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CRITERIA 2, 5 & 6 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2, 5, and 6: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 
important to the city, state or nation)  

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship) 
 

Address Criteria  Category 

541 Bryant Street 2, 5, 6 2 

951 Hamilton Avenue 2, 5, 6 2 

680 Homer Avenue 2, 5, 6 2 

360 Kellogg Avenue 2, 5, 6 2 

959 Waverley Street 2, 5, 6 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

541 BRYANT STREET 
APN: 120-15-091 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1946-1965 
Summary of Significance: 541 Bryant Street was found significant under Criterion A as an early 
example of a professional office building in downtown Palo Alto at a time when such buildings were 
rare, and under Criterion C as an early and successful example of the courtyard office building in 
Palo Alto that adopted Modern design features. In addition, the building is a good example in the 
career of Leslie I. Nichols, demonstrating his transition to Modern styles in the post-World War II 
period.  
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Alterations to awnings and signage as typical of storefront alterations. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1946, the 
year of the building’s construction. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship) 
Statement of Significance: 541 Bryant Street is significant as an early example of a professional 
office building in downtown Palo Alto at a time when such buildings were rare, and as an early and 
successful example of the courtyard office building in Palo Alto that demonstrates Midcentury 
Modern design. In addition, the building is a good example in the career of Leslie I. Nichols, 
demonstrating his transition to Modern styles in the post-World War II period. 
Period of Significance: 1946 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

951 HAMILTON AVENUE 
APN: 003-04-021 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1909-1946 
Summary of Significance: 951 Hamilton Avenue was found significant under Criterion A for its 
association with the pattern of development where many San Francisco residents moved to the 
Peninsula following the 1906 earthquake and fires, raising Palo Alto’s stature as a streetcar suburb 
of San Francisco. The building was also found significant under Criterion C as a large and imposing 
example of the Craftsman style as designed by Henry L. Upham, of Pittman & Upham, who designed 
many houses in Palo Alto in the 1890s and 1900s. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Some windows replaced; front steps and path replaced; no additional 
alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: Mention of the building’s association with the trend of 
suburban development of the Peninsula in the wake of the 1906 earthquake has been omitted, as 
this historic pattern of residential development would be better demonstrated through a historic 
district that shows the large-scale impact of this pattern throughout the Peninsula. The period of 
significance has been revised to 1909, the year of the building’s construction. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: 
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship) 
Statement of Significance: 951 Hamilton Avenue is significant as a large and imposing example of 
the Craftsman style with excellent detailing and craftmanship. The building was designed by Henry 
L. Upham, of Pittman & Upham, who designed many houses in Palo Alto in the 1890s and 1900s and 
has been identified as a significant local builder in Palo Alto.  
Period of Significance: 1909 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

680 HOMER AVENUE 
APN: 120-05-010 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1901-1950s 
Summary of Significance: 680 Homer Avenue was found eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of early single-family development in Palo Alto that was built within the town’s 
original grid. Under Criterion C, it was found significant as a distinctive and well-built house by the 
prominent early builder J.W. Wells. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1901, the 
year of the building’s construction, and the architectural style and form of the building have been 
clarified as a Colonial Revival style Foursquare. The Criterion A significance identified in the 2001 
Survey has been omitted, as the subject building was not the first or last building erected in the 
original grid of Palo Alto, nor was it known to have served as a catalyst for early neighborhood 
development. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important.)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: 680 Homer Avenue is significant as an excellent example of a Colonial 
Revival Foursquare and demonstrates a high level of craftsmanship achieved by the prominent 
builder J.W. Wells.  
Period of Significance: 1901 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

360 KELLOGG AVENUE 
APN: 124-07-043 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1919-1948 
Summary of Significance: 360 Kellogg Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of the connection between the development between Stanford and Palo Alto through 
its owner, Harry Reynolds, a leader in Stanford University alumni affairs. It also embodies the 
original intentions of developers of the Seale Addition. Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as 
an imposing example of a kind of modern house that drew on historical sources for inspiration but 
did not attempt to revive historical styles. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The Criterion A significance identified in the 2001 Survey 
has been omitted, as the subject building was not the first or last building erected in Palo Alto’s Seale 
Addition, nor was it the building prominently associated with Stanford University’s alumni contextual 
history. The end of the period of significance has also been revised to 1928, the year that prolific local 
architect Birge Clark designed a rear guest house on the property.  
 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important.) 
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: 360 Kellogg Avenue is significant as a large and well-built example of the 
Colonial Revival style with some Craftsman influences, and for its rear guest house designed by 
Birge M. Clark in 1928.  
Period of Significance: 1919-1928 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

959 WAVERLY STREET 
APN: 120-17-059 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1899-1946 
Summary of Significance: 959 Waverley Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of early single-family development in Palo Alto and a representative of the pattern of 
development by original owner/builders.  Under Criterion C, it was found eligible as a work of the 
important Palo Alto contractors Downing & Laumeister. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1899, the 
year of the building’s construction. The Criterion A significance is omitted, as the subject building is 
not known to have served as a catalyst for early single-family development. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state, or nation)  
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship) 

Statement of Significance: 959 Waverley Street is significant as an early Craftsman Foursquare 
design by important Palo Alto contractors, Downing & Laumeister. It was constructed with quality 
materials and craftsmanship and retains a high level of integrity and architectural character. 
Period of Significance: 1899 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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CRITERIA 2 & 3 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2 and 3: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 
important to the city, state or nation)  

• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once common, 
but is now rare)  

 
Address Criteria  Category 

904 Bryant Street 2, 3 2 

630 Lincoln Avenue 2, 3 2 

2115-2121 Cornell Street  2, 3  3 

2127-2133 Cornell Street  2, 3 3 

719 Webster Street  2, 3 3 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

904 BRYANT STREET (formerly 802-804 Bryant Street) 
APN: 120-28-105 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1904-1955 
Summary of Significance: 904 Bryant Street, originally 802-804 Bryant Street, was found significant 
under Criterion A for its role in representing important development patterns of early Palo Alto, and 
under Criterion C as a distinctive example of an early twentieth century residential building type. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Building was relocated from the 800-block of Bryant Street since 2001; 
openings within first-floor porch have been altered. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity despite relocation of building. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance is revised to 1904, the year of 
the building’s construction. The identified Criterion A significance was omitted as the subject 
building was not the first or last early twentieth-century residential building erected in the historic 
core of Palo Alto and is not known to have served as a catalyst for the development of the 
neighborhood. The architectural style of the building has been revised to a Colonial Revival style 
Foursquare. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 

common, but is now rare) 
Statement of Significance: This building, which was moved to 904 Bryant Street from 802-804 
Bryant Street since it was surveyed in 2001, is significant as an early and excellent example of the 
Colonial Revival style Foursquare constructed in Palo Alto in the early years of the twentieth century. 
Despite its relocation, the building retains a high level of historic integrity. 
Period of Significance: 1904 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

630 LINCOLN AVENUE  
APN: 120-06-033 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1910-1925 
Summary of Significance: 630 Lincoln Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of important local patterns of development by people in the construction trades, and 
of the relationship of the growth of Palo Alto to the construction of Stanford University. Under 
Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as an example of a large and common housing type, the 
Foursquare box with Craftsman style features. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Formerly exposed rafter tails have been shortened and enclosed in some 
locations; no additional alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1910, the 
year of the building’s construction. The architectural style of the building has also been revised from 
Craftsman Bungalow to Craftsman style Foursquare.  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state, or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 
common, but is now rare) 

Statement of Significance: 630 Lincoln Avenue is significant as an early and excellent example of the 
Foursquare house type in Palo Alto with Craftsman style characteristics. 
Period of Significance: 1910 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2115-2121 CORNELL STREET 
APN: 137-02-042  
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1928 
Summary of Significance: 2115-2121 Cornell Street was found eligible under Criteria A and C, in 
association with the adjacent property at 2127-2133 Cornell Street, as an excellent example of a 
cottage court in College Terrace that consisted of small cottages like those constructed as vacation 
homes around Lake Tahoe. The presence of Cottage Courts was related to Criterion A as a notable 
development practice in Palo Alto of the period.  
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state, or nation) 
• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 

common, but is now rare) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 2115-2121 Cornell Street, containing two residential buildings, is 
significant as a unique vernacular variation of small Craftsman vacation cottages that were 
constructed in Palo Alto as cottage courts and are associated with the pattern of residential 
densification of cottage court developments. This property is associated with the adjacent property 
at 2127-2133 Cornell Street. 
Period of Significance: 1928 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2127-2133 CORNELL STREET 
APN: 137-02-041 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1928 
Summary of Significance: 2127-2133 Cornell Street was found eligible under Criteria A and C, in 
association with the adjacent property at 2115-2121 Cornell Street, as an excellent example of a 
cottage court in College Terrace that consisted of small cottages like those constructed as vacation 
homes around Lake Tahoe. The presence of Cottage Courts was related to Criterion A as a notable 
development practice in Palo Alto of the period. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state, or nation) 
• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 

common, but is now rare) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 2127-2133 Cornell Street, containing two residential buildings, is 
significant as a unique vernacular variation of small Craftsman vacation cottages that were 
constructed in Palo Alto as cottage courts and are associated with the pattern of residential 
densification of cottage court developments. This property is associated with the adjacent property 
at 2115-2121 Cornell Street.  
Period of Significance: 1928 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3 











 

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR   SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108   TEL 415-362-5154  

Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

719 WEBSTER STREET 
APN: 120-04-112 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1905-1948 
Summary of Significance: 719 Webster Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of suburban development in Palo Alto and a residence built during the boom of 
construction after the streetcar line was built. It is also significant as an example of builders 
constructing houses for their own use. Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as an important 
early building type: the square cottage type with a projecting wing and steep gable roof. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: There is a large addition to the right side and a replacement of a tripartite 
window at the second-floor dormer. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity.  
Recommended Revisions to Significance:  The period of significance has been revised to 1905, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, as a residence 
built during the boom of construction after the streetcar line was built and by the original 
owner/builders for their own use, has also been omitted, as many extant properties express this 
development context and this significance may be better expressed through the survey and 
potential identification of a historic district.  
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 

common, but is now rare) 
Statement of Significance: 719 Webster Street is significant as an early example of the Eastern 
Shingle Cottage style in Palo Alto. The facade has been altered in several ways, including the 
replacement of original windows and a large addition to the rear right side of the house. However, 
the building retains its overall character and massing to a sufficient degree for consideration as a 
contributing building to the overall neighborhood architectural context. 
Period of Significance: 1905 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3 
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CRITERION 3 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criterion 3: 

• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once common, 
but is now rare)  

 
Address Criteria  Category 

635 Bryant Street 3 2 

815 Kipling Street  3 3 

817 Kipling Street  3 3 

845 Waverley Street  3 4 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

635 BRYANT STREET 
APN: 120-16-035 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1904-1922 
Summary of Significance: 635 Bryant Street is significant under Criterion A as a building that 
represents the development of rooming and boarding houses in Palo Alto due to the opening of the 
streetcar line on University Avenue, and under Criterion C as an early example of a Palo Alto 
rooming house.   
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance was previously determined to 
be 1904 to 1922 to include the years that building served as a rooming house. The period of 
significance is revised to 1904, the year of the building’s construction, which is sufficiently associated 
with the building’s design and construction as a rooming house.  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an 
example of a type of building which was once common, but is now rare) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 635 Bryant Street is significant as an early and good example of a 
rooming house that was constructed at a time when the new streetcar line on University Avenue 
was increasing the demand for residential housing in the University South area. The building is a 
rare survivor in an area where many early buildings were razed and redeveloped in the later 
decades of the twentieth century. 
Period of Significance: 1904 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

815 KIPLING STREET 
APN: 120-17-023 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1897-1910 
Summary of Significance: 815 Kipling Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family residence built within the original street grid of Palo Alto and was part of 
the larger development pattern of the construction of inexpensive rental housing for a flexible 
market. Under Criterion C, the building was deemed eligible as a well-built variation of the typical 
square cottage type. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Steps replaced with masonry; front lawn replaced with brick; no other 
alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1897, 
the year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto, and as a representative of the pattern of 
construction of inexpensive rental housing for a flexible market, has been omitted as many extant 
properties express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through 
the survey and potential identification of a historic district.  
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an 
example of a type of building which was once common, but is now rare) 
Statement of Significance: 815 Kipling Street is significant as an excellent example of the typical 
square cottage type with modest Queen Anne details. The building retains its overall character and 
massing to a sufficient degree to contribute to the overall neighborhood architectural context. 
Period of Significance: 1897 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

817 KIPLING STREET 
APN: 120-17-022 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1897-1910 
Summary of Significance: 817 Kipling Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family house built within the original street grid of Palo Alto. Under Criterion C, 
the building was deemed eligible as a well-built variation of the typical square cottage type. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Some windows replaced; front yard altered; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance is revised to 1897, the year of 
the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being constructed 
within the original street grid of Palo Alto, has been omitted, as many extant properties express this 
development context. This significance may be better expressed through the survey and potential 
identification of a historic district. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an 
example of a type of building which was once common, but is now rare) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 817 Kipling Street is significant as an excellent example of the typical 
square cottage type with modest Queen Anne details. The building retains its overall character and 
massing to a sufficient degree to contribute to the overall neighborhood architectural context.   
Period of Significance: 1897 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

845 WAVERLEY STREET 
APN: 120-17-030 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1897-1970s 
Summary of Significance: 845 Waverley Street was found significant under Criterion A as an early 
example of single-family residential construction in Palo Alto and for its later use as a boarding 
house. The building was also found significant under Criterion C as a distinctive example of an early 
middle-class residence in Palo Alto. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Standing-seam metal roof installed; solar panels installed; porch spindles 
and posts replaced (brackets shown on porch posts in 2001 were believed non-historic); shutters 
removed on secondary facade; windows replaced. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1897, 
the year of the building’s construction. The building’s significance has been revised to focus on its 
rarity as a surviving example of an early middle-class residence in Palo Alto; mention of its use as a 
boarding house in subsequent years has been omitted. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an 
example of a type of building, which was once common but is now rare) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 845 Waverley Street is significant as a rare surviving example of an early 
middle-class residential building in Palo Alto. While the building has been recently altered, its 
original character was simple with few decorative elements, and the retained form, massing, and 
overall integrity of the building allows it to continue to contribute to the overall character of Palo 
Alto as a “contributing” building. 
Period of Significance: 1897 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 4 
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CRITERIA 1 & 2 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 1 and 2: 

• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with important 
events in the city, state, or nation) 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 
important to the city, state or nation)  
 

Address Criteria  Category 

2230 Amherst Street 1, 2 2 

538 Churchill Avenue 1, 2 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2230 AMHERST STREET 
APN: 137-07-062 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1909-1938 
Summary of Significance: 2230 Amherst Street was found eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of early building patterns by owner-builders; it was built by a Stanford University 
student as a primary residence and to rent to other students. It was also found significant under 
Criterion C as a large and well-built Craftsman residence in College Terrace. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified.  
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance:  The period of significance has been revised to 1909, the 
year of the building’s construction. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant because it was constructed based on a 
pattern book design by James McLain Goodell, a Stanford University rising sophomore, who built 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 



Palo Alto Historic Inventory Designation 
Page 2 of 2 
 

PAGE & TURNBULL   170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR   SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108   TEL 415-362-5154 

and operated the subject property as a rental for other Stanford University students from 1909 until 
1938. It is also significant as a large Craftsman residence that was built with quality materials and a 
high level of craftsmanship.  
Period of Significance: 1909-1938 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

538 CHURCHILL AVENUE 
APN: 124-01-006 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1921-1970s 
Summary of Significance: 538 Churchill Avenue was found significant under Criteria A and C for its 
association with a pioneering automobile woman Vida Vandervoort and as an imposing example of 
a Colonial Revival style residence. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Fence and gates installed along front of property ca. 2009; no other 
alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to end in 
1945 (instead of the 1970s), to correspond to the date that the Vandervoorts moved away from the 
subject building.  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 
of life important to the city, state or nation) 

Statement of Significance: The residence at 538 Churchill Avenue is associated with Vida (née 
Ducker) Vandervoort, who was known locally as “a daring sportswoman, [who] bought and drove 
one of the first automobiles in California and was the second woman to drive up the Redwood 
Highway to Eureka, California.”1 The building was constructed for Vida and Samuel Vandervoort in 
1921 and served as their home until the mid-1940s. While Vida Vandervoort’s earliest solo 
automotive exploits took place prior to her marriage, she and her husband continued to take 
adventurous car trips “over hazardous terrain, [with] Vida driving and Sam on the running board.”2 
Both Vida and Samuel Vandervoort were active in the Palo Alto community. The subject building, 
which was built for the Vandervoorts as their personal residence in 1921, is the property that is most 
significantly associated with the personal achievements of Vida Vandervoort. The building is also 
significant for its architecture as an imposing example of the Colonial Revival style, specifically in the 
Georgian Revival style, which is rare in California. 
Period of Significance: 1921-1945 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
1 “Pioneer Palo Altan Honored on her Birthday.” Palo Alto Times, March 21, 1970.  
2 “Pioneer Palo Altan Honored on her Birthday.” Palo Alto Times, March 21, 1970. The full quote reads “They took many auto 
trips over hazardous terrain, Vida driving and Sam on the running board with a log ready to hurl under the wheels in case the 
car slid backward down the grade.”  
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CRITERIA 1, 2 & 5 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 1, 2 and 5: 

• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with important 
events in the city, state, or nation) 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 
important to the city, state or nation)  

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
 

Address Criteria  Category 

1990 Newell Road 1, 2, 5 1 

211 Quarry Road 1, 2, 5 1 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1990 NEWELL ROAD 
APN: 003-57-060 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1939 
Summary of Significance: 1990 Newell Road was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an Exposition 
Homes Tour house, which reflected the importance of the Golden Gate International Exposition on 
Bay Area architecture and showcased many modern local residential buildings.  Under Criterion C, it 
was deemed eligible as a notable example of a variation of a Modern Ranch Style home built before 
World War II by a prominent Palo Alto architect David Clark, of the firm of Birge Clark, and important 
local builders Aro & Okerman.  
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state or nation);  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state or nation)  

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
Statement of Significance: 1990 Newell Road is significant as a notable pre-World War II variation 
on the Modern Ranch style by important local builders Aro & Okerman and designed by prominent 
Palo Alto architect David Clark, of the firm of Birge Clark (and brother to Birge). It is also significant 
for its use as an Exposition Homes Tour house, which reflected the importance of the Golden Gate 
International Exposition on Bay Area architecture and showcased many modern local residential 
buildings. 
Period of Significance: 1939 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 1*  
*Note, this is one of the few properties with significance as an "Exceptional Building" of pre-eminent 
national or state importance. It is a meritorious work of important local builders Aro & Okerman and 
architect David Clark, and played a role in the exhibition of local residential Modernism trends.  
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

211 QUARRY ROAD 
APN: 142-04-019 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1931-1959 
Summary of Significance: 211 Quarry Road was deemed eligible under Criteria A and C. Under 
Criterion A, the building is one in a series of Palo Alto municipal hospitals. Under Criterion C, the 
building is a late and rare surviving example of a hospital based on the pavilion plan, and is 
significant as an Art Deco-style hospital designed by the important Oakland-based architecture firm 
Reed & Corbett.   

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Glass in windows possibly replaced; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None.  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state or nation); 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant as a late and rare surviving example of 
a hospital based on the pavilion plan and was designed in the Art Deco style by the important 
Oakland firm of Reed and Corbett. It is also significant as an example of one of several Palo Alto 
municipal hospitals.  
Period of Significance: 1931 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 1* 
*Note, this is one of the few properties with significance at the national level given its Art Deco pavilion 
plan design. Due to this stylistic importance, it has been assigned a Category 1 rating for the Palo Alto 
Historic Inventory. 
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CRITERIA 1 & 6 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 1 and 6: 

• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with important 
events in the city, state, or nation) 

• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship)  

 
Address Criteria  Category 

695 Arastradero Road (Alta Vista Cemetery) 1, 6 2 

720 Waverley Street 1, 6 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

695 ARASTRADERO ROAD 
Historic Name: Alta Mesa Cemetery 
APN: 167-04-001 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1904-1952 
Summary of Significance: The Alta Mesa Cemetery was found significant under Criterion A as the 
only local burial ground in Palo Alto, and for its connection to a local history of anti-Asian sentiment 
that led to the creation of a segregated area for graves of those of Japanese descent. Under 
Criterion C, the property is a significant picturesque cemetery design by Oscar Niedermuller that 
features organized of lawns, winding roadways, oaks, and carefully sited buildings. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Chapel (1904, designed by Alexander F. Oakley) was replaced with a new 
main building ca. 2010; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship) 

Statement of Significance: The cemetery at 695 Arastradero Road is significant as the only local 
burial ground in Palo Alto. It is an important cultural resource that documents discriminatory burial 
practices towards the Asian community, and specifically Japanese American community. The 
cemetery is also significant for its picturesque organization and landscape design by Oscar 
Niedermuller. 
Period of Significance: 1904-1952 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
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720 WAVERLEY STREET 
APN: 120-16-061 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1911-1924 
Summary of Significance: 720 Waverley Street was found significant under Criteria A and C. Under 
Criterion A, the building is associated with an early large-scale residential development in Palo Alto 
that aimed to build-out the 700-block of Waverley Street with a series of “first class” bungalows. 
Under Criterion C, the building is an excellent example of a builder’s interpretation of a Craftsman 
style bungalow.  
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1911, 
consisting of the year of the building’s construction. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state, or nation)  

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship) 

Statement of Significance: 720 Waverley Street is significant both as an excellent example of a 
builder’s interpretation of a Craftsman style bungalow and is an intact surviving building that is 
associated with an early speculative residential development in Palo Alto that built-out the 700-block 
of Waverley Street with “first class” bungalows. 
Period of Significance: 1911 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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CRITERIA 4 & 6 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 4 and 6: 

• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once common, 
but is now rare)  

• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship)  

 
Address Criteria  Category 

132 Hamilton Avenue 4, 6 2 

260 Homer Avenue 4, 6 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

132 HAMILTON AVENUE 
APN: 120-27-003 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1924-1950 
Summary of Significance: 132 Hamilton Avenue was deemed significant under Criterion A for its 
association as a local ice company, a now vanished industry; and under Criterion C as a purpose-
built Revival-style commercial building that adapted the practical needs of the ice factory typology. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: An awning was removed, and windows were most likely replaced. No other 
alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1924-1930, 
the years in which buildings were constructed and expanded for the use of the ice factory (the left 
portion of the building was constructed first (1924) and right portion followed (1930). 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once 

common, but is now rare) 
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship.) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant for its association as a local ice 
company, a now vanished industry and rare typology. It is also significant as a purpose-built Revival-
style commercial building that adapted to the practical needs of the ice factory typology and was 
designed to blend in with the Spanish Revival character of downtown Palo Alto. 
Period of Significance: 1924-1930 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
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260 HOMER AVENUE 
APN: 120-27-003 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1931-1989 
Summary of Significance: 260 Homer Avenue (originally the Cardinal French Laundry) was found 
eligible under Criterion A as a representative of the laundry industry in Palo Alto, and represents a 
period in the laundry industry when mechanization and capital investment were important elements 
of a business' success. Under Criterion C, 260 Homer Avenue was found eligible as a good example 
of the urban laundry building type that housed industrial equipment while architecturally blending 
into its surrounding residential and low-scale mixed-use setting. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Projecting sign removed; building rehabilitated as part of adjacent project. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None.  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once 

common, but is now rare) 
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 260 Homer Avenue is significant for its historic use as the Cardinal 
French Laundry, an urban laundry business. The building is also significant for its Mediterranean 
Revival stylistic influences that architecturally blend into the surrounding residential and low-scale 
mixed-use setting of the neighborhood.  
Period of Significance: 1931-1989 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 















Page & Turnbull  |  170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR   SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108   TEL 415-362-5154  
 

 

  

CRITERIA 2 & 4 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2 and 4: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 
important to the city, state or nation) 

• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once common, 
but is now rare)  

 
Address Criteria  Category 

212 Emerson Street 2, 4 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
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212 EMERSON STREET 
APN: 120-25-033 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1904-1919 
Summary of Significance: 212 Emerson Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of multi-unit housing in Palo Alto. Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as an early 
example of an apartment house. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1904, the 
year of the building’s construction.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state or nation);  
• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once 

common, but is now rare) 
Statement of Significance: 212 Emerson Street is significant as an excellent and early example of 
the Foursquare house type with Colonial Revival and Prairie characteristics. It is also significant as an 
early example of duplex multi-family housing in Palo Alto.  
Period of Significance: 1904 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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CRITERIA 1, 5 & 6 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 1, 5, and 6: 

• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with important 
events in the city, state, or nation) 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship)  
 

Address Criteria  Category 

555 Forest Avenue 1, 5, 6 2 
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555 FOREST AVENUE 
APN: 120-04-031 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1940-1948 
Summary of Significance: 555 Forest Avenue was found eligible under Criterion A as a symbol of the 
impact that automobiles had on architecture through the building’s association with the excitement 
generated by the opening of the Golden Gate Bridge in 1937, and under Criterion C as a building 
that utilizes humor in paying homage to the Golden Gate Bridge toll plaza. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Garbage enclosure constructed at Forest Avenue façade; no other 
alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1940, 
consisting of the year of the building’s construction. The statement of significance for listing on the 
Palo Alto historic Inventory includes mention of the original owner-designer-builder William F. Klay, 
who was a prominent local builder. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state, or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship) 
Statement of Significance: 555 Forest Avenue is significant as a rare example of a building designed 
to celebrate the construction of the Golden Gate Bridge through the application of a design inspired 
by the bridge’s toll plaza to a small apartment building. The building is a unique product of the ethos 
of the era that celebrated this regional accomplishment of spanning the Golden Gate and 
memorializes a time when the automobile and automobile infrastructure inspired Moderne design. 
The building is further significant as the work of William F. Klay, a prolific and important local builder, 
who owned, designed, and built the building. 
Period of Significance: 1940 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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CRITERIA 3 & 5 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 3 and 5: 

• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once common, 
but is now rare) 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
 

Address Criteria  Category 

334 High Street 3, 5 2 
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334 HIGH STREET 
APN: 120-25-107 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1899-1927 
Summary of Significance: 334 High Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family house built in the original grid of Palo Alto. Under Criterion C, it was 
found eligible as a distinctive example of the typical square cottage type with Queen Anne 
characteristics. It is also significant as the work of important early builder H.L. Upham. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: There is a new front entrance to the garden; no other alterations were 
identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1899, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto, has also been omitted, as many extant 
properties express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through 
the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 

common, but is now rare) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
Statement of Significance: 334 High Street is significant as an excellent example of a square cottage 
with Queen Anne characteristics and as the work of important early builder H.L. Upham.   
Period of Significance: 1899 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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CRITERIA 1, 2 & 4 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 1, 2, and 4: 

• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with important 
events in the city, state, or nation) 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 
important to the city, state or nation)  

• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once common, 
but is now rare)  

 
Address Criteria  Category 

437 Kipling Street  1, 2, 4 2 
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437 KIPLING STREET 
APN: 120-15-020 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1902-1947  
Summary of Significance: 437 Kipling Street was found eligible under Criterion A for representing 
early urban patterns of development in Palo Alto that were characterized by large buildings on 
narrow lots and short-term occupancy by boarders and/or lodgers. Under Criterion C, the property 
was deemed eligible as an example of an early purpose-built Palo Alto boarding house. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Exterior repairs; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state, or nation) 
• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once 

common but is now rare.) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 437 Kipling Street is significant for its use as a boarding house with a 
converted dress shop on the first floor. It is also a unique building type that combines stylistic 
elements of Queen Anne, Foursquare, and Colonial Revival.  
Period of Significance: 1902-1947 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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