project would emit significant and unavoidable ambulance noise on residential 
uses off a portion of Sand Hill Road.  However, as noted in Table 3.2-2, ambulance noise 
is not considered to be incompatible in residential or other developed areas.  In this case, 
the Comprehensive Plan threshold was exceeded only because this portion of Sand Hill 
Road would be a new ambulance route after the new hospital is built.  Moreover, the 
ambulance noise would be sporadic and would not justify the installation of additional 
acoustic insulation.  Policy N-39 does not prohibit location of land uses with incompatible 
noise sources; rather, it calls for encouraging location of land uses in areas with compatible 
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noise environments.  As such, the SUMC Project would not conflict with the 
Comprehensive Plan with regards to ambulance noise in residential areas. 

 As stated on page 3.7-33 of the Draft EIR, no feasible mitigation measures would prevent 
or reduce the identified SUMC Project-related ambulance noise impact at the residential 
uses along Sand Hill Road.  One way to reduce ambulance noise would be to forbid 
ambulance access to the new emergency room via Durand Way.  However, this would be 
practically impossible given the emergency nature of ambulance activity.  Another way 
would be to erect a sound wall between Sand Hill Road and the residences located along 
Sand Hill Road.  But this would be unsightly and could result in a new environmental 
impact.  As such, no mitigation measures are feasible, resulting in a significant and 
unavoidable noise impact.   

 The commentors also express an interest in a timeline for noise sources on when and where 
they would occur throughout the 12-year construction period.  Project-specific construction 
details such as these are not available at this time.   

PTC5.20 The commentor requests an explanation of the difference between the noise limits of the 
Comprehensive Plan versus the Municipal Code.  The Natural Environment Element of the 
Comprehensive Plan contains noise-related policies, programs, and guidelines to address 
the City’s desire to locate new land uses and development projects in areas with compatible 
noise levels, minimize the noise created by new development and its impacts on existing 
land uses, and minimize disturbances within the City due to excessive noise.  In particular, 
noise impacts associated with new development include both short-term construction 
impacts and long-term operational impacts, including traffic.  Policies in the Natural 
Environment Element of the Comprehensive Plan address both of these sources.  
Construction activities are regulated to minimize disturbances to surrounding uses.  Long-
term impacts are reduced through a number of measures, including design and construction 
methods that reflect or absorb sound, landscaping and barriers, and site planning to reduce 
noise exposure.  

 The Noise Ordinance defines standards to address the amount of noise, duration of noise, 
and source of sounds other than ambient noise that affect the community.  A noise 
ordinance defines which sounds are and are not acceptable at certain times so that residents 
can live comfortably within a community in terms of the audible sounds.  The Noise 
Ordinance is primarily enforced by police patrol officers.  Common residential noise 
sources include music, parties, barking dogs, and power equipment such as leaf blowers, 
lawn mowers, and swimming pool pumps.  The controls in the Noise Ordinance apply to 
each of these disturbances.  Common commercial and industrial noise sources include 
pumps and air compressors, air conditioners, and construction equipment.  Most noise 
complaints about industry are made by residents of nearby areas when machinery is run 
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during the evenings.  These problems can usually be reduced by restricting operating hours 
or making engineering modifications. 

PTC5.21 The commentor asks for clarification of the Draft EIR findings on helicopter and ambulance 
noise impacts.  With regard to mitigations for helicopter noise impacts at 1100 Welch 
Road, helicopter noise was considered as part of the analysis for Impact NO-3 on pages 
3.7-26 through 3.7-30 of the Draft EIR.  The Draft EIR concludes that helicopter noise 
impacts to the sensitive receptors would be less than significant and, therefore, the 
installation of additional noise control features for nearby residents would not be required. 

 With regard to ambulance noise impacts, the commentor asks for clarification of where the 
existing ambulance routes are and where they would be directed with completion of the 
SUMC Project.  Figure 3.7-6 (page 3.7-31 of the Draft EIR) and Figure 3.7-7 (page 3.7-32 
of the Draft EIR) show the existing and future ambulance routes.  The commentor also 
notes that additional mitigation for ambulance noise relating to restrictions on siren use 
based on time of day and patient condition, and on recommendations to resume the old 
ambulance route on Quarry Road could apply under certain conditions.  These mitigation 
measures were not added to the Draft EIR because use of sirens is a safety measure.  
Ambulance operations already follow protocols for siren use based upon patient needs and 
safety concerns.  Ambulance routes similarly are chosen to transport patients in need of 
emergency treatment as quickly and efficiently as possible.  Choice of route should be left 
to the discretion of ambulance drivers based on their knowledge of traffic conditions, 
delays, and timing. 

PTC5.22 The commentor requests that additional mitigations be added to the Draft EIR to further 
reduce the noise impacts of construction trucks.  The Draft EIR does not identify any 
significant noise impacts caused by construction truck traffic.  Under the Comprehensive 
Plan noise policies, project construction would have to contribute an additional traffic 
volume comparable to the existing baseline volume before the noise increment would 
approach the 3-5 dBA standard.  Consequently, no significant contribution from 
construction trucks to the baseline traffic noise levels along the access routes are expected.   

 According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(3), mitigation measures are not 
required for impacts that are not found to be significant.  Therefore, since less-than-
significant traffic noise impacts would occur during the construction and operational phases 
under the SUMC Project, mitigation measures are not required under CEQA.   

PTC5.23 The commentor requests information regarding the flight path of the helicopters under the 
SUMC Project.  Please refer to Response PTC5.14, above, for an explanation of the 
existing and future helicopter flight paths. 

 The commentor also states that a helicopter at a ground-level helicopter pad is louder than 
a helicopter at a rooftop helicopter pad.  As described on page 2-39 of the Draft EIR, the 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-196

existing heliport that serves both hospitals at the roof of the Hospital Modernization Project 
(HMP) building would continue to operate as a secondary heliport under the SUMC 
Project.  A new, additional heliport would be located about 700 feet to the northwest of the 
existing heliport, at a height of up to 130 feet on the roof of the new SHC Hospital 
building.  Therefore, no heliports under the SUMC Project would be located at ground-
level. 

PTC5.24 The commentor suggests consideration of improvements to the Searsville dam as an 
additional public benefit of the SUMC Project, which would also reduce potential risk of 
dam failure inundation.  Typical dam failure inundation studies are conducted assuming the 
dam fails to the base.  The Draft EIR on page 3.11-8, notes that the Searsville dam design 
has withstood two major earthquakes (1906 and 1989) because the structure allows 
dissipation of seismic shocks.  As identified in the same paragraph, the Searsville dam is 
regularly inspected by the State of California and Stanford University.  Thus, the overall 
risk of dam failure for the Searsville dam failing to its base is remote and is considered an 
existing condition.  

 As identified in the Draft EIR on page 3.11-48, under Impact HW-8, even though the risk 
of dam failure is an existing condition, the SUMC Project would increase the number of 
people exposed to this risk.  However, the analysis further notes that the City of Palo Alto 
Emergency Plan and emergency preparedness would reduce the potential for risks to 
people.  As such, because potential risks are remote and emergency plans would inform 
and protect people, impacts associated with dam failure inundation remain less than 
significant.  According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(3), mitigation measures 
are not required for impacts that are not found to be significant.  Therefore, since less-
than-significant dam failure impacts would occur under the SUMC Project, mitigation 
measures are not warranted required under CEQA.   

PTC5.25 The commentor questions the proposed moat around the SHC Hospital building in order to 
absorb shocks from earthquakes.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of 
SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.  The following is a description of the 
shock absorbers.  The lateral system of the proposed SHC Hospital building would consist 
of steel movement resisting frames, with a base isolation system located below the 
basement level.  The base isolators would be supported by reinforced concrete pedestals, 
located in a crawl space below the basement floor.  In addition, there would be a 
moat surrounding the entire foundation.  The width of the moat would be sized such that it 
is slightly larger than the base isolation system’s maximum possible displacement capacity.  
The top of the foundation slab would be 25 feet above the measured water table; therefore 
water infiltration and seismic transmission is not a concern.  An under-slab drainage system 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-197

would be designed into the foundation slab that would prevent groundwater from 
infiltrating the concrete foundation.9 

PTC5.26 The commentor requests to know how citizens of neighboring jurisdictions would access the 
SUMC Sites in the event that a natural disaster would impede the emergency access routes.  
Jurisdictions in the vicinity of the SUMC Project have emergency evacuation and access 
plans already in place.  Although the SUMC Project would increase operations at the 
SUMC Sites, the SUMC Project would not impair existing emergency plans of neighboring 
cities during an earthquake.   

PTC5.27 This commentor requests clarification of how construction of underground structures more 
than 40 feet below ground surface would be mitigated assuming that groundwater was 30 
feet below ground surface.  This comment further asks whether or not the Draft EIR 
analysis takes into account potential effects from the High Speed Train (HST) deep cut-and-
cover tunnels that may affect groundwater and sea level rise effects on groundwater levels. 

 The depth to groundwater at the SUMC Site is more than 30 feet below ground surface, as 
presented in the Draft EIR on page 3.11-18.  Because fluctuations in groundwater levels 
can occur, the design groundwater depth is recommended to be 30 feet below ground 
surface.  The Draft EIR on page 3.11-33 notes that groundwater dewatering may be 
required in order to construct deep facilities and discusses the existing regulatory 
requirements to ensure that any groundwater dewatering would not have substantial effects.  
As noted in the Draft EIR on page 3.11-34, last partial paragraph continuing to the top of 
page 3.11-35, underground structures would require flood-proofing where they extend 
below the design groundwater depth of 30 feet below ground surface or measured 
groundwater depths.  Flood-proofing practices would prevent underground structures from 
groundwater-induced flooding.  Please see Response PTC 5.35, below, for an explanation 
why SUMC Project facilities would not impede groundwater flow. 

 As noted in the Draft EIR on page 3.11-49, the HST project is included in the cumulative 
impacts analysis.  However, potential effects on groundwater flows and the water table 
associated with development of the HST project were not addressed in this Draft EIR.  At 
the time of this Draft EIR preparation, the HST project configurations and selected 
alternative had not been identified and impact analysis regarding potential groundwater 
table effects would be speculative.  However, portions of the HST track areas could be in 
deep cut-and-cover tunnels or open trenches that could affect local groundwater flow and 
groundwater gradients in certain areas, depending upon the selected alternative.  Deep open 
trenches would more likely impede groundwater flow because groundwater would not be 
able to flow both over and under the long structures.  If the HST would result in substantial 
effects on groundwater flow and groundwater gradients, mitigation measures would be 
required in the environmental document for the HST to mitigate any potential effects.  

                                              
9  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 
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Effects from the HST project would not combine with effects from the SUMC Project 
because the SUMC Project would not impede groundwater flow.  

 Potential effects of sea level rise are addressed in the Draft EIR on page 3.6-12; however, 
the Draft EIR does not provide an analysis of potential effects of sea level rise on 
groundwater levels.  The Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) has 
predicted that sea level rise could be 16 inches by 2050 and 55 inches by 2100.10  There are 
currently no construction codes that would take into account potential sea-level rise effects 
on groundwater levels.  Potential groundwater effects associated with sea level rise would 
depend on both the magnitude and timing of the sea level rise, as well as geohydrologic 
characteristics.  An increase in sea level could have a similar, greater, or lesser effect on 
shallow groundwater levels at the SUMC Sites, depending on how quickly groundwater 
flows through the shallow groundwater system, the amount of water storage capacity in the 
underlying materials, the percolation rate through aquifer layers, and whether or not other 
factors serve to lower groundwater levels (e.g., pumping) or raise groundwater levels 
(e.g., recharge).  Because the magnitude and timing of sea level rise and other factors that 
would affect groundwater levels are unknown, potential effects of sea level rise on 
groundwater levels are speculative.  However, it can be expected that groundwater levels 
would remain at least 25 feet below ground surface (five feet shallower groundwater than 
existing conditions design groundwater level).  The SUMC Project features that could be 
affected by higher groundwater levels induced by sea level rise would include parking 
structures, and effects on parking structures would not be substantial.  Furthermore, sea 
level rise effects would not be an episodic event; if substantial sea level rise were to occur 
that could affect SUMC Project features, remedial actions could be implemented (e.g., 
extended flood-proofing) when and if groundwater level effects are identified. 

PTC5.28 The commentor raises the issue of long-term electricity service to the SUMC Project if the 
City of Palo Alto cannot provide power in the event of flooding or earthquakes identified in 
comment PTC5.3.  In response to this comment, please refer to Response PTC5.3, above.   

PTC5.29 The commentor addresses the potential dam failure inundation issues of comment PTC5.24.  
In response to this comment, please refer to Response PTC5.24, above.  The potential 
impacts associated with dam failure inundation are addressed in Impact HY-8 on page 3.11-
48 of the Draft EIR. 

PTC5.30 The commentor asks what impacts, especially during construction, would occur on 
evacuation routes under the SUMC Project.  The impact on emergency plans is discussed 
in the Hazardous Materials Section of the Draft EIR.  As explained on pages 3.12-48 
through 3.12-50 of the Draft EIR, under Impact HM-10, the SUMC Project would have a 
significant impact on emergency access routes due to truck traffic during construction and 

                                              
10  Bay Conservation and Development Commission, "Living with a Rising Bay: Vulnerability and Adaptation in 

San Francisco Bay and on the Shoreline," April 7, 2009. 
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degradation of the level of service (LOS) at several intersections during operation.  
Mitigation Measure HM-10.1 would require advanced coordination with the City of Palo 
Alto on construction routes.  This measure, together with Mitigation Measures TR-1.1, 
TR-1.4 through TR-1.6, and TR-1.8, presented in Section 3.4, Transportation, would 
reduce the significant impacts to a less-than-significant level.  In addition, Mitigation 
Measure TR-9.1, also presented in Section 3.4, would involve the installation of 
emergency vehicle traffic signal priority (OptiCom) at all intersections significantly 
impacted by the operations of the SUMC Project.  Therefore, implementation of these 
measures would reduce the SUMC Project’s impact on emergency evacuation and response 
plans to less than significant.      

PTC5.31 The commentor requests public disclosure if potentially contaminated areas are identified.  
The commentor further suggests that a website or other mechanism be used to inform the 
public regarding findings of the various excavations.  The Santa Clara County Department 
of Environmental Health (DEH) manages the Local Oversight Program.  Contaminated site 
investigation and cleanup documents are posted for public review and use at:  
http://lustop.sccgov.org/.  The DTSC or San Francisco Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (RWQCB) have lead clean-up oversight and the City of Palo Alto Fire Department 
(PAFD) has local agency oversight of hazardous materials contaminated sites and their 
remediation.  Contaminated site investigation and clean up documents prepared under the 
oversight of the RWQCB and DTSC are posted for public review and use at: 
http://geotracker. swrcb.ca.gov and at: http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public, 
respectively.   

PTC5.32 The commentor requests clarification regarding the amount of impervious surface area and 
suggests a contradiction in listed amounts on page 3.11-34 and 3.11-40 of the Draft EIR. 
The value listed on page 3.11-34 of the Draft EIR is the amount of new impervious land 
surfaces and the values listed on page 3.11-40 of the Draft EIR is the total amount of 
pervious surfaces.  This can be confusing to the reader.  On page 3.11-34 of the Draft EIR, 
the impact discussion regards groundwater recharge.  Therefore, any surface that would 
impede groundwater recharge is considered, including green roofs (percolating water 
would be retained in the green roofs and not available for groundwater recharge).  As 
presented in footnote 101 on page 3.11-34 of the Draft EIR, “‘Land surface’ refers to the 
footprint area of structures and landscaping.  While green roofs would be considered a 
pervious surface for runoff reduction, green roofs would not be available for groundwater 
recharge as would pervious land surfaces.” 

 On page 3.11-40 of the Draft EIR, the impacts analysis discusses potential effects on 
stormwater runoff.  As such, the pervious green roofs, which could infiltrate and store 
some runoff, is a relevant portion of the overall site pervious surfaces.  Overall, the 
amount of new pervious surfaces that could infiltrate runoff water would increase by about 
seven percent (as noted on page 3.11-41).  Although the text on page 3.11-40 of the Draft 
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EIR does not state that there would be an increase or decrease in impervious or pervious 
area, the text can lead to some confusion.  As such, the following text has been added as 
the third sentence of the first paragraph on page 3.11-34 of the Draft EIR in order to 
clarify the differences and applicability of numbers presented.   

Groundwater Recharge. During construction, the balance between pervious and 
impervious land surfaces101 would repeatedly change. Consequently, there is a potential 
for a temporary increase in impervious land surfaces and therefore, temporary 
reduction in groundwater recharge.  Impervious land surfaces, including green roof 
areas, would prevent the downward percolation of rainfall and groundwater recharge.   

 Page 3.11-40, last partial paragraph, and continuing on to page 3.11-41, first partial 
paragraph of the Draft EIR: 

The SUMC Site surface is currently about 27 percent pervious land surfaces (refer 
footnote 101 on page 3.11-34) with about 3 percent of green roofs for a total of 70 
percent impervious surfaces that could contribute to stormwater runoff.  Both pervious 
land surfaces and other pervious surfaces, such as green roofs, would allow for 
percolation and storage of rainfall and reduce runoff by effectively reducing the amount 
of impervious surfaces that could contribute to stormwater runoff.  Implementation of 
the SUMC Project would replace existing buildings and surface parking lots with new 
buildings, underground parking, and a new parking structure, and ultimately create 
result in about 26 percent pervious land surfaces and about 11 percent of green roofs 
for a total of 63 percent impervious surfaces that could contribute to stormwater 
runoff.106 Green roofs can detain 60 to 100 percent of precipitation, depending upon the 
substrate and size of storm event.107 The increased reduced amount of impervious 
surfaces that could contribute to stormwater runoff (land surface plus green roof area; a 
(7 percent total increase reduction in effective impervious surfaces) would reduce the 
amount of stormwater runoff from the SUMC Project compared to existing conditions.  
Because there would be no net-increase in directly-connected impervious surfaces and 
the SUMC Sites are within an area designated as exempt from HM controls on the 
County HM map, the SUMC Project would be exempt from the HM stormwater 
controls requirements; a no-net-increase-indirectly-connected-impervious-area condition 
is considered to be sufficient to determine that there would be no increase in runoff 
rates, volume, or flow duration (maintenance of the preexisting hydrograph) for the 
small (less than two-year) to medium (10-year) storm events. Because the pre-
development hydrograph would be maintained, post-construction conditions under the 
SUMC Project would not substantially increase off-site bed or bank erosion or 
sedimentation in San Francisquito Creek.   

PTC5.33 The commentor expresses confusion regarding the mention of final grading plans during a 
discussion of operational impacts.  The final grading and drainage plan requirements are 
discussed under the operational impacts analysis to demonstrate that prior to construction, 
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the adequacy of planned on-site permanent drainage must be demonstrated.  By 
demonstrating the adequacy of the planned permanent drainage system, the operational 
effects would be minimized once the development is completed and in operation.  The 
potential for increased runoff from the SUMC Sites to off-site areas is addressed under 
Impact HY-4 starting on page 3.11-40 and continuing to page 3.11-41 of the Draft EIR.   

PTC5.34 The commentor suggests that because some excavations could intrude upon the local 
shallow groundwater table construction dewatering during a severe rain event needs to be 
considered and notes that the City of Palo Alto has rules for when dewatering can be 
performed.  The City of Palo Alto Public Works Department requirements for groundwater 
dewatering are specified on page 3.11-33 of the Draft EIR, including limitations on 
groundwater dewatering during the wet-weather season (November through March) and the 
requirement of a dewatering plan and Street Work Permit.  As noted on pages 3.11-41 
through 3.11-42 of the Draft EIR, existing regulations would ensure that dewatering did 
not contribute to conveyance capacity constraints in off-site storm drain systems and 
impacts remain less than significant.    

PTC5.35 The commentor requests a map or figure identifying the areas of deep excavation and where 
SUMC Project features would intersect groundwater levels in order to indicate where 
underground water streaming down from the hills is effectively blocked.  This comment 
suggests that the significant size of the SUMC Project may affect groundwater movement 
around the SUMC Sites and affect downstream areas.  Although the overall SUMC Sites 
are large, Figure 2-9 on page 2-33 of the Draft EIR shows the location and footprint of 
underground parking structures (SHC Parking Structure, Clinic structure, and LPCH 
structure).  From this figure, it is evident that underground parking structures would not 
create a substantial impediment to groundwater flow.  As noted in the Draft EIR on page 
3.11-13, the direction of groundwater flow is generally from inland towards the San 
Francisco Bay.  Additionally, these underground structures would only extend, at most, 10 
to 15 feet into the shallow groundwater table.  As such, these isolated underground 
structures would not present a large transverse barrier to groundwater flow (across the 
direction of groundwater flow) and groundwater would continue to be able to flow around 
and under these structures   

PTC5.36 The commentor asks if the Life Flight emergency helicopter service could continue to serve 
the SUMC Project with patient or organ transport if the Palo Alto Airport were disabled 
due to flooding.  As responded to during the hearing by the SUMC Project sponsors, 
patients and organs are not transported through the Palo Alto Airport.  The primary 
refueling station for the Life Flight helicopters are at the Palo Alto Airport; however, if the 
airport is disabled and refueling cannot occur, the Life Flight helicopter can refuel at other 
airports throughout the Bay Area.  Use of the Palo Alto Airport is an existing condition and 
not a new feature proposed under the SUMC Project.  The flooding potential of the airport 
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is also an existing condition.  Accordingly, the Draft EIR does not address potential effects 
related to the facility nor provide mitigation to improve the existing conditions.   

PTC5.37 The commentor notes that if dewatering is required, a mitigation plan may be required and 
on-site recharge of dewatering water could be feasible, if conditions allow.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues.  Dewatering water could not be 
returned to groundwater by discharge to the land surface or to groundwater wells, as 
suggested by the commentor, without receiving approval/permits from the San Francisco 
RWQCB. 

PTC5.38 The commentor notes that SUMC Project features such as the green roof, rainwater 
harvesting, and chiller condensation would be preferable water conservation practices and 
questions if these were accounted for in the Draft EIR.  The exact features that would be 
used in the SUMC Project is currently unknown because of the need for OSHPD approval.  
While the use of green roofs is certain, the use of a condensate system is less so.  SUMC 
Project features such as green roofs, rainwater harvesting, and chiller condensation are not 
included in the utilities analysis in Section 3.15 of the Draft EIR in order to reflect 
conservative estimates.  As such, since the Draft EIR analyzes a conservative scenario.   

 In addition, the hydrology analysis in Section 3.11 of the Draft EIR pertains to natural 
water systems rather than water generated and/or used by the SUMC Project and therefore, 
water conservation systems were not analyzed in that section.  Rainwater harvesting could 
reduce runoff; however, even without rainwater harvesting, impacts were found to be less 
than significant, as stated in the Draft EIR on pages 3.11-41 through 3.11-42.  However, 
the use of green roofs was identified and assessed in terms of potential effects on hydrology 
and water quality.  As described on pages 3.11-46 and 3.11-48 of the Draft EIR, site 
design measures have been incorporated into the SUMC Project that would reduce the 
overall amount of impervious surfaces by about 7 percent and increase the amount of green 
roofs by about 6 acres (8 percent of the SUMC Sites), which would reduce the amount of 
runoff, and hence, stormwater pollution potential.  Therefore, SUMC Project 
characteristics and existing regulatory requirements would ensure that impacts of the 
SUMC Project on stormwater degradation of surface water quality would be less than 
significant. 

 In addition, rainwater harvesting and green roofs are discussed in the Draft EIR in Section 
3.6, Climate Change.  As explained on page 3.6-41 through 3.6-42 of the Draft EIR, the 
SUMC Project sponsors propose to invest in a number of green building design features 
that would increase the efficiency of energy and water use when compared to the use of 
these resources by existing structures.   

 The buildings would have a minimally engineered green roof section designed to minimize 
heat island effects and reduce ambient temperatures near mechanical intakes.  This system 
would minimize roof water runoff and provide insulation for the building, thus reducing 
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energy consumption required to heat and cool the building.  While energy reduction is 
quantified in the Climate Change section, carbon sequestration from green roofs is not 
included in the climate change analysis of the Draft EIR, Section 3.6.  Carbon offsets with 
respect to vegetation in general, and specifically with respect to green roofs, is speculative 
at best.  Vegetation planted in a natural area that does not require the addition of water 
and/or fertilizer to maintain the plant growth would sequester CO2 and result in a net 
decrease in emissions.  However, the amount of CO2 sequestered by planting vegetation is 
minimal and is highly dependent on the type and age of the vegetation selected.  In the case 
of a green roof, the emissions of CO2 sequestered by the vegetation are often expended in 
energy required to treat and pump the water used and the generation of methane from 
fertilizer.   

 Condensation from coolers, as mentioned by the commentor, is not discussed in the Draft 
EIR.  During the design development phase for the SUMC Project, which is currently 
undergoing review, the design teams for both hospitals have been studying the potential for 
capturing condensation from the rooftop air handler units and recycling it for irrigation 
purposes.  However, this system is still being analyzed, as it requires an entirely separate 
plumbing system to distribute the water from the rooftop to other landscape areas 
throughout the buildings.11  As such, the Draft EIR does not include condensation from 
coolers in the utilities calculations.  Since condensation from coolers would slightly 
decrease SUMC Project water use, the analysis in the Utilities Section, Section 3.15 of the 
Draft EIR, represents a conservative estimate. 

PTC5.39 The commentor asks if the SUMC Project would apply permeable pavers, which are solid 
ground surfaces that allow water infiltration.  The conservation features included in the 
SUMC Project include use of permeable concrete pavers.  Please see Draft EIR, page 3.6-
40, last bullet in Table 3.6-5. 

PTC5.40 The commentor requests further information regarding additional schools located within 
one-quarter of a mile of the proposed SUMC and Hoover Pavilion site and the impacts of 
the SUMC Project on the LPCH school, the Arboretum Children’s Center, and Stanford 
University.  The Draft EIR, on page 3.12-47, describes the LPCH school and states that the 
LPCH includes an on-site school within the facility and acknowledges that this facility is an 
existing school within one-quarter mile of the SUMC Sites.    

 The Stanford Arboretum Children's Center is a childcare center located on 215 Quarry 
Road at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  It is open to Stanford affiliates only, which includes 
faculty, students, and staff of Stanford University, Stanford Hospital and Clinics, Lucile 
Packard Children's Hospital, and the SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory.  The 
Stanford Arboretum Children's Center would continue to operate after the SUMC Project 
is constructed.  

                                              
11  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, November 1, 2010. 
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Stanford University is located immediately adjacent to the Main SUMC Site.  However, 
because Stanford University is a college campus, it would not be considered a sensitive 
receptor in relation to exposure of a school to hazardous materials, which generally 
addresses exposure of K-12 schools and daycare centers.  

The text under Impact Statement HM-5, starting on pages 3.12-46 to 3.12-47 of the Draft 
EIR, is revised as follows: 

The SUMC Project would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school.  No existing K-12 schools are located within one-quarter mile of the 
SUMC Sites. Two school facilities, including a child care center, are located within 
one-quarter mile of the SUMC Sites: the LPCH school, located within in the LPCH, 
and the Stanford Arboretum Children's Center, located on 215 Quarry Road at the 
Hoover Pavilion Site.  The closest off-site schools to the SUMC Sites are Palo Alto 
High School, approximately 0.7 mile east of the SUMC Sites, and Addison Elementary 
School, approximately 1.2 miles northeast. The nearest private schools are Castilleja 
School, 1.1 miles northeast, and Montessori School, approximately 1.0 mile northeast.   

The LPCH includes an on-site school within the facility. This is an existing school 
within one-quarter mile of the SUMC Sites. As discussed above, implementation of the 
SUMC Project would increase the amount of hazardous materials used on the SUMC 
Sites and hazardous waste generated at the SUMC Sites. Regulations and operational 
practices that minimize hazard risks to this existing facility would continue to ensure 
that associated risks are not substantially increased.  As such, impacts associated with a 
school facilities within one-quarter mile of the SUMC Sites would be less than 
significant. 

PTC5.41 The commentor questions the pronunciation of Cortese.  As noted by the commentor, it is 
pronounced the same way that Santa Clara County Supervisor Dave Cortese pronounces his 
name. 

PTC5.42 The commentor would like further information regarding the potential for asbestos exposure 
during the demolition and construction phase of the SUMC Project.  On page 3.12-36, the 
Draft EIR acknowledges that it was building practice to use materials containing asbestos in 
structures built prior to 1981, and that demolition and construction activities could disturb 
these hazardous buildings materials, which could cause adverse health or safety effects to 
construction workers, the public, and/or the environment.  

However, as described on the second paragraph of page 3.12-36 of the Draft EIR, if 
hazardous materials were found upon inspection at levels that require special handling (i.e., 
any building material containing 0.1 percent asbestos, paint that contains more than 5,000 
parts per million of lead, or any building materials known or suspected to contain any 
amount of PCBs or mercury), the SUMC Project sponsors must manage these materials as 
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required by law and according to federal and State regulations and guidelines, including 
those of DTSC, BAAQMD, Cal/OSHA, Santa Clara County OES, and any other agency 
with jurisdiction over these hazardous materials. In addition, BAAQMD’s Regulation 11 – 
Hazardous Pollutants, Rule 2 – Asbestos Demolition, Renovation, and Manufacturing 
establishes an allowable asbestos emissions threshold from asbestos-related demolition or 
construction activities, and specifies precautions and safe work practices to be followed in 
order to minimize the potential release of asbestos fibers.  Please see Responses PTC5.10 
and PTC5.11, above, for further information. 

As noted in Response PTC5.10, above, Mitigation Measure HM-2.1 calls for conducting 
an asbestos survey on all areas of the building anticipated to be demolished and/or 
renovated.  This survey would be performed by a licensed asbestos abatement contractor.  
In addition, Mitigation Measure HM-2.1 states that in the event that asbestos is identified in 
the buildings proposed to be demolished and/or renovated, all asbestos containing materials 
would be removed and appropriately disposed of by a licensed asbestos abatement 
contractor.  A site health and safety plan, to ensure worker safety, in compliance with 
OSHA requirements (8 CCR 5208) would be developed by the SUMC Project sponsors and 
in place prior to commencing renovation or demolition work on portions of buildings 
containing asbestos. 

PTC5.43 The commentor requests public disclosure if potentially contaminated areas are identified.  
As noted in Response PTC5.31, the commentor further suggests that a website or other 
mechanism be used to inform the public regarding findings of the various excavations and 
findings of the soil sampling.  It should also be noted that the Santa Clara County 
Department of Environmental Health (DEH) manages the Local Oversight Program.  
Contaminated site investigation and cleanup documents are posted for public review and 
use at: http://lustop.sccgov.org/.  In addition, the California DTSC or San Francisco 
RWQCB have lead clean-up oversight and the PAFD has local agency oversight of 
hazardous materials contaminated sites and their remediation.  Contaminated site 
investigation and clean up documents are posted for public review and use at: 
http://geotracker.swrcb.ca.gov and at: http://www.envirostor. dtsc.ca.gov/public. 

PTC5.44 The commentor requests more information on the toxic gas facility depicted on the 
Comprehensive Plan Map N-9 Hazardous Materials Facilities.  The toxic gas facility 
depicted on the Comprehensive Plan Map N-9 Hazardous Materials Facilities refers to the 
laboratory facilities located at Stanford University.  Research laboratories on campus use 
hazardous materials, including toxic gases, for research, development, and other laboratory 
practices.  Refer to the Toxic Gas Ordinance Data Table12 for a sample of toxic gases used 
at Stanford University campus.  

                                              
12   Stanford University. Stanford TGO Data Table. May 23, 2008. Access October 20, 2010. 

http://www.stanford.edu/dept/EHS/prod/researchlab/lab/tgo/tgodata.html. 
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All toxic gases within Santa Clara County, including at Stanford University, are governed 
by Santa Clara County’s Toxic Gas Ordinance (TGO).  In September 1990, Santa Clara 
County adopted the TGO to prevent, control and respond to potentially dangerous 
conditions related to toxic gases and to protect the public from acute exposure due to 
accidental releases of toxic gases.13 The TGO governs the storage, use and manufacturing 
of regulated materials in greater than specified threshold quantities. In addition, it contains 
specific provisions mandating engineering controls, protective equipment, storage 
requirements, emergency response plans, warning systems and employee training based on 
the type and quantity of toxic gas used. The Santa Clara County TGO ordinance sets forth 
general controls measures and reporting procedures in the event of an accidental release or 
leak.  Santa Clara County TGO can be viewed at: http://www.sccgov.org/scc_ordinance/ 
31114000.HTM. 

PTC5.45 The commentor requests more information about additional schools and childcare centers 
located near the SUMC Sites.  As noted in Response PTC5.40, above, the LPCH school is 
located within the LPCH, the Stanford Arboretum Children's Center is located on 215 
Quarry Road at the Hoover Pavilion Site, and Stanford University is located immediately 
west of the SUMC Project Site.  Additionally, Escondido Elementary School is located 
approximately 1.2 miles southwest of the SUMC Sites.  The nearest offsite childcare center 
is Children’s Creative Learning Center located within the Stanford West Apartment 
complex, approximately 0.3 miles north of the SUMC Sites (north of Sand Hill Road). 

As discussed on page 3.12-47 of the Draft EIR, implementation of the SUMC Project 
would increase the amount of hazardous materials used on the SUMC Sites and hazardous 
waste generated at the SUMC Sites.  Regulations and operational practices that minimize 
hazard risks to this existing facility would continue to ensure that associated risks are not 
substantially increased.  As such, impacts to all schools within one-quarter mile of the 
SUMC Sites, including the LPCH school and the Stanford Arboretum Children's Center, 
would be less than significant.   

PTC5.46 The commentor is concerned about the transportation of construction and hazardous 
materials associated with the SUMC Project.  As discussed on page 3.4-40 of the Draft 
EIR, SUMC Project-related construction traffic may create an operational hazard.  During 
the construction period, impacts might arise from a substantial increase in heavy truck 
travel, as materials are brought in to the SUMC Sites, and demolished or excavated 
materials are hauled out.  These impacts would be significant, although would be limited to 
the construction phase of the SUMC Project. 

Mitigation Measure TR-1.5, however, would mitigate any significant construction-related 
traffic impacts associated with the transport of hazardous or construction materials.  As 
described under Mitigation Measure TR-1.5, on page 3.4-44 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC 

                                              
13  Stanford University. Background on Santa Clara’s Toxic Gas Ordinance. August 21, 2009.  
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Project sponsors would require delivery and removal of all construction-related equipment 
and materials on truck routes designated by the cities of Palo Alto and Menlo Park.  Heavy 
construction vehicles would be prohibited from accessing the site from other routes.  
Figure 3-9 of the Draft EIR, illustrates the Stanford Area Truck Routes which must be used 
by all trucks. 

Furthermore, as noted on page 3.12-34 of the Draft EIR, hazardous waste transporters are 
subject to both U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) and United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) enforcement of the regulations.  The USEPA has set forth 
standards applicable to transporters of hazardous wastes in 40 CFR 263.  The DOT's 
regulations are documented in 49 CFR 171-180 and implemented by the Research and 
Special Programs Administration (RSPA) within the DOT.  These USEPA standards 
incorporate and require compliance with the DOT provisions on labeling, marking, 
placarding, using proper containers, and reporting discharges. 

As noted on page 3.12-35 of the Draft EIR, a transporter must comply with the following 
in accordance with USEPA regulations: comply with the manifest system;  maintain the 
appropriate records (signed manifests) for three years; take immediate action to protect 
human health and the environment (e.g., notify local authorities or initiate interim 
measures) in the case of a discharge; in the event of a hazardous waste discharge, notify 
the National Response Center and submit a report to the DOT Office of Hazardous 
Materials Regulations; and clean up any discharges to the environment and take any actions 
required by the appropriate government officials for mitigating the discharge effects on 
human health and environment.  

Transporters of hazardous wastes must also adhere to all of the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Regulations which DOT has adopted under the Motor Carrier Safety Act of 1984.  
This Act specifies more requisites that apply to the transport vehicle and the driver, 
including concise specifications for vehicle parts and accessories, such as lighting devices, 
brakes, glazing and windows, fuel systems, tires, and horns.   

These existing regulations would ensure that the increase in hazardous waste materials 
would not substantially increase exposure to the community and surrounding environment.  
Furthermore, in the event of an accident or spill, the SUMC Project would implement its 
required emergency response plan (as part of the Hazardous Materials Business Plan 
[HMBP]) in coordination with the PAFD.  

PTC5.47 The commentor requests additional information about nearby schools.  Please refer to 
Response PTC5.40 above, for further information about schools, childcare centers, and 
other educational institutions located near the SUMC Sites.  

PTC5.48 The commentor does not agree that Embarcadero Road, Oregon Expressway, and 
Charleston Road should be used for construction vehicles because they are not truck routes.  
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As depicted on Figure 3.4-6, Embarcadero Road and Oregon Expressway are not 
designated as truck routes.  Additionally, according to the City of Palo Truck Route Map,14 
Charleston Road is not designated as a truck route.  

As described on page under Mitigation Measure TR-1.5, on page 3.4-44 of the Draft EIR, 
the SUMC Project sponsors would require delivery and removal of all construction-related 
equipment and materials on truck routes designated by the City of Palo Alto.  Heavy 
construction vehicles would be prohibited from accessing the SUMC Sites from other 
routes.  Figure 3.4-6 of the Draft EIR illustrates the SUMC Project Truck Routes, which 
must be used by all trucks.  In addition, Figure 3.4-7 of the Draft EIR shows the Menlo 
Park truck routes.   

                                              
14   City of Palo Alto. California Truck Route Map. Chapter 10.48 P.A.M.C. August 22, 2002.  
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PTC 6. Planning and Transportation Commission, July 7, 2010  

PTC6.1 The commentor expresses support for Reduced Intensity Alternatives A or B.  Please refer 
to Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project and its alternatives.   

PTC6.2 The commentor expresses opposition to the proposed expansion under the SUMC Project.  
Please refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.  

PTC6.3 The commentor contests the Draft EIR’s conclusions regarding housing demand, and states 
that the City should require construction of an additional 300 or 400 units above the 420 
Stanford University 2000 Community Plan and General Use Permit (CP/GUP) housing 
units.  As shown in Table 3.13-8 of the Draft EIR, eight percent of the SUMC Project’s 
indirect housing demand, or 104 units, would occur in Palo Alto and would comprise a 
small 1.7 percent of the projected housing growth in Palo Alto, based on Association of 
Bay Area Governments (ABAG) Projections 2005.  The data in Table 3.13-8 is based on 
historical evidence, comprised of SUMC’s data on the residential distribution of their 
employees (see Appendix L of the Draft EIR).1  As such, it is appropriate to apply the 
eight percent figure when determining how many new SUMC employees would seek to live 
in Palo Alto.  Also, see Master Response 7 for a discussion of Mitigation Measure PH-3.1.  
The indirect housing demand would be less than significant and would not require 
mitigation.  The primary mitigation measures for significant transportation related impacts 
are identified in Section 3.4, Transportation of the Draft EIR; Table S-4 of the Draft EIR; 
Staff-Initiated Changes 1 and 2; and Master Responses 1, 2, 4, and 5.  Please also refer to 
Section 6 of this document for a comprehensive listing of the revisions to the Draft EIR 
mitigation measures.  These measures include Mitigation Measures TR-1.1 through TR-
1.9, TR-2.1 through TR-2.4, TR-4.2, TR-6.1, TR-7.1 and TR-7.2, and TR-9.1.   

PTC6.4 The commentor states that, with respect to traffic and parking, none of the mitigations 
proposed for new expanded projects would reduce traffic impacts.  Please see Staff-Initiated 
Change 2, which explains that the significant intersection LOS impacts caused by the 
SUMC Project would be mitigated to less than significant by Mitigation Measures TR-2.1 
through TR-2.4 (involving traffic-adaptive signal technology, new bicycle and pedestrian 
crossings of the Caltrain tracks, an enhanced TDM program, and intersection 
improvements, respectively).  As discussed under Impact TR-8 on pages 3.4-81 through 
3.4-83 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project would not result in significant impacts related 
to parking, and so mitigation measures for parking would not be warranted.   

 The commentor also indicates support for No Project Alternative A.  Please refer to Master 
Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project and its alternatives.   

                                              
1  Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project Application, August 2007, as amended; Tab 5, Figure 5-5. 
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PTC6.5 The commentor questions the involvement of the Architectural Review Board (ARB) in the 
SUMC Project process and what would happen if an alternative were adopted rather than 
the SUMC Project as proposed.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for a detailed 
description of the City’s review process and ARB’s involvement.       

PTC6.6 The commentor questions the level of review for the alternatives in the Draft EIR.  Please 
refer to Master Response 8 for the process of selecting and analyzing the alternatives 
presented in the Draft EIR.      

PTC6.7 The commentor asks if the impact of losing the SHC and/or LPCH hospitals under No 
Project Alternative A is discussed in the Draft EIR.  As discussed on page 5-40 of the Draft 
EIR, No Project Alternative A would not meet the objectives of the SUMC Project 
sponsors or the City.  No Project Alternative A would force the existing Hospitals to 
continue to operate at current capacity and the Hospitals would not be able to meet the 
regional needs for emergency and disaster preparedness.  In addition, by 2030 one of the 
two Hospitals would be required to close in order to vacate Office of Statewide Health 
Planning and Development (OSHPD)-regulated hospital space in the non-code-compliant 
portion of the Stone Building complex.      

 In addition, as shown in Table 5-8 on page 5-51 of the Draft EIR, No Project Alternative A 
would result in significant and unavoidable conflicts with the Comprehensive Plan.  As 
stated on page 5-50, No Project Alternative A would conflict with Policy L-7, which 
requires new development to address regional needs and overall City welfare and 
objectives.  Since additional floor area would not be added, the hospitals’ combined daily 
capacity for inpatients would be reduced by up to 456 patients.  By failing to meet local 
and regional demand for medical services, No Project Alternative A would conflict with 
Policy L-7.  Since no mitigation measures would feasibly reduce the impacts, conflicts with 
the Comprehensive Plan would be significant and unavoidable. 

 The commentor also questions how the impacts were determined in the Draft EIR for No 
Project Alternatives A and B.  These alternatives are considered to be a “no project” 
scenario; however, regardless of whether City approvals are granted the hospitals would 
need to comply with SB 1953 requirements.  As such, No Project Alternative A would 
include the renovation and retrofit of existing non-compliant buildings and No Project 
Alternative B would involve the demolition and replacement of non-compliant structures.  
Although the No Project Alternatives would not increase operations at the SUMC Sites, 
construction would be required to meet the OSHPD standards.  Therefore, No Project 
Alternatives A and B would result in significant and unavoidable air quality, noise, cultural 
resources, and biological resources impacts during construction.  Refer to Table 5-8 on 
page 5-51 through 5-55 of the Draft EIR for a summary of the SUMC Project Alternatives 
impacts.  In addition, refer to pages 5-50 through 5-90 for an analysis regarding the 
impacts as a result of No Project Alternatives A and B. 
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PTC6.8 The commentor questions the role of the Planning and Transportation Commission 
(Commission) in reviewing the alternatives as presented in the Draft EIR.  The Commission 
held hearings during the public review period of the Draft EIR to solicit comments on the 
Draft EIR.  At the hearing on July 7, 2010, the Commission supplied comments on the 
SUMC Project alternatives and offered other SUMC Project alternatives to be addressed in 
the Final EIR.   

 Sections 4 and 5 of this document address all comments and suggestions that were made at 
the hearings.  In addition, Master Response 8 addresses the variations on the alternatives as 
proposed by commentors.  The Commission and City Council can use this document in 
order to formulate conclusions and final decisions regarding the SUMC Project and 
alternatives.  However, no decisions or recommendations regarding the alternatives will be 
made by the Commission and City Council until the certification of the EIR.  During 
certification, the Commission can make recommendations regarding the adequacy of the 
range and evaluation of the alternatives to City Council, as well as whether to approve an 
alternative to the SUMC Project.  It is then at the discretion of City Council whether to 
approve all or portions of the proposed alternatives that would mitigate or avoid significant 
environmental impacts, while rejecting the alternatives that are deemed to be infeasible.  In 
addition, the Commission could recommend that the City Council adopt a variation of the 
SUMC Project that would include components of multiple alternatives.  Please refer to 
Master Response 11 for a description of the SUMC Project review process and the next 
steps in the EIR review process. 

PTC6.9 The commentor requests a table that clearly outlines whether the alternatives in the Draft 
EIR would meet the objectives of the SUMC Project.  Pages 5-39 through 5-49 of the Draft 
EIR, Section 5, describe the extent to which these alternatives would meet or not meet the 
SUMC Project sponsors objectives, as described in Section 2 of the Draft EIR.  In 
addition, as requested, Table 5-6 is provided below to show a summary comparison 
between the SUMC Project and the seven alternatives and whether these would fully meet 
SUMC Project objectives.  Such a summary necessarily must be read in conjunction with 
the more detailed information explaining why and to what extent project objectives are not 
achieved. 

 The following table indicates whether the proposed SUMC Project accomplishes the 
objectives, and then uses plus (+) or minus (-) symbols to indicate the extent to which each 
alternative accomplishes the objectives in comparison to the SUMC Project.   
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Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-300

PTC6.10 The commentor questions the role of the Historic Review Board (HRB) in the SUMC 
Project review.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for a detailed description of the City’s 
review process and HRB’s involvement in the SUMC Project approval process.   

 In addition, the commentor asks if the HRB favored the Historic Preservation Alternative.  
As included in hearing transcript HRB1 of this document, the majority of HRB members 
were in support of the Historic Preservation Alternative as the preferred alternative for the 
SUMC Project.  However, most members also acknowledged that the retention of the 
Stone Building complex may be infeasible and would not meet the SUMC Project sponsors’ 
objectives.   

 The commentor also notes that landscape architect Lawrence Halprin was a significant 
landscape architect of the Stone Building complex.  The Architectural Resources Group 
(ARG), a historic consultant for the City, prepared a historic resource evaluation and peer 
review for the buildings at the SUMC Sites (included as Appendix I of the Draft EIR).  As 
explained in ARG’s report, landscape architect Thomas Church collaborated with E.D. 
Stone to develop the landscaping at the Stone Building complex at the Main SUMC Site.  
However, as also described in this report, the grounds at 1101 Welch Road were designed 
by Lawrence Halprin.  The Medical Plaza at 1101 Welch Road consists of three one‐story 
buildings surrounded by parking lots, screening fences, landscaping, and a small courtyard 
between two of the buildings.  As concluded by ARG, the landscaping is not a well-
developed representation of the designs of Lawrence Halprin, and therefore, not considered 
a significant historic resource for the purposes of CEQA.2  Please refer to Appendix I of 
the Draft EIR for more information regarding the landscape architects of the SUMC Sites. 

PTC6.11 The commentor requests a table that compares the significant and unavoidable impacts of 
the SUMC Project to the same impacts under the alternatives.  This information is provided 
in Table 5-8 of the Draft EIR, on pages 5-51 through 5-55.  However, Table 5-7 is 
provided below in order to easily compare just the significant and unavoidable impacts of 
the SUMC Project, as listed on page 5-2 of the Draft EIR, with the alternatives.  In 
addition, Table 5-7 updates the significant and unavoidable impact list provided in the Draft 
EIR, as explained in more detail in Section 1 of this document, Introduction, and listed in 
Section 6, Revisions to the Draft EIR.   

                                              
2  Architectural Resources Group, Inc., Stanford University Medical Center Historic Resource Evaluation and 

Peer Review, 2009. 
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PTC6.12 The commentor questions why the Hoover Pavilion and the Stone Building complex are not 
included on the City’s Historic Inventory List.  The City of Palo Alto's Historic Inventory 
lists noteworthy examples of the work of important individual designers, architectural eras, 
and traditions as well as structures whose background is associated with important events in 
the history of the City, State, or nation.3  However, none of the buildings at the SUMC 
Sites, including the Stone Building complex and the Hoover Pavilion, are listed on the 
Historic Inventory.  

 The Historic Building Inventory for Palo Alto was originally completed in 1979.  The 
survey was confined to the area of Oregon Expressway to the south, El Camino Real to the 
west, San Francisquito Creek to the north and east including the College Terrance 
neighborhood.  This area does not include the Hoover Pavilion Site.  The survey studied 
buildings built on or before 1940 and identified many of the most obvious landmarks in the 
City, including the shingled houses in what is now known as Professorville, commercial 
buildings in the Spanish Colonial Revival (or Early California) style, and the works of 
several major architects.  The survey team emphasized architectural design over other 
aspects of historical importance.  In 1997, an update to the 1979 survey was completed in 
order to add additional sites to the inventory.  This survey area included the City limits and 
considered the Hoover Pavilion for listing.  However, the City eventually decided not to 
add the sites identified in 1997 to the inventory.  It is important to note that even though 
the City’s Historic Inventory does not include the buildings at the SUMC Sites, the Draft 
EIR considers the Stone Building complex and the Hoover Pavilion as historic resources 
for the purpose of the CEQA analysis.  The fact that the Historic Inventory does not 
include these buildings does not change the impact analysis and conclusions in the Draft 
EIR.   

PTC6.13 The commentor questions the role of the Commission in reviewing the alternatives as 
presented in the Draft EIR and recommending alternate alternatives.  Please see Response 
PTC6.8, above.  In addition, please refer to Master Response 8, which addresses the 
variations to alternatives as proposed in the Draft EIR, and to Master Response 11 for a 
description of the SUMC Project review process and the next steps in the EIR review 
process. 

 The commentor also states that the Final EIR process is meant to conclude the evaluation of 
which alternative is superior and should be adopted.  It is important to note that it is not 
the purpose of CEQA or the EIR to make recommendations regarding alternatives or the 
SUMC Project in general.  The EIR serves to present information about the SUMC Project 
and alternatives to reduce the impacts identified in the Draft EIR.  However, the EIR does 

                                              
3  City of Palo Alto, Department of Planning and Community Environment, “Historic Inventory Category 

Information,” accessed on September 16, 2010 at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/ 
news/details.asp?NewsID=539&TargetID=209  
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not make conclusions about the adoption of the SUMC Project or its alternatives.  As 
explained above in Response PTC6.8, it is at the discretion of City Council whether to 
approve all or portions of the proposed alternatives that would mitigate or avoid significant 
environmental impacts, while rejecting the alternatives that are deemed to be infeasible.  
Please refer to PTC6.8, above, for more details. 

PTC6.14 The commentor seeks clarification on the number of net employees and the number of total 
employees under the SUMC Project.  As explained on pages S-22 though S-23 and page 2-
48 of the Draft EIR, full buildout and occupancy of the SUMC Project would result in an 
increase of 2,242 new full-time equivalent employees,4 or an approximately 23 percent 
increase over 2007 employment.  In total, SUMC would include approximately 12,123 
employees by 2025.5  Table 2-9 of the Draft EIR shows projected on-site employment as a 
result of the SUMC Project, as well as the projected changes in employment without 
adjusting for part-time status.  Without such an adjustment, employment is projected to 
increase by 2,417 employees.   

PTC6.15 The commentor questions the SUMC Project sponsors’ objectives and whether the 
“bulleted” and “dashed” objectives contained in the Draft EIR were used when analyzing 
the SUMC Project alternatives.  As noted in the hearing, the bulleted and dashed objectives 
were considered for the Alternatives analysis.  Please refer to pages 5-39 through 5-49 of 
the Draft EIR, Section 5, for an analysis that describes the extent to which these 
alternatives would meet or not meet the SUMC Project sponsors objectives as described in 
Section 2 of the Draft EIR.  In addition, as requested, Table 5-6 is provided above to show 
a comparison between the SUMC Project and the seven alternatives.  Please refer to 
Response PTC6.9 for more details.  

 Pages 2-4 through 2-8 of the Draft EIR, Project Description, list the SUMC Project 
sponsors’ objectives as well as the City’s objectives.  The SUMC Project sponsors’ 
objectives are divided into four categories: Program, Siting, Circulation, and Cost.  The 
Program objectives are further sub-divided by entity (SCH, LPCH, and SoM).  The 
objectives were designed to avoid specific details of the SUMC Project in order to allow 
for an evaluation of different ways to fully or partially accomplish the objectives.   

PTC6.16 The commentor questions the conclusions regarding traffic and vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) under the analysis of the Village Concept Alternative.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated 
Change 8 for a revised traffic analysis of the Village Concept Alternative and the traffic 
impacts created by the recommended employee housing.  Please also refer to Staff-Initiated 
Change 4 for a revised discussion of the greenhouse gas effects of the Village Concept 
Alternative. 

                                              
4  Adjusted for part-time employment. 
5  Keyser Marston Associates, Final Proposed Stanford University Medical Center Expansion Housing Needs 

Analysis, September 2009. 
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PTC6.17 The commentor questions the role of the HRB in the SUMC Project review.  Please refer to 
Master Response 11 for a detailed description of the City’s review process and HRB’s 
involvement in the SUMC Project.   

 The commentor also asks which entity would review the historical significance of the Stone 
Building complex since it is eligible for the California Register of Historic Resources 
(CRHR).  The CEQA Guidelines (Section 15064.5) specify that a historical resource for 
purposes of CEQA is (1) a resource listed in, or determined eligible by the State Historical 
Resources Commission, for listing in the CRHR; or (2) a resource listed in a local register; 
or (3) a resource that a lead agency determines to be historically significant.  Generally a 
resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be historically significant if it meets the 
criteria for listing on the CRHR.  Criterion 3 applies to the SUMC Project.  The State 
Historical Resources Commission has not made, and need not make, a determination 
regarding eligibility of any of the resources on the SUMC Sites.  However, through the 
EIR, the lead agency (the City of Palo Alto) has made the applicable determinations. 

PTC6.18 The commentor questions the contribution of affordable housing fees from the SUMC 
Project sponsors.  As part of the SUMC Project, a Development Agreement would be 
approved if such an agreement could be mutually agreed upon.  One component of the 
Development Agreement between the City and the SUMC Project sponsors would be the 
payment of a housing in-lieu fee in the amount of $23.1 million, which is equivalent to 
what a commercial project would pay (see page 2-27 of the Draft EIR).  However, the 
Development Agreement terms have not been settled between the City and the SUMC 
Project sponsors.   

 As proposed by the SUMC Project sponsors, the money identified in the Development 
Agreement would be set aside and used for community projects.  The City Council would 
need to decide whether to make a counter-proposal which would allow for alternative use 
of these funds, or whether to instead accept the proposal of the SUMC Project sponsors.  
Such funds could be used either for the direct construction of housing units, or as leverage 
to encourage private developers to construct even more affordable units; however, the 
exact number of housing units that could be constructed is currently unknown.  Whatever 
number of units is ultimately constructed within the City would count towards the City’s 
affordable housing targets. 

 Provision of funding in and of itself would not result in an environmental impact.  
Therefore, no further response is necessary.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a 
discussion of non-CEQA issues and Master Response 12 for further discussion of the 
purpose of the Development Agreement and the process for its adoption. 

PTC6.19 The commentor questions whether the Village Concept Alternative would swap housing 
occupancy rather than increase occupancy.  As discussed on pages 5-33 to 5-34 of the 
Draft EIR, the previously approved housing units at the Quarry Road/Arboretum Drive and 
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Quarry Road/El Camino Real sites were approved for occupancy by post graduates and/or 
hospital residents (see Response 22.84, which clarifies that the housing units were 
specifically approved for occupancy by postdoctoral fellows and medical residents).  Under 
the Village Concept Alternative, the City would recommend that those housing units be 
instead dedicated for occupancy by SUMC employees. 

 The commentor also asks if the SUMC Project sponsors have other projects involving 
housing.  As discussed on pages 3.1-4 and 5-33 of the Draft EIR, the CP/GUP, approved 
by Santa Clara County, allows 3,018 net new housing units on Stanford University lands.  
Staff-Initiated Change 8 evaluates the traffic effects of housing SUMC employees, and the 
displacement of the University population. 

PTC6.20 The commentor indicates that criteria need to be developed to evaluate the impact of the 
Development Agreement affordable housing funding on the City’s ability to meet ABAG 
requirements.  Please see Response PTC6.18, above.   

PTC6.21 The commentor states that the housing proposed under the Village Concept Alternative 
along Quarry Road would displace housing included under the CP/GUP and asks if the 
Draft EIR considers this impact.  The CP/GUP allows up to 3,018 units, but only requires 
that 2,420 of those units be constructed as a condition to full academic build out.   As there 
is no regulatory requirement to build 598 units, up to 598 CP/GUP units have been 
identified by the City as excess units that could be the subject of a housing agreement if 
mutually agreed upon.  Stanford asserts that the units have been “programmed” for other 
uses, but the CP/GUP does permit the units to be used for postdoctoral fellows and medical 
residents.   

 While the CP/GUP provides strict limits on non-residential development, including a 
specific development cap, it provides greater latitude for residential development.  The 
Framework section of the CP/GUP clarifies that additional housing is exempt from the 
development cap.  The Housing section of the CP/GUP also expressly provides that upon 
approval of the Santa Clara County Planning Commission and subject to further 
environmental assessment, additional housing beyond 3,018 units may be constructed.  
Read together, if the parties mutually agree, the housing can be used for hospital housing.   

 As stated on pages 5-34 through 5-35 of the Draft EIR, recommendations to dedicate the 
housing to SUMC employees would have some implications on the analysis in the CP/GUP 
EIR.  Specifically, the CP/GUP EIR transportation analysis applied trip generation rates 
specific to campus residents, including graduate students and post doctoral fellows.  
However, the trip rate of SUMC employee occupants of the housing, as proposed under the 
Village Concept Alternative, would differ from the trip generation rate for graduate 
students and post doctoral follows.  The change in the trip rate and the corresponding 
VMT, air quality, climate change, and noise emissions are also analyzed on pages 5-198 
through 5-210 of the Draft EIR.   
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 In light of Stanford's assertion that the units have been "programmed" for other uses, the 
trip generation and LOS analysis of the Village Concept Alternative has been revised since 
the publication of the Draft EIR.  For the revisions to the analysis, refer to Staff-Initiated 
Change 8, which assumes displacement of the campus population could occur if CP/GUP 
housing were allocated to SUMC employees. In addition, the associated changes to the 
climate change analysis due to adjustments of VMT have also been applied to this EIR 
under Staff-Initiated Change 4. 

PTC6.22 The commentor questions if there would be a difference between hospital employee spousal 
trips and student spousal trips, as analyzed under the CP/GUP EIR.  Please refer to Staff-
Initiated Change 8 for the changes to trip generation and LOS analysis under the Village 
Concept Alternative.  It should be noted that housing for hospital employees has a slightly 
higher trip generation rate than the housing in the CP/GUP analysis.   

PTC6.23 The commentor questions whether the housing in the CP/GUP has an allocated purpose in 
Stanford’s plans.  As specified by the General Use Permit, the housing units proposed 
under the CP/GUP have an allocated purpose.   

PTC6.24 The commentor states that the $23.1 million dollars in housing in-lieu fees, as included in 
the Development Agreement proposal, could be used to accommodate more units than 
originally planned.  Please see response PTC 6.18, above, and Master Response 12 for a 
description of the Development Agreement terms. 

PTC6.25 The commentor asks if the City’s affordable housing requirement can be transferred to 
other communities.  According to the San Francisco Bay Area Housing Needs Plan for 
2007-2014, after the initial allocation (of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
[RHNA]), each local jurisdiction may request that it be allowed to transfer units.  The 
transfer must take place in a way that maintains the total need allocation amongst all 
transfer parties, maintains income distribution of both retained and transferred units, and 
includes a package of incentives to facilities production of housing units.6 

PTC6.26 The commentor expresses opposition to No Project Alternative A.  Per CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15126.6, an EIR must include a range of feasible alternatives that obtain most of 
the project objectives and reduce the significant and unavoidable impacts of the proposed 
project.  In addition, CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(e) requires the inclusion of a “no 
project” alternative in order to allow decisionmakers to compare the impacts of approving 
the proposed project with the impacts of not approving the proposed project.  Therefore, 
the SUMC Project Draft EIR analyzes seven alternatives, including two No Project 
Alternatives.  Please refer to Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project 
and its alternatives. 

                                              
6  ABAG, San Francisco Bay Area Housing Needs Plan 2007-2014, p. 37, June 2008. 
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PTC6.27 The commentor states that it is difficult to understand whether the alternatives presented in 
Section 5 of the Draft EIR would meet the SUMC Project objectives.  In response to this 
comment, Table 5-6 has been prepared, as outlined above.  Please refer to Response 
PTC6.9 for a comparison between the SUMC Project and the seven alternatives.   

PTC6.28 The commentor asks how the 60 percent reduction of Reduced Intensity Alternative B was 
derived.  Refer to Master Response 8 for a description of the alternatives included in the 
Draft EIR and the methodology for selection.   

 The commentor also states that other reduced intensity alternatives should be considered, 
including the removal of the top floor of the SHC Hospital building.  Please Refer to 
Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to 
the proposed alternatives.   

PTC6.29 The commentor questions the methodology for selecting the alternatives as presented in the 
Draft EIR.  Refer to Master Response 8 for a description of the alternatives included in the 
Draft EIR and the methodology for selection.   

PTC6.30 The commentor asks how the 60 percent reduction of Reduced Intensity Alternative B was 
derived.  Refer to Master Response 8 for a description of the alternatives included in the 
Draft EIR and the methodology for selection.   

PTC6.31 The commentors state that other reduced intensity alternatives should be considered, 
including the removal of the top floor of the SHC Hospital building and an alternative that 
would address the height issues.  Please Refer to Master Response 8 for the range of 
alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to the proposed alternatives.   

PTC6.32 The commentor asks why the parking garage would be above-ground under the Tree 
Preservation Alternative.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC 
Project design and other non-CEQA issues.   

 The following is a description of the parking structure at Pasteur Drive and Welch Road, as 
explained by the SUMC Project sponsors at the public hearing.  Under the SUMC Project, 
the parking garage would be below-grade; however, this would require the removal of two 
Protected Trees.  In order to reduce the footprint of the parking structure to avoid the 
Protected Trees, the parking structure would need to be partially above-grade.  Therefore, 
the Tree Preservation Alternative would avoid the removal of the Protected Trees at the 
corner of Pasteur Drive and Welch Road by constructing the parking structure three stories 
above-grade.7  Also, please see Draft EIR page 5-20 for a discussion of how the change to 
the parking structure would improve overall SUMC Project design and function, while 
reducing construction costs. 

                                              
7  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, July 7, 2010. 
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PTC6.33 The commentor asks why some of the SHC Hospital buildings would be taller to make up 
for the loss of the hospital module in Kaplan Lawn, but the School of Medicine (SoM) FIM 
buildings would not increase in height to reduce the building footprints.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.   

 The following is an explanation of the FIM building heights, as provided by the SUMC 
Project sponsors at the public hearing.  The SUMC Project sponsors were able to 
accommodate the SoM FIM buildings on the proposed site without needing to increase the 
height of the buildings.  Although the FIM buildings would be smaller in height than the 
SHC buildings to the east, the FIM buildings were designed to match the height of the 
existing buildings immediately to the west of the proposed FIM buildings.  The FIM 
buildings would be 50 to 65 feet in height, while the existing buildings to the west, which 
are in the County of Santa Clara, are 44 to 85 feet in height.  Increasing the height of the 
FIM buildings under the SUMC Project or the Tree Preservation Alternative would not be 
conducive with the surroundings.  As such, it would not be feasible to increase the height 
of the FIM buildings in order to reduce footprint impacts.8 

PTC6.34 The commentor questions if the building footprints at the Main SUMC Site could be further 
reduced in order to avoid the removal of additional Protected Trees.  Please refer to Master 
Response 8 for a description of the Tree Preservation Alternative and variations to the 
alternative as proposed in the Draft EIR. 

PTC6.35 The commentor questions the number of Protected Trees to be retained under the Tree 
Preservation Alternative.  Since the publication of the Draft EIR, the number of Protected 
Trees to be removed and retained has been corrected.  Refer to Staff-Initiated Change 6 for 
the revised Protected Tree numbers. 

 The commentor also asks for clarification of the biological and aesthetic tree resource 
definitions.  The designations of “biological tree resources” and “aesthetic tree resources” 
do not currently exist under the City’s regulations, but these designations are proposed for 
inclusion in the new Hospital District zoning ordinance.  Under the proposed Hospital 
District zoning, all Protected Trees would be biological tree resources.  A “Biological Tree 
Resource” is a protected category oak or redwood of a certain size as defined in the Palo 
Alto Municipal Code, Chapter 8.10.   

 Under the proposed Hospital District zoning, the definition of an “Aesthetic Tree 
Resource” is as identified on page 3.9-12 of the Draft EIR.  An aesthetic tree resource is a 
tree that is deemed important relative to the SUMC Sites because it has one or more of the 
following characteristics:  functions as an important or prominent visual features relating to 
the existing area, proposed conditions, or pedestrian or vehicular thoroughfare; contributes 
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to a larger grove, shared canopy, or landscape theme or provides a visual balance to 
existing buildings, trees, or streetscapes; and/or possesses unique character as defined in 
the designation of Heritage Trees (per Municipal Code Section 8.10.090) such that if the 
tree is an outstanding specimen of a desirable species, distinctive in form, size, age, 
location, or has some other historical significance.  In general, categorizing trees under this 
designation would be performed by the Director of Planning and Community Environment, 
in consultation with the City Arborist. 

 In order to determine the Protected Trees that qualify as both biological and aesthetic tree 
resources, the City’s arborist, the Department of Planning and Community Environment, 
and the SUMC Project sponsors surveyed the SUMC Sites and evaluated the existing trees.  
Although several trees qualified as biological resources, which are Protected Trees 
pursuant to Chapter 8.10 of the Municipal Code, not all of these trees were deemed to be 
aesthetic tree resources, as defined above.  The Draft EIR includes an analysis of the 
Protected Trees potentially to be removed and also focuses on the biological and aesthetic 
tree resources.   

PTC6.36 The commentor questions what would stop the SUMC Project sponsors from just removing 
a Protected Tree and paying the tree removal fee.  The SUMC Project sponsors would be 
required to adhere to all mitigation measures outlined in the Draft EIR and would not be 
permitted to remove trees without prior authorization from the City.  Mitigation Measures 
regarding tree removal are presented on pages 3.9-26 through 3.9-28 of the Draft EIR.  
Since the publication of the Draft EIR, the mitigation measures have been revised and 
further enhanced.  As such, please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 6 for revisions to the 
mitigation measures as included in the Draft EIR. 

PTC6.37 The commentor questions if tree removal at the SUMC Sites would be similar to the tree 
removal at UC Berkeley and whether the SUMC Project would create comparable 
controversy.  It is anticipated that the SUMC Project would not create controversy 
regarding Protected Tree removal.  The City is taking preemptive actions by assessing the 
characteristics and values of the Protected Trees and requiring the SUMC Project sponsors 
to implement mitigation measures to reduce impacts.  The City has evaluated all the trees at 
the SUMC Sites and would oversee the tree removal process during the construction of the 
SUMC Project.  The City would ensure that the mitigation measures are implemented as 
described in Staff-Initiated Change 6, which would reduce any potential controversy.   

PTC6.38 The commentor asks if the footprint of the SoM FIM 1 building could be further reduced 
under the Tree Preservation Alternative in order to retain additional Protected Trees.  
Please refer to Master Response 8 for a description of the Tree Preservation Alternative 
and variations to the alternative.  
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PTC6.39 The commentor requests that the Final EIR include a map with the Protected Trees to be 
retained and removed.  A site plan that depicts the Protected Trees under the Tree 
Preservation Alternative is included as Figure 5-1 in the Draft EIR, page 5-19.  However, 
the Protected Tree numbers were corrected since the publication of the Draft EIR, Figure 
5-1 has been replaced with new figures (Figures 5-1a through 5-1d), as presented in Staff-
Initiated Change 6.  This figure depicts the Protected Trees, including biological and 
aesthetic tree resources, that potentially would be removed, retained, and relocated.  
Unlike Figure 5-1 in the Draft EIR, Figures 5-1a through 5-1d in Staff-Initiated Change 6 
compare tree removal, retention, and relocation under the Tree Preservation Alternative 
with the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 6 and Section 6 of this 
document for the updated figures depicting the Tree Preservation Alternative and the 
SUMC Project.  

 In addition, the commentor requests additional information regarding the tunnel under the 
proposed FIM 2 and FIM 3 buildings.  See Master Response 8 for information regarding 
the existing utilities corridor. 

PTC6.40 The commentor asks if the functions of the FIM 1 building could be incorporated into the 
FIM 2 and FIM 3 buildings in order to preserve more trees.  In order to allow for the SoM 
to continue to operate during construction of the SUMC Project (or the alternatives), the 
FIM 1 building would be constructed while the Stone Building complex is still in use.  
SoM functions in the Edwards building would then move from the Stone Building complex 
to the FIM 1 building, and the Edwards building would be demolished.  The FIM 2 and 
FIM 3 buildings would then be constructed in a portion of the demolished Stone Building 
complex footprint.  As such, it is not feasible to incorporate the FIM 1 building floor area 
into the FIM 2 and FIM 3 buildings, while still continuing SoM operations during 
construction.  Also, please see Master Response 8. 

PTC6.41 The commentor requests a well-publicized communication plan before tree removal during 
construction of the SUMC Project.  The commentor requests advanced notification for the 
removal of the trees at the SUMC Sites during construction.  Tree removal is likely to 
occur over various stages of the construction process, rather than all at one time.  The City 
of Palo Alto Tree Ordinance and the City’s Tree Technical Manual do not include policies 
or regulations that mandate the notification to surrounding communities of tree removal.  
The requirements for noticing the public about tree removal could be determined upon the 
issuance of a tree removal permit.   

PTC6.42 The commentor states that trees that would be removed under the SUMC Project should be 
replaced.  Mitigation Measures regarding tree removal are presented on pages 3.9-26 
through 3.9-28 of the Draft EIR.  Since the publication of the Draft EIR, the mitigation 
measures regarding tree removal have been revised and further enhanced.  As a result of 
these revisions, tree replacement for privately-owned trees is required under Mitigation 
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Measure BR-4.4B.  In addition, as included in the Draft EIR, tree replacement for loss of 
publicly-owned street trees is included in Mitigation Measure BR-4.5.  For the new 
Mitigation Measure BR-4.4B, please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 6 for revisions to the 
mitigation measures as included in the Draft EIR.   

PTC6.43 The commentor questions the cost of the Tree Preservation Alternative in comparison to the 
SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

 The following is a description of the Tree Preservation Alternative cost, as explained by 
the SUMC Project sponsors at the hearing.  The building costs of the Tree Preservation 
Alternative would be comparable to the SUMC Project because of the amount of square 
footage proposed under both projects.  SUMC Project costs would mainly be from the 
amount of square footage constructed, the medical equipment, and the information 
technology that would need to be purchased.  Since the Tree Preservation Alternative 
would have the general building program during construction and operation, the costs of 
this alternative would be equivalent to the SUMC Project.9  

PTC6.44 The commentor expresses general support for the Tree Preservation Alternative.  Please 
refer to Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project and its alternatives.    

PTC6.45 The commentor states that the importance of the Stone Building complex is not necessarily 
the building itself, but the events that took place there.  The historic significance of the 
Stone Building complex was determined using a variety of criteria.  As explained on page 
3.8-15 of the Draft EIR, ARG evaluated the Stone Building complex in relation to the 
eligibility criteria of the CRHR and the seven aspects of integrity defined in the National 
Register Bulletin 15.  ARG noted, among other observations, that E.D. Stone designed the 
building during a pivotal phase of his career and that the original features and feeling or the 
building are largely intact.  In addition, ARG noted that the Stone Building complex is 
associated with an important historic event: the first heart transplant in the United States.  
As such, the historic evaluation of the Stone Building complex in Draft EIR considers the 
events that occurred there. 

 Additionally, the commentor states that the real importance of the SUMC Sites is to enable 
the continuation of research and ground-breaking procedures.  Please refer to Master 
Response 9 for a discussion of project and alternative merit in the CEQA process. 

PTC6.46 The commentor questions the reasoning for demolishing the Stone Building complex 
because it does not meet building codes, but not demolishing other non-compliant buildings 
on the Stanford campus.  The Stone Building complex would not be demolished under the 
SUMC Project solely because it does not meet OSHPD standards.  The Stone Building 
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complex would be demolished because it no longer meets the functional needs of the 
SUMC Project sponsors and the cost of retrofitting would be high.  The physical 
restructuring of the Stone Building complex to accommodate earthquake forces, even for 
non-hospital uses, would require intense reconstruction.  In addition, the existing uses of 
the Stone Building complex would need to be relocated during the entire retrofit process.  
However, there is no existing space on the Stanford campus to house the SUMC clinics and 
medical offices and/or the SoM medical research labs.  If the SUMC Project sponsors were 
to undertake a retrofitting of the Stone Building complex, the existing uses would have to 
be decommissioned over the lengthy Stone Building complex retrofit process.  Further, at 
the end of the retrofit process, the buildings still would be less functional than the new 
SoM and clinic buildings.  Please see pages 5-45 to 5-48 of the Draft EIR for additional 
information regarding the feasibility of retrofitting and reusing the Stone Building complex. 

 The commentor also suggests that the Stone Building complex be used for something other 
than a hospital.  Please Refer to Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed 
in the Draft EIR and variations to the proposed alternatives.   

 In addition, the commentor asks if the other non-compliant buildings on the Stanford 
campus are planned for demolition.  Demolition of other buildings on the Stanford campus 
is not part of the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 10 regarding non-CEQA 
issues.   

PTC6.47 The commentor requests clarification about the process for determining the significance of 
historical resources in the Draft EIR.  Under CEQA, there are several ways in which the 
historical significance of a building can be determined.  One method is to use the local 
jurisdiction’s list of historical buildings.  As explained in Response PTC6.12, above, the 
City of Palo Alto's Historic Inventory lists noteworthy examples of the work of important 
individual designers, architectural eras, and traditions as well as structures whose 
background is associated with important events in the history of the City, State, or nation.10  
However, the Stone Building complex and the Hoover Pavilion are not listed on the City’s 
Historic Inventory, and therefore are not considered as historic resources under the 
inventory.  See Response PTC6.12, above, for more details.  

 Another method for determining historic significance under CEQA is to determine whether 
the resource is eligible for listing under the CRHR or the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP).  As described on pages 3.8-11 through 3.8-15 of the Cultural Resources 
section, two studies were performed to evaluate the historical significance of the Stone 
Building complex and the Hoover Pavilion.  One study was conducted in 2007 by Stanford 
University’s Director of Heritage Services and the University Archaeologist who concluded 
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that the Stone Building complex is not one of E.D. Stone’s major achievements but would 
be potentially eligible for listing due to the building’s connection with the first heart 
transplant; however the University report concluded the buildings lacked integrity and 
therefore probably are not eligible for listing on the CRHR.  However, the study also 
concluded that the Hoover Pavilion is eligible for listing on the CRHR under criterion 3 as 
an important example of pre-World War II hospital design.11   

 In 2008, the City hired ARG to perform a separate study, which included a peer review of 
Stanford University’s evaluation.  As explained on page 3.8-15 of the Draft EIR, ARG 
evaluated the Stone Building complex in relation to the eligibility criteria of the CRHR and 
the seven aspects of integrity defined in National Register Bulletin 15.  ARG noted that 
E.D. Stone designed the Stanford University Medical Center/Palo Alto Hospital during a 
pivotal and innovative phase of his career, the building remains in its original location with 
its essential physical features intact, the setting has not been significantly diminished, the 
character-defining materials and workmanship are largely intact, and the original feeling of 
the building is intact.  In addition, both Stanford University and ARG noted that the 
complex is associated with an important historic event: the first heart transplant in the U.S.  
As a result, ARG concluded that the Stone Building complex appears eligible for listing on 
the CRHR and should be considered an historical resource for the purposes of the CEQA 
review.  In addition, ARG concurred with Stanford’s findings that the Hoover Pavilion is 
eligible for listing on the CRHR under criterion 3.12  Based on the findings by ARG, and 
the consensus of the City’s Historic Preservation Planner,13 the Draft EIR considers the 
Stone Building complex and Hoover Pavilion as significant historic resources.  ARG’s 
complete peer review is included as Appendix I in the Draft EIR.  As noted in the 
comment, if the SUMC Project is approved, the City would need to adopt a Statement of 
Overriding Considerations for significant and unavoidable impacts on the Stone Building 
complex. 

 The commentor also questions the HRB’s role in the review process.  Please refer to Master 
Response 11 for a detailed description of the City’s review process and HRB’s involvement 
in the SUMC Project.   

PTC6.48 The commentor acknowledges the siting and retrofitting challenges of retaining the Stone 
Building complex.  Please refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in 
the CEQA process 
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 In addition, the commentor offers suggestions on how to reflect the Stone Building complex 
into the design of the SUMC Project, including tile motifs and scale models of the complex.  
At this time, the SUMC Project sponsors do not anticipate using portions of the Stone 
Building complex in the design of the new buildings.  Please refer to Master Response 10 
for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.  

 To address the building modification and demolition, Mitigation Measures CR-1.2 through 
CR-1.4, as presented on pages 3.8-22 through 3.8-23 of the Draft EIR, would be required 
as part of the SUMC Project.  Mitigation Measure CR-1.2 would require Historic 
American Buildings Survey (HABS) documentation with site-specific history, accurate 
mapping of all buildings, architecture descriptions, and photographic documentation.  As 
included in Mitigation Measure CR-1.3, all written and photographic documentation 
regarding the Stone Building complex would be submitted to applicable agencies.  In 
addition, Mitigation Measure CR-1.4 requires the SUMC Project sponsors to install 
interpretive displays within the SUMC Sites that provide information to visitors and 
residents regarding the history of the Stone Building complex.  The displays, signs, and/or 
plaques would be installed in highly visible areas.  Therefore, although the SUMC Project 
would require the demolition of the Stone Building complex, these mitigation measures 
would reduce the significant and unavoidable impacts associated with the loss of this 
historic structure, but not to a less-than-significant level. 

 In addition, the decorative pattern on the exterior façade of the Stone Building complex has 
been recently utilized to create a textile pattern.  The SHC has used this fabric at the 
recently completed Vision Center and other Outpatient Clinics projects.14   

PTC6.49 The commentor questions whether reducing SHC Hospital beds by 25 percent of what is 
proposed under the SUMC Project, but not reducing beds at the LPCH Hospital, would 
meet the SUMC Project sponsors’ objectives.  Although this reduction of beds would 
partially meet the SUMC Project sponsors’ objectives, this scenario would not include a 
large enough reduction in construction and operation activities to substantially reduce the 
significant and unavoidable impacts identified in the Draft EIR.  Please refer to Master 
Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to the 
proposed alternatives.     

PTC6.50 The commentor discusses his opinions of the Stone Building complex, and concludes that 
the objectives of the SUMC Project outweigh the importance of preservation.  Please refer 
to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.   

PTC6.51 The commentor asks if portions of the Stone Building complex façade could be retained and 
incorporated into the architecture of the proposed SHC clinic/medical office building.  At 
this time, the SUMC Project sponsors do not anticipate using portions of the Stone Building 
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complex façade in the design of the new buildings.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for 
a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.   

The following is a description as to why it is infeasible to reuse portions of the Stone 
Building complex in the design of the proposed SHC clinic/medical office building.  If any 
part of the Stone Building complex were retained, it would have to be physically separated 
from the remaining hospital buildings in order to comply with the requirements of OSHPD.  
This would necessitate demolition of the 1973 Core Expansion Building and separation of 
utility systems.  In addition, any portion of the Stone Building complex that would remain 
in place would need to undergo substantial seismic retrofit work.  The buildings in the 
Stone Building complex do not meet current standards for fire separations, air exchange, 
and ventilation.  Upgrading these systems would require duct work that would reduce 
available interior space, diminishing the functionality of the interior space.15 

 In addition to the functional obstacles, preservation of a portion of the Stone Building 
complex would not substantially reduce the effect on historic resources caused by 
demolishing the rest of the building complex.  CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b)(2)(A) 
states that the significance of a historical resources is materially impaired when a project 
demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a 
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify it inclusion in, or 
eligibility for, inclusion in the CRHR.  The primary façade of the Stone Building complex 
faces the main entry and its fountain plaza on Pasteur Drive.  Three sections of the Stone 
Building Complex are visible from the Pasteur entry:  the Boswell, Edwards, and West 
Pavilion buildings.  This represents about 1,050 linear feet of façade and the complex as a 
whole has approximately 3,000 linear feet of unobstructed façade.  Even if one of the 
buildings facing the front entry, the West Pavilion, were preserved and re-used, the Stone 
Building complex would no longer retain sufficient physical characteristics to justify its 
eligibility for the CRHR.   

 Re-use of the West Pavilion would preserve approximately 560 linear feet (18.6 percent) of 
the total façade for the Stone Building complex façade, only 325 feet (10.8 percent) of 
which would be visible from Pasteur Drive.  While retaining the West Pavilion would 
preserve some of the architectural features of the building, the scale and proportion would 
be severely compromised and, at less than 20 percent of the original complex and less than 
a third of the front façade, the surviving element would not retain enough integrity to 
qualify as a historic resource.  In addition, the West Pavilion displays some incompatible 
rooftop additions and lacks the interior courtyard that is one of the essential features of the 
Stone Building complex.16  Accordingly, preservation of the West Pavilion would not avoid 
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or substantially lessen the significant effects of the SUMC Project and therefore is not 
required by CEQA.  

PTC6.52 The commentor states that the Draft EIR does not analyze a historic preservation 
alternative that both preserves the Stone Building complex and meets the SUMC Project 
sponsors’ objectives.  As explained in more detail in Master Response 8, the SUMC 
Project sponsors and the City developed a list of potential alternatives to the SUMC Project 
that would reduce the identified significant and unavoidable impacts while also meeting the 
majority of SUMC Project objectives.  The Historic Preservation Alternative, as included 
in the Draft EIR, was developed by the SUMC Project sponsors and the City in order to 
evaluate the environmental benefits of retaining the existing Stone Building complex, which 
would be demolished under the SUMC Project.   

 Three factors were considered during the development of the Historic Preservation 
Alternative: retaining the historic integrity of the Stone Building complex, meeting the 
SUMC Project sponsors’ objectives, and designing the alternative to be as feasible as 
possible.  Due to the complexity of hospital designs and the need for the appropriate 
functional adjacencies, the SUMC Project sponsors designed the Historic Preservation 
Alternative and the City conducted an extensive review of the proposed alternative.  It was 
determined by the City that the Historic Preservation Alternative as included in the Draft 
EIR is the most potentially feasible alternative that would focus on the retention of the 
Stone Building complex, although it would not meet all of the SUMC Project objectives.  
As such, the Historic Preservation Alternative presented in the Draft EIR meets the 
majority of the requirements under CEQA for an alternative to be evaluated in the EIR. 

PTC6.53 The commentors request clarification regarding the features included in Figures 5-4 and 
5-5.  Figure 5-4 on page 5-36 of the Draft EIR depicts the Village Concept Alternative and 
its proposed public spaces.  The solid red lines in the figure denote the pedestrian and 
bicycle connections that would be included under the Village Concept Alternative.  
However, towards the bottom of the figure are semi-transparent red lines to the west of the 
SoM.  These lines represent the bicycle and pedestrian connections that are not included in 
the SUMC Project application, or the Village Concept Alternative, but exist today and 
would connect the SUMC Sites with the rest of the Stanford campus.  

 Figure 5-5 on page 5-37 of the Draft EIR depicts the urban design characteristics under the 
Village Concept Alternative.  The red solid lines in this figure represent urban streets and 
building frontages along Quarry Road and El Camino Real.  These lines show that Quarry 
Road and El Camino Real are arterial streets that currently have the traffic volume, width, 
and location that can support a more urban street frontage.  Therefore, the intention along 
these streets is to orient buildings and building entrances towards Quarry Road and El 
Camino Real.  The specifications for building setbacks, heights, and other design 
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characteristics would occur later in the application process for the buildings proposed under 
the Village Concept Alternative.17   

PTC6.54 The commentor notes that portions of the Village Concept Alternative Study Area are 
located in unincorporated areas of Santa Clara County.  As explained on page 5-30 of the 
Draft EIR, two of the three housing sites under the Village Concept Alternative, the Quarry 
Road/Arboretum Drive Site and the Quarry Road/El Camino Site, are located in Santa 
Clara County.  As such, if the Village Concept Alternative would be adopted, any changes 
to the previously approved housing sites would require County approval.   

PTC6.55 The commentor questions how the boundaries of the Study Area for the Village Concept 
Alternative were determined.  Originally, the Village Concept Study Area was developed to 
encompass two projects: the SUMC Project and the Stanford Shopping Center Project.  
Although the Stanford Shopping Center Project is no longer included as a foreseeable 
project in the City of Palo Alto, the Study Area boundaries were not changed.  The Village 
Concept Alternative would work to connect all adjacent uses, including the existing 
Stanford Shopping Center, with the SUMC Project, the recommended housing units, and 
the Palo Alto Intermodal Transit Station (PAITS).18  As described on page 5-28 of the 
Draft EIR, the Village Concept Study Area defines the focus area for consideration of 
urban design principles that can shape a village concept and link the SUMC Project and the 
surrounding context together.   

PTC6.56 The commentor questions the uses on the proposed Village Concept Alternative housing 
sites and whether they could be used as mixed-use development.  The three housing sites 
under the Village Concept Alternative would be used solely for residential units.  In 
particular, the units would be dedicated to SUMC Project employees.  Although the SUMC 
Project would result in less-than-significant population increases, the housing units would 
serve to alleviate some of the minor housing constraints caused by the SUMC Project.   

 In addition, the Village Concept Alternative includes housing units at the three housing 
sites because these sites have already been environmentally cleared under the CP/GUP EIR 
and the Sand Hill Road Corridor Projects EIR.  As explained on page 5-33 of the Draft 
EIR, housing at the three sites have undergone CEQA review and have been approved by 
their respective lead agencies.  The housing as approved could thus be constructed 
currently under the previous analysis and approval.  However, mixed-use development at 
these sites has not been environmentally cleared by previous documents.  Therefore, if the 
Village Concept Alternative includes mixed-use development and it is approved as the final 
SUMC Project, then additional environmental review and a change to the Stanford 
CP/GUP would be needed prior to that approval.  Since the SUMC Project would not 
impact existing commercial and retail facilities, and since mixed-use development would 
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require further environmental studies, the addition of mixed-use development under the 
Village Concept Alternative is not proposed. 

PTC6.57 The commentor seeks clarification on the traffic congestion and greenhouse gas 
implications of considering spousal trips from the employee housing, under the Village 
Concept Alternative.  The analyses of traffic generation, VMT, and greenhouse gas 
emissions from the Village Concept Alternative have been revised.  Please see Staff-
Initiated Change 4 for a revised calculation of greenhouse gas emissions and revised 
climate change conclusions for the Village Concept Alternative.  Please see Staff-Initiated 
Change 8 for a revised transportation analysis of the Village Concept Alternative.   

PTC6.58 The commentor asks several questions regarding housing occupancy under the Village 
Concept Alternative and the analysis of the Village Concept Alternative.  Please see 
Response PTC6.21, above.  In addition, please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 4 and Staff-
Initiated Change 8. 

PTC6.59 The commentor questions the use of Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 to reduce land use impacts 
for the alternatives and questions the role of ARB in mitigating impacts.  As stated on page 
3.3-38 of the Draft EIR, the ARB would conduct Architectural Review of the building 
mass and layout, landscaping, and exterior building treatment.  The ARB’s 
recommendations regarding these factors will be forwarded to the City Council for 
consideration.  The City Council would then review the recommendations and make 
findings, as appropriate, that the design is compatible with the existing character.  
Therefore, as described in the Draft EIR, City Council would have the final approval 
regarding the building mass, site layout, landscaping, and exterior building treatments. For 
other issues, such as the Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Ordinance, the City Council 
and the Commission would review the SUMC Project for compliance with existing 
policies, regulations, and general compatibility.   

 Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 would ensure a less-than-significant impact pertaining to on-
site character and views, which is described under Impact LU-5, page 3.2-32, of the Land 
Use section of the Draft EIR.  As explained under this impact, the SUMC Project (and its 
alternatives) would not change the overall existing or planned land use patterns in the area 
surrounding the SUMC Sites.  However, the increase in building intensity and massing at 
the SUMC Sites would result in a significant impact on on-site character and views.  
Therefore, implementation of Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, which requires the SUMC 
Project sponsors to go through the City’s Architectural Review process, would reduce the 
impacts from increased intensity under the SUMC Project and its alternatives.   

 As explained in Impact LU-1, on page 3.2-8 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project would 
also result in conflicts with adopted land use plans and policies.  However, mitigation 
measures presented throughout the Draft EIR would avoid these conflicts.  In order to 
avoid these conflicts, the following mitigation measures would be implemented, as listed on 
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page 3.2-29 of the Draft EIR: VQ-2.1, TR-6.1, AQ-1.1, AQ-1.2, NO-1.1, NO-4.1, BR-
4.1 through BR-4.5, CR-1.1 through CR-1.5, and HW-3.1.  These mitigation measures 
would also be implemented to reduce land use conflicts for No Project Alternative B, 
Reduced Intensity Alternatives A and B, the Tree Preservation Alternative, the Historic 
Preservation Alternative, and the Village Concept Alternative.  As such, the Architectural 
Review process would not be the only mitigation measure to address the SUMC Project’s 
conflicts with plans and policies.    

PTC6.60 The commentor asks if it is possible to approve the Village Concept Alternative with the 
pedestrian linkages, but without the revised housing occupancy.  The City has the ability to 
approve either the SUMC Project, or one of its alternatives, or a combination of 
components of the SUMC Project and its alternatives.  Please see Master Response 8 for 
this discussion. 

PTC6.61 The commentor suggests intensifying the outboard portion of Welch Road and moving some 
(or all) of the medical office square footage proposed at the Hoover Pavilion Site to this 
site instead.  Please Refer to Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in 
the Draft EIR and variations on the alternatives suggested by the commentors.   

PTC6.62 The commentor suggests a three-way agreement between the City, Stanford University, and 
Santa Clara County be made to dedicate the 490 CP/GUP housing units to medical 
residents and interns of the SHC and LPCH Hospitals.  The Village Concept Alternative 
includes a recommendation by the City that the units at the Quarry Road sites be dedicated 
to SUMC employees.  It is speculative at this point to assume that such an agreement can 
and will be made between the City, County, and ABAG. 

PTC6.63 The commentor states that the Village Concept Alternative does not satisfy the traffic issue.  
Please see Master Response 9 for a discussion of the merit of the SUMC Project and its 
alternatives. 

PTC6.64 The commentor states that the Village Concept Alternative does not result in a substantial 
difference compared to SUMC Project impacts on air quality and climate change.  Please 
see Master Response 9 for a discussion of the merit of the SUMC Project and its 
alternatives.  Also, please see Staff-Initiated Change 4, which provides a revised analysis 
of impacts related to greenhouse gas emissions.  Per Staff-Initiated Change 4, the SUMC 
Project and the Village Concept Alternative would no longer have a significant and 
unavoidable impact related to greenhouse gas emissions. 

PTC6.65 The commentor questions how annexing the Stanford land into the City would affect the 
CP/GUP numbers.  Annexation of Stanford university land for housing into Palo Alto has 
not been proposed by the SUMC Project sponsors and would be subject to Local Agency 
Formation Commission (LAFCO), City, and County approvals.  Such an annexation is 
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speculative and is thus not addressed further.  Please see Master Response 7 for an 
additional discussion of the feasibility of requiring housing outside of Palo Alto. 

PTC6.66 The commentor suggests increased density, smaller units, or senior housing as alternatives 
to the Village Concept Alternative as proposed.  Under CEQA, alternatives to a project 
must (1) meet the basic project objectives and (2) reduce or eliminate significant impacts of 
the project.  Also, the alternatives must be feasible.  Increasing density of the Quarry Road 
sites compared to the density in the CP/GUP would be subject to County approval.  
Changing the housing type to senior housing would also be subject to County approval.  It 
should be noted that the Village Concept Alternative includes a recommendation, not a 
requirement, by the City to dedicate CP/GUP units to SUMC employees.  Also, it is 
unlikely that the suggested increased density, smaller units, or senior housing would 
alleviate the significant and unavoidable traffic impacts of the SUMC Project, given that 
the current Village Concept Alternative would exacerbate the SUMC Project’s traffic 
impacts.  See Staff-Initiated Change 2 for a discussion of updated intersection LOS 
impacts, and Staff-Initiated Change 8 for a discussion of updated traffic analysis of the 
Village Concept Alternative.  

PTC6.67 The commentors question the feasibility and adequacy of the GO Pass program and 
question whether the GO Pass program would be included in the Development Agreement 
or in the CEQA process.  As stated by the City Attorney, there are a variety of ways to 
pursue the implementation of the GO Pass.  One is the Development Agreement and one 
would be a condition of approval through the entitlement process.  Ultimately, the City 
Council would need to make a finding on whether that particular mitigation is in fact 
feasible.  Please see Master Response 1 for the effectiveness of the GO Pass mitigation 
measure and steps to be taken in the event mode split requirements were not achieved. 

PTC6.68 The commentor requests a mitigation monitoring process.  As explained in the Introduction 
Section on page 1-5 of the Draft EIR, if the SUMC Project is approved, then the City of 
Palo Alto must adopt a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), which 
would ensure that the mitigation measures presented in the Draft EIR are being 
implemented.  Please see Master Response 11 for a description of an MMRP and the 
SUMC Project review and approval process. 

 The commentor also requests a process to determine whether the proposed mitigation 
measures are adequate and actually reduce the impacts.  Should this EIR be certified and 
should the SUMC Project or an alternative be approved, then the feasible mitigation 
measures identified in this document would be incorporated into Conditions of Project 
Approval, to be implemented and monitored as described above.  This analysis has 
analyzed the efficacy of the various mitigation measures and has identified which measures 
would reduce impacts to less than significant, and which measures would not be sufficient 
to reduce impacts to less than significant.   
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PTC6.69 The commentor suggests striking Mitigation Measure PH-3.1 to the extent that it the 
pending Housing Element update would accomplish measures therein.  As discussed in 
Master Response 7, City staff agrees that the City is already in the process of updating its 
Housing Element and, as part of that process, it is already identifying potential housing 
sites within the City.  To the extent that Mitigation Measure PH 3.1 calls upon the City to 
identify additional sites not already being identified as part of the City’s current efforts, 
staff agrees that the measure is not feasible and should be rejected.   

PTC6.70 The commentor questions Mitigation Measure TR-7.2 on pages 3.4-80 through 3.4-81 of 
the Draft EIR and questions the dollar amount of the cross-town shuttle.  Expanding the 
Palo Alto shuttles is included in the payment of Traffic Impact Fees in Palo Alto.  This is a 
one-time payment and the dollar amount is estimated at $2.1 million.  Expanding transit 
service for the Santa Clara Valley Transit Authority (VTA) Community Bus is an annual 
payment estimated at $150,000 per year.  However, contributions to this service by the 
SUMC Project have been determined to not be warranted (see Staff-Initiated Change 1).  
Expanding transit service for Menlo Park shuttles is also an annual payment estimated at 
$46,430 per year.  Although this measure is no longer included in Mitigation Measure TR-
7.2, the SUMC Project sponsors have offered to contribute to the Menlo Park shuttles as 
part of a Development Agreement.  Please see Master Response 6 for more information 
regarding the cost of mitigation.  The traffic impact thresholds in San Mateo County as part 
of the City/County Association of Governments (C/CAG) and the thresholds adopted by 
Menlo Park are different than those for Palo Alto and Santa Clara County, as shown on 
Draft EIR pages 3.4-30 through 3.4-32.   

 In addition, the commentor suggests that the Comprehensive Plan Amendment analysis 
incorporate the City of Menlo Park’s and/or the County of San Mateo’s thresholds into the 
Palo Alto significance thresholds.  Changing the City’s standards of significance for traffic 
impacts and analyzing impact of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment are beyond the scope 
of this EIR.  As discussed in Section 3.4 of the Draft EIR, Transportation, the standards of 
significance in which roadways are located were applied to roadways in the traffic analysis.  
Please see Master Response 11 for a discussion about the City’s Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment. 

PTC6.71 The commentor suggests that a 911 dispatch center be included in the OSHPD certified 
complex.  The existing Palo Alto/Stanford emergency dispatch center is adequate and there 
are no current plans for expansion and/or construction of new facilities.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.   

PTC6.72 The commentor indicates that Stanford University and the City should collaborate on 
additional mitigation measures that would benefit both the City’s reduction goals as well as 
provide mitigation for the SUMC Project.  While there is certainly potential for future 
collaboration between Stanford and the City that could enhance existing or provide new 
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emission reduction measures to further the City’s reduction goals, that is beyond the scope 
of the Draft EIR.  With implementation of Mitigation Measures CC-1.1 through CC-1.4, 
and Mitigation Measure TR-2.3, the SUMC Project would not result in significant climate 
change impacts. Please refer to Master Response 11, which explains that conditions must 
have a nexus to SUMC Project impacts, and Master Response 12, which describes that 
both sides must to agree to Development Agreement terms.  

PTC6.73 The commentor requests a qualification of Palo Alto’s Green Ordinance to help mitigate 
City emissions and assign the responsibilities between Stanford and the City.  Palo Alto’s 
Green Ordinance is a way to increase the energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from typical residential and commercial land uses.  However, most of the energy 
efficiency and conservation requirements within the Green Ordinance are not applicable to 
the more unusual land uses, such as hospitals.  The Draft EIR analyzes the SUMC Project 
in relation to the energy requirements of a typical hospital.  The SUMC Project as 
proposed would provide an energy efficient hospital facility.  The SUMC Project would 
provide innovative engineering solutions to air circulation, energy efficient improvements 
to the existing chillers, and an overall efficient design of the buildings.  These proposed 
features would result in greater energy efficiency than would have been achieved by 
applying the few elements of the Green Ordinance that would potentially be applicable to 
the hospital.  Please see Staff-Initiated Change 4 for more information about the SUMC 
Project’s energy efficiency.  

 The Draft EIR suggests a threshold of the SUMC Project tiering from a qualified Climate 
Action Plan.  However, the City of Palo Alto currently does not have a qualified Climate 
Action Plan.  The process of qualifying a Climate Action Plan involves not only 
determining the emissions inventories for the existing and future years, but also providing a 
list of the reduction measures that would be implemented under projects in the City in 
order to reduce emissions to the acknowledged thresholds (typically reduction emissions to 
1990 levels by 2020).  The plan must also quantify the expected reductions and be adopted 
following completion of the CEQA process.   

PTC6.74 The commentor asks which alternatives would meet the City’s objective of addressing 
project-induced school impacts that are not mitigated by school impact fees.  As stated on 
page 3.14-17 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project would pay non-residential development 
fees subject to SB 50 School Impact Fees.  According to Section 65996 of the State 
Government Code, payment of school impact fees is deemed to constitute full and complete 
mitigation.  As such, no other mitigation is required.  

 As explained in the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project would not directly impact enrollment 
and school capacity.  Instead, the actual generation of new students would be a tertiary 
impact.  The SUMC Project would increase employment, which could induce more 
housing, a secondary impact.  Construction of more housing units would generate more 
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students, a tertiary impact.  The new residential development that may indirectly result 
from the increase in employment under the SUMC Project would be subject to separate 
CEQA review and would be required to pay separate residential school impact fees. 

PTC6.75 The commentor asks if the Draft EIR analyzes the impacts to the Palo Alto Unified School 
District (PAUSD) regarding the construction of 490 additional housing units under the 
Village Concept Alternative.  The analysis of public service impacts under the Village 
Concept Alternative is included on pages 5-224 through 5-225 of the Draft EIR.  As stated, 
the Village Concept Alternative would not involve the construction of new residential units 
within the City that have not previously been environmentally cleared.  As explained on 
page 5-33 of the Draft EIR, the 490 housing units included in the Village Concept 
Alternative have already undergone environmental review in the CP/GUP EIR and the 
Sand Hill Road Corridor Projects EIR and have been approved by their respective lead 
agencies.  The housing as approved could thus be constructed currently under the previous 
analysis and approval.  In addition, these housing units would be subject to the 
development fees and the school impact fees, as outlined in the respective EIRs.  As such, 
the additional school impacts from the 490 housing units are not analyzed further in the 
Draft EIR. 

 In addition, the Draft EIR concludes on page 5-224 that dedicating the housing at the three 
sites to SUMC employees, and constructing the housing within the City’s recommended 
timeline, would have no implications on the analysis in the CP/GUP EIR and the Sand Hill 
Road EIR.  As with the SUMC Project, the impacts from the Village Concept Alternative 
would be mitigated by payment of the school impact fees established by SB 50, resulting in 
less-than-significant impacts.  

PTC6.76 The commentor suggests an alternative that combines the Tree Preservation Alternative 
with the pedestrian linkages included under the Village Concept Alternative.  The Palo Alto 
City Council must ultimately certify that it has reviewed and considered the information in 
the EIR and that the EIR has been completed in conformity with CEQA.  During the 
SUMC Project approval process, the Commission could make recommendations regarding 
the SUMC Project and its alternatives.  After consideration of the Commission’s 
recommendations, it is at the discretion of City Council whether to approve portions of the 
proposed alternatives that would mitigate or avoid significant environmental impacts, while 
rejecting the alternatives that are deemed to be infeasible.  As such, the Final SUMC 
Project could be the SUMC Project as proposed in the Draft EIR, an alternative to the 
SUMC Project, or a combination of the SUMC Project and different alternatives.     

 In addition, the commentor suggests the inclusion of mixed use development, including 
condominiums and hotels, in lieu of the housing units proposed under the Village Concept 
Alternative.  As explained in more detail in Response PTC6.56, above, mixed-use 
development has not been environmentally cleared by previous documents; therefore, 
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inclusion of mixed-use development would require additional environmental review.  
Please refer to Response PTC6.56, above, for more explanation as to why mixed-use 
development would not be included under the Village Concept Alternative. 

PTC6.77 The commentor states that other reduced intensity alternatives should be considered, 
including the removal of the top floor of the SHC Hospital building.  Please Refer to 
Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to 
the proposed alternatives.   

PTC6.78 The commentor asks if there are any alternatives that were not considered that could 
mitigate most of the significant and unavoidable impacts of the SUMC Project.  As 
explained in more detail in Master Response 8, the SUMC Project sponsors and the City 
developed a list of potential alternatives to the SUMC Project that would reduce the 
identified significant and unavoidable impacts while also meeting the majority of SUMC 
Project objectives.  In addition, the alternatives were developed to be potentially feasible 
and reflect the appropriate functionality of a hospital project.  Therefore, the list of seven 
alternatives that were created by the City and the SUMC Project sponsors attempted to 
alleviate the significant and unavoidable impacts of the SUMC Project, meet the objectives, 
and reflect a potentially feasible site plan.  No alternative would avoid all of the significant 
effects of the SUMC Project, but several would lessen the effects. 

PTC6.79 The commentors question the process for selecting the alternatives as presented in the Draft 
EIR, especially Reduced Intensity Alternative B.  Please refer to Master Response 8 for the 
process of selecting and analyzing the alternatives presented in the Draft EIR.        

PTC6.80 The commentor questions if there would be another Reduced Intensity Alternative between 
those already identified that would satisfy most of the SUMC Project objectives and reduce 
the significant and unavoidable transportation impacts to less than significant.  Per Section 
15126.6 of the CEQA Guidelines, “an EIR shall describe a range of reasonable alternatives 
to the project, or to the location of the project, which would feasibly attain most of the 
basic objectives of the project but would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant 
effects of the project, and evaluate the comparative merits of the alternatives.  An EIR need 
not evaluate every conceivable alternative to a project.”  The Draft EIR identifies seven 
alternatives to the SUMC Project.  The range of alternatives analyzed and evaluated in this 
EIR is robust, and is reasonable and adequate of the purposes of CEQA.  Additionally, see 
Staff-Initiated Change 2, which provides a revised LOS analysis for the SUMC Project and 
which indicates that all significant intersection impacts would be reduced to less than 
significant with implementation of identified mitigation measures.  See also Staff-Initiated 
Change 8, which provides a revised analysis of the transportation impacts of the various 
alternatives.  Lastly, see Master Response 8, which discusses some variations to the 
Reduced Intensity Alternative that have been specifically identified by commentors on the 
Draft EIR. 
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PTC6.81 The commentor feels that the Draft EIR does not analyze a historic preservation alternative 
that both preserves the Stone Building complex and meets the SUMC Project sponsors’ 
objectives.  Please refer to Response PTC6.52, above and Master Response 8. 

PTC6.82 The commentor asks if the Tree Preservation Alternative could be revised further in order 
to retain more Protected Trees.  Please refer to Master Response 8 for a description of the 
Tree Preservation Alternative and variations to the alternative.. 

PTC6.83 The commentor states that Reduced Intensity Alternative B is worth further consideration 
since this alternative would have less-than-significant climate change impacts, while the 
SUMC Project would be significant and unavoidable.  Although Reduced Intensity 
Alternative B would avoid the climate change impacts, this alternative would not be able to 
meet all of the goals and objectives of the SUMC Project as proposed.  Further, with the 
revisions to the climate change analysis as presented in Staff-Initiated Change 4, the SUMC 
Project as proposed would result in a less-than-significant impact with respect to climate 
change, with mitigation.  

PTC6.84 The commentor expresses concern that review time for City Council and the Commission 
will be limited due to the desire for certification by the end of 2010.  The City Council and 
the Commission will have adequate time to give recommendations regarding the SUMC 
Project and its alternatives and to formulate findings.  Please refer to Master Response 11 
for a detailed description of the City’s review process and the next steps in the EIR review. 

 The commentor also asks if City Council can decide to adopt an SUMC Project alternative 
(or a variation of an alternative) at the last minute.  As explained in the hearing transcript, 
the Draft EIR provides adequate environmental coverage for the maximum amount of 
build-out under the SUMC Project.  Therefore, the City Council can decide to approve a 
project that is less than what is analyzed in the Draft EIR since it would be environmentally 
cleared.    

PTC6.85 The commentor states that the Commission should consider the alternatives, or variations 
to the alternatives.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for a detailed description of the 
City’s review process and the next steps in the EIR review and Master Response 8 for a 
discussion of alternatives.   

PTC6.86 The commentor summarizes the main SUMC Project sponsors and City objectives for the 
SUMC Project and states that it is imperative that these objectives be addressed.  Please 
refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.  Also, 
please see Response PTC6.8, above, and Table 5-6 for a comparison of the SUMC Project 
and the alternatives’ ability to achieve project objectives. 

PTC6.87 The commentor states that the major impact of the SUMC Project is traffic and it should be 
mitigated.  Please see Staff-Initiated Change 2, which provides a revised LOS analysis for 
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the SUMC Project and which indicates that all significant intersection impacts would be 
reduced to less than significant through identified mitigation measures.  

PTC6.88 The commentor states that the City wants a vital, economic, jobs based, employment based, 
tax base and the SUMC Project is vital to meeting this goal.  Please refer to Master 
Response 9 for a discussion of project merit. 

PTC6.89 The commentor states that the City’s Climate Protection Plan is a guiding document for the 
SUMC Project that should be adhered to.  The Draft EIR, page 3.6-25, cites compliance 
with the City of Palo Alto’s Climate Protection Plan as one significance criterion for the 
analysis of greenhouse gas emissions.  As such, the Draft EIR evaluates the SUMC 
Project’s adherence to the goals and policies set forth in the Climate Protection Plan.  
Table 3.6-5, on pages 3.6-31 through 3.6-49 of the Draft EIR, presents the Climate 
Protection Plan goals that are relevant to the SUMC Project and determines whether the 
SUMC Project would be compliant with the policies.  Please see Staff-Initiated Change 4 
for a revised discussion of the SUMC Project’s consistency with the goals of the City’s 
Climate Protection Plan. 

PTC6.90 The commentor requests an “intermediate” alternative between Reduced Intensity 
Alternative B and the SUMC Project.  Although a specific alternative is not suggested by 
the commentor in this comment, other “intermediate” alternatives were suggested at this 
hearing, including the reduction of the SHC Hospital by removing the top floor and a 
reduction of the SHC hospital by 25 percent.  Please Refer to Master Response 8 for the 
range of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to the alternatives.   

PTC6.91 The commentor expresses concern that the Comprehensive Plan is being changed for the 
SUMC Project, which “defines away the problem.”  The proposed Comprehensive Plan 
changes are being proposed as part of the SUMC Project, not as mitigation to address the 
impacts from the SUMC Project.  The various impacts from the SUMC Project are 
addressed throughout this EIR and are mitigated to the extent feasible. 

PTC6.92 The commentor notes that the SUMC Project, the Tree Preservation Alternative, the 
Historic Preservation Alternative, and the Village Concept Alternative meet the objectives 
of the SUMC Project, but do not fully reduce the significant and unavoidable impacts 
identified in the Draft EIR.    Please refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project 
merit in the CEQA process. 

PTC6.93 The commentor requests confirmation regarding the Draft EIR’s conclusions regarding the 
Village Concept Alternative.  Please refer to Response PTC6.11, above.   

 The commentor also seeks stronger mitigation measures for the Village Concept 
Alternative.  As described in more detail in Response PTC6.56, the Village Concept 
Alternative includes housing units at three housing sites that have already been 
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environmentally cleared under the CP/GUP EIR and the Sand Hill Road Corridor Projects 
EIR and have been approved by their respective lead agencies.  Therefore, as explained on 
page 5-33 of the Draft EIR, the housing as approved could be constructed currently under 
the previous analysis and approval.  On the basis that the housing at the three sites has been 
environmentally cleared, the analysis in the Draft EIR does not provide a further analysis 
and additional mitigation measures to reduce impacts at the housing sites.   

 However, under the Village Concept Alternative, the housing would be constructed under 
recommended modification to the terms as previously approved, including dedication of 
housing to SUMC Project employees and an accelerated construction schedule.  These 
recommendations would have some implications on the analysis in the CP/GUP EIR, 
including trip generation rates and associated VMT, air quality, climate change, and noise 
impacts.  The additional impacts are discussed 5-198 through 5-210 of the Draft EIR.  
However, much of this analysis has been revised.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated Changes 4 
and 8 for revisions to the Village Concept Alternative impacts. 

 In addition, as described on page 5-35 of the Draft EIR, the modified terms of the housing 
sites would have no implications on the conclusions in the Sand Hill Road EIR.  The Sand 
Hill Road EIR did not include assumptions on the type of residential occupants at the site 
and the housing density (70 units) would remain the same.  As such, the housing units at 
the Sand Hill Road/Pasteur Drive site would not create additional impacts under the Village 
Concept Alternative and additional mitigation measures are not included to reduce impacts 
at this housing site.   

PTC6.94  The commentor asks if applying the eight percent Palo Alto housing demand to the school 
analysis is appropriate, and suggests applying ABAG’s requirement for the City’s 
jobs/housing balance.  The school demand that would be generated by ABAG’s required 
RHNA for Palo Alto would not result from the SUMC Project.  The City’s RHNA is 
determined by ABAG based on broader considerations such as water and sewer capacity, 
suitable land, housing growth and market demand, housing cost, employment, and 
proximity to transit.19  This EIR addresses environmental impacts resulting from the SUMC 
Project, and determining school demand based on the City’s RHNA determined by ABAG 
would not be appropriate here.  The eight percent distribution of housing demand within 
the City is based on historical evidence, comprised of SUMC’s data on the residential 
distribution of their employees.  As indicated on page 3.13-11 of the Draft EIR, the 
distribution of where SUMC Project employees would live is based on existing SUMC 
employee zip code data provided by the SUMC Project sponsors (see Appendix L of the 
Draft EIR).20  Therefore, it is appropriate to assume in this analysis that eight percent of 
new SUMC employees would seek to live in Palo Alto, and base indirect housing demand 

                                              
19  ABAG, San Francisco Bay Area Housing Needs Plan 2007-2014, June 2008. 
20  Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project Application, August 2007, as amended; Tab 5, Figure 5-5. 
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on this distribution.  Further, as indicated on page 3.14-24 of the Draft EIR, “Section 
65996 of the State Government Code explains that payment of school impact fees 
established by the Leroy F. Greene School Facilities Act of 1998 is deemed to constitute 
full and complete mitigation for school impacts.  PAUSD has enacted development fees in 
accordance with the Leroy F. Greene School Facilities Act and levies these fees on 
development projects within its service area.”  Housing development in Palo Alto would be 
required to pay the school impact fees. 

PTC6.95 The commentor contests the application of 1.72 workers per worker household, based on 
U.S. Census 2000 data for Santa Clara County, into the analysis of impacts on the City’s 
jobs to employed residents ratio.  Please see Master Response 7 for a discussion of the 
methodology applied in analyzing the SUMC Project’s impact on the City’s jobs to 
employed residents ratio.  The calculations for the analysis of the jobs to employed 
residents ratio is provided and in the table notes for Table 3.13-10 and 3.13-11 of the Draft 
EIR.  As indicated, the 1.72 workers per worker household is based on U.S. Census 2000 
data for Santa Clara County.  If the 2,242 workers were multiplied by 8 percent directly, 
then the resulting number would only yield the number of new employees who may chose 
to live in Palo Alto.  This number of employees still needs to be translated into household 
demand, which is why the 2,242 new employees is multiplied by 1.72 workers per worker 
household.   

PTC6.96 The commentor questions why the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report was not used in the analysis of 
SUMC Project impacts to PAUSD enrollment and capacity.  The Lapkoff & Gobalet 
Report, as cited by the commentor, addresses district-wide enrollment projections for the 
PAUSD.  The forecasts incorporate fall 2009 enrollments, 2008 birth data, and updates on 
new housing developments.21  The Draft EIR analysis is based on existing enrollment and 
capacity data.  Therefore, the forecast information provided in the Lapkoff & Gobalet 
Report is not included in the Draft EIR.   

 In addition, it is important to note that the PAUSD submitted comments on the Draft EIR 
and did not contest the PAUSD capacity and enrollment numbers used in the Draft EIR.  
The PAUSD also did not request that the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report be incorporated into 
the Draft EIR findings.  Please see Letter 10, in Section 4, Responses to Comments, for a 
list of the PAUSD concerns. 

 The commentor also questions the yield projections used in the Draft EIR.  The Draft EIR 
uses a student generation factor of 0.7 students per household, which are based on 
Statewide statistics.  However, the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report includes local generation 
rates.  As included on page 11 of the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report, student yields were 
distributed by the type of housing unit, as follows: 0.9 for single family units, 0.5 for 

                                              
21  Lapkoff & Gobalet Demographic Research, Inc., District-Wide Enrollment Forecasts: Palo Alto Unified 

School District, December 2, 2009. 
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townhouse or townhouse-style units, 0.25 for condominium-style units, 0.15 for apartment 
units, and 0.7 for below-market rate units.22   

 At this time, the type of housing units that the SUMC Project employees would occupy is 
unknown.  Therefore, assuming that the SUMC Project employees would be equally 
distributed among the different types of housing units, the average student generation rate 
would be 0.5 students per household.  At this rate, the SUMC Project would indirectly 
generate approximately 52 students.  As stated on page 3.14-16 of the Draft EIR, the 
SUMC Project would generate approximately 73 students with the Statewide average 
generation factor of 0.7.  Therefore, the student yield used in the Draft EIR is higher than 
the generation rates included in the Lapkoff & Gobalet Report.  As such, the Draft EIR 
includes a conservative estimate and does not need to be updated to reflect the yields in the 
Lapkoff & Gobalet Report. 

 Given that the SUMC Project sponsors would pay school impact fees, which are considered 
adequate mitigation under CEQA, the SUMC Project would result in less-than-significant 
school impacts, regardless of which PAUSD statistics are used.  Please refer to Response 
PTC1.18 for more details. 

 

                                              
22  Lapkoff & Gobalet Demographic Research, Inc., District-Wide Enrollment Forecasts: Palo Alto Unified 

School District, December 2, 2009. 
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CC1. City Council Hearing, June 7, 2010  

CC1.1 The commentor expresses concerns about the visual aids provided in the Draft EIR and at 
the public hearings.  Throughout the Draft EIR, figures and visual simulations are included 
to help visualize the buildings, site plans, design features, and linkages as proposed under 
the SUMC Project.  The figures address potential impacts with the general proposed layout 
as provided in Section 2, Project Description; view obstruction, scenic qualities, 
compatibility with existing surroundings, and shadow impacts as provided in Section 3.3, 
Visual Quality; bicycle and pedestrian facilities, transit routes, truck routes, and trip 
distribution as provided in Section 3.4, Transportation; sound contours, ambulance routes, 
and mechanical equipment locations as provided in Section 3.7, Noise; geology maps as 
provided in Section 3.10, Geology; locations of Underground Storage Tanks as provided in 
Section 3.12, Hazardous Materials; and alternatives as provided in Section 5, Alternatives.  
In total, 63 figures are included in the Draft EIR to demonstrate existing and future 
conditions under the SUMC Project.  Additional figures showing the Hoover Pavilion Site 
and renovation are provided in Appendix DD of this document. 

 Additional figures, diagrams, and simulations were presented during the public hearings for 
the City Council and the Planning and Transportation Commission (Commission).  In 
addition, preliminary project plans are available to download at the City’s website.1   

CC1.2 The commentor questions whether City Council comments could be provided after the close 
of the comment period.  There was no formal request from either the public or the City 
Council to extend the comment period; therefore, comments were not accepted after July 
27, 2010. 

 The commentor also questions the review process with regards to Historic Resources Board 
(HRB) and Architectural Resources Group (ARG) involvement.  Please refer to Master 
Response 11 for a detailed description of the City’s review process and the next steps in the 
EIR review.   

CC1.3 This comment is a summary of comments made during the Commission hearing on June 2, 
2010.  Please refer to PTC1 for responses regarding amendments to the Comprehensive 
Plan.   

CC1.4 This comment is a summary of comments made during the Commission hearing on June 2, 
2010.  Please refer to PTC1 for responses regarding Palo Alto Unified School District 
(PAUSD) impacts. 

                                              
1  City of Palo Alto, Planning and Community Environment Department, “SUMC Project - Development 

Simulation & Architectural Design,” accessed on September 23, 2010 at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/ 
depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=1596&TargetID=85. 
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CC1.5 This comment is a summary of comments made during the Commission hearing on June 2, 
2010.  Please refer to PTC1 for responses regarding housing and associated impact due to 
increased employees at the SUMC Sites.   

 In addition, it is important to note that the Comprehensive Plan Amendment is on a 
separate schedule than the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for the 
review process of the SUMC Project in relation to the City’s Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment. 

CC1.6 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project and feels that the range of 
alternatives provided in the Draft EIR is unnecessary.  Per CEQA Guidelines 15126.6, an 
EIR must include a range of feasible alternatives that obtain most of the project objectives 
and reduce the impacts of the proposed project.  Since significant and unavoidable impacts 
on a historic structure would occur under the SUMC Project, the Draft EIR analyzes the 
Historic Preservation Alternative.  In total, the Draft EIR includes seven alternatives that 
seek to reduce the significant and unavoidable impacts of the SUMC Project.  However, as 
stated by the commentor and addressed on pages 5-39 through 5-49, several alternatives 
would not meet all of the objectives of the City and/or the SUMC Project sponsors.  
Nonetheless, under CEQA, the Draft EIR must consider potentially feasible alternatives 
that would reduce significant and unavoidable impact and meet the majority of objectives.  
Please refer to Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project and its 
alternatives. 

CC1.7 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC1.8 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC1.9 The commentor advocates worker housing and indicates a concern about traffic congestion 
in Palo Alto.  As indicated on page 3.13-14 of the Draft EIR, housing affordability is 
considered to be a socioeconomic issue.  Neither a shortfall of affordable units, increased 
demand for affordable housing, nor socioeconomic impacts due to increased demand for 
affordable housing is considered to be a physical environmental impact.  Please see Master 
Response 7 for a discussion of the SUMC Project’s indirect demand for affordable housing 
in Palo Alto.  For a description and analysis of the Village Concept Alternative, refer to 
Section 5 of the Draft EIR, Alternatives and the revised traffic analysis in Staff-Initiated 
Change 8. 

 In addition, as part of the SUMC Project, a Development Agreement would be approved if 
such an agreement could be mutually agreed upon.  One component of the Development 
Agreement between the City and the SUMC Project sponsors would be the payment of a 
housing in-lieu fee in the amount of $23.1 million, which is equivalent to what a 
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commercial project would pay.  Refer to page 2-27 in the Project Description of the Draft 
EIR for a full list of the potential Development Agreement terms.  Please refer to Master 
Response 12 for a further discussion of the Development Agreement. 

 Lastly, please see Staff-Initiated Change 2 for an updated discussion of traffic congestion 
impacts.   

CC1.10 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC1.11 The commentor suggests that rather than purchasing GO Passes for employees, the SUMC 
Project sponsors should subsidize the bus lines.  Please see Master Response 1 for the 
effectiveness of the GO Pass and steps that would be taken in the event mode splits were 
not achieved. 

CC1.12 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC1.13 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

 In addition, the commentor suggests a joint Emergency Operation Center (EOC) for the 
Palo Alto Police Department (PAPD) and the SUMC.  This is an arrangement that would 
be determined between the PAPD and the SUMC Project sponsors after the approval of the 
SUMC Project.  As such, this comment does not pertain to the adequacy of the Draft EIR 
and no further response is warranted.   

CC1.14 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC1.15 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project in regards to its support of the 
hotel industry in the City of Palo Alto.  Please refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion 
of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC1.16 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

 In addition, the commentor believes that some of the City’s requests to allow for approval 
of the SUMC Project are unreasonable.  Please refer to Master Response 12 for further 
discussion of the purpose of the Development Agreement and the process for its adoption. 

CC1.17 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 
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CC1.18 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project and worries that approval will be 
delayed due to the Comprehensive Plan update process.  The City of Palo Alto is currently 
undertaking a Comprehensive Plan Amendment that will cover the period through 2020.  
The purpose of the Amendment is to extend the horizon year of the existing 
Comprehensive Plan adopted in 1998 from 2010 to 2020, revise base conditions and 
growth projections, modify policies and programs, update the land use map, and revise the 
Housing Element.  City Council is working with the Commission and staff to develop the 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment.   

 The SUMC Project would require amendments to the Comprehensive Plan; however, this 
would occur separately from the Comprehensive Plan Amendment process that the City is 
undertaking.  It is important to note that the Comprehensive Plan Amendment is on a 
separate schedule than the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for the 
review process of the SUMC Project in relation to the City’s Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment schedule. 

CC1.19 The commentor states that the Draft EIR is flawed in that it assigns Architectural Review 
Board (ARB) to oversee compliance with the mitigation measures.  As stated on page 3.3-
38 of the Draft EIR, ARB would conduct Architectural Review of the mass and layout, 
landscaping, and exterior building treatment.  ARB’s recommendations regarding these 
factors will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration.  The City Council would 
then review the recommendations and make findings, as appropriate, that the design is 
compatible with the existing character.  Therefore, as described in the Draft EIR, City 
Council would have the final approval regarding the building mass, site layout, 
landscaping, and exterior building treatments. 

 For other issues, such as the Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Ordinance, the City 
Council and the Commission would review the SUMC Project for compliance with existing 
policies, regulations, and general compatibility.   

CC1.20 The commentor requests additional visuals, especially at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  
Supplementary figures for the Hoover Pavilion Site are provided in Appendix DD of this 
document.   

 In addition, the commentor states that the SUMC Project has changed since the release of 
the Draft EIR and therefore, the figures provided in the Draft EIR are inadequate.  As 
stated in Section 1 of this document, the SUMC Project as proposed in the SUMC Project 
application and described in the Draft EIR is the project that is analyzed in this Final EIR.  
The Tree Preservation Alternative, which is the SUMC Project sponsors’ preferred 
alternative, is still considered an alternative for the purposes of this CEQA review.  
Nonetheless, the majority of the visual simulations included in Section 3.3 of the Draft EIR 
(Figures 3.3-8, 3.3-10, and 3.3-11) would pertain to the SUMC Project as well as the Tree 
Preservation Alternative.  These visual simulations depict the Hoover Pavilion Site and the 
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proposed LPCH building, which would have the same building program as the SUMC 
Project.  The only visual simulation that would be different, Figure 3.3-9, was regenerated 
to show the Tree Preservation Alternative and is included in Section 5, Alternatives, as 
Figure 5-6 on page 5-139 of the Draft EIR.  Figure 5-6 depicts the SHC Hospital building 
under the Tree Preservation Alternative, which would differ from the SHC Hospital 
building program under the SUMC Project, with views looking south from Sand Hill Road 
and Pasteur Drive. 

 Although additional site plans for the Tree Preservation Alternative are not included in the 
Draft EIR, an analysis of the visual impacts and other site-layout impacts is provided in 
Section 5 of the Draft EIR.  If City Council would like to see additional figures for the 
Tree Preservation Alternative, the SUMC Project sponsors can provide the most recent site 
plans and design figures upon request.  In addition, preliminary project plans are available 
to download at the City’s website.2   

CC1.21 The commentor questions the Staff Report and the review of historic standards that are 
required by CEQA.  Staff Reports were prepared by the City for the Commissioners, the 
ARB, and the City Council members in order to summarize the findings in the Draft EIR.  
See the Draft EIR for complete information regarding topics addressed in the Staff Reports. 

 As explained in Section 3.8 of the Draft EIR, Cultural Resources, potential historical 
resources at the SUMC Sites were evaluated.  Based on findings by the Architectural 
Resources Group (ARG), and supported by the City’s Historic Preservation Planner, the 
Hoover Pavilion and the Stone Building complex are considered historical resources for the 
purposes of the CEQA review.  Although these two buildings are not currently listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), the California Register of Historical 
Resources (CRHR), or the City of Palo Alto Historic Inventory, ARG and the City’s 
Historic Preservation Planner determined that they are eligible for listing.  Therefore, the 
analysis provided in the Draft EIR regarded the Hoover Pavilion and the Stone Building 
complex as historical resources pursuant to CEQA. 

 The Secretary of Interior's Standards provide a standard guide to recommended treatments 
of historic properties and are also intended for use in developing documentation to be 
included in the Historic American Building Survey (HABS).  Since the Stone Building 
complex would be demolished under the SUMC Project, Mitigation Measure CR-1.2 
would require the preparation of HABS documentation for the Stone Building complex. 

 As stated in Section 15064.5(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, “a project that follows the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with 
Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings 

                                              
2  City of Palo Alto, Planning and Community Environment Department, “SUMC Project - Development 

Simulation & Architectural Design,” accessed on September 23, 2010 at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/ 
depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=1596&TargetID=85. 
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or the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings… shall be considered as mitigated to a level of less than a 
significant impact on the historical resource.”  ARG has prepared a report (included as 
Appendix Y of this document) that concludes that the construction of the new medical 
office building and parking structure would not significantly alter the physical 
characteristics that convey Hoover Pavilion’s historical significance such that it would no 
longer be eligible for inclusion in the NRHP and CRHR.  Therefore, the SUMC Project 
would not result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of this historical 
resource and the impact under CEQA would be less than significant.  Refer to Staff-
Initiated Change 5 for a more detailed analysis of the potential impacts to Hoover Pavilion.   

CC1.22 This comment pertains to the role of the HRB in reviewing the EIR and the SUMC Project 
in general.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for a detailed description of the City’s 
review process and the next steps in the EIR review process.   

CC1.23 The commentor asks if some of the development not related to the SUMC Project would not 
be constructed since the SUMC Project would exceed square footage limits under the 
Comprehensive Plan.  As explained in the hearing, the City has proposed to modify Policy 
L-8 to recognize that development at the SUMC Project Sites does not count against the 
square footage caps in Policy L-8.  As outlined on page 3.2-29 of the Draft EIR, Land 
Use, and modified in Response 22.5, the policy would be amended to state that the SUMC 
hospital clinic and medical research uses would not be treated as “non-residential 
development.”  As such, additional growth in areas zoned “Hospital District” would be 
exempt from Policy L-8.  It should be noted that the EIR analyzes the effects of the square 
footage proposed under the SUMC Project.  Therefore, the change to Policy L-8 would not 
result in impacts beyond that identified in the EIR. 

CC1.24 The commentor questions the cumulative effect of traffic in relation to the Stanford 
University 2000 Community Plan and General Use Permit (CP/GUP) and the California 
High Speed Train (HST) project.  As discussed on page 3.1-5 of the Draft EIR, this 
analysis assumes that the HST project would not include a HST station in Palo Alto.  The 
SUMC Project would generate approximately 10,000 additional vehicle trips per day, prior 
to mitigation to reduce single occupant vehicle trips.  It is not expected at this point that the 
HST project would close any of the four streets that currently cross the tracks at grade; 
however, the train tracks would no longer be at the same grade as the streets, as the HST 
project would grade-separate the crossings for these streets.  As such, the HST project 
would not create cumulatively considerable impacts in combination with the SUMC 
Project.  Please refer to Master Response 3 for further discussion on the background 
growth and cumulative traffic impacts pertaining to the CP/GUP.   

 The commentor also asks whether additional firefighters would be needed to staff the new 
100-foot ladder truck.  The Draft EIR on page 3.14-14 identifies an improvement measure 
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to provide a 100-foot ladder truck.   As an improvement measure, the 100-foot ladder truck 
would not be a mitigation measure that would is required under CEQA.  The City could 
encourage the SUMC Project sponsors to implement improvement measures or consider 
imposing them as Conditions of Approval.  Consideration over whether to include the 
improvement measures as Conditions of Approval would occur during the entitlement 
process rather than the environmental review process.  Therefore, for the purposes of 
CEQA review in the Draft EIR, the improvement measures are provided as supplemental 
information and are not mandated, but encouraged.  Please also see Response 22.74.  The 
PAFD has indicated that they would need the 100-foot truck and three full time Medical 
unit staff to adequately serve the SUMC Project, and did not identify need to additional 
staff other than the three full time Medical unit staff.3 

CC1.25 The commentor questions how many Palo Alto Fire Department (PAFD) personnel would 
be required to man a 100-foot ladder truck and if this would require additional staff.  The 
PAFD currently owns a 75-foot ladder truck, which requires one captain, one apparatus 
operator, and one firefighter to operate.  Under the SUMC Project, a 100-foot ladder truck 
would be necessary to provide adequate reach and access for the increased height of the 
buildings.  According to the PAFD, the same amount of PAFD personnel would be needed 
to serve a 100-foot ladder truck.4  Therefore, since the larger ladder truck would not 
require additional PAFD staff, the SUMC Project would not trigger the need for new 
PAFD facilities.   

CC1.26 The commentor questions the impact conclusions in Section 3.13 of the Draft EIR, 
Population and Housing, and the projections numbers used to determine the impact.  It is 
important to note that there is a distinction between the Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) Projections and the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) 
that ABAG assigns to each jurisdiction.  As explained on page 3.13-1 of the Draft EIR, 
ABAG is the San Francisco Bay Area’s regional council of governments.  ABAG forecasts 
a certain amount of population growth through its projections, and subsequently 
coordinates with various agencies and municipalities the required housing stock and 
infrastructure to support the projected growth.  ABAG also prepares the RHNA, which is a 
State-mandated process used for determining how many housing units, including affordable 
units, that each community must plan to accommodate.  

 Comparison of SUMC Project’s Resulting Population Growth to ABAG Projections.  
The SUMC Project’s impact on population growth is addressed in Impact PH-1 of the Draft 
EIR, which identifies the new residential population that would result from the SUMC 
Project.  As indicated in the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project would not include the 
development of new housing units and would thus not directly increase the residential 

                                              
3  Dan Firth, Fire Marshal, Palo Alto Fire Department, electronic communication with PBS&J, May 9, 2008. 
4  Gordon Simpkinson, Acting Fire Marshall, electronic communication with Kirsten Chapman, PBS&J, on 

September 21, 2010. 
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population within the region.  The SUMC Project would increase employment, and those 
new employees would demand housing.  This demand for housing would be an indirect 
impact of the SUMC Project.  The Housing Needs Analysis (Appendix K of the Draft EIR) 
converts the number of new employees to the number of employee households.  Table 
3.13-8 of the Draft EIR distributes this number of employee households (or the housing 
demand for new SUMC employees) among the various jurisdictions within commuting 
distance.  As indicated in Table 3.13-8, while the SUMC Project’s total indirect housing 
demand would be 1,303 units, eight percent or 104 units of the overall housing demand 
would occur in Palo Alto. The distribution in Table 3.13-8 is an appropriate assumption 
because it is based on historical evidence, comprised of SUMC’s data on the residential 
distribution of their employees (see Appendix L of the Draft EIR).5  Overall, the resulting 
housing demand within each jurisdiction would comprise a small percentage of the 
projected household growth in each jurisdiction, when compared to growth projections by 
ABAG.  As such, the SUMC Project’s housing demand in Palo Alto and other jurisdictions 
would be less than significant and would not require mitigation. 

 There is a distinction between the SUMC Project’s impact on population growth (Impact 
PH-1 in the Draft EIR) and the SUMC Project’s impact on the City’s jobs to employed 
residents ratio (Impact PH-3 in the Draft EIR).  The former pertains to new residential 
population that would result from the SUMC Project, and how this growth compares to 
overall growth within each jurisdiction and the region.  The latter is a metric for examining 
the trip generation and length and associated mobile source air emissions that is caused by 
increasing employment in the City without providing housing to support the employment.   

 Applicability of RHNA to SUMC Project.  The commentor indicates that the SUMC 
Project would be one of the largest in Palo Alto and would generate a large amount of 
jobs; the City would then be required by ABAG to provide housing to support these jobs, to 
improve the jobs housing balance in its jurisdiction.  As explained above, this required 
housing by ABAG is the RHNA.  The City of Palo Alto’s RHNA is not based solely on 
employment from SUMC facilities.  The City’s RHNA is determined by ABAG based on 
broader considerations such as water and sewer capacity, available suitable land, 
distribution of household growth and market demand for housing, housing costs, 
employment, and proximity to transit. 6  

 The RHNA requirements for the City of Palo Alto are included in Table 3.13-3 on page 
3.13-5 of the Draft EIR.  As shown in this table, the City has already issued building 
permits for 741 housing units and therefore has an unmet need of 2,119.  This unmet need 
will be addressed in the Housing Element, as part of the Comprehensive Plan update.  As 

                                              
5  Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project Application, August 2007, as amended; Tab 5, Figure 5-5. 
6  Association of Bay Area Governments, San Francisco Bay Area Housing Needs Plan 2007-2014, pp. 21 – 

23, June 2008.  http://www.abag.ca.gov/planning/pdfs/SFHousingNeedsPlan.pdf, accessed October 4, 2010. 
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discussed above, the SUMC Project would result in an indirect housing demand in the City 
of Palo Alto of 104 units.  See also Master Response 7. 

CC1.27 The commentor asks why the Draft EIR provides an analysis of the SUMC Project’s impact 
on the City’s jobs to employed residents ratio for informational purposes.  This EIR is a 
disclosure document that provides the SUMC Project’s decision makers with information 
that would help inform their decision on the SUMC Project.  The supplementary analysis 
was included for the benefit of the City’s decision makers.  It should be noted that analysis 
in the Draft EIR does not provide a CEQA conclusion (i.e., significant, less than 
significant) regarding the impact on the jobs to employed residents ratio.  Also, please see 
Master Response 7 for a further discussion of the SUMC Project’s impacts on the City’s 
jobs to employed residents ratio.  Master Response 7 also discusses the feasibility of 
Mitigation Measure PH-3.1.   

CC1.28 The commentor questions the impact conclusion for fire services and why measures are 
required if the impacts are less than significant.  Under CEQA, the need for additional 
equipment and/or staff to support a public service is not considered a significant impact 
unless new facilities would need to be constructed to house them, resulting in physical 
impacts.  For example, if a project would require an increase in the level of staffing at the 
fire department, and the existing fire house was not large enough to support this increase, a 
new, larger fire facility would have to be constructed.  This new construction would result 
in potentially significant environmental impacts.  However, the SUMC Project would not 
increase the need for fire services to the extent that new fire facilities would need to be 
constructed, thereby resulting in a less-than-significant impact. 

 Nonetheless, the SUMC Project would require additional fire services, just not to the 
degree that would result in the construction of new buildings.  These additional services 
would have an impact on the PAFD itself; however, under CEQA, this is not considered a 
physical environmental impact.  As stated on page 3.14-13, the impacts to the PAFD 
include the need for a new ladder to serve the increased building heights at the SUMC Sites 
and the need for three additional full time employees. 

 Improvement measures are proposed in the Draft EIR to reduce the impacts on the PAFD, 
as presented on page 3.14-14.  Since the impacts are not large enough to trigger the 
construction of new facilities, which would result in a significant impact, mitigation 
measures are not required through the environmental review process.  Consideration over 
whether to include the improvement measures as Conditions of Approval would occur 
during the entitlement process rather than the environmental review process.  Therefore, 
for the purposes of CEQA review in the Draft EIR, the improvement measures are 
provided as supplemental information and are not mandated.   
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CC1.29 The commentor expresses support for the direct and indirect jobs created by the SUMC 
Project.  Please refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA 
process. 

CC1.30 The commentor requests a timeline of the SUMC Project with respect to the Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment process.  It is important to note that the Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
is on a separate schedule from the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for 
the review process of the SUMC Project in relation to the City’s Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment schedule.  In addition, refer to Response CC1.18, above. 
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CC2. City Council Hearing, June 14, 2010  

CC2.1 This comment is a reiteration of comments from the Planning and Transportation 
Commission (Commission) hearing on June 9, 2010.  Please refer to PTC2 for responses 
regarding the demolition of the Stone Building complex. 

CC2.2 This comment is a reiteration of comments from the Commission hearing on June 2, 2010.  
Please refer to Response PTC1.1 regarding the height of the proposed SHC Hospital 
modules. 

CC2.3 The commentor requests that a significant entrance or gateway to the Main SUMC Site 
should be located at Quarry Road to mitigate some of the visual impacts identified in the 
Draft EIR.  This comment was not stated at a previous Commission hearing.  As stated in 
the Draft EIR in Section 3.3, Visual Quality, the SUMC Project would have a less-than-
significant visual quality impact with the incorporation of mitigation.  As discussed on page 
3.3-26, implementation of Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 on page 3.3-39, which would 
require the SUMC Project to adhere to the City’s Architectural Review process, would 
reduce the significant impacts on on-site character to less than significant.  As such, no 
further mitigation, including gateway features, is required by CEQA. 

 In addition, gateway features are included in the SUMC Project site plans and considered 
in the landscaping discussion on pages 3.3-34 and 3.3-37 of the Draft EIR.  As required by 
Municipal Code Sections 2.21 and 18.76.020(b), the SUMC Project has undergone 
preliminary Architectural Review and SUMC Project plans are being considered by the 
Architectural Resources Board (ARB).  Included in the preliminary Design Guidelines for 
the SUMC Project, as submitted to the ARB, are designs for “Campus Gateways.”  These 
gateways would be shaped by the relationship of building density and formal open space to 
provide visual clarity, establish hierarchy between entrances, and present various 
circulation paths.1  As such, the designs of the new SHC Hospital building, the LPCH 
Hospital building, and Hoover Pavilion Site would include prominent entrance features.  
However, it is important to note that the SUMC Project design is still in progress and could 
continue to be altered. 

 The following is a description of the existing and new gateway features under the SUMC 
Project, as currently proposed by the SUMC Project sponsors. 

 SHC Hospital.  The existing SHC Hospital has several gateway features that would remain 
under the SUMC Project.  The Pasteur Mall gateway currently has a monument sign that 
reads “Stanford University Medical Center.”  In addition, there is an existing fountain in 
front of the Stone Building complex.  As part of the proposed SHC clinic/medical office 

                                              
1  Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford University Medical Center Campus Design Guidelines, June 

24, 2010. 
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building, this fountain would either be retained or reinterpreted in a more environmentally 
appropriate landscape and hardscape expression.  There is also an existing fountain at 1101 
Welch Road that was designed by Lawrence Halprin.  The design for the new SHC 
Hospital building would include a slight relocation of this fountain to an area near the 
Emergency Department (ED), along Pasteur Drive.2   

 The gateway to the SHC Hospital has traditionally been Pasteur Mall, which terminates 
with the Stone Building complex, the visually distinctive fountain, and other landscape 
features.  However, as explained by the SUMC Project sponsors, the SUMC Project would 
not focus on the termination of Pasteur Mall.  Although the existing fountain would be 
retained, as described above, the new gateway to the SHC portion of the SUMC Sites 
would be at the proposed SHC Hospital building entrance, which would be the center of 
activity.  The ground floor of this area would include a promenade with a café and retail 
component and the surrounding open space would encourage the movement of medical 
students, faculty, employees, patients, and visitors to the various portions of the Main 
SUMC Site.3  In addition, the new SHC Hospital design would include a circular entry 
court for patient drop-off.  This entry court would be surrounded by native oak trees and 
would consist of distinctive landscaping, informal seating, and an information kiosk.4   

 LPCH Hospital.  The proposed LPCH building would mark another entry to the Main 
SUMC Site.  The building design for the LPCH Hospital building would feature a 
prominent vertical element, which would function as a way-finding tool for the new 
building.  This patterned glass portion of the façade would feature the LPCH logo and 
would enclose a stair tower that will be used by LPCH Hospital staff.  This element would 
be visible from Quarry Road, and would assist in directing patients and visitors to the 
LPCH Hospital’s main entry court.  A “Rain Garden” would also be adjacent to the entry, 
which would collect rainwater from the paved surfaces of the outdoor gardens.5  

 Hoover Pavilion Site.  An existing fountain is located in the center of the original drop-off 
circle to the east of the Hoover Pavilion and would be retained as part of the SUMC 
Project development.  In addition, the location of the medical office building at the Hoover 
Pavilion Site would provide an open gesture along Quarry Road.  Located in this area 
would be transit stops that would allow access to the Hoover Pavilion Site.  Along Quarry 
Road there would be a plaza that would connect the entry to the proposed medical office 
building with the Hoover Pavilion and the proposed parking structure.6   

                                              
2  ARB Submittal for New Stanford Hospital Preliminary Review #2(09/02/10) Sheets ARB-101 & 106. 
3  Mark Tortorich, Vice President of Facilities Planning, Design and Construction for Stanford University 

Medical Center and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, City Council Hearing, June 14, 2010. 
4  ARB Submittal for New Stanford Hospital Preliminary Review #2 (09/02/10) Sheets ARB-101 & 106. 
5  ARB Submittal LPCH Preliminary Review #1 (05/20/10) Sheets ARB-030, 035, 036. 
6  Mark Tortorich, Vice President of Facilities Planning, Design and Construction for Stanford University 

Medical Center and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, City Council Hearing, June 14, 2010. 
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CC2.4 This comment is a reiteration of comments from the Commission hearing on June 9, 2010.  
Please refer to PTC2 for responses regarding the relocation of medical office buildings 
from the SUMC Sites to Welch Road.  In addition, please refer to Master Response 8 for 
the range of alternatives analyzed in the Draft EIR and variations to the proposed 
alternatives.   

CC2.5 This comment is a reiteration of comments from the Commission hearing on June 9, 2010.  
Please refer to PTC1 and PTC2 for responses regarding the impacts of the proposed 
medical office building at the Hoover Pavilion Site on the existing Hoover Pavilion 
structure.  In addition, please refer and to Staff-Initiated Change 5 for further discussion 
regarding the impacts of the new buildings under the SUMC Project at the Hoover Pavilion 
Site. 

CC2.6 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.  

CC2.7 The commentor suggests landscaping and open spaces at the SUMC Sites.  Proposed 
landscaping is generally described on pages 3.3-34 and 3.3-37 of the Draft EIR, Section 
3.3, Visual Quality.  The Draft EIR describes proposed open spaces, walkways, lighting, 
vegetation, and other decorative features, but does not list the specific species of plants to 
be installed.  The Architectural Review process would consider whether the SUMC Project 
adequately incorporates landscaping.  The ARB’s recommendations regarding these factors 
will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration.  The City Council would then 
review the recommendations and make findings, as to whether the amount and arrangement 
of open space are appropriate to the design and the function of the structures, and the 
planning and siting of the various functions and buildings provide a desirable environment 
for occupants, visitors, and the general community.      

CC2.8 The commentor suggests open space mitigation elsewhere to reduce the height and bulk 
impacts of the SUMC Project.  The impacts to visual character and quality would be 
mitigated by Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1.  The Architectural Review process would 
consider, among other factors, whether the SUMC Project has a coherent composition and 
whether its bulk and mass are harmonious with surrounding development.  City Council 
would then determine if the design promotes consistent transitions in scale and character 
and that the amount and arrangement of open space are appropriate to the design and 
function of the structures.  Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 would also address impacts on 
hillside views from local streets and other vantage points, as discussed on pages 3.3-40 
through 3.3-42.  Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 would reduce visual quality impacts to less 
than significant.  Additionally, open space protection in areas other than the SUMC Sites 
would not further mitigate the increased density impacts to the SUMC Sites.  As such, 
further mitigation is not warranted.  Protection or development of off-site open space 
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would not alter the visual character of the SUMC Sites and would, therefore, have no 
mitigating effect on the height of the buildings on the SUMC Sites.   

 In addition, as stated on page 3.14-9 of the Public Services Section, the SUMC Project 
proposes to expand the existing open space at the SUMC Sites.  The open space at the 
SUMC Sites would include walkways, open plazas, and landscaped areas for employees, 
patients, and visitors.  The SUMC Project would also incorporate new sections of open 
space and small grass fields, increasing pervious surfaces by 23 percent over existing 
conditions.  Several of these proposed open spaces would be visible from public areas, 
such as the landscaped gateway at the corner of Welch Road/ Quarry Road, the Hoover 
Pavilion entry lawn, and the refurbished Pasteur Mall.  In addition, the SUMC Project 
sponsors would provide access to Stanford University’s fields for SUMC employees.  
Therefore, even though the SUMC Project would increase height and bulk at the SUMC 
Sites, additional open space would be included and access to other open space areas would 
be available. 

CC2.9 The commentor states that the visual analysis in the Draft EIR is inadequate because it 
chooses vantage points that would not have views of the SUMC Project buildings.  The 
Draft EIR includes visual simulations of the SUMC Project from five vantage points.  
These vantage points were selected based on identified viewer locations or roadways, and 
on vantage points that were identified during the scoping process as areas of concern.  As 
described on pages 3.3-39, these locations represent views from which the SUMC Project 
would be most visible and as such represent the worst-case impacts on views.  Therefore, 
the locations for the Hoover Pavilion visual simulations were selected because it was 
determined that these views would have the greatest visual impacts. 

 Figure 3.3-7 on page 3.3-25 of the Draft EIR provides a map of the five vantage points 
from which the visual simulations are depicted.  Figures 3.3-8 through 3.3-10 in Section 
3.3, Visual Quality, show views of the Main SUMC Site from visually sensitive locations.  
The alteration of public viewsheds and view corridors under the SUMC Project is analyzed 
under Impact VQ-3.  As explained, a change in view is considered adverse if the resulting 
development pattern demonstrably conflicts with the Comprehensive Plan.  Due to building 
massing and vegetation that would remain under the SUMC Project, direct and 
unobstructed views of the site or the proposed buildings from other locations are not 
anticipated.  However, as shown in these figures, the SUMC Project buildings at the Main 
SUMC Site would be visible from Quarry Road/Vineyard Lane, Sand Hill Road/Pasteur 
Drive, and Sand Hill Road/Arboretum Road.  Implementation of Mitigation Measure VQ-
2.1, which is presented on page 3.3-39 and would require adherence to the City’s 
Architectural Review process and recommendations, would ensure that the visual impacts 
would be less than significant. 
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 Figures 3.3-11 and 3.3-12 on pages 3.3-35 and 3.3-36, respectively, of the Draft EIR show 
views of the Hoover Pavilion Site from visually sensitive locations.  As shown in Figure 
3.3-11, most of the Hoover Pavilion, including its frontage, would still be visible from 
Quarry Road even after construction of the proposed medical office building.  As also 
shown, the medical office building and the parking structure at the Hoover Site would be 
visible and not entirely blocked by vegetation, as the commentor suggests.  However, it is 
important to note that although Hoover Pavilion is a visually distinctive structure, it is not a 
visually protected resource under the Comprehensive Plan.  Therefore, visual impacts to 
this structure would not be considered significant for the purposes of the Draft EIR.  
Nonetheless, additional visual simulations and design drawings for the Hoover Pavilion Site 
are included in Appendix DD of this document. 

CC2.10 The commentor states that the height of the SHC Hospital modules is not necessary for the 
hospital to function.  This comment pertains to the design of the SUMC Project and does 
not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or the SUMC Project’s compliance with CEQA.  
Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other 
non-CEQA issues.   

 The following is a description of the SHC Hospital module height, as explained by the 
SUMC Project sponsors.  The Building Code itself does not specify the height or square 
footage of hospitals; these details are dictated by the hospital program envisioned by the 
SUMC Project sponsors in order to meet the future demands.  The SHC Hospital building 
would need to be built vertically for efficiency purposes, thereby requiring the building 
heights as proposed.  The upright alignment of the new SHC Hospital building would allow 
for vertical circulation in the form of elevators, rather than requiring patients to move 
through lengthy public corridors.  The immediate adjacency between the floors would 
organize patient movement privately and safely in the most efficient way possible through 
vertical transportation.7  In addition, Building Code ventilation and structural requirements 
result in a greater floor-to-floor height for a hospital than a commercial office building.  
The typical floor-to-floor height of an office building is 10-12 feet, while in a modern 
hospital it is 16-20 feet.8  As such, the height of the SHC Hospital building is necessary for 
the functionality of the Hospital. 

 As outlined on page 3.3-39, Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 would be implemented to reduce 
the impacts to visual character and quality.  This mitigation measure would require the 
SUMC Project sponsors to adhere to the City’s Architectural Review process and would 
reduce the impacts to less than significant. 

                                              
7  Mark Tortorich, Vice President of Facilities Planning, Design and Construction for Stanford University 

Medical Center and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, City Council Hearing, June 14, 2010. 
8  Stanford University Medical Center, “Guide to Key Community Issues for the Stanford University Medical 

Center Renewal Project,” June 2010, accessed on October 14, 2010 at: http://www.stanfordpackard.org 
/sites/default/files/pdfs/report_0610.pdf. 
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 The commentor also cites two examples of recent hospital buildings that were constructed 
to a height of less than 70 feet.  It is important to note that the SUMC is not only a local or 
regional hospital, like the hospitals mentioned by the commentor.  The SUMC serves 
patients mainly from Palo Alto and the San Francisco Bay Area; however, the hospital also 
provides medical services for patients nationally and internationally.  As such, it is 
necessary for the SUMC to be larger and more expansive than regional hospitals in the 
area.  As explained on page 2-22 in Section 2, Project Description of the Draft EIR, the 
SUMC Project requires additional floor area over what is currently at the SUMC Sites due 
to existing spatial constraints and the growing demand for outpatient services.  Therefore, 
in order to meet the objectives of the SUMC Project, the hospitals at the Main SUMC Site 
would need to be expanded. 

 However, several alternatives are discussed and analyzed in Section 5 of the Draft EIR, 
Alternatives, that seek to reduce the building program of the SUMC Project.  No Project 
Alternative A, No Project Alternative B, Reduced Intensity Alternative A, and Reduced 
Intensity Alternative B would reduce the floor area and construction of the SUMC Project.  
Please refer to Master Response 8 for an explanation of alternatives to the SUMC Project. 

CC2.11 The commentor states that Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 is inadequate and that the City 
Council and/or the Commission should have the final say in the SUMC Project design, 
rather than ARB.  As stated on page 3.3-38 of the Draft EIR, ARB would conduct 
Architectural Review of the mass and layout, landscaping, and exterior building treatment.  
ARB’s recommendations regarding these factors will be forwarded to the City Council for 
consideration.  The City Council would then review the recommendations and make 
findings, as appropriate, that the design is compatible with the existing character.  
Therefore, as described in the Draft EIR, City Council would have the final approval 
regarding the building mass, site layout, landscaping, and exterior building treatments.  
Please refer to Master Response 11 for a detailed description of the City’s review process 
and ARB’s role in SUMC Project review.   

 For other issues, such as zoning, land use, and biology, the City Council and the 
Commission would review the SUMC Project for compliance with existing policies, 
regulations, and general compatibility.   

CC2.12 The commentor requests that trees at the SUMC Sites be transplanted and states that tree 
removal mitigation measures are inadequate.  Mitigation Measures regarding tree removal 
are presented on pages 3.9-26 through 3.9-28 of the Draft EIR.  Since the publication of 
the Draft EIR, the mitigation measures regarding tree removal have been revised and 
further enhanced.  As a result of these revisions, an additional mitigation measure has been 
added, Mitigation Measure BR-4.4B, which requires tree replacement for privately-owned 
trees.  In addition, as included in the Draft EIR, tree replacement for loss of publicly-
owned trees is included in Mitigation Measure BR-4.5.  Mitigation Measure BR-4.3 
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addresses tree relocation.  For the new Mitigation Measure BR-4.4B, please refer to Staff-
Initiated Change 6 for revisions to the mitigation measures as included in the Draft EIR.   

 The Draft EIR also includes the Tree Preservation Alternative, which would seek to retain 
as many biological and aesthetic tree resources as feasible.  This alternative would also 
include relocation of some biological and aesthetic tree resources to certain areas 
surrounding the SUMC Sites, called Tree Relocation Zones.  Please refer to Section 5 of 
the Draft EIR, Alternatives, for a description and analysis of the Tree Preservation 
Alternative. 

CC2.13 The commentor asserts that the SUMC Project sponsors should provide housing for their 
workers.  Please see Master Response 7, which discusses the housing demand.  Also, see 
Master Response 8 for a discussion of the Village Concept Alternative, which includes 
dedication of housing for SUMC employees.  In addition, as part of the SUMC Project, a 
Development Agreement would be approved if such an agreement could be mutually 
agreed upon.  One component of the Development Agreement between the City and the 
SUMC Project sponsors would be the payment of a housing in-lieu fee in the amount of 
$23.1 million, which is equivalent to what a commercial project would pay (see page 2-27 
of the Draft EIR).   

 As proposed by the SUMC Project sponsors, the money identified in the Development 
Agreement would be set aside and used for community projects.  City Council would need 
to decide whether to make a counter-proposal which would allow for alternative use of 
these funds, or whether to instead accept the proposal of the SUMC Project sponsors.  
Such funds could be used either for the direct construction of housing units, or as leverage 
to encourage private developers to construct even more affordable units; however, the 
exact number of housing units that could be constructed is currently unknown.  Whatever 
number of units is ultimately constructed within the City would count towards the City’s 
affordable housing targets.  Please refer to Master Response 12 for further discussion of 
the purpose of the Development Agreement and the process for its adoption.  Also, please 
refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

CC2.14 The commentor asserts that the SUMC Project sponsors should provide housing for SUMC 
workers, given that Palo Alto is required to construct low-income housing.  As indicated on 
page 3.13-14 of the Draft EIR, housing affordability is considered to be a socioeconomic 
issue.  Neither a shortfall of affordable units, increased demand for affordable housing, nor 
socioeconomic impacts due increased demand for affordable housing, is considered to be a 
physical environmental impact.  Please see Master Response 7, which nonetheless provides 
a discussion of the SUMC Project’s indirect demand for affordable housing in Palo Alto 
and Section 5 of the Draft EIR regarding the Village Concept Alternative, which includes 
housing for SUMC employees.  Also, as part of the SUMC Project, a Development 
Agreement would be approved if such an agreement could be mutually agreed upon.  One 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-388

component of the Development Agreement between the City and the SUMC Project 
sponsors would be the payment of a housing in-lieu fee in the amount of $23.1 million, 
which is equivalent to what a commercial project would pay.  Refer to page 2-27 through 
2-28 in the Project Description of the Draft EIR for a full list of the Development 
Agreement terms.  Also, please see Master Response 12 for a further discussion of the 
Development Agreement. 

CC2.15 The commentor questions the location of a specific pathway and bridge.  The commentor is 
referring to a graphic of a red pathway and small bridge that was included in the SUMC 
Project sponsors’ presentation at the public hearing.  This graphic was included in the 
presentation as a metaphor for the “Healing Journey” that was used as the design concept 
for the proposed LPCH Hospital expansion.  As such, the image was not intended to 
represent a literal bridge that would be constructed as part of the SUMC Project.   

CC2.16 The commentor questions the thought process that went into determining the height of the 
SHC Hospital towers and requests information on what portion of the SUMC Project is 
located below grade.  Please refer to Response CC2.10 regarding the importance of the 
SHC Hospital height. 

 In addition, the commentor requests information on the functions of the proposed floors 
below grade.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design 
and other non-CEQA issues.   

 The following is a description of the SHC Hospital building functions by floor, as 
explained by the SUMC Project sponsors at the public hearing.  One level of the building is 
below-grade and would house the kitchen, mechanical equipment, electrical services, 
material management, and lab services.  The first two above-ground levels would contain 
the ED and imaging.  The next level above is the technology floor that would contain large 
mechanical equipment to serve the functional needs of the first two floors.  In order to 
reduce the visual impact of the mechanical equipment, the third floor would feature a 
garden that would conceal these features.  The upper four stories of the building would 
contain the patient bedrooms.9   

CC2.17 The commentor questions why more SHC Hospital activity cannot occur below-grade.  
Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other 
non-CEQA issues.   

 The following is an explanation as to why more hospital functions cannot be located below-
grade, as explained by the SUMC Project sponsors at the public hearing.  The SHC 
Hospital cannot include a significant amount of the building program underground due to 

                                              
9  Mark Tortorich, Vice President of Facilities Planning, Design and Construction for Stanford University 

Medical Center and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, City Council Hearing, June 14, 2010. 
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geologic issues.  The quality of the soil at the SUMC Sites is not conducive to 
accommodate several floors of below-grade hospital uses.  In addition, the SHC Hospital 
building would be designed to accommodate base isolation.  Base isolation requires shock 
absorbers to separate the foundation from the structure of the building, to allow hospital 
operations to continue even after a major seismic event.  Seismic safety and compliance 
with Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) regulations are 
foremost in the design process; therefore, more than one underground level at the SHC 
Hospital building would not be feasible. 

CC2.18 The commentor is concerned with the amount of buffering around the substation at the 
Hoover Pavilion Site.  Since the substation is an existing condition and not a new feature 
proposed under the SUMC Project, mitigation to block the substation from view is not 
required by CEQA.  Accordingly, the Draft EIR does not include a mitigation measure to 
improve existing visual quality at the Hoover Pavilion Site.   

 In addition, the substation is owned and operated by the City of Palo Alto.  Therefore, 
beautification of this area is outside the control of the SUMC Project sponsors.  It has been 
determined that planting trees at the edge of the substation, along Quarry Road, would be 
infeasible due to insufficient space between the sidewalk and the fence around the 
substation.  Additionally, the Palo Alto Utilities Department has expressed concern 
regarding the risk of tree canopies touching the overhead power lines.  The SUMC Project 
would retain the existing planting around the substation, which includes trees, shrubs, and 
ground cover planted along the Quarry Road side of the substation.10  As such, since the 
City’s substation is an existing condition, and the SUMC Project would not further degrade 
the visual character in this portion of the Hoover Pavilion Site, landscape buffering of the 
substation is not required under CEQA. 

CC2.19 The commentor questions what gateway features would be provided under the SUMC 
Project.  For existing and proposed gateway features, refer to Response CC2.3.   

CC2.20 The commentor expresses concern that Mitigation Measure BR-4.5 in Section 3.9, 
Biological Resources, only focuses on publicly-owned trees and not all Protected Trees at 
the SUMC Sites.  Since the publication of the Draft EIR, the mitigation measures regarding 
tree removal have been revised and further enhanced.  As a result of these revisions, tree 
replacement for all privately-owned Protected Trees is required under Mitigation Measures 
BR-4.4B.  In addition, as included in the Draft EIR, tree replacement for loss of publicly-
owned trees is included in Mitigation Measure BR-4.5.  For the new Mitigation Measure 
BR-4.4B, please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 6. 

CC2.21 The commentor questions the number of Protected Trees to be retained and/or removed as 
outlined in the Draft EIR.  Since the publication of the Draft EIR, the number of Protected 

                                              
10  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 
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Trees to be removed and retained has been corrected.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated 
Change 6 for corrected Protected Tree numbers.    

CC2.22 The commentor asks why the Hoover Pavilion is considered a historically significant 
resource in the Cultural Resources Section of the Draft EIR, but is not considered a 
visually significant resource in the Visual Quality Section.  There is a distinction between a 
visually protected resource and a historically significant resource.   

 The City’s Comprehensive Plan policies were used in the Draft EIR as a basis for 
determining visual resources that warrant protection.  Since the Hoover Pavilion is not 
included in the Comprehensive Plan as a visual resource that should be protected, this 
building was not treated as a visual resource in the Draft EIR.  Nonetheless, the Hoover 
Pavilion is described on page 3.3-37 of the Draft EIR as a “defining feature of the Hoover 
Pavilion Site and is a distinct element of the SUMC Sites’ existing visual character.”  
Section 3.3 of the Draft EIR concludes that since only interior renovations would occur, 
the Hoover Pavilion exterior visual appearance would not be significantly altered. 

 As explained in Section 3.8 of the Draft EIR, Cultural Resources, the Hoover Pavilion is 
considered to be a historical resource for the purposes of the CEQA analysis.  Although the 
building is not protected under the Comprehensive Plan or included on the Palo Alto 
Historic Inventory, studies were conducted to determine its historical significance.  
Stanford University’s Director of Heritage Services and University Archaeologist evaluated 
the Hoover Pavilion and recommended that the building is eligible for listing on the 
California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under criterion 3 as an important 
example of pre-World War II hospital design.11  The Architectural Resources Group 
(ARG), a consultant for the City, concurred with Stanford’s conclusion and stated that the 
building is also eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under criteria 
A and C.12  As such, the Draft EIR impact analysis considered the Hoover Pavilion as a 
significant historic resource. 

 Impact CR-1, on pages 3.8-18 through 3.8-21, discusses the potential impacts of the 
SUMC Project on the Hoover Pavilion.  The analysis examines the impacts to the building, 
as well as the visual impacts due to the proposed new development.  The Draft EIR 
concludes that the proposed medical office building and the parking structure would be in 
close proximity to the Hoover Pavilion; however, significant views would be retained.  In 
addition, several non-historic buildings already exist in the surrounding area; therefore, 
additional modern buildings would not further degrade the visual appearance of the Hoover 
Pavilion.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 5 for further discussion regarding the 
impacts of the new buildings under the SUMC Project at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  As 

                                              
11  Jones, L., Cultural Resources and the Stanford University Medical Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project, 2007. 
12  Architectural Resources Group, Inc., Stanford University Medical Center Historic Resource Evaluation and 

Peer Review, 2009. 
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discussed under Staff-Initiated Change 5 and Appendix Y of this document, the proposed 
site plan would not obstruct views of the Hoover Pavilion to the extent that the Hoover 
Pavilion would no longer be eligible for listing in the CRHR and NRHP.   

CC2.23 The commentor questions why the Hoover Pavilion is not on the City of Palo Alto Master 
List of Structures on the Historic Inventory.  The Historic Building Inventory for Palo Alto 
lists noteworthy examples of the work of important individual designers and architectural 
eras and traditions as well as structures whose background is associated with important 
events in the history of the City, State, or nation.13  However, none of the buildings at the 
SUMC Sites, including the Stone Building complex and the Hoover Pavilion, are listed on 
the Historic Inventory.  

 The Historic Building Inventory for Palo Alto was originally completed in 1979.  The 
survey was confined to the area of Oregon Expressway to the south, El Camino Real to the 
west, San Francisquito Creek to the north and east including the College Terrance 
neighborhood.  This area does not include the Hoover Pavilion Site.  The survey studied 
buildings built on or before 1940 and identified many of the most obvious landmarks in the 
City, including the shingled houses in what is now known as Professorville, commercial 
buildings in the Spanish Colonial Revival (or Early California) style, and the works of 
several major architects.  The survey team emphasized architectural design over other 
aspects of historical importance.  In 1997, an update to the 1979 survey was completed in 
order to add additional sites to the inventory.  This survey area included the City limits and 
considered the Hoover Pavilion for listing.   However, the City eventually decided not to 
add the sites identified in 1997 to the inventory.  

 It is important to note that even though the City’s Historic Inventory does not include the 
buildings at the SUMC Sites, the Draft EIR considers the Stone Building complex and the 
Hoover Pavilion as historic resources for the purpose of the CEQA analysis.  The fact that 
the Historic Inventory does not include these buildings does not change the impact analysis 
and conclusions in the Draft EIR.   

CC2.24 The commentor asks several questions about the integrity of the Stone Building complex.  
One of the questions pertains to whether the Stone Building complex itself is considered 
innovative or if it was designed during an innovative phase of E.D. Stone’s career.  The 
Stone Building complex embodies the innovative process of the second phase of E.D. 
Stone’s career.  As explained in Appendix I of the Draft EIR,14 E.D. Stone’s work during 
the second phase of his career has been called both Formalism and New Romanticism.  The 
Stone Building complex, which was completed in 1959, was designed during this pivotal 

                                              
13  City of Palo Alto, Department of Planning and Community Environment, “Historic Inventory Category 

Information,” accessed on September 16, 2010 at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/pln/news/ 
details.asp?NewsID=539&TargetID=209  

14  Architectural Resources Group, Inc., Stanford University Medical Center Historic Resource Evaluation and 
Peer Review, 2009. 
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and innovative phase.  The design of the complex was based on the American Embassy in 
New Delhi, which E.D. Stone created during this same design phase.  The Stone Building 
Complex symbolizes his departure from the International style to a Formalistic approach.  
The design of the Stone Building complex shares many of the character-defining features 
that E.D. Stone used on buildings from this period including: concrete grillework, 
symmetrical façade, massive overhanging eaves, loggias with tall slender columns, 
reflecting pools, and incorporated landscape elements such as gardens and courtyards. 

 The commentor also asks whether the Palo Alto Main Library still retains its historic 
integrity.  As explained on pages 3.8-26 through 3.8-27 of the Draft EIR, E.D. Stone built 
three other buildings in Palo Alto, in addition to the Stone Building complex.  These 
buildings include the Palo Alto Civic Center, the Palo Alto Main Library, and Mitchell 
Park Library.  Unlike the other two buildings, the Palo Alto Main Library retains sufficient 
integrity and has been determined eligible for the NRHP.  As such, contrary to the 
statement at the public hearing, the Palo Alto Main Library retains its historical integrity.   

 In addition, the commentor questions whether the interior of the Stone Building complex 
has been remodeled since the first heart transplant in the United States took place.  As 
described in the ARG Report (included as Appendix I of the Draft EIR), the interior of the 
Stone Building complex is the most compromised element of the building.  Decades of 
interior remodeling have altered the interior finish to such an extent that the sense of being 
inside a historic hospital is compromised in many of the spaces: patient rooms have been 
converted to offices, and the remaining medical treatment areas are thoroughly modern in 
character.  The lobby of the building has been infilled and the historic form is no longer 
evident.  ARG concurs with the SUMC report that the interior designed by Maurice Sands 
has been compromised.15 

 In addition to the degradation of the interior historic integrity, the Stone Building complex 
is functionally insufficient.  By law, the Stone Building complex cannot be used as a 
hospital beyond 2013 because the building is seismically deficient.  In order to comply with 
OSHPD standards, the Stone Building complex would be required to undergo a significant 
seismic retrofit, which would potentially alter the architectural character of the building.  
Improvements to the mechanical systems would also require extensive renovation of the 
building.  The Stone Building complex was originally designed to be naturally ventilated 
rather than mechanically ventilated; however, current healthcare and research building 
codes require mechanically ventilated systems.  Therefore, the installation of a new 
mechanical system would significantly alter the character of the building.16 

                                              
15  Architectural Resources Group, Inc., Stanford University Medical Center Historic Resource Evaluation and 

Peer Review, 2009. 
16  Mark Tortorich, Vice President of Facilities Planning, Design and Construction for Stanford University 

Medical Center and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, City Council Hearing, June 14, 2010. 
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 Finally, the commentor asks if a plaque would be installed under the SUMC Project that 
would commemorate the first heart transplant in the United States.  The SUMC Project 
sponsors confirm that a plaque would be installed denoting the first heart transplant and 
additional features may be installed to commemorate other significant achievements that 
have occurred in the Stone Building complex.17 

CC2.25 The commentor asks what uses and building program would occur at the existing Stone 
Building complex site under the SUMC Project.  The Stone Building complex would be 
demolished under the SUMC Project and replaced by a clinic/medical office building and 
the FIM 2 and FIM 3 buildings.  The clinics building would have four modules connected 
by a center platform and would not be required to be designed to such stringent standards 
as the hospital buildings at the Main SUMC Site.  However, the structural aspects of the 
building would be required to meet the City of Palo Alto’s building code.  In addition, the 
clinics parking structure would be located below-grade at the existing Stone Building 
complex site.  

CC2.26 The commentor questions the similarities of the mitigation measures proposed for the 
bicycle and pedestrian impacts of the SUMC Project, presented as Mitigation Measure TR-
6.1 on pages 3.4-76 through 3.4-77 of the Draft EIR, and the pedestrian linkages under the 
Village Concept Alternative.  There are aspects of the pedestrian linkages proposed under 
the Village Concept, as described on pages 5-35 and 5-38 of the Draft EIR, that are also 
mitigation measures for the SUMC Project.  Additionally, there are aspects that are 
Development Agreement components proposed by the SUMC Project sponsors.  Table 5-8, 
below, provides a comparison between the Mitigation Measure TR-6.1 proposed in the 
Draft EIR for the SUMC Project (as revised in this document in Master Response 6) and 
the pedestrian linkages included in the Village Concept Alternative (as revised in this 
document).   

 Additionally, the comment states that the substation along Quarry Road (at the Hoover 
Pavilion Site) is visually intrusive and that treatments of the substation should be included 
as transportation mitigation.  Since the substation is an existing condition and not a new 
feature proposed under the SUMC Project, mitigation to block the substation from view is 
not required by CEQA.  Additionally, the substation is owned and operated by the City of 
Palo Alto and therefore, beautification of this area is outside the control of the SUMC 
Project sponsors.  Please refer to CC2.18, above, for more detail about the substation at 
the Hoover Pavilion Site. 

 

                                              
17 Mark Tortorich, Vice President of Facilities Planning, Design and Construction for Stanford University 

Medical Center and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital, City Council Hearing, June 14, 2010. 
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Table 5-8 
Comparison of SUMC Project Mitigation Measure TR-6.1 and  

Village Concept Alternative Pedestrian Linkages 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Connections 
SUMC Project 

Mitigation? 
Village Concept 

Alternative? 

Enhanced pedestrian crossing at Quarry Road/El Camino 
Real (12 feet wide, visible markings).  



Consider new bike lane route markings through the 
Quarry Road/El Camino Real. 



Evaluate the adequacy of pedestrian/bicycle signal 
crossing times at Quarry Road/El Camino Real. 



New paving to connect Class I shared use path and 
other pedestrian paths to the east side of the Quarry 
Road/El Camino Real pedestrian crossing. 



Add new ADA accessible median pedestrian refuge 
at Quarry Road/El Camino Real. 



Consider new pedestrian and bicycle actuated signal 
crossing for off-peak hour crossings. 



Provide a connection from the planned Everett Avenue 
bicycle and pedestrian undercrossing to the El 
Camino/Quarry Road Intersection. 

 

New impervious surface at this connection. 

New pedestrian-scaled lighting at this connection. 

New directional signage at this connection. 

Enhance all signalized intersections in the Project vicinity, 
particularly along Quarry Road, Vineyard Road, and 
Welch Road to include a 12-foot pedestrian crosswalk 
(signed, marked, and lighted). 

 

Create a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the 
Stanford Shopping Center and SUMC, not on Quarry 
Road.   



Incorporate into the Quarry Road corridor, from El 
Camino Real to Welch Road, improvements to and within 
the public right-of-way to enhance the pedestrian and 
bicycle connection, including urban design elements and 
way finding, wider bicycle lanes, as necessary, on Quarry 
Road, enhanced transit nodes for bus and/or shuttle stops, 
and prominent bicycle facilities.    



Install the appropriate number of Class I and Class III 
bicycle parking spaces as required by the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance. 



Source: PBS&J, 2011; Fukuji Planning & Design, 2009. 
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CC2.27 The commentor states that there is less sensitivity to the height impacts in the area of the 
SUMC Sites than in the downtown areas; however, there still needs to be an examination of 
the height impacts on the viewscapes in the area.  The alteration of public viewsheds and 
view corridors under the SUMC Project is analyzed under Impact VQ-3.  As explained, a 
change in view is considered adverse if the resulting development pattern demonstrably 
contravenes the vision for the City that is expressed in the Comprehensive Plan.  The Draft 
EIR examines views from Sand Hill Road, views from other public streets (including 
Quarry Road and Pasteur Drive), and views from other vantage points.  Based on site 
reconnaissance and visual simulations developed for the SUMC Project, the Draft EIR 
concludes that the SUMC Project’s potential to alter public viewsheds, view corridors, and 
views from the Sand Hill Road scenic route would be significant if the SUMC Project were 
not addressed properly through the City’s Architectural Review process. 

 The Architectural Review of the SUMC Project would consider, among other factors, 
whether the SUMC Project has a coherent composition, and whether its bulk and mass are 
harmonious with surrounding development.  The ARB’s recommendations regarding these 
factors will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration.  The Architectural Review 
of the proposed buildings under the SUMC Project would be required under Mitigation 
Measure VQ-2.1. 

CC2.28 The commentor notes other significant historical events that have occurred at the Stone 
Building complex.  In order to determine if the Stone Building complex is historically 
significant, ARG performed a Historic Resource Evaluation and Peer Review of the Stone 
Building complex.  ARG evaluated the Stone Building complex in relation to the eligibility 
criteria of the CRHR and the seven aspects of integrity defined in National Register 
Bulletin 15.  Criterion 2 of the CRHR considers a resource historically significant if it is 
associated with the lives or persons important to local, California, or national history.  As 
stated by the commentor, and on page 20 of ARG’s report, Dr. Norman Shumway and Dr. 
Richard Lower undertook a dog-to-dog heart transplant in December 1959.  The dog 
recipient of the transplant lived more than a week, making it the first successful heart 
transplant in the world. 

 However, the visitation of significant historical figures, such as Charles de Gaulle and Ty 
Cobb, are not considered significant under the CRHR since they were brief and did not 
yield an important event that contributed to history.  

CC2.29 The commentor states that there would be an impact of the viewscape of the Hoover 
Pavilion under the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Response CC2.22, above.   

CC2.30 The commentor asks how the City’s ARB, Commission, and City Council would get 
directions or comments from the City’s Historic Resources Board (HRB).  The HRB has 
reviewed the proposed modifications to the Hoover Pavilion Site, specifically the Hoover 
Pavilion renovation portion of the SUMC Project and a review of the contextual and 
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historic relationships of the proposed medical office building and parking garage to Hoover 
Pavilion.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for the review process of the HRB and the 
SUMC Project in general. 

CC2.31 The commentor requests a comparison of building footprints for the buildings in the vicinity 
of the SUMC Sites.  Outlines of the existing building footprints are provided in Figure 2-5 
of the Draft EIR, on page 2-14.  Outlines of the existing footprints for buildings to remain 
in relation to the proposed building footprints under the SUMC Project are provided in 
Figure 2-10.  The figure depicts the footprints of the proposed buildings relative to the 
existing buildings.  

 In addition, the commentor states that landscaping and open spaces are necessary to 
mitigate visual impacts.  As stated in the Draft EIR in Section 3.3, Visual Quality, the 
SUMC Project would have a less-than-significant visual quality impact with the 
incorporation of mitigation.  As discussed on page 3.3-39, implementation of Mitigation 
Measure VQ-2.1, which would require the SUMC Project to adhere to the City’s 
Architectural Review process, would reduce the significant impacts on on-site character to 
less than significant.   

 Proposed landscaping is generally described on pages 3.3-34 and 3.3-37 of the Draft EIR, 
Section 3.3, Visual Quality.  The Draft EIR describes proposed open spaces, walkways, 
lighting, vegetation, and other decorative features, but does not list the specific species of 
plants to be installed.  The Architectural Review process would consider whether the 
SUMC Project adequately incorporates landscaping.  The ARB’s recommendations 
regarding these factors will be forwarded to the City Council for consideration.  The City 
Council would then review the recommendations and make findings, as to the amount and 
arrangement of open space appropriate to the design and the function of the structures as 
well as ensuring that the planning and siting of the various functions and buildings provide 
a desirable environment for occupants, visitors, and the general community.    

CC2.32 The commentor seeks clarification on the methodology applied in determining where SUMC 
employees would live, and asks if alternative methodologies were considered. Table 5-5 of 
the application for the SUMC Project provides the cities and zip codes where existing 
LPCH and SHC staff live, and also provides the number of LPCH and SHC staff that live 
in each identified zip code.18  Percentages of new SUMC employees who would seek to 
live in each zip code area (e.g., eight percent of new SUMC employees would seek to live 
in Palo Alto) were based on Table 5-5 of the application.  As such, the distribution of 
where new SUMC employees would seek to live is based on historical evidence.  Also, as 
indicated in the hearing transcript, the City considered a distribution based on the 2000 

                                              
18  Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project Application, August 13, 2007, as amended on September 28, 2007, October 31, 2007, April 14, 
2008, May 30, 2008, October 23, 2008, December 11, 2008, June 2, 2008, March 8, 2010, and March 25, 
2010. 
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Census.  However, staff determined that applying the historical data from the SUMC 
Project application would be more site- and land use-specific and more current, and thus 
more appropriate. 

 The commentor also asks how the housing distribution compares to the calculation of the 
City’s housing impact fee (presumed here to be Section 16.47 of the City’s Municipal 
Code).  Since 1984, the City has imposed a fee on new employment-generating 
development to fund affordable housing.  Applicants may either provide affordable housing 
to the City or pay a fee. The City then uses this money to fund affordable housing 
developments.  These developments give preference to people who currently live or work 
in Palo Alto.  Hospitals are exempt from the housing fee.   

CC2.33 The commentor expresses support for the proposed new zoning district under the SUMC 
Project.  Please refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA 
process.    

CC2.34 The commentor supports the sequencing of the process for the proposed Hospital District 
rezoning.  Please see Master Response 11 for further information regarding the City 
approval process. 

CC2.35 The commentor expresses concern that the models for the housing demand and 
transportation analyses are flawed, and asks how such models factor into the analysis and 
the process for evaluating such models.  The analysis of housing demand (see Impact PH-1 
of the Draft EIR) applies Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) Projections 2005 
of household growth, and the transportation analysis applies the City of Palo Alto Travel 
Demand Model, which is based on the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) 
Regional Travel Demand Model.  Both the ABAG Projections 2005 and the VTA Regional 
Travel Demand Model are reasonable data sources.  

 Housing Demand Analysis.  The significance criteria for the housing demand analysis are 
provided on page 3.13-8 of the Draft EIR and indicate that a significant impact would 
occur if the SUMC Project would: 

 Induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure), that exceeds ABAG projected levels; or 

 Cumulatively exceed regional or local population projections. 

 Since the criterion being addressed is whether or not the SUMC Project would induce 
population growth that would exceed ABAG Projections, then it is appropriate to compare 
the SUMC Project’s induced housing demand against ABAG Projections.  As discussed 
under Impact PH-1 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project would not directly increase 
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housing demand (or residential population), and its indirect housing demand would 
comprise a small percentage of ABAG-projected housing demand in the various 
communities in the Bay Area region, including Palo Alto.  As such, no mitigation would be 
required under CEQA related to housing demand.  Also, please see Master Response 7 
regarding the analysis of the SUMC Project’s contribution to the City’s jobs to employed 
residents ratio, and the feasibility of implementing Mitigation Measure PH-3.1. 

 Transportation Analysis.  As stated above, the City of Palo Alto Travel Demand Model is 
based on the VTA Regional Travel Demand Model.  The VTA Regional Travel Demand 
Model is a subset of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s (MTC) nine-county 
model.  Each of these models use ABAG population and employment forecasts.  When the 
City of Palo Alto obtained the VTA Regional Travel Demand Model, the growth in 
employment associated with the SUMC Project was included in the land use forecasts.  To 
assess the effect of the SUMC Project, the growth associated with the SUMC Project was 
removed from the model to arrive at the forecasts without the SUMC Project.  The traffic 
projections without the SUMC Project are included in Appendix C of the Draft EIR in 
Figures 3-2 a, b, c, and d.  The analysis then generated new traffic volumes that would be 
created by the SUMC Project and added these project trips to the 2025 Without Project 
volumes to determine the 2025 “With Project” traffic volumes.  These traffic volumes are 
included in Appendix C of the Draft EIR in Figures 3-7 a, b, c, and d.  Comparing the 
traffic operations of the “Without Project” traffic volumes to those of the “With Project” 
traffic volumes determines the effect of the SUMC Project on the Study Area intersections 
and roadway segments.  Please refer to Master Response 3 for a comparison of SUMC 
Project traffic to Existing Conditions. 

 Process.  In terms of process, it is the role of the decision-making body, the City Council, 
to review and consider the contents of this EIR in making a decision on the SUMC Project.  
In order to approve the Final EIR, the City of Palo Alto must certify that the EIR has been 
completed in compliance with CEQA and must certify that this EIR was presented to the 
decision-making body.  As indicated above, the approaches for the housing demand and 
transportation analyses are appropriate based on the City’s selected significance criteria.  
Should the City certify this EIR and approve the SUMC Project, it can be expected those 
feasible traffic-related mitigation measures would be adopted as Conditions of Approval 
and implemented under the City’s enforcement.  No mitigation measures would be required 
for the SUMC Project’s resulting indirect housing demand. 

CC2.36 The commentor indicates concern about amending the Comprehensive Plan as a mitigation 
measure.  As indicated in the hearing transcript, the Comprehensive Plan changes that are 
identified in the Draft EIR (see page 2-23) are approvals that would be needed for the 
SUMC Project and are treated in this EIR as part of the proposed actions under the SUMC 
Project rather than mitigation measures being imposed on the SUMC Project.  Please refer 
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to Master Response 11 regarding the Comprehensive Plan amendments and other approvals 
needed for the SUMC Project. 

CC2.37 The commentor asks if more recent data than the 2000 Census can be used in this process.  
Census data from 2010 are not available for this EIR.  American Community Survey 
(ACS) is not available until January 2011.  As such, this EIR does not apply ACS data.  
However, ABAG 2005 Projections as well as 2007 employee data are applied to this 
analysis.  As such, more recent data than the 2000 Census has been applied to this analysis. 
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CC3. City Council Hearing, July 12, 2010  

CC3.1 The commentor calls for a better understanding of construction-period transportation and 
air quality impacts and opportunities for mitigation.  Please refer to Master Response 4 for 
a discussion of construction traffic.  Also, Impacts AQ-1 and AQ-6 in Section 3.5 of the 
Draft EIR provide a quantified, year-by-year analysis of construction-period air pollutant 
emissions. As indicated, even with mitigation measures that are recommended by the Bay 
Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD), impacts would be significant and 
unavoidable.  In terms of construction-period emissions of toxic air contaminants, per 
Impact AQ-4 and Staff-Initiated Change 3, impacts would be less than significant and 
would not warrant mitigation.  

CC3.2 The commentor states that the analysis of construction truck trips should analyze the time of 
day that trucks would travel along the identified truck routes.  Please refer to Master 
Response 4 for a complete discussion of construction traffic. 

CC3.3 The commentor expresses concern about the future of Caltrain and viability of the GO 
Pass.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for a discussion of the viability of the Caltrain 
GO Pass and additional steps that would be taken in the event the mode splits were not 
achieved. 

CC3.4 The commentor states that a life-cycle assessment should be provided for the SUMC 
Project.  A life-cycle analysis attempts to identify and quantify the greenhouse gas 
emissions associated with the energy and materials used at all stages of a project’s life, 
from the gathering of raw materials, through fabrication, distribution, use, and the ultimate 
disposal at the end of the project’s useful life.  A realistic life-cycle analysis requires 
knowing exactly what type and quantity of materials are used, where all materials 
originated, and how the materials would be transported to the project site in order to 
calculate the embedded energy within the construction material.   

 At the time of preparation of the Draft EIR, the actual types of materials to be used, the 
origin of those materials, and the transportation routes for those materials were unknown.  
Since these facts are unidentified, it was impossible to correctly calculate the embedded 
energy within the building materials.  Further, there is not a standardized agreement on the 
appropriate methodology for analyzing the life-cycle of projects.  For these reasons, the 
Draft EIR analyzes the emissions resulting from the operation of construction vehicles, as 
well as the operation of the SUMC Project on an annual basis, which is consistent with the 
standard methodologies for conducting greenhouse gas emission inventories.  

CC3.5 The commentor is interested in qualifying Palo Alto’s Climate Protection Plan to help 
mitigate City emissions and better assign the responsibilities between the SUMC Project 
sponsors and the City.  The City of Palo Alto Climate Protection Plan includes existing 
emissions inventories for the City as a whole, but does not distinguish between emission 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-442

sources within the SUMC Project sponsors’ control and those within the City’s control.  
The larger Stanford University is outside the jurisdiction of Palo Alto, accordingly, it is 
beyond the scope of this EIR to address this issue. 

CC3.6 The commentor asks if there has been a 20 percent increase in Stanford University 
employees, when comparing data from staff versus data in Appendix C and Appendix H of 
the Draft EIR.  There are 9,156 Stanford University employees who live on the Peninsula.  
Table 2 in Appendix H of the Draft EIR is titled Location on Peninsula of Hospital and 
University Employees by City.  Based on this table, total employment within Stanford 
University is about 11,000 employees.   

CC3.7 The commentor asks for the change in Stanford employment from 2006 to 2009.  The Draft 
EIR provides employment and residence data from 2006; however, significant changes in 
location of residence do not occur over a short, three-year period. 

CC3.8 The commentor asks if Palo Alto experiences an annual two percent increase in traffic on 
City streets.  Two percent is the maximum annual increase in traffic, although the trends 
over time tend to be less than two percent.  Typically, the increase in traffic ranges from 
about 0.6 to 1.6 percent.1   

CC3.9 The commentor expresses concern about the future of Caltrain and effectiveness of the GO 
Pass.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for discussion of viability of Caltrain and 
additional steps to be taken if the SUMC Project sponsors do not achieve the mode split 
requirements under Mitigation Measure TR-2.3.   

CC3.10 The commentor asks to verify feasibility of the various roadway improvements in Table 3.4-
18 of the Draft EIR.  Please see Staff-Initiated Change 2 for a revised listing of feasible 
roadway improvements.  Please see below for discussion of the feasibility of some of the 
intersection improvements.   

 Arboretum Road/Galvez Street (intersection #37).  The Draft EIR lists 
Arboretum Road/Galvez Street as feasible because this intersection is on 
Stanford lands, in Santa Clara County, and the improvement is the installation 
of a traffic signal, which is physically feasible.  The roadway improvement at 
this intersection is included in Mitigation Measure TR-2.4. 

 I-280 NB Off-Ramp/Alpine Road (intersection #62).  Per Staff-Initiated Change 
2, the roadway improvement at I-280 NB Off-Ramp/Alpine Road would not be 
warranted as the significant impact at this intersection would be mitigated to 
less than significant through Mitigation Measure TR-2.1, involving traffic-
adaptive signal technology, Mitigation Measure TR-2.2, involving bicycle and 

                                              
1  Curtis Williams, Planning Director, City of Palo Alto, City Council Hearing, July 12, 2010. 
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pedestrian undercrossings, and Mitigation Measure TR-2.3, involving an 
enhanced TDM program. 

 El Camino Real/University Avenue/Palm Drive (intersection #10).  The 
intersection improvements at El Camino Real/University Avenue/Palm Drive 
would not be warranted as the significant impact at this intersection would be 
mitigated to less than significant through Mitigation Measure TR-2.1, involving 
traffic-adaptive signal technology, Mitigation Measure TR-2.2, involving 
bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings, and Mitigation Measure TR-2.3, 
involving an enhanced TDM program.   

CC3.11 The commentor suggests use of charter buses, as is done in some private companies in the 
area, as an alternative or back-up mitigation measure to the GO Pass.   Information has 
been collected regarding shuttle bus operations for several private companies.  This 
information is presented in Master Response 1.  The costs are included in that analysis. 

CC3.12 The commentor inquires about construction-period impacts related to truck routes.  Please 
refer to Master Response 4 for a complete discussion of construction traffic.  

CC3.13 The comment asks for the definition of “funded improvements” and the duration of that 
assessment.  Funded improvements refer to improvements that have 100 percent of the 
funding for construction in place.  The duration of that assessment can vary.  
Improvements cannot be made until full funding is in place.  Funding can be from traffic 
impact fees and other sources.  The local jurisdiction can prioritize the improvements and 
once a sufficient amount of funding is in place, the highest priority improvement can be 
made.  The duration for other improvements to be funded would be longer.   

CC3.14 The commentor asks which, in terms of feasibility, is the lowest priority of various  
mitigation measures, considering engineering feasibility, funding feasibility, programmatic 
feasibility.  Feasibility is a combination of factors.  Political feasibility, funding, 
availability of right-of-way, the removal of mature trees, and the City policy against 
widening (T-27) are the major factors that determine whether an improvement is feasible.   
The roadway improvements are not ranked according to priority, but improvements at 
intersection # 37, 52, and 53 would be necessary to reduce significant LOS impacts to less 
than significant. 

CC3.15 The commentor asks what is meant by a funded improvement.  A funded improvement 
refers to an improvement that is completely funded for construction.  As pointed out in the 
comment, because the development of the SUMC Project would take 10 to 15 years, 
improvements in the future may become funded at some point, but they are not currently 
included in the City of Palo Alto Travel Demand Forecasting Model. 

CC3.16 The commentor asks for an explanation of the current off-peak and night time transit 
service to East Palo Alto.  Stanford’s Director of Parking and Transportation responded at 
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the hearing that at this point, the nighttime service that is available during the academic 
year is the Shopping Express, which takes students down El Camino to the San Antonio 
Shopping Center.  No further expanded East Palo Alto service is planned.  Please refer to 
Master Response 2 for more discussion on transit impacts.  Also, a potential expanded bus 
plan has been explored in Master Response 1. 

CC3.17 The commentor inquires if there are plans for a bicycle rental program.  As indicated in the 
hearing transcript, there are programs available on the campus that are characterized as 
bike sharing. Please refer to Master Response 2 for further discussion on bicycle sharing 
programs. 

CC3.18 The commentor asks what bicycle sharing programs are planned for the SUMC. Stanford’s 
Director of Parking and Transportation responded that there are no bicycle sharing 
programs formally planned for the SUMC.  Please refer to Master Response 2 for further 
discussion on bicycle sharing programs. 

CC3.19 The commentor asks if the analysis addresses bus service to East Palo Alto.  Please refer to 
Master Response 2 for a discussion of bus service to East Palo Alto. 

CC3.20 The commentor questions the baseline year that was used to calculate vehicle emissions in 
the Draft EIR as well as whether hybrid vehicles were accounted for in the future year 
analysis.  The vehicle fleet used in the analysis for existing and future years came from the 
Emission Factors model (EMFAC) for 2010 as well as the future years.  EMFAC assumes 
a bell-shaped curve as far as older vehicles coming up to newer vehicles.  This assumption 
is based on smog certificates that are obtained for older cars and the estimated average 
California vehicle fleet for the given years.  EMFAC does factor in the 
upgrading/renewing of the vehicle fleet so the 2020 and 2025 analysis shows a newer 
vehicle fleet than the 2010 models.  For example, in 2020, a certain percentage of vehicles 
are assumed to be new, a large percentage of vehicles are assumed to be between one to 
three years old, and a smaller proportion would be five years old or older. 

 The analysis used EMFAC assumptions for the emissions of greenhouse gases with respect 
to vehicle miles traveled. EMFAC only looks at gasoline driven vehicles and, as such, the 
use of hybrid vehicles was not accounted for, resulting in a conservative estimate.  
Currently, accurate statistics on the growth of hybrid, electric, or hydrogen vehicles is not 
available.  Please see Staff-Initiated Change 4, which removes emission from patient and 
visitor trips from the climate change conclusions.  

CC3.21 The commentor notes his involvement with a sustainable environment.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

CC3.22 The commentor supports the sustainability methods proposed under the SUMC Project.  
Please refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 
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CC3.23 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.    

CC3.24 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.    

CC3.25 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.   

CC3.26 The commentor indicates that the analysis does not correlate East Bay commuters with the 
enhanced transportation demand management (TDM) program.  As indicated in Master 
Response 1, Mitigation Measure TR-2 indicates that the SUMC Project sponsors shall use 
reasonable efforts to lease 75 parking spaces at the Ardenwood Park & Ride Lot, or an 
equivalent facility, to serve SUMC employees who commute from the East Bay.  As such, 
consideration was given to SUMC commuters from the East Bay under Mitigation Measure 
TR-2.3. 

CC3.27 The commentor inquires about the future of Caltrain and alternative measures to the GO 
Pass.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for a discussion of the viability of Caltrain and 
effectiveness of the GO Pass. 

CC3.28 The commentor inquires about incentivizing motorists to access the SUMC Site from the 
west.  There is no effective means of dictating to employees what routes they can travel to 
reach their place of employment.  Each employee will choose a travel path that minimizes 
their travel time, whether via US 101 or alternatively via I-280, taking into account 
necessary or desirable detours and additional destinations.  Please also refer to Master 
Response 2 for a discussion of remote parking. 

CC3.29 The commentor inquires as to why remote parking is an alternative to the GO Pass rather 
than adjunct to it.  Please see Master Response 2 regarding remote parking.  It should be 
noted that Mitigation Measure TR-2 indicates that the SUMC Project sponsors shall use 
reasonable efforts to lease 75 parking spaces at the Ardenwood Park & Ride Lot, or an 

equivalent facility, to serve SUMC employees who commute from the East Bay.   

CC3.30 The commentor asks why the analysis does not identify a No Net New Trips requirement.  
Please refer to Master Response 2 for a discussion of imposing a No Net New Trips 
requirement.  Also, per CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(4)(B), mitigation measures 
must be roughly proportional to the impacts of the project.  The standards of significance 
applied to the transportation analysis are listed on pages 3.4-30 through 3.4-32 of this EIR.  
Based on these criteria, there could be some increase in traffic that would not result in a 
significant impact.  As such, requiring no net new trips as a mitigation measure would be 
beyond the requirements of CEQA. See Staff-Initiated Change 2, which provides the 
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revised analysis of LOS impacts, and the updated mitigation measures for significant LOS 
impacts.  The mitigation measures identified in Staff-Initiated Change 2 are appropriate. 

CC3.31 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.   

CC3.32 This comment pertains to the review process of the EIR and the SUMC Project in general.  
Please refer to Master Response 11 for a detailed description of the City’s review process 
and the next steps in the EIR review.   

CC3.33 The commentor asks why the SUMC Project sponsors have been asked to pay a housing fee 
when the Draft EIR determined that housing impacts would be less than significant.  As 
part of the SUMC Project, a Development Agreement would be approved if such an 
agreement could be mutually agreed upon.  One component of the Development Agreement 
between the City and the SUMC Project sponsors would be the payment of a housing in-
lieu fee in the amount of $23.1 million, which is equivalent to what a commercial project 
would pay (see page 2-27 of the Draft EIR).   

 As proposed by the SUMC Project sponsors, the money identified in the Development 
Agreement would be set aside and used for community projects.  The City Council would 
need to decide whether to make a counter-proposal which would allow for alternative use 
of these funds, or whether to instead accept the proposal of the SUMC Project sponsors.  
Such funds could be used either for the direct construction of housing units, or as leverage 
to encourage private developers to construct even more affordable units; however, the 
exact number of housing units that could be constructed is currently unknown.  Whatever 
number of units is ultimately constructed within the City would count towards the City’s 
affordable housing targets. 

 Please refer to Master Response 12 for further discussion of the purpose of the 
Development Agreement and the process for its adoption. 

CC3.34 The commentor asks why the SUMC Project sponsors are being asked to provide things 
other than healthcare.  The various mitigation measures identified in this EIR are required 
under CEQA to reduce the significant environmental impacts from the SUMC Project and 
its alternatives.  Please see Master Response 7 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation 
Measure PH-3.1, which involves provisions for affordable housing.   

CC3.35 The commentor promotes emphasis on bicycle transportation.  The bicycle network in and 
around the SUMC Project area is extensive.  Also, as part of the SUMC Project, bicycle 
improvements would be made.  Mitigation Measure TR-2.2 requires the SUMC Project 
sponsors to contribute their fair share to two new bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings of 
the railroad tracks.  Mitigation Measure TR-6.1 requires the SUMC Project sponsors to 
make other bicycle and pedestrian improvements.  As part of the SUMC Project, the 
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SUMC Project sponsors would stripe a bicycle lane on Welch Road.  Lastly, the Village 
Concept Alternative would enhance bicycle connections around the SUMC Sites. 

CC3.36 The commentor compliments the City Council’s interactions with Stanford.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

CC3.37 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC3.38 The commentor expresses support for bicycle and pedestrian mitigation measures in the 
Draft EIR and for the SUMC Project in general.  Please refer to Master Response 9 for a 
discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC3.39 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

 In addition, the commentor is concerned that the City could take economic advantage of the 
SUMC Project sponsors.  A Fiscal Impact Analysis was prepared by CBRE Consulting, 
Inc. in February 2009 to determine potential tax and fee revenues that would be generated 
by the SUMC Project.  These fees would be required to sufficiently fund the anticipated 
costs of providing municipal services to the SUMC Project.  The analysis used a time 
horizon of thirty years (2010-2040) to be consistent with the proposed Development 
Agreement, which is outlined on pages 2-27 through 2-28 of the Draft EIR.  For the 
monetary impacts of the SUMC Project and the required fees to be paid by the SUMC 
Project sponsors, refer to the Fiscal Impact Analysis, which is available at the City’s 
website.2  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

CC3.40 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.  

CC3.41 The commentor suggests implementation of a system called congestion pricing, which is a 
system of surcharging users of a transport network in periods of peak demand to reduce 
traffic congestion.  All significant intersection LOS impacts would be reduced to less than 
significant through the various mitigation measures identified in this analysis.  As such, 
congestion pricing would not be warranted as an additional mitigation measure.  In 
addition, such an approach would need to be applied to a larger area than just the area 
around SUMC Project. 

CC3.42  The commentor seeks a “richer context” and “more holistic acceptance of the problems.” 
Please see Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

                                              
2  City of Palo Alto, “City Manager’s Report,” Memo to City Council, May 24, 2010, accessed on September 

3, 2010 at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/knowzone/news/details.asp?NewsID=1316&TargetID=219. 
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CC3.43 The commentor raises concern about bicycle use.  The current modal split for bicycling to 
the SUMC Sites is 2.5 percent.  The SUMC Project would include improvements in and 
around the SUMC Sites to increase bicycling as a mode of access.  In addition, Mitigation 
Measure TR-2.2 requires the SUMC Project sponsors to contribute to the proposed 
undercrossings of the nearby Caltrain tracks.  The SUMC Project sponsors do not have 
control over ridership policies of Caltrain.   

CC3.44 The commentor suggests use of a “jitney” for late-hour transit to East Palo Alto.  Please 
refer to Master Response 2 regarding expanded local transit service into East Palo Alto.  

CC3.45 This comment concerns financial issues and does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR 
or the SUMC Project’s compliance with CEQA.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a 
discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

CC3.46 The commentor states that the building program proposed for the SUMC Project is large.  
As explained on page 2-22 in Section 2, Project Description of the Draft EIR, the SUMC 
Project requires additional floor area over what is currently at the SUMC Sites due to 
existing spatial constraints and the growing demand for outpatient services.  Current spatial 
constraints at the SHC and LPCH restrict the SUMC’s ability to serve new patients and 
expansions are needed to provide the optimal level of care for existing patients.  At both 
hospitals, the number of patients turned away will increase unless additional patient beds 
are provided.  In addition, the hospitals need to expand because the American Academy of 
Healthcare Architects recommends that all beds be in private rooms, which require right-
sizing under the SUMC Project.  With regards to outpatient services, in order to 
accommodate the growing demand, the hospitals propose to construct new and replacement 
clinics on the Main SUMC Site, as well as renovate the existing Hoover Pavilion building 
and construct a new building for use as clinics and medical offices. 

 Several alternatives are discussed and analyzed in Section 5 of the Draft EIR, Alternatives, 
that seek to reduce the building program of the SUMC Project.  No Project Alternative A, 
No Project Alternative B, Reduced Intensity Alternative A, and Reduced Intensity 
Alternative B reduce the floor area and construction of the SUMC Project.  Please refer to 
Master Response 8 for an explanation of alternatives to the SUMC Project. 

 The commentor also requests that building height and density increases should be 
compensated with open space protection.  As stated on pages 3.3-38 through 3.3-39 of the 
Draft EIR, impacts to visual quality and character would be mitigated by Mitigation 
Measure VQ-2.1.  The Architectural Review would consider, among other factors, whether 
the SUMC Project has a coherent composition and whether its bulk and mass are 
harmonious with surrounding development.  City Council will then determine if the design 
promotes consistent transitions in scale and character and that the amount and arrangement 
of open space are appropriate to the design and function of the structures.  Therefore, 
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implementation of Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 would reduce visual character and quality 
impacts to less than significant.  

 In addition, as stated on page 3.14-9 of the Public Services section, the SUMC Project 
proposes to expand the existing open space at the SUMC Sites.  The open space would 
include walkways, open plazas, and landscaped areas for employees, patients, and visitors.  
The SUMC Project would also incorporate new sections of open space and small grass 
fields, increasing pervious surfaces by 23 percent over existing conditions.  In addition, the 
SUMC Project sponsors would provide access to Stanford University’s fields for SUMC 
employees.  This access would offset the potential deterioration new SUMC employees 
could cause on City parks.  Therefore, additional open space would be included and access 
to other open space areas would be available. 

CC3.47 The commentor questions why the Stanford University 2000 Community Plan and General 
Use Permit (CP/GUP) is not included in the SUMC Project and the baseline conditions.  
This comment specifically pertains to the transportation analysis.  The City of Palo Alto 
Travel Demand Model includes traffic generated by the Stanford University CP/GUP in its 
background traffic levels.  As stated on page 3-1 of the Transportation Impact Analysis, 
Appendix C of the Draft EIR, the 2025 Without Project traffic volumes were obtained from 
the 2009 City of Palo Alto travel demand forecasting model.  This model was developed 
based on the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) regional forecasting 
model, with Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) projections of housing and 
employment data.  These models include the development proposed and approved under the 
CP/GUP in 2000.  As such, CP/GUP traffic is accounted for in this analysis.   

CC3.48 The commentor requests that the Draft EIR provide a list of the requirements outlined in the 
CP/GUP that Stanford has actually addressed.  The CP/GUP is separate from the SUMC 
Project since the SUMC Sites are located outside of the CP/GUP jurisdiction.  Please refer 
to Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues.  

 The commentor questions why a No Net New Trips requirement is not imposed on the 
SUMC Project, as it was with the CP/GUP.  Please refer to Master Response 2 for a 
discussion of imposing a No Net New Trips requirement.  Also, per CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15126.4(4)(B), mitigation measures must be roughly proportional to the impacts of 
the SUMC Project.  The standards of significance applied to the transportation analysis are 
listed on pages 3.4-30 through 3.4-32 of this EIR.  Based on these criteria, there could be 
some increase in traffic that would not result in a significant impact.  As such, requiring no 
net new trips as a mitigation measure would be beyond the requirements of CEQA. See 
Staff-Initiated Change 2, which provides the revised analysis of LOS impacts, and the 
updated mitigation measures for significant LOS impacts.  The mitigation measures 
identified in Staff-Initiated Change 2 are appropriate. 
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CC3.49 The commentor states that the additional motor vehicles associated with SUMC Project 
operation would generate substantial amounts of carbon dioxide and interfere with 
attainment of the goals of City’s Climate Protection Plan.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated 
Change 4 for a revised analysis of the SUMC Project’s greenhouse gas emissions. 

CC3.50 The commentor states that the mitigation measures proposed by Stanford for traffic impacts 
are dubious.  With respect to the Caltrain GO Pass, please refer to Master Response 1.  
Please refer to Master Response 2 regarding transportation into East Palo Alto.  Transit 
access to the East Bay is addressed in the Transportation Impact Analysis (Appendix C to 
the Draft EIR).  As part of the enhanced TDM program under Mitigation Measure TR-2.3, 
the SUMC Project sponsors would be required to use reasonable efforts to lease spaces in 
the Ardenwood park-and-ride lot or similar facility for employees to use and then commute 
via the U-Line.  The SUMC Project sponsors would also be required to use all reasonable 
efforts to assure that the controlling transit agency maintains load factors less than 1.0 on 
the U-Line.  The best source of future employee location of residence is the place of 
residence of existing employees.  Therefore, the Transportation Impact Analysis relied on 
the existing employee zip code information in the SUMC Project application, similar to the 
housing demand analysis. 

CC3.51 The commentor suggests that the SUMC Project use Continuous Performance Improvement 
(CPI) technology to evaluate the need for expanding current facilities.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues.   

 The following is a description of the SUMC “performance improvements.”  Both the 
SUMC Hospital and the LPCH Hospital have dedicated “performance improvement” 
departments that are integral to in the development of the hospitals’ programmatic 
requirements.  These departments were fully engaged during the programming and 
planning process in order to optimize the square footage needs for the SUMC Project.  The 
Process Excellence Department is a branch of the SHC Hospital and the Performance 
Improvement Department is a branch of the LPCH Hospital.  As such, the SUMC Project 
would continue to use these departments that are dedicated to performance improvements.3    

CC3.52 The commentor questions the future of Caltrain and the effectiveness of the GO Pass 
mitigation measure.  Please refer to Master Response 1 regarding viability of Caltrain and 
steps that would be taken in the event mode splits are not achieved. 

CC3.53 The commentor states that any reference to the Palo Alto Shuttle should reflect current 
budget items and actions by the City Council, and support expansion of this shuttle service.   
Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 1 for the revised Mitigation Measure TR-7.2. 

                                              
3  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, November 1, 2010. 
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CC3.54 The commentor asks if there is a linkage between air quality impacts identified in the Draft 
EIR and the failure of some intersections analyzed in the Draft EIR to meet the LOS criteria 
that have been adopted as indicators of acceptable local traffic flow conditions.  The 
commentor asks about requiring improvements at other non-failing intersections.  The 
significant SUMC Project operational air quality impact identified in the Draft EIR is 
discussed under Impact AQ-2, pages 3.5-17 through 3.5-20, where project daily/annual 
emissions would exceed the BAAQMD significance thresholds (see Tables 3.5-6 and 3.5-7 
in the Draft EIR).  Motor vehicles associated with the SUMC Project were the most 
substantial component of these emissions, which occur over the entire course of all motor 
vehicle trips and not just at the intersections identified as failing the traffic study’s LOS 
criteria.  Motor vehicle trip reduction measures are the most effective ways of reducing 
these emissions below the BAAQMD criteria; however, it is not possible to reduce the 
SUMC Project emissions below these criteria because of the large number of vehicle trips 
generated by the SUMC Project. 

CC3.55 The commentor asks why localized carbon monoxide (CO) emissions would be less than 
significant with the resulting heavier traffic congestion.  Localized CO emissions were 
evaluated in the Draft EIR starting on page 3.5-20.  The Draft EIR analyzed six 
intersections in the City that represented either the intersections with the worst congestion 
or the congested intersections that would have the greatest increase in congestion related to 
the proposed project traffic.  All of these intersections would have CO concentrations far 
below the BAAQMD thresholds.  As also noted in the Draft EIR, CO standards in the Bay 
Area have not been exceeded for almost 20 years and the CO background levels as 
measured at the Bay Area monitoring stations are typically only a quarter to a third of the 
ambient standards; therefore, traffic volumes would have to be very high to result in a local 
standard violations.  This is evident in the recently adopted update to the BAAQMD’s 
CEQA Guidelines.  The new guidelines provide a screening threshold of 40,000 vehicles 
per hour to determine when an intersection would have the potential to exceed the CO 
standards.  All the intersections in Palo Alto, including the most heavily congested 
intersections, would have traffic volumes that are far below the 40,000 vehicles per hour 
screening threshold.     

CC3.56 The commentor asks if the effects of tree removal were considered as part of the Draft 
EIR’s air quality analysis.  Tree removal proposed under the SUMC Project is relatively 
small-scale compared with the background conditions and would have very little effect on 
local criteria pollutant levels.  Relatively wide belts of trees have been shown to be 
effective in removing particulate matter from the air, but removals of isolated groups of 
trees in an urban setting would have no such effect.   
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CC3.57 The commentor expresses concern regarding resulting spillover parking in the College 
Terrace neighborhood.  A parking permit program was recently implemented in the 
College Terrace neighborhood.  The parking permit program is designed to eliminate 
Stanford employee and student spillover parking into the neighborhood.   

 The commentor also asks whether the effects of water use during construction have been 
analyzed.  A Water Supply Assessment (Appendix M of the Draft EIR) was prepared for 
the SUMC Project to document the City’s ability to provide water for the proposed uses.  
The comment concerns water use during construction, such as watering required for dust 
control in the air quality mitigation measures, and whether this water demand was included 
in the water demand analysis.  The water supply assessment did not account for uses during 
construction, but instead looked at the net increase in water demand at full buildout of the 
SUMC Project.  The Water Supply Assessment assumed 60 percent of the net increase in 
water demand would occur in year 2015 with an increase in demand until full buildout in 
2025.  Construction activities would contribute to the water demand during the construction 
period, but would be difficult to estimate since the water demand would vary depending on 
the phase of construction and its duration.  However, the water demand contribution from 
construction would be negligible compared to the increase in water demand associated with 
full buildout.   

CC3.58 The commentor states the assumptions in the traffic model seriously understates future 
traffic growth, and contests the application of ABAG forecasts in the traffic model.  The 
commentor specifies issues with quantified traffic at Welch Road and Durand Way. Existing 
traffic along Welch Road in the vicinity of the future Durand Way extension is 
approximately 930 vehicles in the AM Peak Hour.  The future traffic volume through this 
intersection without the SUMC Project during the AM Peak Hour would be 1,340 vehicles.  
With the SUMC Project, much of this traffic would shift from Pasteur Drive since Durand 
Way would provide a more convenient travel route for some people accessing the SUMC 
Project area.  The SUMC Project would add 115 vehicles through the Durand Way 
intersection, an increase of 8.6 percent over future without Project conditions.  The 115 
vehicles represents about 16 percent of the 701 AM Peak Hour vehicles that the hospitals 
would generate. Given that the SHC parking structure would be located off Pasteur Drive, 
the Clinics parking would be located off of the Quarry extension, and the LPCH parking 
structure would be located at Quarry Road and Welch Road, the volume of traffic through 
Durand Way and Welch Road and the percentage increases are reasonable.   

 The current amount of parking serving the SUMC Project is approximately 8,900 spaces.  
A total of 2,051 spaces are proposed to be added without any TDM mitigation.  With TDM 
mitigation, that number of new parking spaces would be reduced by 716.  Please refer to 
Master Response 3 for more discussion on background growth. 
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 The 2025 traffic projections used for the SUMC Project Transportation Impact Analysis 
(Appendix C of the Draft EIR) were developed by using VTA’s regional model.  Please 
refer to Master Response 3 for more information regarding the modeling process. 

CC3.59 The commentor points out that the City of Menlo Park has indicated that some of the 
identified roadway improvements in Section 3.4 of the Draft EIR would be feasible.  Please 
see Staff-Initiated Change 2 for a revised discussion of feasibility of the identified roadway 
improvements. 

CC3.60 The commentor suggests that Policy T-27 should not be applied to the SUMC Project.  A 
process was established as part of the technical analysis to develop intersection 
improvements and determine their feasibility.  First, intersection impacts were determined 
as a result of the construction of the SUMC Project.  Then the appropriate physical 
improvements to mitigate the impact were determined.  These physical improvements were 
categorized as feasible or infeasible based on several factors, one of which was Policy T-
27.  The next step considered alternative mitigation measures, such as traffic-adaptive 
traffic signals, bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings, and enhanced TDM measures.  
These three mitigations were applied in the analysis (were prioritized over) before the 
physical roadway improvements.  For all intersections in Palo Alto, these three mitigations 
measures were found to reduce the SUMC Project impacts to a less-than-significant level 
without the physical improvements.  Therefore, no intersection mitigation measures have 
been rejected as infeasible within Palo Alto.  

CC3.61 The commentor requests clarification on how paying a fair share of mitigation measure 
would work.  Please refer to Master Response 6 for a discussion of fair share calculations.  

CC3.62 The commentor asks if roadway widening at Embarcadero Road would be precluded by 
Policy T-27, and if roadway improvements in Menlo Park could be implemented.  The 
SUMC Project would not cause a significant impact on Embarcadero Road; therefore, the 
suggested improvement at Embarcadero Road would not be required for the SUMC 
Project.  As far as intersection impacts in Menlo Park that would be significantly impacted, 
the SUMC Project would pay a fair share cost allocation to Menlo Park, and Menlo Park 
would implement roadway improvements in its Traffic Impact Fee Program (TIF).  There 
would be no unmitigated intersection LOS impacts after the implementation of the proposed 
mitigation measures.   

CC3.63 The commentor indicates that there will be a greater transition to the use of alternatively 
fueled vehicles between now and 2025 and asks if the analysis in the Draft EIR is should 
incorporate this trend towards alternative fueled vehicles.   Please refer to Response 
CC3.20, above, regarding the consideration of fuel efficient vehicles in the Draft EIR 
analysis.   
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CC3.64 The commentor expresses support for the sustainability measures proposed under the 
SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the 
CEQA process. 

CC3.65 The commentor states the there would be a visual impact from the height of the buildings 
proposed under the SUMC Project.  As stated on pages 3.3-38 through 3.3-39 of the Draft 
EIR, impacts to visual character and quality would be mitigated by Mitigation Measure 
VQ-2.1.  The required Architectural Review would consider, among other factors, whether 
the SUMC Project has a coherent composition and whether its bulk and mass are 
harmonious with surrounding development.  City Council will then determine if the design 
promotes consistent transitions in scale and character and that the amount and arrangement 
of open space are appropriate to the design and function of the structures.  Therefore, 
implementation of Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 would reduce visual character and quality 
impacts to less than significant. 

CC3.66 The commentor asks, for the benefit of negotiating the Development Agreement, how the 
cost analysis will relate to the prioritization and the effects of mitigation of the traffic 
impacts.  The SUMC Project’s fair share allocation is calculated for all traffic mitigation 
measures and included in Master Response 6.  

CC3.67 The commentor questions whether the SUMC Project would result in impacts related to 
solid waste, including hazardous waste.  As stated on page 3.15-10 of the Draft EIR, the 
City is contracted with GreenWaste Recovery Inc., for collection of garbage, recycling, 
and composting services in the City.  GreenWaste Recovery, Inc., is a privately owned 
solid waste and recycling company that specializes in the collection and processing of 
residential and commercial trash, yard trimmings, curbside recyclables, food waste, and 
construction and demolition debris.4  As concluded in Impact UT-4 (pages 3.15-25 through 
3.15-28 of the Draft EIR), the SUMC Project would result in a less-than-significant solid 
waste impact because the Kirby Canyon Landfill and SMART recycling center have 
sufficient capacity to accommodate the SUMC Project’s increase in solid waste.  In 
addition, the SUMC Project would include recycling activities that would reduce the 
amount of solid waste the SUMC Project would generate, which would further reduce the 
amount of solid waste sent to the landfill.   

 The effects of increased use, storage, and transport of hazardous materials are discussed in 
Section 3.12, Hazardous Materials, of the Draft EIR.  The SUMC Project would increase 
the on-site use and handling, disposal, and transport of hazardous materials relative to 
existing conditions.  Implementation of State and federal controls would minimize the 
potential for exposure to adverse health or safety effects.  These controls require the use, 
disposal, or transport of materials in a manner that does not pose substantial hazards to 

                                              
4 GreenWaste Recovery Inc., Website, available at http://www.greenwaste.com/about-us-we-are-a-brighter-

shade-green, accessed September 15, 2009. 
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people, animal, or plant populations.  Therefore, the SUMC Project would not result in a 
significant environmental impact related to the increased use, transport, handling, and 
disposal of hazardous materials, including hazardous waste.   

CC3.68 The commentor expresses support for expanding the Marguerite shuttle service.  With the 
exception of increased service between the SUMC Sites and Palo Alto Intermodal Transit 
Station (PAITS), expansion of shuttle service would not be needed to reduce intersection 
impacts to a less-than-significant level.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 1. 

CC3.69 The commentor suggests that SUMC Project sponsors work in conjunction with the City of 
Palo Alto Planning Department staff to conduct a borderless traffic study.  The request for 
a borderless traffic study can be undertaken through a process outside certification of the 
SUMC Project EIR.  The Study Area for the transportation analysis includes 71 
intersections covering a reasonably large catchment with respect to the area of SUMC 
Project influence.  It is beyond the responsibility of the SUMC Project to analyze and 
mitigate impacts other than those generated by the SUMC Project. 

CC3.70 The commentor expresses support for increasing the supply of remote parking while still 
providing SUMC employees with the option of driving.  Please refer to Master Response 2 
for a discussion of remote parking.    

CC3.71 The commentor notes that potential impacts to traffic conditions resulting from the SUMC 
Project is of major concern among community members.  Please see Staff-Initiated 
Change 2 for a revised analysis of intersection congestion impacts. 

CC3.72 The commentor expresses support for the alternative transportation uses proposed in the 
Draft EIR.  Please refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the 
CEQA process.  

CC3.73 The commentor notes that intersection impact analysis is a critical component in 
understanding the overall impact of the SUMC Project on traffic.  Additionally, the 
commentor expresses support for further intersection analysis in the Final EIR.  The 
intersection analysis is a major component of the transportation analysis.  The Draft EIR 
considered 66 intersections in the analysis.  The Final EIR includes analysis of five 
additional intersections not considered in the Draft EIR. 

CC3.74 The commentor questions the SUMC Project’s reliance on the GO Pass as an effective 
mitigation measure to reduce traffic impacts.  Please see Master Response 1 for a 
discussion of the future of Caltrain service and the mode split assumptions used in the EIR.  

CC3.75 The commentor expresses support for the progress in understanding the SUMC Project and 
the Draft EIR.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for a discussion of the City’s review 
process. 
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CC3.76 The commentor expresses general support for the Draft EIR.  Please refer to Master 
Response 11 for a discussion of the City’s review process. 

CC3.77 The commentor expresses general support for the EIR, but questions the adequacy of 
remote parking as a method for reducing traffic impacts.  The remote parking analysis was 
provided for informational purposes.  It is not being proposed as mitigation at this time.  
Master Response 2 provides more discussion of remote parking. 

CC3.78 The commentor requests a post-project environmental analysis.  The Draft EIR considers 
environmental impacts during construction and operation of the SUMC Project.  Impacts 
during the operation of the SUMC Project were analyzed based on growth projections in 
2025.  The 2025 year is considered to be full buildout, operation, and occupancy of the 
SUMC Project.  The Draft EIR also includes an analysis of the SUMC Project impacts 
with the implementation of mitigation measures.  In addition, as explained on pages 3.1-2 
through 3.1-3 of the Draft EIR, the cumulative horizon for the cumulative analysis is also 
2025, which is consistent with the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
Transportation Impact Analysis Guidelines (VTA Guidelines).  Therefore, the Draft EIR 
already includes a post-project environmental analysis.   

CC3.79 The commentor states the need for further analysis of several traffic impact mitigation 
alternatives, namely bicycle rental programs, public transit service to East Palo Alto, 
construction related traffic, and increased parking supply.  Please refer to Master Response 
2 for a discussion of other traffic mitigation measures.   

 With regard to construction traffic, Mitigation Measure TR-1.4 requires that the SUMC 
Project sponsors prohibit or limit the construction material deliveries from 7:00 a.m. to 
9:00 a.m. and from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Those hours are based upon the peak 
congestion period in Palo Alto.  Please refer to Master Response 4 for a further discussion 
of construction traffic. 

 The SUMC Project as proposed would include 2,051 additional parking spaces.  This 
number may be reduced by 720 to 1,331 because of the GO Pass mitigation measure. 
While there would be additional parking provided, much of that would be new patient 
parking, not parking for employees. 

CC3.80 The commentor indicates that the lack of a conservative estimate of the use of alternative 
fueled vehicles in future years is an error in the Draft EIR.  Please refer to Response 
CC3.20, above, regarding the consideration of fuel efficient vehicles in the Draft EIR 
analysis.   

CC3.81 The commentor asks if the air pollutant emissions estimated for the SUMC Project would 
result in any increased incidents of asthma in the areas around the SUMC Sites.  Based on 
the BAAQMD CEQA guidance, the Health Risk Assessment (HRA) conducted for the 
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SUMC Project, as provided in Appendix F of the Draft EIR, examines the potential for 
carcinogenic and other chronic health effects, such as asthma incidence, with long-term 
exposure to diesel particulate matter generated by SUMC Project construction and trucking 
operations.  As noted in the BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines,5 “[a] large body of scientific 
evidence indicates that both long-term and short-term exposure to PM2.5 can cause a wide 
range of health effects (e.g., aggravating asthma and bronchitis, causing visits to the 
hospital for respiratory and cardiovascular symptoms, and contributing to heart attacks and 
deaths).  BAAQMD recommends characterizing potential health effects from exposure to 
directly PM2.5 emissions through comparison to the applicable Thresholds of Significance.”  
The chronic hazard indices at all on- and off-site sensitive receptors were found to be far 
below 1.0, the point at which the risk of onset for chronic illnesses becomes significant.  
Thus, asthma and other chronic health impacts are not anticipated to be significant impacts 
of the SUMC Project. 

                                              
5  Bay Area Air Quality Management District, California Environmental Quality Act Air Quality Guidelines, 

June 2010, page 5-2. 
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CC4. City Council Hearing, July 19, 2010  

CC4.1 The commentor asks why the proposed increase in SUMC Project treatment spaces seems to 
generate a disproportionate increase in ambulance trips reported in the Draft EIR.  The 
present SUMC emergency department (ED) is undersized, resulting in ambulance trips 
frequently being diverted to other hospitals.  The ED planned as part of the SUMC Project 
would have a greater capacity to fully serve existing and future community needs for 
ambulance service.1  This future growth in ambulance trips is partially responsible for the 
significant ambulance noise impact identified in Impact NO-3, as discussed on page 3.7-25 
of the Draft EIR.  However, the more important contribution to this impact, as discussed 
on page 3.7-33 of the Draft EIR, is the fact that the El-Camino-Real-to-Durand-Way 
portion of the ambulance route on Sand Hill Road would be new.  The present location of 
the ED greatly favors ambulance access from Quarry Road rather than Sand Hill Road.  
With the proposed ED relocated much closer to Sand Hill Road, as shown in Figures 3.7-6 
and 3.7-7 in the Draft EIR, the Draft EIR assumes all ambulance trips that access the ED 
from El Camino Real would use Sand Hill Road.  Thus, the SUMC Project-related 
ambulance noise increment would be due to rerouting of all the ambulance trips associated 
with the SUMC from this direction (existing plus future) and not just the additional trips 
due to the SUMC Project.   

CC4.2 The commentor states that recycling of building materials and the energy required to 
recycle should be taken into account in the construction/demolition emissions inventory for 
the SUMC Project.  Mitigation Measure CC-1.5 on page 3.6-59 of the Draft EIR requires 
the recycling of at least 50 percent of construction and demolition materials.  

 Transportation emissions associated with hauling building materials and recycling/ 
demolition debris, as well as the energy consumed in the recycling process, would require 
a life-cycle analysis.  A life-cycle analysis determines the emissions from all of the raw 
material production, manufacture, distribution, use, and disposal including all intervening 
transportation steps necessary or caused by a project's existence.  This would include the 
energy required to create the building materials and their transportation from the 
manufacturer to the distributor as well as to the SUMC Sites.  Providing a life-cycle 
analysis requires that the exact type of material, the manufacturing location, and 
transportation route for each piece of material is known. At the time of the Draft EIR 
analysis, this level of information was not available.  However, the Draft EIR provides a 
project-level analysis for construction, which includes emissions of onsite equipment and 
operations that are directly under the control of the construction contractor.    

 The energy required to recycle construction materials depends on the type of material being 
recycled.  Concrete and asphalt material could be recycled onsite into the new construction 

                                              
1  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, City Council 

Hearing, July 19, 2010. 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-477

of roads and paving.  Other recycled construction material would need to be recycled off 
site.  Because it is unknown at this time exactly what demolition debris would be recycled, 
it is not possible to provide an estimate of the energy and associated emissions that would 
go into the construction/demolition material recycling.  

CC4.3 The commentor questions how the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) 
will consider the change in technology and regulatory requirements that could occur 
between now and 2025 (full buildout of the SUMC Project).  The mitigation measures in 
the Draft EIR are designed to allow for flexibility when new technology becomes available 
as well as to meet any current requirements of the regulatory agencies, with the 
understanding that the regulations may be revised over time.  The SUMC Project sponsors 
could request to substitute different technologies from those currently included in the Draft 
EIR mitigation measures.  This would require a specific procedure, for example a public 
hearing or an administrative review.  Procedures for responding to changes in technology 
could be included in the Conditions of Approval. 

 The analysis of impacts in the Draft EIR considers, to a certain extent, future requirements 
regarding technology.  For example, Section 3.5 of the Draft EIR, Air Quality, analyzes 
the changes in technology during the construction of the SUMC Project.  Page 3.5-14 of 
the Draft EIR states that construction emissions would generally decrease from year-to-year 
as the SUMC Project construction program would proceed.  Construction equipment would 
be required to comply with new future air quality regulations, which would emit fewer 
pollutants in future years as controls mandated for off-road diesel-powered equipment 
under California law phase-in over time.2  

 With respect to State and local regulatory changes, those would be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis.  Generally, the SUMC Project sponsors would receive vested rights to develop 
the SUMC Project in compliance with the regulations in effect at the time that the SUMC 
Project is approved.  However, there would be certain exceptions to that, which would be 
evaluated on an individual basis when the issues arise. 

CC4.4 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC4.5 The commentor requests that more attention be given to the entry façade at the Hoover 
Pavilion during renovation under the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 10 
for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues. 

 The following is a description of the Hoover Pavilion entry, as explained by the SUMC 
Project sponsors at the public hearing.  The original design of the Hoover Pavilion building 

                                              
2  California Code of Regulations, Article 4.8, Section 2449, General Requirements for In-Use Off-Road 

Diesel-Fueled Fleets. 
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did not include Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) access and a flight of stairs was 
built to access the building from the second floor.  Therefore, in order to meet current 
ADA requirements, the primary access to the Hoover Pavilion building as part of the 
SUMC Project cannot be through the original entrance.  The SUMC Project has been 
designed to preserve, to the extent possible, the architectural character of the original 
building entrance and clean up the entry, restore the canopy over the entry, and make that 
the primary entry for the majority of the clinics.  As part of the new building design, a 
separate entrance is included for pediatricians who are community physicians with direct 
access from the street.3  The proposed changes to the main entry were minimized and as 
such, do not threaten the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or California 
Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) eligibility of the Hoover Pavilion.  Please refer to 
Staff-Initiated Change 5 for additional information about proposed renovations to the main 
entrance of Hoover Pavilion. 

CC4.6 The commentor does not support the study conducted by Stanford University’s Director of 
Heritage Services and University Archaeologist, but supports the conclusion of the 
Architectural Resources Group (ARG) report.  As described on page 3.8-15 of the Cultural 
Resources section, two studies were performed to evaluate the historical significance of the 
Stone Building complex.  One study was conducted in 2007 by Stanford University’s 
Director of Heritage Services and the University Archaeologist, who concluded that the 
complex is not one of E.D. Stone’s major achievements but is important for its connection 
to the heart transplant.  However, because of a lack of integrity, the building is probably 
not eligible for listing on the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR).4  In 2008, 
the City hired ARG to perform a separate study, which included a peer review of Stanford 
University’s evaluation.  ARG concluded that the Stone Building complex appears eligible 
for listing on the CRHR and should be considered an historical resource for the purposes of 
the CEQA review.5  ARG’s complete peer review is included as Appendix I in the Draft 
EIR.  In addition, the City’s Historic Preservation Planner concurred with ARG that the 
Stone Building complex is a historical resource pursuant to CEQA.6 

 Based on the findings by ARG, and the consensus of the City’s Historic Preservation 
Planner, the Draft EIR considers the Stone Building complex as a significant historic 
resource.  As such, due to the demolition proposed under the SUMC Project, the Draft EIR 
concludes that the SUMC Project would result in significant and unavoidable impacts on 

                                              
3  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, June 9, 2010. 
4  Jones, L., Cultural Resources and the Stanford University Medical Facilities Renewal and Replacement 

Project, 2007. 
5  Architectural Resources Group, Inc., Stanford University Medical Center Historic Resource Evaluation and 

Peer Review, 2009. 
6  Dennis Backlund, Historic Preservation Planner, City of Palo Alto, Staff Comments on the Stanford Shopping 

Center and University Medical Center: Historic Resource Evaluation and Peer Review, prepared by 
Architectural Resources Group, Inc., memorandum to Julie Caporgno, Chief Planning and Transportation 
Official, and Steven Turner, Advance Planning Manager, May 15, 2008. 
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cultural resources.  See Impact CR-1 on pages 3.8-18 through 3.8-23 for the impact 
analysis and proposed mitigation measures that would lessen the impacts from demolition 
of the Stone Building complex, but not to a level of less than significant.  

CC4.7 The commentor suggests the inclusion of a Historic Preservation Alternative.  The Historic 
Preservation Alternative is described on pages 5-22 through 5-26 of the Draft EIR in 
Section 5, Alternatives.  Please refer to pages 5-166 through 5-195 of the Draft EIR for the 
impact analysis of the Historic Preservation Alternative.  In addition, please refer to Master 
Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed and considered in the approval process. 

 The commentor also requests that the Draft EIR consider the cumulative impacts of the 
demolition of one of E.D. Stone’s buildings in the City of Palo Alto.  As described on page 
3.8-27 of the Draft EIR, E.D. Stone constructed three other buildings within the City in 
addition to the Stone Building complex.  However, according to an evaluation by ARG, 
only one of these buildings, the Palo Alto Main Library, has been determined eligible for 
the National Register of Historic Places.  The library is planned to undergo renovation and 
expansion, which could impact its historical integrity.  In combination with the SUMC 
Project, development at the Main Library and other historic buildings in the City would 
have cumulatively significant impacts on historic resources.  The Draft EIR states that the 
demolition of the Stone Building complex would have a cumulatively considerable 
significant and unavoidable impact due to the small body of E.D. Stone’s work present in 
the City that retains sufficient integrity to be eligible as historical resources.  Therefore, the 
conclusions in the Draft EIR are consistent with the commentor’s remarks. 

CC4.8 The commentor requests information regarding the solid waste generated by the proposed 
demolition of the Stone Building.  Page 3.15-27 of the Draft EIR notes that construction of 
the entire SUMC Project would generate an undetermined amount of solid waste, including 
demolition debris.  The amount of solid waste generated from demolition of the Stone 
Building has not been determined.  Therefore, the amount of truck trips and resulting 
landfill to dispose of the demolition waste is unknown. 

Construction of the SUMC Project, including demolition of the Stone Building would be 
subject to the Requirement to Divert Construction and Demolition Waste from Landfill 
Ordinance (Palo Alto Municipal Code 5.24).  This ordinance requires that a minimum of 
90 percent of inert solids (e.g., concrete, asphalt, and rock) and a minimum of 50 percent 
of the remaining debris, generated from construction and demolition projects, be diverted 
from landfills through reuse and/or recycling.  Please refer to Response CC4.2 for further 
discussion of construction-related emissions and construction/demolition material recycling 
requirements.   

In addition, the Historic Preservation Alternative considers retention of the Stone Building 
complex, which would reduce construction waste.  Please refer to page 5-22 of the Draft 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR —  
Oral Comments and Responses

5-480

EIR for a description of the Historic Preservation Alternative and page 5-166 of the Draft 
EIR for the analysis of this alternative. 

CC4.9 The commentor requests a statement from the City of Palo Alto Utilities that the SUMC 
Project EIR takes into account future growth planned for in the City’s long term planning 
and the declining water supply situation.  The SUMC Project Draft EIR evaluates future 
water supplies and demands using data from the City’s 2005 Urban Water Management 
Plan (UWMP), which included growth forecasts through year 2030, as shown in Table 
3.15-1 on page 3.15-2 of the Draft EIR.  The 2005 UWMP utilized growth forecasts from 
the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 2004 Wholesale Customer Water Demand 
Projections Study, which analyzed water demands associated with each customer sector and 
then forecasted demands over a 25-year planning horizon.  The UWMP evaluated future 
demands and available supplies for existing and potential future customer growth and these 
findings were incorporated into the water supply discussion on pages 3.15-2 and 3.15-3 of 
the Draft EIR.  Therefore, the Draft EIR has considered future growth within the City of 
Palo Alto, in addition to the SUMC Project, and has evaluated available water supplies 
accordingly. 

CC4.10 The commentor seeks a comparison of existing and proposed permeability.  Page 3.11-34 of 
the Draft EIR states the amount of new impervious land surfaces that would be created and 
that could affect groundwater recharge would result in a less than 2 percent increase.  As 
presented in Footnote 101 on page 3.11-34 of the Draft EIR, “‘Land surface’ refers to the 
footprint area of structures and landscaping.”  Page 3.11-40, last partial paragraph and 
continuing on to page 3.11-41 of the Draft EIR, notes the SUMC Project effects on 
pervious surface that could contribute to stormwater runoff (7 percent increase).  It is 
important to note that permeability that could affect groundwater recharge is not the same 
as permeability that would affect stormwater runoff; even though green roofs are 
permeable surfaces with regard to effects on stormwater runoff, they would not allow 
percolation of rainfall to recharge the groundwater aquifer and would effectively act as 
impervious surfaces for groundwater recharge.  Page 3.11-46, last paragraph and page 
3.11-48, first paragraph of the Draft EIR also note that the SUMC Project would reduce 
overall impervious surfaces that could contribute to stormwater runoff by about 7 percent 
or 6 acres, which is 9 percent of the SUMC Sites.  Presentation of this data could be 
confusing and text has been added as the third sentence of the first paragraph on page 3.11-
34 of the Draft EIR, as follows: 

Groundwater Recharge. During construction, the balance between pervious and 
impervious land surfaces101 would repeatedly change. Consequently, there is a potential 
for a temporary increase in impervious land surfaces and therefore, temporary 
reduction in groundwater recharge.  Impervious land surfaces, including green roof 
areas, would prevent the downward percolation of rainfall and groundwater recharge.   
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 Page 3.11-40, last partial paragraph, and continuing on to page 3.11-41, first partial 
paragraph of the Draft EIR: 

The SUMC Site surface is currently about 27 percent pervious land surfaces (refer 
footnote 101 on page 3.11-34) with about 3 percent of green roofs for a total of 70 
percent impervious surfaces that could contribute to stormwater runoff.  Both pervious 
land surfaces and other pervious surfaces, such as green roofs, would allow for 
percolation and storage of rainfall and reduce runoff by effectively reducing the amount 
of impervious surfaces that could contribute to stormwater runoff.  Implementation of 
the SUMC Project would replace existing buildings and surface parking lots with new 
buildings, underground parking, and a new parking structure, and ultimately create 
result in about 26 percent pervious land surfaces and about 11 percent of green roofs 
for a total of 63 percent impervious surfaces that could contribute to stormwater 
runoff.106 Green roofs can detain 60 to 100 percent of precipitation, depending upon the 
substrate and size of storm event.107 The increased reduced amount of impervious 
surfaces that could contribute to stormwater runoff (land surface plus green roof area; a 
(7 percent total increase reduction in effective impervious surfaces) would reduce the 
amount of stormwater runoff from the SUMC Project compared to existing conditions.  
Because there would be no net-increase in directly-connected impervious surfaces and 
the SUMC Sites are within an area designated as exempt from HM controls on the 
County HM map, the SUMC Project would be exempt from the HM stormwater 
controls requirements; a no-net-increase-indirectly-connected-impervious-area condition 
is considered to be sufficient to determine that there would be no increase in runoff 
rates, volume, or flow duration (maintenance of the preexisting hydrograph) for the 
small (less than two-year) to medium (10-year) storm events. Because the pre-
development hydrograph would be maintained, post-construction conditions under the 
SUMC Project would not substantially increase off-site bed or bank erosion or 
sedimentation in San Francisquito Creek.   

CC4.11 The commentor expresses concerns about the visual aids provided in the Draft EIR and at 
the public hearings.  Throughout the Draft EIR, figures and visual simulations are included 
to help visualize the buildings, site plans, design features, and linkages as proposed under 
the SUMC Project.  The figures address potential impacts with the general proposed layout 
as provided in Section 2, Project Description; view obstruction, scenic qualities, 
compatibility with existing surroundings, and shadow impacts as provided in Section 3.3, 
Visual Quality; bicycle and pedestrian facilities, transit routes, truck routes, and trip 
distribution as provided in Section 3.4, Transportation; sound contours, ambulance routes, 
and mechanical equipment locations as provided in Section 3.7, Noise; geology maps as 
provided in Section 3.10, Geology; locations of Underground Storage Tanks as provided in 
Section 3.12, Hazardous Materials; and alternatives as provided in Section 5, Alternatives.  
In total, the 63 figures are included in the Draft EIR to demonstrate existing and future 
conditions under the SUMC Project.  In addition, other available figures were provided to 
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the Draft EIR preparers and considered during the analysis process; however, due to the 
extent of these figures, it was not feasible to include all of them in the Draft EIR.  
Nonetheless, additional figures depicting the Hoover Pavilion Site and renovation are 
provided in Appendix DD of this document. 

 Additional figures, diagrams, and simulations were presented during the public hearings for 
the City Council and the Planning and Transportation Commission.  In addition, 
preliminary SUMC Project plans are available to download at the City’s website.7   

CC4.12 The commentor requests consideration of the cumulative construction projects at Stanford.  
The cumulative analysis methodology and assumptions are included on pages 3.1-2 through 
3.1-6 of the Draft EIR.  As stated on pages 3.1-4 and 3.1-5 of the Draft EIR, the 
cumulative analysis includes development under the Stanford University CP/GUP.  It is 
anticipated that some of the projects proposed under the CP/GUP would be constructed 
concurrently with the SUMC Project.   

 The Draft EIR identifies known CP/GUP construction projects that would be located near 
the SUMC, where construction traffic could combine with SUMC Project construction 
traffic.  However, in response to this comment, Master Response 4 includes an updated 
and expanded list of the potential development under the CP/GUP and discusses the 
associated construction-period traffic impacts.  No other changes to the cumulative analysis 
are triggered by the updated CP/GUP construction list.   

CC4.13 The commentor questions the process by which construction related traffic routes are 
determined both within the City of Palo Alto and through adjoining cities.  Please refer to 
Master Response 4 for a discussion of construction traffic. 

CC4.14 The commentor asks if the SUMC Project sponsors examined the use of greywater and if it 
is possible to divide the water systems.  Greywater is used domestic water (except for 
sewage) that is recycled for irrigation purposes.  The SUMC Project sponsors considered a 
greywater system under the SUMC Project.  However, based on discussions with OSHPD, 
hospitals are not allowed to use greywater systems since there is a risk of potential errors.8  
As such, greywater systems would not be installed under the SUMC Project due to 
regulatory concerns.  In addition, all the fixtures would need to be double-piped, which 
would create a significant financial burden on the SUMC Project sponsors.9 

                                              
7  City of Palo Alto, Planning and Community Environment Department, “SUMC Project - Development 

Simulation & Architectural Design,” accessed on September 23, 2010 at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/ 
depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=1596&TargetID=85. 

8  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 
Transportation Commission Hearing, June 30, 2010. 

9  Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, City Council 
Hearing, July 19, 2010. 
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CC4.15 The commentor questions whether flow impedance issues within flood areas to creeks in 
particular have been adequately addressed, with some concern regarding use of retention 
basins.  The potential for flow impedance within creeks or off-site storm drains during 
construction is not substantial.  The SUMC Project would not affect flood areas of creeks.  
Page 3.11-7 of the Draft EIR explains that the SUMC Sites are not located in a 100-year 
flood hazard area.  Page 3.11-44 of the Draft EIR describes some of the construction Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) that would be required during development of the SUMC 
Project and that a SWPPP would have to be developed including specific minimum BMPs.  
The Construction General Permit details what these minimum BMPs would be, including 
runoff and run-on controls and requirements for temporary impoundments (e.g., detention 
or retention basins), if used.  Page 3.11-33 of the Draft EIR identifies construction 
dewatering requirements that would prevent storm drain system and San Francisquito 
Creek conveyance capacity constraints that could occur from construction dewatering.  As 
such, page 3.11-42 of the Draft EIR concludes that potential construction impacts on 
flooding and conveyance capacities would be less than significant. 

 The potential for SUMC Project impacts on operational flooding and flow impedances 
would also not be substantial.  Page 4.11-46 of the Draft EIR notes that the SUMC Project 
would have to implement permanent stormwater quality BMPs and Low Impact 
Development (LID) requirements.  As presented on page 3.11-27 of the Draft EIR, LID 
goals include reduction of runoff and maintenance of the existing conditions hydrograph by 
minimizing disturbed areas and impervious cover and then infiltrating, storing, detaining, 
evapotranspiring, and/or biotreating stormwater runoff.  Retention basins are not required 
and all of these goals would reduce the potential for increased stormwater runoff and flow 
impedance in the drainage systems.  Furthermore, as noted on pages 3.1-41 of the Draft 
EIR the SUMC Project would reduce the amount of stormwater runoff compared to 
existing conditions.  The Public Works Department requires that the existing drainage 
patterns be maintained, including accommodation of runoff from adjacent properties.  
Therefore, runoff and flow conveyance from adjacent properties would not be altered.  
Impact HW-5, included on pages 3.11-41 to 3.11-44 of the Draft EIR, identified that 
flooding and stormwater conveyance capacity effects, without incorporation of a retention 
basin, are less than significant.  Therefore, a retention basin would not be required to 
mitigate potential effects of stormwater runoff from the SUMC Sites and is not included in 
the SUMC Project features. 

 The commentor also requests conversations both internally and with the SUMC Project 
sponsors to come to fully understand whether or not there is a joint agreement that could be 
made that could help address mutual concerns.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for a 
detailed description of the City’s review process and the next steps in the EIR review.  
Also, please see Master Response 12 for a discussion of the Development Agreement. 
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CC4.16 The commentor asks for an explanation of redundancy in electricity service for the hospital 
in addressing seismic needs.  The primary power supply for the hospital is from the City of 
Palo Alto.  Currently, emergency generators are the primary redundant power supply for 
the hospital buildings.  The State of California and the Joint Commission on Accreditation 
of Healthcare Organizations require 92 to 96 hours of emergency generator capacity for all 
life safety systems, and predominantly for most systems within the hospital.10  

 The SUMC Sites are currently served by 12 emergency generators that have a total 
capacity of 9.4 megawatts.  However, in order to meet the increased demand for 
emergency back-up power under the SUMC Project, up to an additional 21 megawatts of 
emergency generator capacity would be required for the SUMC Project.  As described on 
pages 2-50 and 2-52 of the Draft EIR, ten new 2-megawatt generators would be provided 
within the Main SUMC Site: seven for SHC between Welch Road and the proposed 
hospital, and three for LPCH adjacent to the existing generators near Quarry Road.  In 
addition, each of the proposed SoM buildings (FIM 1, 2, and 3) would have an emergency 
generator in proximity to the proposed building with no more than two generators at any 
location.  In total, the SUMC Project would add 13 emergency generators to the Main 
SUMC Site.  The existing and new emergency generators are shown on page 2-51 in 
Figure 2-17 of the Draft EIR.  In the case of an emergency or power outage, these 
generators would be able to provide energy to the SUMC Project facilities.    

 The commentor also asks if Stanford is contemplating anaerobic digestion as an option 
for waste diversion at the Cardinal Cogeneration Plant.  Anaerobic digestion is not 
currently included in Stanford’s long-term energy plans; however, Stanford continues 
to investigate anaerobic digestion and other waste-to-energy options including biomass 
as it continues to develop long-term energy plans.11 

CC4.17 The commentor requests an update of the current remaining capacity of the Palo Alto 
Refuse Disposal Landfill.  The ceased operation date for the Palo Alto Refuse Disposal 
Landfill is December 30, 2011.  As stated on page 3.15-11 of the Draft EIR, upon closure 
of the facility, it is expected that all non-recyclable solid waste currently delivered to Palo 
Alto’s landfill would be diverted to various local disposal sites.  Regardless of the final 
closure date of Palo Alto’s landfill, the Kirby Canyon Landfill has sufficient capacity to 
serve the SUMC Project.   

 

                                              
10 Mark Tortorich, Vice President, Design and Construction, Stanford University Medical Center, Planning and 

Transportation Commission Hearing, July 19, 2010. 
11  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 
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CC5. City Council Hearing, July 26, 2010  

CC5.1 This comment is a reiteration of comments from the Planning and Transportation 
Commission (Commission) hearing on July 7, 2010.  Please refer to the Responses to 
PTC6, Staff-Initiated Change 8 and Master Response 8 for information regarding the 
housing recommended under the Village Concept Alternative.   

CC5.2 This comment is a reiteration of comments from the Commission hearing on July 7, 2010.  
Please refer to the Responses to PTC6 and Master Response 8 for information regarding 
variations on Reduced Intensity Alternative B.   

CC5.3 This comment is a reiteration of comments from the Commission hearing on July 7, 2010.  
Please refer to the Responses to PTC6 and Staff-Initiated Change 6 for responses regarding 
the Tree Preservation Alternative and the number of trees to be removed.   

CC5.4 This comment is a reiteration of comments from the Commission hearing on July 7, 2010.  
Please refer to the Responses to PTC6, and Staff-Initiated Changes 4 and 8 for information 
regarding the effects of the Village Concept Alternative.   

CC5.5 This comment is a reiteration of comments from previous Commission hearings.  Please 
refer to the Responses to PTC3.  Please refer to Master Response 1 for a complete 
discussion of the effectiveness of GO Pass and steps that would be taken in the event mode 
splits were not achieved.   

CC5.6 This comment is a reiteration of comments from previous Commission hearings.  Please 
refer to the Responses to PTC3 and PTC6.  Please see Staff-Initiated Change 2, which 
explains that all significant intersection LOS impacts of the SUMC Project would be 
mitigated to a less-than-significant level through Mitigation Measure TR-2.1 through TR-
2.4 (involving traffic-adaptive signal technology, payment toward new undercrossings, the 
implementation of the GO Pass, and intersection improvements, respectively).  Inclusion of 
a bicycle sharing program is discussed in Master Response 2.  Additional shuttle service to 
East Palo Alto is evaluated in Master Response 2.  Please see Master Response 4 for a 
discussion of construction traffic and mitigation.   

CC5.7 The commentor asks if the Draft EIR examined the two additional components of the Village 
Concept Alternative, the design aspect and the housing aspect, separately.  The Draft EIR 
does not examine the design aspect of the Village Concept Alternative separately from the 
housing aspect.  Rather, the evaluation of the Village Concept Alternative examines the 
impacts related to the SUMC Project component, the pedestrian linkages, and the housing 
units as a whole.  Nonetheless, since the impacts of the Village Concept Alternative 
components are disclosed in the CEQA document, the favorable components could be 
applied to the SUMC Project.  It is ultimately at the discretion of City Council whether to 
approve portions of the proposed alternatives that would mitigate or avoid significant 
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environmental impacts, while rejecting the alternatives that are deemed to be infeasible or 
that would not substantially reduce SUMC Project impacts.  As such, the final SUMC 
Project could be the SUMC Project as proposed plus several aspects of the alternatives.  
Please refer to Master Response 11 for a detailed description of the City’s review process 
and the next steps in the EIR review.   

CC5.8 The commentor questions the method used to determine spousal trip generation under the 
Village Concept Alternative.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 8 for a revised trip 
generation and LOS analysis under the Village Concept Alternative.   

CC5.9 The commentor asks whether the TDM measures would be used to reduce the traffic 
impacts generated by the Village Concept Alternative; and additionally, if there will be a 
variety of housing unit sizes.  The TDM measures that are available for the SUMC Project 
are assumed to be available for the Village Concept Alternative.  For spousal trips, the trip 
generation was also reduced to account for transit-oriented development and the proximity 
of the Village Concept Alternative housing to PAITS.  The size of the Village Concept 
Alternative housing units was 2.2 persons per unit on average.  Please refer to Staff-
Initiated Change 8 for a complete discussion of the traffic effects of the Village Concept 
Alternative.   

CC5.10 The commentor asks whether the traffic model and underlying methodology used in the 
Draft EIR is similar to that used for the preparation of the Stanford University 200 
Community Plan and General Use Permit (CP/GUP).  Additionally, the commentor asks 
whether the CP/GUP was considered in the SUMC Project evaluation.  The traffic model 
used in the CP/GUP EIR is similar to the traffic model used in the SUMC Draft EIR.  Both 
models were adapted from the VTA regional model and used land use forecasts from 
ABAG.  The differences are between the projected land use in 2000 that was used for the 
CP/GUP model and the projected land use in 2006 used in the SUMC analysis, and the 
horizon years (2010 for the CP/GUP EIR and 2025 for SUMC Project EIR).  The 
development allowed by the CP/GUP that has not been constructed is included as 
background growth in the SUMC Project EIR analysis.  Please refer to Master Response 3 
for a complete discussion on the background growth.   

CC5.11 The commentor asks if the Village Concept Alternative would displace previously dedicated 
occupants, and thus shift trips from the previously dedicated occupants elsewhere.  The 
commentor asks several questions regarding housing occupancy under the Village Concept 
Alternative and the analysis of the Village Concept Alternative.  The CP/GUP allows up to 
3,018 units, but only requires that 2,420 of those units be constructed as a condition to full 
academic build out.  As there is no regulatory requirement to build 598 units, up to 598 
CP/GUP units have been identified by the City as excess units that could be the subject of a 
housing agreement if mutually agreed upon.  Stanford asserts that the units have been 
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“programmed” for other uses, but the CP/GUP does permit the units to be used for 
postdoctoral fellows and medical residents.   

 While the CP/GUP provides strict limits on non-residential development, including a 
specific development cap, it provides greater latitude for residential development.  The 
Framework section of the CP/GUP clarifies that additional housing is exempt from the 
development cap.  The Housing section of the CP/GUP also expressly provides that upon 
approval of the Santa Clara County Planning Commission and subject to further 
environmental assessment, additional housing beyond 3,018 units may be constructed.  
Read together, if the parties mutually agree, the housing can be used for hospital housing.   

 As stated on pages 5-34 through 5-35 of the Draft EIR, recommendations to dedicate the 
housing to SUMC employees would have some implications on the analysis in the CP/GUP 
EIR.  Specifically, the CP/GUP EIR transportation analysis applied trip generation rates 
specific to campus residents, including graduate students and post doctoral fellows.  
However, the trip rate of SUMC employee occupants of the housing, as proposed under the 
Village Concept Alternative, would differ from the trip generation rate for graduate 
students and post doctoral follows.  The change in the trip rate and the corresponding 
VMT, air quality, climate change, and noise emissions are also analyzed on pages 5-198 
through 5-210 of the Draft EIR.   

  In light of Stanford's assertion that the units have been "programmed" for other uses (see 
Letter 22), the trip generation and LOS analysis of the Village Concept Alternative has 
been revised since the publication of the Draft EIR.  For the revisions to the analysis, refer 
to Staff-Initiated Change 8, which assumes displacement of the campus population could 
occur if GUP housing were allocated to SUMC employees.  

CC5.12 The commentor asks if the pedestrian linkages in the Village Concept Alternative are 
included in the site plan.  As explained on pages 5-35 and 5-38 of the Draft EIR, and 
depicted in Figure 5-4 on page 5-36, the pedestrian linkages are included as part of the 
Village Concept Alternative.  However, offsite pedestrian linkages are not included in the 
site plan of the SUMC Project.  As such, the SUMC Project sponsors have offered to 
include pedestrian linkages as a component of the Development Agreement for the SUMC 
Project.  In addition, several of the pedestrian connection improvements would be 
implemented by Mitigation Measure TR-6.1, as presented in the Transportation section of 
the Draft EIR on pages 3.4-76 through 3.4-77. 

 The commentor also asks if certain features of the Village Concept Alternative could be 
applied to the final SUMC Project.  Please refer to Response CC5.7, above. 

CC5.13 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.  
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CC5.14 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC5.15 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC5.16 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC5.17 The commentor expresses opposition to No Project Alternatives A and B and Reduced 
Intensity Alternatives A and B.  Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6, an EIR must 
include a range of potentially feasible alternatives that attain most of the project objectives 
and reduce the significant and unavoidable impacts of the proposed project.  In addition, 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(e) requires the inclusion of a “no project” alternative in 
order to allow decisionmakers to compare the impacts of approving the proposed project 
with the impacts of not approving the proposed project.  Therefore, the SUMC Project 
Draft EIR analyzes seven alternatives, including two No Project and two Reduced Intensity 
Alternatives.  This comment concerns the merits of the SUMC Project alternatives.  Please 
refer to Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project and its alternatives. 

CC5.18 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC5.19 The commentor expresses support for the Tree Preservation Alternative.  Please refer to 
Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC5.20 The commentor expresses opposition to No Project Alternatives A and B and Reduced 
Intensity Alternatives A and B.  Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6, an EIR must 
include a range of potentially feasible alternatives that attain most of the project objectives 
and reduce the significant and unavoidable impacts of the proposed project.  In addition, 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(e) requires the inclusion of a “no project” alternative in 
order to allow decisionmakers to compare the impacts of approving the proposed project 
with the impacts of not approving the proposed project.  Therefore, the SUMC Project 
Draft EIR analyzes seven alternatives, including two No Project and two Reduced Intensity 
Alternatives.  This comment concerns the merits of the SUMC Project alternatives.  Please 
refer to Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project and its alternatives. 

CC5.21 The commentor expresses support for the LPCH hospital expansion.  Please refer to Master 
Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC5.22 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process.  
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CC5.23 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project and opposes the Reduced Intensity 
Alternatives.  Please refer to Master Response 9 for a discussion of project merit in the 
CEQA process.   

CC5.24 The commentor opposes the demolition of the Stone Building complex and supports the 
Historic Preservation Alternative.  Please refer to Master Response 9 regarding the merits 
of the SUMC Project and its alternatives.  In addition, please refer to Master Response 8 
for the range of alternatives analyzed and considered in the approval process. 

 The commentor also states that the Stone Building complex merits serious consideration 
under CEQA and that demolition of the building would result in significant and unavoidable 
impacts.  This statement is consistent with the findings in the Draft EIR under Impact CR-1 
on pages 3.8-18 through 3.8-23.  As noted on page 3.8-21 through 3.8-22 of the Draft 
EIR, implementation of Mitigation Measures CR-1.2 through CR-1.4 would reduce the 
impacts from the loss of the Stone Building complex; however, the impact would remain 
significant and unavoidable due to the demolition of the buildings.  The analysis in the 
Cultural Resources section, Section 3.8 of the Draft EIR, uses the findings from the 
Architectural Resources Group (ARG) peer review to make this significance conclusion.  
Based on ARG’s findings that the Stone Building complex is eligible for listing on the 
California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR), the Stone Building complex is 
considered an historic resource. 

CC5.25 The commentor expresses support for the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 for a discussion of project merit in the CEQA process. 

CC5.26 The commentor expresses opposition to Reduced Intensity Alternatives A and B.  Per CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15126.6, an EIR must include a range of potentially feasible alternatives 
that attain most of the project objectives and reduce the significant and unavoidable impacts 
of the proposed project.  In addition, CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(e) requires the 
inclusion of a “no project” alternative in order to allow decisionmakers to compare the 
impacts of approving the proposed project with the impacts of not approving the proposed 
project.  Therefore, the SUMC Project Draft EIR analyzes seven alternatives, including 
two No Project and two Reduced Intensity Alternatives.  This comment concerns the merits 
of the SUMC Project alternatives.  Please refer to Master Response 9 regarding the merits 
of the SUMC Project and its alternatives. 

CC5.27 The commentor states that residents would be exposed to higher levels of pollution due to 
increased traffic at certain intersections.  The air quality impacts around congested 
intersections are primarily related to localized emissions of carbon monoxide (CO).  
Localized CO emissions were evaluated starting on page 3.5-20 of the Draft EIR.  The 
Draft EIR analyzed six intersections in the City that represented either the intersections 
with the worst congestion or the congested intersections that would have the greatest 
increase in congestion related to the proposed project traffic.  All of these intersections 
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would have CO concentrations far below the Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
(BAAQMD) thresholds.  As also noted in the Draft EIR, CO standards in the Bay Area 
have not been exceeded for almost 20 years and the CO background levels as measured at 
the Bay Area monitoring stations are typically only a quarter to a third of the ambient 
standards, as such, traffic volumes would have to be very high to result in a local standard 
violations.  This is evident in the recently adopted update to the BAAQMD’s CEQA 
Guidelines.  The new guidelines provide a screening threshold of 40,000 vehicles per hour 
to determine when an intersection would have the potential to exceed the CO standards.  
All the intersections in Palo Alto, including the most heavily congested intersections, 
would have traffic volumes that are far below the 40,000 vehicles per hour screening 
threshold. 

CC5.28 The commentor supports Reduced Intensity Alternative A.  Please refer to Master Response 
9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project and its alternatives.   

 The commentor also suggests that the SUMC Project use Continuous Performance 
Improvement (CPI) technology to evaluate the need for expanding current facilities.  Please 
refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues.  The following is a 
description of the SUMC “performance improvements.”  Both the SUMC Hospital and the 
LPCH Hospital have dedicated “performance improvement” departments that are integral 
to in the development of the hospitals’ programmatic requirements.  These departments 
were fully engaged during the programming and planning process in order to optimize the 
square footage needs for the SUMC Project.  The Process Excellence Department is a 
branch of the SHC Hospital and the Performance Improvement Department is a branch of 
the LPCH Hospital.  As such, the SUMC Project would continue to use these departments 
that are dedicated to performance improvements.1 

CC5.29 The commentor requests better models than the ones displayed at the public hearings.  The 
SUMC Project sponsors displayed the existing 3-D models for the Main SUMC Site (the 
SHC and LPCH buildings) prior to the start of the City Council hearing on July 19, 2010.  
These 3-D models depicted the Tree Preservation Alternative, which is the SUMC Project 
sponsors’ preferred alternative.  The SUMC Project sponsors and City staff were available 
to answer questions during the viewing period.  Following the City Council hearing, the 
models were removed from the City Hall lobby since they are working models that are 
under development and subject to change.   

Although it is not anticipated that supplementary 3-D models will be provided for public 
viewing, other forms of visual images that depict the SUMC Project are available.  A 
computer simulation “fly through” of the site plans and visual simulations are available on 
the City website at: www.cityofpaloalto.org/sumc.  In addition, the Draft EIR provides 
several visual simulations of the SUMC Project, as included in Section 3.3, Visual Quality.  

                                              
1  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, November 1, 2010. 
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Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design and other 
non-CEQA issues.  

CC5.30 The commentor states that if any part of the County residential approval is used for the 
SUMC Project, then the CP/GUP would need to be amended to delete those housing units 
from counting towards entitlement for academic square footage.  Changes in occupancy of 
housing units at the Quarry Road sites would be subject to entitlements through Santa Clara 
County.  Please see Response CC5.11 above.   

CC5.31 The commentor states the legal arguments about TDM are misleading because they are not 
relevant.  Additionally, the comment notes that the SUMC Project sponsors have applied 
for a Development Agreement and therefore may include various types of development 
conditions including a TDM.  The Draft EIR includes an analysis of an enhanced TDM 
program. 

CC5.32 The commentor states that the list of significant trees is not adequate.  Impact BR-4 on 
pages 3.9-24 through 3.9-28 of the Draft EIR analyzes the impacts of the SUMC Project on 
Protected Trees.  The analysis in the Draft EIR concludes that the removal of Protected 
Trees would result in significant and unavoidable impacts, even with the implementation of 
mitigation measures.  Staff-Initiated Change 6 corrects the number of Protected Trees to be 
removed under the SUMC Project and the Tree Preservation Alternative and refines the 
mitigation measures presented in Section 3.9.   

CC5.33 The commentor questions the concept of right-sizing and whether patients would have to 
pay more for private rooms.  As described on page 2-44 of the Draft EIR, right-sizing 
refers to increasing floor area per inpatient bed or service without substantially increasing 
the number of patients or employees.  Approximately 34 percent of the building program 
under the SUMC Project would be attributable to right-sizing, and 66 percent would be 
attributable to increased operation.  The American Academy of Healthcare Architects 
recommends 100 percent single-bed rooms to ensure patient safety, privacy, and family-
centered care.  As such, all of the patient rooms at the SHC and LPCH hospitals would be 
single-occupancy.   

 The patient cost of occupying these private rooms is a financial issue.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

CC5.34 The commentor suggests that the SUMC Project sponsors pay in lieu payments for energy 
consumption.  As stated on pages 3.15-29 through 3.15-33 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC 
Project would have a less-than-significant impact on energy demand.  The SUMC Project 
would be an urban infill project that would not require the expansion of natural gas 
facilities and primarily would use existing utility facilities.  In addition, the SUMC Project 
would not significantly increase electricity and natural gas usage over existing conditions.  
The net increase of electricity use would be less than 5 percent of the City’s 2007 peak load 
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demand and also less than five percent of the City’s remaining peak load capacity.2  Based 
on the capacity of the natural gas facilities serving the SUMC Project, the net increase in 
peak natural gas demand would be minor.3  Additionally, as outlined on pages 3.15-30 
through 3.15-31 of the Draft EIR, the SUMC Project sponsors have included measures to 
reduce energy consumption associated with the SUMC Project operations beyond the levels 
otherwise required by Title 24 and OSHPD requirements.  As such, the SUMC Project 
would have less-than-significant impacts associated with energy consumption. 

 According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.4(a)(3), mitigation measures, such as the 
ones suggested by the commentor, are not required for impacts that are not found to be 
significant.  Therefore, since less-than-significant energy consumption impacts would occur 
under the SUMC Project, mitigation measures are not required under CEQA.  Please see 
Master Response 12 for further discussion of the purpose of the Development Agreement 
and the process for its adoption. 

CC5.35 The commentor states that the City Council has to look at the SUMC Project in light of 
Proposition 13, which limits property taxes in California.  Please refer to Master Response 
10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

CC5.36 The commentor states that the Marguerite shuttle should expand its service to early 
morning hours to provide service for employees that work the night shift.  Under Mitigation 
Measure TR 2.3, the SUMC Project sponsors would expand shuttle service as needed to 
accommodate increased ridership in connection with provision of the Caltrain GO Pass to 
existing and future employees. 

CC5.37 The commentor requests that affordable housing be provided as part of the SUMC Project.  
As indicated on page 3.13-14 of the Draft EIR, housing affordability is considered to be a 
socioeconomic issue.  Neither a shortfall of affordable units, increased demand for 
affordable housing, nor socioeconomic impacts due increased demand for affordable 
housing is considered to be a physical environmental impact.  Please see Master Response 
7 for a discussion of the SUMC Project’s indirect demand for affordable housing in Palo 
Alto.  

 In addition, as part of the SUMC Project, a Development Agreement would be approved if 
such an agreement could be mutually agreed upon.  One component of the Development 
Agreement between the City and the SUMC Project sponsors would be the payment of a 
housing in-lieu fee in the amount of $23.1 million, which is equivalent to what a 
commercial project would pay.  Refer to pages 2-27 through 2-28 in the Project 
Description of the Draft EIR for a full list of the Development Agreement terms. 

                                              
2  Jim Bujtor, Utilities Engineering Division, City of Palo Alto, electronic communication with PBS&J, June 4, 

2008. 
3  Greg Scoby, Senior Project Engineer, Utilities Department Water Gas Wastewater Engineering, 

communication with PBS&J, April 22, 2008. 
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 In addition, as an alternative to the SUMC Project, the Draft EIR discusses and analyzes 
the Village Concept Alternative, which would recommend affordable housing.  The 
housing would be provided at three sites within the vicinity of the SUMC Sites on Stanford 
lands and would be dedicated to SUMC employees.  For a description and analysis of the 
Village Concept Alternative, refer to Section 5 of the Draft EIR, Alternatives as well as 
Staff-Initiated Changes 4 and 8 and Master Response 8.   

CC5.38 The commentor questions the inconsistency between the number of Protected Trees to be 
retained or removed as outlined in the Draft EIR versus those outlined in the SUMC Project 
sponsors’ presentation.  Since the publication of the Draft EIR, the number of Protected 
Trees to be removed and retained has been corrected.  Refer to Staff-Initiated Change 6 for 
the corrected Protected Tree numbers. 

CC5.39 The commentor questions the tree removal procedures and associated mitigation measures 
under the Tree Preservation Alternative.  As discussed on page 5-153 in Section 5, 
Alternatives, Mitigation Measures BR-4.1 through BR-4.5 for the SUMC Project would 
apply to the Tree Preservation Alternative as well.  Since the publication of the Draft EIR, 
the mitigation measures regarding tree removal have been revised and further enhanced, as 
outlined in Staff-Initiated Change 6.  However, these measures would not be able to avoid 
the removal of up to 59 Protected Trees under the Tree Preservation Alternative.  
Therefore, even with the implementation of the mitigation measures, the Tree Preservation 
Alternative would result in a significant and unavoidable impact.  Mitigation Measure BR-
4.6, as presented for the SUMC Project, would not be required under the Tree 
Preservation Alternative because this alternative implements Mitigation Measure BR-4.6 in 
its site plan.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 6 for the corrected Protected Tree 
numbers and revisions to the mitigation measures. 

CC5.40 The commentor states that there are no mitigation measures for the demolition of the Stone 
Building complex.  Mitigation Measures CR-1.2 through CR-1.4 on pages 3.8-21 through 
3.8-22 of the Draft EIR would reduce impacts due to the loss of the Stone Building 
complex; however, the impact would remain significant and unavoidable. Mitigation 
Measure CR-1.2 would require HABS documentation with site-specific history, accurate 
mapping of all buildings, architecture descriptions, and photographic documentation.  As 
included in Mitigation Measure CR-1.3, all written and photographic documentation 
regarding the Stone Building complex would be submitted to applicable agencies.  In 
addition, CR-1.4 would require the SUMC Project sponsors to install interpretive displays 
within the SUMC Sites that provide information to visitors and residents regarding the 
history of the Stone Building complex.  Therefore, although the SUMC Project would 
require the demolition of the Stone Building complex, these mitigation measures would 
lessen the significant and unavoidable impact. 
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CC5.41 The commentor questions the design of the existing tunnel and the proposed Everett 
undercrossing connection under the Village Concept Alternative.  The Village Concept 
Alternative proposes to create several pedestrian linkages that would connect the SUMC 
Project with the Palo Alto Intermodal Transit Station (PAITS), the Stanford Shopping 
Center, and Downtown.  One of these linkages includes a new Class I shared-use bicycle 
and pedestrian path extending from the planned Everett undercrossing at Caltrain and El 
Camino Real.  As explained on pages 3.4-56 through 3.4-57 of the Draft EIR, the 
undercrossing would facilitate walking and bicycling from residential and commercial areas 
in north Palo Alto.  The Everett undercrossing could be constructed regardless of the 
implementation of the SUMC Project or Village Concept Alternative and is not considered 
part of the SUMC Project or Village Concept Alternative.  However, Mitigation Measure 
TR-2.2, as presented on page 3.4-67 of the Draft EIR, requires the SUMC Project 
sponsors to make a fair-share financial contribution towards the construction of the Everett 
Avenue and Middle Avenue undercrossings.  This mitigation measure would also be 
applicable to the Village Concept Alternative.  The existing undercrossing at University 
Avenue would still be operational in the future. 

 Although the SUMC Project sponsors are expected to contribute financially to the 
construction of the Everett undercrossing, the construction of the undercrossing is not 
included in the SUMC Project.  The path extension would be a short-term connection 
because of the anticipated construction in the area, which would provide a VTA bus 
driveway to El Camino Real.  The construction of the path is not meant to impede the 
development of this driveway.  In the long-term, there will be a path in this area.  At this 
point, the City does not know who will construct the Everett Tunnel and when it will be 
constructed. 

 Because the undercrossing is not included in the SUMC Project, the environmental impacts 
of the planned undercrossing would be subject to separate environmental review.  
Additional design details of the tunnels or the associated linkages are not available at this 
time.  The design and the fair-share costs of the pedestrian linkages under the Village 
Concept Alternative would be determined during the entitlement process.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues.  

CC5.42 The commentor asks if the pedestrian linkages under the Village Concept Alternative are 
included in the SUMC Project sponsors’ preferred alternative, which is the Tree 
Preservation Alternative.  The SUMC Project sponsors support several of the pedestrian 
linkages outlined in the Village Concept Alternative.  In addition, the SUMC Project 
sponsors have proposed complementary linkages to those in Section 5 of the Draft EIR.  
The additional linkages were included in the SUMC Project sponsors’ presentation at the 
hearing on July 26, 2010.  Although these linkages are not included in the SUMC Project 
as discussed in the Draft EIR, these linkages would likely be included in the final design of 
the SUMC Project.  However, none of the complementary linkages proposed by the SUMC 
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Project sponsors are expected to result in additional impacts over those analyzed under the 
Village Concept Alternative.  As such, no further analysis is warranted.  

CC5.43 The commentor questions the design of the pedestrian linkages at the Quarry Road/El 
Camino Real intersection under the Village Concept Alternative.  Currently, there are 
various options and development stages of linkages in and around the PAITS.  These 
linkages would be shared by bicyclists and pedestrians and would be implemented at 
different phases after the approval of the SUMC Project.  However, as explained in 
Response CC5.41, above, additional design details of the pedestrian linkages are not 
available at this time.  Section 5 of the Draft EIR, Alternatives, addresses the physical 
impacts of constructing the linkages under the Village Concept Alternative.  Please refer to 
Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-CEQA issues. 

CC5.44 The commentor questions the design of the pedestrian linkages along Quarry Road.  As 
explained in Response CC5.41, above, additional design details of the pedestrian linkages 
are not available at this time.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of non-
CEQA issues. 

CC5.45 The commentor requests clarification on the City’s ability to require the SUMC Project 
sponsors to implement a transportation demand management (TDM) program.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors have indicated previously that State law prohibits public agencies from 
requiring a mandatory TDM program. The City’s outside legal counsel, Jarvis, Fay, 
Doporto & Gibson, LLP, has provided a written response that indicates that the health and 
safety code section does not prohibit the City from imposing TDM through an exercise of 
its lease powers if the City were to so choose (see Appendix CC of this document).  As 
indicated in the response by Jarvis, Fay, Doporto & Gibson, LLP, as a charter city, the 
City has the power to require the SUMC Project sponsors to implement an employee trip 
reduction program to mitigate traffic congestion, despite the apparent prohibition in Section 
40117.9 of the Health and Safety Code (Section 40117.9).  Moreover, even if Section 
40117.9 applied to the City, it would not prohibit the City from refusing to amend its 
Comprehensive Plan and zoning ordinances to accommodate the SUMC Project based upon 
its adverse traffic, air quality, and climate change impacts.  Thus, the City could 
effectively and appropriately require the SUMC Project sponsors to agree to such 
mitigation before granting the SUMC Project sponsors the legislative approvals needed for 
the SUMC Project to go forward. 

CC5.46 The commentor states that the SUMC Project should include a comprehensive borderless 
Transportation Impact Analysis.  The request for a borderless traffic study can be 
undertaken through a process outside certification of the SUMC Project EIR.  The Study 
Area of the SUMC Project includes 71 intersections covering a reasonably large catchment 
with respect to the area of SUMC Project influence.  It is beyond the responsibility of the 
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SUMC Project to analyze and mitigate impacts other than those generated by the SUMC 
Project. 

CC5.47 The commentor requests clarification of the difference between Palo Alto and Menlo Park 
traffic analysis methodologies and how each satisfies CEQA.   The traffic analysis 
methodologies for each city are very similar and the approach to the analysis is nearly 
identical.  Each city requires that the existing transportation setting be established. The 
transportation setting describes existing traffic volumes, intersection geometrics, traffic 
control, transit facilities, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and other general aspects of the 
overall transportation system. The next step is to establish the future transportation system.  
The future conditions can be established in two ways.  For projects that would be built in a 
relatively short time period, Menlo Park uses a list of approved or reasonably foreseeable 
projects and generates traffic from those projects. Menlo Park also uses an annual 
percentage increase in traffic where each traffic movement through an intersection is 
increased by an established percentage, such as 1 percent per year.  Palo Alto takes a 
different approach to establishing future conditions and uses its Travel Demand Forecasting 
Model to project future traffic.  The use of traffic projections from the City’s model were 
used for the SUMC Transportation Impact Analysis for both intersections within Palo Alto 
and for intersections outside of the City.  Each approach is acceptable for a CEQA 
analysis.   

 The next step in the process is developing traffic projections from the SUMC Project itself 
and assigning these trips to the transportation network to determine if impacts would occur.  
Both cities conduct this step in an identical manner.  The final step is to assess the traffic 
impacts to determine if established thresholds have been exceeded resulting in a significant 
impact.  Each city can establish its own thresholds of significance.  The City of Palo Alto’s 
thresholds are documented on page 3.4-31 of the Draft EIR; the City of Menlo Park’s 
thresholds are documented on page 3.4-32 of the Draft EIR.  Menlo Park has more 
rigorous standards of significance in terms of intersection impacts and impacts on arterial, 
collector, and local streets than does Palo Alto.   

CC5.48 The commentor asks if contiguous projects were considered in the Draft EIR.  Contiguous 
projects (ones that are immediately adjacent to the SUMC Sites) include development at 
777 Welch Road and development allowed under the CP/GUP.  These projects are 
considered in the cumulative analysis of the Draft EIR, where appropriate.  As explained 
on page 3.1-2 of the Draft EIR, after providing the impact from the SUMC Project for 
each topic in Section 3 of the Draft EIR, the analysis provides a discussion of impacts from 
cumulative development.  Cumulative development includes the incremental impact of the 
SUMC Project plus other closely related present and reasonably foreseeable probable 
future projects.  Cumulative impacts refer to “two or more individual effects which, when 
considered together, are considerable or which compound or increase other environmental 
effects” (CEQA Guidelines Section 15355).  Please refer to Appendix B of the Draft EIR 
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for the cumulative projects within Palo Alto and the two projects contiguous to the SUMC 
Sites.   

 In addition, Master Response 4 includes an updated and expanded list of the potential 
development under the CP/GUP and discusses the associated construction-period traffic 
impacts.  No other changes to the cumulative analysis are triggered by the updated 
CP/GUP construction list.   

CC5.49 The commentor questions the restoration plans for the Hoover Pavilion.  The impacts from 
interior and exterior renovation of the Hoover Pavilion are discussed on pages 3.8-19 
through 3.8-20 of the Draft EIR.  ARG has provided additional review of the Hoover 
Pavilion (included as Appendix Y of this document) and concluded that the proposed 
alterations to this building would not significantly alter the physical characteristics that 
convey the building’s historical significance such that it would no longer be eligible for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the CRHR.  Therefore, 
the SUMC Project would not result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of 
this historical resource and the impact under CEQA would be less than significant.  
Additional information and review of the impacts to the Hoover Pavilion are included in 
Staff-Initiated Change 5.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 5 for more details. 

 In addition, the commentor asks if the State Historical Building Code was considered for 
the reuse of the Stone Building complex under the Historic Preservation Alternative.  The 
purpose of the California Building Code (CBC, section 3403.5), also known as the 
California Historical Building Code (CHBC), is “to provide regulations for the 
preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, relocation or reconstruction, of buildings or 
properties designated as qualified historical buildings or properties.”4  In addition, “A 
qualified historical building is defined as any building, group of buildings, district, site or 
object, which is listed by any level of government as having historic importance.”5  The 
SHC Hospital and the School of Medicine (SoM) are both aware of the provisions of the 
CHBC.  The CHBC does not create exceptions to OSHPD’s seismic safety requirements.  
Accordingly, the Stone Building complex cannot be reused as hospital facilities regardless 
of whether the buildings are historic structures as defined by the CHBC.  In addition, the 
CHBC does not change the programmatic needs of the SHC and SoM for seismically safe, 
efficient, state-of-the-art facilities and for meeting modern standards for air exchange, 
bench space, ratios of research to support space, and other factors identified in the SUMC 
Project sponsors’ analysis of reuse alternatives.  As such, the CHBC would not allow for 
the reuse of the Stone Building complex.  However, the CHBC will be implemented for 
renovation of the Hoover Pavilion.6    

                                              
4  CHBC, Part 8 of Title 24, Section 8-101.2. 
5  Office of Historic Preservation, “State Historical Building Code,” accessed at: http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/? 

page_id=21410, on October 21, 2010.  
6  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, November 1, 2010. 
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 The Historic Preservation Alternative was reviewed by the ARG and it was determined that 
the alternative would be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards.  The 
Secretary of Interior's Standards provide a standard guide to recommended treatments of 
historic properties.  As stated in Section 15064.5(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, “a project 
that follows the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing 
Historic Buildings or the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and 
Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings… shall be considered as mitigated to a 
level of less than a significant impact on the historical resource.”   

CC5.50 The commentor states that viewscapes at the Stanford West Apartments and Oak Creek 
Apartments should be included in the Draft EIR.  The Draft EIR includes visual simulations 
of the SUMC Project from five vantage points.  These vantage points were selected based 
on identified viewer locations or roadways, and on vantage points that were identified 
during the scoping process as areas of concern.  As described on pages 3.3-39 of the Draft 
EIR, these locations represent views from which the SUMC Project would be most visible 
and as such represent the worst-case impacts on views.   

 Figure 3.3-7 on page 3.3-25 of the Draft EIR provides a map of the five vantage points 
from which the visual simulations are depicted.  Figures 3.3-8 through 3.3-10 in Section 
3.3, Visual Quality, show views of the Main SUMC Site from visually sensitive locations.  
The alteration of public viewsheds and view corridors under the SUMC Project is analyzed 
under Impact VQ-3.  As explained, a change in view is considered adverse if the resulting 
development pattern demonstrably contravenes the vision for the City that is expressed in 
the Comprehensive Plan.  Due to building massing and vegetation that would remain under 
the SUMC Project, direct and unobstructed views of the site or the proposed buildings 
from other locations are not anticipated.  However, as shown in these figures, the SUMC 
Project buildings at the Main SUMC Site would be visible from Quarry Road/Vineyard 
Lane, Sand Hill Road/Pasteur Drive, and Sand Hill Road/Arboretum Road.  
Implementation of Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, which is presented on page 3.3-39 of the 
Draft EIR and would require adherence to the City’s Architectural Review process, would 
ensure that the visual impacts would be less than significant.  Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 
would reduce the impacts from all locations that would have views of the SUMC Project. 

 Views from the Stanford West Apartments are generally represented by Vantage Point 1, 
which depicts views of the Main SUMC Site looking south from Sand Hill Road and 
Pasteur Drive.  The Stanford West Apartments are located across the street from Vantage 
Point 1.  As stated on page 3.3-42 of the Draft EIR, the Stanford West Apartments have 
been determined to be visually sensitive.  These apartments would have limited, 
channelized views of the Main SUMC Site; however, no significant views of the foothills 
from the common open spaces are visible and, therefore, the SUMC Project would not 
obstruct views of the foothills from the Stanford West Apartments. 
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 The Oak Creek Apartments are located to the west of the SUMC Sites along Sand Hill 
Road.  Although views from this location are not specifically addressed in the Draft EIR, it 
is acknowledged on page 3.3-42 that views from a larger geographic context may be 
affected.  However, as explained above, the selected vantage points represent views from 
which the SUMC Project would be most visible and as such represent the worst-case 
impacts on views.  Therefore, no additional visual simulations need to be included for the 
Oak Creek Apartments.   

CC5.51 The commentor questions the impacts of the proposed medical office building and parking 
structure on the Hoover Pavilion.  The impacts of the new structures at the Hoover 
Pavilion Site on the Hoover Pavilion are discussed on pages 3.8-19 through 3.8-21 of the 
Draft EIR.  As explained above in Response CC5.49, ARG has provided additional review 
and concluded that the proposed alterations to Hoover Pavilion would not significantly alter 
the physical characteristics that convey the building’s historical significance such that it 
would no longer be eligible for inclusion in the NRHP and CRHR.  Please refer to Staff-
Initiated Change 5 for more details.  

CC5.52 The commentor asks whether the Draft EIR considers the impacts evaluated under the 
CP/GUP.  The purpose of this EIR is to disclose the environmental impacts of the SUMC 
Project.  As explained on page 3.2-7 of the Draft EIR, the CP/GUP for Stanford 
University, as approved by Santa Clara County, allows new development on the Stanford 
University campus.  The CP/GUP pertains only to land within unincorporated Santa Clara 
County, and does not include lands within the jurisdiction of the City of Palo Alto.  
Therefore, within the SUMC Project sites, the CP/GUP currently applies only to a small 
portion of the Main SUMC Site, which is the 0.75-acre parcel that would be annexed into 
City boundaries for expansion of the SoM facilities.  After annexation as part of the SUMC 
Project, the CP/GUP would no longer cover this 0.75-acre area.  Therefore, the CP/GUP 
and the SUMC Project are separate projects. 

 The Draft EIR for the SUMC Project considers CP/GUP development in three areas: 
cumulative, the 2025 Future Conditions in the transportation analysis, and the Village 
Concept Alternative.  As included on page 3.1-3 of the Draft EIR, the development 
allowed under the CP/GUP is considered throughout the Draft EIR in the cumulative 
analysis for several topics including, but not limited to, Visual Quality, Noise, Cultural 
Resources, Biological Resources, and Hazardous Materials.  The cumulative analysis 
considers past, current, and foreseeable future projects and their impacts combined with the 
SUMC Project.   

 In addition, the Transportation Impact Analysis includes the CP/GUP in its analysis.  As 
stated on page 3-1 of the Transportation Impact Analysis, Appendix C of the Draft EIR, 
the 2025 traffic volumes were obtained from the 2009 City of Palo Alto Travel Demand 
Forecasting Model.  This model was developed based on Santa Clara County regional VTA 
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forecasting model, with ABAG Projections 2005 of housing and employment data.  These 
models include the development proposed and approved under the CP/GUP in 2000.  As 
such, the 2025 Conditions in the transportation analysis (see Section 3.4, Transportation, of 
the Draft EIR) include trip generation that would result from full buildout of the CP/GUP.  
This 2025 Conditions traffic scenario is applied to the transportation and air quality 
analyses of the SUMC Project and its alternatives.   

 Third, the analysis of the Village Concept Alternative addresses the implications of this 
alternative on the analysis in the CP/GUP EIR, certified by the County of Santa Clara in 
December 2000.  As explained on pages 5-30 through 5-35 of the Draft EIR, the analysis 
of the Village Concept Alternative assumes that the two housing sites included in the 
CP/GUP would be used for SUMC employees.  However, the recommended terms 
(dedication of housing to SUMC Project employees and an accelerated construction 
timeline) would have some implications on the analysis in the Stanford CP/GUP EIR.  
These impacts are discussed in the analysis of the Village Concept Alternative on pages 
5-195 through 5-228, and under Staff-Initiated Change 8.  Therefore, the CP/GUP was 
considered when analyzing cumulative conditions and alternatives. 
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s.
  S

o 
to

da
y 

w
e 

ar
e 

fo
cu

si
ng

 o
n 

th
e 

V
is

ua
l Q

ua
lit

y 
C

ha
pt

er
 

as
 th

at
 is

 th
e 

ch
ap

te
r t

ha
t i

s 
m

os
t r

el
ev

an
t t

o 
th

e 
A

rc
hi

te
ct

ur
al

 R
ev

ie
w

 B
oa

rd
.  

N
ex

t w
ee

k 
w

e 
ar

e 
br

in
gi

ng
 th

e 
C

ul
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 C
ha

pt
er

 to
 th

e 
H

R
B

 fo
r a

 s
im

ila
r o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
 fo

r t
he

 H
R

B
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

 
co

m
m

en
ts

 o
n 

th
at

 c
ha

pt
er

.  
H

ow
ev

er
, b

ot
h 

of
 th

os
e 

m
ee

tin
gs

 a
re

 S
tu

dy
 S

es
si

on
 m

ee
tin

gs
.  

T
he

y 
ar

e 
no

t o
ff

ic
ia

l p
ub

lic
 h

ea
ri

ng
s.

  H
ow

ev
er

 w
e 

ar
e 

ta
ki

ng
 c

om
m

en
ts

 fr
om

 th
e 

B
oa

rd
 M

em
be

rs
 o

f b
ot

h 
bo

di
es

 to
 b

e 
co

ns
id

er
ed

.  
A

ft
er

 th
e 

pu
bl

ic
 re

vi
ew

 p
er

io
d 

w
e 

w
ill

 c
ol

le
ct

 a
ll 

of
 th

e 
co

m
m

en
ts

 to
ge

th
er

 
an

d 
re

sp
on

d 
to

 th
em

 in
 th

e 
Fi

na
l E

IR
.  

T
he

 D
ra

ft
 a

nd
 th

e 
Fi

na
l w

ill
 e

ve
nt

ua
lly

 g
o 

to
 th

e 
Pl

an
ni

ng
 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 a
nd

 C
ou

nc
il 

fo
r t

he
ir

 re
vi

ew
 a

nd
 h

op
ef

ul
ly

 c
er

tif
ic

at
io

n 
la

te
r o

n 
in

 th
e 

ye
ar

. 
 G

et
tin

g 
ba

ck
 to

 th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 th

is
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 m
ee

tin
g 

he
re

 o
f r

ev
ie

w
in

g 
th

e 
V

is
ua

l Q
ua

lit
y 

C
ha

pt
er

, 
w

ha
t w

e 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

te
lli

ng
 o

th
er

 B
oa

rd
s 

an
d 

C
om

m
is

si
on

s 
is

 th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

ac
ce

pt
in

g 
co

m
m

en
ts

 b
ut

 w
e 

ar
e 

no
t n

ec
es

sa
ri

ly
 m

ak
in

g 
co

m
m

en
ts

 o
n 

th
e 

m
er

its
 o

f t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 it
se

lf
.  

W
e 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
do

in
g 

th
at

 
th

ro
ug

h 
A

R
B

 m
ee

tin
gs

 fo
r t

he
 p

as
t f

ew
 y

ea
rs

.  
E

ss
en

tia
lly

 w
e 

ar
e 

fo
cu

si
ng

 o
n 

w
he

th
er

 o
r n

ot
 th

e 
E

IR
 

ad
eq

ua
te

ly
 a

na
ly

ze
s 

th
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

an
d 

th
e 

m
iti

ga
tio

ns
.  

So
 w

e 
w

ou
ld

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 li

ke
 y

ou
r c

om
m

en
ts

 o
n 

th
os

e 
as

 it
 re

la
te

s 
to

 th
e 

V
is

ua
l Q

ua
lit

y 
C

ha
pt

er
. 

 A
s 

yo
u 

re
ad

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

V
is

ua
l Q

ua
lit

y 
C

ha
pt

er
 a

nd
 w

ha
t i

s 
ki

nd
 o

f o
ut

lin
ed

 in
 th

e 
St

af
f R

ep
or

t o
f 

ho
w

 w
e 

ap
pr

oa
ch

ed
 lo

ok
in

g 
at

 V
is

ua
l Q

ua
lit

y,
 is

 th
at

 th
e 

C
ity

 h
as

 s
ig

ni
fi

ca
nc

e 
th

re
sh

ol
ds

 th
at

 w
e 

us
e 

to
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
si

gn
if

ic
an

ce
 o

n 
vi

su
al

 q
ua

lit
y.

  T
ho

se
 a

re
 o

ut
lin

ed
 o

n 
pa

ge
 2

 o
f t

he
 S

ta
ff

 R
ep

or
t. 

 J
us

t 
re

al
ly

 q
ui

ck
ly

 th
os

e 
si

gn
if

ic
an

ce
 th

re
sh

ol
ds

 a
re

 s
ub

st
an

tia
lly

 d
eg

ra
di

ng
 th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
vi

su
al

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 

or
 q

ua
lit

y 
of

 th
e 

si
te

 a
nd

 th
e 

su
rr

ou
nd

in
gs

; s
ig

ni
fi

ca
nt

ly
 a

lte
ri

ng
 p

ub
lic

 v
ie

w
sh

ed
s 

or
 v

ie
w

 c
or

ri
do

rs
 

or
 s

ce
ni

c 
re

so
ur

ce
s;

 re
qu

ir
e 

su
bs

ta
nt

ia
l t

ra
in

 m
od

if
ic

at
io

ns
; a

llo
w

 fo
r n

ew
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t t

ha
t w

ou
ld

 
vi

ol
at

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
po

lic
ie

s 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

vi
su

al
 re

so
ur

ce
s;

 c
re

at
in

g 
a 

ne
w

 s
ou

rc
e 

of
 

su
bs

ta
nt

ia
l l

ig
ht

 o
r g

la
re

 th
at

 w
ou

ld
 a

dv
er

se
ly

 a
ff

ec
t d

ay
 o

r n
ig

ht
tim

e 
vi

ew
s;

 o
r s

ub
st

an
tia

lly
 

sh
ad

ow
in

g 
pu

bl
ic

 o
pe

n 
sp

ac
es

.  
So

 th
e 

E
IR

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 d

oe
s 

an
 a

na
ly

si
s 

of
 e

ac
h 

of
 th

os
e 

si
gn

if
ic

an
ce

 
th

re
sh

ol
ds

 a
nd

 d
et

er
m

in
es

 if
 th

is
 p

ro
je

ct
 p

re
se

nt
s 

an
y 

im
pa

ct
s 

or
 w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
a 

si
gn

if
ic

an
t i

m
pa

ct
 o

n 
th

os
e 

si
gn

if
ic

an
ce

 th
re

sh
ol

ds
.  

 
 W

e 
fo

un
d 

th
at

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
a 

si
gn

if
ic

an
t i

m
pa

ct
 o

n 
m

ee
tin

g 
th

os
e 

si
gn

if
ic

an
ce

 th
re

sh
ol

ds
.  

T
he

re
fo

re
 w

e 
ha

ve
 p

ro
po

se
d 

m
iti

ga
tio

ns
 to

 re
du

ce
 th

os
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

to
 a

 le
ss

 th
an

 s
ig

ni
fi

ca
nt

 le
ve

l. 
 

T
ho

se
 a

re
 a

ls
o 

br
ie

fl
y 

ou
tli

ne
d 

in
 th

e 
St

af
f R

ep
or

t. 
 W

e 
ha

ve
 fo

un
d 

th
at

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
si

gn
if

ic
an

t i
m

pa
ct

s 
w

ith
 re

ga
rd

 to
 v

is
ua

l i
m

pa
ct

s 
du

ri
ng

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n,
 a

nd
 s

o 
th

er
ef

or
e 

th
er

e 
is

 a
 m

iti
ga

tio
n 

m
ea

su
re

 th
at

 
w

ou
ld

 re
qu

ir
e 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

m
an

ag
em

en
t p

la
ns

, a
nd

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
vi

su
al

 p
la

ns
 to

 m
ak

e 
su

re
 th

at
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
pe

ri
od

, a
 v

er
y 

le
ng

th
y 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

pe
ri

od
 u

p 
to

 2
02

5 
th

at
 th

e 
si

te
s 

m
in

im
iz

e 
th

ei
r 

lo
ok

 a
s 

a 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
si

te
.  

T
ha

t m
ig

ht
 b

e 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
us

e 
of

 fe
nc

es
 w

ith
 m

at
er

ia
ls

, w
ay

s 
w

he
re

 th
is

 is
 

go
in

g 
to

 b
e 

an
 a

ct
iv

el
y 

us
ed

 s
ite

 a
nd

 it
 is

 im
po

rt
an

t t
ha

t i
t d

oe
sn

’t
 lo

ok
 li

ke
 a

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
si

te
 to

 th
e 

gr
ea

te
st

 e
xt

en
t p

os
si

bl
e.

  S
o 

w
e 

fe
el

 th
at

 th
at

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
m

ea
su

re
 w

ou
ld

 re
du

ce
 th

at
 im

pa
ct

 to
 a

 le
ss

 
th

an
 s

ig
ni

fi
ca

nt
 le

ve
l. 

  
 T

he
 o

th
er

 im
pa

ct
s 

th
at

 w
e 

ha
ve

 fo
un

d,
 a

s 
ou

tli
ne

d 
in

 th
e 

St
af

f R
ep

or
t, 

in
cl

ud
e 

im
pe

rm
an

en
t 

de
di

ca
tio

n 
of

 v
is

ua
l c

ha
ra

ct
er

 p
os

t c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n;
 a

lte
rn

at
io

n 
of

 p
ub

lic
 v

ie
w

sh
ed

s;
 a

nd
 n

ew
 s

ou
rc

es
 o

f 
lig

ht
 a

nd
 g

la
re

.  
T

hi
s 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ex

pe
ct

ed
 in

 a
 p

ro
je

ct
 th

at
 is

 a
dd

in
g 

ov
er

 1
.3

 m
ill

io
n 

sq
ua

re
 fe

et
 o

f n
ew

 
fl

oo
r a

re
a 

an
d 

ne
w

 h
os

pi
ta

l t
ow

er
s 

th
at

 re
ac

h 
to

 1
30

 fe
et

 u
p 

to
 th

e 
pa

ra
pe

ts
 a

nd
 u

p 
to

 1
70

 fe
et

 w
ith

 

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

53
1



    
C

ity
 o

f P
al

o 
A

lto
 

 
P

ag
e 

3 
of

 9
 

m
ec

ha
ni

ca
l e

qu
ip

m
en

t, 
th

e 
he

lic
op

te
r l

an
di

ng
 p

ad
, a

nd
 s

uc
h.

  S
o 

it 
do

es
 m

ak
e 

se
ns

e 
th

at
 w

e 
w

ou
ld

 
ha

ve
 s

ig
ni

fi
ca

nt
 im

pa
ct

s 
as

 a
 re

su
lt 

of
 th

es
e 

bu
ild

in
gs

.  
H

ow
ev

er
, w

e 
fe

el
 th

at
 th

es
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

co
ul

d 
be

 
m

iti
ga

te
d 

to
 a

 le
ss

 th
an

 s
ig

ni
fi

ca
nt

 le
ve

l p
ri

m
ar

ily
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
ar

ch
ite

ct
ur

al
 re

vi
ew

 p
ro

ce
ss

.  
T

hi
s 

is
 

no
t r

ea
lly

 a
 n

ew
 m

iti
ga

tio
n.

  W
he

ne
ve

r w
e 

pr
od

uc
e 

ei
th

er
 M

iti
ga

te
d 

N
eg

at
iv

e 
D

ec
la

ra
tio

n 
or

 E
IR

s 
of

te
n 

w
e 

st
at

e 
th

at
 g

oi
ng

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

ex
te

ns
iv

e 
A

R
B

 p
ro

ce
ss

 th
at

 a
s 

lo
ng

 a
s 

th
e 

A
R

B
 c

an
 re

co
m

m
en

d 
th

at
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t i
s 

co
ns

is
te

nt
 w

ith
 th

e 
A

R
B

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
 o

f R
ev

ie
w

 th
en

 th
at

 re
vi

ew
 e

ss
en

tia
lly

 is
 th

e 
m

iti
ga

tio
n 

fo
r t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
.  

 
 So

 it
 is

 v
er

y 
im

po
rt

an
t a

s 
w

e 
br

in
g 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 b
ac

k 
to

 th
e 

A
R

B
 th

at
 it

 is
 v

er
y 

cl
ea

r h
ow

 th
es

e 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 a

re
 b

ei
ng

 c
on

si
st

en
t w

ith
 th

os
e 

16
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

 o
f R

ev
ie

w
.  

T
ho

se
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

 o
f R

ev
ie

w
 y

ou
 a

re
 

ve
ry

 fa
m

ili
ar

 w
ith

 th
em

 b
ut

 th
ey

 a
re

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 A

tta
ch

m
en

t C
 to

 th
e 

St
af

f R
ep

or
t. 

 A
 lo

t o
f w

ha
t t

he
 

St
an

da
rd

s 
of

 R
ev

ie
w

 lo
ok

 fo
r r

ea
lly

 is
 c

on
si

st
en

t w
ith

 th
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
be

en
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

in
 th

e 
E

nv
ir

on
m

en
ta

l I
m

pa
ct

 R
ep

or
t. 

 S
o 

th
us

 w
e 

fe
el

 th
at

 if
 th

e 
A

R
B

 c
an

 fi
nd

 th
at

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 a
re

 
co

ns
is

te
nt

 w
ith

 th
os

e 
fi

nd
in

gs
 th

at
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t i
m

pa
ct

s 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

m
iti

ga
te

d 
to

 a
 le

ss
 th

an
 s

ig
ni

fi
ca

nt
 

le
ve

l. 
 T

ha
t i

s 
re

al
ly

 th
e 

th
ru

st
 o

f t
he

 V
is

ua
l Q

ua
lit

y 
C

ha
pt

er
 it

se
lf

. 
 In

 a
dd

iti
on

 to
 m

ee
tin

g 
th

e 
A

R
B

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
 o

f R
ev

ie
w

 th
er

e 
is

 a
ls

o 
co

ns
is

te
nc

y 
w

ith
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n.
  W

ith
 re

ga
rd

 to
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
an

d 
vi

su
al

 q
ua

lit
y 

th
e 

C
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 

Pl
an

 h
as

 a
 n

um
be

r o
f p

ol
ic

ie
s 

ac
tu

al
ly

 th
at

 s
ta

te
 th

at
 p

ro
je

ct
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
gu

id
ed

 in
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t t

o 
re

sp
ec

t t
he

 v
ie

w
s 

of
 th

e 
fo

ot
hi

lls
.  

So
 a

s 
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 a
na

ly
si

s 
w

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
lo

ok
in

g 
to

 s
ee

 h
ow

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
ts

 a
ff

ec
t t

he
 v

ie
w

s 
of

 th
e 

fo
ot

hi
lls

, b
ot

h 
th

e 
Sa

nt
a 

C
ru

z 
M

ou
nt

ai
n 

fo
ot

hi
lls

 a
nd

 th
e 

E
as

t B
ay

 
fo

ot
hi

lls
, a

s 
w

el
l a

s 
ho

w
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 a

ff
ec

t t
he

 v
ie

w
 c

or
ri

do
rs

 d
ow

n 
sc

en
ic

 ro
ut

es
.  

So
 fo

r i
ns

ta
nc

e,
 

Sa
nd

 H
ill

 R
oa

d 
ha

s 
be

en
 d

es
ig

na
te

d 
as

 a
 s

ce
ni

c 
ro

ut
e 

an
d 

so
 w

e 
w

ou
ld

 w
an

t t
o 

lo
ok

 to
 s

ee
 h

ow
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 a

nd
 th

es
e 

ne
w

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
, e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 th
e 

to
w

er
s 

at
 1

30
 fe

et
, w

ou
ld

 b
e 

co
ns

is
te

nt
 w

ith
 th

e 
C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
po

lic
ie

s 
to

 g
ui

de
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t t

o 
re

sp
ec

t t
he

 fo
ot

hi
lls

.  
T

he
 C

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 P
la

n 
do

es
n’

t s
ta

te
 th

at
 y

ou
 c

an
no

t b
lo

ck
 th

e 
fo

ot
hi

lls
.  

It 
sa

ys
 g

ui
de

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t s
o 

it 
re

sp
ec

ts
 th

em
.  

So
 it

 
is

 a
 li

ttl
e 

bi
t o

f a
 d

an
ce

 to
 d

et
er

m
in

e 
ho

w
 th

at
 is

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 d

on
e.

  F
or

 u
s 

in
 tr

yi
ng

 to
 e

va
lu

at
e 

th
at

 w
e 

ha
ve

 a
 n

um
be

r o
f m

as
si

ng
 s

im
ul

at
io

ns
 th

at
 w

er
e 

ta
ke

n 
fr

om
 s

pe
ci

fi
c 

va
nt

ag
e 

po
in

ts
 th

at
 w

er
e 

ch
os

en
 

to
 h

op
ef

ul
ly

 b
es

t k
in

d 
of

 s
ho

w
 w

ha
t t

ho
se

 im
pa

ct
s 

on
 th

e 
fo

ot
hi

lls
 a

nd
 th

os
e 

vi
ew

 c
or

ri
do

rs
 w

ou
ld

 b
e.

  
B

as
ed

 u
po

n 
th

at
 a

na
ly

si
s 

w
e 

ha
ve

 c
om

e 
up

 w
ith

 th
e 

m
iti

ga
tio

ns
 th

at
 s

til
l w

e 
fe

el
 th

at
 a

rc
hi

te
ct

ur
al

 
re

vi
ew

 a
nd

 m
ee

tin
g 

th
e 

fi
nd

in
gs

 w
ou

ld
 c

on
st

itu
te

 re
du

ci
ng

 th
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

to
 a

 le
ss

 th
an

 s
ig

ni
fi

ca
nt

 le
ve

l. 
  

 T
ha

t i
s 

ju
st

 a
 v

er
y 

br
ie

f o
ve

rv
ie

w
 o

f t
he

 V
is

ua
l Q

ua
lit

y 
C

ha
pt

er
.  

It 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

no
te

d 
th

at
 v

is
ua

l q
ua

lit
y 

is
 a

ls
o 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
in

 o
th

er
 p

or
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 c
ha

pt
er

.  
T

he
 a

pp
lic

an
t, 

as
 y

ou
 k

no
w

, i
s 

pr
om

ot
in

g 
th

e 
T

re
e 

Pr
es

er
va

tio
n 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 a
 p

ro
je

ct
 a

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
th

at
 is

 a
ls

o 
an

al
yz

ed
 in

 th
e 

E
IR

.  
T

he
re

 a
re

 
vi

su
al

 q
ua

lit
y 

as
pe

ct
s 

to
 th

at
 T

re
e 

Pr
es

er
va

tio
n 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

th
at

 a
ff

ec
t t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
.  

It 
is

 n
ot

 a
 b

ig
 

ch
an

ge
 b

et
w

ee
n 

w
ha

t i
s 

an
al

yz
ed

 in
 th

e 
m

ai
n 

pa
rt

 o
f t

he
 E

IR
 v

er
su

s 
th

e 
T

re
e 

Pr
es

er
va

tio
n 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

in
 th

at
 th

e 
si

te
 p

la
n 

ha
s 

be
en

 c
om

pr
es

se
d 

sl
ig

ht
ly

, b
ui

ld
in

g 
m

as
se

s 
ha

ve
 c

ha
ng

ed
 a

 li
ttl

e 
bi

t, 
bu

t 
es

se
nt

ia
lly

 th
e 

to
w

er
s 

ar
e 

st
ill

 to
w

er
s.

  W
e 

ha
ve

 o
ne

 le
ss

 to
w

er
 o

n 
K

ap
la

n 
L

aw
n 

bu
t t

he
 to

w
er

s 
es

se
nt

ia
lly

 a
re

 1
30

 fe
et

 ta
ll 

in
 e

ss
en

tia
lly

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
lo

ca
tio

ns
.  

So
 th

er
e 

is
 a

 n
ot

 a
 b

ig
 d

if
fe

re
nc

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
m

ai
n 

pr
oj

ec
t a

nd
 th

e 
T

re
e 

Pr
es

er
va

tio
n 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

w
ith

 re
ga

rd
s 

to
 V

is
ua

l Q
ua

lit
y.

 
 W

ith
 re

ga
rd

 to
 h

ow
 w

e 
m

ig
ht

 re
ce

iv
e 

yo
ur

 c
om

m
en

ts
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 th
is

 is
 a

n 
op

po
rt

un
ity

 fo
r S

ta
ff

 to
 

re
ce

iv
e 

yo
ur

 o
ra

l c
om

m
en

ts
 o

n 
th

e 
V

is
ua

l Q
ua

lit
y 

C
ha

pt
er

.  
If

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
ha

d 
a 

ch
an

ce
 to

 re
ad

 a
ny

 
ot

he
r p

or
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 c
ha

pt
er

 w
e 

w
ill

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 ta

ke
 th

os
e 

as
 w

el
l. 

 T
he

re
 a

re
 a

ls
o 

op
po

rt
un

iti
es

 to
 

pr
ov

id
e 

w
ri

tte
n 

co
m

m
en

ts
.  

I k
no

w
 B

oa
rd

 M
em

be
r W

as
se

rm
an

 h
ad

 fo
rw

ar
de

d 
a 

fe
w

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 to

 m
e 
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th
at

 s
ee

m
ed

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 to
 b

e 
ad

dr
es

se
d 

du
ri

ng
 th

e 
Fi

na
l E

IR
 b

y 
ou

r e
nv

ir
on

m
en

ta
l c

on
su

lta
nt

.  
B

oa
rd

 M
em

be
rs

 a
re

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
d 

an
d 

m
ay

 a
ls

o 
su

bm
it 

th
ei

r w
ri

tte
n 

co
m

m
en

ts
 b

ef
or

e 
th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
e 

pu
bl

ic
 re

vi
ew

 p
er

io
d 

at
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 J
ul

y.
  A

no
th

er
 w

ay
 to

 it
 if

 y
ou

 fe
el

 li
ke

 th
e 

B
oa

rd
 w

an
ts

 to
 m

ak
e 

m
ay

be
 a

 c
on

si
st

en
t c

om
m

en
t i

s 
th

at
 w

ri
tte

n 
co

m
m

en
ts

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
fo

rw
ar

de
d 

to
 th

e 
C

ha
ir

, a
nd

 th
e 

C
ha

ir
 

an
d 

St
af

f c
ou

ld
 re

vi
ew

 th
os

e 
co

m
m

en
ts

 in
 to

ta
l a

nd
 p

re
pa

re
 a

 d
oc

um
en

t t
ha

t c
ou

ld
 b

e 
es

se
nt

ia
lly

 
re

vi
ew

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
B

oa
rd

 a
nd

/o
r s

ub
m

itt
ed

 to
 th

e 
E

IR
 c

on
su

lta
nt

 a
s 

ki
nd

 o
f a

 c
on

so
lid

at
io

n 
co

m
m

en
t 

fr
om

 th
e 

A
R

B
 it

se
lf

.  
So

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
a 

nu
m

be
r o

f w
ay

s 
th

at
 w

e 
ca

n 
ac

ce
pt

 c
om

m
en

ts
 a

nd
 th

e 
B

oa
rd

 m
ay

 
di

sc
us

s 
ho

w
 y

ou
 fe

el
 m

ig
ht

 b
e 

be
st

 to
 p

ro
vi

de
 c

om
m

en
ts

.  
If

 y
ou

 a
re

 c
on

fi
de

nt
 w

ith
 ju

st
 o

ra
l 

co
m

m
en

ts
 to

 u
s 

th
at

 is
 fi

ne
, i

nd
iv

id
ua

l c
om

m
en

ts
 a

re
 a

ls
o 

fi
ne

, a
nd

 if
 y

ou
 w

an
t t

o 
sp

ea
k 

as
 a

 g
ro

up
 in

 
a 

w
ri

tte
n 

fo
rm

at
 th

at
 is

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 a
s 

w
el

l. 
 S

o 
th

at
 c

on
cl

ud
es

 th
e 

St
af

f R
ep

or
t. 

 W
e 

do
n’

t h
av

e 
an

y 
of

 
ou

r E
IR

 c
on

su
lta

nt
s 

he
re

 w
ho

 p
re

pa
re

d 
th

e 
an

al
ys

is
, b

ut
 I 

ca
n 

tr
y 

to
 a

ns
w

er
 a

ny
 c

la
ri

fy
in

g 
qu

es
tio

ns
 

th
at

 y
ou

 m
ay

 h
av

e.
  O

th
er

 ty
pe

s 
of

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 w

ou
ld

 p
ro

ba
bl

y 
be

 b
es

t a
ns

w
er

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
R

es
po

ns
e 

to
 C

om
m

en
t p

er
io

d 
af

te
r t

he
 p

ub
lic

 re
vi

ew
 p

er
io

d.
  T

ha
nk

 y
ou

. 
 B

oa
rd

 M
em

be
r L

ew
:  

D
oe

s 
an

yb
od

y 
ha

ve
 a

ny
 q

ue
st

io
ns

? 
 B

oa
rd

 M
em

be
r W

as
se

rm
an

:  
Is

 th
is

 fr
ee

fo
rm

? 
 B

oa
rd

 M
em

be
r L

ew
:  

Y
es

, b
ec

au
se

 it
 is

 a
 S

tu
dy

 S
es

si
on

. 
 B

oa
rd

 M
em

be
r Y

ou
ng

:  
So

 th
is

 is
 a

n 
op

po
rt

un
ity

 fo
r d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
us

. 
 B

oa
rd

 M
em

be
r W

as
se

rm
an

:  
E

ve
ry

bo
dy

, I
 g

ue
ss

.  
O

ka
y.

  W
el

l, 
I h

ad
 a

n 
in

te
re

st
in

g 
ob

se
rv

at
io

n.
  O

n 
pa

ge
 4

 o
f t

he
 c

ha
pt

er
 th

at
 w

e 
go

t t
he

re
 h

as
 to

 b
e 

a 
m

is
ta

ke
 in

 th
e 

de
fi

ni
tio

n 
of

 s
tr

ee
t t

re
es

.  
In

 th
e 

fi
rs

t 
pa

ra
gr

ap
h 

it 
sa

ys
, P

al
o 

A
lto

 re
gu

la
te

s 
st

re
et

 tr
ee

s,
 w

hi
ch

 a
re

 tr
ee

s 
co

m
m

on
ly

 a
ch

ie
vi

ng
 te

n 
fe

et
 in

 
he

ig
ht

 a
nd

 c
ap

ab
le

 o
f b

ei
ng

 s
ha

pe
d 

an
d 

pr
un

ed
 to

 d
ev

el
op

 a
 b

ra
nc

h 
fr

ee
 tr

un
k 

at
 le

as
t n

in
e 

fe
et

 in
 

he
ig

ht
.  

T
he

re
 is

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 w

ro
ng

 th
er

e.
  T

ha
t i

s 
an

 u
m

br
el

la
.  

T
ha

t i
s 

no
t a

 tr
ee

.  
T

ha
t w

as
 ju

st
 s

or
t o

f 
a 

te
ch

ni
ca

l t
hi

ng
. 

 I t
ho

ug
ht

 th
at

 th
e 

pi
ct

ur
es

 in
 th

e 
ch

ap
te

r w
er

e 
ex

tr
em

el
y 

he
lp

fu
l. 

 H
ow

 a
ny

bo
dy

 c
ou

ld
 p

os
si

bl
y 

vi
su

al
iz

e 
th

os
e 

th
in

gs
 w

ith
ou

t s
om

e 
ki

nd
 o

f a
 m

oc
ku

p 
I h

av
e 

no
 id

ea
.  

O
f c

ou
rs

e 
it 

do
es

n’
t g

iv
e 

yo
u 

vi
ew

po
in

ts
 fr

om
 e

ve
ry

w
he

re
.  

Fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 I 
ha

ve
 a

 fr
ie

nd
 w

ho
 li

ve
s 

in
 th

e 
H

ya
tt 

an
d 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
vi

ew
s 

of
 H

oo
ve

r T
ow

er
 th

at
 m

ay
 o

r m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

pa
rt

ia
lly

 o
bs

tr
uc

te
d 

by
 th

is
 b

ui
ld

in
g.

  T
ha

t i
s 

no
t 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 a

 v
ie

w
 c

or
ri

do
r a

nd
 th

at
 is

 n
ot

 p
ar

t o
f t

hi
s 

th
in

g.
  S

o 
th

e 
on

e 
th

in
g 

th
at

 I 
th

ou
gh

t w
as

 re
al

ly
 

m
is

si
ng

 w
as

 a
 v

ie
w

 fr
om

 u
pp

er
 S

an
d 

H
ill

 R
oa

d 
ba

ck
 to

w
ar

d 
th

e 
ca

m
pu

s.
  I

 h
av

e 
be

en
 w

on
de

ri
ng

 
ab

ou
t t

ha
t s

in
ce

 th
is

 p
ro

je
ct

 w
as

 p
ro

po
se

d.
  P

eo
pl

e 
w

ho
 h

av
e 

th
es

e 
fa

bu
lo

us
 s

im
ul

at
io

n 
pr

og
ra

m
s 

sh
ou

ld
 g

en
er

at
e 

th
at

 I 
th

in
k,

 m
ay

be
 fr

om
 m

or
e 

th
an

 o
ne

 p
oi

nt
 o

r o
ne

 o
f t

ho
se

 fa
bu

lo
us

 fl
yb

ys
, a

 ro
ad

 
tr

ip
 d

ow
n 

Sa
nd

 H
ill

 R
oa

d 
an

d 
w

ha
t d

o 
yo

u 
se

e?
  W

he
n 

do
es

 it
 g

o 
aw

ay
? 

 T
ha

t k
in

d 
of

 th
in

g 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

re
al

ly
 h

el
pf

ul
. 

 B
oa

rd
 M

em
be

r L
ew

:  
Ju

di
th

, c
ou

ld
 y

ou
 c

la
ri

fy
? 

 W
he

n 
yo

u 
sa

y 
up

pe
r S

an
d 

H
ill

 d
o 

yo
u 

m
ea

n 
lik

e 
M

en
lo

 P
ar

k 
th

e 
hi

lly
 p

ar
t o

r a
re

 y
ou

 s
ay

in
g 

up
pe

r S
an

d 
H

ill
 in

 P
al

o 
A

lto
 m

ea
ni

ng
 li

ke
 O

ak
 C

re
ek

? 
 B

oa
rd

 M
em

be
r W

as
se

rm
an

:  
M

en
lo

 P
ar

k 
th

e 
hi

lly
 p

ar
t. 

 B
oa

rd
 M

em
be

r Y
ou

ng
:  

Li
ke

 fr
om

 2
80

. 

A
R
B
1.
1

A
R
B
1.
2

St
an

fo
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 M

ed
ic

al
 C

en
te

r 
Fa

ci
lit

ie
s 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t F
in

al
 E

IR
 —

  
O

ra
l C

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 R
es

po
ns

es
5-

53
2
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 B
oa

rd
 M

em
be

r W
as

se
rm

an
:  

Y
es

, b
ec

au
se

 fr
om

 O
ak

 C
re

ek
 y

ou
 a

re
 n

ot
 g

oi
ng

 to
 s

ee
 it

.  
It 

is
 a

ll 
co

ve
re

d 
in

 tr
ee

s.
  A

ls
o,

 th
e 

Sc
ho

ol
 o

f M
ed

ic
in

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 s

cr
ee

n 
th

at
 fo

r p
ar

t o
f t

he
 w

ay
.  

It 
is

 n
ot

 
un

til
 y

ou
 g

et
 to

 P
as

te
ur

 a
nd

 tu
rn

, s
o 

yo
u 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
to

 th
e 

sh
op

pi
ng

 c
en

te
r f

ro
m

 O
ak

 C
re

ek
 a

nd
 y

ou
 

tu
rn

 to
 th

e 
ri

gh
t a

nd
 y

ou
 lo

ok
 d

ow
n 

Pa
st

eu
r a

nd
 th

en
 y

ou
 w

ill
 s

ee
 s

tu
ff

.  
T

he
n 

yo
u 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
fo

rw
ar

d 
ag

ai
n 

an
d 

th
er

e 
is

 th
is

 s
cr

ee
ni

ng
 a

ga
in

.  
B

ut
 fr

om
 u

p 
th

e 
hi

ll,
 fr

om
 li

ke
 S

ha
ro

n 
H

ei
gh

ts
 a

nd
 th

os
e 

pl
ac

es
 a

s 
yo

u 
co

m
e 

do
w

n 
Sa

nd
 H

ill
 y

ou
 a

re
 g

oi
ng

 to
 s

ee
 s

om
et

hi
ng

.  
It 

m
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

m
uc

h 
bu

t i
t w

ou
ld

 
be

 n
ic

e 
to

 k
no

w
 w

ha
t i

t w
as

. 
 T

he
 o

th
er

 b
as

ic
al

ly
 tw

o 
th

in
gs

 th
at

 th
e 

ch
ap

te
r b

ro
ug

ht
 u

p 
to

 m
e 

th
at

 I 
ha

d 
no

t t
ho

ug
ht

 a
bo

ut
 b

ef
or

e 
th

at
 I 

th
in

k 
co

ul
d 

be
 re

al
ly

 im
po

rt
an

t a
re

 th
e 

lig
ht

in
g 

an
d 

re
fl

ec
tio

n 
is

su
es

.  
I a

m
 n

ot
 w

or
ri

ed
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

ex
te

ri
or

 li
gh

tin
g 

at
 n

ig
ht

 b
ec

au
se

 th
at

 is
 g

ro
un

d 
le

ve
l. 

 I 
am

 w
or

ri
ed

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
in

te
ri

or
 li

gh
tin

g 
an

d 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

 th
at

 is
 g

oi
ng

 to
 h

av
e 

on
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 th

e 
ap

ar
tm

en
ts

 a
t 1

10
0 

W
el

ch
.  

W
e 

ne
ve

r t
hi

nk
 a

bo
ut

 th
em

 
bu

t t
he

y 
ar

e 
th

er
e.

   
 T

he
 o

th
er

 th
in

g 
th

at
 I 

w
as

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 a

bo
ut

 is
 th

e 
su

n 
re

fl
ec

tio
ns

 o
ff

 th
e 

gl
as

s 
at

 lo
w

 a
ng

le
s.

  T
ha

t i
s 

ba
si

ca
lly

 a
 g

eo
m

et
ry

 a
nd

 o
pt

ic
s 

pr
ob

le
m

 th
at

 c
an

 b
e 

do
ne

 w
ith

 a
 p

ro
tr

ac
to

r. 
 Y

ou
 d

on
’t

 n
ee

d 
a 

ro
ck

et
 

sc
ie

nt
is

t t
o 

fi
gu

re
 th

at
 o

ne
 o

ut
.  

It 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

re
al

ly
 n

ic
e 

to
 k

no
w

 ju
st

 li
ke

 w
e 

ha
d 

th
e 

sh
ad

ow
 s

tu
di

es
, 

w
hi

ch
 I 

th
ou

gh
t w

er
e 

re
al

ly
 g

re
at

 b
ec

au
se

 th
e 

sh
ad

ow
 s

tu
di

es
 e

ss
en

tia
lly

 s
ay

 it
 d

oe
sn

’t
 a

ff
ec

t a
ny

th
in

g 
ou

ts
id

e 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t a
re

a.
  N

o 
sh

ad
ow

s 
ar

e 
ca

st
 o

ut
si

de
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t a
re

a 
so

 n
ot

 a
 p

ro
bl

em
.  

So
 I 

th
in

k 
th

e 
re

fl
ec

tio
n 

is
 a

 s
im

ila
r q

ue
st

io
n 

th
at

 c
ou

ld
 b

e 
ad

dr
es

se
d 

in
 a

 s
im

ila
r w

ay
.  

T
ha

t w
as

 p
re

tty
 m

uc
h 

al
l 

I h
ad

 h
er

e.
 

 I d
id

 h
av

e 
a 

re
sp

on
se

 to
 th

e 
te

m
po

ra
ry

 d
eg

ra
da

tio
n 

of
 v

is
ua

l c
ha

ra
ct

er
 d

ur
in

g 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n.
  T

o 
th

in
k 

th
at

 y
ou

 c
ou

ld
 m

ak
e 

th
at

 p
la

ce
 lo

ok
 li

ke
 a

 n
on

-c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
zo

ne
 re

m
in

de
d 

m
e 

ve
ry

 m
uc

h 
of

 W
in

ni
e 

th
e 

Po
oh

 w
ith

 h
is

 b
al

lo
on

 w
he

n 
he

 w
as

 tr
yi

ng
 to

 fo
ol

 th
e 

be
es

 in
to

 th
in

ki
ng

 h
e 

w
as

n’
t t

he
re

 b
y 

us
in

g 
a 

bl
ue

 b
al

lo
on

 a
nd

 p
re

te
nd

in
g 

he
 w

as
 a

 c
lo

ud
.  

Y
ou

 c
an

 p
ut

 u
p 

a 
sc

ri
m

, y
ou

 c
an

 m
ak

e 
a 

be
au

tif
ul

 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
fe

nc
e 

w
ith

 a
 m

ur
al

, b
ut

 to
 p

re
te

nd
 it

 is
 n

ot
 a

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
si

te
 is

 n
aï

ve
.  

So
 I 

th
in

k 
th

e 
le

ve
l o

f m
iti

ga
tio

n 
ha

s 
to

 b
e 

re
al

is
tic

 e
ve

n 
if

 it
 is

 a
 2

5-
ye

ar
 p

ro
je

ct
.  

It 
is

 n
ot

 2
5 

ye
ar

s 
al

l i
n 

on
e 

pl
ac

e 
it 

do
es

 m
ov

e 
ar

ou
nd

.  
W

ha
t d

o 
th

ey
 d

o 
in

 It
al

y?
  T

he
y 

ha
ng

 s
cr

im
s 

on
 th

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 w

hi
le

 th
ey

 a
re

 
w

or
ki

ng
 o

n 
th

em
.  

T
he

y 
do

n’
t p

re
te

nd
 th

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 a

re
n’

t t
he

re
.  

It 
is

 li
ke

 s
ay

in
g 

th
e 

to
w

er
s 

ar
e 

re
fl

ec
tiv

e,
 y

ou
 w

on
’t

 s
ee

 th
em

.  
G

iv
e 

m
e 

a 
br

ea
k.

  A
ny

w
ay

, t
ha

t i
s 

w
ha

t I
 h

av
e 

to
 s

ay
. 

 B
oa

rd
 M

em
be

r Y
ou

ng
:  

I t
hi

nk
 w

e 
ac

tu
al

ly
 s

ho
ul

d 
re

qu
es

t u
pd

at
ed

 im
ag

es
 fr

om
 th

e 
vi

ew
 c

or
ri

do
rs

 
w

ith
 th

e 
cu

rr
en

t b
ui

ld
in

g 
de

si
gn

s.
  T

he
re

 h
av

e 
be

en
 s

ig
ni

fi
ca

nt
 c

ha
ng

es
 to

 th
e 

ho
sp

ita
l. 

 I 
al

so
 th

in
k 

th
e 

H
oo

ve
r P

av
ili

on
 a

nd
 th

e 
m

ed
ic

al
 o

ff
ic

e 
bu

ild
in

g 
is

 a
 b

ig
 o

ne
 o

n 
th

at
 o

ne
.  

A
lth

ou
gh

 th
ey

 d
id

 
pr

es
en

t s
om

e 
vi

ew
 c

or
ri

do
r i

m
ag

es
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n 
I w

as
 le

ss
 e

nt
hu

si
as

tic
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

si
tin

g 
an

d 
th

e 
m

as
si

ng
 o

f t
he

 m
ed

ic
al

 o
ff

ic
e 

bu
ild

in
g.

 
 T

he
 re

fl
ec

tiv
ity

 a
t l

ow
 le

ve
ls

 a
nd

 in
to

 th
e 

re
si

de
nt

ia
l d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

 a
t 1

10
0 

W
el

ch
, I

 th
in

k 
yo

u 
ar

e 
sp

ot
-o

n.
  A

ll 
of

 th
es

e 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 h

av
e 

to
 m

e 
a 

fa
ir

ly
 h

ig
h 

le
ve

l o
f t

ra
ns

pa
re

nc
y 

an
d 

gl
as

s,
 s

or
ry

, L
uc

ile
 

Pa
ck

ar
d 

I t
hi

nk
 h

as
 d

on
e 

a 
m

uc
h 

be
tte

r j
ob

 a
t a

dd
re

ss
in

g 
th

at
.  

T
he

 m
ed

ic
al

 o
ff

ic
e 

bu
ild

in
g 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 to
 

H
oo

ve
r, 

th
e 

ho
sp

ita
l t

ow
er

s,
 a

nd
 to

 s
om

e 
ex

te
nt

 th
e 

FI
M

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
to

da
y 

I t
hi

nk
 th

er
e 

co
ul

d 
be

 a
 

hi
gh

er
 le

ve
l o

f s
op

hi
st

ic
at

io
n 

in
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 g
la

ss
.  

It
 is

 v
er

y 
m

uc
h 

a 
pl

ai
ne

r a
pp

ro
ac

h 
in

 m
an

y 
lo

ca
tio

ns
.  

I d
on

’t
 k

no
w

 if
 it

 is
 d

es
ig

n 
in

te
nt

 o
r b

ud
ge

t o
r t

he
y 

ha
ve

 n
ot

 g
ot

te
n 

to
 a

 fu
ll 

le
ve

l o
f 

de
ta

ili
ng

 b
ut

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
a 

lo
t o

f r
ea

lly
 fl

at
 p

la
ne

s 
fo

r l
ar

ge
 a

re
as

.  
T

he
y 

ar
e 

bi
g 

bu
ild

in
gs

, b
ut

 th
ey

 a
re
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bi
g 

bu
ild

in
gs

 th
at

 I 
th

in
k 

th
os

e 
th

re
e 

in
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 a
re

 s
til

l w
ai

tin
g 

fo
r t

ha
t n

ex
t l

ev
el

 o
f d

et
ai

l. 
 It

 is
 a

 
th

re
e-

di
m

en
si

on
al

 d
et

ai
l o

ff
 th

e 
pl

ai
ne

r-
ne

ss
 o

f t
he

 g
la

ss
 it

se
lf

.  
 

 T
he

 c
om

m
en

t a
bo

ut
 th

e 
re

al
is

tic
 c

on
st

ri
ct

io
n 

m
iti

ga
tio

n,
 s

o 
m

uc
h 

of
 it

 is
 ti

m
in

g 
of

 tr
uc

k 
ar

ri
va

l a
nd

 
de

pa
rt

ur
e,

 d
us

t c
on

tr
ol

, t
ra

sh
 c

on
tr

ol
, m

ak
in

g 
go

od
 n

ei
gh

bo
rs

 o
f t

he
 lo

ca
l o

cc
up

ie
d 

no
n-

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

ar
ea

s 
th

at
 th

e 
co

nt
ra

ct
or

 re
al

ly
 h

as
 to

 ta
ke

 th
e 

on
us

 o
f t

ha
t o

n.
  P

al
o 

A
lto

 h
as

 a
 v

er
y 

st
ri

ct
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

m
et

ho
do

lo
gy

 fo
r p

ol
lu

tio
n 

pr
ev

en
tio

n 
an

d 
fo

r r
un

of
f. 

 S
o 

m
an

y 
of

 th
e 

ne
w

 s
us

ta
in

ab
ili

ty
 re

qu
ir

em
en

ts
 

ad
dr

es
s 

tr
as

h 
an

d 
re

cy
cl

in
g 

th
at

 I 
th

in
k 

w
e 

ha
ve

 th
e 

po
lic

ie
s 

in
 p

la
ce

 it
 is

 ju
st

 a
 q

ue
st

io
n 

of
 le

ve
ls

 o
f 

im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n.
  Y

ou
 a

re
 ri

gh
t, 

yo
u 

ca
n’

t p
re

te
nd

 it
 is

 n
ot

 e
xi

st
in

g 
bu

t y
ou

 c
an

 tr
ea

t i
t i

n 
a 

m
or

e 
pr

of
es

si
on

al
 m

an
ne

r. 
 W

ha
t w

as
 th

e 
ot

he
r o

ne
? 

 T
he

 p
er

m
an

en
t d

eg
ra

da
tio

n 
of

 v
is

ua
l c

ha
ra

ct
er

 p
os

t-
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n.
  T

hr
ou

gh
 

th
e 

co
nt

in
ue

d 
ev

ol
ut

io
n 

of
 th

e 
el

ev
at

io
ns

 in
 th

e 
is

su
es

 th
at

 w
e 

ha
ve

 ju
st

 b
ee

n 
ta

lk
in

g 
ab

ou
t, 

th
e 

vi
ew

sh
ed

 is
su

es
, t

he
 p

ub
lic

 c
or

ri
do

r i
ss

ue
s,

 a
nd

 c
on

tin
ue

d 
in

te
ra

ct
io

n 
w

ith
 th

e 
A

R
B

 re
ga

rd
in

g 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f t

he
 e

le
va

tio
ns

 a
nd

 h
ow

 th
ey

 a
re

 h
um

an
iz

ed
 a

nd
 s

ca
le

d 
– 

th
ey

 a
re

 h
ug

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
 

re
la

tiv
e 

to
 th

e 
Pa

lo
 A

lto
 la

nd
sc

ap
e.

  T
he

 c
on

tin
ue

d 
di

al
og

ue
 fr

om
 th

is
 g

ro
up

 w
ith

 th
e 

di
ff

er
en

t 
ap

pl
ic

an
t a

rc
hi

te
ct

s,
 a

nd
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 te
am

s 
I t

hi
nk

 is
 a

 v
er

y 
cr

iti
ca

l p
ar

t o
f t

ha
t. 

 W
e 

ju
st

 h
av

e 
to

 
m

ai
nt

ai
n 

th
at

 h
ig

h 
le

ve
l o

f d
is

cu
ss

io
n 

w
ith

 th
em

. 
 M

r. 
T

ur
ne

r :
  B

oa
rd

 M
em

be
r Y

ou
ng

, I
 w

ou
ld

 a
gr

ee
 w

ith
 y

ou
 a

nd
 I 

th
in

k 
I n

eg
le

ct
ed

 in
 m

y 
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n 
to

 s
ta

te
 th

at
 a

lth
ou

gh
 th

is
 is

 a
 D

ra
ft

 d
oc

um
en

t t
he

 m
iti

ga
tio

ns
 th

at
 w

e 
ar

e 
pr

op
os

in
g 

in
 

te
rm

s 
of

 th
e 

ar
ch

ite
ct

ur
al

 re
vi

ew
 p

ro
ce

ss
 is

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 th

at
 w

e 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

do
in

g 
fo

r t
he

 p
as

t t
w

o 
ye

ar
s.

  
I w

ou
ld

 s
ay

 th
at

 fr
om

 S
ta

ff
’s

 o
pi

ni
on

 it
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

a 
su

cc
es

sf
ul

 p
ro

gr
es

si
on

 o
f r

ev
ie

w
 d

ur
in

g 
th

os
e 

tw
o 

ye
ar

s,
 a

nd
 a

 g
oo

d 
ev

ol
ut

io
n 

of
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t t
o 

tr
y 

to
 a

dd
re

ss
 s

om
e 

of
 th

es
e 

is
su

es
 d

ur
in

g 
th

is
 

pr
el

im
in

ar
y 

re
vi

ew
 a

nd
 s

tu
dy

 s
es

si
on

 p
ha

se
.  

T
he

 T
re

e 
Pr

es
er

va
tio

n 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
is

 a
 p

er
fe

ct
 e

xa
m

pl
e 

of
 h

ow
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t w
as

 m
od

if
ie

d 
ba

se
d 

up
on

 th
e 

re
vi

ew
 th

at
 th

e 
A

R
B

 h
as

 g
iv

en
, b

as
ed

 u
po

n 
th

e 
re

vi
ew

 o
f t

re
es

 th
ro

ug
h 

ou
r C

ity
 A

rb
or

is
t, 

an
d 

it 
ha

s 
re

su
lte

d 
in

 s
om

e 
pr

et
ty

 s
ig

ni
fi

ca
nt

 c
ha

ng
es

 to
 th

e 
ov

er
al

l s
ite

 p
la

n 
th

at
 I 

th
in

k 
ar

e 
be

ne
fi

ci
al

.  
So

 I 
th

in
k 

th
e 

pr
oc

es
s 

th
at

 w
e 

ha
ve

 d
es

cr
ib

ed
 in

 th
e 

D
ra

ft
 

E
IR

 is
 a

ct
ua

lly
 w

or
ki

ng
.  

I t
hi

nk
 th

at
 is

 a
 g

oo
d 

si
gn

. 
 B

oa
rd

 M
em

be
r Y

ou
ng

:  
T

ha
t i

s 
ac

tu
al

ly
 a

 re
al

ly
 g

oo
d 

po
in

t b
ec

au
se

 L
uc

ile
 P

ac
ka

rd
 h

as
 c

on
tin

ue
d 

to
 

pu
sh

 th
e 

tr
ee

s 
an

d 
th

e 
la

nd
sc

ap
e.

  T
he

 la
st

 ti
m

e 
th

ey
 c

am
e 

ba
ck

 to
 u

s 
th

ey
 c

am
e 

ba
ck

 w
ith

 a
no

th
er

 
ga

rd
en

 a
nd

 m
or

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
n 

th
os

e.
  I

 th
in

k 
if

 w
e 

ca
n 

co
nt

in
ue

 th
at

 tr
en

d 
th

en
 w

e 
ar

e 
he

ad
ed

 in
 a

 
po

si
tiv

e 
di

re
ct

io
n.

  T
ha

t i
s 

al
l I

 h
av

e.
 

 B
oa

rd
 M

em
be

r M
al

on
e 

Pr
ic

ha
rd

:  
I w

ill
 b

e 
br

ie
f. 

 M
y 

ta
ke

 o
n 

th
is

 is
 e

xa
ct

ly
 w

ha
t t

he
 S

ta
ff

 h
as

 s
ai

d,
 

w
hi

ch
 is

 th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
th

ro
ug

h 
ve

ry
 c

ar
ef

ul
ly

 e
ve

ry
 p

ro
je

ct
 a

nd
 lo

ok
in

g 
at

 th
e 

vi
su

al
 a

sp
ec

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t. 
 S

o 
I f

ee
l t

ha
t t

he
 A

R
B

 re
vi

ew
 a

nd
 th

e 
fa

ct
 th

at
 w

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
go

in
g 

th
ro

ug
h 

ou
r f

in
di

ng
s 

ab
so

lu
te

ly
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
s 

th
at

 a
ny

 d
eg

ra
da

tio
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

m
iti

ga
te

d.
 

 B
oa

rd
 M

em
be

r L
ew

:  
St

ev
en

, c
ou

ld
 y

ou
 e

xp
la

in
 to

 m
e 

ho
w

 o
th

er
 ju

ri
sd

ic
tio

ns
 g

et
 in

co
rp

or
at

ed
 in

to
 

th
e 

pr
oc

es
s?

  S
ay

 li
ke

 J
ud

ith
 m

en
tio

ne
d 

M
en

lo
 P

ar
k 

vi
ew

 c
or

ri
do

r o
r s

ay
 in

te
rn

al
ly

 o
n 

th
e 

St
an

fo
rd

 
si

de
 if

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
St

an
fo

rd
 re

si
de

nt
s.

 
 M

r. 
T

ur
ne

r:
  W

el
l, 

th
is

 p
ro

je
ct

 is
 s

pe
ci

al
 n

ot
 o

nl
y 

be
ca

us
e 

of
 th

e 
am

ou
nt

 o
f d

ev
el

op
m

en
t b

ut
 it

s 
lo

ca
tio

n,
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 ri
gh

t a
lo

ng
 th

e 
bo

rd
er

 o
f P

al
o 

A
lto

 a
nd

 M
en

lo
 P

ar
k.

  S
o 

sp
ec

ia
l c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n 

fo
r 

A
R
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8

C
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A
R
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A
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nd

 R
ep
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m
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M
en

lo
 P

ar
k 

sp
ec

if
ic

al
ly

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
co

ns
id

er
ed

 th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l d

oc
um

en
t m

or
e 

sp
ec

if
ic

al
ly

 o
n 

th
e 

tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n 
an

d 
tr

af
fi

c 
im

pa
ct

s.
  I

f y
ou

 c
ho

os
e 

to
 re

ad
 th

at
 c

ha
pt

er
 y

ou
 w

ill
 s

ee
 

th
at

 w
e 

ha
ve

 s
tu

di
ed

 6
6 

in
te

rs
ec

tio
ns

, I
 th

in
k 

23
 o

f t
ho

se
 a

re
 in

 M
en

lo
 P

ar
k.

  S
o 

th
er

e 
w

as
 a

 
si

gn
if

ic
an

t a
na

ly
si

s 
to

 s
ho

w
 h

ow
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t w
ou

ld
 im

pa
ct

 tr
af

fi
c 

in
 M

en
lo

 P
ar

k.
  W

e 
ha

ve
 m

ad
e 

a 
nu

m
be

r o
f p

re
se

nt
at

io
ns

, m
os

t r
ec

en
tly

 a
bo

ut
 tw

o 
w

ee
ks

 a
go

 to
 M

en
lo

 P
ar

k 
C

ity
 C

ou
nc

il 
by

 b
ot

h 
th

e 
ap

pl
ic

an
t a

nd
 th

e 
St

af
f, 

to
 e

ss
en

tia
lly

 in
tr

od
uc

e 
th

os
e 

im
pa

ct
s 

to
 th

ei
r C

ou
nc

il,
 to

 te
ll 

th
em

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
la

te
st

 u
pd

at
es

 to
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t, 
an

d 
pr

oj
ec

t d
es

ig
n,

 to
 le

t t
he

m
 k

no
w

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
sc

he
du

le
, t

he
ir

 
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
 fo

r c
om

m
en

t, 
an

d 
w

ha
t o

ur
 in

te
nt

io
ns

 a
re

 f
or

 re
vi

ew
 fo

r t
he

 re
st

 o
f t

he
 y

ea
r. 

 W
e 

ha
ve

 
al

so
 re

ac
he

d 
ou

t t
o 

E
as

t P
al

o 
A

lto
.  

T
he

y 
ar

e 
no

t r
ea

lly
 m

or
e 

sp
ec

if
ic

al
ly

 a
ff

ec
te

d 
by

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t b

ut
 

th
ey

 a
re

 c
er
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ARB1. Architectural Review Board Hearing, July 1, 2010  

ARB1.1 The commentor states that the definition of a “street tree,” as provided in Section 3.3 of the 
Draft EIR, Visual Quality, is incorrect.  The definition of a street tree, which is included 
on page 3.3-4 of the Draft EIR, is consistent with the definition provided in the City of 
Palo Alto Municipal Code.  As defined by Municipal Code Chapter 8.04, Street Trees, 
Shrubs, and Plants, a street tree “means and includes any woody perennial plant having a 
single main axis or stem commonly achieving ten feet in height and capable of being 
shaped and pruned to develop a branch-free trunk at least nine feet in height.”   

ARB1.2 The commentor requests additional visual simulations from other viewpoints, including at 
the Hoover Pavilion and the western portion of the Sand Hill Road.  The Draft EIR 
includes visual simulations of the SUMC Project from five vantage points.  These vantage 
points were selected based on identified viewer locations or roadways, and on vantage 
points that were identified during the scoping process as areas of concern.  As described on 
pages 3.3-39 of the Draft EIR, these locations represent views from which the SUMC 
Project would be most visible and as such represent the worst-case impacts on views.   

 Figure 3.3-7 on page 3.3-25 of the Draft EIR provides a map of the five vantage points 
from which the visual simulations are depicted.  Figures 3.3-8 through 3.3-10 in Section 
3.3, Visual Quality, show views of the Main SUMC Site from visually sensitive locations.  
The alteration of public viewsheds and view corridors under the SUMC Project is analyzed 
under Impact VQ-3.  As explained, a change in view is considered adverse if the resulting 
development pattern demonstrably contravenes the vision for the City that is expressed in 
the Comprehensive Plan.  Due to building massing and vegetation that would remain under 
the SUMC Project, direct and unobstructed views of the SUMC Sites or the proposed 
buildings from other locations are not anticipated.  However, as shown in these figures, the 
SUMC Project buildings at the Main SUMC Site would be visible from Quarry 
Road/Vineyard Lane, Sand Hill Road/Pasteur Drive, and Sand Hill Road/Arboretum Road.  
Implementation of Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, which is presented on page 3.3-39 of the 
Draft EIR and would require adherence to the City’s Architectural Review process, would 
ensure that the visual impacts would be less than significant.  In addition, Mitigation 
Measure VQ-2.1 would reduce the impacts from all locations that would have views of the 
SUMC Project. 

 Although visual simulations are not included for the western portion of Sand Hill Road, a 
discussion of the visual impacts from this segment of Sand Hill Road is included on page 
3.3-40 of the Draft EIR.  As stated, the 130-foot-tall replacement SHC Hospital modules 
would be visible from this area of Sand Hill Road and could partially obstruct views of the 
East Bay hills.  The resulting views from the Sand Hill Road scenic route would be 
significant if the SUMC Project were not addressed properly through the City’s 
Architectural Review process. 
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 The Oak Creek area is to the west of the SUMC Sites along Sand Hill Road.  Although 
views from this location are not specifically addressed in the Draft EIR, it is acknowledged 
on page 3.3-42 that views from a larger geographic context may be affected.  However, as 
explained above, the selected vantage points represent views from which the SUMC Project 
would be most visible and as such represent the worst-case impacts on views.  Therefore, 
no additional visual simulations need to be added to the Draft EIR from the Oak Creek 
area.   

ARB1.3 The commentor is concerned with interior lighting of the buildings proposed under the 
SUMC Project and the impact that it would have on adjacent properties.  The SUMC 
Project would be required to adhere to Section 18.23.030 of the Palo Alto Municipal Code 
with respect to interior lighting.  As stated in Section 18.23.030, “Interior lighting shall be 
designed to minimize nighttime glow visible from and/or intruding into nearby properties 
and shall be shielded to eliminate glare and light spillover beyond the perimeter property 
line of the development Compliance with the Municipal Code would ensure that although 
interior lighting would be visible from adjacent properties, it would not be such that it 
would create a nuisance at those properties.  This would ensure a less-than-significant 
impact with respect to interior lighting.  

ARB1.4 The commentor expresses concern with light reflection from the buildings proposed under 
the SUMC Project and the impact that it would have on adjacent properties.  Light 
reflection is discussed in the Draft EIR under Impact VQ-5.  As stated on page 3.3-43, 
incorporation of new materials could include reflective surfaces that could emit glare that 
serves as a nuisance or hazard in surrounding uses and roads.  Pursuant to Section 
18.23.030 of the Municipal Code, facades with glazed and/or reflective materials are not 
allowed on buildings that face residential areas.  However, without Architectural Review of 
the building facades to ensure that appropriate surfaces are incorporated, reflective surfaces 
could result in a significant impact.  Implementation of Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, as 
presented on page 3.3-39 of the Draft EIR, would reduce glare impacts from the proposed 
buildings under the SUMC Project to less than significant.  Architectural Review, as 
required under Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, could require the use of uncoated, colored 
glass with a low solar reflectance rating in order to reduce glare impacts. 

ARB1.5 The commentor states that the mitigation measure for visual character during construction 
would not be reduce impacts because it is infeasible.  As stated on page 3.3-27 of the Draft 
EIR under Mitigation Measure VQ-1.1, “The intent of the [Construction Visual 
Improvement] plan is to aesthetically improve portions of the project site that would remain 
unimproved for an extended period and screen the construction zone from view by 
passersby along the public streets and sidewalks.”  As noted by the commentor, not all 
areas would be completely blocked from view; however, the SUMC Project sponsors are 
expected to install barriers, such as fencing materials, along public sidewalks and streets.  
These fences, along with the other visual improvements outlined in Mitigation Measure 
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VQ-1.1, would screen direct street views of the SUMC Sites during construction.  The 
specifics of the Construction Visual Improvements Plan would be developed and 
implemented by the SUMC Project contractor(s) and approved by the Planning Director.  
The City believes that construction area screening is feasible; therefore, no changes to the 
text are warranted.  

ARB1.6 The commentor requests new visuals based on the updated site plan from the SUMC Project 
sponsors.  As stated in Section 1 of this document, the SUMC Project as proposed in the 
application and described in the Draft EIR is the project that is analyzed in this Final EIR.  
The Tree Preservation Alternative, which is the SUMC Project sponsors’ preferred 
alternative, is still considered an alternative for the purposes of this CEQA review.  
Nonetheless, the majority of the visual simulations included in Section 3.3 of the Draft EIR 
(Figures 3.3-8, 3.3-10, and 3.3-11) would pertain to the SUMC Project as well as the Tree 
Preservation Alternative.  These visual simulations depict the Hoover Pavilion Site and the 
proposed LPCH building, which would have the same building program as the SUMC 
Project.  The only visual simulation that would be different, Figure 3.3-9, was regenerated 
to show the Tree Preservation Alternative and is included in Section 5, Alternatives, as 
Figure 5-6 on page 5-139 of the Draft EIR.  Figure 5-6 depicts the SHC Hospital building 
under the Tree Preservation, which would differ from the SHC Hospital building under the 
SUMC Project, with views looking south from Sand Hill Road and Pasteur Drive. 

 Although additional site plans for the Tree Preservation Alternative are not included in the 
Draft EIR, an analysis of the visual impacts and other site-layout impacts is provided in 
Section 5 of the Draft EIR.  If the Architectural Review Board (ARB) would like to see 
additional figures for the Tree Preservation Alternative, the SUMC Project sponsors can 
provide the most recent site plans and design figures upon request.  In addition, 
preliminary project plans are available to download at the City’s website.1   

ARB1.7 The commentor requests additional simulations at the Hoover Pavilion.  Please see 
Response ARB1.2, above, for an explanation of the visual simulations provided in the 
Draft EIR.  In addition, Figures 3.3-11 and 3.3-12 on pages 3.3-35 and 3.3-36, 
respectively, of the Draft EIR show views of the Hoover Pavilion Site from visually 
sensitive locations.  As shown in Figure 3.3-11, most of the Hoover Pavilion, including its 
frontage at the Quarry/Palo Road intersection, would still be visible from Quarry Road 
even after construction of the proposed medical office building.  In addition, it is important 
to note that although Hoover Pavilion is a visually distinctive structure, it is not a visually 
protected resource under the Comprehensive Plan.  Therefore, visual impacts to this 
structure would not be considered significant.  Nonetheless, additional visual simulations 
and site plans for the Hoover Pavilion Site are included in Appendix DD of this document. 

                                              
1  City of Palo Alto, Planning and Community Environment Department, “SUMC Project - Development 

Simulation & Architectural Design,” accessed on September 23, 2010 at: http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/ 
depts/pln/news/details.asp?NewsID=1596&TargetID=85. 
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ARB1.8 The commentor expresses concern with light reflection from the Hoover Pavilion medical 
office building, the SHC Hospital building, and the FIM buildings proposed under the 
SUMC Project and the impact that it would have on adjacent properties.  Refer to 
Response ARB1.4, above, for anti-reflection requirements to be implemented under the 
SUMC Project.  

 In addition, the commentor states that the exterior of several SUMC Project buildings 
should be redesigned with more detailing.  It is important to note that the SUMC Project is 
currently undergoing Architectural Review and the design details are not yet finalized.  
Nonetheless, changes to the exterior building design would not have additional impacts 
beyond those identified in the Draft EIR.  As such, this comment pertains to the design of 
the SUMC Project and does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or the SUMC 
Project’s compliance with CEQA.  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of 
SUMC Project design and other non-CEQA issues.    

ARB1.9 The commentor states that construction practices would adhere to the City of Palo Alto’s 
construction methodology for pollution prevention and runoff and that the construction 
mitigation should be more professional.  Mitigation measures to be implemented during the 
construction period are presented throughout the Draft EIR in the respective subsections of 
Section 3.  As discussed above in Response ARB1.5, Mitigation Measure VQ-1.1 would 
require a Construction Visual Improvement Plan to aesthetically improve portions of the 
SUMC Sites during construction.  The Draft EIR also requires the implementation of other 
construction-related mitigation measures, including measures to reduce transportation 
impacts during construction (Mitigation Measures TR-1.1 through TR-1.9); construction 
criteria air pollutant emissions (AQ-1.1 and AQ-1.2); construction noise impacts 
(Mitigation Measure NO-1.1); impacts to historic, archeological, and paleontological 
resources and human remains (CR-1.1 through CR-1.5, CR-2.1, CR-3.1, and CR-4.1); 
impacts on special-status species habitats and movements (BR-1.1 through BR-1.5 and BR-
3.1 through BR-3.2); impacts to Protected Trees (BR-4.1 through BR-4.6); impacts to 
groundwater quality during construction (HW-3.1); impacts related to hazardous materials 
disturbance during demolition and construction (HM-2.1); exposure to contaminated soils 
and/or groundwater during construction (HM-3.1 through HM-3.4); and impairment of 
emergency plans due to construction-period traffic (TR-9.1 and HM-10.1).  Although these 
mitigation measures are provided in full in the Draft EIR, several measures have been 
revised, as presented in Sections 3 and 6 of this document. 

 As explained on page 1-5 of the Draft EIR, if the City Council decides to approve the 
SUMC Project, then a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) must be 
adopted.  Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15097, an MMRP is a mechanism used for 
the monitoring and reporting of revisions to the project or conditions of approval that the 
public agency has required as mitigation measures to lessen or avoid significant 
environmental effects.  The City can conduct the reporting or monitoring, or it can delegate 
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the responsibilities to another public agency or private entity that accepts the delegation.  
Please refer to Master Response 11 for an additional description of the MMRP and the City 
process for deciding on the SUMC Project. 

 In addition to the mitigation measures outlined above, the SUMC Project would be 
required to adhere to all of the federal, State, and local regulations.  The regulations that 
would apply to the SUMC Project are presented throughout Section 3 of the Draft EIR 
under the subtopic Applicable Plans and Regulations.   

ARB1.10 The commentor requests continued dialogue with the SUMC Project sponsors’ architects 
and design team.  Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, presented on page 3.3-39 of the Draft EIR, 
is an ongoing measure that the City of Palo Alto has been implementing during the last two 
years.  The SUMC Project sponsors have refined the site plans and building designs to 
address the ARB comments and recommendations.  The Tree Preservation Alternative is an 
example of how the SUMC Project has been modified based on the review from ARB and 
the City’s Arborist, and has resulted in beneficial changes to the overall site plan.  
Therefore, the process that is described in Section 3.3 of the Draft EIR, Visual Quality, 
and mandated by Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, has been implemented over the past two 
years and would continue to be executed until the final SUMC Project site plans are 
approved.  Continued dialogue, as requested by the commentor, would be required through 
Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1. 

ARB1.11 The commentor supports Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 and states review by the ARB would 
ensure that visual degradation would be mitigated.  The comment supports the findings of 
the Draft EIR and no further response is necessary.  

ARB1.12 The commentor questions how neighboring jurisdictions are involved with the SUMC 
Project review.  The SUMC Sites are located in the City of Palo Alto and within close 
proximity to the border of the City of Menlo Park.  Therefore, the Draft EIR identifies 
potential impacts on Menlo Park, particularly transportation and traffic impacts, as 
explained in Section 3.4 of the Draft EIR, Transportation.  In addition to the impacts 
identified in the Draft EIR, the City of Palo Alto and the SUMC Project sponsors gave a 
presentation to the Menlo Park City Council during the public review period on June 22, 
2010.  This presentation to the City Council introduced the identified Menlo Park impacts 
from the Draft EIR, discussed the updates to the site plan and building design, addressed 
the schedule, and explained the procedure for submitting official comments.  The City of 
Palo Alto and the SUMC Project sponsors also presented the Draft EIR findings and the 
site plans to the City of East Palo Alto on July 13, 2010, although no specific impacts were 
identified in that jurisdiction.  In addition, City staff attended a hearing at the Town of 
Portola Valley on July 14, 2010 for informational purposes only and did not present Draft 
EIR findings.  The purpose of this meeting was for the Town Council to review the draft 
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comment letter that they submitted on the Draft EIR (see Letter 9 in Section 4, Written 
Comments and Responses, of this document). 

 In addition, the neighboring jurisdictions expressed their concerns via comment letters 
submitted to the City of Palo Alto.  The comments on the Draft EIR from East Palo Alto, 
Menlo Park, and Portola Valley are included in Letters 7, 8, and 9, respectively, in Section 
4 of this document.  Responses to these comments are provided in Section 4 of this 
document. 

ARB1.13 The commentor asks if the SUMC Project architect has any concern regarding visual 
quality.  According to the SUMC Project sponsors, all design considerations have been 
addressed.2  Please refer to Master Response 10 for a discussion of SUMC Project design 
and other non-CEQA issues.   

ARB1.14 The commentor is concerned about interior and exterior lighting.  Interior lighting is 
addressed in Response ARB1.3, above.  An analysis of the exterior lighting impacts under 
the SUMC Project is discussed in Impact VQ-5.  As stated on page 3.3-43 of the Draft EIR 
in the Visual Quality Section, additional exterior lighting features would be installed at the 
SUMC Sites.  The SUMC Project would be subject to Section 18.23.030 of the City of 
Palo Alto Municipal Code, which would preclude significant glare and off-site spillage.  A 
lighting plan for all exterior lighting under the SUMC Project would be developed per 
Section 18.23.030; however, without Architectural Review of the lighting plan to ensure 
appropriate levels of illumination, exterior lighting could result in a significant impact.  As 
outlined on page 3.3-39 of the Draft EIR, Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 would reduce 
exterior lighting impacts on adjacent properties to less than significant levels. 

ARB1.15 The commentor asks if the ARB will be able to see all of the design details before the 
SUMC Project comes up for development.  The preliminary review of the SUMC Project 
design and site plans provides an opportunity for the ARB to provide recommendations to 
the City and the SUMC Project sponsors in the planning stage.  Since the SUMC Project is 
still in the preliminary design stage, the details of the building design, landscaping, 
lighting, and other features are not yet complete.  However, as the SUMC Project is 
further developed, more details are likely to become available for the ARB to review. 

ARB1.16 The commentor expresses concern about the lighting at the proposed SHC Hospital 
building.  Refer to Response ARB1.3, above, regarding interior lighting impacts and 
requirements and Response ARB1.14, above, regarding exterior lighting impacts and 
requirements. 

                                              
2  David Lenox, University Architect, Stanford, Architectural Review Board Hearing, July 1, 2010. 
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ARB1.17 The commentor expresses concern about the glare from the proposed SHC Hospital 
building.  Refer to Response ARB1.4, above, for anti-reflection requirements to be 
implemented under the SUMC Project. 

ARB1.18 The commentor questions the overlap between the ARB and the Historic Resources Board 
(HRB).  This comment pertains to the review process of the EIR and the SUMC Project in 
general.  Please refer to Master Response 11 for a detailed description of the City’s review 
process and the roles of the ARB and the HRB. 
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es
 s

ec
tio

n 
[u

ni
nt

el
lig

ib
le

] 
sp

ec
if

ic
 p

ro
je

ct
 a

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
ca

lle
d 

th
e 

H
is

to
ri

ca
l P

re
se

rv
at

io
n 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e,

 w
hi

ch
 w

ou
ld

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 k

ee
p 

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

at
 it

s 
cu

rr
en

t l
oc

at
io

n 
an

d 
th

e 
re

st
 

of
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t w
ou

ld
 b

e 
re

du
ce

d 
in

 s
iz

e 
an

d 
si

te
 p

la
nn

in
g 

w
ou

ld
 c

ha
ng

e 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
th

e 
re

te
nt

io
n 

of
 t

he
 S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

g.
  

A
nd

 s
o 

w
e’

ve
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

lin
ks

 f
or

 y
ou

 r
eg

ar
di

ng
 t

he
 

H
is

to
ri

ca
l P

re
se

rv
at

io
n 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

  Y
ou

’r
e 

w
el

co
m

e 
to

 c
om

m
en

t o
n 

th
at

.  
 

 B
ut

 I 
w

an
te

d 
to

 fo
cu

s 
a 

lit
tle

 b
it 
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 th

e 
C

ul
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 c
ha

pt
er

 it
se

lf
, w

hi
ch

 is
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al
ly

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
di
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us

si
on

 c
ha

pt
er
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f 

cu
ltu

ra
l r

es
ou

rc
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 th

e 
D
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ft

 E
IR

, a
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 th
at
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 S
ec

tio
n 

3.
8.

  T
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 s
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tio
n 

is
 r

ea
lly

 b
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ed
 u

po
n 

th
e 

ap
pl

ic
an

t’
s 
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at

io
n 

in
 a

 r
ep

or
t t

itl
ed

 C
ul

tu
ra

l R
es

ou
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t S
ta

nf
or
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U

ni
ve

rs
ity
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ed

ic
al

 C
en

te
r 

R
en

ew
al

 a
nd

 R
ep

la
ce

m
en

t P
ro

je
ct

, a
nd

 th
at

 r
ep

or
t i

s 
co

nt
ai

ne
d 

in
 th

e 
St

af
f R

ep
or

t t
ha

t y
ou

 h
av

e 
to

da
y.

  T
he

re
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 a
ls

o 
a 

pe
er

 r
ev

ie
w

 o
f t

ha
t r

ep
or

t p
re

pa
re

d 
by

 S
ta

nf
or

d 
th

at
 w

as
 d

on
e 

by
 t

he
 C

ity
’s

 c
on

su
lta

nt
 A

rc
hi

te
ct

ur
al

 R
es

ou
rc

es
 G

ro
up

, 
an

d 
th

at
 p

ee
r 

re
vi

ew
 

re
po
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 i

s 
co

nt
ai

ne
d 

in
 A

tta
ch

m
en

t 
C

 t
o 

th
e 

St
af

f 
R

ep
or

t. 
 B

ut
 i

n 
te

rm
s 

of
 h

ow
 t

he
 E

IR
 l

oo
ks

 a
t 

cu
ltu

ra
l r

es
ou

rc
es

, o
ur

 a
na

ly
si

s 
is

 b
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ed
 u

po
n 

si
gn

if
ic

an
t t

hr
es

ho
ld

s 
th

at
 h

av
e 

be
en

 d
et

er
m

in
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

C
ity

 o
f P

al
o 

A
lto

 to
 h

el
p 

gu
id

e 
th

e 
an

al
ys

is
.  

 
 A

nd
 a

s 
in

di
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te
d 

on
 p

ag
e 

2 
of

 th
e 

St
af

f 
R

ep
or

t, 
it 

lis
ts

 th
e 

si
gn

if
ic

an
t t

hr
es

ho
ld

s 
th

at
 w

e 
us

ed
 to

 
ev

al
ua

te
 t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
. 

 I
’l

l 
ju

st
 g

o 
br

ie
fl

y 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

os
e.

  
T

he
y 

ar
e 

ca
us

e 
a 

su
bs

ta
nt

ia
l 

ad
ve

rs
e 

ef
fe

ct
 o

n 
a 

hi
st

or
ic

 r
es

ou
rc

e 
lis

te
d 

or
 e

lig
ib

le
 f

or
 a

 l
is

tin
g 

on
 t

he
 N

at
io

na
l 

an
d/

or
 C

al
if

or
ni

a 
R

eg
is

te
r, 

or
 l

is
te

d 
on

 t
he

 C
ity

’s
 h

is
to

ri
c 

in
ve

nt
or

y.
  

A
nd

 f
or

 t
hi

s 
pr

oj
ec

t, 
it’

s 
ce

rt
ai

nl
y 

H
oo

ve
r 

Pa
vi

lio
n 

an
d 

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

as
 t

he
 t

w
o 

pr
im

ar
y 

re
so

ur
ce

s.
  

A
ga

in
, 

th
os

e 
ar

e 
el

ig
ib

le
 f

or
 

N
at

io
na

l 
an

d 
C

al
if

or
ni

a 
R

eg
is

te
r 

bu
t 

ar
e 

no
t 

lis
te

d 
on

 t
he

 C
ity

’s
 h

is
to

ri
c 

in
ve

nt
or

y.
  

Se
co

nd
, 

el
im

in
at

io
n 

of
 i

m
po

rt
an

t 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f 
m

aj
or

 p
er

io
ds

 o
f 

C
al

if
or

ni
a 

hi
st

or
y 

or
 p

re
-h

is
to

ry
, 

ca
us

e 
da

m
ag

e 
to

 h
is

to
ri

c 
or

 u
ni

qu
e 

ar
ch

eo
lo

gi
ca

l 
re

so
ur

ce
, 

di
st

ur
b 

N
at

iv
e 

A
m

er
ic

an
 h

um
an

 r
em

ai
ns

, 
di

re
ct

ly
 o

r 
in

di
re

ct
ly

 d
es

tr
oy

 a
 u

ni
qu

e 
pa

le
on

to
lo

gi
ca

l 
re

so
ur

ce
 o

r 
ot

he
r 

un
iq

ue
 g

en
ea

lo
gi

ca
l 

fe
at

ur
e,

 o
r 

di
re

ct
ly

 o
r 

in
di

re
ct

ly
 d

es
tr

oy
 a

 l
oc

al
 c

ul
tu

ra
l 

re
so

ur
ce

 t
ha

t 
is

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
d 

by
 t

he
 C

ity
 

C
ou

nc
il 

re
so

lu
tio

n.
   

 So
, t

ha
t’

s 
re

al
ly

 th
e 

fr
am

ew
or

k 
of

 o
ur

 a
na

ly
si

s,
 a

nd
 b
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ed

 u
po

n 
th

at
 a

na
ly

si
s,

 w
e 

fi
nd

 th
at

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
a 

nu
m

be
r 

of
 s

ig
ni

fi
ca

nt
 im

pa
ct

s 
w

ith
 r

eg
ar

ds
 to

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t, 

m
os

t o
f 

w
hi

ch
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 
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de
d 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 
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e 

of
 m

iti
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tio
n 

m
ea

su
re

s.
  

So
, 

if
 w

e 
em

pl
oy

 c
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ta
in
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ga
tio

n 
m

ea
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s,
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si
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if
ic

an
t i

m
pa

ct
s 
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m
e 
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 th
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 s
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ni
fi

ca
nt

 im
pa

ct
s 
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e 

m
iti

ga
tio

n 
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s 
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en
 c
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pl

et
ed

.  
A

nd
 ty

pi
ca

lly
 m

os
t o

f 
th

e 
m

iti
ga

tio
n 

m
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s 
th

at
 c

an
 b

e 
re

du
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d 
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 le

ss
 th
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 s

ig
ni

fi
ca

nt
 le

ve
l 
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ve
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o 

do
 w

ith
 t

he
 i

m
pa

ct
s 

on
 p

re
hi

st
or

ic
 o

r 
ar

ch
eo

lo
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ca
l 
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 p
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eo

nt
ol

og
ic

al
 r

es
ou
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. 
 A

nd
 

th
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pi
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es

 o
f 
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iti

ga
tio

ns
 th

at
 w

e 
w

ou
ld

 f
in

d 
in

 m
an

y 
la

rg
er

 p
ro

je
ct

s 
in

 P
al

o 
A

lto
 a

nd
 

th
e 

re
gi

on
 –

 th
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e 
ar

e 
m

iti
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tio
n 

m
ea

su
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s 
th
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 w

ou
ld

 b
e 
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ir
ed

 d
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in
g 

co
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tio
n.

  S
ay

 th
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w

er
e 

co
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tr
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tin
g 

th
e 

pa
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in
g 
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ra
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nd
 t

he
y 
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 t
o 
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g 
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w

n 
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ep
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 e
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e 

up
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 l
ot

 o
f 

fi
ll,
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 c
ou

ld
 u
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er
 r
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ns
 o

r 
ot
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r 
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ur
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s 
or
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if
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, a
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 th

e 
m
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tio
ns

 s
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 to
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e 
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en
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vi
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n 
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 d
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l w

ith
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e 

di
sc
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  A
nd

 th
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m
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m
m
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iz
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n 
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e 
St

af
f 

R
ep

or
t 
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d 
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 i
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o 
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a 

lo
t 
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 d

et
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l 
of
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l 
R

es
ou
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es

 c
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er
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 H
ow

ev
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, t
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 s
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 u
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id
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le
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ng
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at
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n 

w
ith

 th
e 
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ic
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io
n 

m
iti

ga
tio

ns
 t

he
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tio
ns

 c
an

no
t 

re
du

ce
 t

he
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m
pa

ct
s 

to
 a

 l
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s 
th
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 s

ig
ni

fi
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nt
 l

ev
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, 
th

er
ef

or
e,

 r
em

ai
n 
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 s

ig
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fi
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nt
 a

nd
 u

na
vo

id
ab

le
.  

T
ho

se
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 o
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St
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f 

R
ep
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t, 

sa
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ng
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e 
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ou
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e 
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si

gn
if

ic
an

t a
nd

 u
na
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ab
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 im
pa
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 o

n 
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or
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 re
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ur
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s 

an
d 

w
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ld
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o 

a 
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m
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e 
im
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 o
n 
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ic
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es
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 I
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R
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R

B
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0 
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at
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n 
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 o
th

er
 d

et
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l 
if
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 d

o 
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st
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e 

it 
w
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l 
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t 
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nt
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lly
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m
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ng
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St
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e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

th
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e 
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 n
o 
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al

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
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 w

ou
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 b
e 

po
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le

 f
or
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ni
ng

 t
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t 
bu
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in

g 
an

d 
m

ai
nt

ai
ni

ng
 th
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ou
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e.

  S
o 

it 
is

 a
 s

ig
ni

fi
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nt
 a

nd
 u

na
vo

id
ab

le
 im

pa
ct

 in
 th

e 
de

m
ol
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 o
f 

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g.

  T
he

re
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 w
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s 

th
at

 r
ed
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e 

th
e 

im
pa
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, a

nd
 th

os
e 

ar
e 

su
m

m
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iz
ed

 th
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 b

ut
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ce
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ou

 r
em

ov
e 

th
at

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
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at
 r
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ou

rc
e 

is
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on
e 

an
d 

th
at

 c
an

no
t 

be
 m

iti
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te
d.

  
B

ut
 w

ha
t 

w
ou

ld
 n

ee
d 

to
 h

ap
pe

n 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 c
er

tif
y 

th
e 

E
IR

 a
nd

 th
e 

pr
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ec
t w

ou
ld

 b
e 

C
ou

nc
il 

w
ou

ld
 n

ee
d 

to
 

ad
op

t 
a 

st
at

em
en

t 
of

 o
ve

rr
id

in
g 

co
ns

id
er

at
io

ns
, 

w
hi

ch
 b
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ic

al
ly

 s
ta

te
s 

th
at

 e
ve

n 
th

ou
gh

 i
t 

is
 a

 
si

gn
if

ic
an

t a
nd

 u
na

vo
id

ab
le

 im
pa

ct
, t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 it

se
lf

 h
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 b
en

ef
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 to
 it

 th
at

 o
ut

w
ei

gh
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

s 
of

 th
e 

lo
ss

 o
f 

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g.

  T
he

 C
ity

 C
ou

nc
il 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
re

qu
ir

ed
 to

 m
ak

e 
th

os
e 

fi
nd

in
gs

 a
s 

pa
rt

 o
f t

he
ir

 fi
na

l a
pp

ro
va

l o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
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 In
 t

er
m

s 
of

 c
um

ul
at

iv
e 

re
so

ur
ce

s,
 t

he
 S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

g,
 I

 b
el

ie
ve

, 
is

 o
ne

 o
f 

fo
ur

 S
to

ne
 h

is
to

ri
c 

re
so

ur
ce

s 
in

 P
al

o 
A

lto
, a

nd
 b

y 
re

m
ov

in
g 

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g 

it 
w

ou
ld

 e
ss

en
tia

lly
 le

av
e 

on
ly

 o
ne

 
in

ta
ct

 S
to

ne
 B

ui
ld

in
g,

 w
hi

ch
 I

 b
el

ie
ve

 is
 th

e 
m

ai
n 

lib
ra

ry
.  

A
nd

 s
o,

 th
e 

ot
he

r 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

gs
 in

 
to

w
n 

ha
ve

 b
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n 
al

te
re

d 
to

 a
 s

ta
te

 w
he

re
 t

he
y 

co
ul

d 
no

 l
on

ge
r 

be
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
hi

st
or

ic
 r

es
ou

rc
es

.  
So

, 
by

 r
em

ov
al

 o
f 

th
e 

St
on

e 
B

ui
ld

in
g,

 i
t 

ha
s 

a 
cu

m
ul

at
iv

e 
im

pa
ct

 i
n 

sa
yi

ng
 t

ha
t 

no
w

 w
e 

ar
e 

m
ov

in
g 

on
e 

m
or

e 
St

on
e 

B
ui

ld
in

g,
 s

o 
on

ly
 o

ne
 S

to
ne

 B
ui

ld
in

g 
re

m
ai

ns
 t

ha
t 

ha
s 

th
e 

si
gn

if
ic

an
t 

im
pa

ct
 r

es
ou

rc
es

.  
T

he
re

fo
re

, w
e 

fo
un

d 
in

 o
ur

 a
na

ly
si

s 
th

at
 th

at
 w

ou
ld

 a
ls

o 
be

 a
 s

ig
ni

fi
ca

nt
 a

nd
 

un
av

oi
da

bl
e 

im
pa

ct
, c

um
ul

at
iv

el
y 

lo
ok

in
g 

at
 th

e 
St

on
e 

re
so

ur
ce

s.
  A

ga
in

, t
he

 E
IR

 g
oe

s 
in

to
 m

or
e 

de
ta

il 
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ou
t t

ho
se

 im
pa

ct
s.

 
 A

s 
I 

m
en

tio
ne

d 
be

fo
re
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e 
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e 
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nu

m
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r 
of

 c
on
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ru

ct
io

n 
m

iti
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n 

im
pa
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s 
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at

 h
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e 
to

 d
o 

w
ith

 v
ib
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n 
an

d 
pr

ot
ec

tin
g 

of
 H

oo
ve

r 
Pa

vi
lio

n 
du

ri
ng

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n,
 a

nd
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tio
n 

im
pa
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s 

w
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ld
 o
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 t
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H
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ve
r 

Pa
vi
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n,

 a
nd

 i
f 

th
ey
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re

 n
ot

 m
iti

ga
te

d 
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op
er

ly
 t

he
y 
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da

m
ag

e 
H

oo
ve

r P
av

ili
on

 a
nd

 w
e 

w
an

t t
o 

m
ak

e 
su

re
 th

at
 d

oe
s 

no
t h

ap
pe

n.
  T

ho
se

 a
re

 a
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de
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d 

in
 th

e 
E
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.  

 
 W
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t 

w
e 
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e 

lo
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in
g 
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r 

th
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R
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ay
 i

s 
to

 p
ro

vi
de

 t
he

ir
 c
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m
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C
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 c
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er
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w
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m
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f 
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 c
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e 
to

 r
ev

ie
w

 t
he

 
H
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A
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HRB1. Historic Resources Board Hearing, July 7, 2010  

HRB1.1 The commentor inquires about the other buildings in Palo Alto that were designed by E.D. 
Stone.  As explained on pages 3.8-26 through 3.8-27 of the Draft EIR, E.D. Stone 
designed three other buildings in Palo Alto, in addition to the Stone Building complex.  
These buildings include the Palo Alto Civic Center, the Palo Alto Main Library, and 
Mitchell Park Library.  The Palo Alto Civic Center and the Mitchell Park Library were 
evaluated by the Architectural Resources Group (ARG), a historic consultant for the City.  
In this evaluation, it was determined that both of these buildings lacked sufficient integrity 
to quality as historical resources.  However, the Palo Alto Main Library has been 
determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).   

 Projects have been proposed that would alter or demolish the other E.D. Stone buildings in 
the City.  Currently, plans call for the renovation and expansion of the Main Library, 
which could affect the historic integrity of the building.  In addition, due to the seismically 
unsafe conditions at the Palo Alto Civic Center, the freestanding part of the arcade would 
be removed and the City Police Department and Emergency Operations facilities would be 
relocated from this area of the building.  The third building, Mitchell Park Library, is 
proposed to be demolished since the existing facility is too small to house the demand of 
the expanding neighborhood.1  As stated on page 3.8-27 of the Draft EIR, the demolition of 
the Stone Building complex would have a cumulatively considerable significant and 
unavoidable impact due to the small body of E.D. Stone’s work present in the City that 
retains sufficient integrity to be eligible as historical resources.  Therefore, the conclusions 
in the Draft EIR are consistent with the commentor’s remarks.  

HRB1.2 The commentor expresses support that Dr. Jones is working on the archaeology portion of 
the report.  This comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR or the SUMC 
Project’s compliance with CEQA.  Accordingly, no further response is necessary. 

 The commentor also states that the Hoover Pavilion should be protected and that impacts 
from vibration should be limited.  Construction at the Hoover Pavilion Site under the 
SUMC Project could adversely impact the Hoover Pavilion.  As explained on page 3.8-21 
of the Draft EIR, SUMC Project construction activities, which would result in potential 
vibration, could damage the historic fabric of the Hoover Pavilion.  However, 
implementation of Mitigation Measures CR-1.1 and CR-1.5, as presented on pages 3.8-21 
and 3.8-23, respectively, of the Draft EIR, would reduce the impacts to less than 
significant.   

 Mitigation Measure CR-1.1 requires the structures proposed to be demolished under the 
SUMC Project to be manually demolished.  Mitigation Measure CR-1.5 requires the 

                                              
1  Dennis Backlund, City of Palo Alto Historic Preservation Planner, Historic Resources Board hearing, July 7, 

2010. 
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implementation of the Stanford Hoover Pavilion Protection Documents (Documents), as 
prepared by ARG.  Compliance with the Documents would lessen the potential construction 
impacts by providing specifications for the treatment and protection of the Hoover Pavilion 
including the installation of protective covering of certain exterior surfaces and the 
removal, cataloging, and storage of selective historic elements.  The Documents are based 
on the National Park Service and National Fire Protection Agency protection guidelines 
and include details on materials and methods of installation for the protective coverings to 
prevent damage from nearby demolition.  The removal of historic elements would ensure 
their protection of some of the more fragile elements from construction activities and 
property cataloging and storage of such elements would ensure their proper care and 
reinstallation.  Refer to Appendix J of the Draft EIR, Stanford Hoover Pavilion Protection 
Documents, for a complete list of specifications for the Hoover Pavilion. 

HRB1.3 The commentor expresses support for the Historic Preservation Alternative.  Please refer to 
Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project and its alternatives.  In 
addition, please refer to Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed and 
considered in the approval process.  

HRB1.4 The commentor asks if the Stone Building complex can be retrofitted to house a use other 
than a hospital.  The Historic Preservation Alternative, as presented in Section 5 of the 
Draft EIR, Alternatives, includes the retention of the Stone Building complex and the 
retrofit and reuse of the building for clinic and medical office, as well as the School of 
Medicine (SoM).  These uses would not require as extensive retrofits as for a hospital.  
Refer to Master Response 8 for additional information about variations on alternatives 
studied in the Draft EIR (including alternate uses for the existing Stone Building complex). 

HRB1.5 The commentor states that the Stone Building complex should not be demolished.  Please 
refer to Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project and its alternatives.  
In addition, please refer to Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed and 
considered in the approval process.  

HRB1.6 The commentor asks if portions of the Stone Building complex could be retained and 
incorporated into the architecture of the proposed SHC clinic/medical office building.  At 
this time, the SUMC Project sponsors do not anticipate using portions of the Stone Building 
complex façade in the design of the new buildings.  If any part of the Stone Building 
complex were retained, it would have to be physically separated from the remaining 
hospital buildings in order to comply with the requirements of OSHPD.  This would 
necessitate demolition of the 1973 Core Expansion Building and separation of utility 
systems.  In addition, any portion of the Stone Building complex that would remain in 
place would need to undergo substantial seismic retrofit work.  The buildings in the Stone 
Building complex do not meet current standards for fire separations, air exchange, and 
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ventilation.  Upgrading these systems would require duct work that would reduce available 
interior space, diminishing the functionality of the interior space.2 

 In addition to the functional obstacles, preservation of a portion of the Stone Building 
complex would not substantially reduce the effect on historic resources caused by 
demolishing the rest of the building complex.  CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b)(2) 
states that the significance of a historical resource is materially impaired when a project 
demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a 
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its inclusion in, or 
eligibility for, inclusion in the CRHR.  The primary façade of the Stone Building complex 
faces the main entry and its fountain plaza on Pasteur Drive.  Three sections of the Stone 
Building Complex are visible from the Pasteur entry:  the Boswell, Edwards, and West 
Pavilion buildings.  This represents about 1,050 linear feet of façade and the complex as a 
whole has approximately 3,000 linear feet of unobstructed façade.  Even if one of the 
buildings facing the front entry, the West Pavilion, were preserved and re-used, the Stone 
Building complex would no longer retain sufficient physical characteristics to justify its 
eligibility for the CRHR.   

 Re-use of the West Pavilion would preserve approximately 560 linear feet (18.6 percent) of 
the total façade for the Stone Building complex façade, only 325 feet (10.8 percent) of 
which would be visible from Pasteur Drive.  While retaining the West Pavilion would 
preserve some of the architectural features of the building, the scale and proportion would 
be severely compromised and, at less than 20 percent of the original complex and less than 
a third of the front façade, the surviving element would not retain enough integrity to 
qualify as a historic resource.  In addition, the West Pavilion displays some incompatible 
rooftop additions and lacks the interior courtyard that is one of the essential features of the 
Stone Building complex.3  Accordingly, preservation of the West Pavilion would not avoid 
or substantially lessen the significant effects of the SUMC Project and therefore is not 
required by CEQA.  

 However, Mitigation Measures CR-1.2 through CR-1.4, as presented on pages 3.8-22 
through 3.8-23 of the Draft EIR, would be required as part of the mitigation for the SUMC 
Project.  Mitigation Measure CR-1.2 would require HABS documentation with site-specific 
history, accurate mapping of all buildings, architecture descriptions, and photographic 
documentation.  As included in Mitigation Measure CR-1.3, all written and photographic 
documentation regarding the Stone Building complex would be submitted to applicable 
agencies.  In addition, Mitigation Measure CR-1.4 requires the SUMC Project sponsors to 
install interpretive displays within the SUMC Sites that provide information to visitors and 
residents regarding the history of the Stone Building complex.  The displays, signs, and/or 

                                              
2  Barbara Schussman, Bingham McCutchen LLP, Memorandum: “Historic Preservation Alternative,” 

November 12, 2008. 
3  Stanford University Medical Center, correspondence with PBS&J, October 12, 2010. 
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plaques would be installed in highly visible areas.  Therefore, although the SUMC Project 
would require the demolition of the Stone Building complex, these mitigation measures 
would lessen the significant and unavoidable impacts associated with the loss of this 
historic structure, but not to a less-than-significant level. 

HRB1.7 This comment concerns the merits of the SUMC Project alternatives.  Please refer to 
Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project and its alternatives.  In 
addition, please refer to Master Response 8 for the range of alternatives analyzed and 
considered in the approval process.  

HRB1.8 The commentor does not support the demolition of the Stone Building complex due to the 
cumulative loss of E.D. Stone buildings in the City of Palo Alto.  Please refer to Master 
Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project.  In addition, refer to Response 
HRB1.1, above, regarding the cumulative impacts on E.D. Stone buildings. 

HRB1.9 The commentor summarizes the HRB conclusions.  Please refer to Responses HRB1.1 
through HRB1.8, above. 

HRB1.10 The commentor supports the retention of the Hoover Pavilion under the SUMC Project.  
Please refer to Master Response 9 regarding the merits of the SUMC Project.   
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Section 6 
Revisions to the Draft EIR 

6.1 INTRODUCTION 

This section consists of text and graphics changes to the Draft EIR either as a result of comments or 
requests by City of Palo Alto staff to correct any inaccuracies.  These changes are made to revise or 
update information in the Draft EIR.  The revisions are organized by section according to their order in 
the Draft EIR.  The paragraphs with revisions are reproduced here as they appear in the Draft EIR, 
with new text underlined and deleted text denoted with strike through.   

6.2 CHANGES TO DRAFT EIR SUMMARY 

The following edit has been made to the fourth sentence of the second paragraph on page S-7 in the 
Summary section of the Draft EIR. 

A half 0.75-acre area at the northwest corner of the Main SUMC Site, just west of Pasteur Drive, 
is located in unincorporated Santa Clara County, and falls within the A-1 district in the County of 
Santa Clara Zoning Code.   

Draft EIR text on page S-10, second bullet, is revised as follows: 

 Annexation to Palo Alto of a 0.75-acre property within Santa Clara County jurisdiction, but 
within the City’s Urban Service Area, with a Major Institution/Special Facilities land use 
designation to be applied to this property. 

The following edit has been made to the first full paragraph under the subheader “Development 
Agreement” on page S-12 in the Summary section of the Draft EIR.  Please note that the terms that 
follow the below paragraph are those proposed by the SUMC Project sponsors; the City’s supplemental 
terms are provided separately. 

Development Agreement.  A Development Agreement would be approved as part of the SUMC 
Project if the terms of such an agreement could be mutually agreed upon.  The terms proposed by 
the City the SUMC Project sponsors and amended by the City to be included in the Development 
Agreement are as follows: 

The fourth bullet under the subheader “Other City Approvals” on pages S-13 to S-14 of the Draft EIR 
has been revised as follows: 

 Regulations in this district would include applicability, preservation, and exemptions for 
removal and replacement of Protected Trees.  The Hospital District would create a 
procedure to permit the removal or relocation of approximately 48 Protected Trees while 
preserving approximately 23 Protected Trees trees that are considered both biologically and 
aesthetically significant tree resources.  The existing Protected Trees that are considered 
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both biologically and aesthetically significant tree resources are discussed in more detail in 
Section 3.9, Biological Resources, and Section 5, Alternatives.  The Hospital District 
ordinance would include provisions for an applicable timeline (development vs. non-
development) and for specific Protected Tree retention and preservation through 
development standards and regulations.  Some Protected Trees that qualified for exemption 
to the regulations could be removed, providing that they are replaced per the City Tree 
Technical Manual (TTM) standards (TTM, Section 3.00).  In addition, the Hospital 
District ordinance would require a minor amendment to the Tree Ordinance (PAMC 8.10) 
to recognize and cross-reference with the Hospital District ordinance.11 

Footnote 20 on page S-23 has been revised as follows: 

20   The 36,192-square-foot increase in ED size includes 25,000 square feet of “right-sizing” or 
decompression space, which refers to expanded floor area to serve as treatment space.  The 
right-sizing or decompression trend is typically seen in modernizing hospitals as modern 
treatment standards require increased floor area per bed or treatment space, compared to 
older hospital facilities.  As such, only 5,600 11,192 square feet of the ED expansion 
would be associated with an increased level of operations. 

Table S-4 on page S-25 through S-92 of the Draft EIR has been revised as follows.  For consistency, 
Table S-4 is provided here in its entirety and includes both unchanged and edited impact statements, 
mitigation measures, and impact conclusions, as shown below. 
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Impact 
Significance 

With 
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3.2 Land Use  

LU-1. Conflicts with Adopted Land Use Plans and Policies. 
Without mitigation measures to ensure consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan’s policies adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect, the SUMC 
Project could conflict with Comprehensive Plan policies that 
avoid or reduce impacts related to visual quality, cultural 
resources, pedestrian circulation, urban forest resources, 
groundwater and runoff pollution, air quality degradation, and 
noise incompatibility.   

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  The mitigation measures identified below would 
ensure that the SUMC Project would have no conflicts with Comprehensive 
Plan policies adopted for the purposes of avoiding or mitigating 
environmental impacts.  These measures include Mitigation Measure 
VQ-2.1, which requires compliance with the City’s Architectural Review 
process and recommendations; CR-1.2 through 1.4, which involves 
measures to minimize the loss of the historic Edward Durell Stone Building 
complex; CR-1.1 and CR-1.5, which involve measures to minimize 
vibration impacts on the Hoover Pavilion; TR-6.1, which requires 
improvements for bicycle and pedestrian safety and access at intersections 
affected by SUMC Project traffic; BR-4.1 through BR-4.5, which require 
the preparation of a Tree Preservation Report, a solar access study, a Tree 
Relocation Feasibility Plan, a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee, 
and minor site modifications to the current site plans; HW-3.1, which 
requires a work plan to protect groundwater from contamination; AQ-1.1 
through AQ-1.2, which would control construction dust and reduce diesel 
emissions; NO-4.1, which requires noise shielding or enclosure of 
equipment; and NO-1.1, which controls construction noise 

LTS 

LU-2. Conflicts with Established Residential, Recreational, 
Educational, Religious, or Scientific Uses in the Area. The 
SUMC Project would not conflict with residential, 
recreational, educational, religious or scientific uses.  

NI None required. N/A 

LU-3. Physical Division of an Established Community. The 
SUMC Project would not physically divide an established 
community.  

NI None required. N/A 

LU-4. Farmland Conversion. The SUMC Project would 
have no impact on conversion of farmland to non-agricultural 
uses.  

NI None required. N/A 
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LU-5. Adverse Changes to Overall Existing or Planned Land 
Uses in the Area.  Because the SUMC Project would intensify 
the planned uses within the SUMC Sites, the SUMC Project 
would have a significant impact pertaining to on-site character 
and views.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, requires and ensures 
compliance with Architectural Review Board (ARB) recommendations for 
final design and would reduce impacts from increased intensity under the 
SUMC Project.  Based on the SUMC Project design guidelines, the 
Architectural Review would consider, among other factors, whether the 
SUMC Project has a coherent composition and whether its bulk and mass 
are harmonious with surrounding development.  Thus, implementation of 
Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 would reduce the significant impacts on overall 
surroundings to a less-than-significant level. 

LTS 

LU-6. Cumulative Impacts on Changes to Overall Existing 
or Planned Land Uses in the Area. The SUMC Project, in 
combination with other reasonably foreseeable probable future 
development in the area, would have a less-than-significant 
cumulative impact on overall existing or planned land uses in 
the vicinity of the SUMC Sites. 

LTS None required. N/A 

3.3 Visual Quality 

VQ-1. Temporary Degradation of Visual Character During 
Construction.  The SUMC Project would substantially degrade 
the existing visual character and quality of the SUMC Sites 
during construction.  (S) 

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measure VQ-1.1, below, would reduce 
visual impacts during construction to less than significant.  (LTS) 

VQ-1.1 Implement Construction Visual Improvements Plan.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors shall develop and implement a Construction 
Visual Improvements Plan that would make visual improvements 
to construction zones within a given construction phase and 
between phases if the zone is not scheduled for construction  
activity or would remain unused for a period greater than six 
months.  Construction zones subject to this mitigation measure 
shall be defined by the Planning Director, and shall consider the 
size of the area, the nature and timing of the construction 
activity, and the proximity or visibility of the area to public 
vantage points or residential uses.  The Construction Visual 
Improvements Plan shall be implemented by the project 
contractor(s) and must be approved by the Planning Director.  
The intent of the plan is to aesthetically improve portions of the 
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project site that would remain unimproved for an extended period 
and screen the construction zone from view by passersby along 
the public streets and sidewalks.  Possible improvements in the 
plan include, but are not limited to, the following: 

a. The SUMC Project sponsors shall conceal staging areas with 
fencing material to be approved by the Planning Director 
prior to commencement of use of the staging area for 
construction equipment and vehicles. 

b. The SUMC Project sponsors shall frequently remove 
construction debris and refuse from the SUMC Sites. 

c. The SUMC Project sponsors shall install all landscaping as 
early as feasible to decrease visual impacts of construction.  
Existing landscaping within the SUMC Sites that would not 
be removed by the construction shall be maintained. 

VQ-2. Permanent Degradation of Visual Character Post 
Construction.  The SUMC Project would have a significant 
impact pertaining to degradation of the existing visual 
character or quality of the SUMC Sites and their surroundings.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, below, requires and 
ensures compliance with ARB recommendations for final design.  Such 
compliance would ensure that impacts on on-site visual character and 
quality would be less than significant because the ARB’s recommendations, 
through the Architectural Review process, would address massing, layout, 
landscaping, and architectural design impacts from the SUMC Project, as 
described further below.   

VQ-2.1 Adhere to City’s Architectural Review Process and 
Recommendations.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall submit 
final building and site plans to the ARB prior to issuance of any 
development permits.  Architectural Review shall assess the 
appropriateness of proposed demolitions, proposed building 
heights and massing, siting of buildings and structures, 
architecture and façade treatments, landscaping, circulation 
plans, and parking.  The ARB may require recommend 
alterations to any of the above project features, or the ARB may 
suggest new features, such as new landscaping or public art, to 
improve the proposed SUMC Project design.  Any 
recommendations made by the ARB conditions required by the 
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City Council as a result of the Architectural Review process with 
respect to the design of the SUMC Project shall be implemented 
by the SUMC Project sponsors. 

VQ-3. Alteration of Public Viewsheds, View Corridors, or 
Scenic Resources. The SUMC Project would result in 
significant impacts on views.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, above, requires and 
ensures compliance with ARB recommendations for final design and would 
reduce impacts on views from the proposed buildings under the SUMC 
Project.  The Architectural Review of the SUMC Project would consider, 
among other factors, whether the SUMC Project has a coherent 
composition and that its bulk and mass are harmonious with surrounding 
development.  The ARB’s recommendations regarding these factors will be 
forwarded to the City Council for consideration.  The City Council would 
then review the recommendations and make findings, as appropriate, that 
natural features are appropriately preserved and integrated with the SUMC 
Project; the design promotes harmonious transitions in scale and character 
in areas between different designated land uses; and the planning and siting 
of the various functions and buildings on the site create an internal sense of 
order and provide a desirable environment for occupants, visitors, and the 
general community.  Implementation of Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1 
regarding the Architectural Review process would ensure that impacts on 
views would be less than significant. 

LTS 

VQ-4. Terrain Modifications. The SUMC Project would not 
require substantial terrain modifications that would degrade the 
visual character of the SUMC Sites.   

NI None required. N/A 

VQ-5. New Sources of Light and Glare. The SUMC Project 
could increase light and glare nuisance from exterior lighting, 
resulting in a significant impact.  

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, above, requires 
compliance with ARB recommendations for final design and would reduce 
light and glare impacts from the proposed buildings under the SUMC 
Project.  The Architectural Review of the SUMC Project would consider, 
among other factors, whether the SUMC Project incorporates quality 
materials, harmonious colors, appropriate ancillary features, a cohesive 
design with a coherent composition, and an appropriate lighting plan.  The 
ARB’s recommendations regarding these factors will be forwarded to the 
City Council for consideration.  The City Council would then review the 

LTS 
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recommendations and make findings, as appropriate, that the design is 
compatible with the immediate environment of the SUMC Sites; is 
appropriate to the function of the SUMC Project; promotes harmonious 
transitions in character in areas between different designated land uses; and 
is compatible with approved improvements both on and off the site.  This 
Architectural Review process would ensure that exterior treatment would 
not emit substantial glare and that exterior lighting impacts would be less 
than significant. 

VQ-6. Shadowing of Public Open Space.  The SUMC 
Project would not substantially shadow public open space 
(other than public streets and adjacent sidewalks) between 9:00 
a.m. and 3:00 p.m. from September 21 to March 21.   

LTS None required. N/A 

VQ-7. Cumulative Impacts on Visual Character. The SUMC 
Project, in combination with other reasonably foreseeable 
probable future development in the area, would have a less-
than-significant cumulative impact on visual character in the 
vicinity of the SUMC Sites. 

LTS None required. N/A 

VQ-8. Cumulative Impacts on Sensitive Views. The SUMC 
Project, in combination with other reasonably foreseeable 
future development in the area, would have less-than-
significant cumulative impacts on sensitive views.  

LTS None required. N/A 

VQ-9. Cumulative Light and Glare.  The SUMC Project, in 
combination with other reasonably foreseeable probable future 
development in the area, would be subject to Architectural 
Review and Municipal Code, and County requirements 
pertaining to light and glare.  Impacts would therefore be less 
than significant.  

LTS None required. N/A 

VQ-10. Cumulative Shadows. Shadows from the SUMC 
Project are not expected to combine with shadows from other 
nearby reasonably foreseeable probable future development. 
There would be no cumulative impacts.   

NI None required. N/A 
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3.4 Transportation 

TR-1.  Construction Impacts. Construction activity associated 
with the SUMC Project could result in significant traffic 
impacts. 

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  With implementation of the following mitigation 
measures, the significant construction related traffic impacts would be 
reduced to less-than-significant levels.   

TR-1.1 Provide Off-Street Parking for Construction Related Vehicles.  
The SUMC Project sponsors shall be required to provide 
adequate off-street parking for all construction-related vehicles 
throughout the construction period.  If adequate parking cannot 
be provided on the construction sites, a remote parking area shall 
be designated, and a shuttle bus shall be operated to transfer 
construction workers to the job site. 

LTS 

  TR-1.2 Maintain Pedestrian Access.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall 
be prohibited from substantially limiting pedestrian access while 
constructing the SUMC Project, without prior approval from the 
City of Palo Alto Department of Public Works.  Such approval 
shall require submittal and approval of specific construction 
management plans to mitigate the specific impacts to a less-than-
significant levels.  Pedestrian access-limiting actions would 
include, but not be limited to, sidewalk closures, bridge closures, 
crosswalk closures or pedestrian re-routing at intersections, 
placement of construction-related material within pedestrian 
pathways or sidewalks, and other actions which may affect the 
mobility or safety of pedestrians during the construction period.  
If sidewalks are maintained along the construction site frontage, 
covered walkways shall be provided. 

TR-1.3 Maintain Bicycle Access.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall be 
prohibited from limiting bicycle access while constructing the 
SUMC Project without prior approval from the City of Palo Alto 
Department of Public Works.  Such approval shall require 
submittal and approval of specific construction management plans 
that warn cyclists prior to reaching the impacted bicycle lanes 
and provide alternative routing around the construction sites to 
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mitigate the specific impacts to a less-than-significant level.  
Bicycle access-limiting actions would include, but not be limited 
to, bicycle lane closures or narrowing, closing or narrowing of 
streets that are designated bicycle routes, bridge closures, the 
placement of construction-related materials within designated 
bicycle lanes or along bicycle routes, and other actions which 
may affect the mobility or safety of bicyclists during the 
construction period. 

TR-1.4 Restrict Construction Hours.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall 
be required to prohibit or limit the number of construction 
material deliveries from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., and from 4:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on weekdays.  The SUMC Project sponsors 
shall be required to limit the number of construction employees 
based upon an approved construction management plan from 
arriving or departing the site from the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Although not needed to reduce 
the impact to a less-than-significant level, the SUMC Project 
sponsors also shall limit the number of construction employees 
from arriving at the site from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., contingent 
upon the City’s granting of an exception to its construction hours 
under its noise ordinance to allow construction to commence at 
7:00 a.m. 

TR-1.5 Restrict Construction Truck Routes.  The SUMC Project 
sponsors shall be required to deliver and remove all construction-
related equipment and materials on truck routes designated by the 
cities of Palo Alto, East Palo Alto and Menlo Park.  Heavy 
construction vehicles shall be prohibited from accessing the site 
from other routes.  Figure 3.4-6 and 3.4-7 of the EIR illustrates 
the Stanford Area Truck Routes which must be used by all 
trucks. 

TR-1.6 Protect Public Roadways During Construction.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors shall be required to repair any structural damage 
to public roadways, returning any damaged sections to original 
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structural condition.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall survey 
the condition of the public roadways along truck routes providing 
access to the proposed project site before construction, and shall 
again survey after construction is complete.  A before-and-after 
survey report shall be completed and submitted to the City of 
Palo Alto Public Works Department for review, indicating the 
location and extent of any damage.  

TR-1.7 Maintain Public Transit Access and Routes.  The SUMC Project 
sponsors shall be prohibited from limiting access to public 
transit, and from limiting movement of public transit vehicles, 
without prior approval from the Santa Clara County Valley 
Transportation Authority or other appropriate jurisdiction.  Such 
approval shall require submittal and approval of specific impacts 
to a less-than-significant level.  Potential actions which would 
impact access to transit include, but are not limited to, relocating 
or removing bus stops, limiting access to bus stops or transfer 
facilities, or otherwise restricting or constraining public transit 
operations. 

TR-1.8 Prepare and Implement Construction Impact Mitigation Plan. In 
lieu of the above mitigation measures, the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall submit a detailed construction impact mitigation 
plan to the City of Palo Alto for approval by the Director of 
Public Works prior to commencing any construction activities 
with potential transportation impacts. This plan shall address in 
detail the activities to be carried out in each construction phase, 
the potential transportation impacts of each activity, and an 
acceptable method of reducing or eliminating significant 
transportation impacts. Details such as the routing and scheduling 
of materials deliveries, construction employee arrival and 
departure schedules, employee parking locations, and emergency 
vehicle access shall be described and approved.  Prior to its 
approval of the construction impact mitigation plan, the City of  
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Palo Alto shall provide a copy of the construction impact plan to 
the City of Menlo Park for review and comment. 

TR-1.9 Conduct Additional Measures During Special Events.  During 
major athletic events or other special events which attract a 
substantial number of visitors to the campus, the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall implement a mechanism to prevent roadway 
construction activities from reducing roadway capacity during 
major athletic events or other special events which attract a 
substantial number of visitors to the campus along those 
roadways that would be affected by the SUMC Project and that 
would provide access to the athletic or other special events.  This 
measure may require a special supplemental permit to be 
approved by either Santa Clara County or the City of Palo Alto 
prior to hosting such events during significant construction 
phases. 

TR-2. Intersection Level of Service.  Implementation of the 
SUMC Project would result in significant impacts to 
intersections during Peak Hour conditions.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Given the magnitude of the SUMC Project’s 
intersection impacts, there is no single feasible mitigation measure that can 
reduce the impacts to a less-than-significant level.  However, there are a 
range of measures that, when taken individually, would each contribute to a 
partial reduction in the SUMC Project’s impacts.  When combined, these 
measures could result in a substantial reduction in the SUMC Project’s 
impacts.   

Under all combinations of feasible mitigation measures below, impacts of 
the SUMC Project on intersection LOS would remain significant and 
unavoidable.  Of all of the feasible combinations, the one that would have 
the largest reduction in impact, and that mitigates the greatest number of the 
intersection impacts, is The combination of mitigation measures involving 
traffic-adaptive signal technology, additional bicycle and pedestrian 
undercrossings, enhanced Travel Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM) program, and feasible intersection improvements.  This 
combination of mitigation measures would reduce the SUMC Project 
impacts to a less-than-significant level at all of the impacted intersections 
during the AM and PM Peak Hours.  However, intersection impacts would 

SULTS 
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remain significant and unavoidable in the PM Peak Hour at three 
intersections with mitigation. 

TR-2.1 Install Traffic-Adaptive Signal Technology.  The SUMC Project 
sponsors shall contribute to the Palo Alto Citywide Traffic 
Impact Fee program, for the installation of traffic-adaptive 
signals.  However, this fee is not structured to mitigate one 
hundred percent of project related impacts, and an additional fee 
could be imposed by the City on the SUMC Project sponsors to 
mitigate the remaining share of the SUMC Project impacts.  In 
Menlo Park, the SUMC Project sponsors shall contribute their 
fair share amount, which shall be tied to the amount of traffic 
added to analyzed intersections by the SUMC Project.  The 
SUMC Project sponsors’ contributions shall apply towards the 
installation of traffic-adaptive signals as listed below. 

 Sand Hill Road (Oak Creek to Shopping Center) - 4 signals 

 Arboretum Road (Shopping Center to Palm Drive) - 3 
signals 

 Embarcadero Road (Bryant to Saint Francis) - 7 signals 

 University Avenue (Palm to Lincoln) - 13 signals 

 Lytton Avenue (Alma to Middlefield) - 10 signals 

 Hamilton Avenue (Alma to Middlefield) - 10 signals 

 Middlefield Road (San Antonio to Homer) - 9 signals 

 Charleston Road (Alma to Middlefield) - 2 signals 

 El Camino Real (northern city limits of Menlo Park Palo 
Alto to southern city limits of Palo Alto) – signals would 
require approval of Caltrans 

In addition, the SUMC Project sponsors shall pay a fair share 
contribution towards installation of traffic-adaptive signals at the 
below significantly-impacted intersections in Menlo Park.  These  
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intersections are among those at which Menlo Park anticipates 
installing traffic-adaptive signals: 

 Middlefield Road/Willow Road (intersection #18)  

 Middlefield Road/Ravenswood Avenue (intersection #46) 

TR-2.2 Fund Additional Bicycle and Pedestrian Undercrossings.  The 
SUMC Project sponsors shall contribute their fair share to the 
cost of construction of the Everett Avenue undercrossing of the 
Caltrain tracks in Palo Alto and the Middle Avenue 
undercrossing in Menlo Park.  In Palo Alto, there is a Citywide 
Traffic Impact Fee program that the SUMC Project sponsors 
shall contribute to.  However, this fee is not structured to 
mitigate one hundred percent of the SUMC Project related 
impacts, and an additional fee may be imposed by the City to 
mitigate the remaining share of the SUMC Project impacts.  In 
Menlo Park, the fair share contribution shall be tied to the 
amount of traffic added to analyzed intersections by the SUMC 
Project.  The construction of the Everett Avenue and Middle 
Avenue undercrossings would reduce traffic volumes on nearby 
streets, such as Ravenswood Avenue and University Avenue.  

TR-2.3  Enhance Stanford University Travel Transportation Demand 
Management (TDM) Program. The SUMC Project sponsors 
shall enhance the currently-implemented TDM program in order 
to achieve 35.1 percent usage of alternative transportation modes 
(i.e., carpool, vanpool, bus, Caltrain, bicycle, and walk) by 
SUMC Hospital employees.  The initial enhancements to the 
SUMC TDM program shall include the following: 

 Provide Caltrain GO Passes, or an equivalent TDM 
measure, to all eligible hospital employees and set target 
Caltrain mode share for hospital employees equal to 15.8 
percent.  If the GO Pass program is no longer available in 
its current form, then the SUMC Project sponsors shall 
contribute the amount of funding that they would have paid 
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toward purchase of GO Passes, in an amount not to exceed 
$1.8 million per year, toward one or more similar programs 
to encourage use of transit by SUMC employees as mutually 
agreed upon the SUMC Project Sponsors and the City’s 
Director of Planning and Community Environment.  

 If Caltrain GO Passes would be provided to SUMC 
employees, make arrangements Use all reasonable efforts to 
arrange with AC Transit to lease 75 spaces at the 
Ardenwood Park & Ride Lot, or an equivalent facility, to 
serve SUMC employees who commute from the East Bay. 

 Expand bus service in support of the issuance of GO Passes. 

 Expand the Marguerite shuttle bus service and integrate it 
with the other City of Palo Alto shuttle bus service. between 
the SUMC and PAITS as needed to accommodate increased 
ridership by hospital employees. 

 Maintain Use all reasonable efforts to assure that the 
controlling transit agency maintains load factors less than or 
equal to 1.00 on the U Line and. 

 Maintain a load factor less than or equal to 1.25 on the 
Marguerite shuttle. 

 Expand and improve the bicycle and pedestrian networks as 
specified by Project site plans. 

 Provide a full-time on-site TDM coordinator by 2015 for the 
Hospital components. The coordinator would be responsible 
for organizing and disseminating TDM information 
primarily to Hospital employees and also to Hospital 
patients. A central location would be made available to 
provide information on alternative travel modes. Also, the 
SUMC or Hospitals’ website would contain information on 
TDM programs. 
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 Provide a guaranteed ride home program for all employees 
who use transit and other transport alternatives like carpool 
and vanpool. The guarantee ride home shall allow 
employees with dependent children the ability to use 
alternative modes to travel to and from work but still be able 
to travel home mid-day in case of an emergency. 

 Provide employees with shower facilities within the SUMC 
Sites to encourage bicycling to work. The SUMC Project 
sponsors shall also provide bicycle storage facilities on the 
SUMC Sites that would be conveniently located near the 
employee showers. 

 Establish, in conjunction with the GO Pass implementation, 
a “Zip Car” (or other similar car-sharing program) with Zip 
Cars available at the medical complex. 

 Perform annual TDM monitoring and submit the report to 
the City of Palo Alto to ensure that the assumed modal split 
to alternative forms of travel and away from autos would be 
actually achieved.  This report also shall be submitted to the 
City of Menlo Park for its review. 

 Within six (6) months of project approval, the SUMC 
Project sponsors shall submit to the City’s Director of 
Planning and Community Environment, a Hospital TDM 
Program Report that documents the existing TDM programs 
offered to the Hospital employees, participation levels in the 
programs, and the current mode split of Hospital employees.  
The report will include the level of staff support, 
educational efforts, and outreach strategies used for the 
program.  This initial Hospital TDM Program Report will 
serve as the baseline conditions for measuring the future 
TDM Program effectiveness as program enhancements are 
implemented to reach the 35.1 percent target in 2025. 
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 Subsequent to preparing the Baseline TDM Report, the 
Hospitals shall prepare an annual report in the spring of 
each year that will document the same information as the 
baseline report and provide a comparison with the previous 
year.  The annual report shall be submitted to the City’s 
Director of Planning and Community Environment. 

 In addition to implementing the program enhancements 
described above, the Hospitals and Stanford Parking & 
Transportation Services shall regularly consider other 
enhancements to the SUMC TDM Programs on an ongoing 
basis.  Based on its experience in running TDM programs, 
Stanford’s Parking & Transportation Services has found that 
adaptability and flexibility are two key factors when 
providing new services.  For new or enhanced programs to 
be successful, the programs must evolve in consideration of 
employee preferences and desires, the availability of new 
services in the marketplace (such as zip cars), pilot 
programs, and ongoing research and data collection 
regarding the comparative effectiveness of various options.  
As necessary, the Hospitals shall regularly consider 
incorporating new services into their TDM Program, and 
shall meet with the City annually to exchange information 
about new innovations, research and strategies. 

These enhancements may not immediately change the mode split 
for SUMC Hospital employees, because many employees would 
be unable to change long standing commute patterns overnight.  
However, with the passage of a mutually agreed amount of time, 
it is expected that the enhanced TDM program would gradually 
result in a shift in the mode split of SUMC Hospital employees.  
If this proves not to be the case, then a second round of 
improvements to the TDM program shall be implemented.  
Examples of additional measures could be to increase the 
parking permit charges while increasing the incentives to those 
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who carpool or do not drive.  If, by the year 2025, at least 35.1 
percent of SUMC employees are not using alternative 
transportation modes, then a second round of improvements to 
the TDM shall be implemented.  Examples of additional 
measures could be to increase the parking permit charges while 
increasing the incentives to those who carpool or do not drive.  
Thereafter, SUMC Project sponsors shall monitor/survey 
employee use of alternative modes of transportation on an at 
least bi-annual basis, and shall continue to improve its TDM 
program, until it is confirmed to the satisfaction of the City that 
the target of 35.1 percent usage has been met.  The following 
interim targets in Table 3.4-19A in Section 3 of this document 
shall be used to measure the progress toward meeting the desired 
mode split in 2025.  These interim targets assume that in the 
early phases of implementation, there may be larger shifts to 
alternative modes than the shifts that may occur in later phases 
of the TDM program enhancement.  New programs, such as the 
implementation of the Caltrain GO Pass, would generate a large 
shift once it is offered; however, other program enhancements 
may generate more modest shifts in mode choice.  

For each of the interim target years, following submission of the 
Hospitals TDM Annual Report, the City shall determine if the 
interim year target has been met.  If the Hospitals have not met 
the interim target, the Hospitals and the City shall meet to 
review the TDM Program and to identify possible additional 
TDM Program enhancements that the Hospitals should consider 
incorporating into their TDM Program in order to increase the 
Program’s effectiveness.  

If the Hospitals do not meet the applicable interim targets for 
any two consecutive years prior to 2025, the Hospitals shall 
provide alternative transportation funding to the City of Palo 
Alto in the amount of $175,000 per year until the Hospitals 
achieve the applicable interim mode split target.  The alternative 
transportation funding shall be used by the City of Palo Alto for 
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local projects and programs that encourage citywide use of 
alternative transportation mode uses. 

If by 2025, the Hospitals have not demonstrated substantial 
compliance with the 35.1 modal split for alternative 
transportation modes, the following measure shall be required: 

 The Hospitals shall make a lump sum payment of $4.0 
million to the City of Palo Alto for local projects and 
programs that encourage and improve citywide use of 
alternative transportation mode uses.  The City of Palo Alto 
shall identify capital projects and program enhancements for 
which the funds may be applied.  Sample projects may 
include contributions towards regional transportation 
projects of interest to the City of Palo Alto and that are 
identified within the Valley Transportation Authority – 
Valley Transportation Plan or other local planning 
documents. 

TR-2.4 Fund or Implement those Intersection Improvements that Have 
Been Determined to be Feasible.  The SUMC Project sponsors 
shall implement the following measures:  

 For the intersection of El Camino Real/Page Mill Road – 
Oregon Expressway, the SUMC Project sponsors shall pay 
a fair share towards (1) provision of exclusive right-turn 
lane for westbound Oregon Expressway, in addition to the 
two through lanes, (2) increasing the cycle length to 160 
seconds.  Improvements to the westbound right turn lane 
would require right-of-way from the Santa Clara Valley 
Transportation (VTA) park-and-ride lot. 

 At the intersection of Arboretum Road/Galvez Street, the 
SUMC Project sponsors shall install a traffic signal. 

 At the intersection of Bayfront Expressway/Willow Road, 
the SUMC Project sponsors shall pay a fair share towards 
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providing one more right-turn lane for eastbound Willow 
Road.   

 At the intersection of Bayfront Expressway/University 
Avenue, the SUMC Project sponsors shall pay a fair share 
towards widening southbound Bayfront Expressway to 
include an additional through lane and re-stripe the exclusive 
right turn lane to a shared through right turn lane.  As a 
result, two additional receiving lanes in the southbound 
direction on Bayfront Expressway would be needed. 

TR-2.5 Coordinate with Other Jurisdictions for Potentially Feasible 
Roadway Improvements.  The City of Palo Alto shall work with 
other jurisdictions to try to achieve feasibility for the following 
roadway improvements or adjustments.  In the event that one or 
more of the below improvements would then be determined to be 
feasible, the SUMC Project sponsors shall pay their fair share 
towards implementation of the improvements, if a fair share 
contribution would apply.    

 Alpine Road/I-280 Northbound Off-Ramp - Signalize this 
intersection. The City shall coordinate with Caltrans 
regarding feasibility of these improvements. 

 El Camino Real/Ravenswood Avenue - Re-stripe the 
exclusive right-turn lane on southbound El Camino Real to a 
shared through/right lane.  Also, provide an additional 
through lane for northbound El Camino Real by removing 
the right-turn slip island.  Also, provide an exclusive right-
turn lane for eastbound Menlo Avenue.  The City shall 
coordinate with the City of Menlo Park and Caltrans 
regarding feasibility of these improvements. 

 Bayfront Expressway/Willow Road - Provide one more 
right-turn lane for eastbound Willow Road and make the 
right-turn movement for southbound Bayfront Expressway 
“overlap” with the left-turn of eastbound Willow Road.  The 
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intersection has signals for the right-turn movement for 
southbound Bayfront Expressway, but the “overlap” phase is 
not implemented.  The City shall coordinate with the City of 
Menlo Park regarding feasibility of these improvements. 

 Middlefield Road/Ravenswood Avenue - Provide an 
additional exclusive left-turn lane for northbound Middlefield 
Road.  The City shall coordinate with the City of Menlo 
Park regarding feasibility of this improvement.   

 Junipero Serra Boulevard/Campus Drive West – Request that 
Santa Clara County change the signal cycle length at this 
intersection to 90 seconds. The City shall coordinate with the 
County of Santa Clara regarding feasibility of this 
adjustment. 

TR-3. Impacts on Roadway Segments.   The SUMC Project 
would result in adverse traffic impacts to roadway segments in 
the City of Menlo Park.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.   With the provision of additional bicycle and 
pedestrian undercrossings (Mitigation Measure TR-2.2), the enhanced 
TDM program (Mitigation Measure TR-2.3), and contribution to the City 
of Menlo Park shuttle fee (Mitigation Measure TR-7.2), there would still be 
significant impacts on four Menlo Park roadways, including Marsh Road, 
Willow Road, Sand Hill Road, and Alpine Road.  Therefore, the traffic 
impacts to Marsh Road, Sand Hill Road, Willow Road, and Alpine Road 
would remain significant and unavoidable with mitigation. 

SU 

TR-4. Local Circulation Impacts.  The SUMC Project could 
result in significant traffic impact to the local circulation 
network in the immediate vicinity of the SUMC Sites.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measure TR-4.1, involving funding 
and implementation of a traffic impact study, and Mitigation Measure TR-
4.2, involving re-striping of Durand Way, would reduce the SUMC 
Project’s impact to a less-than-significant level.  

TR-4.1 Fund Traffic Impact Study.  Upon construction of the SHC and 
LPCH hospital components, the SUMC Project sponsors shall 
fund an independent traffic evaluation, commissioned by the 
City, based on actual travel patterns, volumes and emergency 
access, with an emphasis on ease of circulation around and 
through the medical complex to determine if the private street 
connection between Roth Way and Pasteur Drive should be 

LTS 
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operated as a public street.  If the independent traffic study 
demonstrates that the connection between Roth Way and Pasteur 
Drive as a public street would improve circulation, then the 
connection shall be designated as a public street for all vehicular, 
bicycle, pedestrian, and transit traffic.  

TR-4.2  Fund Signing and Striping Plan and Signal Optimization.  In 
addition to paying for the construction of the extension of Durand 
Way from Sand Hill Road to Welch Road, the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall also pay for the following improvements to ensure 
that queues from the Durand Way/Sand Hill Road intersection do 
not spillback onto the Durand Way/Welch Road intersection.   

 A signing and striping plan for the Durand Way extension, 
which would maximize the storage capacity by creating a 
four-lane roadway with a left and through/right at Sand Hill 
Road and a right and through/left at Welch Road; 

 The installation and optimization of the two signals at the 
intersections of Durand Way/Sand Hill Road and Durand 
Way/Welch Road. 

TR-5. Freeway Impacts.  The SUMC Project would result in 
less-than-significant impacts on freeways.  

LTS None required. N/A 

TR-6. Bicycle and Pedestrian Impacts.  The SUMC Project 
could impede the development or function of planned bicycle 
or pedestrian facilities, and result in a significant impact.   

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 involving trip-
reducing measures, plus Mitigation Measure TR-6.1, which involves 
several bicycle and pedestrian improvements, would reduce the SUMC 
Project’s impact to a less-than-significant level.  The improved facilities 
would mitigate the hazards to pedestrians and bicyclists brought about by 
the increased vehicular traffic and congestion. 

TR-6.1 Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure Improvements.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors shall fund the expansion and improvement of 
the bicycle and pedestrian network in the immediate vicinity of 
the SUMC Project.   The intent of these improvements is to:  

 

LTS 



6-22 Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR — 
 Revisions to the Draft EIR 

Table S-4 
SUMC Project Summary of Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impacts 

Impact 
Significance 

Without 
Mitigation Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Significance 

With 
Mitigation 

 reduce auto related traffic by providing the infrastructure for 
alternative travel modes;   

 improve the bicycle and pedestrian linkages between the 
SUMC Project and Downtown Palo Alto, and between the 
SUMC Project and the surrounding residential 
neighborhoods; and  

 mitigate the safety hazards to pedestrians and cyclists that 
will result from the SUMC Project related increase in 
vehicular traffic and congestion.   

The specific improvements to be funded by the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall include the following: 

 Provide an enhanced pedestrian crossing at Quarry Road/El 
Camino Real to establish a strong connection between the 
SUMC Project and Downtown Palo Alto.  The pedestrian 
crossing shall be 12 feet wide, have contrasting pavement, 
countdown signal heads, and high visibility markings.  Even 
though the intersection of Quarry Road and El Camino Real 
is projected to operate at acceptable levels of service, added 
vehicular traffic through the intersection and added bicycle 
and pedestrian volumes across the intersection would 
potentially create safety hazards which would be mitigated 
by the proposed enhanced crossings. 

 Create a bicycle and pedestrian connection between the 
Stanford Shopping Center and SUMC. The connection shall 
provide an alternative route to Quarry Road, which is auto 
dominated.  This connection shall extend between Vineyard 
Lane and Welch Road. Pedestrian traffic signals and 
crosswalks shall be placed at the crossing of Vineyard Lane 
and Welch Road.  The crosswalk shall be enhanced either by 
striping or by the use of contrasting paving. 

 Provide a connection from the planned Everett Avenue 
bicycle and pedestrian undercrossing to the El Camino 
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Real/Quarry Road intersection.  Once the tunnel is 
completed, this linkage shall provide a direct connection 
between the SUMC Project and Downtown North.   

 Provide a bicycle and pedestrian trail through the Arboretum 
Drive as part of future campus planning in the SUMC area.  
This trail shall improve access to the SUMC Project.  To 
support this off-street path, bicycle and pedestrian crossings 
at Arboretum Road and Palo Road shall be enhanced to 
provide safe crossing of these streets.  The crosswalks shall 
be properly signed, marked, and lighted with enhanced 
pavement markings and imbedded crosswalk lights.  
Signalization of this crossing may ultimately be required.    

 Incorporate into the Quarry Road corridor, from El Camino 
Real to Welch Road, continuous sidewalks according to the 
SUMC Project’s Design Guidelines.  The extension of 
Quarry Road west of Welch Road shall continue the 
pedestrian facilities into the SUMC Project improvements to 
and within the public right-of-way to enhance the pedestrian 
and bicycle connection, including urban design elements and 
way finding, wider bicycle lanes, as necessary, on Quarry 
Road, enhanced transit nodes for bus and/or shuttle stops, 
and prominent bicycle facilities. 

 Enhance all signalized intersections in the Project Vicinty, 
particularly along Quarry Road, Vineyard, and Welch Roads to 
include 12-foot pedestrian crosswalks on all legs, with textured 
or colored paving or diagonal or longitudinal zebra striping as 
determined by the City, pedestrian push buttons and countdown 
pedestrian signal heads, and other specific improvements that 
are determined as necessary during the design process, such as 
median refuge islands, advanced signing, flashing beacons, in-
pavement lighting, etc.   

 Install the appropriate number of Class I and Class III 
bicycle parking spaces as required by the City’s Zoning 
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Ordinance for the total amount of existing and future 
development.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall install the 
required number of bicycle parking spaces equally 
distributed throughout the SUMC Sites. 

TR-7. Transit Impacts.  Implementation of the SUMC 
Project could impeded the operation pf the transit system as a 
result of increased ridership, and result in a significant impact.  
The SUMC Project would not adversely impact either AM or 
PM Peak Hour bus service in Palo Alto or Caltrain service.  
Nonetheless, mitigation to provide enhanced bus stops and 
shuttle service is identified here. 

SLTS Mitigation Measure TR-7.1 involves the addition of transit centers 
enhanced bus stops to the SUMC Project’s site plans, and Mitigation 
Measure TR-7.2 involves financial contributions towards the expansion of 
transit service. Implementation of these measures would reduce ensure that 
the the SUMC Project’s transit impacts to a less-than-significant level. 

TR-7.1 Incorporate Transit Centers Enhanced Bus Stops Into Site Plans.  
The SUMC Project sponsors shall revise their SUMC Project site 
plan to incorporate two transit centers enhanced bus stops to 
reduce the impacts to transit service caused by the SUMC Project.  
These transit centers enhanced bus stops shall be located at 
Hoover Pavilion and at SHC, and shall be on off-street facilities.  
The transit centers enhanced bus stops shall accommodate three to 
four two buses simultaneously, and shall have shelters, seating, 
lighting, signs, maps, bus schedules, and bicycle parking.  On-
street bus stops along Welch Road and Quarry Road shall also be 
provided, but the transit centers enhanced bus stops shall 
accommodate the majority of transit riders and shall be located to 
maximize the convenience of employees, patients and visitors.  
One transit center enhanced bus stop shall be located in the 
vicinity of Welch Road and Pasteur Drive to serve SHC. The 
other transit center enhanced bus stop shall be located near the 
entrance to Hoover Pavilion.  Both of these transit centers 
enhanced bus stops shall provide the focal point for transit use for 
the SUMC. 

TR-7.2 Provide Expanded Transit Service.  The SUMC Project Ssponsors 
shall fund expansion of the Marguerite Shuttle service between 
the SUMC and PAITS, and shall make a fair share financial 
contribution to the cost of expanding existing bus service of the  
 

SU N/A 
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Marguerite, Crosstown and Menlo Park Shuttle U-Line bus 
services, and to the VTA Community Bus Service. 

 Marguerite Shuttle.  The SUMC Project Ssponsors shall 
fund expansion of make a financial contribution to expand the 
Marguerite shuttle service into Palo Alto between SUMC and 
PAITS. 

 U-Line.  The SUMC Project Ssponsors shall use reasonable 
efforts to assure that the controlling transit agency maintains 
.  Arrangements with AC Transit shall be made to increase U 
Line service (such as decreasing headways) to meet the 
increase in demand attributable to the SUMC Project, and 
ensure that load factors of less than 1.0 on the U-Line.  

 Crosstown Shuttle.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall 
participate in operating the Palo Alto Crosstown Shuttle 
service by contributing to the Citywide Traffic Impact Fee, 
which would include covering the costs of this service.  Then 
current fee is $2,861 per net new PM Peak Hour trips.  A 
portion of Stanford’s Citywide Traffic Impact Fee shall be 
used by the City to expand City Shuttle services. 

 VTA Community Bus Service.  The SUMC Project 
Sponsors shall contribute to fund the project’s fair share of 
Palo Alto’s share of expanded VTA Community Bus Service. 

 Menlo Park Shuttle Bus.  The SUMC Project sponsors 
shall pay into the City of Menlo Park shuttle fee at $0.105 
per square foot of new development annually or a percentage 
agreed between Menlo Park and SUMC Project sponsors.  In 
Menlo Park, the contribution shall be tied to the amount of 
project traffic added to analyzed roadway segments and 
intersections. 

TR-8. Parking Impacts.  The SUMC Project would provide 
adequate parking for its demand, and would thus have a less-
than-significant parking impact.   

LTS None required. N/A 
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TR-9. Emergency Access.  Implementation of the SUMC 
Project could potentially result in inadequate emergency access 
due to increased congestion, a significant impact.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measure TR-9.1 involves the 
installation of emergency vehicle traffic signal priority (OptiCom) at all 
intersections significantly impacted by the SUMC Project.  Implementation 
of this measure would reduce the SUMC Project’s impact to less-than-
significant levels. 

TR-9.1 Pay Fair Share Towards OptiCom Installation.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors shall pay their fair-share financial contribution 
towards the City of Palo Alto, to assist with the installation and 
operation of emergency vehicle traffic signal priority (OptiCom) 
at all significantly impacted intersections. 

LTS 

TR-10. Cumulative Construction Impacts.  The SUMC 
Project, in combination with concurrent construction projects 
in the vicinity of the SUMC Sites, could result in a significant 
construction-period impact.  The contribution of the SUMC 
Project would be cumulatively considerable. 

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  With implementation of Mitigation Measures 
TR-1.1 through TR-1.9, which involve transportation-related construction 
management measures, the SUMC Project’s contribution to the significant 
cumulative construction-period impact would be reduced to less than 
cumulatively considerable. 

LTS 

TR-11. Cumulative Transit Impacts.  Cumulative growth 
would result in a less-than-significant cumulative impact on 
transit services.   

LTS None required. N/A 

3.5 Air Quality 

AQ-1. Construction Criteria Air Pollutant Emissions.  
Without mitigation, construction activities associated with the 
SUMC Project could cause emissions of dust and pollutants 
from equipment exhaust that could contribute to existing air 
quality violations or expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations. Impacts would be significant.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  To minimize dust emissions, the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District (BAAQMD) has identified a set of feasible 
PM10 control measures for all construction activities in the air basin.  
Implementation of the BAAQMD-recommended measures (Mitigation 
Measure AQ-1.1 below) would reduce the impacts caused by construction 
dust to a less-than-significant level.  Additionally, implementation of 
construction equipment emission reduction measures (Mitigation Measure 
AQ-1.2 below) would further reduce NOx, ROG, PM10 and PM2.5 
emissions during construction.  However, reduction of NOx emissions 
below 80 lbs/day during the first year of construction could not be 
guaranteed, and this impact would still be considered significant and 
unavoidable.   

SU 
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AQ-1.1 Implement Recommended Dust Control Measures.  To reduce 
dust emissions during project demolition and construction phases, 
the SUMC Project sponsors shall require the construction 
contractors to comply with the dust control strategies developed 
by the BAAQMD.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall include in 
construction contracts the following requirements: 

a. Cover all trucks hauling soil, sand, and other loose 
materials including demolition debris, or require all trucks 
to maintain at least two feet of freeboard; 

b. Water all active construction areas (exposed or disturbed soil 
surfaces) at least twice daily; 

c. Use watering to control dust generation during demolition of 
structures or break-up of pavement; 

d. Pave, apply water three times daily, or apply (non-toxic) soil 
stabilizers on all unpaved parking areas and staging areas; 

e. Sweep streets daily (with water sweepers) all paved access 
roads, parking areas and staging areas during the earthwork 
phases of construction; 

f. Sweep daily (with water sweepers) if visible soil material is 
carried onto adjacent public streets; 

g. Hydroseed or apply (non-toxic) soil stabilizers to inactive 
construction areas (previously graded areas inactive for ten 
days or more); 

h. Enclose, cover, water twice daily, or apply non-toxic soil 
binders to exposed stockpiles (dirt, sand, etc.); 

i. Limit traffic speeds on unpaved roads to 15 mph; 

j. Install sandbags or other erosion control measures to prevent 
silt runoff to public roadways; and 

k. Replant vegetation in disturbed areas as quickly as possible. 

AQ-1.2 Implement Equipment Exhaust Emission Reduction Measures.  To 
reduce emissions from construction equipment during project 
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demolition and construction phases, the SUMC Project sponsors 
shall require the construction contractors to comply with the 
following emission reduction strategies to the maximum feasible 
extent.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall include in construction 
contracts the following requirements: 

a. Where possible, electrical equipment shall be used instead 
of fossil-fuel powered equipment.  

b. The contractor shall install temporary electrical service 
whenever possible to avoid need for fossil-fuel powered 
equipment. 

c. Running equipment not being actively used for construction 
purposes for more than five minutes shall be turned off. 
(e.g., trucks waiting to deliver or receive soil, aggregate, or 
other bulk materials; however, rotating-drum concrete trucks 
may keep their engines running continuously as long as they 
are on site). 

d. Trucks shall be prohibited from idling while on residential 
streets serving the construction site (also included in 
Mitigation Measure NO-1.1). 

e. Diesel-powered construction equipment shall be Tier III or 
Tier IV California Air Resources Board (CARB) certified 
equipment to the maximum feasible extent.   

f. The engine size of construction equipment shall be the 
smallest practical to accomplish the task at hand. 

AQ-2. Operational Criteria Air Pollutant Emissions.  
Combined mobile and stationary source emissions during 
operation of the SUMC Project would exceed the Bay Area 
Air Quality Management District’s significance threshold of 80 
pounds/day of ROG, NOx and PM10. Therefore, air emissions 
would result in a substantial contribution to an existing 
regional air quality problem and a significant impact.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 involves 
implementation of enhanced TDM measures.  The enhanced TDM 
measures include provision of the Caltrain GO Pass to SUMC Hospital 
employees, or an equivalent TDM measure.  If the GO Pass would be 
provided, then remote parking spaces at the Ardenwood Park and Ride Lot 
in the East Bay would also be provided to serve commuters from the East 
Bay.  Provision of the GO Pass plus remote parking spaces in the East Bay 
would reduce Vehicle Miles Travelled by 13.5 percent.  This reduction in 

SU 
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SUMC Project VMT, however, would not be sufficient to prevent project 
ROG, NOx and PM10 emissions from exceeding the BAAQMD significance 
thresholds.  In addition, the City shall consider the feasibility of Mitigation 
Measure PH-3.1.  Nonetheless, impacts would be significant and 
unavoidable even with mitigation. 

AQ-3. Localized Carbon Monoxide Impacts from Motor 
Vehicle Traffic. The SUMC Project would have less-than-
significant localized air emissions resulting from additional 
traffic.   

LTS None required. N/A 

AQ-4. Toxic Air Contaminants.  Simultaneous exposures to 
DPM and TACs from the construction and operational 
components of the SUMC Project would have a less-than-
significant impact on air quality.  

LTS None required. N/A 

AQ-5. Objectionable Odors.  The SUMC Project would have 
a less-than-significant impact related to exposing the public to 
objectionable odors that would affect a substantial number of 
people.   

LTS None required. N/A 

AQ-6. Cumulative Construction Emissions.  Construction 
equipment NOx emissions associated with the SUMC Project 
could contribute considerably to regional air quality problems.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measures AQ-1.1 and AQ-1.2 would 
reduce the SUMC Project’s contribution to cumulative construction 
emissions, although the contribution to NOx would remain cumulatively 
considerable.   

SU 

AQ-7. Cumulative Operational Emissions.  SUMC Project 
operation could contribute considerably to a degradation of 
regional air quality as defined by the BAAQMD.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 involves 
implementation of enhanced TDM measures.  The enhanced TDM 
measures include provision of the Caltrain GO Pass to SUMC Hospital 
employees, or an equivalent TDM measure.  If the GO Pass would be 
provided, then remote parking spaces at the Ardenwood Park and Ride Lot 
in the East Bay would also be provided to serve commuters from the East 
Bay.  As additional mitigation, the City shall consider the feasibility of 
Mitigation Measure PH-3.1, as identified and discussed in more detail in 
Section 3.13, Population and Housing.  These measures would reduce the 
contribution to criteria pollutants during operation of the SUMC Project.  
 

SU 
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However, even with mitigation, emissions would still exceed the BAAQMD 
significance thresholds, and the contribution would remain considerable. 

AQ-8. Cumulative Construction and Operational TAC and 
Fine Particulate Matter Emissions. SUMC Project TAC and 
fine particulate matter emissions could contribute considerably 
to the health risk of sensitive receptors on and near the SUMC 
Project site and, thus, have a significant cumulative impact. , 
and TAC and fine particulate matter emissions from other 
sources within a 1,000-foot zone of influence of the Main 
SUMC Site, would have a less-than-significant cumulative 
impact on public health. 

SLTS None required. 

MITIGATION MEASURE. Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2 (Implement 
Equipment Exhaust Emission Reduction Measures) has been identified 
primarily to reduce construction-phase criteria pollutant emissions, but it 
would also reduce Diesel Particulate Matter (DPM) emissions. However, 
the emissions of criteria and DPM emissions from project construction 
sources were based on current best estimates of the type, number, and 
duration of use of the SUMC Project construction equipment. While some 
additional reductions of Toxic Air Contaminants (TACs) would be 
expected with Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2, where their implementation is 
feasible, their potential additional reductions were not included in the 
SUMC Project’s DPM estimates that were the basis of the Health Risk 
Assessment. However, it is not likely that the additional reductions in 
SUMC Project TAC emissions resulting from their implementation would 
reduce the SUMC Project health risk to the point where it would not be 
cumulatively considerable in the context of Palo Alto’s high TAC 
background levels. Thus, SUMC Project TAC emissions would remain 
cumulatively significant even after the implementation of all feasible TAC 
reduction measures. 

SU N/A 

3.6 Climate Change 

CC-1. Furthering Goals and Individual Policies of the Palo 
Alto Climate Protection Plan.  The proposed Emissions 
Reduction Program would minimize greenhouse gas emission 
increases associated with the proposed development program.  
However, the proposed Emissions Reduction Program would 
not be sufficient to further the goals some of the individual 
policies of the City’s Climate Protection Plan.   

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  The mitigation measures below, which in addition 
to the proposed Emissions Reduction Program, would enable the SUMC 
Project to meet all of the individual policies of the City’s Climate Protection 
Plan. further minimize the increase in greenhouse gas emissions from this 
project However, even with these measures the SUMC Project would 
contravene the goals in the City’s Climate Protection Plan and would have a 
cumulatively considerable contribution to global climate change. 

CC-1.1 Commission and Retro-Commission Energy Systems for New 
Buildings. New construction and existing buildings altered by 
construction of for the SUMC Project shall undergo 

SULTS 
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commissioning76 of energy and HVAC systems during 
construction and on an annual basis during the first five years of 
operation within one year following building occupancy.  The 
commissioning process shall follow the standards of the 
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-
Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) Guideline 0-2005 or the 
International Performance Measurement and Verification 
Protocol (MVP).  The SUMC Project sponsors shall provide the 
City of Palo Alto with commissioning verification data within 12 
months of OSHPD (or City) certificate of occupancy for each 
new SUMC Project building component (parking structures 
excluded).  These components shall include: SHC Hospital 
(Phase 1), SHC Hospital (Phase 2), LPCH Hospital Expansion, 
Hoover Medical Office Building, School of Medicine (FIM 1, 
FIM 2 and FIM 3) and 429,000 square feet of clinic space for 
SHC. The commissioning of the new SHC and LPCH Expansion 
Hospitals shall be conducted as part of LEED Enhanced 
Commissioning in compliance with the ASHRAE Guideline 0-
2005.  During years two to five after completion of the entire 
SUMC Project, the SUMC Project sponsors shall annually 
provide the City of Palo Alto with an EPA Energy Star Statement 
of Energy Performance report for each new building component.  
This report shall be generated using the EPA Energy Star 
Portfolio Manager system. Building profiles and consumption 
details entered in the Portfolio Manager system and a resulting 
energy efficiency rating is provided based on similar facilities 
(i.e., academic teaching facility, community hospital, free-
standing surgery center, etc.)  This process would ensure that 
new and existing energy systems would perform interactively 
according to construction documents, the SUMC Project design 
intent and the owner’s operational needs. 

CC-1.2 Participate in Palo Alto Green Energy Program, Other 
Equivalent Renewable Energy Program, or combination thereof.  
a Renewable Energy Program.  Under the Palo Alto Green 
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program, residential, business and industrial customers purchase 
renewable energy equivalent to their electricity needs at an 
additional cost of 1.5 cents per kWh above standard electric 
rates.  The SHC and LPCH Project sponsors facilities shall 
participate in this a renewable energy program approved by the 
City to partially offset electricity emissions; develop new 
renewable generation sources in collaboration with the CPAU; 
incorporate a renewable energy source (such as photovoltaics) 
into the SUMC Project, or a combination thereof, such that a 
minimum of 54,640 MWh of electricity usage is offset annually. 
and/or otherwise promote expansion of the use of renewable 
energy by CPAU customers (“Renewable Energy Program”).  
The Renewable Energy Program shall be approved by the City 
and need not directly reduce the emissions from the SUMC 
Project facilities, and may be designed to promote expansion of 
the use of renewable energy by CPAU customers, either by 
providing a new source of renewable energy, educating the 
public about use of renewable energy, or contributing to research 
and development of renewable energy sources.  

  CC-1.3 Provide Annual Greenhouse Gas Reporting. The SHC and LPCH 
shall perform an annual inventory of greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with hospital and medical facilities on the SUMC 
Sites. This inventory shall be performed according to a common 
industry-standard emissions reporting protocol, such as the 
approaches recommended by California Air Resources Board, 
The Climate Action Registry, or Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (BCSD). This inventory shall be shared 
with the City of Palo Alto to facilitate the development of future 
collaborative Emissions Reduction Programs. Emissions 
associated with energy, water, solid waste, transportation, 
employee commute and other major sources shall be reported in 
this inventory. 
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CC-1.4 Prepare Waste Reduction Audit. The SUMC Project sponsors 
shall perform a waste reduction audit of waste management 
practices at the hospitals prior to construction of new facilities 
and after completion of the SUMC Project to determine post-
project diversions.  This audit shall be repeated annually, and 
with the results being made available to the public or to City of 
Palo Alto staff. 

  CC-1.5 Implement Construction Period Emission Reduction Measures.  
Prior to the issuance of a grading permit the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall incorporate the following measures into the 
construction phasing plan and submit to City Planning for 
approval. 

 Use alternative-fueled (e.g., biodiesel, electric) construction 
vehicles/ equipment of at least 15 percent of the fleet; 

 Use local building materials of at least 10 percent; and 

 Recycle at least 50 percent of construction or demolition 
materials. 

 

CC-2 Emit Significant Greenhouse Gas Emissions.  The 
proposed Emissions Reduction Program would minimize the 
greenhouse gas emission increases associated with the 
proposed development program, although and the proposed 
Emissions Reduction Program along with regulations adopted 
after the CARB Scoping Plan would not reduce emissions to 
30 36.09 percent below BAU (excluding emissions from 
patients and visitor trips).  Therefore the SUMC project would 
not result in have a cumulatively considerable contribution to 
global climate change.  (S LTS) 

SLTS None required.  

MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measures CC-1.1 through CC-1.5, and 
TR-2.3 would reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  In addition, to further 
reduce impacts related to greenhouse gas emissions, the City shall consider 
the feasibility of Mitigation Measure PH-3.1. 

However, even with the implementation of all feasible mitigation measures, 
the anticipated emissions would remain above both the City of Palo Alto’s 
Climate Protection Plan and the CARB’s reduction emission goals of 30 
percent below BAU emissions.  Because these reduction levels cannot be 
achieved, the SUMC Project would emit significant amounts of greenhouse 
gases and would have a cumulatively considerable contribution to global 
climate change.  

SUN/A 
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3.7 Noise 

NO-1. Construction Noise.  Construction of the SUMC 
Project would create a substantial temporary increase in 
ambient noise levels on the SUMC Sites compared to existing 
ambient noise levels.  The noise increase would be a 
significant impact to the sensitive uses (i.e., patients) on the 
Main SUMC Site during construction.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  The following mitigation measures would not 
reduce construction noise impacts to on-site sensitive receptors to less-than-
significant levels, although they would lessen construction-related noise.   

NO-1.1 Implement Best Management Practices to Reduce Construction 
Noise.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall incorporate the 
following practices into the construction documents to be 
implemented by the SUMC Project contractor: 
a. Provide enclosures such as heavy-duty mufflers for 

stationary equipment, shrouding or shielding for impact 
tools, and barriers around particularly noisy operations on 
the site.  

b. Use quiet construction equipment whenever possible, 
particularly air compressors. 

c. Provide sound-control devices on equipment no less effective 
than those provided by the manufacturer. 

d. Locate stationary equipment, material stockpiles, and vehicle 
staging areas as far as practicable from sensitive receptors. 

e. Prohibit unnecessary idling of internal combustion engines. 

f. Require applicable construction-related vehicles and 
equipment to comply with the City’s truck route ordinance.  

g. Designate a noise disturbance coordinator who shall be 
responsible for responding to complaints about noise during 
construction. The telephone number of the noise disturbance 
coordinator shall be conspicuously posted at the construction 
site and shall be provided to the City.  Copies of the 
construction schedule shall also be posted at nearby noise-
sensitive areas. 

SU 

NO-2. Construction Vibration.  Construction of the SUMC 
Project would have less-than-significant vibration impacts.   

LTS None required. N/A 
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NO-3. Operational Noise Impacts from Transportation 
Sources.  Increased traffic and helicopter noise levels due to 
implementation of the SUMC Project would be less than 
significant. However, noise from ambulances due to 
implementation of the SUMC Project would increase along 
Sand Hill Road west of El Camino Real, and would increase 
roadside noise levels by an amount considered unacceptable 
under the policies of the City Comprehensive Plan.  

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  No mitigation measure (short of forbidding 
ambulance access to the new emergency room via the Durand Way access 
route; a measure that may be practically impossible given the emergency 
nature of ambulance activity) would prevent or reduce the identified SUMC 
Project-related ambulance noise impact at the noise-sensitive uses along 
Sand Hill Road.  As such, the impact would be significant unavoidable 
impact.   

SU 

NO-4. Operational Stationary Source Noise Impacts.  
Operational stationary source noise generated by the SUMC 
Project could potentially increase ambient noise levels in the 
vicinity of the SUMC Sites and result in a significant impact.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  The following mitigation measure would reduce 
noise impacts to sensitive receptors from HVAC equipment and emergency 
generators proposed for SUMC Project.  Implementation of this measure 
would reduce the SUMC Project’s noise impacts at 1100 Welch Road.    

NO-4.1 Shield or Enclose HVAC Equipment and Emergency Generators.  
Noise levels from mechanical equipment shall be minimized to 
the degree required by the City Noise Ordinance by proper siting 
and selection of such equipment and through installation of 
sufficient acoustical shielding or noise emission controls.  Noise 
levels for the emergency generators near Welch Road shall be 
reduced such that noise levels do not exceed the City’s General 
Daytime Exception standard of 70 dBA at 25 feet.  An acoustical 
analysis shall be prepared by a qualified professional to ensure 
that the new mechanical equipment is in compliance with noise 
standards of the Noise Ordinance. 

LTS 

NO-5. Cumulative Construction Noise Impacts.  If other 
foreseeable construction in the immediate vicinity of the 
SUMC Sites would occur simultaneously with the proposed 
SUMC Project construction, then significant cumulative noise 
impacts to adjacent residential and other noise-sensitive uses 
could occur.  The SUMC Project’s contribution would likely 
be cumulatively considerable.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Although measures under Mitigation Measure 
NO-1.1 would lessen the resulting noise contribution from the construction 
of the SUMC Project at 1100 Welch Road and on-site receptors, the 
contribution of the SUMC Project construction noise would remain 
cumulatively considerable. 

SU 
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NO-6. Cumulative Construction Vibration Impacts.  
Vibration during construction activities under the cumulative 
scenario would result in a less-than-significant cumulative 
impact.  

LTS None required. N/A 

NO-7. Cumulative Operational Transportation Source Noise 
Impacts. Cumulative development would result in less-than-
significant cumulative noise impacts.   

LTS None required. N/A 

NO-8. Cumulative Operational Stationary Source Noise 
Impacts. Cumulative development would not result in a 
significant increase in cumulative noise levels from operational 
stationary sources at sensitive receptors.  

LTS None required. N/A 

3.8 Cultural Resources 

CR-1. Impacts on Historical Resources. The SUMC Project 
would have a significant impact on historical resources.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Implementation of the Mitigation Measures 
CR-1.1 and CR-1.5 would reduce potential vibration and construction-
related impacts to the Hoover Pavilion resulting from demolition of 
adjacent sheds and storage facilities, impacts from falling construction 
debris, and impacts from movement of heavy equipment to a less-than-
significant level.  Implementation of Mitigation Measures CR-1.2 through 
CR-1.4 would reduce impacts due to the loss of the Stone Building 
complex; however, the impact would remain significant and unavoidable.  
Mitigation Measure CR-1.5 requires implementation of the Stanford 
Hoover Pavilion Protection Documents (Documents) prepared by ARG and 
dated September 21, 2009 (see Appendix J).  These Documents provide 
specifications for the treatment and protection of the Hoover Pavilion 
during SUMC Project construction activities that could damage the historic 
fabric of the building including the installation of protective covering of 
certain exterior surfaces and the removal, cataloging, and storage of 
selective historic elements. The Documents are based on National Park 
Service and National Fire Protection Agency protection guidelines and 
include details on materials and methods of installation for the protective 
coverings to prevent damage from nearby demolition.  Proper installation, 
as required in the Documents would prevent the protective covering itself 

SU 
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from damage the building.  The removal of historic elements would ensure 
their protection of some of the more fragile elements from construction 
activities and property cataloging and storage of such elements would 
ensure their proper care and reinstallation.  The Documents include such 
details as specifying under what weather conditions it is acceptable to 
perform the various tasks that could be negatively impacted by different 
weather conditions.  Any variations on the specifications of the Documents 
would not be allowed without prior consultation with ARG, or a qualified 
preservation architect.  Refer to Appendix J, Stanford Hoover Pavilion 
Protection Documents, for a complete list of specifications for the Hoover 
Pavilion.    

CR-1.1 Manually Demolish Structures at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  
Where feasible, the project sponsors shall establish a perimeter 
of construction fencing around the Hoover Pavilion at a 
minimum of 25 feet to establish a protective buffer around the 
building.  The demolition of these sheds and storage facilities 
shall be accomplished manually without the use of vibration 
causing equipment.  Additional protective fencing at a height 
sufficient to prevent any debris from hitting the building shall 
also be installed between the Hoover Pavilion and demolition 
activities occurring within the 25 foot buffer. 

CR-1.2 Prepare HABS Documentation for the Stone Building Complex.  
The SUMC Project sponsors shall prepare HABS-like 
documentation using the National Park Services’ Historic 
American Building Surveys Level III guidelines for each of the 
buildings in the Stone Building complex prior to demolition of 
each building that comprises this historic resource (East, West, 
Core, Boswell, Edwards, Lane, Alway, and Grant).  HABS-like 
recordation shall not be required until each of the individual 
buildings is vacated and prepared for demolition. The 
documentation shall include written and photographic 
documentation of each of the historic structures within the Stone 
Building complex.  The documentation shall be prepared by a 
qualified professional meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s 
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Professional Qualifications Standards for Architectural History or 
History.   

The documentation shall be prepared based on the National Park 
Services’ HABS standards and include, at a minimum, the 
following: 

 Site-specific history and appropriate contextual information 
regarding the Stone Building complex. This history shall 
focus on the reasons for the buildings’ significance: heart 
transplantation program and the role of E.D. Stone in the 
design of the complex.  

 Accurate mapping of all buildings that are included in the 
Stone Building complex, scaled to indicate size and 
proportion of the buildings to surrounding buildings; if 
existing plans accurately reflect these relationships these may 
be reformatted for submittal per HABS guidelines for CAD 
submittals. 

 Architectural descriptions of the major exterior features and 
public rooms within the Stone Building complex as well as 
descriptions of typical patient, office, laboratory, and 
operating rooms. 

 Photographic documentation of the interior and exterior of 
the Stone Building complex and Thomas Church-designed 
landscape features.  Either HABS standard large format or 
digital photography may be used.  If digital photography is 
used, the ink and paper combinations for printing 
photographs must be in compliance with National Register-
National Historic Landmark photo expansion policy and 
have a permanency rating of approximately 115 years.  
Digital photographs will be taken as uncompressed .TIF file 
format.  The size of each image shall be 1600x1200 pixels at 
300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger, color format, and printed 
in black and white.  The file name for each electronic image 
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shall correspond with the Index to Photographs and 
photograph label. 

CR-1.3 Distribute Written and Photographic Documentation to Agencies.  
The written and photographic documentation of historic 
resources shall be disseminated on archival-quality paper to 
Stanford University, the Northwest Information Center, and 
other local repositories identified by the City of Palo Alto. 

CR-1.4 Prepare Permanent Interpretive Displays/Signage/Plaques.  The 
SUMC Project sponsors shall install interpretive displays within 
the SUMC Sites that provide information to visitors and residents 
regarding the history of the Stone Building complex.  These 
displays shall be installed in highly visible public areas such as 
the property’s open space or in public areas on the interiors of 
buildings.  The displays shall include historical data and 
photographs as well as physical remnants of architectural 
elements.  Interpretive displays and the signage/plaques installed 
on the property shall be sufficiently durable to withstand typical 
Palo Alto weather conditions for at least five years.  Displays 
and signage/plaques shall be lighted, installed at pedestrian-
friendly locations, and be of adequate size to attract the interested 
pedestrian.  Maintenance of displays and signage/plaques shall be 
included in the maintenance program on the property.  Location 
and materials for the interpretative displays shall be subject to 
review by the Palo Alto Architectural Review Board and 
approval by the Planning Director. 

CR-1.5 Implement Protection Documents for the Hoover Pavilion.  The 
SUMC Project sponsors shall ensure the implementation of the 
Stanford Hoover Pavilion Protection Documents (Documents) 
prepared by ARG and dated September 21, 2009.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors shall comply with the specifications for the 
treatment and protection of the Hoover Pavilion during SUMC 
Project construction activities that could damage the historic 
fabric of the building as provided in the Documents.   
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CR-2. Impacts on Prehistoric or Archaeological Resources. 
The SUMC Project could potentially encounter archaeological 
resources and result in a significant impact.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measure CR-2.1 provides discovery 
and evaluation procedures for any previously unknown archaeological 
resources on the SUMC Sites and requires that a professional archaeologist 
employ preservation in place, data recovery, or other methods that meet the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Archaeological Documentation to 
reduce impacts on unique archaeological resources.  Therefore, 
implementation of the following mitigation measure would ensure the 
impact remains less than significant.  (LTS) 

CR-2.1 Construction Staff Training and Consultation.  Prior to any 
construction or earth-disturbing activities, a qualified 
archaeologist shall inform construction supervisors of the 
potential to encounter cultural resources.  All construction 
personnel shall be instructed to be observant for prehistoric and 
historic-era artifacts, subsurface archaeological features or 
deposits, including accumulations of dark, friable soil 
(“midden”), stone artifacts, animal bone, and shell.  In the event 
that any prehistoric or historic subsurface archaeological features 
or cultural deposits are discovered during construction-related 
earth-moving activities, all ground-disturbing activity within 100 
feet of the resources shall be halted and the City shall be notified.  
The City shall consult with the Stanford University Archeologist 
to assess the significance of the find. If the find is determined to 
be an historical resource or a unique archaeological resource as 
defined by CEQA, then representatives of the City and the 
Stanford University Archaeologist shall meet to determine the 
appropriate course of action.  All significant cultural materials 
recovered shall be subject to scientific analysis, professional 
museum curation, and a report shall be prepared by the qualified 
archaeologist according to current professional standards. 

LTS 

CR-3. Impacts on Human Remains. The SUMC Project 
could potentially encounter human remains and result in a 
significant impact.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measure CR-3.1 summarizes the 
procedures to be taken in the event that any previously unknown human 
remains are discovered on the SUMC Sites.  Therefore, implementation of 
the following mitigation measure would ensure that the potential impact 

LTS 
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remains less than significant.   

CR-3.1 Conduct Protocol and Procedures for Encountering Human 
Remains.  If human remains (including disarticulated or cremated 
remains) are discovered at any SUMC Project construction site 
during any phase of construction, all ground-disturbing activity 
within 100 feet of the human remains should be halted and the 
Stanford University Archaeologist, City of Palo Alto, and the 
County coroner notified immediately, according to Section 
5097.98 of the State Public Resources Code and Section 7050.5 
of California’s Health and Safety Code.  If the remains are 
determined by the County coroner to be Native American, the 
Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) shall be notified 
within 24 hours, and the guidelines of the NAHC adhered to in 
the treatment and disposition of the remains.  The SUMC Project 
sponsors shall retain a professional archaeologist with Native 
American burial experience to conduct a field investigation of the 
specific site and consult with the Most Likely Descendant, if any, 
identified by the NAHC. As necessary, the archaeologist may 
provide professional assistance to the City of Palo Alto, 
including the excavation and removal of the human remains. If 
the human remains cannot be avoided, and the Most Likely 
Descendant requests that the human remains be removed from its 
location, the SUMC Project sponsors shall implement removal of 
the human remains by a professional archaeologist.  The City of 
Palo Alto shall verify that the mitigation is complete before the 
resumption of ground-disturbing activities within 100 feet of 
where the remains were discovered. 

CR-4. Impacts on Paleontological Resources. The SUMC 
Project could have a significant impact on unique 
paleontological resources or unique geologic resources.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measure CR-4.1 provides protocol for 
encountering paleontological resources and would reduce the potential 
impacts resulting from disruption to unique paleontological resources to a 
less-than-significant level.   

CR-4.1 Conduct Protocol and Procedures for Encountering 
Paleontological Resources. Should paleontological resources be 

LTS 
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identified during SUMC Project ground-disturbing activities, the 
SUMC Project sponsors shall notify the City and the Stanford 
University Archaeologist and cease operations in the vicinity of 
the potential resource until a qualified professional paleontologist 
can complete the following actions when appropriate: 

 Identify and evaluate paleontological resources by intense 
field survey where impacts are considered high; 

 Assess effects on identified resources; and 

 Consult with the City of Palo Alto and the Stanford 
University Archaeologist. 

Before operations in the vicinity of the potential resource resume, 
the SUMC Project sponsors shall comply with the 
paleontologist’s recommendations to address any significant 
adverse effects where determined by the City of Palo Alto to be 
feasible.  In considering any suggested mitigation proposed by 
the consulting paleontologist, the SUMC Project sponsors shall 
consult with the Stanford University Archaeologist and the City 
to determine whether avoidance is necessary and feasible in light 
of factors such as the nature of the find, project design, cost 
policies and land use assumptions, and other considerations.  If 
avoidance is infeasible, other appropriate measures (e.g. data 
recovery) shall be instituted to avoid a significant impact.  Work 
may proceed in other parts of the SUMC Sites while mitigation 
for paleontological resources is completed. 

CR-5. Cumulative Impacts on Historic Resources.  The 
SUMC Project, in combination with other past, current, and 
probable future development in the City, would cause a 
substantial change in the significance of the City’s historic 
resources and thus have a significant cumulative impact.  The 
SUMC Project’s contribution to the cumulative impact would 
be cumulatively considerable.   

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Due to the demolition of the Stone Building 
complex, the SUMC Project’s contribution would remain cumulatively 
considerable as this impact cannot be avoided.  Implementation of 
Mitigation Measures CR-1.2 through CR-1.4 would reduce the SUMC 
Project’s contribution to the cumulative impact, but not to a less than 
cumulatively considerable level. 

SU 
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CR-6. Cumulative Impacts on Prehistoric and/or 
Archaeological Resources and Human Remains.  The SUMC 
Project, in combination with other reasonably foreseeable 
probable future development, could cause a substantial change 
in the significance of prehistoric and/or archaeological 
resources or human remains and thus contribute to a significant 
cumulative impact.  The SUMC Project is conservatively 
assumed to have a considerable contribution.   

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Compliance with Mitigation Measures CR-2.1 
and CR-3.1 would reduce the SUMC Project’s contribution to the 
cumulative impact to a less than cumulatively considerable level. 

LTS 

CR-7. Cumulative Impacts on Paleontological Resources. 
The SUMC Project, in combination with other reasonably 
foreseeable probable future development where the 
Pleistocene-age creek bed may occur, could have a significant 
cumulative impact. Such an impact would occur if the buried 
Pleistocene-age creek bed is exposed in lengths greater than 
approximately 100 feet (or a sufficient length to support 
detailed hydrological study) and if such deposits contain 
substantially intact skeletons of extinct species.  These 
conditions would represent a major find for regional 
paleontology.  In the case that significant paleontological 
finds—such as stretches of buried Pleistocene-age creek bed 
greater than 100 feet in length and containing intact skeletons 
of extinct species—are made on the SUMC Site, then the 
SUMC Project’s contribution to the cumulative impact on 
paleontological resources could be cumulatively considerable.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Compliance with Mitigation Measure CR-4.1 
would reduce the SUMC Project’s contribution to the cumulative impact to 
a less than cumulatively considerable level. 

LTS 

3.9 Biological Resources 

BR-1. Impacts on Special-Status Plant or Wildlife Resources. 
The SUMC Project could have a significant impact on special-
status wildlife resources.   

S MITIGATION MEASURES. Mitigation Measures BR-1.1 through BR-1.5, 
below, to be implemented by the SUMC Project sponsors, would reduce the 
SUMC Project’s impact on special-status bats and Cooper’s hawk to a less-
than-significant level.   

BR-1.1 Conduct Pre-Demolition Survey. The SUMC Project sponsors 
shall retain a qualified biologist (“bat biologist”) to conduct a 
pre-construction survey for roosting bats in trees to be removed 

LTS 
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or pruned and structures to be removed.  If no roosting bats are 
found, no further mitigation is required.  If a bat roost is found, 
the SUMC Project sponsors shall implement the following 
measures to avoid impacts on roosting bats.   

BR-1.2 Avoid Roosting Areas. If non-breeding bats are found in a tree or 
structure to be removed, the individuals shall be safely evicted, 
under the direction of a qualified bat biologist, by opening the 
roosting area to allow airflow through the cavity.  Demolition 
should then follow at least one night after initial disturbance for 
airflow.  This action should allow bats to leave during darkness, 
thus increasing their chance of finding new roosts with a 
minimum of potential predation during daylight.  

If active maternity roosts are found in structures that will be 
removed as part of project construction, demolition of that 
structure shall commence before maternity colonies form 
(generally before March 1) or after young are flying (generally 
by July 31). 

  BR-1.3 Develop and Employ Bat Nest Box Plan. If special-status bats are 
found in structures to be removed, the SUMC Project sponsors 
shall develop a bat nest box plan for the SUMC Sites employing 
state-of-the-art bat nest box technology.  The design and 
placement of nest boxes shall be reviewed by a qualified bat 
biologist.    

BR-1.4 Avoid Tree Removal During Nesting Season.  Tree removal or 
pruning shall be avoided from February 1 through August 31, the 
nesting period for Cooper’s hawk, to the extent feasible.  If no 
tree removal or pruning is proposed during the nesting period, no 
surveys are required.   

 

  BR-1.5 Protect Cooper’s Hawk in the Event of Nest Discovery.  If tree 
removal or pruning is unavoidable during the nesting season, the 
SUMC Project sponsors shall hire a qualified biologist to conduct 
a survey for nesting Cooper’s hawk within five days prior to the 
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proposed start of construction. If active Cooper’s hawk nests are 
not present, project activities can take place as scheduled.  The 
qualified biologist shall visit the site daily to search for nests 
until all nesting substrates are removed. This will avoid impacts 
to Cooper’s hawk that may have moved into the site and initiated 
nest-building after the start of tree removal activities. 
Additionally, if more than 5 days elapses between the initial nest 
search and the tree removal, it is possible for new birds to move 
into the construction area and begin building a nest.  If there is 
such a delay, another nest survey shall be conducted.  If any 
active Cooper’s hawk nests are detected, the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall delay removal of the applicable tree or shrub while 
the nest is occupied with eggs or young who have not fledged.  A 
qualified biologist shall monitor any occupied nest to determine 
when the Cooper’s hawk nest is no longer used.   

BR-2. Loss of Riparian or Other Sensitive Habitats, 
Including Wetlands as Defined by Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act.  Construction of the SUMC Project would have a 
less-than-significant impact on riparian or other sensitive 
habitat resources, including wetlands.   

LTS None required. N/A 

BR-3. Interference with the Movement of Any Native 
Resident or Migratory Fish or Wildlife Species or with 
Established Native Resident or Migratory Wildlife Corridors, 
or Use of Native Wildlife Nursery Sites. The SUMC Project 
would have no impact on the movement of any native resident 
or migratory fish or wildlife species, or use of native resident 
or migratory wildlife corridors, but could impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites and thus result in a significant 
impact.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measures BR-3.1 and BR-3.2, below, 
would reduce the SUMC Project’s impact on nesting migratory birds to a 
less-than-significant level.   

BR-3.1 Avoid Tree Removal During Nesting Season. Tree or shrub 
removal or pruning shall be avoided from February 1 through 
August 31, the bird-nesting period, to the extent feasible.  If no 
tree or shrub removal or pruning is proposed during the nesting 
period, no surveys are required.   

BR-3.2 Protect Birds in the Event of Nest Discovery.  If tree and shrub 
removal or pruning is unavoidable during the nesting season, the 
SUMC Project sponsors shall hire a qualified biologist to conduct 
a survey for nesting raptors and other birds within five days prior 

LTS 
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to the proposed start of construction. If active nests are not 
present, SUMC Project activities can take place as scheduled.  
The qualified biologist shall visit the site daily to search for nests 
until all nesting substrates are removed. These procedures would 
avoid impacts to any birds that may have moved into the sites 
and initiated nest-building after the start of tree and shrub 
removal activities. Additionally, if more than five days elapses 
between the initial nest search and the vegetation removal, it is 
possible for new birds to move into the construction area and 
begin building a nest.  If there is such a delay, another nest 
survey shall be conducted.  If any active nests are detected, the 
SUMC Project sponsors shall delay removal of the applicable 
tree or shrub while the nest is occupied with eggs or young who 
have not fledged.  A qualified biologist shall monitor any 
occupied nest to determine when the nest is no longer used.   

BR-4. Result in a Substantial Adverse Effect on any 
Protected Tree as Defined by the City of Palo Alto’s Tree 
Preservation Ordinance (Municipal Code Section 8.10). The 
SUMC Project could have a significant impact on Protected 
Trees.   

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measures BR-4.1 through BR-4.5, 
below, to be implemented by the SUMC Project sponsors, would reduce the 
SUMC Project’s impact on Protected Trees.  In addition, Mitigation 
Measure BR-4.6 would require minor SUMC Project site plan adjustments 
to avoid removal of some biologically and aesthetically significant Protected 
Trees tree resources.  However, the new Hospital District under the SUMC 
Project would allow the removal of up to 48 Protected Trees that are 
protected under the Municipal Code up to 61 Protected Trees that are not 
aesthetic tree resources could be removed under the SUMC Project.  In 
addition, minor modifications to the SUMC Project site plans would not be 
able to avoid the nine biologically and aesthetically significant Protected 
Trees tree resources in the Kaplan Lawn area.  Therefore, the SUMC 
Project would result in a significant and unavoidable impact to Protected 
Trees.  

BR-4.1 Prepare a Tree Preservation Report for all Trees to be Retained.  
An updated tree survey and tree preservation report (TPR) 
prepared by a certified arborist shall be submitted for review and 
acceptance by and approval by the Director of Planning and 

SU 
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Community Environment in consultation with the City Urban 
Forester Arborist.  For reference clarity, the tree survey shall 
include (list and field tag) all existing trees within the SUMC 
Sites, including adjacent trees overhanging the SUMC Sites.  The 
approved TPR shall be implemented in full, including mandatory 
inspections and monthly reporting to City Urban Forester 
Arborist.  The TPR shall be based on latest SUMC plans and 
amended as needed to address activity or within the dripline area 
of any existing Protected tTree to be preserved, including 
incidental work (utilities trenching, street work, lighting, 
irrigation, etc.) that may affect the health of a preserved 
Protected tTree.  The SUMC Project shall be modified to address 
recommendations identified to reduce impacts to existing 
ordinance-regulated trees.  The TPR shall be consistent with the 
criteria set forth in the Tree Preservation Ordinance, Palo Alto 
Municipal Code Section 8.10.030, and the City Tree Technical 
Manual, Section 3.00, 4.00 and 6.30.  To avoid improvements 
that may be detrimental to the health of regulated Protected 
tTrees, the TPR Director of Planning and Community 
Environment, in consultation with the City Arborist, shall review 
the SUMC Project sponsors’ landscape plan to ensure the new 
landscape is consistent with Tree Technical Manual, Section 5.45 
and Appendix L, Landscaping under Native Oaks. 

BR-4.2 Prepare a Solar Access Study (SAS) of Short and Long Term 
Effects on Protected Oaks. The SUMC Project sponsors shall 
prepare a SAS of Short and Long Term Effects on Protected 
Oaks that are aesthetic tree resources for review and approval by 
the Director of Planning and Community Environment in 
consultation with the City Arborist. The SAS shall be prepared 
by a qualified expert team (horticulturalist, architect designer, 
consulting arborist) capable of determining effects, if any, to 
foliage, health, disease susceptibility and also prognosis for 
longevity.  The SAS shall provide alternative massing scenarios 
to provide sufficient solar access and reduce shading detriment at 
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different thresholds of tree health/decline, as provided for in the 
SAS.  The SAS adequacy shall be subject to peer review as 
determined necessary by the City.  The SAS design alternatives 
shall be the subject of specific discussion at all levels of ARB, 
Planning Commission, City Council, and public review in 
conjunction with the SUMC Project sponsors, the City Urban 
Forester, and Director of the Planning and Community 
Environment Department, until a final design is approved. 
contain the same information as the SAS for FIM 1 trees that are 
aesthetic tree resources submitted September 23, 2010.  If the 
Director of Planning and Community Environment, in 
consultation with the City Arborist, determines that the SUMC 
Project would have an adverse effect on solar access to a 
Protected Tree that is an aesthetic tree resource such that the tree 
is unlikely to survive, then the SUMC Project sponsors shall 
relocate the Protected Tree to a site with sufficient solar access, 
as determined by the Direct of Planning and Community 
Environment, in consultation with the City Arborist.  The SAS 
has been completed and accepted by the City for trees #608, 
Kaplan Lawn (trees #33 through 41), and FIM (trees #317 
through 320 and #322). 

BR-4.3 Prepare a Tree Relocation Feasibility Plan for Any Protected 
Tree Proposed for Relocation and Retention.  Relocation of 
Protected Trees with the SUMC Sites shall be allowed only upon 
issuance of a Protected Tree relocation permit from the Director 
of Planning and Community Environment in consultation with 
the City Arborist.  Because of inherent mortality associated with 
the process of moving mature trees, the SUMC Project sponsors 
shall prepare a Tree Relocation and Maintenance Plan (TRMP) 
shall be prepared subject to Urban Forester’s approval to be 
reviewed in connection with the Protected Tree relocation 
permit.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall submit a The TRMP 
to determine shall evaluate the feasibility of moving the Protected 
Trees to an appropriate location on site.  Feasibility shall 
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consider current site and tree conditions, a tree’s ability to 
tolerate moving, relocation measures, optimum needs for the new 
location, aftercare, irrigation, and other long-term needs.  

The tree relocation permit shall specify that if the relocated trees 
do not survive after a period of five years, the tree canopy 
relocated tree or trees shall be replaced with a tree of equivalent 
size or security deposit value trees or a combination of trees and 
Tree Value Standards consistent with Section 3.20, Table 3-1 
Tree Canopy Replacement, of the Tree Technical Manual.  The 
TRMP shall be inclusive of the following minimum information: 
appropriate irrigation, monitoring inspections, post relocation 
tree maintenance, and for an annual arborist report of the 
condition of the relocated trees.  If a tree is disfigured, leaning 
with supports needed, in decline with a dead top or dieback of 
more than 25 percent, the tree shall be considered a total loss and 
replaced in kind and size as described above.  The final annual 
arborist report shall serve as the basis for return of the Tree 
Security Deposit (see Mitigation Measure BR-4.4, below, for a 
discussion of the Tree Security Deposit).   

BR-4.4A Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into 
a Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance.  The 
natural tree resources on the SUMC Site include significant 
Protected Trees and those that provide neighborhood screening, 
including two trees proposed for relocation.  Prior to building 
permit submittal, the Tree Security Deposit for the total value of 
the relocated trees, as referenced in the Tree Technical Manual, 
Section 3.26, Security Deposits, shall be posted to the City 
Revenue Collections in a form acceptable by the City Attorney.  
As a security measure, the SUMC Project sponsors shall be 
subject to a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 
City of Palo Alto and the SUMC Project sponsors describing a 
tree retention amount, the list of trees to be retained, an 
appraised value for each listed tree, a five-year tree growth and 
establishment, criteria and timeline for return of security, and 
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conditions of approval related to Protected Trees, as cited in the 
Record of Land Use Action Conditional Use Permit for the 
SUMC Project.  The SUMC Project sponsors and SUMC Project 
arborist, to be retained by the SUMC Project sponsors, shall 
coordinate with the City Urban Forester Arborist to determine 
the amount of bonding conditions required to guarantee the 
protection and/or replacement of the regulated trees on the site 
during construction and within five years after occupancy.  The 
SUMC Project sponsors shall bond for 150 percent of the value 
for the relocated trees, and 50 percent of the value of the 
remaining trees to be protected during construction (as identified 
in the revised and final approved Tree Protection Report).  The 
SUMC Project sponsors shall also provide an appraisal of the 
trees with the proposed level of bonding in a tree value table to 
be reviewed and accepted by the Director of Planning and 
Community Environment  with the description of each tree by 
number, value, and total combined value of all the trees to be 
retained.  A return of the guarantee shall be subject to an annual 
followed by a final tree assessment report on all the relocated and 
retained trees from the SUMC Project arborist, as approved by 
the City Urban Forester, five years following final inspection for 
occupancy, to the satisfaction of the Director of the Planning and 
Community Environment Department. provide a security 
guarantee for the trees, as determined by the Director of 
Planning and Community Environment, in consultation with the 
City Arborist, in an amount consistent with the City of Palo Alto 
Tree Technical Manual. 

BR 4.4B Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical 
Manual.  Removal of Protected Trees shall be allowed only upon 
issuance of a Protected Tree removal permit from the Director of 
Planning and Community Environment, in consultation with the 
City Arborist.  Protected Trees that are removed without being 
relocated shall be replaced in accordance with the ratios set forth 
in Table 3-1 of the City of Palo Alto Tree Technical Manual in 
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the following way, in order to maintain the appropriate landscape 
approach at the SUMC Sites, which has limited opportunities to 
plant the required replacement of trees: 

 The Protected Tree removal permit issued shall stipulate the 
tree replacement requirements for the removed tree, 
including number of trees, location, and irrigation; 

 The number and size of trees required for replacement would 
be calculated in accordance with Table 3-1; and 

 The difference between the required tree replacement and the 
number of trees planted at the SUMC Sites would be 
mitigated through contribution to the Forestry Fund in the 
City of Palo Alto.  Payment to the Forestry Fund would be 
in the amount representing the value of the replacement trees 
that would be required under the TTM standard. 

BR-4.5 Provide Optimum Tree Replacement for Loss of Publicly-Owned 
Trees Regulated Tree Category.  There are many publicly owned 
trees growing in the right-of-way along various frontages (Welch 
Road, Pasteur Drive, Quarry Road, Sand Hill Road, etc.).  
These trees provide an important visual and aesthetic value to the 
streetscape and represent a significant investment from years of 
public resources to maintain them.  As mitigation to offset the 
net benefits loss from removal of mature trees, and to minimize 
the future years to achieve parity with visual and infrastructure 
service benefits (CO2 reduction, extended asphalt life, water 
runoff management, etc.) currently provided by the trees, the 
new public trees on all roadway frontages shall be provided with  
best practices design and materials, including, but not limited to, 
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the following elements: 

 Consistency with the City of Palo Alto Public Works 
Department Street Tree Management Plan, in consultation 
with Canopy, Inc.1  

 Provide adequate room for natural tree canopy growth and 
adequate root growing volume.  For large trees, a target goal 
of 1,200 cubic feet of soil shall be used. 

 For pedestrian and roadway areas that are to include tree 
planting or adjacent to existing trees to be retained, utilize 
City-approved best management practices for sustainability 
products, such as permeable ADA sidewalk surfaces, Silva 
Cell base support planters, engineered soil mix base, and 
other advantage methods.  

  
BR-4.6 Implement Minor Site Modifications to Preserve Biologically and 

Aesthetically Significant Protected Trees Tree Resources.  The 
SUMC Project sponsors shall design and implement 
modifications to building design, hardscape, and landscape to 
incorporate the below and above ground area needed to preserve 
as many biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees 
as possible the following trees that are both biological and 
aesthetic tree resources: 

 FIM 1 Grove.  Retain one Protected Tree that is an aesthetic 
tree resources (#319) and relocate two Protected Trees that 
are aesthetic tree resources (#323 and 324) in the FIM 1 
Grove.   

 Adjacent to Welch Road.  Retain the century-old solitary oak 
located between Welch Road to the north and the Blake-

 

                                              
1  Canopy, Inc. is a non-profit organization that advises the City with regards to public trees.  The City typically interfaces between applicants and the Canopy, 

Inc., but it is recommended that the SUMC Project sponsors consult with Canopy, Inc. as well.   
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Wilbur Clinic building to the south (#608).  In addition, 
relocate the mature Protected oak tree located to the east of 
the proposed LPCH hospital building (#996).   

BR-5. Conflict with any Applicable Habitat Conservation 
Plan or Natural Community Conservation Plan. The SUMC 
Project would have no impact on any applicable Habitat 
Conservation Plan or Natural Community Conservation Plan.  

NI None required. N/A 

BR-6. Cumulative Impacts on Special-Status Wildlife 
Resources.  The SUMC Project, in combination with other 
foreseeable development, would have a less-than-significant 
impact on Special-Status Plant Resources.  

LTS None required. N/A 

BR-7. Cumulative Loss of Riparian or Other Sensitive 
Habitats, Including Wetlands as Defined by Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act.  Cumulative impacts on riparian or other 
sensitive habitats could be significant.  However, the SUMC 
Project’s contribution to the cumulative impact would be less 
than cumulatively considerable.  

LTS None required. N/A 

BR-8. Cumulative Interference with the Movement of Any 
Native Resident or Migratory Fish or Wildlife Species or With 
Established Native Resident or Migratory Wildlife Corridors, 
or Use of Native Wildlife Nursery Sites.  Cumulative 
interference with movement of resident or migratory species or 
with established migratory corridors could be significant.  
However, the SUMC Project’s contribution to the cumulative 
impact would be less than cumulatively considerable.  

LTS None required. N/A 

BR-9. Cumulative Impacts on Protected Tree as defined by 
the City of Palo Alto’s Tree Preservation Ordinance 
(Municipal Code Section 8.10).  Cumulative impacts on 
Protected Trees would be significant.  Because the SUMC 
Project would result in the loss of Protected Trees, the SUMC 
Project’s contribution would cumulatively considerable.   

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measures BR-4.1 through BR-4.6 
would reduce the SUMC Project’s contribution to cumulative impacts on 
Protected Trees. However, removal of some Protected Trees, including 
those identified by the City as being biologically and aesthetically 
significant Protected Trees, would be unavoidable.  As such, the 
contribution of the SUMC Project to cumulative Protected Tree removal 
would remain cumulatively considerable. 

SU 
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3.10 Geology 

GS 1. Exposure to Seismic-Related Hazards.  The SUMC 
Project would have a less-than-significant potential to expose 
people or structures to substantial adverse effects, including 
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving rupture of a known 
earthquake fault, strong seismic groundshaking, seismic-
related ground failure (including liquefaction), landslides, 
expansive soil, or major geologic hazards that cannot be 
mitigated through the use of standard engineering design and 
seismic safety techniques.   

LTS None required. N/A 

GS 2. Exposure to Other Geotechnical Hazards.  The SUMC 
Project would have a less-than-significant potential to be 
located on geologic units or on soil that is unstable, or that 
would become unstable as a result of the project and 
potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse.   

LTS None required. N/A 

GS 3. Cause Substantial Erosion or Siltation.  The SUMC 
Project would have a less-than-significant potential to cause 
substantial erosion or siltation.   

LTS None required. N/A 

GS-4. Cumulative Exposure to Substantial Erosion or 
Siltation.  The SUMC Project, in combination with other 
foreseeable development in the San Francisquito Creek 
Watershed, would not substantially increase erosion or siltation 
because of State, federal, and local runoff and erosion 
prevention requirements. As a result, the cumulative impact 
would be less than significant.   

 

LTS None required. N/A 
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3.11 Hydrology 

HW-1. Flood Risk and Flood Flows. The SUMC Project 
would have no impact on flood risk or flood flows.   

NI None required. N/A 

HW-2. Groundwater Recharge and Local Water Table.  The 
SUMC Project would have a less-than-significant impact on 
groundwater recharge and the local groundwater table level.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-3. Groundwater Quality. The SUMC Project could have 
a significant impact on groundwater quality during 
construction.   

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measure HW-3.1, below, would reduce 
the SUMC Project’s impact on groundwater quality to a less-than-
significant level.   

HW-3.1 Develop a Work Plan for any Unknown Contaminated Sites.  
During construction, if suspected contaminated soil, 
undocumented underground tanks, hazardous materials pipelines, 
or other evidence of potential hazardous materials are 
discovered, construction activities shall cease and the SUMC 
Project sponsors shall prepare a workplan to determine the 
potential risk to human and ecological health.  The workplan 
shall be prepared by a Registered Environmental Assessor and in 
compliance with the Department of Toxic Substances Control 
(DTSC) guidelines and the National Oil and Hazardous 
Substances Contingency Plan (the "National Contingency Plan" 
[NCP]).  

The SUMC Project sponsors, or their representative, shall be 
responsible for submitting the workplan for the DTSC’s review 
and approval prior to implementing field activities. The workplan 
must include all information necessary for implementing field 
work. The workplan shall include a Site Safety Plan (SSP) and a 
Sampling Work Plan (SWP). The SSP must be submitted to the 
DTSC in conjunction with the submittal of the SWP. The 
objective of the SSP is to ensure protection of the investigative 
team as well as the general public during sampling activities. 

If risk to human or ecological health is identified, the SUMC 

LTS 



6-56 Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR — 
 Revisions to the Draft EIR 

Table S-4 
SUMC Project Summary of Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impacts 

Impact 
Significance 

Without 
Mitigation Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Significance 

With 
Mitigation 

Project sponsors shall prepare and implement a Removal Action 
Workplan (SB 1706 Stats. 1994, Chapter 441) (non-emergency 
removal action or remedial action at a hazardous substance 
release site which is projected to cost less than $1,000,000) that 
is consistent with the NCP. 

HW-4. Stormwater Runoff and Erosion. The SUMC Project 
would have a less-than-significant impact on stormwater runoff 
and erosion.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-5. Flooding and Stormwater Conveyance Capacity. The 
SUMC Project would have a less-than-significant impact on 
flooding and stormwater conveyance capacity.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-6. Streambank Instability.  The SUMC Project would 
have a less-than-significant impact on streambank instability.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-7. Degradation of Surface Water Quality.  The SUMC 
Project would have a less-than-significant impact on 
degradation of surface water quality.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-8. Dam Failure Inundation.  The SUMC Project would 
have a less-than-significant impact regarding dam failure 
inundation.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-9. Violation of Any Water Quality Standards or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (WDRs). The SUMC Project would 
have a less-than-significant impact regarding water quality 
standards or WDRs.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-10. Cumulative Groundwater Recharge and Local Water 
Table.  The SUMC Project, in combination with reasonably 
foreseeable probable future development, would have a less-
than-significant cumulative considerable impact on 
groundwater recharge and the local groundwater table.   

LTS None required. N/A 
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HW-11. Cumulative Groundwater Quality Impacts.  The 
SUMC Project, in combination with reasonably foreseeable 
probable future development, would have a less-than-
significant cumulative impact on groundwater quality.  

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-12. Cumulative Stormwater Runoff and Erosion.  The 
SUMC Project, in combination with reasonably foreseeable 
probable future development, would have a less-than-
significant cumulative impact on stormwater runoff and 
erosion.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-13. Cumulative Flooding and Stormwater Conveyance.  
The SUMC Project, in combination with reasonably 
foreseeable probable future development, would have a less-
than-significant cumulative impact on stormwater runoff and 
erosion.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-14. Streambank Instability. The SUMC Project, in 
combination with reasonably foreseeable probable future 
development, would have a less-than-significant cumulative 
impact on streambank instability.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-15.  Degradation of Surface Water Quality.  The SUMC 
Project, in combination with reasonably foreseeable probable 
future development, would have a less-than-significant 
cumulative impact on degradation of surface water quality.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-16.  Dam Failure Inundation.  The SUMC Project, in 
combination with reasonably foreseeable probable future 
development, would have a less-than-significant cumulative 
impact regarding dam failure inundation.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HW-17. Violation of Any Water Quality Standards or Waste 
Discharge Requirements (WDRs).  The SUMC Project, in 
combination with reasonably foreseeable probable future 
development, would have a less-than-significant cumulative 
impact on violation of water quality standards and WDRs.   

LTS None required. N/A 
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3.12 Hazardous Materials 

HM-1. Exposure from Hazardous Materials Use, Handling, 
and Disposal. The SUMC Project would not substantially 
increase exposure from hazardous materials use, handling, and 
disposal during operation.  

LTS None required. N/A 

HM-2. Demolition and Construction-Related Hazardous 
Materials Disturbance.  The SUMC Project could release 
hazardous materials in existing buildings.  

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Implementation of the mitigation measure below 
would reduce impacts from exposure to asbestos containing materials to a 
less-than-significant level at the SUMC Sites by ensuring that all asbestos 
containing materials are identified and removed prior to structural 
modification and/or demolition.  

HM-2.1  Conduct Asbestos Survey at the SUMC Sites.  Prior to building 
renovation and/or demolition, an asbestos survey shall be performed 
on all areas of the building anticipated to be demolished and/or 
renovated. This survey shall be performed by a licensed asbestos 
abatement contractor.  In the event that asbestos is identified in the 
buildings proposed to be demolished and/or renovated, all asbestos 
containing materials shall be removed and appropriately disposed of 
by a licensed asbestos abatement contractor. A site health and safety 
plan, to ensure worker safety, in compliance with OSHA 
requirements (8 CCR 5208) shall be developed by the SUMC Project 
sponsors and in place prior to commencing renovation or demolition 
work on portions of buildings containing asbestos. 

LTS 
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HM-3. Exposure to Contaminated Soil and/or Groundwater 
During Construction.  The SUMC Project could expose 
construction personnel and public to existing contaminated 
groundwater and/or soil.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  With implementation of Mitigation Measure 
HM-3.1 through HM-3.4, below, the significant impact on construction 
personnel and the public due to exposure to contaminated soil and/or 
groundwater at the SUMC Sites would be reduced to less-than-significant 
levels.  In addition, Mitigation Measure HW-3.1 in Section 3.11, 
Hydrology, would require the SUMC Project sponsors to develop a work 
plan for any unknown contaminated site, which would further reduce the 
impacts to less than significant.  Mitigation Measure HM-3.4 would require 
specification of measures to prevent hazards from any remediation itself.  
As such, these would be less-than-significant impacts from any remediation.   

HM-3.1  Perform a Phase II ESA for the 701 Welch Site.  A Phase II ESA 
shall be performed at 701 Welsh Site Building B.  The Phase II 
ESA shall include sampling and analysis of soil, groundwater, 
wastewater, and residues on surfaces such as laboratories 
countertops, fume hoods, sinks, sumps, floors, and drain lines.  
The County DEH and PAFD shall be notified by the Project 
sponsors if contamination is discovered.  If contamination is 
discovered, the SUMC Project sponsors shall prepare a site 
remediation assessment that (a) specifies measures to protect 
workers and the public from exposure to potential site hazards 
and (b) certifies that the proposed remediation measures would 
clean up contaminants, dispose of the wastes, and protect public 
health in accordance with federal, State, and local requirements.  
Site excavation activities shall not proceed until the site 
remediation has been approved by the County DEH and 
implemented by the SUMC Project sponsors. Additionally, the 
Site Remediation Assessment shall be subject to review and 
approval by the San Francisco Bay RWQCB. All appropriate 
agencies shall be notified. 

HM-3.2  Excavate Contaminated Soil from the 703 Welch Site.  For the 4- 
to 9-square-foot area near every discharge point from the 
building, soil samples shall be performed and contaminated soil 
excavated, removed, and transported to an approved disposal 

LTS 
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facility in compliance with OSHA requirements. The County 
DEH and the PAFD shall be notified by the SUMC Project 
sponsors if contamination is encountered during construction. 

HM-3.3 Conduct a Soil Vapor Excavation Program at the Hoover 
Pavilion Site.  A qualified consultant, under the SUMC Project 
sponsors’ direction, shall undertake the following activities: 

 Remove all buried underground storage tanks from the 
property after sheds and storage buildings on the Hoover 
Pavilion site have been demolished; 

 To the extent necessary, additional soil sampling shall be 
collected to determine health risks and to develop disposal 
criteria; 

 If warranted based on soil sampling, contaminated soil shall 
be excavated, removed, and transported to an approved 
disposal facility in compliance with OSHA requirements; 
and    

 If warranted based on soil sampling, a human health risk 
assessment shall be prepared and implemented to determine 
potential for impacts on construction workers as well as to 
develop measures to ensure it is safe to redevelop the 
Hoover Pavilion Site within engineering controls (e.g., SVE 
or vapor barriers); and   

 To the extent required based upon the results of soil 
sampling and the results of a health risk assessment (if 
applicable), a Site Health and Safety Plan to ensure worker 
safety in compliance with OSHA requirements shall be 
developed by the SUMC Project sponsors, and in places 
prior to commencing work on any contaminated site. 

 The SUMC Project sponsors shall cooperate with submit 
documents to the County DEH to proceed with closure of the 
Hoover Pavilion Site. 
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HM-3.4 Develop a Site Management Plan for the Hoover Pavilion Site.  
The SUMC Project sponsors shall prepare a site remediation 
assessment that (a) specifies measures to protect workers and the 
public from exposure to potential site hazards, including hazards 
from remediation itself, and (b) certifies that the proposed 
remediation measures would clean up contaminants, dispose of 
the wastes, and protect public health in accordance with federal, 
State, and local requirements.  Site excavation activities shall not 
proceed until the site remediation has been approved by the 
County DEH and implemented by the SUMC Project sponsors. 
Additionally, the Site Remediation Assessment shall be subject to 
review and approval by the San Francisco Bay RWQCB. All 
appropriate agencies shall be notified. 

HM-4. Hazardous Waste Generation and Disposal Resulting 
in Increased Exposure Risk.  The SUMC Project would not 
substantially increase exposure risk related to hazardous waste 
generation.  

LTS None required. N/A 

HM-5. Emit Hazardous Emissions or Handle Hazardous 
Materials Within One-Quarter Mile of a School.  The SUMC 
Project would not emit or handle hazardous materials within 
one-quarter mile of school.  

LTS None required. N/A 

HM-6. Construct a School on a Property that is Subject to 
Hazards from Hazardous Materials Contamination, Emissions 
or Accidental Release. The SUMC Project would not construct 
a school that is subject to hazards from hazardous materials 
contamination, emissions or accidental release.  

NI None required. N/A 
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HM-7. Occur on a Site Included on the Cortese List, a List of 
Hazardous Materials Sites. The SUMC Project would result in 
construction of facilities on a site included on the Cortese List.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Implementation of Mitigation Measures HM-3.3 
and HM-3.4, which involve the implementation of a soil vapor program and 
development of a site management plan, would reduce the potential for 
exposure to hazardous materials at the Hoover Pavilion Site to less-than-
significant levels. Additionally, compliance with current federal, State and 
local regulations would help prevent any further exposure to hazardous 
materials. 

LTS 

HM-8. Wildland Fire Risk.  The SUMC Project would not 
expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, 
or death involving wildland fires.   

NI None required. N/A 

HM-9. Occur on a Site Located Within an Airport Land Use 
Plan or Within Two Miles of a Public Airport, and Result in a 
Safety Hazard.  The SUMC Project would not be located 
within an Airport Land Use Plan or within 2 miles of a Public 
Airport.   

NI None required. N/A 

HM-10. Impairment of Emergency Plans.  The SUMC Project 
could impair implementation or physically interfere with an 
adopted emergency response or evacuation plan.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measure HM-10.1 requires advance 
coordination with the City of Palo Alto on construction routes or roadway 
closures.  This measure, together with Mitigation Measures TR-1.1, 
TR-1.4 through TR-1.6, and TR-1.8, which all involve construction-period 
traffic controls, would reduce the significant construction-period impacts to 
a less-than-significant level.  Mitigation Measure TR-9.1, would involve 
the installation of emergency vehicle traffic signal priority (OptiCom) at all 
intersections significantly impacted by the SUMC Project.  Mitigation 
Measure TR-9.1 would reduce impacts on emergency access during 
operation.  Implementation of these measures would reduce the SUMC 
Project’s impact to emergency evacuation and response plans to a less-than-
significant level.     

HM-10.1 Coordinate Construction Activities with the City of Palo Alto.  
The SUMC Project sponsors shall provide to the City planned 
construction routes, roadway closures, and access and closures 
schedules.  This information shall be provided to the City at least 
two weeks in advance of the planned access and closures.  The 

LTS 
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City shall coordinate this information among affected emergency 
service providers, including the City’s Fire and Police 
Departments, and private ambulance services, so that alternative 
routes could be planned and announced prior to the scheduled 
access and closures, as deemed necessary by the City.   

HM-11. Cumulative Handling, Storage, Disposal, and 
Transport of Hazardous Materials. Cumulative development 
would increase handling, storage, disposal, and transport 
within the SUMC Sites and adjacent areas.  However, 
cumulative development would be subject to applicable federal, 
State, and local regulations that would govern these activities. 
As a result, the cumulative impact would be less than 
significant.   

LTS None required. N/A 

HM-12. Cumulative Disturbance of Hazardous Materials from 
Construction. The SUMC Project and adjacent development 
could result in cumulative release of hazardous materials 
during construction, a significant cumulative impact.  The 
SUMC Project’s contribution to the cumulative impact would 
be considerable.  

S MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measure HM-2.1, involving measures 
to reduce exposure of persons to hazardous materials (such as asbestos), 
would reduce the SUMC Project’s contribution to a less-than-significant 
level 

LTS 

HM-13. Cumulative Exposure to Contaminated Soil and/or 
Groundwater, and from Cortese List Sites. The SUMC Project 
and adjacent development could result in cumulative 
disturbance of contaminated soils, release of hazardous 
materials during construction, a significant cumulative impact.  
The SUMC Project’s contribution to the cumulative impact 
would be considerable.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measure HM-3.2, which involves 
remediation of known site contamination at the 703 Welch Road site, would 
reduce the SUMC Project’s contribution to the cumulative impact to less 
than considerable.  Also, Mitigation Measures HM-3.1, HM-3.3, and HM-
3.4, involving investigations at other SUMC areas and preparation of the 
Site Management Plan for remediation activities, would further ensure that 
any other risks associated with the SUMC Project would be less than 
cumulatively considerable. 

LTS 

HM-14. Cumulative Exposure of Schools to Hazardous 
Materials and Waste. The SUMC Project, in combination with 
reasonably foreseeable probable future development, would 
have a less than cumulatively considerable impact on exposure 
of schools to hazardous materials.  

LTS None required. N/A 



6-64 Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR — 
 Revisions to the Draft EIR 

Table S-4 
SUMC Project Summary of Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Impacts 

Impact 
Significance 

Without 
Mitigation Mitigation Measures 

Impact 
Significance 

With 
Mitigation 

HM-15. Cumulative Impairment of Emergency Plans.  
Cumulative development could impair implementation or 
physically interfere with an adopted emergency response or 
evacuation plan. The SUMC Project’s contribution to the 
cumulative impact would be considerable.  

S MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measures HM-10.1, above, and 
TR-1.1, TR-1.4 through TR-1.6, and TR-1.8 would reduce the SUMC 
Project’s contribution to cumulative impacts on emergency evacuation and 
response plans to less than cumulatively considerable. 

LTS 

3.13 Population and Housing 

PH-1. Population Growth.  The SUMC Project would 
increase on-site employment and visitors and thus indirectly 
induce housing demand and population growth; however, the 
percentage of regional housing demand resulting from the 
SUMC Project would be relatively small in comparison with 
projected housing growth in the region, and would comprise a 
less-than-significant environmental impact.  

LTS None required. N/A 

PH-2. Displacement of Existing Housing or Residents.  The 
SUMC Project would not displace existing housing or residents 
because the SUMC Project would involve infill of currently 
developed sites that do not contain housing.  Thus, the SUMC 
Project would result in no impact with respect to displacement 
of housing or residents.   

NI None required. N/A 

PH-3. Impacts on Jobs to Employed Residents Ratio.  The 
SUMC Project would have an adverse impact on the City’s 
jobs to employed residents ratio because it would exceed the 
existing Comprehensive Plan and zoning allowances for the 
SUMC Sites and thus require amendment to the 
Comprehensive Plan and rezoning, and it would increase the 
City’s jobs to employed residents ratio by more than 0.01. 
However, this impact is not, itself, an environmental impact.  
This impact will would result in secondary environmental 
impacts relating to additional commute traffic, including the 
significant and unavoidable impacts on air quality and climate 
change, as identified in Sections 3.5 and 3.6.  The present 
analysis of impacts to the “jobs to employed residents” ratio is 

N/A MITIGATION MEASURE.  Implementation of Mitigation Measure PH-3.1 
would reduce the impact on the City’s jobs to employed residents ratio; 
however, such implementation would not fully avoid the SUMC Project’s 
impact on the jobs to employed residents ratio because (1) the measures 
would not guarantee provision of housing units to cover the demand from 
the 1,052 households (or 8 percent thereof), and (2) due to the various 
factors that people consider in choosing where to live, it cannot be 
ascertained that the 1,810 workers would choose to live in Palo Alto.  Due 
to the high concentration of jobs in Palo Alto, it is possible that a strong 
affordable housing program would result in reduced traffic congestion, 
vehicle miles traveled, and greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

N/A 
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presented for informational purposes, and for the purpose of 
identifying additional mitigation measures for those identified 
impacts. 

Implementation of Mitigation Measure PH-3.1 is not directly required in 
order to mitigate a significant environmental impact, but rather should be 
considered as possible additional mitigation for Impacts AQ-2, AQ-7, 
CC-1, and CC-2, as discussed in Section 3.5, Air Quality, and Section 3.6, 
Climate Change, of this EIR.  However, it should be stressed that these 
measures are presented here only in conceptual terms, and the City may 
find that some or all of them are not feasible for various legal, practical, or 
other reasons.  As such, Mitigation Measure PH-3.1 is presented for 
informational purposes, and to ensure that all possible options for 
mitigation of these impacts are adequately considered. 

PH-3.1 Reduce the Impacts on the Jobs to Employed Residents Ratio.  In 
order to reduce the SUMC Project’s impacts on the City’s jobs to 
employed residents ratio, one or more of the following measures 
shall be implemented by both the City and the SUMC Project 
sponsors: 

 The City shall explore amending the Zoning Code to permit 
more residential uses, particularly multifamily residential 
use; 

 The SUMC Project sponsors shall ensure that a specified 
number of housing units in the County shall be dedicated to 
SUMC employees; 

 The City shall amend the Zoning Code to remove the 
hospital exemption from payment of the affordable housing 
fee;  

 The City shall impose an additional ad hoc housing fee on 
development to ensure development of required affordable 
housing.  The amount of the fee shall be based on the cost of 
the additional affordable housing units induced by the SUMC 
Project as well as the cost of the General Fund subsidy 
contribution to the existing housing impact fee; and/or 
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 The City shall provide an inclusionary housing requirement 
in the newly created Hospital District.  The requirement 
shall provide a number of options for development of 
additional housing with an emphasis on affordable housing. 

3.14 Public Services 

PS-1. Impacts Related to Fire Protection and Emergency 
Medical Facilities.  The SUMC Project would require an 
increased level of fire and emergency services.  However, the 
increased level of fire and emergency services would not be 
large enough to trigger the need for construction of new 
facilities, which could adversely affect the physical 
environment.  Impacts would be less than significant.   

LTS None required. N/A 

PS-2. Impacts from Police Protection Facilities.  The SUMC 
Project would require an increased level of police services.  
However, the increased level of police services would not be 
large enough to trigger the need for construction of new 
facilities, which could adversely affect the physical 
environment.  Impacts would be less than significant.   

LTS None required. N/A 

PS-3. Impacts Related to School Facilities.  An increase in 
students, which would require school expansions, would result 
as a tertiary impact of the SUMC Project, since increased 
employment from the SUMC Project could induce additional 
housing units within the City.  Both the SUMC Project and 
induced housing projects would be subject to SB 50 School 
Impact Fees, which would mitigate impacts to less than 
significant.   

LTS None required. N/A 

PS-4. Impacts Related to Construction of New or Altered 
Parks and Recreation Facilities.  The SUMC Project would not 
result in the construction or expansion of new parks or fields, 
which would in turn result in adverse environmental impacts.  
The SUMC Project would be required to pay a City 

LTS None required. N/A 
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Community Facility Fee, which would be used to fund new 
parks or an alteration to an existing park, and would mitigate 
impacts to less than significant.   

PS-5. Deterioration of Park and Recreation Facilities.  
Increased recreational demand from SUMC Project employees 
could accelerate the physical deterioration of the City’s parks 
and fields.  The SUMC Project would be required to pay a 
City Community Facility Fee, which reduce or avoid any such 
deterioration, and would mitigate impacts to less than 
significant.   

LTS None required. N/A 

PS-6. Cumulative Fire Protection Demand and Emergency 
Medical Facilities.  Cumulative growth would increase demand 
for fire protection and emergency response services within the 
PAFD’s service area; however, no new PAFD facilities would 
need to be constructed.  Cumulative impacts would be less 
than significant.   

LTS None required. N/A 

PS-7. Cumulative Police Protection Demand. Cumulative 
growth in the City could necessitate construction of new or 
expanded police facilities in order to meet increased demand 
for services.  Construction of new or expanded police facilities 
could result in significant environmental impacts.  As such, 
cumulative impacts related to police service could be 
significant. However the SUMC Project’s contribution to the 
cumulative need for new or expanded police facilities would be 
less than cumulatively considerable.   

LTS None required. N/A 

PS-8. Cumulative School Demand.  Cumulative 
development in the City can be expected to necessitate 
expansion of school facilities, which could have adverse 
physical environmental impacts.  This cumulative impact is 
conservatively assumed to be significant, although the SUMC 
Project’s contribution to this cumulative impact would be less 
than cumulatively considerable.   

LTS None required. N/A 
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PS-9 Cumulative Demand for Parks and Recreation 
Facilities, and for New Parks.  Cumulative impacts related to 
park deterioration would be less than significant due to the 
City’s Community Facility Fee.  Cumulative growth in the 
City would necessitate acquisition or development of new 
parklands, which could result in significant environmental 
impacts; however, the contribution of the SUMC Project to 
this cumulative impact would be less than cumulatively 
considerable.   

LTS None required. N/A 

3.15 Utilities 

UT-1. Water Demand.  The SUMC Project would result in a 
less-than-significant water supply impact because it would not 
result in the need for new or expanded entitlements for water 
supplies, and would not require expansion or construction of 
water facilities.   

LTS None required. N/A 

UT-2. Wastewater Generation.  The SUMC Project would 
result in a less-than-significant wastewater impact because it 
would not exceed treatment requirements of the RWQCB, 
would not significantly increase use of the wastewater disposal 
system, and would not require expansion or construction of 
wastewater collection or treatment facilities.   

LTS None required. N/A 

UT-3. Stormwater Generation.  The SUMC Project would 
have a less-than-significant impact related to stormwater 
collection system capacity because it would not significantly 
increase use of the stormwater collection system, and would 
not require expansion or construction of new stormwater 
facilities.   

LTS None required. N/A 
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UT-4. Solid Waste Generation.  The SUMC Project would 
result in a less-than-significant solid waste impact because it 
would be served by landfills with sufficient capacity and, thus, 
would not contribute to the need to expand existing or 
construct new solid waste disposal facilities.   

LTS None required. N/A 

UT-5. Energy Demand.  Although the SUMC Project is an 
urban infill project and would not require the expansion of 
natural gas facilities and would use existing utility facilities, it 
may require the installation of near-site electrical facilities and 
natural gas pipelines to accommodate the projected additional 
demand.  However, this installation is included in the SUMC 
Project and no additional off-site construction relating to 
electrical and natural gas facilities would occur.  Therefore, 
the SUMC Project would have a less-than-significant impact 
related to the construction of energy facilities.   

LTS None required. N/A 

UT-6. Cumulative Water Impacts.  Since the City has 
sufficient water supply to accommodate water demands for 
cumulative development up to 2025, new or expanded 
entitlements for water supplies are not necessary.  Therefore, 
cumulative development would have a less-than-significant 
cumulative impact related to water supply.   

LTS None required. N/A 

UT-7. Cumulative Wastewater Impacts.  Since the RWQCP 
has sufficient capacity to accommodate wastewater generated 
by cumulative development up to 2025, implementation of 
major facility and infrastructure improvements would not be 
necessary.  In addition, general replacement and maintenance 
of old wastewater facilities is expected and would comply with 
applicable environmental regulations.  Therefore, cumulative 
development would not have a significant cumulative impact 
related to wastewater.   

LTS None required. N/A 
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UT-8. Cumulative Stormwater Generation.  Cumulative 
development in the City of Palo Alto and at Stanford 
University could increase the amount of stormwater runoff.  
This increased level of runoff may trigger the need for the 
replacement or maintenance of storm drain facilities.  
However, general replacement and maintenance of storm drain 
facilities is included in City plans and would comply with 
applicable environmental regulations.  Therefore, cumulative 
development would have a less-than-significant cumulative 
impact related to the capacity or deterioration of storm drain 
facilities.   

LTS None required. N/A 

UT-9. Cumulative Solid Waste Impacts.  Cumulative 
development would generate solid waste within the permitted 
capacity of the SMART Station and Kirby Canyon Landfill.  
Cumulative development would not result in substantial 
deterioration of solid waste facilities.  As such, cumulative 
impacts related to solid waste generation would be less than 
significant.   

LTS None required. N/A 

UT-10. Cumulative Energy Demand.  Cumulative 
development in the City of Palo Alto would consume 
additional energy and, therefore, would increase the demand 
for energy.  The City’s electrical and natural gas facilities are 
projected to have adequate capacity to serve the City’s 
increased demand for energy.  The increased level of energy 
demand may trigger the need for the replacement or 
maintenance of energy facilities.  However, general 
replacement and maintenance of energy facilities is expected 
and would comply with applicable environmental regulations.  
Therefore, cumulative development would not have a 
significant cumulative impact related to energy demand and 
energy facilities.   

LTS None required. N/A 
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Draft EIR text on page S-93 first bullet of the significant and unavoidable impact list is deleted as 
follows: 

 Deterioration of intersection level of service during Peak Hour conditions at three two 
Menlo Park intersections (Middlefield Road and Willow Road, Bayfront Expressway and 
Willow Road. and University Avenue and Bayfront Expressway); 

Draft EIR text on page S-93, fifth bullet, is deleted as follows: 

 Contribution to cumulative emissions of toxic air contaminants; 

Draft EIR text on page S-93, sixth bullet, is deleted as follows: 

 Emission of greenhouse gases, which would contravene the City’s ability to meet emission 
reduction goals in the Palo Alto Climate Protection Plan and which would have a 
cumulatively considerable contribution to global climate change; 

The tenth bullet on page S-93, tenth bullet, has been revised as follows: 

 Removal of up to 71 74 Protected Trees, as defined in City of Palo Alto’s Tree Protection 
and Management Regulations, which is a significant and unavoidable impact on both a 
project level and a cumulative level. 

Selected Draft EIR text on page S-99 and S-102, from Table S-5, is revised as follows:  

Table S-5 
Assessment of SUMC Project Alternatives (Compared to the SUMC Project) 

Impact 
SUMC 
Project 

No Project 
Alternative 

A 

No Project 
Alternative 

B 

Reduced 
Intensity 

Alternative 
A 

Reduced 
Intensity 

Alternative 
B 

Tree 
Preservation 
Alternative 

Historic 
Preservation 
Alternative 

Village 
Concept 

Alternative 

Transportation 

Intersection 
LOS 

S/SU 
S/LTS 

NI NI NI S/SU 
S/LTS 

S/SU 
S/LTS 

S/SU 
S/LTS 

S/SU 
S/LTS 

Air Quality 

Cumulative 
Impacts 

S/SU 
 

S/SU 
LTS 

S/SU 
 

S/SU 
 

S/SU 
 

S/SU 
 

S/SU 
 

S/SU 
 

Climate Change 

Consistency 
with Individual 
Polices of the 
Climate 
Protection Plan 

S/SU 
LTS  

LTS LTS LTS S/LTS S/SULTS S/SU S/SULTS 

Result in 
Significant 
Emissions of 
Greenhouse 
Gases 

S/SU 
LTS 

LTS LTS LTS S/LTS S/SULTS S/SU S/SULTS 



6-72 Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR — 
 Revisions to the Draft EIR 

Table S-5 
Assessment of SUMC Project Alternatives (Compared to the SUMC Project) 

Impact 
SUMC 
Project 

No Project 
Alternative 

A 

No Project 
Alternative 

B 

Reduced 
Intensity 

Alternative 
A 

Reduced 
Intensity 

Alternative 
B 

Tree 
Preservation 
Alternative 

Historic 
Preservation 
Alternative 

Village 
Concept 

Alternative 

Population and Housing 

Cumulative 
Impacts 

S/SU 
LTS 

NI NI NI LTS LTS LTS LTS 

6.3 CHANGES TO DRAFT EIR SECTION 2, PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Draft EIR text on page 2-2, the fourth sentence of first paragraph, is revised as follows: 

A 0.75-acre portion of the SoM area within the Main SUMC Site is located in unincorporated 
Santa Clara County, but within the City’s Urban Service Area, and is proposed for annexation to 
the City of Palo Alto. 

The following edits have been made to the third paragraph on page 2-12 of the Draft EIR:   

The approximately 56-acre Main SUMC Site is comprised of Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 
142-03-008, 142-03-037, 142-23-003, 142-23-004, 142-23-005, 142-23-006, 142-23-007, 142-23-
010, 142-23-012, 142-23-016, 142-23-017, 142-23-018, 142-23-019, 142-23-024, 142-23-025.  
Properties within the approximately 9.9-acre Hoover Pavilion Site include APNs 142-04-012, 142-
04-011, and 142-04-10 142-04-019. 

Draft EIR text on page 2-23, second bullet, is revised as follows: 

 Annexation to Palo Alto of a 0.75-acre property within Santa Clara County jurisdiction, but 
within the City’s Urban Service Area, with a Major Institution/Special Facilities land use 
designation to be applied to this property. 

The fourth bullet under the subheader “Other City Approvals” on page 2-28, extending to page 2-29 of 
the Draft EIR, has been revised as follows: 

 Regulations in this district would include applicability, preservation, and exemptions for 
removal and replacement of Protected Trees.  The Hospital District would create a 
procedure to permit the removal or relocation of approximately 48 Protected Trees while 
preserving approximately 23 Protected Trees trees that are considered both biologically and 
aesthetically significant tree resources.23  The existing Protected Trees that are considered 
both biologically and aesthetically significant tree resources are discussed in more detail in 
Section 3.9, Biological Resources, and Section 5, Alternatives.  The Hospital District 
ordinance would include provisions for an applicable timeline (development vs. non-
development) and for specific Protected Tree retention and preservation through 
development standards and regulations.  Some Protected Trees that qualified for exemption 
to the regulations could be removed, providing that they are replaced per the City Tree 
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Technical Manual (TTM) standards (TTM, Section 3.00).  In addition, the Hospital 
District ordinance would require a minor amendment to the Tree Ordinance (Palo Alto 
Municipal Code Section 8.10) to recognize and cross-reference with the Hospital District 
ordinance.23 

Draft EIR text on page 2-63, last bullet, is revised as follows: 

 Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) approval of annexation., issuing and 
recording a Certificate of Completion for the annexation, providing the required 
documentation of the State Board of Equalization, and notifying the affected agencies and 
departments about the City’s approval of the annexation.   

6.4 CHANGES TO DRAFT EIR SECTION 3, ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

Section 3.2, Land Use 

Draft EIR text on page 3.2-9, first bullet, is revised as follows: 

 SoM proposes annexation of the 0.75-acre parcel within Santa Clara County jurisdiction 
but within the City’s Urban Service Area.  This area would be annexed under the Major 
Institution/Special Facilities land use designation.  The proposed FIM 1 building would be 
consistent with this designation. 

The following edits have been made to the second paragraph in the right-hand column on page 3.2-18 
of the Draft EIR.  However, it is important to note that although edits have been made, the conclusion 
that no conflict with Policy T-27 would occur remains the same.   

Generally, existing roadway capacity is improved by adding left and right turn lanes to the 
intersections.  The SUMC Project would add a connection (Durand Way) between Sand Hill Road 
and Welch Road; however, this connection would extend through one block and would provide 
new access to the Main SUMC Site.  The Durand Way extension would increase roadway capacity, 
but only to the extent that it would provide traffic relief to Pasteur Road and Sand Hill Road.  This 
would enable traffic from El Camino Real to rely on Durand Way and traffic from I-280 to rely on 
Pasteur Drive.  Although roadway capacity would increase, bicycle and pedestrian facilities would 
be included as part of the Durand Way extension, which would connect to the Class I bicycle path 
along San Francisquito Creek.  This connection would help satisfy compliance with Policy T-27. 

In addition, Welch Road would be widened to three lanes provide roadway capacity in order to 
improve safety and to accommodate on-street bicycle lanes.  Neither of these improvements would 
enhance capacity for anticipated vehicle movement, including ambulance access. 

The first paragraph under Policy N-14, under the header “SUMC Project Consistency” in Table 3.2-2, 
page 3.2-20, has been revised as follows: 

The SUMC Project would replace trees removed during construction and would supply new street 
trees.  However, the SUMC Project would remove up to 71 74 Protected Trees, which are 
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considered an important resource to the City.  Mitigation Measures BR-4.1 through BR-4.5, 
provided in Section 3.9, Biological Resources, require the preparation of a Tree Preservation 
Report, a solar access study, a Tree Relocation Feasibility Plan, a Tree Preservation Bond/Security 
Guarantee Memorandum of Understanding, and minor site modifications to the current site plans.  
While complete preservation or relocation of Protected Trees would not occur, this mitigation 
would fulfill the City’s responsibility to protect, revitalize, and expand Palo Alto’s urban forest. 

The following edits have been made to the first paragraph on page 3.2-29 of Section 3.2, Land Use. 
Please note that the last sentence in the text below is already underlines in the Draft EIR and so the 
additional text here is bolded and double underlined.  In addition, the City has proposed to modify 
Policy L-8 as follows (underlined text would be added): 

Maintain a limit of 3,257,900 square feet of new non-residential development for the nine 
planning areas evaluated in the 1989 Citywide Land Use and Transportation Study, with the 
understanding that the City Council may make modifications for specific properties that allow 
modest additional growth.  Such additional growth will count towards the 3,257,900 maximum.  
Stanford University Medical Center hospital, clinic, and medical school uses are not intended 
to be treated as “non-residential development” for the purposes of this policy; thus, additional 
growth in areas zoned “Hospital District” is exempt from this policy.   

Draft EIR text on page 3.2-31, the first sentence of the last paragraph, is revised as follows:  

The SUMC Project would require the annexation of a small (approximately 0.75-acre) area, within 
the City’s Urban Service Area, from Santa Clara County. 

Section 3.3, Visual Quality 

The last paragraph on page 3.3-5, continuing to page 3.3-6, has been revised as follows: 

Of the 176 178 Protected Trees at the SUMC Sites, 60 63 Protected Trees on the Main SUMC Site 
appear to be within or sufficiently close to new building footprint areas or paved areas associated 
with site reconfiguration such that they may be affected by SUMC Project construction.  Out of 
these 60 63 Protected Trees potentially to be removed at the Main SUMC Site, the City has 
designated approximately 23 13 of these Protected Trees as having both biological and aesthetic 
tree resources characteristics.  In addition, there are five Protected Trees that have also been 
determined to be biological and aesthetic tree resources, but would be retained in place under the 
SUMC Project, for a total of 18 biological and aesthetic tree resources on the Main SUMC Site.6 
All Protected Trees are biological tree resources.  A “Biological Tree Resource” is a protected 
category oak or redwood of a certain size as defined in the Palo Alto Municipal Code, Chapter 
8.10, Tree Preservation and Management Regulations.  Under the proposed Hospital District 
zoning, Aan “Aesthetic Tree Resource” is a Protected Tree that is deemed important to the SUMC 
Project Sites, as designated by the Department of Planning and Community Environment or the 
City Council, because it has one or more of the following qualities: functions as an important or 
prominent visual feature; contributes to a larger grove or landscape theme; and/or possesses unique 
character as defined in the designation of Heritage Trees (per Palo Alto Municipal Code Section 
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8.10.090).  The 23 Protected Trees that are both biologically and aesthetically significant tree 
resources would require retention and preservation under the proposed Hospital District zoning 
ordinance for the SUMC Project.67  Section 3.9, Biological Resources, discusses biologically and 
aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources in more detail; therefore, this topic will not 
be addressed further in this section. 
    
6  City of Palo Alto, SUMC Protected Tree Survey, July 20, 2010. 
67 City of Palo Alto Department of Planning and Community Environment, Dave Dockter, Environmental 

Planner, “SUMC Environmental Impact Report Strategy: How the City will approach evaluation of the 
Tree Resources in the SUMC Project Area,” memorandum, July 28, 2009. 

The third full paragraph on page 3.3-6 has been revised as follows: 

The majority of the Hoover Pavilion Site is covered by surface parking lots, although large trees 
and landscaped walks also surround the buildings within the Hoover Pavilion Site.  Of the 176 178 
Protected Trees at the SUMC Sites, 11 Protected Trees at the Hoover Pavilion Site appear to be 
within or sufficiently close to new building footprint areas or paved areas associated with site 
reconfiguration such that they may be affected by project construction.  However, the City has not 
deemed these trees to have both biological and be aesthetic tree resources as defined by the 
proposed Hospital District zoning ordinance characteristics. 

The following text has been added to the first bullet point after subheader “Section 18.40.130” on page 
3.3-22 of the Draft EIR: 

 Utilities (e.g., transformer cabinets, pads, fiber optic trenching and above ground cabinets, 
large water check valves) and underground utilities shall not be placed within required 
landscaped areas, except where they will not preclude appropriate planting of trees and will 
be predominantly screened from public view.  These locations shall comply with City of 
Palo Alto Utilities Department (CPAU) Rules and Regulations, and the Utility Standards. 

The third paragraph on page 3.3-34 has been revised as follows: 

Landscaping.  Overall, the SUMC Project would decrease landscaped area on the ground by about 
1 acre, but would increase landscaped rooftops by about 6 acres.  Approximately 1,562 trees, 
including native and non-native ornamental species have been identified in the SUMC Sites.20  
There would be removal of mature trees on both SUMC Sites, including up to a total 71 74 
Protected Trees, which is discussed in more detail in Section 3.9, Biological Resources.  This 
Visual Quality section addresses changes in landscaping overall, and Section 3.9, Biological 
Resources, specifically addresses loss of Protected Trees. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.3-39, Mitigation Measure VQ-2.1, has been revised as follows: 

VQ-2.1 Adhere to City’s Architectural Review Process and Recommendations.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors shall submit final building and site plans to the ARB prior to issuance 
of any development permits.  Architectural Review shall assess the appropriateness of 
proposed demolitions, proposed building heights and massing, siting of buildings and 
structures, architecture and façade treatments, landscaping, circulation plans, and 
parking.  The ARB may require recommend alterations to any of the above project 
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features, or the ARB may suggest new features, such as new landscaping or public art, 
to improve the proposed SUMC Project design.  Any recommendations made by the 
ARB conditions required by the City Council as a result of the Architectural Review 
Process with respect to the design of the SUMC Project shall be implemented by the 
SUMC Project sponsors. 

Section 3.4, Transportation.   

As shown in Table 6-1, below, several figures in Section 3.4 of the Draft EIR have been changed.  
Please see Staff-Initiated Change 2 in Section 3 of this document for the revised figures. 
 

Table 6-1 
List of Draft EIR Figure Changes in Section 3.4 

Draft EIR Figure 
Number and Page Figure Title Changes 

Transportation 
Impact Analysis 
Figure Number 

3.4-1 
Page 3.4-3 

Transportation Analysis 
Study Area and 
Intersections 

Added locations of five new study intersections (#67-#71).  
Revised Figure 3.4-1 replaces Figure 3.4-1 in the Draft 
EIR.  

1-1 

3.4-2 
Page 3.4-20 

Existing Bicycle 
Facilities in the vicinity 
of the SUMC Sites 

Amended Class I bike facilities along Alpine Road.  Revised 
Figure 3.4-2 replaces Figure 3.4-2 in the Draft EIR. 

2.4 

3.4-9 
Page 3.4-48 

SUMC Trip Distribution 
(Regional) 

Moved the ‘21%’ (from south of the SUMC Sites along US 
101) from between Oregon Expressway and San Antonio 
Road to south of San Antonio Road.  Revised Figure 3.4-9 
replaces Figure 3.4-9 in the Draft EIR. 

3-3 

Source:  AECOM, 2010. 

As summarized in Table 6-2, below, several tables in Section 3.4 of the Draft EIR have been revised.  
Please see Staff-Initiated Change 2 in Section 3 of this document for the revised tables. 
 

Table 6-2 
List of Draft EIR Table Changes in Section 3.4 

Draft EIR 
Table Number and 

Pages Table Title Changes 

Transportation 
Impact Analysis 
Table Number 

3.4-1 
Pages 3.4-7 through 

3.4-9 

List of Study 
Intersections 

Added information of five new study intersections (#67 
through #71).  Revised Table 3.4-1 replaces Table 3.4-1 
in the Draft EIR. 

1-1 

3.4-6 
Pages 3.4-14 

through 3.4-16 

Existing Peak Hour 
Intersection Level of 
Service 

Revised LOS for intersections #1 through #8, #27, #30, 
and #31 due to presence of traffic-adaptive signal 
technology under existing conditions and revised LOS for 
intersections #1 and #49 due to updated geometry.  
Added LOS for five new study intersections (#67 through 
#71).  Revised Table 3.4-6 replaces Table 3.4-6 in the 
Draft EIR. 

2-4 
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Table 6-2 
List of Draft EIR Table Changes in Section 3.4 

Draft EIR 
Table Number and 

Pages Table Title Changes 

Transportation 
Impact Analysis 
Table Number 

3.4-8 
Page 3.4-18 

Freeway Segment 
Level of Service 

Added information for the new study segment between 
Marsh Road and Woodside Road along US 101.  Revised 
Table 3.4-8 replaces Table 3.4-8 in the Draft EIR.  
Additional text has been underlined. 

2-6 

3.4-12 
Pages 3.4-35 

through 3.4-37 

LOS of Study 
Intersection for 2025 
No Project 

Revised LOS for intersections #1 through #8, #27, #30, 
and #31 due to presence of traffic-adaptive signal 
technology under 2025 No Project conditions and revised 
LOS for intersections #1 and #49 due to updated 
geometry and revised LOS for intersections #1 and #49 
due to updated geometry.  Added LOS for five new study 
intersections (#67 through #71).  Revised Table 3.4-12 
replaces Table 3.4-12 in the Draft EIR. 

3-1 

3.4-15 
Page 3.4-39 

2025 No Project 
Freeway LOS 

Added 2025 information for the new study segment 
between Marsh Road and Woodside Road along US 101.  
Revised Table 3.4-15 replaces Table 3.4-15 in the Draft 
EIR.  Additional text has been underlined. 

3-6 

3.4-17 
Pages 3.4-51 

through 3.4-53 

LOS Comparison 
with SUMC Only in 
2025 – SUMC Only 
Project Impact 

Revised LOS for intersections #1-#8, #27, #30, and #31 
due to presence of traffic-adaptive signal technology 
under 2025 No Project conditions and revised LOS for 
intersections #1 and #49 due to updated geometry.  
Added LOS for five new study intersections (#67 through 
#71).  Revised Table 3.4-17 replaces Table 3.4-17 in the 
Draft EIR. 

3-4 

3.4-18 
Pages 3.4-63 

through 3.4-65 

Intersection 
Improvements 

Updated mitigation measures for intersections #18, #46, 
#52, and #53 based on City of Menlo Park’s 2009 
Transportation Impact Fee Study Report and removed 
mitigation measures for intersections #3 and #30 as they 
are no longer impacted by the SUMC Project.  Revised 
Table 3.4-18 replaces Table 3.4-18 in the Draft EIR. 

4-4 

3.4-23 
Page 3.4-74 

2025 With SUMC 
Project Freeway 
Analysis 

Added 2025 analysis results for the new study segment 
between Marsh Road and Woodside Road along US 101.  
Revised Table 3.4-23 replaces Table 3.4-23 in the Draft 
EIR.  Additional text has been underlined. 

3-7 

Source: AECOM, 2010.  

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-6, first paragraph under Study Area Intersections, is revised as follows: 

The traffic study analyzed a total of 66 71 intersections.3  Sixty-four of these intersections are 
signalized and the following six seven are unsignalized: 

 Galvez Street/Arboretum Road 

 Stanford Road/Bowdoin Street 

 I-280 Northbound Off-Ramp/Alpine Road 

 I-280 Southbound Off-Ramp/Alpine Road 
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 Page Mill/I-280 Northbound Off-Ramp 

 Page Mill/I-280 Southbound Off-Ramp 

 West Bayshore Road/Embarcadero Road 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-6 first sentence in the fifth paragraph under Study Area Intersections, is 
revised as follows: 

The Transportation Impact Analysis analyzed a total of 66 71 intersections in the City of Palo Alto, 
City of Menlo Park, and City of East Palo Alto.   

Footnote 3 on page 3.4-6 of the Draft EIR has been deleted as follows: 

3 The 66  intersections include five intersections that were split into two directions, including 
Junipero Serra Boulevard and Campus Drive, Marsh Road and US 101, Welch Road and 
Pasteur Drive, I-280 and Alpine Road, and I-280 and Page Mill Road. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-9, Table 3.4-1, has been revised as follows:  
 

Intersection # Intersection City / Jurisdiction Source and Date of Count 

62 I-280 NB Off-Ramp and 
Alpine Road 

Palo Alto San Mateo 
County 

AECOM Transportation, 
October 2008 

63 I-280 SB Off-Ramp and 
Alpine Road 

Palo Alto San Mateo 
County 

AECOM Transportation, 
October 2008 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-10 first full paragraph is revised as follows: 

Freeway Segments.  The following six seven freeway segments were analyzed: 

 US 101 north of Marsh Road 

 US 101 north of University Avenue 

 US 101 south of University Avenue 

 US 101 south of Embarcadero/Oregon Expressway 

 I-280 north of Sand Hill Road 

 I-280 south of Alpine Road 

 I-280 south of Page Mill Road 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-17 second paragraph is revised as follows: 

During the PM Peak Hour, the following seven eight intersections operate at unsatisfactory levels 
of service: 

 Junipero Serra Boulevard – Foothill Expressway/Page Mill Rd (LOS F) [intersection #23] 

 Galvez Street/Arboretum Road (LOS F) [intersection #37] 

 Willow Road/Bayfront Expressway (LOS E) [intersection #52] 
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 University Avenue/Bayfront Expressway (LOS E) [intersection #53] 

 Bay Road/University Avenue (LOS E) [intersection #54] 

 I-280 NB Off-Ramp/Alpine Road (LOS F) [intersection #62] 

 Foothill Expressway/Arastradero Road (LOS E) [intersection #66] 

 Middlefield Road/Oregon Expressway (LOS E) [intersection #67] 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-18 third sentence in the first paragraph under Freeway Segments is revised 
as follows: 

These include the segments of US 101 north of Marsh Road, north of University Avenue, south of 
University Avenue, and south of Embarcadero/Oregon Expressway. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-33, third paragraph under Future Conditions, is revised as follows: 

2025 No Project.  This scenario includes all of the growth in population and employment that is 
projected to occur between Existing Conditions and the year 2025.  It also includes all of the 
highway and transit improvements that have dedicated sources of funding that are scheduled to be 
completed between Existing Conditions and 2025.  Expected transit improvements include the 
proposed VTA BRT service between the Palo Alto Transit Center and the Eastridge Transit Center 
in San Jose.  ItThis scenario does not include the SUMC Project.   

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-33, second and third sentence in the fifth paragraph, is revised as follows: 

During the AM Peak Hour, the following 11 12 intersections would operate at unsatisfactory levels 
of service.  Of these 11 12 intersections, six seven would operate at LOS E and five would operate 
at LOS F in the AM Peak Hour. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-34 after the sixth bullet in the first bulleted list is added as follows: 

 Middlefield Road/Oregon Expressway (LOS E) [intersection # 67] 

Draft EIR text page 3.4-34 first bullet in the second bulleted list is deleted and one more bullet is added 
as follows: 

 El Camino Real/Ravenswood Avenue (LOS E) [intersection #3] 

 Middlefield Road/Oregon Expressway (LOS E) [intersection # 67] 

The first sentence of second paragraph of TR-1 on page 3.4-40 is revised as follows: 

Figure 3.4-6 illustrates the proposed truck routes in the near vicinity of the SUMC Sites and Figure 
3.4-7 illustrates the designated truck routes in the City of Menlo Park.  The City of Menlo Park 
requires truck route permits for truck travel on Menlo Park streets. 
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The following text is added as the second paragraph on page 3.4-43 of the Draft EIR: 

There would be known CP/GUP construction projects (by Stanford University) located near the 
SUMC Project during the years that the SUMC Project is under construction.  CEQA requires 
mitigation of the SUMC Project’s contribution to a significant cumulative impact, if the 
contribution would be cumulatively considerable.  Under the CP/GUP, each time Stanford 
University commences construction of a CP/GUP project, it must submit a Construction Traffic 
Management Plan to the County that provides information on construction parking; pedestrian, 
bike, and transit circulation; notifications to Stanford Police and Palo Alto Fire Department; and 
truck routes. 

Draft EIR text on pages 3.4-43 to 3.4-44 is revised as follows: 

TR-1.4 Restrict Construction Hours.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall be required to prohibit 
or limit the number of construction material deliveries from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., 
and from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on weekdays.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall be 
required to limit the number of construction employees based upon an approved 
construction management plan from arriving or departing the site from the hours of 
7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Although not needed to reduce the 
impact to a less-than-significant level, the SUMC Project sponsors also shall limit the 
number of construction employees from arriving at the site from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 
a.m., contingent upon the City’s granting of an exception to its construction hours 
under its noise ordinance to allow construction to commence at 7:00 a.m. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-44 is revised as follows: 

TR-1.8 Prepare and Implement Construction Impact Mitigation Plan. In lieu of the above 
mitigation measures, the SUMC Project sponsors shall submit a detailed construction 
impact mitigation plan to the City of Palo Alto for approval by the Director of Public 
Works prior to commencing any construction activities with potential transportation 
impacts. This plan shall address in detail the activities to be carried out in each 
construction phase, the potential transportation impacts of each activity, and an 
acceptable method of reducing or eliminating significant transportation impacts. Details 
such as the routing and scheduling of materials deliveries, construction employee 
arrival and departure schedules, employee parking locations, and emergency vehicle 
access shall be described and approved.  Prior to its approval of the construction 
impact mitigation plan, the City of Palo Alto shall provide a copy of the construction 
impact plan to the City of Menlo Park for review and comment. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-44, is revised as follows: 

TR-1.9 Conduct Additional Measures During Special Events.  During major athletic events or 
other special events which attract a substantial number of visitors to the campus, the 
SUMC Project sponsors shall implement a mechanism to prevent roadway construction 
activities from reducing roadway capacity during major athletic events or other special 
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events which attract a substantial number of visitors to the campus along those 
roadways that would be affected by the SUMC Project and that would provide access 
to the athletic or other special events.  This measure may require a special 
supplemental permit to be approved by either Santa Clara County or the City of Palo 
Alto prior to hosting such events during significant construction phases. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-49, last sentence of the fifth bullet is deleted as follow: 

Local circulation could be improved with this roadway opening to all traffic as a public street. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-50 first paragraph is revised as follows: 

As seen in Table 3.4-17, a total of five four intersections would be significantly impacted by the 
SUMC Project during the AM Peak Hour: 

Draft EIR text page 3.4-50 third bullet in the first bulleted list is deleted as follows: 

 Sand Hill Road/Santa Cruz Avenue [intersection #30] – LOS would change from LOS D to 
E and therefore this intersection would be significantly affected by the SUMC Project. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-50 second paragraph is revised as follows: 

A total of 12 11 intersections would be significantly impacted by the SUMC Project during the PM 
Peak Hour: 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-50 first bullet in the second bulleted list is deleted as follows: 

 El Camino Real/Ravenswood Avenue [intersection #3] – LOS would remain at E but at 
least one critical movement for this State-controlled, Menlo Park intersection exceeded 0.8 
seconds.  This intersection would be significantly affected by the SUMC Project. 

Draft EIR text in the fourth paragraph on page 3.4-55 is revised as follows: 

Traffic-Adaptive Signal Technology.  Traffic-adaptive signals technology were was first 
implemented in Palo Alto along the Charleston-Arastradero corridor.  It has also been installed at 
intersections along El Camino Real (between Encinal Avenue and Quarry Road), Sand Hill Road 
(at Oak Avenue – Vine Street, and Santa Cruz Avenue),  and at Santa Cruz Avenue/Junipero Serra 
Boulevard/Alpine Road.  This technology reduces overall intersection delay by sensing traffic 
movements as they approach the intersection and adjusting the signal indications to serve those 
vehicles.  The City estimates that overall intersection delay can be reduced by up to 12 percent 
with the installation of traffic-adaptive signal technology.  Mitigation Measure TR-2.1 requires 
Stanford University to make a fair-share financial contribution towards the implementation of 
traffic-adaptive signals at impacted intersections. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-56, after third bullet in the first bulleted list, is added as follows:  

In addition, the City of Menlo Park has identified the following intersections for implementation of 
a traffic-adaptive technology: 
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 Middlefield Road/Willow Road (intersection #18) 

 Sand Circle/Sand Hill Road/I-280 (intersection #28) 

 Sharon Park Drive/Sand Hill Road (intersection #29) 

 Middlefield Road/Ringwood Avenue (intersection #45) 

 Middlefield Road/Ravenswood Avenue (intersection #46) 

 Marsh Road/Bay Road (intersection #48) 

 Marsh Road/US 101 SB Off-Ramp (intersection #49) 

 Marsh Road/US 101 NB Off-Ramp (intersection #50) 

 Willow Road/Bay Road (intersection #51) 

 Durham Street/Willow Road (intersection #68) 

 Middlefield Road/Marsh Road (intersection #69) 

 Newbridge Street/Willow Road (intersection #70) 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-56, second sentence in the first full paragraph, is added as follows: 

However, the following four three intersections would remain significantly impacted. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-56, second bullet in the second bulleted list, is deleted as follows: 

 Santa Cruz Avenue/Sand Hill Road [intersection #30] 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-56, second full paragraph, is revised as follows: 

In the PM Peak Hour, implementation of traffic adaptive signal technology would alleviate impacts 
at the following three four intersections. 

 El Camino Real/Ravenswood Avenue [intersection #3] 

 El Camino Real/Page Mill Road – Oregon Expressway [intersection #16] 

 Middlefield Road/Willow Road [intersection #18] 

 Middlefield Road/Lytton Avenue [intersection #19] 

 Middlefield Road/Ravenswood Avenue [intersection #46] 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-56, third full paragraph, is revised as follows: 

However, the following nine seven intersections would remain significantly impacted. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-56, the fourth bulleted list, is revised as follows: 

 El Camino Real/University Avenue-Palm Drive [intersection #10] 

 Middlefield Road/Willow Road [intersection #18] 
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 Junipero Serra Boulevard – Foothill Expressway/Page Mill Road [intersection #23] 

 Junipero Serra Boulevard/Campus Drive West [intersection #26] 

 Arboretum Road/Galvez Street [intersection #37] 

 Middlefield Road/Ravenswood Avenue [intersection #46] 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-58, second paragraph and the second bulleted list, are revised as follows: 

In the PM Peak Hour, combining bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings with traffic-adaptive signal 
technology would not result in any change in the number of intersection adversely impacted by the 
SUMC Project.  As with the implementation of traffic-adaptive signal technology by itself, 
implementation of the combination of traffic-adaptive signal technology and bicycle and pedestrian 
undercrossings would alleviate impacts at the following three four intersections: 

 El Camino Real/Ravenswood Avenue [intersection #3] 

 El Camino Real/Page Mill Road – Oregon Expressway [intersection #16] 

 Middlefield Road/Willow Road [intersection #18] 

 Middlefield Road/Lytton Avenue [intersection #19] 

 Middlefield Road/Ravenswood Avenue [intersection #46] 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-58, third paragraph and third bulleted list, is revised as follows: 

The same nine seven intersections would remain significantly impacted even with implementation 
of both traffic-adaptive signal technology (Mitigation Measure TR-2.1) and bicycle and pedestrian 
undercrossings (Mitigation Measure TR-2.2): 

 El Camino Real/University Avenue-Palm Drive [intersection #10] 

 Middlefield Road/Willow Road [intersection #18] 

 Junipero Serra Boulevard – Foothill Expressway/Page Mill Road [intersection #23] 

 Junipero Serra Boulevard/Campus Drive West [intersection #26] 

 Arboretum Road/Galvez Street [intersection #37] 

 Middlefield Road/Ravenswood Avenue [intersection #46] 

The bulleted list on page 3.4-60 of the Draft EIR has been revised as follows:  

 Provide Caltrain GO Passes, or an equivalent TDM measure, to all eligible hospital 
employees and set target Caltrain mode share for hospital employees equal to 15.8 percent.  
If the GO Pass program is no longer available in its current form, then the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall contribute the amount of funding that they would have paid toward purchase 
of GO Passes, in an amount not to exceed $1.8 million per year, toward one or more 
similar programs to encourage use of transit by SUMC employees as mutually agreed upon 
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the SUMC Project Sponsors and the City’s Director of Planning and Community 
Environment. 

 If Caltrain GO Passes would be provided to SUMC employees, arrangements would also 
be needed Use all reasonable efforts to arrange with AC Transit to lease 75 spaces at the 
Ardenwood Park and Ride Lot, or an equivalent facility, for those to serve SUMC 
employees who commutinge from the East Bay. 

 Expand bus service in support of the issuance of GO Passes. 

 Expand the Marguerite shuttle bus service and integrate it with the other City of Palo Alto 
shuttle bus service. between the SUMC and PAITS as needed to accommodate increased 
ridership by hospital employees. 

 Use all reasonable efforts to assure that the controlling transit agency maintains load factors 
less than 1.00 on the U Line. 

 Maintain a load factor less than or equal to 1.25 on the Marguerite shuttle. 

 Expand and improve the bicycle and pedestrian networks as specified by Project site plans. 

 Provide a full-time on-site TDM coordinator by 2015 for the Hospital components.  The 
coordinator would be responsible for organizing and disseminating TDM information 
primarily to Hospital employees and also to Hospital patients.  A central location would be 
made available to provide information on alternative travel modes.  Also, the SUMC or 
Hospitals’ website would contain information on TDM programs. 

 Provide a guaranteed ride home program for all employees who use transit and other 
transport alternatives like carpool and vanpool.  The guarantee ride home shall allows 
employees with dependent children the ability to use alternative modes to travel to and 
from work but still be able to travel home mid-day in case of an emergency. 

 Provide employees with shower facilities within the SUMC Sites to encourage bicycling to 
work.  BThe SUMC Project sponsors shall also provide bicycle storage facilities would 
also be required on the SUMC Sites that would be conveniently located near the employee 
showers. 

 Perform annual TDM monitoring and submit the report to the City of Palo Alto to ensure 
that the assumed modal split to alternative forms of travel and away from autos would be 
actually achieved.  This report also shall be submitted to the City of Menlo Park for its 
review. 

 Establish, in conjunction with the GO Pass implementation, a “Zip Car” (or other similar 
car-sharing program) with Zip Cars available at the medical complex the SUMC Sites. 

 Within six (6) months of project approval, the SUMC Project sponsors shall submit to the 
City’s Director of Planning and Community Environment, a Hospital TDM Program 
Report that documents the existing TDM programs offered to the Hospital employees, 
participation levels in the programs, and the current mode split of Hospital employees.  
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The report will include the level of staff support, educational efforts, and outreach 
strategies used for the program.  This initial Hospital TDM Program Report will serve as 
the baseline conditions for measuring the future TDM Program effectiveness as program 
enhancements are implemented to reach the 35.1 percent target in 2025. 

 Subsequent to preparing the Baseline TDM Report, the hospitals shall prepare an annual 
report in the spring of each year that will document the same information as the baseline 
report and provide a comparison with the previous year.  The annual report shall be 
submitted to the City’s Director of Planning and Community Environment. 

 In addition to implementing the program enhancements described above, the hospitals and 
Stanford Parking & Transportation Services shall regularly consider other enhancements to 
the SUMC TDM Programs on an ongoing basis.  Based on its experience in running TDM 
programs, Stanford’s Parking & Transportation Services has found that adaptability and 
flexibility are two key factors when providing new services.  For new or enhanced 
programs to be successful, the programs must evolve in consideration of employee 
preferences and desires, the availability of new services in the marketplace (such as zip 
cars), pilot programs, and ongoing research and data collection regarding the comparative 
effectiveness of various options.  As necessary, the Hospitals shall regularly consider 
incorporating new services into their TDM Program, and shall meet with the City annually 
to exchange information about new innovations, research, and strategies. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-61, the second sentence of the first paragraph, is revised as follows: 

SUMC Project impacts at all five four previously affected intersections would be alleviated. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-61, second paragraph and second bulleted, list is revised as follows: 

In the PM Peak Hour, significant impacts at eight seven intersections would be alleviated.  
However, the following four three intersections would remain significantly impacted: 

 Middlefield Road/Willow Road [intersection #18] 

 Arboretum Road/Galvez Street [intersection #37] 

 Bayfront Expressway/Willow Road [intersection #52] 

 University Avenue/Bayfront Expressway [intersection #53] 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-61, fifth paragraph and third bulleted list, is revised as follows: 

Intersection improvements have been identified at the following 13 three intersections:.  These 
intersections would remain impacted after implementing Priority 1 – 3 Mitigation Measures: 

 El Camino Real/Ravenswood Avenue [intersection #3] 

 El Camino Real/University Avenue – Palm Drive [intersection #10] 

 El Camino Real/Page Mill Road – Oregon Expressway [intersection #16] 
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Draft EIR text on page 3.4-62, the following bullets are deleted as follows: 

 Middlefield Road/Willow Road [intersection #18] 

 Middlefield Road/Lytton Avenue [intersection #19] 

 Junipero Serra Boulevard – Foothill Expressway/Page Mill Road [intersection #23] 

 Junipero Serra Boulevard/Campus Drive West [intersection #26] 

 Santa Cruz Avenue/Sand Hill Road [intersection #30] 

 Arboretum Road/Galvez Street [intersection #37] 

 Middlefield Road/Ravenswood Avenue [#46] 

 Bayfront Expressway/Willow Road [intersection #52] 

 University Avenue/Bayfront Expressway [intersection #53] 

 Alpine Road/I-280 NB Off-Ramp [intersection #62] 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-62, the second sentence of the second paragraph, is revised as follows: 

The improvements to intersections in the City of Menlo Park are from the City’s General Plan 
2009 Menlo Park Traffic Impact Fee Report. 

Draft EIR text page 3.4-65, first paragraph, is revised as follows  

The three feasible intersection improvements in Table 3.4-18 were combined with the other three 
higher priority mitigation measures, to determine what the combined impact of all four mitigation 
measures would be.  Implementation of the feasible improvements would be required under 
Mitigation Measure TR-2.4.  Mitigation Measure TR-2.5 requires the City of Palo Alto to work 
with other jurisdictions towards achieving feasibility for improvements that have been determined 
to be potentially feasible; subsequently, the SUMC Project sponsors would be required to pay their 
fair share towards those improvements determined to be feasible.  However, since feasibility of 
those potentially feasible improvements is uncertain, then Mitigation Measure TR-2.5 is not 
counted towards post-mitigation conclusion for the SUMC Project.  If the following four mitigation 
measures: 

 Traffic-adaptive signal technology (Mitigation Measure TR-2.1) 

 Additional bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings (Mitigation Measure TR-2.2) 

 Enhanced Transportation Demand Management (Mitigation Measure TR-2.3) 

 Feasible intersection improvements (Mitigation Measure TR-2.4) 

were to be implemented together, they would completely mitigate the SUMC Project’s intersection 
impacts during both the AM and PM Peak Hours.  SUMC Project impacts at all five previously 
affected intersections would be alleviated. 
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Draft EIR text on page 3.4-66, first paragraph, is deleted as follows: 

In the PM Peak Hour, SUMC Project impacts at nine intersections would be alleviated.  However, 
the following three intersections would remain significantly impacted: 

 Middlefield Road/Willow Road [intersection #18] 

 Bayfront Expressway/Willow Road [intersection #52] 

 University Avenue/Bayfront Expressway [intersection #53] 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-66, second paragraph, is revised as follows: 

Summary.  The results of the above sequential analysis are summarized in Table 3.4-19.  Under 
all at least one combinations of feasible mitigation measures, impacts of the SIMC SUMC Project 
on intersection LOS would remain significant and unavoidable be less than significant.  Of all of 
the feasible combinations, the one that would have the largest reduction in impact, and that 
mitigates the greatest number of the intersection impacts, would be the combination of traffic-
adaptive signal technology (Priority 1), additional bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings (Priority 
2), enhanced Travel Transportation Demand Management program (Priority 3), and feasible 
intersection improvements (Priority 4).  This combination of mitigation measures would reduce the 
SUMC Project impacts to a less-than-significant level at all of the impacted intersections during the 
AM and PM Peak Hours.  However, intersection impacts would remain significant and 
unavoidable in the PM Peak Hour at the following three intersections with mitigation. 

 Middlefield Road/Willow Road [intersection #18] 

 Bayfront Expressway/Willow Road [intersection #52] 

 University Avenue/Bayfront Expressway [intersection #53] 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-66, lines two through five of Table 3.4-19, is revised as follows: 
 

Table 3.4-19 
Summary of Mitigation of Intersection Impacts 

Combination of Mitigation 
Measures 

# of Remaining AM 
Peak Hour 

Intersections Impacted 

# of Remaining 
PM Peak Hour 
Intersections 

Impacted 
Significance Level with 

Mitigation 

P1 4 3 9 7 SU 

P1 + P2 3 2 9 7 SU 

P1 + P2 + P3 0 4 3 SU 

P1 + P2 + P3 + P4 0 3 0 SULTS 

Source:  AECOM Transportation, 2010. 

Note: SU = Significant and Unavoidable 
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Draft EIR text on pages 3.4-66 through 3.4-67, Mitigation Measure TR-2.1, is revised as follows:  

TR-2.1  Install Traffic-Adaptive Signal Technology. The SUMC Project sponsors shall 
contribute to the Palo Alto Citywide Traffic Impact Fee program, for the installation of 
traffic-adaptive signals.  However, this fee is not structured to mitigate one hundred 
percent of project related impacts, and an additional fee could be imposed by the City 
on the SUMC Project sponsors to mitigate the remaining share of the SUMC Project 
impacts.  In Menlo Park, the SUMC Project sponsors shall contribute their fair share 
amount, which shall be tied to the amount of traffic added to analyzed intersections by 
the SUMC Project.  The SUMC Project sponsors’ contributions shall apply towards the 
installation of traffic-adaptive signals as listed below. 

 Sand Hill Road (Oak Creek to Shopping Center) - 4 3 signals  

 Arboretum Road (Shopping Center to Palm Drive) - 3 signals 

 Embarcadero Road (Bryant to Saint Francis) - 7 signals 

 University Avenue (Palm to Lincoln) - 13 signals 

 Lytton Avenue (Alma to Middlefield) - 10 signals 

 Hamilton Avenue (Alma to Middlefield) - 10 signals 

 Middlefield Road (San Antonio to Homer) - 9 signals 

 Charleston Road (Alma to Middlefield) - 2 signals 

 El Camino Real (northern city limits of Menlo Park Palo Alto to southern city 
limits of Palo Alto) – signals would require approval of Caltrans 

In addition, the SUMC Project sponsors shall pay a fair share contribution towards 
installation of traffic-adaptive signals at the below significantly-impacted intersections 
in Menlo Park.  These intersections are among those at which Menlo Park anticipates 
installing traffic-adaptive signals: 

 Middlefield Road/Willow Road (intersection #18) 

 Middlefield Road/Ravenswood Avenue (intersection #46)  

Draft EIR text on pages 3.4-67 to 3.4-69, Mitigation Measure TR-2.3, is revised as follows:  

TR-2.3  Enhance Stanford University Travel Transportation Demand Management (TDM) 
Program. The SUMC Project sponsors shall enhance the currently-implemented TDM 
program in order to achieve 35.1 percent usage of alternative transportation modes 
(i.e., carpool, vanpool, bus, Caltrain, bicycle, and walk) by SUMC Hospital 
employees.  The initial enhancements to the SUMC TDM program shall include the 
following: 

 Provide Caltrain GO Passes, or an equivalent TDM measure, to all eligible hospital 
employees and set target Caltrain mode share for hospital employees equal to 15.8 
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percent.  If the GO Pass program is no longer available in its current form, then 
the SUMC Project sponsors shall contribute the amount of funding that they would 
have paid toward purchase of GO Passes, in an amount not to exceed $1.8 million 
per year, toward one or more similar programs to encourage use of transit by 
SUMC employees as mutually agreed upon the SUMC Project Sponsors and the 
City’s Director of Planning and Community Environment. 

 If Caltrain GO Passes would be provided to SUMC employees, make arrangements 
Use all reasonable efforts to arrange with AC Transit to lease 75 spaces at the 
Ardenwood Park & Ride Lot, or an equivalent facility, to serve SUMC employees 
who commute from the East Bay. 

 Expand bus service in support of the issuance of GO Passes. 

 Expand the Marguerite shuttle bus service and integrate it with the other City of 
Palo Alto shuttle bus service. between the SUMC and PAITS as needed to 
accommodate increased ridership by hospital employees. 

 Maintain Use all reasonable efforts to assure that the controlling transit agency 
maintains load factors less than or equal to 1.00 on the U Line and. 

 Maintain a load factor less than or equal to 1.25 on the Marguerite shuttle. 

 Expand and improve the bicycle and pedestrian networks as specified by Project 
site plans. 

 Provide a full-time on-site TDM coordinator by 2015 for the Hospital components. 
The coordinator would be responsible for organizing and disseminating TDM 
information primarily to Hospital employees and also to Hospital patients. A 
central location would be made available to provide information on alternative 
travel modes. Also, the SUMC or Hospitals’ website would contain information on 
TDM programs. 

 Provide a guaranteed ride home program for all employees who use transit and 
other transport alternatives like carpool and vanpool. The guarantee ride home shall 
allow employees with dependent children the ability to use alternative modes to 
travel to and from work but still be able to travel home mid-day in case of an 
emergency. 

 Provide employees with shower facilities within the SUMC Sites to encourage 
bicycling to work. The SUMC Project sponsors shall also provide bicycle storage 
facilities on the SUMC Sites that would be conveniently located near the employee 
showers. 

 Establish, in conjunction with the GO Pass implementation, a “Zip Car” (or other 
similar car-sharing program) with Zip Cars available at the medical complex. 

 Perform annual TDM monitoring and submit the report to the City of Palo Alto to 
ensure that the assumed modal split to alternative forms of travel and away from 
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autos would be actually achieved.  This report also shall be submitted to the City of 
Menlo Park for its review. 

 Within six (6) months of project approval, the SUMC Project sponsors shall submit 
to the City’s Director of Planning and Community Environment, a Hospital TDM 
Program Report that documents the existing TDM programs offered to the Hospital 
employees, participation levels in the programs, and the current mode split of 
Hospital employees.  The report will include the level of staff support, educational 
efforts, and outreach strategies used for the program.  This initial Hospital TDM 
Program Report will serve as the baseline conditions for measuring the future 
TDM Program effectiveness as program enhancements are implemented to reach 
the 35.1 percent target in 2025. 

 Subsequent to preparing the Baseline TDM Report, the hospitals shall prepare an 
annual report in the spring of each year that will document the same information as 
the baseline report and provide a comparison with the previous year.  The annual 
report shall be submitted to the City’s Director of Planning and Community 
Environment. 

 In addition to implementing the program enhancements described above, the 
Hospitals and Stanford Parking & Transportation Services shall regularly consider 
other enhancements to the SUMC TDM Programs on an ongoing basis.  Based on 
its experience in running TDM programs, Stanford’s Parking & Transportation 
Services has found that adaptability and flexibility are two key factors when 
providing new services.  For new or enhanced programs to be successful, the 
programs must evolve in consideration of employee preferences and desires, the 
availability of new services in the marketplace (such as zip cars), pilot programs, 
and ongoing research and data collection regarding the comparative effectiveness of 
various options.  As necessary, the Hospitals shall regularly consider incorporating 
new services into their TDM Program, and shall meet with the City annually to 
exchange information about new innovations, research, and strategies. 

These enhancements may not immediately change the mode split for SUMC Hospital 
employees, because many employees would be unable to change long standing 
commute patterns overnight.  However, with the passage of a mutually agreed amount 
of time, it is expected that the enhanced TDM program would gradually result in a shift 
in the mode split of SUMC Hospital employees.  If this proves not to be the case, then 
a second round of improvements to the TDM program shall be implemented.  
Examples of additional measures could be to increase the parking permit charges while 
increasing the incentives to those who carpool or do not drive.  If, by the year 2025, at 
least 35.1 percent of SUMC employees are not using alternative transportation modes, 
then a second round of improvements to the TDM shall be implemented.  Examples of 
additional measures could be to increase the parking permit charges while increasing 
the incentives to those who carpool or do not drive.  Thereafter, SUMC Project 
sponsors shall monitor/survey employee use of alternative modes of transportation on 
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an at least bi-annual basis, and shall continue to improve its TDM program, until it is 
confirmed to the satisfaction of the City that the target of 35.1 percent usage has been 
met.  The following interim targets in Table 3.4-19A shall be used to measure the 
progress toward meeting the desired mode split in 2025.  These interim targets assume 
that in the early phases of implementation, there may be larger shifts to alternative 
modes than the shifts that may occur in later phases of the TDM program 
enhancement.  New programs, such as the implementation of the Caltrain GO Pass, 
would generate a large shift once it is offered; however, other program enhancements 
may generate more modest shifts in mode choice. 

Table 3.4-19A 
Shift in SUMC Employee Mode Split 

Target Year Alternative Mode Share Percent Change 

EIR Baseline (2006) 22.9 % NA 

Project Approval Baseline (2011)   

2018 30 % 7.1% 

2021 33 % +3 % 

2025 35.1 % +2.1 % 

For each of the interim target years, following submission of the Hospitals TDM 
Annual Report, the City shall determine if the interim year target has been met.  If the 
Hospitals have not met the interim target, the Hospitals and the City shall meet to 
review the TDM Program and to identify possible additional TDM Program 
enhancements that the Hospitals should consider incorporating into their TDM Program 
in order to increase the Program’s effectiveness. 

If the Hospitals do not meet the applicable interim targets for any two consecutive 
years prior to 2025, the Hospitals shall provide alternative transportation funding to the 
City of Palo Alto in the amount of $175,000 per year until the Hospitals achieve the 
applicable interim mode split target.  The alternative transportation funding shall be 
used by the City of Palo Alto for local projects and programs that encourage citywide 
use of alternative transportation mode uses. 

If by 2025, the Hospitals have not demonstrated substantial compliance with the 35.1 
modal split for alternative transportation modes, the following measure shall be 
required: 

 The Hospitals shall make a lump sum payment of $4.0 million to the City of Palo 
Alto for local projects and programs that encourage and improve citywide use of 
alternative transportation mode uses.  The City of Palo Alto shall identify capital 
projects and program enhancements for which the funds may be applied.  Sample 
projects may include contributions towards regional transportation projects of 
interest to the City of Palo Alto and that are identified within the Valley 
Transportation Authority – Valley Transportation Plan or other local planning 
documents. 
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Impact TR-2.4 on page 3.4-69 is revised as follows: 

TR-2.4 Fund or Implement those Intersection Improvements that Have Been Determined to be 
Feasible.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall implement the following measures: 

 For the intersection of El Camino Real/Page Mill Road – Oregon Expressway, the 
SUMC Project sponsors shall pay a fair share towards (1) provision of exclusive 
right-turn lane for westbound Oregon Expressway, in addition to the two through 
lanes, (2) increasing the cycle length to 160 seconds.  Improvements to the 
westbound right turn lane would require right-of-way from the VTA park-and-ride 
lot. 

 At the intersection of Arboretum Road/Galvez Street, the SUMC Project sponsors 
shall install a traffic signal. 

 At the intersection of Bayfront Expressway/Willow Road, the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall pay a fair share towards providing one more right-turn lane for 
eastbound Willow Road.   

 At the intersection of Bayfront Expressway/University Avenue, the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall pay a fair share towards widening southbound Bayfront Expressway 
to include an additional through lane and re-stripe the exclusive right turn lane to a 
shared through right turn lane.  As a result, two additional receiving lanes in the 
southbound direction on Bayfront Expressway would be needed. 

Draft EIR text on pages 3.4-69 through 3.4-70, Mitigation Measure TR-2.5, is deleted as follows: 

TR-2.5 Coordinate with Other Jurisdictions for Potentially Feasible Roadway Improvements.  
The City of Palo Alto shall work with other jurisdictions to try to achieve feasibility for 
the following roadway improvements or adjustments.  In the event that one or more of 
the below improvements would then be determined to be feasible, the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall pay their fair share towards implementation of the improvements, if a 
fair share contribution would apply.    

 Alpine Road/I-280 Northbound Off-Ramp - Signalize this intersection. The City 
shall coordinate with Caltrans regarding feasibility of these improvements. 

 El Camino Real/Ravenswood Avenue - Re-stripe the exclusive right-turn lane on 
southbound El Camino Real to a shared through/right lane.  Also, provide an 
additional through lane for northbound El Camino Real by removing the right-turn 
slip island.  Also, provide an exclusive right-turn lane for eastbound Menlo 
Avenue.  The City shall coordinate with the City of Menlo Park and Caltrans 
regarding feasibility of these improvements. 

 Bayfront Expressway/Willow Road - Provide one more right-turn lane for 
eastbound Willow Road and make the right-turn movement for southbound 
Bayfront Expressway “overlap” with the left-turn of eastbound Willow Road.  The 
intersection has signals for the right-turn movement for southbound Bayfront 
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Expressway, but the “overlap” phase is not implemented.  The City shall 
coordinate with the City of Menlo Park regarding feasibility of these 
improvements. 

 Middlefield Road/Ravenswood Avenue - Provide an additional exclusive left-turn 
lane for northbound Middlefield Road.  The City shall coordinate with the City of 
Menlo Park regarding feasibility of this improvement.   

 Junipero Serra Boulevard/Campus Drive West – Request that Santa Clara County 
change the signal cycle length at this intersection to 90 seconds. The City shall 
coordinate with the County of Santa Clara regarding feasibility of this adjustment.  

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-72, fourth paragraph, is revised as follow: 

MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measure TR-4.1, involving funding and implementation of a 
traffic impact study, and Mitigation Measure TR-4.2, involving re-striping of Durand Way, would 
reduce the SUMC Project’s impact to a less-than-significant level. (LTS) 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-73, first paragraph is deleted as follow: 

TR-4.1 Fund Traffic Impact Study.  Upon construction of the SHC and LPCH hospital 
components, the SUMC Project sponsors shall fund an independent traffic evaluation, 
commissioned by the City, based on actual travel patterns, volumes and emergency 
access, with an emphasis on ease of circulation around and through the medical 
complex to determine if the private street connection between Roth Way and Pasteur 
Drive should be operated as a public street.  If the independent traffic study 
demonstrates that the connection between Roth Way and Pasteur Drive as a public 
street would improve circulation, then the connection shall be designated as a public 
street for all vehicular, bicycle, pedestrian, and transit traffic. 

The fourth bullet on page 3.4-76 of the Draft EIR and the second and third bullets on page 3.4-77 have 
been revised as follows: 

 Provide an enhanced pedestrian crossing at Quarry Road/El Camino Real to establish a 
strong connection between the SUMC Project and Downtown Palo Alto.  The pedestrian 
crossing shall be 12 feet wide, have contrasting pavement, countdown signal heads, and 
high visibility markings.  Even though the intersection of Quarry Road and El Camino Real 
is projected to operate at acceptable levels of service, added vehicular traffic through the 
intersection and bicycle and pedestrian volumes across the intersection would potentially 
create safety hazards which would be mitigated by the proposed enhanced crossings. 

 Provide a bicycle and pedestrian trail through the Arboretum Drive as part of future 
campus planning in the SUMC area.  This trail shall improve access to the SUMC Project.  
To support this off-street path, bicycle and pedestrian crossings at Arboretum Road and 
Palo Road shall be enhanced to provide safe crossing of these streets.  The crosswalks shall 
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be properly signed, marked, and lighted with enhanced pavement markings and imbedded 
crosswalk lights.  Signalization of this crossing may ultimately be required. 

 Incorporate into the Quarry Road corridor, from El Camino Real to Welch Road, 
continuous sidewalks according to the SUMC Project’s Design Guidelines.  The extension 
of Quarry Road west of Welch Road shall continue the pedestrian facilities into the SUMC 
Project improvements to and within the public right-of-way to enhance the pedestrian and 
bicycle connection, including urban design elements and way finding, wider bicycle lanes, 
as necessary, on Quarry Road, enhanced transit nodes for bus and/or shuttle stops, and 
prominent bicycle facilities.   

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-77, Impact TR-7,  is revised as follows: 

TR-7. Transit Impacts.  Implementation of the SUMC Project could impede the operation of 
the transit system as a result of increased ridership, and result in a significant impact.  
(S)  The SUMC Project would not adversely impact either AM or PM Peak Hour bus 
service in Palo Alto or Caltrain service.  Nonetheless, mitigation to provide enhanced 
bus stops and shuttle service is identified here. (LTS) 

Draft EIR text on page 3.4-78, first paragraph, is revised as follows: 

The SUMC Project would increase on-site employment by 2,242 full-time equivalent 
employees and would also increase visitorship, and result in increased ridership.  The resulting 
increase in ridership could exceed capacity in the various transit services to and from the 
SUMC Sites.  As such, the SUMC Project could result in a significant impact on transit. 
However, as discussed in Staff-Initiated Change 1 of the Responses to Comments document, 
transit capacity can accommodate the SUMC Project, with or without the GO Pass mitigation 
measure. 

Draft EIR text on pages 3.4-79 through 3.4-80 in Section 3.4, Transportation, starting at the third 
paragraph on page 3.4-79, is revised as follows: 

Enhanced Bus Stops Transit Centers.  The projected increase in transit ridership would require 
the provision addition of enhanced bus stops mini transit centers at the SUMC.  These transit 
centers bus stops would be located at Hoover Pavilion and at SHC and would be on off-street 
facilities.  The transit centers enhanced bus stops would accommodate three to four two buses 
simultaneously, have shelters, seating, lighting, signs, maps, bus schedules, and bicycle parking.  
On-street bus stops along Welch Road and Quarry Road would also be provided, but the transit 
centers enhanced bus stops would accommodate the majority of transit riders and would be located 
to maximize the convenience of employees, patients and visitors.  One transit center enhanced bus 
stop in the vicinity of Welch Road and Pasteur Drive to serve SHC and another near the entrance 
to Hoover Pavilion would provide the focal point for transit use for SUMC.  The SUMC Project 
sponsors shall revise their SUMC site plan to incorporate two transit hubs enhanced bus stops as 
noted above to reduce the impacts to transit service caused by the proposed expansion. 
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Expand Transit Service.  The Marguerite, Crosstown and Menlo Park Shuttle services and the 
VTA Community U Line Bus service would may need to be expanded to meet the projected 
increase in demand.  In some cases, additional capacity would need to be provided, in the form of 
new routes, or additional buses and higher frequencies on existing routes.   

 Marguerite Shuttle.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall expand fund expansion of the 
Stanford University Marguerite shuttle service to PAITS as necessary to support additional 
ridership created by issuing GO Passes to all SUMC employees into Palo Alto.  
Specifically, Marguerite shuttles shall connect the SUMC to downtown Palo Alto and the 
areas surrounding the downtown.  Currently, Marguerite shuttle routes A and B do not 
extend into downtown Palo Alto.  While the Marguerite shuttle DT and M routes do extend 
into downtown areas, they do not operate during the majority of the day.  This expanded 
shuttle service could follow new routes or an extension of existing routes.  Current 
headways on existing routes shall be maintained with the expansion. 

 U-Line.  Arrangements with AC Transit shall be made to increase U Line service (such as 
decreasing headways) to meet the increase in demand attributable to the SUMC Project, 
and ensure that The SUMC Project sponsors shall use reasonable efforts to assure that the 
controlling transit agency maintains a load factor remain below 1.0 on the U-Line. 

 Crosstown Shuttle.  The City of Palo Alto currently operates the Crosstown Shuttle.  
More efficient transit service may be provided by providing this service as a part of the 
Marguerite Shuttle.  SUMC should participate in operating the Palo Alto Crosstown Shuttle 
service. 

 VTA Community Bus Service.  In 2007, the VTA adopted a new Bus Service Operating 
Plan which made major modifications to the current bus transit network.  The plan 
introduced Community Bus Service throughout Santa Clara County, which features smaller 
vehicles with an identity tied to the individual communities served.  As part of that plan, 
local communities are required to cover 25 percent of the cost if they want to have the 
service free of charge to the riders. 

 Menlo Park Shuttle Bus.  SUMC should contribute to additional shuttle bus service to 
Menlo Park, as a means of mitigating the increase in daily traffic on minor arterials and 
collector streets in the City. 

Draft EIR text on pages 3.4-80 through 3.4-81, Mitigation Measure TR-7.1 and TR-7.2, are revised as 
follows: 

Mitigation Measure TR-7.1 involves the addition of transit centers enhanced bus stops to the 
SUMC Project’s site plans, and Mitigation Measure TR-7.2 involves financial contributions 
towards the expansion of transit service. Implementation of these measures would reduce ensure 
that the SUMC Project’s transit impacts to a less-than-significant level. (LTS) 

TR-7.1 Incorporate Transit Centers Enhanced Bus Stops Into Site Plans.  The SUMC Project 
sponsors shall revise their SUMC Project site plan to incorporate two transit centers 
enhanced bus stops to reduce the impacts to transit service caused by the SUMC 
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Project.  These transit centers enhanced bus stops shall be located at Hoover Pavilion 
and at SHC, and shall be on off-street facilities.  The transit centers enhanced bus stops 
shall accommodate three to four two buses simultaneously, and shall have shelters, 
seating, lighting, signs, maps, bus schedules, and bicycle parking.  On-street bus stops 
along Welch Road and Quarry Road shall also be provided, but the transit centers 
enhanced bus stops shall accommodate the majority of transit riders and shall be 
located to maximize the convenience of employees, patients and visitors.  One transit 
center enhanced bus stop shall be located in the vicinity of Welch Road and Pasteur 
Drive to serve SHC. The other transit center enhanced bus stop shall be located near 
the entrance to Hoover Pavilion.  Both of these transit centers enhanced bus stops shall 
provide the focal point for transit use for the SUMC. 

TR-7.2 Provide Expanded Transit Service.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall fund expansion 
of the Marguerite shuttle service between the SUMC and PAITS, and shall make a fair 
share financial contribution to the cost of expanding existing bus service of the 
Marguerite, U-Line bus service Crosstown, and Menlo Park Shuttle bus services, and 
to the VTA Community Bus Service. 

 Marguerite Shuttle.  The SUMC project sponsors shall make a financial 
contribution to expand fund expansion of the Marguerite shuttle service into Palo 
Alto between SUMC and PAITS. 

 U-Line.  The SUMC project sponsors shall make a financial contribution towards 
the operation of the U Line use reasonable efforts to assure that the controlling 
transit agency maintains .  Arrangements with AC Transit shall be made to increase 
U Line service (such as decreasing headways) to meet the increase in demand 
attributable to the SUMC Project, and ensure that load factors remain below of less 
than 1.0 on the U-Line. 

 VTA Community Bus Service.  The SUMC project sponsors shall contribute to 
fund the project’s fair share of Palo Alto’s share of expanded VTA Community Bus 
Service. 

 Menlo Park Shuttle Bus.  The SUMC Project Sponsors shall pay into the City of 
Menlo Park shuttle fee at $0.105 per square foot of new development annually or a 
percentage agreed between Menlo Park and SUMC Project sponsors.  In Menlo 
Park, the contribution shall be tied to the amount of project traffic added to 
analyzed roadway segments and intersections. 

The following text is added as paragraph three on page 3.4-86 of the Draft EIR: 

There would be known CP/GUP construction projects (by Stanford University) located near the 
SUMC Project during the years that the SUMC Project is under construction.  CEQA requires 
mitigation of the SUMC Project’s contribution to a significant cumulative impact, if the 
contribution would be cumulatively considerable.  Under the CP/GUP, each time Stanford 
University commences construction of a CP/GUP project, it must submit a Construction Traffic 
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Management Plan to the County that provides information on construction parking; pedestrian, 
bike, and transit circulation; notifications to Stanford Police and Palo Alto Fire Department; and 
truck routes.    

Section 3.5, Air Quality 

Draft EIR text on page 3.5-26, fourth paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

AQ-8. Cumulative Construction and Operational TAC and Fine Particulate Matter Emissions. 
SUMC Project TAC and fine particulate matter emissions could contribute considerably 
to the health risk of sensitive receptors on and near the SUMC Project site and, thus, 
have a significant cumulative impact.  , and TAC and fine particulate matter emissions 
from other sources within a 1,000-foot zone of influence of the Main SUMC Site, would 
have a less-than-significant cumulative impact on public health.  (SLTS) 

Draft EIR text starting on page 3.5-26, last paragraph, and continuing on page 3.5-27 has been revised 
as follows: 

Under the Community Air Risk Evaluation (CARE) program, the BAAQMD identified communities in 
the Bay Area subject to high TAC emissions, with sensitive populations that could be affected by them. 
During Phase I of CARE, the BAAQMD developed a preliminary Bay-Area-wide TAC emissions 
inventory (for the Year 2000) and compiled demographic and health-statistics data to identify sensitive 
populations. Five TACs (i.e., DPM, 1,3 butadiene, benzene, hexavalent chromium, and formaldehyde) 
were estimated to be responsible for about 97 percent of the Bay Area’s cumulative cancer risk, with 
DPM alone accounting for about 80 percent of this risk. The major sources of DPM were identified as 
on-road and off-road heavy duty diesel trucks and construction equipment. BAAQMD risk modeling 
studies indicate that exposure to DPM results in a Bay Area average cancer risk of 500-700 in a million.  
However, the Bay Area’s highest DPM emissions were found to occur in the urban core areas of 
eastern San Francisco, western Alameda, central Santa Clara, and eastern San MateoCounties (the latter 
including Redwood City and East Palo Alto), where cancer risks were found to be substantially higher 
than the regional average. 

The Health Risk Assessment conducted for the SUMC Project found that DPM from project 
construction equipment would be the main TAC emitted. But it also evaluated operational DPM 
emissions from the facility’s emergency generators and delivery trucks and determined health risks 
from both source categories. The health risks from both the SUMC Project’s construction and 
operational sources were found to be less than the BAAQMD’s TAC exposure significance threshold 
(i.e., 10 chances in a million of contracting cancer over a lifetime exposure). However, the SUMC 
Sites are adjacent to a BAAQMD-identified CARE “Priority Community,” where the background 
DPM cancer risk is likely substantially greater than the Bay Area average 500 to 700 in a million. 
Although reduction in DPM from diesel engines has been given priority by federal, State, and local 
agencies, and regulations are in place to bring about substantial reduction of DPM from diesel engines 
over time, there is still no regional modeling study that predicts when remediation can be expected of 
the Bay Area’s elevated DPM health risk identified in the CARE studies. Furthermore, the SUMC 
Project is the largest project compared to the list of cumulative projects expected to be developed in the 
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City of Palo Alto (see Appendix B). Consequently, SUMC Project TAC emissions must be considered 
cumulatively considerable even though the health risk they pose to the local population is relatively 
small (i.e., 10 in a million) in comparison to the background TAC risk (i.e., greater than 700 in a 
million) that affects Palo Alto and environs. 

MITIGATION MEASURE. Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2 (Implement Equipment Exhaust Emission 
Reduction Measures) has been identified primarily to reduce construction-phase criteria pollutant 
emissions, but it would also reduce DPM emissions. However, the emissions of criteria and DPM 
emissions from project construction sources were based on current best estimates of the type, number, 
and duration of use of the SUMC Project construction equipment. While some additional reductions of 
TACs would be expected with Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2, where their implementation is feasible, 
their potential additional reductions were not included in the SUMC Project’s DPM estimates that were 
the basis of the Health Risk Assessment. However, it is not likely that the additional reductions in 
SUMC Project TAC emissions resulting from their implementation would reduce the SUMC Project 
health risk to the point where it would not be cumulatively considerable in the context of Palo Alto’s 
high TAC background levels. Thus, SUMC Project TAC emissions would remain cumulatively 
significant even after the implementation of all feasible TAC reduction measures. (SU) 

The 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines methodology recommends evaluation of cumulative TAC and 
fine particulate matter impacts at sensitive receptors within a “zone of influence” extending 1,000 feet 
from the property line of a development project site and including the effects of all substantial TAC and 
fine particulate matter sources within this zone of influence.  The SUMC Project cumulative analysis 
estimated excess the lifetime cancer risks, the non-cancer hazard indices (HIs), and the PM2.5 
concentrations at sensitive receptor locations that are attributable to mobile sources (i.e., surface streets 
with traffic exceeding 10,000 vehicles per day, including El Camino Real, Sand Hill Road, Quarry 
Road, Campus Drive, and Welch Road) and stationary sources (i.e., existing and proposed diesel 
generators, truck loading docks, the Cardinal Cogen power plant, and two gas-dispensing facilities) 
within the zone of influence around the SUMC Sites.  Such risk and hazard estimates were obtained 
using air dispersion models approved by the EPA and recommended by the BAAQMD (i.e., 
CAL3QHCR for mobile sources, and AERMOD for stationary sources).  Consistent with the 
BAAQMD’s definition of a sensitive receptor, cumulative impacts were evaluated for patients at the 
new SHC and LPCH hospital buildings, and at the location of the maximally exposed off-site residential 
receptor (MEIR) identified in the Health Risk Assessment for the SUMC Project.  The results of the 
cumulative analysis were compared with the following cumulative significance thresholds identified in 
the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines: 

 An excess lifetime cancer risk of more than 100 in one million;  

 A chronic non-cancer HI greater than 10.0; and 

 An incremental increase in the annual average PM2.5 of 0.8 μg/m3 or greater. 
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Estimates for project-level construction and operational TAC impacts are available from the SUMC 
Project Health Risk Assessment where their significance was assessed according to the following 
significance thresholds: 

 An excess lifetime cancer risk of more than 10 in one million; and 

 A chronic non-cancer HI greater than 1.0. 

As presented in Table 3.5-9, project-level cancer and non-cancer TAC impacts were found to be 
less than significant for maximally exposed on-site patient and worker receptors, and for off-site 
residential and other sensitive receptors.  

The results of the cumulative analysis are listed separately by source and then totaled for all 
operational sources in Table 3.5-11.  Construction TAC emissions were not found to be 
individually significant (per Impact AQ-4) and, if added to operational emissions, would not 
contribute to cumulative TAC levels exceeding BAAQMD thresholds. All cumulative estimates for 
cancer risk, chronic non-cancer HI and annual average PM2.5 concentration would be below the 
2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines cumulative significance thresholds for on-site patient receptors 
and maximally exposed off-site residential receptors within the zone of influence.  Thus, the 
SUMC Project would have a less-than-significant cumulative impact related to TACs and fine 
particulate matter BAAQMD 2010 CEQA Guidelines.  (LTS) 

Table 3.5-11 is a new table, which has been inserted as follows after the revised text on page 3.5-27 of 
the Draft EIR: 

Table 3.5-11  
Cumulative Impacts from the SUMC Project Sources and Other Sources within the Project Site Zone of 

Influence  

Modeled Source 

Cancer Risk 
(per million) Chronic Hazard Index 

PM2.5 Concentration 
(ug/m3) 

SHC 
Patient 

LPCH 
Patient 

Offsite 
Resident 

SHC 
Patient 

LPCH 
Patient 

Offsite 
Resident 

SHC 
Patient 

LPCH 
Patient 

Offsite 
Resident 

Project Diesel Generators 0.6 0.06 
1.4a 

0.005 0.0001 
0.0005a 

0.03 0.0007 
0.0025 

Project Loading Docks 0.007 0.015 0.00006 0.00004 0.0003 0.0002 

Existing Point Sourcesb 0.2 0.0 2.6 0.002 0.002 0.001 0.008 0.006 0.005 

Existing Loading Docks 0.1 0.2 7.1 0.0008 0.0006 0.003 0.004 0.003 0.01 

Traffic 0.2 0.6 14.3 0.002 0.002 0.006 0.06 0.05 0.15 

Gas Dispensing Facility 0.1 0.3 2.0 0.002 0.002 0.002 0 0 0 

Total Cumulative Sources 1.2 1.1 27.0 0.01 0.006 0.01 0.1 0.1 0.2 

BAAQMD Cumulative 
CEQA Threshold 

100 10 0.8 

Cumulative Impact? No No No No No No No No No 

Source: Environ, January 2011. 

Note:  

a. Only total risk, HI and PM2.5 exposures from combined generator and loading dock sources were determined, not the individual contributions 
from each source type. 

b. Modeled sources include onsite and offsite diesel generators and the cogeneration power plant. 
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Section 3.6, Climate Change 

The text on page 3.6-7, Table 3.6-2, of the Draft EIR is revised as follows: 

 

Table 3.6-2 
California Greenhouse Gas Reductions Targets 

Yeara 
Estimated California 

Population Reduction Goal 
Greenhouse Gas Target 

(Tg CO2e)b 

1990 29,828,000 N/A 427.0 

2000 34,105,437 N/A 452.3 

2010 39,135,676 GHG emissions at or below 2000 levelsbc 452.3 

2020 44,135,923 GHG emissions at or below 1990 levels 427.0 

2050 59,507,876 GHG emissions 80 percent below 1990 levels 341.6  85.4cd 
Source: Population data are from California Department of Finance, 2007; greenhouse gas targets are derived from CARB, 

2007. Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory Summary [1990 - 2004]. 
Notes: 
a. Target years specified in Executive Order S-3-05 and/or AB 32.  1990 and 2000 data are provided as a baseline. 
b. Tg CO2e stands for teragrams of carbon dioxide equivalents. 
bc. Based on 2004 estimate. 
c d. Calculated by multiplying 427.0 x 8 20 percent. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-9, third bullet, has been revised as follows: 

 Vehicular Emissions, Non-Fleet Vehicles.  The inventory includes quantification of the 
emissions associated with employee, patient, and visitor vehicles based on an estimate of 
the Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) to and from the SUMC Sites.  The VMT was calculated 
by AECOM Transportation30 based on the commuting patterns of existing employees and 
patients (see Appendix E W of the Final EIR).  The VMT calculations assume that 60 
percent of the daily trips are made by patients and 40 percent made by employees.  Using 
employee and patient origin data (zip codes) provided in the project application, distances 
from these origins to the SUMC Sites were estimated.  An average trip length was applied 
to the trip generation factors in the Transportation Impact Analysis.  CO2 emissions 
associated with existing VMT were calculated using CARB’s URBEMIS 2007 model, 
while N2O and CH4 were calculated using CCAR fuel emissions factors.  Because patient 
and visitor trips would be expected to occur somewhere in the region or global 
environment whether or not SUMC facilities are expanded, this component of the vehicular 
emissions is not included in the comparison to a BAU scenario. 
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Table 3.6-3 on page 3.6-11 of the Draft EIR has been revised as follows:  

Table 3.6-3 
Existing Annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions, SHC, LPCH, and SoM 

 Units Consumed Emissions (MT CO2e) 

Source of Emissions 
SHC and 

LPCH SoM Total 
SHC and 

LPCH SoM Total 

Natural Gas (therms) 331,429 0 331,429 1,759 0 1,759 

Diesel Generators (gallons) 13,707 0 13,707 139 0 139 

Medical Nitrous Oxide (cubic feet) 8,815 0 8,815 137 0 137 

Fleet Vehicle Fuels (gallons) 41,864 0 41,864 356 0 356 

Helicopter Fuel (gallons) 75,297 0 75,297 721 0 721 

Electricity (MWh) a 63,365 12,223 75,588 14,979 2,889 17,869 

Steam and Chilled Water (MBtu) N/A 131,765 131,765 28,050 11,991 40,041 

Non-fleet Employee Vehicular 
Emissions (VMT)b 

N/A N/A 600,246 
182,431 

N/A N/A 102,619 
31,189 

Solid Waste (tons)c N/A N/A 3,700 N/A N/A 1,324 

Subtotal for BAU Comparison      93,533d 

Non-fleet Patient and Visitor Vehicular 
Emissions (VMT)b, e 

N/A N/A 417,815 N/A N/A 71,430 

Total SUMC Project Emissions      164,964d 

Source: Mazzetti and Associates Consultants and Engineers, 2008, Stanford University Medical Center 2007 Greenhouse Gas 
Inventory.  Additional data provided by PBS&J, 2010. 

Notes: 

N/A = No data available. 

a.  The Mazzetti and Associates inventory (sourced for this table) used an electricity emission factor of 263.62 lbs CO2/MWh, cited to 
CPAU. However, the City has indicated that this emissions factor does not apply to the development on the SUMC Sites and 
requested that the inventory be revised using CO2 emissions factor of 520 lbs CO2/MWh based on the City’s energy purchasing 
records, and CCAR’s standard emissions factors for N2O and CH4 (0.0037 lbs N2O/MWh and 0.0067 lbs CH4/MWh). The 
electricity emissions in this table represent the use of the revised emission factors.  The emissions for electricity include the 
emissions from actual electrical consumption as well as the consumption of electricity to treat and transport wastewater. Therefore, 
the emissions numbers are slightly higher than the emissions from actual electrical consumption alone. 

b. Calculated using VMT assumptions reported by AECOM Transportation, (Appendix X E). Emissions were modeled using the 
VMT assumptions from AECOM in the URBEMIS 2007 software.   

c.  SUMC solid waste emissions were determined based on total citywide emissions.  Existing SUMC solid waste generation is 5 
percent of citywide waste generation.  Therefore, emissions attributed to SUMC generation was determined to be 5 percent of total 
citywide waste emissions. 

d. Numbers may not add exactly due to rounding. 

e. Patient and visitor trips are not included in BAU calculations since these trips would occur whether or not the SUMC facilities are 
expanded. 
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Draft EIR text on page 3.6-24, fourth paragraph, first sentence, has been revised as follows: 

The non-Hospital portions (medical office buildings) of the SUMC Project are subject to the Title 
24 standards; however due to the nature of hospital operations, the Hospital facilities are not.  
Hospital buildings are subject to distinct building code requirements administered by the Office of 
Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD). 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-24, fifth paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

On June 2, 2008, the Palo Alto City Council adopted Ordinance 5006, a mandatory Green Building 
Ordinance that is applicable to residential and non-residential private development projects subject 
to the City’s building codes.  The ordinance became effective on July 3, 2008 and is retroactive for 
commercial projects for which planning applications were submitted after December 3, 2007, the 
date the City Council adopted the Climate Protection Plan. Because hospital buildings are not 
subject to the City’s building codes, the City’s Green Building Ordinance is not applicable to the 
Hospital components of the SUMC Project.; however, it would be In addition, because the 
application for the SUMC Project was submitted prior to December 3, 2007, the City’s Green 
Building Ordinance would also not be applicable to the clinic, medical office, SoM FIM, and 
research buildings that require City building permits. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-26, third full paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

CC-1. Furthering Individual Policies Goals and Policies of the Palo Alto Climate Protection 
Plan.  The proposed Emissions Reduction Program would minimize greenhouse gas 
emission increases associated with the proposed development program.  However, the 
proposed Emissions Reduction Program would not be sufficient to further the goals 
some of the individual policies of the City’s Climate Protection Plan.  (S) 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-27, second full paragraph starting at the third sentence, has been revised as 
follows: 

As part of the SUMC Project, SHC and LPCH have committed to design their new facilities such 
that they will use 35 percent less energy than typical hospitals (based on a comparison to the 
Department of Energy’s Commercial Buildings Energy Consumption Survey hospital energy 
consumption database used by the Environmental Protection Agency) and 20 percent less energy 
than a hospital designed to meet ASHRAE 90.1 standards. The SoM has committed to design its 
new facilities such that they will meet Stanford University’s 2008 Building Performance 
Guidelines, which set a target energy efficiency in new buildings of 30 percent below California 
Title 24 (2006 standards)/ASHRAE 90.1 (2004 standards), or 15 percent below the current (2008) 
Title 24 Standards that are in place as of October 2010. 

Draft EIR text on pages 3.6-28 to 3.6-29, fifth bullet, has been revised as follows: 

 Non-fleet Vehicle Trips.  The SUMC Project inventory includes quantification of the 
emissions associated with employee, patient, and visitor vehicles traveling to and from the 
SUMC Sites, based on VMT to and from the SUMC facilities.  SUMC Project VMT was 
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calculated using similar methods to those reported in the Existing Conditions subsection, 
except that trip generation was scaled according to the increase in square footage and 
activity.  While there is an acknowledged trend in the increase in the use of alternative 
fueled vehicles (hybrid, electric, hydrogen) and that trend is anticipated to continue 
between 2010 and 2025 the ratio of alternative-fueled vehicles to gasoline fueled vehicles at 
that time is unknown. Therefore, the analysis conservatively assumes that the entire fleet is 
gasoline fueled for all analysis years.  Further, in order to compare conditions to a BAU 
scenario, fleet vehicle emissions are first calculated based on regulations in effect in 2004 
(BAU) and then compared to a scenario that accounts for regulations adopted since that 
date. 

It is important to recognize that the SHC and LPCH are not meeting all of the existing 
demand for hospital facilities; therefore, some of the trips associated with the SUMC 
Project are trips that already are occurring in the region as patients seek healthcare 
elsewhere and medical employees meet those needs at other hospitals.  Also, a substantial 
portion of the emissions in this category could occur whether or not the SUMC Project is 
approved.  This is because people are likely to seek the type of medical services provided 
by the SHC and LPCH whether those services are offered at SHC and LPCH or at some 
other hospital.  However, it is uncertain what percentage of the projected trips would occur 
if the SUMC Project were not implemented.  Ultimately, patients and visitors are a 
function of need rather than a function of the SUMC Project. Even if the SUMC Project is 
not implemented the patients and visitors would need to go to another facility.  The 
emissions from the travel of patients and visitors would occur with or without the SUMC 
Project and therefore are not included in non-fleet vehicle emissions calculations for 
purposes of the BAU comparison.  All emissions associated with the projected SUMC 
Project VMT are conservatively reported in the SUMC Project inventory. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-29, fourth full paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

Estimated greenhouse gas emissions associated with the SUMC Project are summarized in 
Table 3.6-4.  As discussed in the Existing Conditions subsection, the existing SUMC facilities are 
assumed to produce approximately 164,964 MT CO2e of greenhouse gases annually.  Including 
non-fleet patient and visitor VMT, The SUMC Project operations would result in a net annual 
emissions increase of up to 74,80363,298 MT of CO2e, which is a 3138 percent increase over the 
existing emissions generated at the SUMC Sites.  However, as stated above, for the purposes of 
defining the BAU scenario and comparing SUMC Project emissions to BAU emissions, non-fleet 
patient and visitor VMT is excluded since non-fleet patient and visitor trips would occur whether or 
not the SUMC facilities are expanded.  Without non-fleet patient and visitor VMT, the BAU 
scenario emissions for the SUMC Project would be 46,085 MT of CO2e. 
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Draft EIR Table 3.6-4 on page 3.6-30 has been revised as follows:  

Table 3.6-4 
Net Business as Usual SUMC Project Greenhouse Gas Emissions, 2025 

Source of Emissions 
Units Consumed,  

Net Increase 
Net Emissions  

(metric tons CO2e) 

Natural Gas (therms) 5,137 27 
Diesel Generators (gallons) 2,232 23 
Medical Nitrous Oxide (cubic feet) 6,127 99 
Fleet Vehicle Fuels (gallons) 13,845 100 
Helicopter Fuel (gallons) 21,083 201 
Electricity (MWh) a 54,640   12,914 
Steam and Chilled Water (million Btu) 10,995 19,542 
Non-fleet Employee Vehicular Emissions (VMT)b 275,566 83,834 41,257 12,539 
Solid Waste (tons)c 1,792 640 
Subtotal for BAU Comparison  46,085 
Non-fleet Patient and Visitor Vehicular Emissions (VMT)b, d 191,732 17,213 

Total Net SUMC Project Emissions  74,80363,298 

Source: Mazzetti and Associates Consultants and Engineers, 2008, Stanford University Medical Center 2007 Greenhouse Gas 
Inventory.  Additional data provided by PBS&J, 2010 (Appendix VH).   

Notes: 

a. The Mazzetti and Associates inventory (sourced for this table) used an electricity emission factor of 263.62 lbs CO2/MWh, cited to 
CPAU. However, the City has indicated that this emissions factor does not apply to the development on the SUMC Sites and 
requested that the inventory be revised using CO2 emissions factor of 520 lbs CO2/MWh based on the City’s energy purchasing 
records, and CCAR’s standard emissions factors for N2O and CH4 (0.0037 lbs N2O/MWh and 0.0067 lbs CH4/MWh). The 
electricity emissions in this table represent the use of the revised emission factors 

b. Calculated using VMT assumptions reported in AECOM Transportation (Appendix WE).  Emissions were modeled using 
the VMT assumptions from AECOM in the URBEMIS 2007 software. The numbers vary slightly from the VMT in the 
AECOM memo due to rounding purposes for the URBEMIS model. Based on VMT of 275,566, which varies slightly 
from the VMT in the AECOM memo (275,837 VMT) due to rounding purposes for the URBEMIS model.   

c.  SUMC solid waste emissions were determined based on total City wide emissions.  Existing SUMC solid waste 
generation is 5 percent of City wide waste generation therefore emissions attributed to SUMC generation was determined 
to be 5 percent of total City wide waste emissions. 

d. Patient and visitor trips are not included in BAU calculations since these trips would occur whether or not the SUMC 
facilities are expanded. 
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Draft EIR Table 3.6-5 on pages 3.6-31 to 3.6-33 is revised as follows: 

Table 3.6-5 
Comparison of SUMC Project Emissions, 

Reduction Program to Climate Protection Plan Policies 

Action/Goal SUMC Measure 

Compliant with 
Climate 

Protection Plan 
Policies? 

Utilities 

Reduce Electricity and 
natural gas use 
through conservation 
and energy efficiency. 

Proposed Emissions Reduction Programs:  

 Enhanced Energy Efficiency – School of Medicine.  As 
part of the SUMC Project, the new SoM buildings would 
meet Stanford University’s 2008 Building Performance 
Guidelines, which set a target energy efficiency in new 
buildings of 30 percent below California Title 
24/ASHRAE 90.1 (2004), which equates to 15 percent 
below current (2008 – in effect as of October 2010) Title 
24 standards. 

These measures would be consistent with the City’s Climate 
Protection Plan Policies.  However, an audit would be necessary 
to verify compliance with the City’s Climate Protection Plan 
Policies 

No Yes 

Mitigation Measure: 
Commissioning and Retro-Commissioning of Energy Systems for New 
Buildings. New construction and existing buildings altered by 
construction of for the SUMC Project shall undergo commissioning 
of energy and HVAC systems during construction and on an annual 
basis during the first five years of operation within one year 
following building occupancy. The commissioning process shall 
follow the standards of the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) Guideline 
0-2005 or the International Performance Measurement and 
Verification Protocol (MVP).  The SUMC Project sponsors shall 
provide the City of Palo Alto with commissioning verification data 
within 12 months of OSHPD (or City) certificate of occupancy for 
each new SUMC Project building component (parking structures 
excluded).  These components are: SHC Hospital (Phase 1), SHC 
Hospital (Phase 2), LPCH Hospital Expansion, Hoover Medical 
Office Building, School of Medicine (FIM 1, FIM 2 and FIM 3) and 
429,000 SF of clinic space for SHC. The commissioning of the new 
SHC and LPCH Expansion Hospitals will be conducted as part of 
LEED Enhanced Commissioning in compliance with the ASHRAE 
Guideline 0-2005.  During years two to five after completion of the 
entire SUMC Project, SUMC will annually provide the City of Palo 
Alto with an EPA Energy Star Statement of Energy Performance 
report for each new building component.  This report is generated 
using the EPA Energy Star Portfolio Manager system. Building 
profiles and consumption details entered in the Portfolio Manager 
system and a resulting energy efficiency rating is provided based on 
similar facilities (i.e., academic teaching facility, community 
hospital, free-standing surgery center, etc.)  This process would 
ensure that new and existing energy systems would perform 

Yes 
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Table 3.6-5 
Comparison of SUMC Project Emissions, 

Reduction Program to Climate Protection Plan Policies 

Action/Goal SUMC Measure 

Compliant with 
Climate 

Protection Plan 
Policies? 

interactively according to construction documents, the SUMC Project 
design intent and the owner’s operational needs. 

Expand use of 
renewable energy 
installed or purchased 
directly by customers. 

Reduce carbon 
intensity of energy 
supply. 

Existing Emissions Reduction Program (with proposed 
expansion): 
Purchase of Electricity and Natural Gas from City.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors would obtain electricity and natural gas from the 
City of Palo Alto Utilities Department.  The City has adopted a 
10-year energy efficiency plan; one of the plan’s goals is to meet 
up to 33 percent of the City’s electricity needs through renewable 
sources of power, such as wind, landfill gas, and solar, by the 
year 2015. However, the SHC, LPCH and SoM have not 
committed to expanding renewable energy facilities on the SUMC 
Sites.  Given the extent to which the facilities on the SUMC Sites 
contribute to the City’s overall energy demand, the lack of 
definite commitments to directly install new participate in a 
program to expand use of renewable energy facilities installed or 
purchased by CPAU customers would be inconsistent with the 
Climate Protection Plan.   

No 

Mitigation Measures: 
Participation in a renewable energy program.  The SHC and 
LPCH Project sponsors shall participate in a renewable energy 
program approved by the City to partially offset electricity 
emissions; develop new renewable generation sources in 
collaboration with the CPAU; incorporate a renewable energy 
source (such as photovoltaic) into the SUMC Project, and/or 
otherwise promote expansion of the use of renewable energy by 
CPAU customers.  (“Renewable Energy Program”).  The 
Renewable Energy Program need not directly reduce the 
emissions from the SUMC Project facilities, and may be designed 
to promote expansion of the use of renewable energy by CPAU 
customers, either by providing a new source of renewable energy, 
educating the public about use of renewable energy, or 
contributing to research and development of renewable energy 
sources.  Palo Alto Green Energy Program.  Under the 
PaloAltoGreen program, residential, business and industrial 
customers purchase renewable energy equivalent to their 
electricity needs at an additional cost of 1.5 cents per kilowatt 
hour (kWh) above standard electric rates.  The SHC and LPCH 
facilities shall participate in this program to offset electricity 
emissions, or alternatively, develop new renewable generation 
sources in collaboration with the CPAU. 

Yes 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR — 6-107 
Revisions to the Draft EIR 

Draft EIR Table 3.6-5 on page 3.6-45 has been revised as follows: 

Table 3.6-5 
Comparison of SUMC Project Emissions, 

Reduction Program to Climate Protection Plan Policies 

Action/Goal SUMC Measure 

Compliant with 
Climate 

Protection Plan 
Policies? 

Zero Waste 

Expand 
implementation of 
Zero Waste programs. 

The SUMC Project includes a number of waste reduction 
programs described throughout this table. However, an audit 
would be necessary to verify compliance with the City’s Climate 
Protection Plan Policies. 

No Yes  

 Mitigation Measure 
Preparation of a Waste Reduction Audit.  The SUMC Project 
sponsors shall perform a waste reduction audit of waste 
management practices at the hHospitals prior to construction of 
new facilities and after completion of the SUMC Project to 
determine post-project diversions.  This audit shall be repeated 
annually, and with the results being made available to the public 
or to City of Palo Alto staff. 

Yes 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-50, second paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

Quantification of Emissions with Proposed Emissions Reduction Program and Regulations 
adopted since CARB Scoping Plan.  This section employs a quantitative analysis of the proposed 
Emissions Reduction Program in order to assess whether the SUMC Project complies with the 
City’s long term numeric reduction goals in its Climate Protection Plan.  This section also 
addresses the State emission reduction measures adopted in the AB 32 Scoping Plan.  As discussed 
above, to account for full project build out, this analysis uses the 30 percent BAU emissions target 
reduction for 2020 as the criteria for assessing compliance with the goals of the Climate Protection 
Plan. As the proposed Emissions Reduction Program’s design features, together with adopted State 
regulations, by itself themselves would not reach the emission reduction ensure compliance with 
the numeric goals of the Climate Protection Plan, additional mitigation measures are not required 
to achieve a 30 percent below BAU standard. are suggested and evaluated here.   

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-51, third sentence, and Table 3.6-6, have been revised as follows:  

As shown, with the proposed Emissions Reduction Program and regulations adopted after the 
CARB Scoping Plan, the greenhouse gas emissions would be reduced from 74,80363,298 MT 
CO2e to approximately 70,355 46,666 MT CO2e (including emissions from non-fleet patient and 
visitor trips).  The greenhouse gas emissions for comparison to a BAU scenario, which does not 
include emissions from patient and visitor trips, would be reduced from 46,085 MT CO2e to 
approximately 29,453 MT CO2e.   
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Table 3.6-6 
SUMC Project Greenhouse Gas Emissions, With and Without Proposed Emissions Reduction 

Program and Post-2004 Regulations 

Source of Emissions 

With Proposed Emissions 
Reduction Program and Post-

2004 Regulations 

Without Proposed Emissions 
Reduction Program and Post-

2004 Regulations (BAU) 

Units 
Consumed 

Net Emissions  
(MT CO2e) 

Units 
Consumed  

Net Emissions  
(MT CO2e) 

Natural Gas (therms) 4,110 3,323 22 17 5,137 27 

Diesel Generators (gallons) 2,232 23 2,232 23 

Medical Nitrous Oxide (cubic feet) 6,127 99 6,127 99 

Fleet Vehicle Fuels (gallons) 13,845 100 13,845 100 

Helicopter Fuel (gallons) 21,083 201 21,083 201 

Electricity (MWh) a 54,640 32,147 8,632 6,569 54,630 12,914 

Steam and Chilled Water (MBtu) 10,995 7,696 19,542 13,679 10,995 19,542 

Non-fleet Employee Vehicular 
Emissions (VMT)b 275,566 83,834 41,257 8,285 275,566 83,834 41,257 12,539 

Solid Waste (tons)c 1,792 480 1,792 640 

Subtotal for BAU Comparison  29,453  46,085 
Non-fleet Patient and Visitor Vehicular 
Emissions (VMT)b,d 191,732 17,213e 191,732 17,213 

Total SUMC Project Emissions  70,35546,666  74,80363,298 

Source: Emissions provided by Mazetti & Associates and adjusted by PBS&J, 20110 (Appendix VH) and reductions 
provided by PBS&J and AECOM, 20110 (Appendix VG).   

Notes: 

a. The Mazzetti and Associates inventory used an electricity emission factor of 263.62 lbs CO2/megawatt hour (MWh) 
provided by CPAU. The City has indicated that this emissions factor does not apply to the development on the SUMC 
Sites and requested that the inventory be revised using CO2 emissions factor of 499.32 lbs CO2/MWh based on the City’s 
energy purchasing records; and CCAR’s standard emissions factors for N2O and CH4 (0.0037 lbs N2O/MWh and 0.0067 
lbs CH4/MWh). The electricity emissions in this table represent the use of the revised emission factors with the 
incorporation of the appropriate reductions.  

b. Calculated using VMT assumptions reported in AECOM Transportation, January, 2011February, 2010. Emissions were 
modeled using the VMT assumptions from AECOM in the URBEMIS 2007 software.  The numbers vary slightly from 
the VMT in the AECOM memo due to rounding purposes for the URBEMIS model. AECOM Transportation, January 
20, 2011February 11, 2010 Memorandum to Trixie Martelino, Revised VMT Calculations for SUMC Project.  

c. SUMC solid waste emissions were determined based on total City wide emissions.  Existing SUMC solid waste 
generation is 5 percent of City wide waste generation therefore emissions attributed to SUMC generation was determined 
to be 5 percent of total City wide waste emissions. 

d. Patient and visitor trips are not included in BAU calculations since these trips would occur whether or not the SUMC 
facilities are expanded. 

e. While the transit orientation of the SUMC Project and shuttles may help to reduce visitor trips, the SUMC Project cannot 
dictate how patients or visitors reach the Hospitals.  Particular to patent trips, health and safety issues are a priority over 
trip reductions.  Therefore, the reduction in vehicle trips with implementation of TDM are assumed to be reductions in 
employee trips for purposes of calculating greenhouse gas emissions. 
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Draft EIR text on page 3.6-51, first bullet, has been revised as follows: 

 The design of all non SoM buildings have an energy efficiency rating that is at least 20 
percent greater than current Title 24 requirements Hospital facilities would reduce energy 
usage by 35 percent (as compared to the hospital energy consumption database used by the 
Environmental Protection Agency), which conservatively is estimated to reduce electricity 
and natural gas demand by 20 30 percent; 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-52, first bullet, has been revised as follows: 

 The design of the SoM buildings have an energy efficiency rating that is at least 15 30 
percent greater than current Title 24–energy efficiency requirements (2008 standards in 
effect as of October 2010), which would reduce electricity and natural gas demand by 30 
percent from BAU.  Note that natural gas consumed within the SoM buildings is from 
consumption by the boilers/steam plant and would not be affected by the energy efficiency 
of the building, but rather by the efficiency of the boiler/steam plant.  Therefore, 
boiler/steam plant natural gas consumption would not be reduced based upon the energy 
rating of the building. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-52, first full paragraph, second sentence, has been revised as follows:  

Therefore, BAU would include current Title 24 energy efficiency standards, the current water 
supply system, and the current transit opportunities into and from the SUMC Sites, but would not 
take into account current Title 24 energy efficiency standards, other regulations adopted since 
preparation of the CARB Scoping Plan, SUMC Project design features that increase energy 
efficiency beyond 2004 Title 24 standards for all non-Hospital buildings, or energy efficiency 
increases for Hospital facilities, SUMC Project improvements to transit, or other design features 
that reduce emissions. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-52, full first paragraph, last three sentences, has been revised as follows: 

As shown in Table 3.6-7, with the proposed Emissions Reduction Program, the SUMC Project 
would have 5.95 36.09 percent less emissions than the BAU scenario.  As discussed above, this 
analysis uses the 30 percent BAU emissions target reduction for 2020 as the criteria for assessing a 
quantitative compliance with the numeric goals of the Climate Protection Plan.  However, 
wWithout the implementation of additional mitigation measures, the SUMC Project would be more 
than 24 percent short of meeting this reduction goal would fail to further the some of the individual 
policies of the Climate Protection Plan. 
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Draft EIR Table 3.6-7 on page 3.6-52, has been revised as follows:  

Table 3.6-7 
Comparison of SUMC Project Greenhouse Emissions with Business As Usual Emissions  

Net Emissions 

MT CO2e 

Net 2025 BAU 

SUMC Project Emissions  
with Proposed Emissions 

Reduction Program and Post-
2004 Regulations 

Total BAU Emissions 74,802 46,085 70,355 29,453 

% reduction from BAU - 5.95 36.09 

AB 32 BAU Reduction % - 30 

Significant?  Yes No 

Source: PBS&J, 2010 (Appendix VH). 

 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-53, first paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

Summary.  As shown in Table 3.6-7, the proposed Emissions Reduction Program together with 
regulations adopted since preparation of the CARB Scoping Plan alone would be insufficient for the 
SUMC Project to further the goals and policies established in the City’s Climate Protection Plan.  
Additionally, without additional mitigation measures, the SUMC Project with its proposed 
Emissions Reduction Program would reduce emissions compared to the BAU scenario by more 
than 30 percent. by 5.95 percent, substantially less than the 30 percent reduction per CARB’s 
Climate Change Scoping Plan.  As such, w However, without additional mitigation measures, the 
SUMC Project would have a cumulatively considerable contribution to cumulative greenhouse gas 
emissions, and would not be sufficient to further the goalssome of the individual policies of the 
City’s Climate Protection Plan and would therefore have a cumulatively considerable contribution 
to the City’s climate change impacts. 

Draft EIR page 3.6-53, second paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

MITIGATION MEASURES.  The following discussion addresses additional feasible mitigation 
measures that could be implemented by the SUMC Project in order to further reduce impacts 
related to greenhouse gas emissions meet all of the individual policies of the City’s Climate 
Protection Plan.  For example, non-fleet vehicular emissions represent over half of the total 
emissions associated with the SUMC Project,73 and programs proposed by the SUMC Project 
sponsors do not employ all feasible strategies for reducing such emissions.  Moreover, the SHC, 
LPCH, and SoM do not participate in the City’s Palo Alto Green renewable energy program or 
share emissions inventories with City departments. 

   
73  According to the conservative assumptions used to prepare the inventory; see discussion of these 

assumptions on page 3.6-29. 
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Draft EIR text on page 3.6-53, last sentence of third paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

Inclusion of the Caltrain GO Pass program, or equivalent TDM Measure, is anticipated to reduce 
non-fleet employee vehicle emissions by about 13.5 44.5 percent.   

Draft EIR text on pages 3.6-53 through 3.6-54, starting at the second sentence of the fifth paragraph, 
has been revised as follows: 

Mitigation Measures CC-1.1, CC-1.2, and CC-1.3, and CC-1.4 below, would serve a similar 
purpose as the City’s municipal monitoring program in ensuring that the emission reduction 
features proposed under the SUMC Project and the continuation of existing programs would further 
the City’s Climate Protection Plan goals individual policies.  

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-54, first full paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

Finally, because the SHC and LPCH account for a large percentage of future CPAU energy 
demand, to further the policy to expand use of renewable energy installed or purchased by CPAU 
customers, the Hospitals’ participation in a the City’s renewable energy program, Palo Alto Green, 
an equivalent renewable program, or combination thereof, must be required to makewould support 
the determination that the SUMC Project would be consistent with all of the energy policies of the 
Climate Protection Plan.  Participation in Palo Alto Green is expected to result in an approximately 
17 percent reduction from BAU and an approximately 12 percent reduction from emissions with 
the proposed Emissions Reduction Program.74 Inclusion in the Palo Alto Green program is 
identified as Mitigation Measure CC-1.2.75 

    
74  The approximately 17 percent reduction from BAU was determined by the following equation: (74,803 – 

61,889)/74,803. Where 74,803 is equal to the total annual BAU emissions (in MT CO2e), and 61,889 is 
equally to the annual BAU emissions (in MT CO2e) minus the 12,914 MT CO2e from electrical usage 
offset by the mitigation measure.  Similarly, the approximately 12 percent reduction from emissions with 
the incorporation of design features was determined by (70,335 – 61,723)/70,335.  Where 70,335 is the 
total annual emissions in MT CO2e after incorporation of the project design features and 61,723 is the 
total annual emissions in MT CO2e minus the 8,632 MT CO2e from electrical usage that is offset by the 
mitigation measure.  Note that the emissions offset with design features incorporated is less because the 
design features reduce the amount of emissions emitted per MWh used. 

75  Per Karl Van Orsdol, Energy Risk Manager, City of Palo Alto. Personal communication with Randi 
Adair, PBS&J, January 20, 2009. 

Draft EIR text under Mitigation Measure CC-1.1 on page 3.6-54 has been revised as follows: 

CC-1.1  Commission and Retro-Commission Energy Systems for New Buildings. New 
construction and existing buildings altered by construction of for the SUMC Project 
shall undergo commissioning76 of energy and HVAC systems within one year 
following building occupancy during construction and on an annual basis during the 
first five years of operation.  The commissioning process shall follow the standards 
of the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-Conditioning Engineers 
(ASHRAE) Guideline 0-2005 or the International Performance Measurement and 
Verification Protocol (MVP).  The SUMC Project sponsors shall provide the City 
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of Palo Alto with commissioning verification data within 12 months of OSHPD (or 
City) certificate of occupancy for each new SUMC Project building component 
(parking structures excluded).  These components shall include: SHC Hospital 
(Phase 1), SHC Hospital (Phase 2), LPCH Hospital Expansion, Hoover Medical 
Office Building, School of Medicine (FIM 1, FIM 2 and FIM 3) and 429,000 
square feet of clinic space for SHC. The commissioning of the new SHC and 
LPCH Expansion Hospitals shall be conducted as part of LEED Enhanced 
Commissioning in compliance with the ASHRAE Guideline 0-2005.  During years 
two to five after completion of the entire SUMC Project, the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall annually provide the City of Palo Alto with an EPA Energy Star 
Statement of Energy Performance report for each new building component.  This 
report shall be generated using the EPA Energy Star Portfolio Manager system. 
Building profiles and consumption details entered in the Portfolio Manager system 
and a resulting energy efficiency rating is provided based on similar facilities (i.e., 
academic teaching facility, community hospital, free-standing surgery center, etc.)  
This process would ensure that new and existing energy systems would perform 
interactively according to construction documents, the SUMC Project design intent 
and the owner’s operational needs.  

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-55, first paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

CC-1.2 Participate in Palo Alto Green Energy Program, Other Equivalent Renewable 
Energy Program, or combination thereof.  a Renewable Energy Program. Under 
the Palo Alto Green program, residential, business and industrial customers 
purchase renewable energy equivalent to their electricity needs at an additional cost 
of 1.5 cents per kWh above standard electric rates.  The SHC and LPCH Project 
sponsors facilities shall participate in a renewable energy this program approved by 
the City to partially offset electricity emissions; develop new renewable generation 
sources in collaboration with the CPAU; incorporate a renewable energy source 
(such as photovoltaics) into the SUMC Project, and/or otherwise promote 
expansion of the use of renewable energy by CPAU customers (“Renewable 
Energy Program”).  The Renewable Energy Program shall be approved by the City 
and need not directly reduce the emissions from the SUMC Project facilities, and 
may be designed to promote expansion of the use of renewable energy by CPAU 
customers, either by providing a new source of renewable energy, educating the 
public about use of renewable energy, or contributing to research and development 
of renewable energy sources or a combination thereof, such that a minimum of 
54,640 MWh of electricity usage is offset annually. 
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Draft EIR text on page 3.6-55, third paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

CC-1.4 Prepare Waste Reduction Audit. The SUMC Project sponsors shall perform a waste 
reduction audit of waste management practices at the hospitals prior to construction 
of new facilities and after completion of the SUMC Project to determine post-
project diversions.  This audit shall be repeated annually, and with the results being 
made available to the public or to City of Palo Alto staff. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-55, Post Mitigation Quantification, has been revised as follows: 

Post-Mitigation Quantification.  Table 3.6-8 shows the anticipated reduction from the 
incorporation of the above mitigation measures Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 (involving enhanced an 
TDM program) in addition to the proposed Emissions Reduction Program.  As shown in Table 3.6-
8, the above mitigation measures Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 would reduce the SUMC Project’s 
greenhouse gas emissions from 70,355 46,666 MT CO2e to 56,190 42,989 MT CO2e. The 
greenhouse gas emissions for comparison to a BAU scenario, which does not include emissions 
from patient and visitor trips, would be reduced from 29,453 MT CO2e to approximately 25,766 
MT CO2e.  

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-55, last paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

With the above mitigation measures Mitigation Measure TR-2.3, greenhouse gas emissions would 
be 56,190 42,989 MT CO2e per year, an approximately 7 3.24 percent increase in emissions from 
the 2005 baseline for the community of Palo Alto of greenhouse gases.  When the City Council 
established reduction goals for the City and community, it set as its goal a 15 percent decrease in 
2005 baseline emissions by 2020, or a reduction in emissions of approximately 119,000 MT. With 
mitigation, the SUMC Project would still contravene the City’s and the community’s ability to meet 
the City Council goals in greenhouse gas reductions as it would require the City to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 219,905 MT per year in 2025 through other actions.  comply with, 
and further the goals of the City Council in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. This reduction 
would constitute a 25.9 44.09 percent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from the 2005 
baseline BAU estimates in the year 2025. As shown by Table 3.6-9, with mitigation the SUMC 
Project would meet the AB 32 reduction goal of 30 percent below BAU and would comply with the 
goals and policies in the City of Palo Alto’s Climate Protection Plan. 
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Draft EIR Table 3.6-8 on page 3.6-56 has been revised as follows:  

Table 3.6-8 
Net Mitigated SUMC Project Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Source of Emissions 

SUMC Project with Proposed 
Emissions Reduction Program 

and Post-2004 Regulations 

SUMC Project with Proposed 
Emissions Reduction 
Program, Post-2004 
Regulations, and + 

Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 

Units 
Consumed 

Net 
Emissions  
(MT CO2e) 

Units 
Consumed 

Net 
Emissions  
(MT CO2e) 

Natural Gas (therms) 4,110 3,323 22 17 4,110 3,323 22 17 

Diesel Generators (gallons) 2,232 23 2,232 23 

Medical Nitrous Oxide (cubic feet) 6,127 99 6,127 99 

Fleet Vehicle Fuels (gallons) 13,845 100 13,845 100 

Helicopter Fuel (gallons) 21,083 201 21,083 201 

Electricity (MWh) a 54,640 32,147 8,632 6,569 54,640 32,147 0 6,569 

Steam and Chilled Water (MBtu) 10,995 7,696 19,542 13,679 10,995 7,696 19,542 13,679 

Non-fleet Employee Vehicular Emissions 
(VMT)b 

275,566 
83,834 

41,257 8,285 238,355 
46,516 

35,724 4,597 

Solid Waste (tons)c 1,792 480 1,792 480 

Subtotal for BAU Comparison  29,453  25,766 
Non-fleet Patient and Visitor Vehicular 

Emissions (VMT)b 
191,732 17,213 191,732 17,213 

Total Net SUMC Project Emissions  70,35546,666  56,190 42,989 

Source:  Reductions provided by PBS&J, 2010 (Appendix VH), and AECOM 2010 (Appendix VG).   
Notes: 

a. The Mazzetti and Associates inventory used an electricity emission factor of 263.62 lbs CO2/MWh provided by CPAU. 
The City has indicated that this emissions factor does not apply to the development on the SUMC Sites and requested that 
the inventory be revised using CO2 emissions factor of 499.32 lbs CO2/MWh based on the City’s energy purchasing 
records; and CCAR’s standard emissions factors for N2O and CH4 (0.0037 lbs N2O/MWh and 0.0067 lbs CH4/MWh). 
The electricity emissions in this table represent the use of the revised emission factors with the incorporation of the 
appropriate reductions.  

b. Calculated using VMT assumptions reported by AECOM Transportation, January, 2011February 11, 2010 Memorandum 
to Trixie Martelino, Revised VMT Calculations for SUMC Project. Emissions were modeled using the VMT assumptions 
from AECOM in the URBEMIS 2007 software.  The numbers vary slightly from the VMT in the AECOM memo due to 
rounding purposes for the URBEMIS model.  

c.  SUMC solid waste emissions were determined based on total citywide emissions.  Existing SUMC solid waste generation 
is 5 percent of citywide waste generation therefore emissions attributed to SUMC generation was determined to be 5 
percent of total citywide waste emissions. 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-56, last paragraph, has been deleted as follows: 

The additional 54,640 MWh of load requires the City to purchase an additional 18,213 MWh of 
renewable power to meet State requirements. The City is required to make this expenditure, 
without which the City would not be able to meet its renewable portfolio standards. State laws are 
currently being proposed which would impose considerable fines should the City not meet the goal. 
The City would need to purchase additional renewable power to meet the City Council mandated 
renewable portfolio standard of 33 percent by 2012 and beyond.  Renewable energy resource 
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development is lagging behind regulatory-driven demand, and the City would find it increasingly 
difficult to locate renewable power sources to cover the additional requirements.  Therefore, it may 
not be feasible to achieve the reduction in emissions from electricity usage shown in Table 3.6-9. 

Draft EIR Table 3.6-9, on page 3.6-57, has been revised as follows:  

Table 3.6-9 
Annual SUMC Project Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction from Business as Usual 

Emissions, Without and With Mitigation 

Net Emissions 

MT CO2e 

Net 2025 BAU 
Net 2025 Project 

Design  

Net 2025 Project 
Design + 
Mitigation 

Total Emissions 74,802 46,085 70,355 29,453 56,189 25,766 

% reduction from BAU - 5.95 36.09 24.88 44.09 

AB 32 BAU reduction % - 30 30 

City Target BAU Reduction % - 30 30 

Significant? - Yes No Yes No 

Source: PBS&J, 2010 (Appendix VH). 

 

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-57, first paragraph, has been deleted as follows: 

As shown in Table 3.6-8,over half percent of the SUMC Project’s emissions come from “non-fleet 
vehicular emissions,” which are emissions from VMT.  Of these trips, an estimated 40 percent are 
from employee trips and 60 percent are from patient trips.  An analysis of potential measures to 
reduce VMT is included in Section 3.4, Transportation, particularly under the discussion of Impact 
TR-2, and in Section 3.5, Air Quality, particularly under the discussion of Impact AQ-2.  As 
discussed in those sections, implementation of Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 is expected to reduce 
VMT by 13.5 percent, and that reduction is reflected in Table 3.6-9.  In addition, the discussion of 
Impact PH-3 in Section 3.13, Population and Housing, includes additional potential mitigation 
measures that could further reduce VMT by improving the City’s Jobs to Employed Residents 
Ratio.  The City will need to consider the feasibility of implementing some or all of the measures 
identified under Mitigation Measure PH-3.1, but even full implementation of these measures is not 
expected to fully mitigate this impact.   

Draft EIR text on page 3.6-57, second paragraph, has been revised as follows:   

Table 3.6-9 shows the reduction from the BAU emissions with the implementation of the proposed 
Emissions Reduction Program and mitigation measures.  As shown in Table 3.6-9, the resulting 
greenhouse gas emissions reduction from the SUMC Project would be 24.88 44.09 percent less 
than the BAU emissions.  This reduction is still below exceeds the 30 percent reduction specified 
under CARB’s Climate Change Scoping Plan, and applied in the City of Palo Alto’s Climate 
Protection Plan.  Therefore, even with Mitigation Measures CC-1.1 through CC-1.4, and TR-2.3, 
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the SUMC Project’s contribution to global climate change would be cumulatively considerable.  
(SU) less than cumulatively considerable. (LTS) 

Draft EIR page 3.6-58, paragraph fragment before table and Table 3.6-10, has been revised as follows: 

…generated during the 12-year construction period would be approximately 6,214 36,573 MT 
CO2e, of which 1,050 MT CO2e (17 2.87 percent) would be attributable to the equipment used 
during the construction of the LPCH, 767 MT CO2e (12 2.12 percent) would be attributable to the 
Hoover Pavilion Site facilities, 1,191 MT CO2e (19 3.26 percent) would be attributable to the SoM 
facilities, and 3,205 MT CO2e (52 8.76 percent) would be attributable to the SHC facilities, and 
30,359 MT CO2e (83.01 percent) would result from worker commutes during construction 
activities.  

 

Table 3.6-10 
Construction Greenhouse Gas Emissions, SHC, LPCH, and SoM (MT CO2e) 

Phase MT CO2e Subtotal % by Category 

LPCH Facilities 

LPCH Parking 469.75 

1,050.32 16.90 2.87% LPCH Expansion 580.56 

SCH Facilities 

SHC Parking 771.01 

3,205.45 51.59 8.76% 

Parking Structure 3 Demo 42.94 

SHC Replacement Hospital 879.25 

Core Expansion/Demo 232.83 

SHC Clinics Parking 708.58 

SHC Clinics 570.85 

Hoover Pavilion 

Hoover Pavilion Parking 701.14 

767.30 12.35 2.10% Hoover Pavilion MOB 66.16 

SoM Facilities 

FIM #1 349.59 

1,190.85 19.16 3.26% 

Edwards Demo 46.84 

FIM #2 346.49 

Lane Alway Demo 56.08 

FIM #3 335.79 

Grant Demo 56.06 

Worker Commute 

Phase 1 Emissions 26,963.84 

30,359.31 83.01% Phase 2 Emissions 3,395.47 

Total CO2e Emissions 
6,213.91 
36,573.23 100.00% 

Source:  PBS&J, 2010.  Based on calculations provided in Appendix VH.   
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Draft EIR text on page 3.6-59, under Impact CC-2, has been revised as follows: 

CC-2 Emit Significant Greenhouse Gas Emissions.  The proposed Emissions Reduction 
Program would minimize the greenhouse gas emission increases associated with the 
proposed development program, although and the proposed Emissions Reduction 
Program along with regulations adopted after the CARB Scoping Plan would not reduce 
emissions to 30 36.09 percent below BAU (excluding emissions from patients and 
visitor trips).  Therefore the SUMC project would not result in have a cumulatively 
considerable contribution to global climate change.  (S LTS) 

Draft EIR on page 3.6-59, third paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

A quantitative emissions inventory for the SUMC Project was detailed in Impact CC-1, above. As 
shown in the above analysis, the anticipated emissions would be above exceed both the City of Palo 
Alto’s Climate Protection Plan and the CARB’s reduction emission goals of 30 percent below BAU 
emissions, without mitigation.  SUMC Project’s contribution to global climate change would not be 
cumulatively considerable.   

Draft EIR on page 3.6-59 through 3.6-60, starting on the fourth paragraph, has been deleted as 
follows: 

MITIGATION MEASURE.  Mitigation Measures CC-1.1 through CC-1.5, and TR-2.3 in Section 
3.4, Transportation, would reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  In addition, to further reduce 
impacts related to greenhouse gas emissions, the City shall consider the feasibility of Mitigation 
Measure PH-3.1, as identified and discussed in further detail in Section 3.13, Population and 
Housing.  The mitigation measures include:  

 TR-2.3: Enhance Stanford University Travel Demand Management (TDM) Program 

 CC-1.1: Commissioning and Retro-Commissioning of Energy Systems for New and 
Existing Buildings. 

 CC-1.2: Participation in Palo Alto Green Energy Program. 

 CC-1.3: Annual Greenhouse Gas Reporting  

 CC-1.4: Preparation of a Waste Reduction Audit  

 CC-1.5: BAAQMD Construction Emission Reduction Measures.   

 PH-3.1: Reduce the Impacts on the Jobs to Employed Residents Ratio 

However, as demonstrated in Table 3.6-9, even with the implementation of all feasible mitigation 
measures, the anticipated emissions would remain above both the City of Palo Alto’s Climate 
Protection Plan and the CARB’s reduction emission goals of 30 percent below BAU emissions.  
Because these reduction levels cannot be achieved, the SUMC Project would emit significant 
amounts of GHGs and would have a cumulatively considerable contribution to global climate 
change. (SU) 
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Section 3.8, Cultural Resources 

The following text has been revised starting in fourth sentence of the last full paragraph on page 3.8-5 
of the Draft EIR: 

The City of Palo Alto in Santa Clara County was founded in 1892 incorporated in 1894 and lies on 
the historic land grants Rancho Rincón de la San Francisquito, Rancho de la Arroyo de San 
Francisquito, and Rancho San Francisquito.  The southern portion of present-day Palo Alto used to 
be part of the Town of Mayfield, which continued to develop as a separate town until its 
annexation to Palo Alto in 1925.14 

    

14   City of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan, Land Use and Community Design, 1998. 

Section 3.9, Biological Resources 

The first and second full paragraph on page 3.9-12 of the Draft EIR has been revised as follows: 

Based on the City listing, there are no Heritage Trees on the SUMC Sites.  (Heritage Trees are 
defined under Applicable Plans and Regulations.)  However, of the trees described above, 176 178 
coast live oaks and coast redwoods on the SUMC Sites could qualify for protection under the City 
of Palo Alto’s Tree Protection and Management Regulations (see Regulated Trees below).  Of 
these, 60 63 Protected Trees on the Main SUMC Site and 11 Protected Trees at the Hoover 
Pavilion Site, for a sum of 71 74 total Protected Trees, appear to be within or sufficiently close to 
new building footprint areas or paved areas associated with site reconfiguration such that they may 
be at risk and affected by SUMC Project construction.  Among these Protected Trees are large and 
highly visible oak specimens in prominent locations.  The shrub and ground cover species observed 
in the Project Vicinity included mock orange (Pittosporum tobira), rose (Rosa sp.), and pink 
knotweed (Polygonum capitatum).    

Of the 71 74 Protected Trees that may be at risk and affected by the SUMC Project, approximately 
23 13 trees have been determined by the City to be aesthetic tree resources. characteristics  There 
are five additional trees that have also been determined to be aesthetic tree resources, but would be 
retained in place under the SUMC Project, for a total of 18 aesthetic tree resources at the Main 
SUMC Site.4  All Protected Trees are biological tree resources.  A “Biological Tree Resource” is a 
protected category oak or redwood of a certain size as defined in the Palo Alto Municipal Code, 
Chapter 8.10, Tree Preservation and Management Regulations.  Under the proposed Hospital 
District zoning ordinance, an “Aesthetic Tree Resource” is a Protected Tree that is deemed 
important relative to the SUMC Sites, as designated by the Department of Planning and 
Community Environment or the City Council, because it has one or more of the following 
qualities: functions as an important or prominent visual feature; contributes to a larger grove or 
landscape theme; and/or possesses unique character as defined in the designation of Heritage Trees 
(per Municipal Code Section 8.10.090).5  These 23 Protected Trees that are both biologically and 
aesthetically significant tree resources would require retention and preservation under the proposed 
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Hospital District zoning ordinance for the SUMC Project.46  A breakdown of the locations of the 
Protected Trees that are aesthetic tree resources is as follows: 

 Kaplan Lawn.  Kaplan Lawn is the undeveloped area located between the two barrels of 
Pasteur Drive to the west and east, Blake-Wilbur Drive to the north, and the SUMC 
Promenade and fountain to the south.  Within Kaplan Lawn are two existing groves that 
consist of nine oak trees.  Some of these Protected Trees are over a century old, with many 
pre-dating the original hospital and are a remnant of the native oak grassland and 
agricultural use of the area.  The north grove on the Kaplan Lawn functions as a prominent 
left-side component of the Pasture Drive gateway.  There are currently nine Protected 
Trees that are aesthetic tree resources located in Kaplan Lawn (Trees 33 to 41).    

 FIM 1 Grove.  The FIM 1 Grove is located on the parcel of land that would house the 
proposed SoM FIM 1 building under the SUMC Project.  These oak trees function as the 
right side component of the Pasteur Drive gateway, the canopy of which arches over the 
road towards the trees in the Kaplan Lawn area. There are currently seven Protected Trees 
that are aesthetic tree resources in the FIM 1 Grove.  (Trees 317, 318, 319, 320, 322, 323, 
and 324).    

 Adjacent to Welch Road.  A century-old solitary oak is growing at the edge of the Main 
SUMC Site, between Welch Road to the north and the Blake-Wilbur Clinic building to the 
south.  This existing Protected Tree is unique in character and prominently visible from 
Welch Road and the proposed Durand Way.  The oak (tree 608) is located next to one of 
the original Governor’s Lane eucalyptus trees and has a significant canopy spread.  In 
addition, a mature and healthy Protected oak tree (tree 996) is located to the east of the 
proposed LPCH hospital building, along Welch Road.   
    
4  City of Palo Alto, SUMC Protected Tree Survey, July 20, 2010. 
45 City of Palo Alto Department of Planning and Community Environment, Dave Dockter, 

Environmental Planner, “SUMC Environmental Impact Report Strategy: How the City will 
approach evaluation of the Tree Resources in the SUMC Project Area,” memorandum, July 28, 
2009. 

6  City of Palo Alto, SUMC Protected Tree Survey, July 20, 2010. 

The text on pages 3.9-24 through 3.9-25 of the Draft EIR, starting at the second paragraph under 
Impact BR-4, has been revised as follows: 

Based on the City listing, there are no Heritage Trees on the SUMC Sites.  However, there are 176 
178 native oaks and redwoods on the SUMC Sites that are large enough to be designated as 
Protected Trees under the City of Palo Alto’s Tree Preservation and Management Regulations.  
Protected Trees potentially subject to removal during implementation of the SUMC Project include 
60 63 Protected Trees on the Main SUMC Site and 11 Protected Trees at the Hoover Pavilion 
Site.10  These locations appear to be within or sufficiently close to new building footprint areas or 
areas associated with the site reconfiguration.  As final designs and construction logistics for the 
SUMC Project buildings are completed, it is possible that additional Protected Trees may be 
identified for removal.  However, many of the Protected Trees initially identified as potentially 
subject to removal will be relocated on site, rather than removed.  As a result, the total number of 
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Protected Trees removed (and not relocated) is not expected to exceed 74 Protected Trees.  Thus, it 
is foreseeable that the loss of up to 71 74 Protected Trees out of a total of 176 178 Protected Trees 
present on the SUMC Sites may occur.10 Implementation of the SUMC Project could impact 
Protected Trees during preparation for building construction, or could result in the loss of 
Protected Trees due to damage sustained during the construction phase of the SUMC Project.  

As part of the SUMC Project, the SUMC Project sponsors propose the creation of a new zoning 
district that could be applied by the City to land uses specifically for hospitals, associated medical 
research, medical office, and support uses.  The new zoning district would have its own name, 
such as “Hospital District,” and would include development standards that accommodate hospital-
related uses like the SUMC Project.  As described in Section 2, Project Description, regulations in 
this district pertaining to Protected Trees would include applicability, preservation, and exemptions 
for removal and replacement of trees.11    

City staff has developed proposed zoning ordinance provisions that would require preservation of 
some of the trees that would have been removed under the SUMC Project.  The Hospital District 
zoning requirements would create a procedure to permit the removal or relocation of approximately 
48 Protected Trees while preserving approximately 23 Protected Trees trees that are considered both 
biologically and aesthetically significant tree resources, as defined under Existing Conditions.  Trees 
that are determined not to be aesthetic tree resources would be candidates for an exemption to the 
City’s Tree Ordinance, and required but would be subject to replacement according to the City Tree 
Technical Manual (TTM) standards.  Although the new Hospital District regulations would seek to 
avoid the removal of 23 Protected Trees that are both biologically and aesthetically significant tree 
resources at the SUMC Sites, 48  Protected Trees could still be removed or relocated as a result of 
the SUMC Project.  Municipal Code Section 8.10.050 prohibits removal of a Protected Tree unless it 
has been determined by the Director of Planning and Community Environment, on the basis of a 
certified arborist and other relevant information, that the Protected Tree is dead, hazardous, or a 
detriment to or crowding an adjacent Protected Tree.  The Municipal Code protects these trees 
because they give the City a unique visual character, enhance property values, and provide beneficial 
environmental services.  Under existing code provisions, Tthe 48  Protected Trees that could be 
removed would not qualify for exemption to the regulations (that is, the trees are neither dead, 
hazardous, nor a detriment to or crowding an adjacent Protected Tree).  Therefore, the SUMC 
Project would result in a significant impact due to removal of Protected Trees.12,13 

Based on the biological and aesthetic tree resource category designations, as defined under the 
proposed new Hospital District Zoning ordinance, the 23 Protected Trees that would be required to 
be retained under the new Hospital District regulations include: nine Protected Trees in Kaplan 
Lawn (located between Pasteur Drive barrels), 12 seven Protected Trees in the area of the 
proposed SoM FIM 1 building, one Protected Tree located between the site of the Blake-Wilbur 
Clinic building and Welch Road, and one Protected Tree east of the new LPCH hospital building, 
along Welch Road.1314,15 The SUMC Project would result in the retention and removal of the 
following Protected Trees that are aesthetic tree resources: 

 Kaplan Lawn:  All nine Protected Trees that are aesthetic tree resources at the Kaplan 
Lawn would be removed; 
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 FIM 1 Grove:  Two Protected Trees that are aesthetic tree resources would be removed and 
five would be retained; 

 Adjacent to Welch Road: The century-old solitary oak that is located between Welch Road 
to the north and the Blake-Wilbur Clinic building to the south would be removed.  The 
mature Protected oak tree located to the east of the proposed LPCH hospital building, 
along Welch Road, would also be removed. 

As explained below in Mitigation Measure BR-4.6, minor SUMC Project site plan adjustments 
could be made to avoid removal of several one Protected Trees in the area of the proposed FIM 1 
building and along Welch Road (a total of 14 nine Protected Trees). (608) and to retain a second 
Protected Tree (319), while relocating two additional Protected Trees (323 and 324) at FIM 1 that 
are aesthetic tree resources.  However, under the SUMC Project, the Protected Trees in the Kaplan 
Lawn area (nine trees) would not be able to be avoided with minor site plan modifications.  As 
such, the SUMC Project would result in significant impacts to biologically and aesthetically 
significant Protected Trees tree resources in Kaplan Lawn. 
    
10 Zach Pozner, Stanford University Medical Center, electronic communication to Whitney McNair, 

subject: “Protected Trees – Stanford,” February 8, 2010.  City of Palo Alto, SUMC Protected Tree 
Survey, July 20, 2010. 

11  Dave Dockter, Environmental Planner, City of Palo Alto Department of Planning and Community 
Environment, SUMC Environmental Impact Report Strategy: How the City will approach evaluation of 
the Tree Resources in the SUMC Project Area, memorandum, July 28, 2009. 

12   Dave Dockter, Environmental Planner, City of Palo Alto Department of Planning and Community 
Environment, SUMC Environmental Impact Report Strategy: How the City will approach evaluation of 
the Tree Resources in the SUMC Project Area, memorandum, July 28, 2009. 

13 City of Palo Alto, SUMC Protected Tree Survey, July 20, 2010. 
1314 Dave Dockter, Environmental Planner, City of Palo Alto Department of Planning and Community 

Environment, SUMC Environmental Impact Report Strategy: How the City will approach evaluation of 
the Tree Resources in the SUMC Project Area, memorandum, July 28, 2009. 

15 City of Palo Alto, SUMC Protected Tree Survey, July 20, 2010. 

The Draft EIR text on pages 3.9-26 through 3.9-28 has been revised as follows: 

MITIGATION MEASURES.  Mitigation Measures BR-4.1 through BR-4.5, below, to be implemented 
by the SUMC Project sponsors, would reduce the SUMC Project’s impact on Protected Trees.  In 
addition, Mitigation Measure BR-4.6 would require minor SUMC Project site plan adjustments to 
avoid removal of some biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources.  
However, the new Hospital District under the SUMC Project would allow the removal of up to 48 
Protected Trees that are protected under the Municipal Code up to 61 Protected Trees that are not 
aesthetic tree resources could be removed under the SUMC Project.  In addition, minor 
modifications to the SUMC Project site plans would not be able to avoid the nine biologically and 
aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources in the Kaplan Lawn area.  Therefore, the 
SUMC Project would result in a significant and unavoidable impact to Protected Trees. (SU) 

BR-4.1 Prepare a Tree Preservation Report for all Trees to be Retained.  An updated tree 
survey and tree preservation report (TPR) prepared by a certified arborist shall be 
submitted for review and acceptance by and approval by the Director of Planning and 
Community Environment in consultation with the City Urban Forester Arborist.  For 
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reference clarity, the tree survey shall include (list and field tag) all existing trees 
within the SUMC Sites, including adjacent trees overhanging the SUMC Sites.  The 
approved TPR shall be implemented in full, including mandatory inspections and 
monthly reporting to City Urban Forester Arborist.  The TPR shall be based on latest 
SUMC plans and amended as needed to address activity or within the dripline area of 
any existing Protected tTree to be preserved, including incidental work (utilities 
trenching, street work, lighting, irrigation, etc.) that may affect the health of a 
preserved Protected tTree.  The SUMC Project shall be modified to address 
recommendations identified to reduce impacts to existing ordinance-regulated trees.  
The TPR shall be consistent with the criteria set forth in the Tree Preservation 
Ordinance, Palo Alto Municipal Code Section 8.10.030, and the City Tree Technical 
Manual, Section 3.00, 4.00 and 6.30.  To avoid improvements that may be detrimental 
to the health of regulated Protected tTrees, the TPR Director of Planning and 
Community Environment, in consultation with the City Arborist, shall review the 
SUMC Project sponsors’ landscape plan to ensure the new landscape is consistent with 
Tree Technical Manual, Section 5.45 and Appendix L, Landscaping under Native 
Oaks. 

BR-4.2 Prepare a Solar Access Study (SAS) of Short and Long Term Effects on Protected Oaks. 
The SUMC Project sponsors shall prepare a SAS of Short and Long Term Effects on 
Protected Oaks that are Aesthetic Tree Resources for review and approval by the 
Director of Planning and Community Environment in consultation with the City 
Arborist. The SAS shall be prepared by a qualified expert team (horticulturalist, 
architect designer, consulting arborist) capable of determining effects, if any, to 
foliage, health, disease susceptibility and also prognosis for longevity.  The SAS shall 
provide alternative massing scenarios to provide sufficient solar access and reduce 
shading detriment at different thresholds of tree health/decline, as provided for in the 
SAS.  The SAS adequacy shall be subject to peer review as determined necessary by 
the City.  The SAS design alternatives shall be the subject of specific discussion at all 
levels of ARB, Planning Commission, City Council, and public review in conjunction 
with the SUMC Project sponsors, the City Urban Forester, and Director of the 
Planning and Community Environment Department, until a final design is approved. 
contain the same information as the SAS for FIM 1 trees that are Aesthetic Tree 
Resources submitted September 23, 2010.  If the Director of Planning and Community 
Environment, in consultation with the City Arborist, determines that the SUMC Project 
would have an adverse effect on solar access to a Protected Tree that is an Aesthetic 
Tree Resource such that the tree is unlikely to survive, then the SUMC Project 
sponsors shall relocate the Protected Tree to a site with sufficient solar access, as 
determined by the Direct of Planning and Community Environment, in consultation 
with the City Arborist.  The SAS has been completed and accepted by the City for 
trees #608, Kaplan Lawn (trees #33 through 41), and FIM (trees #317 through 320 and 
#322). 
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BR-4.3 Prepare a Tree Relocation Feasibility Plan for Any Protected Tree Proposed for 
Relocation and Retention.  Relocation of Protected Trees with the SUMC Sites shall be 
allowed only upon issuance of a Protected Tree relocation permit from the Director of 
Planning and Community Environment in consultation with the City Arborist.  Because 
of inherent mortality associated with the process of moving mature trees, the SUMC 
Project sponsors shall prepare a Tree Relocation and Maintenance Plan (TRMP) shall 
be prepared subject to Urban Forester’s approval to be reviewed in connection with the 
Protected Tree relocation permit.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall submit a The 
TRMP to determine shall evaluate the feasibility of moving the Protected Trees to an 
appropriate location on site.  Feasibility shall consider current site and tree conditions, 
a tree’s ability to tolerate moving, relocation measures, optimum needs for the new 
location, aftercare, irrigation, and other long-term needs.  

 The tree relocation permit shall specify that if the relocated trees do not survive after a 
period of five years, the tree canopy relocated tree or trees shall be replaced with a tree 
of equivalent size or security deposit value trees or a combination of trees and Tree 
Value Standards consistent with Section 3.20, Table 3-1 Tree Canopy Replacement, of 
the Tree Technical Manual.  The TRMP shall be inclusive of the following minimum 
information: appropriate irrigation, monitoring inspections, post relocation tree 
maintenance, and for an annual arborist report of the condition of the relocated trees.  
If a tree is disfigured, leaning with supports needed, in decline with a dead top or 
dieback of more than 25 percent, the tree shall be considered a total loss and replaced 
in kind and size as described above.  The final annual arborist report shall serve as the 
basis for return of the Tree Security Deposit (see Mitigation Measure BR-4.4, below, 
for a discussion of the Tree Security Deposit).   

BR-4.4A Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding for Tree Maintenance.  The natural tree resources on the SUMC Site 
include significant Protected Trees and those that provide neighborhood screening, 
including two trees proposed for relocation.  Prior to building permit submittal, the 
Tree Security Deposit for the total value of the relocated trees, as referenced in the 
Tree Technical Manual, Section 3.26, Security Deposits, shall be posted to the City 
Revenue Collections in a form acceptable by the City Attorney.  As a security measure, 
the SUMC Project sponsors shall be subject to a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between the City of Palo Alto and the SUMC Project sponsors describing a 
tree retention amount, the list of trees to be retained, an appraised value for each listed 
tree, a five-year tree growth and establishment, criteria and timeline for return of 
security, and conditions of approval related to Protected Trees, as cited in the Record 
of Land Use Action Conditional Use Permit for the SUMC Project.  The SUMC 
Project sponsors and SUMC Project arborist, to be retained by the SUMC Project 
sponsors, shall coordinate with the City Urban Forester Arborist to determine the 
amount of bonding conditions required to guarantee the protection and/or replacement 
of the regulated trees on the site during construction and within five years after 
occupancy.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall bond for 150 percent of the value for 
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the relocated trees, and 50 percent of the value of the remaining trees to be protected 
during construction (as identified in the revised and final approved Tree Protection 
Report).  The SUMC Project sponsors shall also provide an appraisal of the trees with 
the proposed level of bonding in a tree value table to be reviewed and accepted by the 
Director of Planning and Community Environment  with the description of each tree by 
number, value, and total combined value of all the trees to be retained.  A return of the 
guarantee shall be subject to an annual followed by a final tree assessment report on all 
the relocated and retained trees from the SUMC Project arborist, as approved by the 
City Urban Forester, five years following final inspection for occupancy, to the 
satisfaction of the Director of the Planning and Community Environment Department. 
provide a security guarantee for the trees, as determined by the Director of Planning 
and Community Environment, in consultation with the City Arborist, in an amount 
consistent with the City of Palo Alto Tree Technical Manual. 

BR 4.4B Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual.  Removal of 
Protected Trees shall be allowed only upon issuance of a Protected Tree removal 
permit from the Director of Planning and Community Environment, in consultation 
with the City Arborist.  Protected Trees that are removed without being relocated shall 
be replaced in accordance with the ratios set forth in Table 3-1 of the City of Palo Alto 
Tree Technical Manual in the following way, in order to maintain the appropriate 
landscape approach at the SUMC Sites, which has limited opportunities to plant the 
required replacement of trees: 

 The Protected Tree removal permit issued shall stipulate the tree replacement 
requirements for the removed tree, including number of trees, location, and 
irrigation; 

 The number and size of trees required for replacement would be calculated in 
accordance with Table 3-1; and 

 The difference between the required tree replacement and the number of trees 
planted at the SUMC Sites would be mitigated through contribution to the Forestry 
Fund in the City of Palo Alto.  Payment to the Forestry Fund would be in the 
amount representing the value of the replacement trees that would be required 
under the TTM standard. 

Draft EIR text for Mitigation Measure BR-4.6 on page 3.9-28 has been revised as follows: 

BR-4.6 Implement Minor Site Modifications to Preserve Biologically and Aesthetically 
Significant Protected Trees Tree Resources.  The SUMC Project sponsors shall design 
and implement modifications to building design, hardscape, and landscape to 
incorporate the below and above ground area needed to preserve as many biologically 
and aesthetically significant Protected Trees as possible the following trees that are 
both biological and aesthetic tree resources: 
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 FIM 1 Grove.  Retain one Protected Tree that is an aesthetic tree resources (#319) 
and relocate two Protected Trees that are aesthetic tree resources (#323 and 324) in 
the FIM 1 Grove.   

 Adjacent to Welch Road.  Retain the century-old solitary oak located between 
Welch Road to the north and the Blake-Wilbur Clinic building to the south (#608).  
In addition, relocate the mature Protected oak tree located to the east of the 
proposed LPCH hospital building (#996). 

The following text edit has been made to fifth sentence of the discussion under Impact BR-5 on page 
3.9-29 of Section 3.9, Biological Resources: 

In September 2006, Stanford University initiated the development of the Stanford University HCP 
with USFWS and NOAA Fisheries.  However, because the Stanford University HCP is currently 
out for public review and has not been adopted, it is not a currently applicable Habitat 
Conservation Plan or Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP).  Until such time that the 
HCP is adopted, there is no requirement to comply with its provisions.  In addition, Tthe Santa 
Clara Valley HCP/NCCP is the nearest adopted HCP/NCCP in the region but is also in 
development and has not yet been adopted.  Nonetheless, the SUMC Sites are not included within 
it’s the boundaries of the Santa Clara Valley HCP/NCCP and it would not apply to the SUMC 
Project.  Because no applicable adopted HCP or NCCP currently exists for the SUMC Sites, and 
no habitat for special-status plant or wildlife species occurs in the SUMC Sites, the SUMC Project 
would have no impact on any applicable HCP or NCCP. 

The second paragraph under Impact BR-9 on page 3.9-32 has been revised as follows: 

The SUMC Project would result in the loss of potentially approximately 48 74 Protected Trees.  
Moreover, the Protected Trees that would be lost include those identified by the City as being 
biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources.  Therefore, although the 
SUMC Project would include mitigation that would require preservation of some of the Protected 
Trees and replacement of Protected Trees that are removed, the SUMC Project’s contribution to 
the cumulative loss of Protected Trees would be cumulatively considerable. 

Section 3.11, Hydrology 

The following text has been added as the third sentence of the first paragraph on page 3.11-34 of the 
Draft EIR: 

Groundwater Recharge.  During construction, the balance between pervious and impervious land 
surfaces101 would repeatedly change. Consequently, there is a potential for a temporary increase in 
impervious land surfaces and therefore, temporary reduction in groundwater recharge.  Impervious 
land surfaces, including green roof areas, would prevent the downward percolation of rainfall and 
groundwater recharge.   
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Page 3.11-40, last partial paragraph, and continuing on to page 3.11-41, first partial paragraph of the 
Draft EIR: 

The SUMC Site surface is currently about 27 percent pervious land surfaces (refer footnote 101 on 
page 3.11-34) with about 3 percent of green roofs for a total of 70 percent impervious surfaces that 
could contribute to stormwater runoff.  Both pervious land surfaces and other pervious surfaces, 
such as green roofs, would allow for percolation and storage of rainfall and reduce runoff by 
effectively reducing the amount of impervious surfaces that could contribute to stormwater runoff.  
Implementation of the SUMC Project would replace existing buildings and surface parking lots 
with new buildings, underground parking, and a new parking structure, and ultimately create result 
in about 26 percent pervious land surfaces and about 11 percent of green roofs for a total of 63 
percent impervious surfaces that could contribute to stormwater runoff.106 Green roofs can detain 
60 to 100 percent of precipitation, depending upon the substrate and size of storm event.107 The 
increased reduced amount of impervious surfaces that could contribute to stormwater runoff (land 
surface plus green roof area; a (7 percent total increase reduction in effective impervious surfaces) 
would reduce the amount of stormwater runoff from the SUMC Project compared to existing 
conditions.  Because there would be no net-increase in directly-connected impervious surfaces and 
the SUMC Sites are within an area designated as exempt from HM controls on the County HM 
map, the SUMC Project would be exempt from the HM stormwater controls requirements; a no-
net-increase-indirectly-connected-impervious-area condition is considered to be sufficient to 
determine that there would be no increase in runoff rates, volume, or flow duration (maintenance 
of the preexisting hydrograph) for the small (less than two-year) to medium (10-year) storm events. 
Because the pre-development hydrograph would be maintained, post-construction conditions under 
the SUMC Project would not substantially increase off-site bed or bank erosion or sedimentation in 
San Francisquito Creek.     

Section 3.12, Hazardous Materials 

The following text has been added after the first partial paragraph on page 3.12-20 of the Draft EIR: 

Additional Studies at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  From October 2008 through September 2010, the 
SUMC Project sponsors prepared and provided to the SCCDEH the following documentation 
which summarizes the environmental condition and the investigations and remediation that have 
been conducted at the Hoover Pavilion Site since 1986 to date in consideration of case closure: 

 October 31, 2008: Request for Site Closure by AMEC Geomatrix, which discusses site 
closure for the two closed in-place 2,200 gallon diesel underground storage tanks and the 
results of a soil vapor survey to evaluate whether volatile constituents are present in the 
subsurface.  

 March 26, 2009: an additional soil vapor survey was performed by AMEC Geomatrix and 
documented in the Additional Investigation Report for Delineation of PCE in the vicinity of 
Soil Boring SV-9.  

 May 25, 2010: A Site Management Plan by AMEC was developed that established 
guidelines and health and safety requirements during construction for the following 
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activities:  notifications, air monitoring, soil excavation, soil stockpiling, on-site reuse of 
soil, off-site soil disposal or reuse, dust control, and groundwater management.    

 September 15, 2010: Technical Summary by AMEC was prepared to discuss the regulatory 
status and closure activities, site information, previous investigations and results, summary 
of remedial measures and closure criteria.  

The above AMEC reports concluded that residual petroleum is present in soil, particularly in the 
area of two 2,200 gallon, closed-in-place USTs that formerly contained fuel oil and diesel.  Testing 
confirms that no petroleum constituents are present in soil vapor.  Note that the presence of 
chlorinated volatile organic compounds (CVOCs) were also evaluated as part of the Hoover 
Pavilion Site (in soil) and found to be limited in concentration, area and depth, and presents no 
impacts to human health or the environment.  The impacted area would be excavated as part of the 
SUMC Project parking garage excavation.  Thus, all of the residual CVOCs and most of the 
petroleum impacted soil whose areal extent has been defined will be removed as part of the SUMC 
Project.    

With respect to groundwater, the studies show no dissolved-phased constituents are present above 
environmental screening levels and the lateral extent of the plume is confined to the property.  In 
two monitoring wells immediately adjacent to the USTs, 1/8 to 1/4 inch of product composed of a 
mixture of degraded viscous fuel oil (heavy fuel oil number 6) and degraded diesel has been 
measured; remediation of this product has been completed to the fullest extent practicable.  CVOCs 
testing in groundwater are below the MCLs.  Therefore, the Hoover Pavilion Site has been 
thoroughly investigated and the cleanup meets the State’s standards and poses no threat to human 
health or the environment. 

Draft EIR text under Mitigation Measures HM-3.3, starting on page 3.12-41 of the Draft EIR, is 
revised as follows: 

HM-3.3 Conduct a Soil Vapor Excavation Program at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  A qualified 
consultant, under the SUMC Project sponsors’ direction, shall undertake the following 
activities: 

 Remove all buried underground storage tanks from the property after sheds and 
storage buildings on the Hoover Pavilion site have been demolished; 

 To the extent necessary, additional soil sampling shall be collected to determine 
health risks and to develop disposal criteria; 

 If warranted based on soil sampling, contaminated soil shall be excavated, 
removed, and transported to an approved disposal facility in compliance with 
OSHA requirements; and    

 If warranted based on soil sampling, a human health risk assessment shall be 
prepared and implemented to determine potential for impacts on construction 
workers as well as to develop measures to ensure it is safe to redevelop the Hoover 
Pavilion Site within engineering controls (e.g., SVE or vapor barriers); and  



6-128 Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR — 
 Revisions to the Draft EIR 

 To the extent required based upon the results of soil sampling and the results of a 
health risk assessment (if applicable), a Site Health and Safety Plan to ensure 
worker safety in compliance with OSHA requirements shall be developed by the 
SUMC Project sponsors, and in places prior to commencing work on any 
contaminated site. 

 The SUMC Project sponsors shall cooperate with submit documents to the County 
DEH to proceed with closure of the Hoover Pavilion Site. 

The text under Impact HM-5, starting on pages 3.12-46 to 3.12-47 of the Draft EIR, is revised as 
follows: 

The SUMC Project would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school.  No 
existing K-12 schools are located within one-quarter mile of the SUMC Sites. Two school 
facilities, including a child care center, are located within one-quarter mile of the SUMC Sites: the 
LPCH school, located within in the LPCH, and the Stanford Arboretum Children's Center, located 
on 215 Quarry Road at the Hoover Pavilion Site.  The closest off-site schools to the SUMC Sites 
are Palo Alto High School, approximately 0.7 mile east of the SUMC Sites, and Addison 
Elementary School, approximately 1.2 miles northeast. The nearest private schools are Castilleja 
School, 1.1 miles northeast, and Montessori School, approximately 1.0 mile northeast. 

The LPCH includes an on-site school within the facility. This is an existing school within one-
quarter mile of the SUMC Sites. As discussed above, implementation of the SUMC Project would 
increase the amount of hazardous materials used on the SUMC Sites and hazardous waste generated 
at the SUMC Sites. Regulations and operational practices that minimize hazard risks to this existing 
facility would continue to ensure that associated risks are not substantially increased.  As such, 
impacts associated with a school facilities within one-quarter mile of the SUMC Sites would be less 
than significant. 

Section 3.13, Population and Housing 

Table 3.13-8 on pages 3.13-12 through 3.13-13 of the Draft EIR has been updated as follows: 

Table 3.13-8 
SUMC Project 2025 Indirect Housing Demand by County/ 

City Based on Existing SUMC Employee Zip Code Distribution 

 

Residential 
Location of Palo 

Alto SUMC 
Employeesa 

ABAG Projected 
Household 

Growth  
2005-2025b 

SUMC Project 
Housing 

Demand in 
2025 

SUMC Project 
Housing Demand as 

Percent of Household 
Growth 2005-2025 

Santa Clara County     
Palo Alto 8.0% 6,030 104 1.7% 
Stanford University Campus 1.1% 3,022c 14 0.5% 
Mountain View 5.9% 6,220 77 1.2% 
Los Altos and Los Altos Hills 1.5% 590 20 3.4% 
Sunnyvale, Santa Clara, Cupertino 11.0% 17,780 17,960 143 0.8% 
San Jose 15.5% 83,780 202 0.2% 



Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR — 6-129 
Revisions to the Draft EIR 

Table 3.13-8 
SUMC Project 2025 Indirect Housing Demand by County/ 

City Based on Existing SUMC Employee Zip Code Distribution 

 

Residential 
Location of Palo 

Alto SUMC 
Employeesa 

ABAG Projected 
Household 

Growth  
2005-2025b 

SUMC Project 
Housing 

Demand in 
2025 

SUMC Project 
Housing Demand as 

Percent of Household 
Growth 2005-2025 

Milpitas 2.1% 5,950 27 0.5% 
Campbell, Los Gatos, Saratoga, 
(+Monte Sereno, Alum Rock) 

2.3% ~2,920 30 1.0% 

Gilroy, San Martin, Morgan Hill 0.7% ~6,104 9 0.2% 
Subtotal 45.9% 132,396 132,576 626 0.5% 

San Mateo County     
Menlo Park (+W. Menlo Park) 4.1% 1,910 53 2.8% 
East Palo Alto 1.8% 2,710 24 0.9% 
Atherton, Woodside, Portola Valley, 
Emerald Hills 

0.9% ~850 12 1.4% 

Redwood City  5.5% ~5,140~6,130 72 1.4%1.2% 
Belmont, San Mateo, San Carlos, 
and Foster City 

6.2% ~9,060~10,870 81 0.9%0.7% 

Hillsborough, Burlingame, Millbrae  1.1% 2,200 2,240 14 0.6% 
South San Francisco, Brisbane, Daly 
City, Colma, San Bruno 

2.9% 10,070 10,350 38 0.4% 

Half Moon Bay and Coastal 
(Pacifica, Montara, El Granada, La 
Honda, Pescadero, Loma Mar, Moss 
Beach) 

1.7% ~3,930 22 0.6% 

Subtotal 24.2% 35,870 38,990 316 0.9% 0.8% 
Alameda County     

Fremont and Hayward 8.9%  18,120 116 0.6% 
Newark, Union City, San Leandro, 
Castro Valley, San Lorenzo 

6.1% ~14,410~14,040 79 0.6% 

Oakland, Berkeley, Alameda, 
Emeryville, Albany, Piedmont 

1.0% 46,640 42,190 13 0.02% 0.03% 

Dublin, Pleasanton, Livermore, 
Sunol, and Mountain House 

1.3% ~26,757~28,106  17 0.06% 

Subtotal 19.3% 105,907 102,456 225 0.2% 
San Francisco County 4.0% 44,950 52 0.1% 
Contra Costa County 1.3% 71,450 17 0.02% 
Marin, Napa, and Sonoma Counties 0.6% 45,300 8 0.02% 
TOTAL IN BAY AREA REGION 95.2% d 435,873 477,360 1,241d 0.28% 0.26% 
Outside the Bay Area Region  4.8% - 62 - 
TOTAL 100%d  1,303d  
Sources:  
a. Stanford University Medical Center, Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Project Application, 

August 2007, as amended; Tab 5, Table 5-5.  See Appendix L. 
b. ABAG, Projections 2005, December 2004.   
c. Stanford University Community Plan/General Use Permit Draft Environmental Impact Report, Table 2-1, June 2000. 
Note: 
d. Individual percentages and numbers of units may not sum to the totals due to rounding. 
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The text on page 3.13-13 of the Draft EIR has been revised as follows: 

As demonstrated in 3.13-8 the indirect housing demand from the SUMC Project would represent a 
small percentage of the ABAG projected housing growth for all jurisdictions in the Bay Area 
region.  As shown in Table 3.13-8, above, ABAG projects that the number of households would 
grow from 2005 to 2025 by 18.5 percent in the Bay Area region, 21.8 percent in Santa Clara 
County, and 20.4 percent in Palo Alto.  The indirect housing demand generated by the SUMC 
Project would be 0.28 0.26 percent of the projected household growth in the Bay Area region, 0.5 
percent of household growth in Santa Clara County, 0.9 0.8 percent of household growth in San 
Mateo County, 1.7 percent of the projected household growth within the City of Palo Alto, and 2.8 
percent of housing growth in Menlo Park, from 2005 to 2025.  At most, the indirect housing 
demand from the SUMC Project would comprise 3.4 percent of projected growth (within Los Altos 
and Los Altos Hills).  Therefore, the SUMC Project would not significantly impact the 2025 
forecasted household growth within the City and other jurisdictions within the region, and the 
demand for housing as a result of the SUMC Project would be less than significant. 

Impact PH-3, on page 3.13-15 of the Draft EIR, is revised as follows: 

PH-3. Impacts on Jobs to Employed Residents Ratio.  The SUMC Project would have an 
adverse impact on the City’s jobs to employed residents ratio because it would exceed 
the existing zoning allowances for the SUMC Sites and thus require rezoning, and it 
would increase the City’s jobs to employed residents ratio by more than 0.01. 
However, this impact is not, itself, an environmental impact.  This impact would result 
in secondary environmental impacts relating to additional commute traffic, including 
the significant and unavoidable impacts on air quality and climate change, as identified 
in Sections 3.5 and 3.6.  The present analysis of impacts to the “jobs to employed 
residents” ratio is presented for informational purposes, and for the purpose of 
identifying additional mitigation measures for this identified impact. 

The third paragraph under Impact PH-3, on pages 3.13-15 through 3.13-16 of the Draft EIR, is revised 
as follows: 

Sections 3.5 and 3.6 identifyies significant and unavoidable impacts relating to air 
quality and climate change, and the additional commute-related traffic resulting from 
the imbalance between jobs and employed residents is can be a significant contributor 
to this impact.  For example, Tables 3.5-6 and 3.5-7, in Section 3.5, Air Quality, 
demonstrate that a majority of the SUMC Project’s emissions are from mobile sources, 
and the section further explains that 40 percent of these mobile emissions are from 
employee trips.  These emissions result in a significant and unavoidable impact on air 
quality (see Impacts AQ-2 and AQ-7).  Likewise, Tables 3.6-4 and 3.6-6, in Section 
3.6, Climate Change, demonstrate that the majority of the SUMC Project’s greenhouse 
gas emissions result from these same mobile sources (listed in the tables under the 
category of “Non-fleet Vehicular Emissions (VMT)”), which result in an identified 
significant and unavoidable impact on climate change (see Impacts CC-1 and CC-2).  
Finally, the SUMC Project’s impact on the jobs to employed residents ratio may also 
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play a contributing role to the SUMC Project’s significant and unavoidable impacts on 
traffic circulation (see Impacts TR-2 and TR-3 in Section 3.4, Transportation). 

The text on page 3.13-17, third sentence of second paragraph, is revised as follows: 

Table 3.13-11 converts the jobs to housing ratio to a jobs to employed residents per household ratio 
and shows that the SUMC Project would result in a total demand of approximately 1,303 new 
households in the region and 1.052 1,052 households above the 0.01 threshold. 

Section 3.14, Public Services 

The third full paragraph on page 3.14-10, which continues to the beginning of page 3.14-11, has been 
revised, as shown below.  These changes do not affect the analysis or the impact conclusions regarding 
park and open space facilities. 

Approximately 30 38 percent54 (4,763 6,372 acres) of the City’s land area consists of open space 
preserves.5455,56  Open space preserves provide opportunities for hiking, biking, fishing, picnicking, 
camping, nature study, and non-motorized boating.  They also have significant ecological and 
aesthetic value, providing important habitat for wildlife and scenic areas.5557  These major foothill 
open spaces that are owned and operated by the City include:  the 1,940-acre John Fletcher Byxbee 
Recreational Area Baylands Nature Preserve; the 1,400-acre Foothills Park; the 622 610-acre 
Pearson-Arastradero Preserve; and the 22-acre Esther Clark Park Nature Preserve;. 58,59 the 12.4-
acre Timothy Hopkins Creekside Park; In addition, the open space preserves that are within City 
lands, but are operated by the Mid-Peninsula Open Space District, include the 2,200 acres of 
Montebello Open Space Preserve; and the 200-acre Los Trancos Open Space Preserve.60  The 
Byxbee, Foothill, Arastradero, Clark, and Hopkins Parks are owned and operated by the City, 
while Montebello and Los Trancos are operated by the Mid-Peninsula Open Space District.56 

    
54 Greg Betts, Director of Community Services, City of Palo Alto Community Service. Electronic 

communication, October 25, 2007. 6,372 acres of open space preserves/16,627 acres of land within the 
City of Palo Alto = 38.3 percent = ~ 38 percent 

55 City of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan, Land Use and Community Design, 1998. 
56 City of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan, Natural Environment, 1998. 
5557 City of Palo Alto. 1997. Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan EIR, Natural Environment, September. 
56  Greg Betts, Director of Community Services, City of Palo Alto Community Service. Electronic 

communication, October 25, 2007. 
58 City of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan, Natural Environment, 1998. 
59  City of Palo Alto, “Open Space & Parks, Preserves and Open Space,” accessed on August 25, 2010 at: 

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/depts/csd/parks_and_open_space/preserves_and _open_spaces/default.asp. 
60 City of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan, Natural Environment, 1998. 
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6.5 CHANGES TO THE DRAFT EIR SECTION 4, OTHER CEQA CONSIDERATIONS 

Draft EIR text on page 4-1, first bullet of the significant and unavoidable impact list is deleted as 
follows: 

 Deterioration of intersection level of service during Peak Hour conditions at three Menlo 
Park intersections (Middlefield Road and Willow Road, Bayfront Expressway and Willow 
Road. and University Avenue and Bayfront Expressway); 

Draft EIR text on page 4-1, fifth bullet, is deleted as follows: 

 Contribution to cumulative emissions of toxic air contaminants; 

Draft EIR text on page 4-1, sixth bullet, is deleted as follows: 

 Emission of greenhouse gases, which would contravene the City’s ability to meet emission 
reduction goals in the Palo Alto Climate Protection Plan and which would have a 
cumulatively considerable contribution to global climate change;  

The tenth bullet on page 4-1 is revised as follows: 

 Removal of up to 71 74 Protected Trees, as defined in City of Palo Alto’s Tree Protection 
and Management Regulations, which is a significant and unavoidable impact on both a 
project level and a cumulative level. 

6.6 CHANGES TO THE DRAFT EIR SECTION 5, ALTERNATIVES 

Draft EIR text on page 5-2 first bullet of the significant and unavoidable impact list is deleted as 
follows: 

 Deterioration of intersection level of service during Peak Hour conditions at three Menlo 
Park intersections (Middlefield Road and Willow Road, Bayfront Expressway and Willow 
Road. and University Avenue and Bayfront Expressway); 

Draft EIR text on page 5-2, fifth bullet, is deleted as follows: 

 Contribution to cumulative emissions of toxic air contaminants; 

Draft EIR text on page 5-2, sixth bullet, is deleted as follows: 

 Emission of greenhouse gases, which would contravene the City’s ability to meet emission 
reduction goals in the Palo Alto Climate Protection Plan and which would have a 
cumulatively considerable contribution to global climate change;  
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The tenth bullet on page 5-2 is revised as follows: 

 Removal of up to 71 74 Protected Trees, as defined in City of Palo Alto’s Tree Protection 
and Management Regulations, which is a significant and unavoidable impact on both a 
project level and a cumulative level. 

The text on pages 5-15 through 5-17, starting at the first paragraph under the subheader “Tree 
Preservation Alternative,” has been revised as follows.  Please note that Figure 5-1 in the Draft EIR 
has been replaced with new figures (Figures 5-1a through 5-1d).  These figures depict the biological 
and aesthetic tree resources that would be removed, retained, and relocated.  However, unlike Figure 
5-1 in the Draft EIR, Figures 5-1a through 5-1d compares tree removal, retention, and relocation under 
the Tree Preservation Alternative with the SUMC Project.  Please refer to Staff-Initiated Change 6 in 
Section 3 of this document for Figures 5-1a to 5-1d. 

The Tree Preservation Alternative was designed to reduce the SUMC Project’s impact on Protected 
Trees.  The Tree Preservation Alternative would seek to preserve the majority of the aesthetically 
and biologically significant Protected Trees and aesthetic tree resources at Kaplan Lawn, the FIM 1 
Grove, and along Welch Road.  Under this alternative, Kaplan Lawn would not be developed, and 
no Protected Trees would be removed at that location.  In addition, the FIM 1 building would be 
redesigned to save as many Protected Trees as possible in this area a higher priority Protected 
Tree.  The same number of trees will be retained in place.  Lastly, one Protected oak trees along 
Welch Road would be retained in place.  The site plan for this alternative would avoid 13 10 
biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources that would be affected by 
the SUMC Project.  Further, this alternative would seek to relocate three more Protected Trees that 
are aesthetic tree resources that would otherwise be affected under the SUMC Project (before 
mitigation).  Under the Tree Preservation Alternative, no trees that are aesthetic tree resources 
would be removed.  Figure 5-1 shows the Protected Trees that would be preserved through the 
Tree Preservation Alternative, and the potential zones for planting of relocated trees.  This 
alternative is described in more detail below. 

Under the Tree Preservation Alternative (as well as the SUMC Project), a new zoning district 
would be created for land uses specifically for hospitals, associated medical research, medical 
office, and support uses.  As described in Section 2, Project Description, regulations in this district 
would include applicability, preservation, and exemptions for removal and replacement of 
Protected Trees.  The Hospital District would create a procedure to permit the removal or 
relocation of approximately 48 62 Protected Trees at the SUMC Sites (59 removed plus 3 
relocated) while preserving approximately 23 18 Protected Trees that are considered both 
biologically and aesthetically significant tree resources, as defined in Section 3.9, Biological 
Resources.  The approximately 23 18 Protected Trees that would be required to be retained are 
located in the following areas: the Kaplan Lawn, the FIM 1 Grove, and adjacent to Welch Road, as 
described in more detail in Section 3.9, Biological Resources. 

 Kaplan Lawn. Kaplan Lawn is the undeveloped area located between the two barrels of 
Pasteur Drive to the west and east, Blake-Wilbur Drive to the north, and the SUMC 
Promenade and fountain to the south.  Within Kaplan Lawn are two existing groves that 
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consist of nine oak trees.  Some of these Protected Trees are over a century old, with many 
pre-dating the original hospital and are a remnant of the native oak grassland and 
agricultural use of the area.  The north grove on the Kaplan Lawn functions as a prominent 
left-side component of the Pasture Drive gateway. 

 FIM 1 Grove.  The FIM 1 Grove is located on the parcel of land that would house the 
proposed SoM FIM 1 building under the SUMC Project.  Within the FIM 1 Grove are a 
total of 12 seven Protected Trees that would be removed under the SUMC Project.  These 
oak trees function as the right side component of the Pasteur Drive gateway, the canopy of 
which arches over the road towards the trees in the Kaplan Lawn area. 

 Adjacent to Welch Road.  A century-old solitary oak is growing at the edge of the Main 
SUMC Site, between Welch Road to the north and the Blake-Wilbur Clinic building to the 
south.  This existing Protected Tree is unique in character and prominently visible from 
Welch Road and the proposed Durand Way.  The oak is located next to one of the original 
Governor’s Lane eucalyptus trees and has a significant canopy spread.  In addition, a 
mature and healthy Protected oak tree is located to the east of the proposed LPCH hospital 
building, along Welch Road. 

The SUMC Project would remove up to 71 74 Protected Trees as defined in City of Palo Alto’s 
Tree Protection and Management Regulations.  While Mitigation Measures BR-4.1 through BR-4.6 
would strive to avoid, relocate, or replace affected Protected Trees, the measures would not fully 
reduce the impacts to all Protected Trees, resulting in a significant and unavoidable impact (see 
Section 3.9, Biological Resources).  As discussed in Section 3.9, Biological Resources, the SUMC 
Project would result in the removal of several of the Protected Trees defined as biologically and 
aesthetically significant tree resources.  However, the Tree Preservation Alternative would seek to 
preserve the biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources at Kaplan 
Lawn, the FIM 1 Grove, and along Welch Road.  Under the SUMC Project, a 64-foot-tall SHC 
Hospital module (“Hospital Module Six”) is proposed to be constructed on the Kaplan Lawn, 
which would result in the removal of nine Protected Trees.  The main difference under the Tree 
Preservation Alternative is that the square footage and programmatic functions planned for Hospital 
Module Six would be incorporated into the remaining five SHC Hospital modules.  This new modular 
plan of the SHC Hospital building would be “tightened” somewhat through the use of a smaller 
structural grid and a reconfigured ambulance route.  As such, Kaplan Lawn would not be developed, 
and no Protected Trees would be removed at that location.  In addition, the FIM 1 building would be 
redesigned to save as many Protected Trees as possible in this area., as required in Mitigation Measure 
BR-4.6. 

Figure 5-1 depicts the footprints of the Tree Preservation Alternative, including the alternative 
designs for the new SHC Hospital building and the FIM 1 building.  Table Figure 5-1 shows the 
Protected Trees that would be preserved through the Tree Preservation Alternative, and the 
potential zones for planting of relocated trees.  As shown in Table 5-5, the Tree Preservation 
Alternative would have the same development program as the proposed SUMC Project.    
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The third bullet on page 5-21 has been revised as follows: 

SoM Site 

The Tree Preservation Alternative would also include a redesign of the FIM 1 building to save as 
many Protected Trees as possible in this area.  The proposed building size and height would be the 
same as the SUMC Project; however, the footprint of the building would be altered to save 
Protected Trees that are aesthetic tree resources at the northeast corner of the building (as required 
in Mitigation Measure BR-4.6).  Due to the requirements of the building program, and the location 
of the Protected Trees on the site, not all of the Protected Trees at the FIM 1 Site would be 
preserved with this alternative.  Out of the 12 seven Protected Trees at the FIM 1 Site that would 
be removed under the SUMC Project, approximately Similar to the SUMC Project, three five 
biological and aesthetic tree resources would be retained; however, two would be relocated under 
the Tree Preservation Alternative.  No aesthetic tree resources at the FIM 1 site would be 
removed, without being relocated. 

The first full paragraph on page 5-22 has been revised as follows: 

As proposed under the SUMC Project, the Tree Preservation Alternative would require the 
demolition of the 1959 Hospital Building complex.  In its place, the Tree Preservation Alternative 
would construct the replacement SHC clinic/medical office building and SoM FIM Buildings 2 and 
3 in the same locations as under the SUMC Project (for the changes to FIM Building 1, see above).  
In addition, under the Tree Preservation Alternative, the site plans at the LPCH and the Hoover 
Pavilion would be the same as under the SUMC Project.  Therefore, the 21 27 Protected Trees at 
the LPCH Site and the six 11 Protected Trees at the Hoover Pavilion Site would still be removed 
and potentially relocated under this Alternative.  As shown in Table 5-5, the Tree Preservation 
Alternative would have the same development program as the proposed SUMC Project.  The Tree 
Preservation Alternative would necessitate the same Comprehensive Plan amendments, zoning 
changes, and annexation as the proposed SUMC Project. 

The following edit has been made to the last sentence of the last bullet on page 5-25: 

The parking lots proposed under the SUMC Project that would be constructed under the Historic 
Preservation Alternative would include the SHC parking structure as proposed under the Tree 
Preservation Alternative (with three levels underground and four levels aboveground) at the corner 
of Welch Road and Pasteur Drive, the underground LPCH parking structure at the corner of Welch 
Road and Quarry Road, and the Hoover Pavilion parking structure.  However, the underground 
parking lot proposed at the site of the new SHC clinics would have to be constructed elsewhere 
since it would be located under the 1959 Hospital Building complex.  This parking would instead 
be accommodated elsewhere at the Main SUMC Site, including potentially expanding the existing 
Pasteur Drive garage and/or increasing the size of the proposed SHC parking structure at the 
Welch Road/Pasteur Drive intersection. 
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The following text has been revised in the fourth paragraph on page 5-30: 

The Quarry Road/Arboretum Drive site is zoned as A1-20S, Academic Reserve and Open Space 
A1 with Combining District, per the approved Stanford Community Plan/General Use Permit Santa 
Clara County Zoning Atlas.10  Zone A1-20S is defined as lands outside of the core campus area 
that currently have an open space character or use, or low intensity academic use a slope density 
combining district with the same allowed uses as the A1 Zoning District, General Use.  These 
lands are identified as important for their scenic beauty, visual relief, grazing, and wildlife values, 
as well as their academic potential.  Permitted uses in the A1 Zoning District include, but are not 
limited to, agricultural uses, single-family residences, parks and playgrounds, home occupations, 
and accessory buildings to permitted uses.  University uses are conditionally permitted uses.  The 
20S refers to the 20S Slope-Density Combining District, which regulates density of development 
through provisions that determine the maximum number of lots and dwelling units permitted 
through subdivision based on the average slope of the lot.1011  This site is within unincorporated 
Santa Clara County, and any changes to the previously approved housing therein would require 
County approval.  

In addition to the zoning, the Stanford Community Plan/General Use Permit has assigned the 
Quarry Road/Arboretum Drive Site with the land use designation of “Academic Campus.”  
According to Policy LU-1 of the Stanford Community Plan, “the Academic Campus designation 
applies to lands in current or intended academic use.”  These academic uses support the academic 
activity of the University, including, but not limited to, student housing and administrative 
offices.12 In addition, the Stanford General Use Permit places the sites in the Quarry Development 
District.13 

    
10 County of Santa Clara, Santa Clara County Zoning Atlas, Map 16, August 2007. 
1011  County of Santa Clara, Stanford University Draft Community Plan and General Use Permit Application, 

Final Environmental Impact Report, Certified by the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors, 
December 2000. 

12  Santa Clara County Planning Office, Stanford University Community Plan, adopted by the Santa Clara 
County Board of Supervisors December 12, 2000. 

13 County of Santa Clara, Stanford University 2000 General Use Permit, approved December 12, 2000.   

The following text has been revised in the first sentence on page 5-32 of the Draft EIR: 

The Quarry Road/El Camino Real site is also zoned as A1-20S, Academic Reserve and Open Space 
A1 with Combining District, per the approved Stanford Community Plan/General Use Permit Santa 
Clara County Zoning Atlas14 and has a land use designation of Academic Campus per the 
Community Plan.1115  

    
14 County of Santa Clara, Santa Clara County Zoning Atlas, Map 16, August 2007. 
1115  County of Santa Clara, Stanford University Draft Community Plan and General Use Permit Application, 

Final Environmental Impact Report, Certified by the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors, 
December 2000. County of Santa Clara, Stanford University Community Plan, approved December 12, 
2000. 
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The second paragraph under the bullet titled “Pasteur Drive/Sand Hill Road Site” on page 5-32 of the 
Draft EIR has been revised as follows: 

This site consists of 2.5 acres and is located on the southeast corner of Pasteur Drive and Sand Hill 
Road.  The site is just north of the Main SUMC Site, and Sand Hill Fields is located across Pasteur 
Drive, to the east of the site.  Currently, this site is open space and no buildings are located on the 
property.  This site is within City of Palo Alto jurisdiction and is zoned PF, Public Facilities. A 
zone change to RM-40,12 which allows multiple-family residential units at a maximum residential 
density of 40 dwelling units/acre.13 would be required for this site. 

The following sentence is added as the last sentence to the first bullet on page 5-33 of the Draft EIR: 

These two sites were approved in December 200016 to provide a total of 420 units (350 units plus a 
20 percent overage of 70 units17) for postgraduates and/or hospital residents.  More specifically, 
these sites are designated for postdoctoral fellows and medical residents. 

The following sentence is added as the last sentence of the third paragraph on page 5-35 of the Draft 
EIR: 

Figures 5-4 and 5-5 show the sequence of public spaces and connections.  All modifications within 
the El Camino Real right-of-way would require Caltrans approval. 

The following text is added to the last sentence to the last bullet on page 5-35 of the Draft EIR: 

- Evaluate of the adequacy of bicycle and pedestrian signal crossing times, and if deficient 
(greater than 4 feet per second crossing speed), increase time (decrease walking speed to 3.5 to 
4 feet per second) and evaluate impact on peak hour intersection LOS and vehicle delay;.  
Changes in crossing times within the El Camino Real right-of-way would require Caltrans 
approval; 

The following revisions have been made to the first paragraph on page 5-49 of the Draft EIR: 

Project Sponsors Objectives.  The Village Concept Alternative would meet all most of the 
objectives of the SUMC Project sponsors because this alternative would include the SUMC Project 
as proposed.  Development of the Village Concept Alternative would construct new hospital and 
medical office buildings, allowing each hospital to meet SB 1953’s criteria and to maintain its 
position as a leading provider of health care.  Under this alternative, SHC and LPCH would 
provide sufficient beds and other facilities to meet projected future growth in demand.  All regional 
needs for emergency and disaster preparedness would be met through maintenance of SHC and 
LPCH.  In addition, the existing SoM buildings would be replaced by the new FIM buildings; 
therefore, this alternative would achieve the objective of replacing outmoded research facilities 
with state-of-the-art research facilities to support contemporary translational research.  The Village 
Concept Alternative also would provide sufficient faculty offices, research laboratories, and 
administrative support space to meet the SoM’s projected needs would maintain the opportunity to 
provide responsible and sustainable design for the SoM’s operating systems, water systems, and 
use of physical materials.  In addition, tThe alternative could allow sufficient design and 
entitlement flexibility to be able to adapt to changes in medical research needs and changes in 
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technology.  As such, the Village Concept Alternative would attain all of the SUMC Project 
sponsors objectives.  In addition to meeting the objectives at the SHC, LPCH, and SoM, the 
Village Concept Alternative would also include pedestrian linkages, which would enhance the 
bicycle and pedestrian connections between the SUMC Sites, the Stanford Shopping Center, 
PAITS, and nearby open space areas.  These linkages would further the SUMC Project sponsors’ 
objectives of providing efficient access to the SUMC Sites for healthcare providers and staff.   

However, the Village Concept Alternative would not meet the SUMC Project sponsors’ cost 
objective.  Due to the housing unit component of this alternative, the cost of construction would be 
higher than proposed under the SUMC Project.  The Village Concept Alternative would meet the 
majority of the SUMC Project sponsors’ objectives, but would not minimize the initial cost to the 
greatest extent feasible. 

Selected rows from Table 5-8 starting on page 5-51 have been revised as follows: 

Table 5-8 
Assessment of SUMC Project Alternatives (Compared to the SUMC Project) 

Impact 
SUMC 
Project 

No Project 
Alternative 

A 

No Project 
Alternative 

B 

Reduced 
Intensity 

Alternative 
A 

Reduced 
Intensity 

Alternative 
B 

Tree 
Preservation 
Alternative 

Historic 
Preservation 
Alternative 

Village 
Concept 

Alternative 

Transportation 

Intersection 
LOS 

S/SU 
S/LTS 

NI NI NI S/SU 
S/LTS 

S/SU 
S/LTS 

S/SU 
S/LTS 

S/SU 
S/LTS 

Air Quality 

Cumulative 
Impacts 

S/SU S/SU 
LTS 

S/SU S/SU S/SU S/SU S/SU S/SU 

Climate Change 

Consistency 
with 
Individual 
Policies of 
the Climate 
Protection 
Plan 

S/SU 
LTS 

LTS LTS LTS S/LTS S/SULTS S/SU S/SULTS 

Result in 
Significant 
Emissions of 
Greenhouse 
Gases 

S/SU 
LTS 

LTS LTS LTS S/LTS S/SULTS S/SU S/SULTS 

Population and Housing 

Cumulative 
Impacts 

S/SU 
LTS 

NI NI NI LTS LTS LTS LTS 
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Draft EIR text on page 5-58, third paragraph, for No Project Alternative A, has been revised as 
follows: 

Cumulative Impacts.  The SUMC Project’s emissions of NOx during construction and of TACs 
during construction and operation were determined to have a cumulatively considerable 
contributions to significant cumulative impacts. Under No Project Alternative A, emissions of NOx 
during construction would likely not exceed the Bay Area Air Quality Management District’s 
(BAAQMD’s) 80 lbs/day threshold However, the TACs emitted during construction, though likely 
posing a lesser heath risk than those of the SUMC Project, would still make a cumulatively 
considerable contribution to the high TAC background levels of the area in which the SUMC Sites 
are located. Consequently, this alternative’s cumulative TAC impacts would be cumulatively 
significant. Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2 would help reduce TAC emissions from this alternative, 
but not to a less than considerable level. Consequently Therefore, this alternative’s construction 
NOx emissions cumulative TAC impacts would be less than cumulatively significant. The TACs 
and fine particulate matter emitted during construction and operation, in combination with TACs 
and fine particulate matter emitted within the zone of influence for the SUMC Sites, would likely 
not exceed the cumulative significance thresholds of the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines. 
(S/SULTS) 

The last paragraph on page 5-62, and the first five bullets on page 5-63, for No Project Alternative A, 
has been revised as follows: 

Impacts on Protected Trees. There are 71 74 Protected Trees that would be removed under the 
SUMC Project.  No Project Alternative A would involve renovations and retrofits and would not 
expand existing facilities.  While current biological conditions would generally remain the same, 
ground disturbance to reroute or extend utility lines to compliant and non-compliant structure 
would occur, thus potentially impacting Protected Trees.  The removal of Protected Trees would 
result in a significant impact, although to a significantly lesser extent that the SUMC Project since 
this alternative would not construct new buildings at Kaplan Lawn and the FIM 1 grove.  The 
following mitigation measures, as identified for the SUMC Project, would reduce this alternative’s 
impact on Protected Trees.  However, these mitigation measures would not be able to avoid and 
preserve all Protected Trees; therefore, No Project Alternative A would result in a significant and 
unavoidable impact, as with the SUMC Project.  (S/SU) 

 BR-4.1:  Prepare a Tree Preservation Report for all Trees to be Retained   

 BR-4.2:  Prepare a Solar Access Study (SAS) of Short and Long Term Effects on 
Protected Oaks 

 BR-4.3:  Prepare a Tree Relocation Feasibility Plan for Any Protected Tree Proposed 
for Relocation and Retention 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

 BR-4.5:  Provide Optimum Tree Replacement for Loss of Publicly-Owned Trees 
Regulated Tree Category.   
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The twelfth bullet under the first full paragraph on page 5-71 of the Draft EIR, for No Project 
Alternative B, has been revised as follows.  In addition, a bullet has been added after the twelfth bullet, 
as follows: 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

Draft EIR text on page 5-76, first paragraph, for No Project Alternative B, has been revised as 
follows: 

Cumulative Impacts. The SUMC Project’s emissions of NOx during construction and of TACs 
during construction and operation were identified as making cumulatively considerable 
contributions to significant cumulative impacts. Under No Project Alternative B, emissions of NOx 
during construction would also potentially exceed the BAAQMD’s 80 lbs/day threshold, and could 
contribute to significant cumulative impacts. The TACs and fine particulate matter emitted during 
construction and operation, though likely posing a lesser heath risk than those of the SUMC 
Project, would also make a cumulatively considerable contribution to the high TAC background 
levels of the area in which the SUMC Sites are located.  in combination with TACs and fine 
particulate matter emitted within the zone of influence for the SUMC Sites, would likely not exceed 
the cumulative significance thresholds of the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines.  Consequently, 
this alternative’s cumulative TAC and fine particulate matter impacts would be less than 
cumulatively significant. The same construction-period mitigation measure mentioned above would 
help reduce TAC emission from this alternative, but not to a less than considerable level. 
Consequently Therefore, only this alternative’s construction NOx emissions and cumulative TAC 
impacts would be cumulatively significant. (S/SU) 

The fourth bullet under the second full paragraph on page 5-80, for No Project Alternative B, has been 
revised as follows.  In addition, a bullet has been added after the fourth bullet, as follows: 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

The ninth bullet on page 5-91 of the Draft EIR, for Reduced Intensity Alternative A, has been revised 
as follows.  In addition, a bullet has been added after the ninth bullet, as follows: 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

Draft EIR text on page 5-95, second full paragraph, for Reduced Intensity Alternative A, has been 
revised as follows: 

Cumulative Impacts. The SUMC Project’s emissions of NOx during construction and of TACs 
during construction and operation were identified as making cumulatively considerable 
contributions to significant cumulative impacts. Under Reduced Intensity Alternative A, emissions 
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of NOx during construction would also potentially exceed the BAAQMD’s 80 lbs/day threshold, 
and could contribute to significant cumulative impacts. The TACs and fine particulate matter 
emitted during construction and operation, though likely posing a lesser heath risk than those of the 
SUMC Project, would also make a cumulatively considerable contribution to the high TAC 
background levels of the area in which the SUMC Sites are located.  in combination with TACs 
and fine particulate matter emitted within the zone of influence for the SUMC Sites, would likely 
not exceed the cumulative significance thresholds of the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines.  
Consequently, this alternative’s cumulative TAC and fine particulate matter impacts would be less 
than cumulatively significant. The same construction-period Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2, 
mentioned above, would help reduce TAC emission from this alternative, but not to a less than 
considerable level. Consequently Therefore, only this alternative’s construction NOx emissions and 
cumulative TAC impacts would be cumulatively significant. (S/SU) 

The fourth bullet under the last paragraph on page 5-99, for Reduced Intensity Alternative A, has been 
revised as follows.  In addition, a bullet has been added after the fourth bullet, as follows: 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

The tenth bullet on page 5-110 of the Draft EIR, for Reduced Intensity Alternative B, has been revised 
as follows.  In addition, a bullet has been added after the tenth bullet, as follows: 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

Draft EIR text on page 5-113, second full paragraph is revised as follows: 

Intersection LOS.  Trip generation for the AM and PM Peak Hours for this alternative are 
approximately equivalent to 60 percent of the 2025 Buildout scenario of the SUMC Project.  This 
alternative would result in a net increase of 486 vehicle trips in the AM Peak Hour and 469 vehicle 
trips in the PM Peak Hour.  These trips result in significant impacts at four three intersections 
during AM Peak Hour and 10 nine intersections during the PM Peak Hour.  Comparatively, the 
SUMC Project would significantly impact five four intersections in the AM Peak Hour and 12 11 
intersections in the PM Peak Hour.  The intersection impacted by the SUMC Project but not by 
Reduced Intensity Alternative B in the AM Peak Hour is Galvez Street / Arboretum Road 
(intersection #37).  The intersections impacted by the SUMC Project but not by Reduced Intensity 
Alternative B in the PM Peak Hour are El Camino Real / Page Mill Road – Oregon Expressway 
(intersection #16) and Junipero Serra Boulevard/Campus Drive West (intersection #26). 
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Draft EIR text on page 5-114, third and fifth bullet after the first paragraph, are revised as follows: 

 TR-2.3: Enhance Stanford University Travel Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM) Program. 

 TR-2.5: Coordinate with Other Jurisdictions for Potentially Feasible Roadway 
Improvements   

Draft EIR text on page 5-114, second paragraph, is revised as follows: 

After implementation of the most effective combination of these measures, including Ttraffic-
Aadaptive Ssignal technology, additional bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings, and an enhanced 
Stanford University TDM program, and feasible intersection improvements, there would no longer 
be any adversely impacted intersections in the AM and PM Peak Hours.  However, there would 
still be two adversely impacted intersections in the PM Peak Hour.  Therefore, even with the 
implementation of these measures, there would still be a significant and unavoidable impact on 
intersection LOS, although to a lesser extent than with SUMC Project.  (S/SU) (LTS) 

The second bullet under the fourth paragraph on page 5-114 of the Draft EIR has been revised as 
follows: 

 TR-2.3:  Enhance Stanford University Travel Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM) Program. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-115, second paragraph, is deleted as follow: 

The safety hazard on Welch Road can be mitigated by requiring the SUMC Project sponsors to 
fund an independent traffic study to determine whether the private street connection between Roth 
Way and Pasteur Drive should be operated as a public street.  The purpose of this study will be to 
analyze circulation patterns around and through the medical complex to determine if the private 
street connection between Roth Way and Pasteur Drive should be operated as a public street for all 
vehicular, bicycle, pedestrian and transit traffic. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-115, seventh paragraph, under Reduced Intensity Alternative B, is revised as 
follows: 

Transit Impacts.  Just as with the SUMC Project, Reduced Intensity Alternative B would increase 
on-site employment and visitoriship, and this increase would in turn result in increased ridership on 
the routes serving the SUMC Sites.  The resulting increase in ridership could exceed the capacity 
of the various transit services to and from the SUMC Sites.  As such, the Reduced Intensity 
Alternative B could result in a significant impact on transit. would not adversely impact either AM 
or PM Peak Hour bus service in Palo Alto or Caltrain service, with or without to GO Pass 
mitigation measure.  Nonetheless, mitigation to provide enhanced bus stops and shuttle service is 
identified here. 
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Draft EIR text on page 5-116, second paragraph, under Reduced Intensity Alternative B, is revised as 
follows: 

However, the success of the TDM program would also mean increased transit ridership.  This 
increased ridership could push load factors above 1.0, indicating overcrowding on the buses.  
Impacts to transit service are considered a significant impact according to City of Palo Alto 
criteria. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-116 Section 5, third paragraph, under Reduced Intensity Alternative B, is 
revised as follow: 

Therefore, with implementation of the following mitigation measures involving the addition of two 
transit centers enhanced bus stops at LPCH and SHC and Hoover Pavilion, and the expansion of 
transit service, this alternative would have a less-than-significant transit impact, like the SUMC 
Project. (S/LTS) 

 TR-7.1: Incorporate Transit Centers Enhanced Bus Stops into Site Plans 

 TR-7.2: Provide Expanded Public Transit Service 

Draft EIR text on page 5-118, last paragraph, for Reduced Intensity Alternative B, has been revised as 
follows: 

Cumulative Impacts. The SUMC Project’s emissions of NOx during construction and of TACs 
during construction and operation were identified as making cumulatively considerable 
contributions to significant cumulative impacts. Under Reduced Intensity Alternative B, emissions 
of NOx during construction would also potentially exceed the BAAQMD’s 80 lbs/day threshold, 
and could contribute to significant cumulative impacts.  The TACs and fine particulate matter 
emitted during construction and operation, though likely posing a lesser heath risk than those of the 
SUMC Project, would also make a cumulatively considerable contribution to the high TAC 
background levels of the area in which the SUMC Sites are located.  in combination with TACs 
and fine particulate matter emitted within the zone of influence for the SUMC Sites, would likely 
not exceed the cumulative significance thresholds of the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines.  
Consequently, this alternative’s cumulative TAC and fine particulate matter impacts would be less 
than cumulatively significant. The same construction-period Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2, 
mentioned above, would help reduce TAC emission from this alternative, but not to a less than 
considerable level Consequently Therefore, only this alternative’s construction NOx emissions and 
cumulative TAC impacts would be cumulatively significant. (S/SU) 

Draft EIR text on page 5-119, first full paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

Consistency with the Climate Protection Plan.  Reduced Intensity Alternative B is assumed to 
include the Emissions Reduction Program proposed under the SUMC Project.  However, the 
Emissions Reduction Program would not ensure that Reduced Intensity Alternative B would further 
some of the individual policies of the Climate Protection Plan. 
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Draft EIR text on page 5-119, last paragraph, fourth sentence, has been revised as follows:  

This alternative is anticipated to result in approximately 75 83 percent of the emissions anticipated 
with the proposed SUMC Project or approximately 56,296 38,250 metric tons CO2e per year, 
which is a 25 29 percent increase from existing emissions. This alternative, including the 
Emissions Reduction Program, would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by approximately 9 34 
percent compared with BAU emissions for this alternative (calculations are provided in Appendix 
V of the Responses to Comments document). Therefore, Reduced Alternative B must employ 
additional mitigation measures to further reduce emission impacts.  This analysis uses the 30 
percent BAU emissions target reduction for 2020 as the criterion for assessing a quantitative 
compliance with the goals of the Climate Protection Plan.  However, without mitigation measures 
similar to those proposed for the SUMC Project the Emissions Reduction Program would not 
ensure that Reduced Intensity Alternative B would further some of the individual policies of the 
Climate Protection Plan. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-120, third bullet, has been revised as follows: 

 CC-1.2: Participation in a Renewable Palo Alto Green Energy Program. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-120, second paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

Incorporation of design features and mitigation measures would reduce emissions from Reduced 
Intensity Alternative B to 38,107 21,403 metric tons CO2e per year, a reduction of 32.18 16.93 
percent from the SUMC Project and 32.31 44.04 percent from BAU emissions for this alternative 
(see Appendix V of the Responses to Comments document for calculations).  This reduction 
exceeds the 30 percent reduction from BAU emissions and furthers the goals of the City’s Climate 
Protection Plan. However, without mitigation measures similar to those proposed for the SUMC 
Project, the Emissions Reduction Program would not ensure that Reduced Intensity Alternative B 
would further some of the individual policies of the Climate Protection Plan.  Therefore, with 
incorporation of Mitigation Measures CC-1.1 through CC-1.4, and TR-2.3, and possibly PH-3.1, 
Reduced Intensity Alternative B’s contribution to global climate change would be less than 
cumulatively considerable. (S/LTS) 

The second bullet on page 5-124, for Reduced Intensity Alternative B, has been revised as follows.  In 
addition, a bullet has been added after the second bullet, as follows: 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

Draft EIR text on page 5-128, second bullet, is revised as follows: 

 HM-3.3: Conduct a Soil Vapor Excavation Program at the Hoover Pavilion Site 

The last paragraph on page 5-130 is revised as follows: 

Jobs to Employed Residents Ratio.  As discussed in Section 3.13, Population and Housing, the 
jobs to employed residents ratio impact is not, by itself, considered an environmental impact; 
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however, it is analyzed because this impact would result in secondary environmental impacts on air 
quality and climate change.  Specifically, as with the SUMC Project, Reduced Intensity Alternative 
B’s impact on the jobs to employed residents ratio would result in increased commute traffic, 
which is a significant contributor to this alternative’s significant and unavoidable impacts on air 
quality and climate change.  As such, the analysis below identifies additional mitigation measures 
relating to the jobs to employed residents ratio, with additional measures that the City can consider 
as a means for further mitigating those significant environmental impacts identified for air quality 
and climate change. 

The second sentence of the second paragraph on page 5-131 is revised as follows: 

Instead, this mitigation measure shall be considered as possible additional mitigation for impacts 
identified under air quality and climate change.    

The tenth bullet on page 5-136 of the Draft EIR, for the Tree Preservation Alternative, has been 
revised as follows.  In addition, a bullet has been added after the tenth bullet, as follows: 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

Draft EIR text on page 5-141, first paragraph under Intersection LOS, is revised as follows: 

Intersection LOS.  Trip generation for the AM Peak Hour and the PM Peak Hour for the Tree 
Preservation Alternative would be the same as the SUMC Project.  There would be a net increase 
of 766 vehicle trips in the AM Peak Hour and 746 vehicle trips in the PM Peak Hour.  These trips 
result in significant impacts at five four intersections during the AM Peak Hour and 12 11 
intersections during the PM Peak Hour. 

Draft EIR text on pages 5-141 through 5-142, starting on the last paragraph under Intersection LOS, is 
revised as follows: 

A more viable approach to mitigation involves the implementation of several more feasible 
measures, each of which would contribute to a partial reduction in this alternative’s impacts.  
These measures include the installation of traffic-adaptive signal technology in selected corridors, 
the construction of two additional bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings in Palo Alto and Menlo 
Park, the provision of an enhanced TDM program, and implementation of intersection 
improvements that are considered to be feasible.  These measures may be combined as described in 
Section 3.4, Transportation.  However, as As indicated in Section 3.4, Transportation, even with 
the most effective combination of mitigation measures, the SUMC Project as well as this 
alternative would have significant and unavoidable a less-than-significant impact on three study 
intersections.  Therefore, the Tree Preservation Alternative would have significant and unavoidable 
impacts on intersection LOS, like the SUMC Project.  (S/SU) (LTS) 

 TR-2.1: Install Traffic-Adaptive Signal Technology 

 TR-2.2: Fund Additional Bicycle and Pedestrian Undercrossings 



6-146 Stanford University Medical Center Facilities Renewal and Replacement Final EIR — 
 Revisions to the Draft EIR 

 TR-2.3: Enhance Stanford University Travel Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM) Program 

 TR-2.4: Fund or Implement those Intersection Improvements that Have Been 
Determined to be Feasible 

 TR-2.5: Coordinate with Other Jurisdictions for Potentially Feasible Roadway 
Improvements 

The second bullet under the second full paragraph on page 5-142 of the Draft EIR has been revised as 
follows:  

 TR-2.3: Enhance Stanford University Travel Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM) Program. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-142, first sentence of paragraph five, is deleted as follow: 

The safety hazard on Welch Road can be mitigated by requiring the SUMC Project sponsors to 
fund an independent traffic study to determine whether the private street connection between Roth 
Way and Pasteur Drive should be operated as a public street.   

Draft EIR text on page 5-142, the first bullet of paragraph five, is deleted as follow: 

 TR-4.1: Fund Traffic Impact Study 

Draft EIR text on page 5-143, under the Tree Preservation Alternative, has been revised as follow: 

With implementation of the following mitigation measures involving the modification of project 
design to include the addition of two transit centers enhanced bus stops, and the expansion of 
public transit service, this alternative would have a less-than-significant transit impact, like the 
SUMC Project. (S/LTS) 

 TR-7.1: Incorporate Transit Centers Enhanced Bus Stops into Site Plans 

 TR-7.2: Provide Expanded Public Transit Service 

Draft EIR text on page 5-143, third and fifth paragraphs under the Tree Preservation Alternative, is 
revised as follows: 

Transit Impacts.  Just as with the SUMC Project, the Tree Preservation Alternative would 
increase on-site employment, and this increase would in turn result in increased ridership on the 
routes serving the SUMC Sites.  The resulting increase in ridership could exceed the capacity of 
the various transit services to and from the SUMC Sites.  As such, the Tree Preservation 
Alternative could result in a significant impact on transit.  would not adversely impact either AM 
or PM Peak Hour bus service in Palo Alto or Caltrain service, with or without to GO Pass 
mitigation measure.  Nonetheless, mitigation to provide enhanced bus stops and shuttle service is 
identified here. 

The success of the TDM program under Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 would also mean increased 
transit ridership.  This increased ridership could push load factors above 1.0, indicating 
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overcrowding on buses.  Impacts to transit service in the Study Area are considered a significant 
impact according to City of Palo Alto criteria. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-146, second full paragraph, for the Tree Preservation Alternative, has been 
revised as follows.  Please note that Table 5-11A, as provided below, is new and not included in the 
Draft EIR. 

Cumulative Impacts. The SUMC Project’s emissions of NOx during construction and of TACs 
during construction and operation were identified as making cumulatively considerable 
contributions to significant cumulative impacts. Under the Tree Preservation Alternative, emissions 
of NOx during construction would not potentially exceed the BAAQMD’s 80 lbs/day threshold, but 
and could still contribute to significant cumulative impacts on future regional ozone levels. Similar 
to the SUMC Project, tThe TACs and fine particulate matter emitted during construction of the 
Tree Preservation Alternative would also make a cumulatively considerable contribution to the high 
TAC background levels of the area in which the SUMC Sites are located.  and operation, in 
combination with TACs and fine particulate matter emitted within the zone of influence for the 
SUMC Sites, would not exceed the cumulative significance thresholds of the 2010 BAAQMD 
CEQA Guidelines, as demonstrated by the cumulative risk assessment shown in Table 5-11A. 
Consequently, this alternative’s cumulative TAC and fine particulate matter impacts would be less 
than cumulatively significant. Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2 would help reduce TAC emission from 
this alternative, but not to a less than considerable level. Consequently Therefore, only this 
alternative’s construction NOx emissions and cumulative TAC impacts would be cumulatively 
significant. (S/SU) 

 AQ-1.2: Implement Diesel Emission Reduction Measures 
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Table 5-11A  
Cumulative Impacts from the Tree Preservation Alternative and Other Sources within the Project Site Zone 

of Influence  

Modeled Source 

Cancer Risk 
(per million) Chronic Hazard Index 

PM2.5 Concentration 
(ug/m3) 

SHC 
Patient 

LPCH 
Patient 

Offsite 
Resident 

SHC 
Patient 

LPCH 
Patient 

Offsite 
Resident 

SHC 
Patient 

LPCH 
Patient 

Offsite 
Resident 

Project Diesel Generators 0.06 0.07 
1.0a 

0.0006 0.0002 
0.0004a 

0.003 0.0009 
0.002 

Project Loading Docks 0.007 0.02 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Existing Point Sourcesb 0.2 0.4 2.8 0.002 0.002 0.0 0.008 0.006 0.005 

Existing Loading Docks 0.1 0.2 7.0 0.0008 0.0006 0.003 0.004 0.003 0.01 

Traffic 0.3 0.6 17.5 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.1 0.1 0.18 

Gas Dispensing Facility 0.1 0.3 2.0 0.002 0.002 0.002 0 0 0 

Total Cumulative Sources 0.8 1.6 30.0 0.01 0.006 0.01 0.1 0.07 0.2 

BAAQMD Cumulative 
CEQA Threshold 

100 

 

10 

 
0.8 

Cumulative Impact? No No No No No No No No No 

Source: Environ, January 2011. 

Note: 

a. Only total risk, HI and PM2.5 exposures from combined generator and loading dock sources were determined, not the individual contributions 
from each source type. 

b. Modeled sources include onsite and offsite diesel generators and the cogeneration power plant. 

 

Draft EIR text on page 5-147, second paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

For the new and expanded hHospital facilities, the Tree Preservation Alternative would include an 
Emissions Reduction Program for minimizing greenhouse gas emissions associated with new 
building construction and operation, similar to the SUMC Project.  The programs implemented at 
the facilities would minimize greenhouse gas at those facilities similarly to the proposed SUMC 
Project’s reduction of approximately 6 36.09 percent, compared to BAU emissions, without 
mitigation.  AB 32, the CARB’s Scoping Plan, incorporates a 30 percent reduction target from 
2020 BAU emissions limits.  The City’s Climate Protection Plan’s incorporates this BAU approach 
to quantify emissions from significant, new project which were not included in the City’s existing 
inventory.  As such, this analysis applies the 2020 reduction goal (equivalent to 30 percent below 
BAU) as a target threshold for compliance with the City Climate Protection Plan. Like the SUMC 
Project, this alternative would not meet the standards of reducing emissions by 30 percent 
compared to BAU emissions.  Therefore, the Tree Preservation Alternative must employ additional 
mitigation measures to further reduce emissions impacts. This analysis uses the 30 percent BAU 
emissions target reduction for 2020 as the criterion for assessing a quantitative compliance with the 
goals of the Climate Protection Plan.  However, without mitigation measures similar to those 
proposed for the SUMC Project, the Emissions Reduction Program would not ensure that the Tree 
Preservation Alternative would further some of the individual policies of the Climate Protection 
Plan. 
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Draft EIR text on page 5-147, third bullet, has been revised as follows: 

 CC-1.2: Participation in a Renewable Palo Alto Green Energy Program. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-147, fourth paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

Notwithstanding all of these features that satisfy individual policies set forth in the Climate 
Change Plan, as with the SUMC Project, the Tree Preservation Alternative would still result in 
a significant overall increase in greenhouse gas emissions within the City, in contravention of 
the overall goals of the Climate Protection Plan.  As emissions from the Tree Preservation 
Alternative would be similar to the SUMC Project, it is anticipated that, as with the SUMC 
Project, the reductions afforded by the proposed mitigation would not reduce emissions to a 
level 30 percent below BAU.  Therefore, emissions from the proposed Tree Preservation 
Alternative are considered significant and unavoidable. (S/SU)  With Mitigation Measure TR 
2.3, greenhouse gas emissions would be reduced by 44.09 percent from the BAU estimates in 
the year 2025. Further, with the implementation of the mitigation measures the Tree 
Preservation Alternative would comply with the individual policies in the City of Palo Alto’s 
Climate Protection Plan. Therefore, emissions from the proposed Tree Preservation Alternative 
are considered less than cumulatively considerable. (S/LTS)   

Draft EIR text on page 5-147 through 5-148, starting at the fifth paragraph, has been revised as 
follows:  

Result in Significant Emissions of Greenhouse Gases. Even with the implementation of all 
feasible mitigation measures, it It is anticipated that emissions reductions afforded the Tree 
Preservation Alternative would not achieve either  both the City of Palo Alto’s Climate Protection 
Plan and the CARB’s reduction emission goal of 30 percent below BAU. Because these reduction 
levels cannot are be achieved, the Tree Preservation Alternative would not emit significant amounts 
of greenhouse gases and would have a less than cumulatively considerable contribution to global 
climate change. (S/SU LTS) 

Draft EIR text on page 5-149, second bullet, subsection (a), has been revised as follows: 

a. Require construction contractors to use noise-reducing pile driving techniques, including 
pre-drilling pile holes (if feasible, based on soils) to the maximum feasible depth, 
installing verify that manufacturer-provided intake and exhaust mufflers on pile driving 
equipment are present, vibrating piles into place when feasible, and installing shrouds 
around the pile driving hammer where feasible. 

The text on pages 5-152 through 5-153, starting at the last paragraph on page 5-152 under the 
subheader “Impacts on Protected Trees,” has been revised as follows: 

Impacts on Protected Trees.  The Tree Preservation Alternative would seek to retain as many 
Protected Trees as feasible.  The SUMC Project would result in the removal of up to 71 74 
Protected Trees, 23 13 of which are considered to be biologically and aesthetically significant tree 
resources, as discussed in more detail in Section 3.9, Biological Resources.  Additionally, the 
SUMC Project would retain five trees that have been identified as biological and aesthetic tree 
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resources, for a total of 18 of these Protected Trees.  The Tree Preservation Alternative would 
reduce the impact to Protected Trees, particularly the trees that are considered to be biologically 
and aesthetically significant tree resources as compared to the SUMC Project.  However, this 
alternative would still result in the removal of up to 48 59 Protected Trees that do not fall under 
biologically and aesthetically significant tree resource distinction and the removal or relocation of 
an additional 10 three biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources.  
Therefore, although to a lesser extent than the SUMC Project, the Tree Preservation Alternative 
would still result in a significant impact to Protected Trees. 

The Tree Preservation Alternative focuses on protecting the biologically and aesthetically 
significant trees tree resources located in the Kaplan Lawn, the FIM 1 Grove, and along Welch 
Road.  Although the site plans for the SHC Hospital building, FIM 1, and circulation have been 
modified to retain and avoid as many biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree 
resources as possible, some would still need to be relocated or removed, as shown in Figure 5-1 
and explained in more detail below: 

 Kaplan Lawn.  All nine existing Protected Trees in Kaplan Lawn would be retained in 
place and protected under this alternative. 

 FIM 1 Grove.  There are currently 12 seven Protected Trees that are aesthetic tree 
resources in the FIM 1 Grove.  Under the Tree Preservation Alternative, three five trees 
that are aesthetic tree resources would be retained and two trees that are aesthetic tree 
resources would be relocated to a different location in the vicinity of the Main SUMC Site.  
The other seven biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees at the FIM 1 
Grove would be removed. 

 Adjacent to Welch Road.  The century-old solitary oak located between Welch Road to the 
north and the Blake-Wilbur Clinic building to the south would be retained in place under 
this alternative.  The mature and healthy Protected oak tree located to the east of the 
proposed LPCH hospital building, along Welch Road would be relocated to another area in 
the vicinity of the Main SUMC Site. 

Overall, under the Tree Preservation Alternative, a total of up to 58 62 Protected Trees could be 
removed or relocated.  Of these Protected Trees, 48 59 Protected Trees that are not considered 
biologically and aesthetically significant aesthetic tree resources would be removed,.  Under the 
SUMC Project, 61 Protected Trees that are not aesthetic tree resources would be removed; 
however, the Tree Preservation Alternative would retain two of these trees located at the corner of 
Welch Road and Pasteur Drive.  These two Protected Trees would not be removed under the Tree 
Preservation Alternative since the footprint of the parking structure would be reduced by 
constructing three levels of underground parking and four levels of aboveground parking.  
Additionally, under the SUMC Project, up to 13 Protected Trees that are aesthetic tree resources 
would be potentially subject to removal.  No Protected Tree that is an aesthetic tree resource would 
be removed under the Tree Preservation Alternative.  seven biologically and aesthetically 
significant Protected Trees would be removed, and In addition to the 59 Protected Trees to be 
removed under the Tree Preservation Alternative that are not aesthetic tree resources, three 
biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources would be relocated.  While 
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the Tree Preservation Alternative would seek to preserve these three of the Protected Trees through 
relocation, the survival of these trees is not guaranteed; therefore, for the purposes of this analysis 
the trees are considered to be removed. As such, the removal of up to 58 59 Protected Trees would 
be a significant impact, although to a lesser extent than the SUMC Project, which would remove up 
to 71 74 Protected Trees.  The following mitigation measures, as identified for the SUMC Project, 
would reduce the Tree Preservation Alternative’s impact on Protected Trees to be retained and 
relocated.  Unlike the SUMC Project, the Tree Preservation Alternative would not require 
Mitigation Measure BR-4.6, involving site plan modifications, since such modifications are already 
incorporated into this alternative.  However, these measures would not be able to avoid the 
removal of up to 58 59 Protected Trees and therefore, even with the implementation of the below 
mitigation measures, the Tree Preservation Alternative would result in a significant and 
unavoidable impact.  (S/SU) 

 BR-4.1:  Prepare a Tree Preservation Report for all Trees to be Retained   

 BR-4.2:  Prepare a Solar Access Study (SAS) of Short and Long Term Effects on 
Protected Oaks 

 BR-4.3:  Prepare a Tree Relocation Feasibility Plan for Any Protected Tree Proposed 
for Relocation and Retention 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

 BR-4.5:  Provide Optimum Tree Replacement for Loss of Publicly-Owned Trees 
Regulated Tree Category.   

Draft EIR text on page 5-159, after the second full paragraph, third bullet, is revised as follows: 

 HM-3.3: Conduct a Soil Vapor Excavation Program at the Hoover Pavilion Site 

The last paragraph on page 5-161, continuing to page 5-162 of the Draft EIR, is revised as follows: 

Jobs to Employed Residents Ratio.  As discussed in Section 3.13, Population and Housing, the 
jobs to employed residents ratio impact is not, by itself, considered an environmental impact; 
however, it is analyzed because this impact would result in secondary environmental impacts on air 
quality and climate change.  Specifically, as with the SUMC Project, the Tree Preservation 
Alternative’s impact on the jobs to employed residents ratio would result in increased commute 
traffic, which is a significant contributor to this alternative’s significant and unavoidable impacts on 
air quality and climate change.  As such, the analysis below identifies additional mitigation 
measures relating to the jobs to employed residents ratio, with additional measures that the City can 
consider as a means for further mitigating those significant environmental impacts identified for air 
quality and climate change. 

The second sentence of the third full paragraph on page 5-162 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows: 

Instead, this mitigation measure shall be considered as possible additional mitigation for impacts 
identified under air quality and climate change.   
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The tenth bullet on page 5-167 of the Draft EIR, for the Historic Preservation Alternative, has been 
revised as follows.  In addition, a bullet has been added after the tenth bullet, as follows: 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

Draft EIR text on pages 5-170 through 5-171, starting at the third paragraph under Intersection LOS, is 
revised as follows: 

Intersection LOS.  Trip generation for the AM Peak Hour and the PM Peak Hour for the Historic 
Preservation Alternative would be the same as the SUMC Project: a net increase of 766 vehicle 
trips in the AM Peak Hour and 746 vehicle trips in the PM Peak Hour.  These trips result in 
significant impacts at five four intersections during the AM Peak Hour and 12 11 intersections 
during the PM Peak Hour. 

The same intersection improvements listed for the 2025 Full Buildout scenario SUMC Project in 
Section 3.4, Transportation, would mitigate all of the significantly affected intersections under this 
alternative.  However, several of these roadway capacity improvements are considered to be 
infeasible. 

A more viable approach to mitigation involves the implementation of several more feasible 
measures, each of which would contribute to a partial reduction in the project’s impacts.  These 
measures include the installation of traffic-adaptive signal technology in selected corridors, the 
construction of two additional bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings in Palo Alto and Menlo Park, 
the provision of an enhanced TDM program, and implementation of intersection improvements that 
are considered to be feasible.  However, as As with the SUMC Project, even with the 
implementation of these mitigation measures, there would still not be a significant and unavoidable 
impact on any intersections LOS under the Historic Preservation Alternative.  Therefore, the 
Historic Preservation Alternative would have less-than-significant and unavoidable impacts on 
intersection LOS, like the SUMC Project.  (S/SU) (LTS) 

 TR-2.1: Install Traffic-Adaptive Signal Technology 

 TR-2.2: Fund Additional Bicycle and Pedestrian Undercrossings 

 TR-2.3: Enhance Stanford University Travel Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM) Program 

 TR-2.4: Fund or Implement those Intersection Improvements that Have Been 
Determined to be Feasible 

 TR-2.5: Coordinate with Other Jurisdictions for Potentially Feasible Roadway 
Improvements 

The second bullet after the third paragraph on page 5-171 of the Draft EIR has been revised as follows: 

 TR-2.3: Enhance Stanford University Travel Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM) Program. 
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Draft EIR text on page 5-172, fourth paragraph, under Historic Preservation Alternative, is revised as 
follows: 

Transit Impacts.  Just as with the SUMC Project, the Historic Preservation Alternative would 
increase on-site employment and visitoriship, and this increase would in turn result in increased 
ridership on the routes serving the SUMC Sites.  The resulting increase in ridership could exceed 
the capacity of the various transit services to and from the SUMC Sites.  As such, the Reduced 
Intensity Alternative B could result in a significant impact on transit. would not adversely impact 
either AM or PM Peak Hour bus service in Palo Alto or Caltrain service, with or without to GO 
Pass mitigation measure.  Nonetheless, mitigation to provide enhanced bus stops and shuttle service 
is identified here. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-173, first paragraph, under Historic Preservation Alternative, is revised as 
follows: 

However, the success of the TDM program would also mean increased transit ridership.  This 
increased ridership could push load factors above 1.0, indicating overcrowding on the buses.  
Impacts to transit service are considered a significant impact according to City of Palo Alto 
criteria. 

Draft EIR Section 5, Alternatives, page 5-173, under the Historic Preservation Alternative, has been 
revised as follow: 

Therefore, with implementation of the following mitigation measures involving the modification of 
the SUMC Project’s design to include the addition of two transit centers enhanced bus stops, and 
the expansion of public transit service, this alternative would have a less-than-significant transit 
impact, like the SUMC Project. (S/LTS) 

 TR-7.1: Incorporate Transit Centers Enhanced Bus Stops into Site Plans 

 TR-7.2: Provide Expanded Public Transit Service 

Draft EIR text on page 5-175, for the Historic Preservation Alternative, first full paragraph, has been 
revised as follows: 

Cumulative Impacts. The SUMC Project’s emissions of NOx during construction and of TACs 
during construction and operation were identified as making cumulatively considerable 
contributions to significant cumulative impacts. Under the Historic Preservation Alternative, 
emissions of NOx during construction would also potentially exceed the BAAQMD’s 80 lbs/day 
threshold, and could contribute to significant cumulative impacts. The TACs and fine particulate 
matter emitted during construction, though likely posing a lesser heath risk than those of the 
SUMC Project, would also make a cumulatively considerable contribution to the high TAC 
background levels of the area in which the SUMC Sites are located. in combination with TACs and 
fine particulate matter emitted within the zone of influence for the SUMC Sites, would likely not 
exceed the cumulative significance thresholds of the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines.  
Consequently, this alternative’s cumulative TAC and fine particulate matter impacts would be less 
than cumulatively significant. The same construction period Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2, 
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mentioned above, would help reduce TAC emission from this alternative, but not to a less than 
considerable level. Consequently Therefore, only this alternative’s construction NOx emissions and 
cumulative TAC impacts would be cumulatively significant. (S/SU) 

Draft EIR text on page 5-175, second full paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

Consistency with the Climate Protection Plan. The Historic Preservation Alternative is assumed 
to include the Emissions Reduction Program proposed under the SUMC Project.  However, the 
Emissions Reduction Program would not ensure that the Historic Preservation Alternative would 
further some of the individual policies and the numeric goals of the Climate Protection Plan. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-176, first full paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

AB 32, the CARB’s Scoping Plan, incorporates a 30 percent reduction target from 2020 BAU 
emissions limits.  The City’s Climate Protection Plan’s incorporates this BAU approach to quantify 
emissions from significant, new project which were not included in the City’s existing inventory.  
As such, this analysis applies the 2020 reduction goal (equivalent to 30 percent below BAU) as a 
target threshold for compliance with the City Climate Protection Plan. As it is anticipated that the 
Historic Preservation Alternative may result in increased emissions from and therefore less of a 
reduction than the approximately 6 percent anticipated with the proposed SUMC Project, the 
Historic Preservation Alternative must employ additional mitigation measures to further reduce 
emission impacts.  For the new Hospital facilities, the Historic Preservation Alternative is assumed 
to include an Emissions Reduction Program for minimizing greenhouse gas emissions associated 
with new building operation, similar to the SUMC Project.  The programs would minimize 
greenhouse gas at those facilities; however, the energy efficiencies of the preserved buildings 
would remain as they are. This would result in a potential increase in emissions beyond what is 
presented for the SUMC Project and potentially would result in an emission reduction of less than 
30 percent from BAU.  This analysis uses the 30 percent BAU emissions target reduction for 2020 
as the criterion for assessing a quantitative compliance with the numeric goals of the Climate 
Protection Plan.   

Draft EIR text on page 5-176, third bullet, has been revised as follows: 

 CC-1.2: Participation in a Renewable Palo Alto Green Energy Program. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-176, third full paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

Notwithstanding all of these features that satisfy individual policies set forth in the Climate Change 
Plan, as with the SUMC Project, the HistoricPreservation Alternative would still result in a 
significant overall increase in greenhouse gas emissions within the City, in contravention of the 
overall goals of the Climate Protection Plan.  As emissions from the Tree Preservation Alternative 
would be similar to the SUMC Project, it is anticipated that, as with the SUMC Project, the 
reductions afforded by the proposed mitigation would not reduce emissions to a level 30 percent 
below BAU.  Therefore, emissions from the proposed Tree Preservation Alternative are considered 
significant and unavoidable.  With the implementation of the mitigation measures, the Historic 
Preservation Alternative would comply with the individual policies in the City of Palo Alto’s 
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Climate Protection Plan. However, the energy efficiencies of the preserved buildings would remain 
as they are. This would result in a potential increase in emissions beyond what is presented for the 
SUMC Project and potentially would result in an emission reduction of less than 30 percent from 
BAU. Therefore, emissions from the Historic Preservation Alternative are considered significant 
and unavoidable. (S/SU) 

Draft EIR page 5-176, fourth paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

Result in Significant Emissions of Greenhouse Gases. Even w With the implementation of all 
feasible mitigation measures, it is anticipated that emissions reductions afforded the Historic 
Preservation Alternative would not necessarily achieve either the City of Palo Alto’s Climate 
Protection Plan or the CARB’s reduction emission goal of 30 percent below BAU emissions. 
Because the higher energy consuming buildings would be maintained with limited upgrades or new 
construction, the reductions afforded building efficiency would only be attributable to the upgrades 
and new buildings. Because these 30 percent below BAU reduction levels is dependent on the 
replacement of older buildings with new, higher efficiency buildings, attainment of this level of 
reduction cannot be anticipated. achieved, Therefore, the Historic Preservation Alternative would 
potentially emit significant amounts of greenhouse gases and would have a cumulatively 
considerable contribution to global climate change. (S/SU) 

The text on page 5-182 of the Draft EIR, starting at the second paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

Impacts on Protected Trees.  The Historic Preservation Alternative would result in the removal of 
several trees, although to a lesser extent than the SUMC Project.  As discussed in Section 3.9, 
Biological Resources, the SUMC Project would result in the removal of up to 71 74 Protected 
Trees, 23 13 of which are considered to be biologically and aesthetically significant tree resources.  
Although the Historic Preservation Alternative would attempt to protect these biologically and 
aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources, this alternative would still result in the 
removal of several Protected Trees at the SUMC Sites that do not fall under this distinction.  
Therefore, the Historic Preservation Alternative would still result in a significant impact to 
Protected Trees. 

However, unlike the SUMC Project, the Historic Preservation Alternative would retain or relocate 
all of the designated biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources.  There 
are nine of these Protected Trees located in Kaplan Lawn, and since a hospital module six would 
not be constructed under this alternative in the Kaplan Lawn, all Protected Trees in Kaplan Lawn 
would be retained.  In addition, since the 1959 Hospital Building complex would remain, the FIM 
1 building would not be constructed in the FIM 1 grove.  As such, all 12 seven biologically and 
aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree resources in the FIM 1 grove would be retained in 
place.  Additionally, the two biologically and aesthetically significant Protected Trees tree 
resources adjacent to Welch Road would either be retained or relocated.   
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The second bullet on page 5-183, for the Historic Preservation Alternative, has been revised as 
follows.  In addition, a bullet under the fourth bullet has been added, as follows: 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

Draft EIR text on page 5-188, third bullet, is revised as follows: 

 HM-3.3: Conduct a Soil Vapor Excavation Program at the Hoover Pavilion Site 

The fourth paragraph on page 5-190 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows: 

Jobs to Employed Residents Ratio.  As discussed in Section 3.13, Population and Housing, the 
jobs to employed residents ratio impact is not, by itself, considered an environmental impact; 
however, it is analyzed because this impact would result in secondary environmental impacts on air 
quality and climate change.  Specifically, as with the SUMC Project, the Historic Preservation 
Alternative’s impact on the jobs to employed residents ratio would result in increased commute 
traffic, which is a significant contributor to this alternative’s significant and unavoidable impacts on 
air quality and climate change.  As such, the analysis below identifies additional mitigation 
measures relating to the jobs to employed residents ratio, with additional measures that the City can 
consider as a means for further mitigating those significant environmental impacts identified for air 
quality and climate change. 

The first sentence of the last paragraph on page 5-190 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows: 

The Village Concept Historic Preservation Alternative would result in the same increase in 
employment as the SUMC Project.  As with the SUMC Project, the Historic Preservation 
Alternative would be constructed and operational by 2025.   

The second sentence of the first full paragraph on page 5-191 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows: 

Implementation of Mitigation Measure PH-3.1, as proposed for the SUMC Project, is not directly 
required in order to mitigate a significant environmental impact under the Historic Preservation 
Alternative.  Instead, this mitigation measure shall be considered as possible additional mitigation 
for impacts identified under air quality and climate change.   

The second bullet on page 5-196 of the Draft EIR, for the Village Concept Alternative, has been 
revised as follows.  In addition, a bullet has been added after the second bullet, as follows: 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   

 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

Draft EIR text on page 5-200, second and third paragraphs, is revised as follows: 

Vehicle trip generation for the AM Peak Hour for this alternative would be approximately three 
percent higher than for the SUMC Project and vehicle trip generation for the PM Peak Hours for 
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this alternative would be approximately two to five seven percent lower than for the SUMC 
Project.  This alternative would result in a net decrease increase from the SUMC Project of 14 25 
vehicle trips in the AM Peak Hour and a net decrease of 37 49 vehicle trips in the PM Peak Hour. 

The vehicle trips from this alternative would result in significant impacts at six five intersections 
during the AM Peak Hour and 12 11 intersections during the PM Peak Hour.  Comparatively, the 
SUMC Project would significantly impact five four intersections in the AM Peak Hour and 12 11 
intersections in the PM Peak Hour.  Therefore, this alternative would result in one additional 
intersection (Alpine Road / I-280 southbound off-ramp) being impacted in the AM Peak Hour, than 
with the SUMC Project.  This increase is largely due to the different assumptions regarding the 
residents of the three housing sites on Quarry and Sand Hill Roads.  That is, the The SUMC 
employees are assumed to have spouses and children (average family size of 2.2 persons per unit).  
Even though the member of the family that is working at the SUMC Sites may be walking to work, 
the other adult family members may also be working (at someplace other than the SUMC Sites), 
and would contribute vehicle trips to the surrounding roadway network and intersections. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-201, second sentence of first paragraphs, is revised as follows: 

Therefore, the pedestrian enhancements mentioned above that are part of the Village Concept 
Alternative could increase the number of adversely impacted intersections above six five in the AM 
Peak Hour, and 12 11 in the PM Peak Hour. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-201, third paragraph, is revised as follows: 

A more viable approach to mitigation involves the implementation of several more feasible 
measures, each of which would contribute to a partial reduction in the Village Concept 
Alternative’s impacts.  These measures include the installation of traffic-adaptive signal technology 
in selected corridors, the construction of two additional bicycle and pedestrian undercrossings in 
Palo Alto and Menlo Park, and the provision of an enhanced TDM program, and implementation 
of intersection improvements that are considered to be feasible. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-201, fifth bullet of third paragraphs, for Mitigation Measure TR-2.5 is 
deleted as follows: 

 TR-2.3: Enhance Stanford University Travel Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM) Program. 

 TR-2.4: Fund or Implement those Intersection Improvements that Have Benn Determined 
to be Feasible 

 TR-2.5: Coordinate with Other Jurisdictions for Potentially Feasible Roadway 
Improvements 

Draft EIR text on page 5-201, fourth paragraph, is revised as follows: 

After implementation of these measures, there would no longer be any adversely significantly 
impacted intersections in the AM Peak Hour and PM Peak Hour.  (S/LTS) However, there would 
still be four adversely impacted intersections in the PM Peak Hour.  Therefore, even with the 
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implementation of these measures, there would still be a significant and unavoidable impact on 
intersection LOS, and the Village Concept Alternative would have a significant and unavoidable 
impact on intersection LOS, like the SUMC Project. (S/SU) 

The second bullet after the first paragraph on page 5-202 of the Draft EIR has been revised as follows: 

 TR-2.3: Enhance Stanford University Travel Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM) Program. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-202, first sentence of paragraph four is deleted as follow: 

The safety hazard on Welch Road can be mitigated by requiring the SUMC Project sponsors to 
fund an independent traffic study to determine whether the private street connection between Roth 
Way and Pasteur Drive should be operated as a public street.   

Draft EIR text on page 5-202, the first bullet of paragraph four, is deleted as follow: 

 TR-4.1: Fund Traffic Impact Study 

Draft EIR text on page 5-203, second and fifth paragraphs under the Village Concept Alternative, is 
revised as follows: 

Transit Impacts.  The transit oriented design of the Village Concept Alternative, combined with 
the increase in employment and activity at the SUMC Sites, could result higher ridership on the 
transit routes serving the SUMC Sites and the larger Village Concept Study Area.  The resulting 
increase in ridership could exceed the capacity of the various transit services to and from the 
SUMC Sites and the larger Village Concept Study Area.  As such, the Village Concept Alternative 
could result in a significant impact on transit.  Just as with the SUMC Project, the Village Concpet 
Alternative would not adversely impact either AM or PM Peak Hour bus service in Palo Alto or 
Caltrain service, with or without to GO Pass mitigation measure.  Nonetheless, mitigation to 
provide enhanced bus stops and shuttle service is identified here. 

However, the combination of the enhanced TDM program and the transit-oriented focus of this 
alternative would translate into increased transit ridership.  This increased ridership could push load 
factors on many of the local shuttles to above 1.0, indicating overcrowding on the buses.  Impacts to 
transit service in the Study Area are considered a significant impact according to City of Palo Alto 
criteria. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-203, seventh paragraph, under the Village Concept Alternative, is revised as 
follow: 

 TR-7.1: Incorporate Transit Centers Enhanced Bus Stops into Site Plans 

 TR-7.2: Provide Expanded Transit Service 
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The following revisions have been made to the text on page 5-205, first paragraph, and Table 5-12 of 
the Draft EIR: 

Operational Criteria Air Pollutant Emissions. The new structures would contain the same new 
stationary pollutant sources and would require the same amounts of chilled water/steam from the 
Central Energy Facility with the same associated air pollutant emissions as the SUMC Project. 
However, the development of housing on three nearby sites with preferential occupancy by SUMC 
employees would slightly not lessen the additional new motor vehicle trips and air pollutant 
emissions associated with hospital and medical offices.  In fact, vehicle trips and VMT would 
increase because of the trips added by 1) household members who cohabit with SUMC employees 
living in the housing built on the three sites, but are not SUMC employees themselves; and 2) 
Stanford University graduate students and faculty who would have lived in the housing built on the 
three sites, but have been displaced by SUMC employees and now must commute to the area from 
more distant residential sites.  , aAs shown in Table 5-12,. T the Village Concept Alternative’s 
ROG, NOX, and PM10 emissions would all remain significant, just as they were for the SUMC 
Project; daily ROG emissions would also remain significant, but annual ROG would fall just below 
the BAAQMD significance threshold. Although the new residents at the three housing sites would 
add slightly to traffic on local streets, CO modeling for the SUMC Project shows that CO 
concentrations there are so far below the air quality standards that there is no potential for 
violations. This alternative would have a less-than-significant impact associated with localized 
concentrations of CO. 
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Table 5-12    
Village Concept Alternative Daily Operational Stationary and Mobile Source Emissions (with 

Mitigation Involving an Enhanced TDM Program) 

Emission Source 

Emissions (Pounds per Day/Tons per Year) 

ROG NOX CO SO2 PM10 PM2.5 

Stationary (On-Site) 5.67/ 
1.04 

5.86/ 
1.07 

6.45/ 
1.18 

0.00/ 
0.00 

0.02/ 
0.00 

0.02/ 
0.00 

Central Energy Facility 
---- 

110/ 
20.08 

37/ 
6.75 

---- ---- ---- 

Mobile 78.28/ 
13.81 
83.62/ 
14.75 

94.70/ 
16.13 

101.03/ 
17.21 

886.77/ 
162.61 
947.02/ 
173.93 

2.07/  
0.39 
2.56/ 
0.42 

404.29/ 
73.79 

430.67/ 
78.59 

75.98/ 
13.86 
80.94/ 
14.77 

Total Emissions 
83.95/ 14.85 

89.29/ 
15.79 

210.56/ 
37.28 

216.89/ 
38.35 

930.22/ 
170.54 
990.47/ 
181.86 

2.07/ 
0.39 
2.93/ 
0.48 

404.31/ 
73.79 

430.69/ 
78.58 

76.00/ 
13.86 
80.96/ 
14.77 

BAAQMD Thresholds 80/15 80/15 NT NT 80/15 NT 

Significant Impact? Yes/NoYes Yes/Yes NT NT Yes/Yes NT 

Source: PBS&J, 2010 2011.  Based on year 2025 emission factors. 

Notes: 

NT = No threshold. 

Estimates are results of modeling using the CARB URBEMIS 2007 version 9.2.4. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-206, first full paragraph, for the Village Concept Alternative, has been 
revised as follows: 

Cumulative Impacts. The SUMC Project’s emissions of NOx during construction and of TACs 
during construction and operation were identified as making cumulatively considerable 
contributions to significant cumulative impacts. Under the Village Concept Alternative, emissions 
of NOx during construction would also exceed the BAAQMD’s 80 lbs/day threshold, and could 
contribute to significant cumulative impacts.  and tThe TACs and fine particulate matter emitted 
during construction and operation, being the same as for the SUMC project, would make a 
cumulatively considerable contribution to the high TAC background levels of the area in which the 
SUMC Sites are located. The same construction-period Mitigation Measure AQ-1.2, mentioned 
above, would help reduce TAC emission from this alternative, but not to a less than considerable 
level. Consequently, in combination with TACs and fine particulate matter emitted within the zone 
of influence for the SUMC Sites, would likely not exceed the cumulative significance thresholds of 
the 2010 BAAQMD CEQA Guidelines. Consequently, this alternative’s cumulative TAC and fine 
particulate matter impacts would be less than cumulatively significant.  Therefore, only this 
alternative’s construction NOx emissions and cumulative TAC impacts would be cumulatively 
significant. (S/SU) 
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Draft EIR page 5-206, second full paragraph, last sentence has been revised as follows: 

As determined by AECOM Transportation,89,90,91 VMT was calculated as shown in Table  (see the 
Revised VMT calculations memorandum and the revised Alternatives Analysis by AECOM, 
provided as Appendix R W and Appendix X, respectively, of this document). 

   
89  AECOM Transportation, Stanford EIR Alternative Analysis – Village Concept VMT Memo to Trixie 

Martelino, dated February 11, 2010. 
90 AECOM Transportation, Stanford EIR – Revised VMT Calculations for SUMC Memo to Trixie 

Martelino, dated February 11, 2010. 
91 AECOM Transportation, VCA VMT with Enhanced TDM – Correction, electronic communication with 

Trixie Martelino, dated March 30, 2010. 
89 AECOM Transportation, Stanford EIR Transportation Impact Analysis Alternative Analysis – Appendix 

K VMT Calculation for Village Concept, dated January, 2011. 
90 AECOM Transportation, Stanford EIR – Revised VMT Calculations for SUMC Memo to Trixie 

Martelino, dated January 20, 2011. 

Draft EIR Table 5-13 on page 5-206 has been revised as follows:  
 

Table 5-13 
Comparison of Vehicle Miles Traveled for SUMC Project and Village Concept Alternative 

 
SUMC Project 

VMTa,b 

Village Concept 
Alternative 

VMTa,b 

Without mitigation measure TR-2.3 (employee, patient and spouse trips) 306,098 280,235 

Without mMitigation mMeasure TR-2.3 (employee and patient trips 
only) 

275,837566 265,682289,156 

With mMitigation mMeasure TR-2.3 (employee and patient trips only) 238,519355 236,245251,837 

Source: URBEMIS 2007 

Notes:  

a. Calculated using VMT assumptions reported by AECOM Transportation, (Appendices W and X). Emissions were 
modeled using the VMT assumptions from AECOM in the URBEMIS 2007 software.  The VMT numbers vary 
slightly from the VMT in the AECOM memos due to rounding in the URBEMIS model. 

b. In this table, the SUMC Project VMT includes both employee and patient/visitor trips, the Village Concept Alternative 
VMT includes employee, visitor/patient, and housing trips.  Table 5-14 and 5-15 separate VMT emissions from patient/visitor 
trips. 

 

Draft EIR text on page 5-207, second paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

Construction Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Construction emissions with this alternative would 
slightly increase from the 6,213.91 36,573 MT CO2e greenhouse gas emissions estimated from the 
SUMC Project. 
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Draft EIR text on page 5-207, third paragraph, third sentence and Table 5-14, have been revised as 
follows: 

As shown in Table 5-14, the vehicle miles traveled associated with the Village Concept Alternative 
are anticipated to decreaseincrease with the implementation of the Village Concept Alternative, 
which would result in an overall decreaseincrease in emissions from the SUMC Project of 2.8 
percent.   

Table 5-14 
Village Concept Alternative Greenhouse Gas Emissions (Compared to SUMC Project) 

Source of Emissions 

Village Concept 
Alternative Without 

TDM (265,682 289,156 
VMT) (MT CO2e) 

SUMC Project 
Without TDM (275,566 

275,837 VMT) (MT 
CO2e) 

Natural Gas (therms) 22 17 22 17 

Diesel Generators (gallons) 23 23 

Medical Nitrous Oxide (cubic feet) 99 99 

Fleet Vehicle Fuels (gallons) 100 100 

Helicopter Fuel (gallons) 201 201 

Electricity (MWh) 6,569 6,569 

Steam and Chilled water (MBtu) 19,542 13,679 19,542 13,679 

Non-fleet Employee and Housing Vehicular Emissions 
(VMT)a 

39,773 9,680 41,2578,285 

Solid Waste (tons) 480 480 

Subtotal for BAU Comparison 30,849 29,453 

Non-fleet Patient and Visitor Vehicular Emissions 
(VMT)a 

17,133 17,213 

Total Emissions 60,240 47,982 63,035 46,666 

Source: Reductions provided by PBS&J, 20110 (Appendix VE), and AECOM, 20110 (Appendix W and XP). 

Notes: 

Calculated using VMT assumptions reported in AECOM Transportation, January 2011February and March, 2010. Emissions 
modeled using the VMT Assumptions from AECOM in the URBEMIS 2007 software. The numbers vary slightly from the 
VMT in the AECOM memos due to rounding purposes for the URBEMIS model. AECOM Transportation, January 20, 
2011February, 11, 2010 Memorandum to Trixie Martelino, Revised VMT Calculations for SUMC Project. AECOM 
Transportation Stanford University Medical Center Draft Environmental Impact Report Transportation Impact Analysis 
Alternatives Analysis, March 2010, AECOM, revised January 2011. 

 

Draft EIR text on page 5-208, first paragraph, is deleted as follows: 

Table 5-14 considers just the VMT reduction from SUMC employees occupying the housing 
sites; it does not account for spousal trips to transit or separate jobs.  If those spousal trips are 
accounted for, then VMT from the Village Concept Alternative would increase compared to the 
SUMC Project, as discussed later in this section.   
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Draft EIR text on page 5-208, second paragraph, fourth sentence, has been revised as follows:  

Based on Table 5-14, this alternative is anticipated to result in up to a 2.45 2.8 percent 
decreaseincrease in emissions from the proposed SUMC Project. This is a 27 25 percent increase 
from existing conditions. The reduced vehicle trips coupled with This alternative, including the 
reductions from the Emissions Reduction Program, would minimize greenhouse gas emissions by 
approximately 18 36 percent compared with the BAU emissions for this alternative, without 
mitigation (calculations are provided in Appendix V of the Responses to Comments document). 
Therefore, the Village Concept Alternative must employ additional mitigation measures to further 
reduce emission impacts.  This analysis uses the 30 percent BAU emissions target reduction for 
2020 as the criteria for assessing a quantitative compliance with the goals of the Climate Protection 
Plan.  However, without mitigation measures similar to those proposed for the SUMC Project the 
Emissions Reduction Program alone would not ensure that the Village Concept Alternative would 
further the goals of the Climate Protection Plan.  

Draft EIR text on page 5-208, third bullet, has been revised as follows: 

 CC-1.2: Participation in a Renewable Palo Alto Green Energy Program. 

Draft EIR text on page 5-208, fourth paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

Incorporation of the mitigation measures Mitigation Measure TR-2.3 would reduce emissions from 
the Village Concept Alternative to 55,863 44,294 metric tons CO2e per year (Table 5-15), a 
decreaseincrease of 0.59 3 percent from the SUMC Project but and an increase of 25 24.8 percent 
over existing emissions.  As shown in Table 5-14 Table 5-15, the resulting greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction from the Village Concept Alternative would be 23.81 43.65 percent less than 
the BAU emissions for this alternative (see also Appendix V for calculations).  This reduction 
would be below the 30 percent reduction from BAU emissions.  Therefore, even with Mitigation 
Measure CC-1.1 through CC-1.4, TR-2.3, and possibly PH-3.1, the Village Concept Alternative’s 
contribution to global climate change would be cumulatively considerable and would contravene the 
goals of the Climate Protection Plan. (S/SU) With the implementation of the mitigation measures, 
the Village Concept Alternative would exceed the 30 percent reduction from BAU target and would 
comply with the individual policies in the City of Palo Alto’s Climate Protection Plan. Therefore, 
emissions from the proposed The Village Concept Alternative would be less than cumulatively 
considerable after mitigation. (S/LTS) 

Draft EIR text on page 5-208, fifth paragraph, has been revised as follows:  

Although this alternative provides preferential housing for employees of the SUMC facilities, there may 
be other members of the household that have to drive to work.  With the inclusion of spousal trips, there 
would be an increase in VMT for both the SUMC Project and the Village Concept Alternative. Table 5-
16 shows the Increase in VMT and the resulting emissions from the inclusion of the spousal trips.   
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Draft EIR text on page 5-209, first paragraph, and Tables 5-15 and Table 5-16 have been revised as 
follows:  

Result in Significant Emissions of Greenhouse Gases. Even with the implementation of all feasible 
mitigation measures, emissions reductions afforded the Village Concept Alternative would not achieve 
either the City of Palo Alto’s Climate Protection Plan or the CARB’s reduction emission goals of 30 
percent below BAU emissions.  Because these reduction levels cannot be achieved, the Village Concept 
Alternative would emit significant amounts of greenhouse gas and would have a cumulatively 
considerable contribution to global climate change. (S/SU) With the implementation of all feasible 
mitigation measures, it is anticipated that emissions reductions afforded the Village Concept Alternative 
would achieve both the individual policies of the City of Palo Alto’s Climate Protection Plan and the 
CARB’s reduction emission goal of 30 percent below BAU. Therefore, the Village Concept Alternative 
would not emit significant amounts of greenhouse gas and would have a less than cumulatively 
considerable contribution to global climate change. (LTS) 

 

Table 5-15 
Mitigated Village Concept Alternative Greenhouse Gas Emissions With TDM (Compared to SUMC 

Project With TDM)  

Source of Emissions 

Village Concept Alternative 
With TDM (236,422 

251,837 VMT) (MT CO2e)   

SUMC Project With 
TDM (238,355 238,519 

VMT) (MT CO2e) 

Natural Gas (therms) 22 17 22 17 
Diesel Generators (gallons) 23 23 
Medical Nitrous Oxide (cubic feet) 99 99 
Fleet Vehicle Fuels (gallons) 100 100 
Helicopter Fuel (gallons) 201 201 
Electricity (MWh) 6,569 6,569 
Steam and Chilled water (MBtu) 19,542 13,679 19,542 13,679 
Non-fleet Employee and Housing Vehicular Emissions 
(VMT)a 

35,390 5,993 35,724 4,597 

Solid Waste (tons) 480 480 
Subtotal for BAU Comparison 27,161 25,766 
Non-fleet Patient and Visitor Vehicular Emissions (VMT)a 17,133 17,213 
Total Emissions  55,86344,294 56,190 42,989 
Source: Reductions provided by PBS&J, 20110 (Appendix VE), and AECOM, 20110 (Appendix XP). 
Notes: 
Calculated using VMT assumptions reported in AECOM Transportation, January 2011February and March, 2010. Emissions 
modeled using the VMT Assumptions from AECOM in the URBEMIS 2007 software. The numbers vary slightly from the VMT in 
the AECOM memos due to rounding purposes for the URBEMIS model. AECOM Transportation, January 20, 2011February, 11, 
2010 Memorandum to Trixie Martelino, Revised VMT Calculations for SUMC Project. AECOM Transportation Stanford University 
Medical Center Draft Environmental Impact Report Transportation Impact Analysis Alternatives Analysis, March 2010. AECOM, 
revised January 2011. 
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Table 5-16   
Comparison of Greenhouse Gas Emissions with Inclusion of Spousal Trips 

Net Emissions 

MT CO2e 

Village Concept Alternative 
Without TDM 

SUMC Project 
Without TDM 

Vehicle miles traveled 280, 235 306,098 
Total Emissions 62,504 75,013 

Source: PBS&J 2010 (Appendix E), AECOM, February 11, 2010, AECOM, March 2010. 

Notes 

a. Calculated using VMT assumptions reported in AECOM Transportation, February and March, 2010. Emissions were 
modeled using the VMT assumptions from AECOM in the URBEMIS 2007 software.  The numbers vary slightly from 
the VMT in the AECOM memos due to rounding purposes for the URBEMIS model. AECOM Transportation, February 
11, 2010 Memorandum to Trixie Martelino, Revised VMT Calculations for SUMC Project. AECOM Transportation 
Stanford University Medical Center Draft Environmental Impact Report Transportation Impact Analysis Alternatives 
Analysis, March 2010. 

 

The text on page 5-213 of the Draft EIR, first paragraph, has been revised as follows: 

Impacts on Protected Trees.  While the pedestrian enhancements would not affect Protected 
Trees, the Village Concept Alternative would have the same impact on Protected Trees as the 
SUMC Project.  As described in Section 3.9, Biological Resources, the SUMC Project would 
result in the removal of up to 71 74 Protected Trees, which would also apply to the Village 
Concept Alternative.  The proposed new Hospital District zoning ordinance for the SUMC Project 
as modified by the Tree Preservation Alternative would create a procedure to permit the removal or 
relocation of approximately 48 62 Protected Trees while attempting to preserve approximately 23 
18 Protected Trees that are considered both biologically and aesthetically significant tree resources 
(13 of which would be removed under the SUMC Project).  Trees that are determined not to be 
aesthetic tree resources would be candidates for an exemption to the existing Tree Ordinance, and 
but would be subject to required replacement according to the City Tree Technical Manual (TTM) 
standards.  Although the new Hospital District zoning regulations would seek to avoid the removal 
of 23 18 Protected Trees that are both biologically and aesthetically significant tree resources at the 
SUMC Sites, 48 62 Protected Trees could still be removed as a result of the SUMC Project.  In 
addition, as discussed in Section 3.9, not all of the biologically and aesthetically significant 
Protected Trees tree resources would be retained or relocated (13 would be removed) under the 
SUMC Project.  As such, even with the implementation of the mitigation measures below, which 
would serve to protect the trees to be retained and relocated, the Village Concept Alternative, like 
the SUMC Project, would result in significant and unavoidable impacts to Protected Trees. (S/SU) 

 BR-4.1:  Prepare a Tree Preservation Report for all Trees to be Retained   

 BR-4.2:  Prepare a Solar Access Study (SAS) of Short and Long Term Effects on 
Protected Oaks 

 BR-4.3:  Prepare a Tree Relocation Feasibility Plan for Any Protected Tree Proposed 
for Relocation and Retention 

 BR-4.4A: Provide a Tree Preservation Bond/Security Guarantee Enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding for Tree Maintenance   
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 BR 4.4B: Replace Protected Trees in Accordance with the Tree Technical Manual   

 BR-4.5:  Provide Optimum Tree Replacement for Loss of Publicly-Owned Trees 
Regulated Tree Category.   

Draft EIR text on page 5-218, second bullet, is revised as follows: 

 HM-3.3: Conduct a Soil Vapor Excavation Program at the Hoover Pavilion Site 

The fifth paragraph on page 5-221 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows: 

Jobs to Employed Residents Ratio.  As discussed in Section 3.13, Population and Housing, the 
jobs to employed residents ratio impact is not, by itself, considered an environmental impact; 
however, it is analyzed because this impact would result in secondary environmental impacts on air 
quality and climate change.  Specifically, as with the SUMC Project, the Village Concept 
Alternative’s impact on the jobs to employed residents ratio would result in increased commute 
traffic, which is a significant contributor to this alternative’s significant and unavoidable impacts on 
air quality and climate change.  As such, the analysis below identifies additional mitigation 
measures relating to the jobs to employed residents ratio, with additional measures that the City can 
consider as a means for further mitigating those significant environmental impacts identified for air 
quality and climate change. 

The last sentence on page 5-221 of the Draft EIR is deleted as follows: 

This is a significant impact under the City’s significance criteria. 

The third sentence on page 5-222 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows: 

Dedication of the 490 housing units to SUMC Project employees would reduce increase criteria 
pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions (associated with VMT) from the SUMC Project, as 
explained under Air Quality and Climate Change.     

The first and second sentences of the first paragraph on page 5-223 are revised as follows: 

Implementation of Mitigation Measure PH-3.1, as proposed for the SUMC Project, is not directly 
required in order to mitigate a significant environmental impact under the Tree Preservation 
Village Concept Alternative.  Instead, this mitigation measure shall be considered as possible 
additional mitigation for impacts identified under air quality and climate change.   
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